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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BO{BiNG SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
. C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

_, LUTEEROGATION NO. (USSBS 464)
b 4 NAV. NO. 106

Division of Origin:

PLACE: TOKYO
DATE: 27 November 1945

Naval Analysis Division.

Subjects KIJIMA:

Cape ESPERANCE and CORAL SEA.Battles.
KOMURA 3

SANTA CRUZ and MIDWAY Battles,
Personnel interrogsted and background of each:

Captain KIJUMA, Kikunori, I.J.N., Chief of Staff, CruDiv 6(4O0BA)
1941-42, Present at Battle of CAPE ESPERANCE .and escort for SHOHO
st CORALL SEA. _

Where interviewed: MEIJI Building.
Interrogators Captain C. SHaNDS, USN,

Interpreter: Lt Comdr, MILLSTIZN.,
{TI‘. Ho COLTON

Officers Present: Rear Admiral KOMUR4., Keizo

l.eJ.itey Commanding
Officer CHIKUMa (CAY at MIDWAY and SANTA CLUZ.

SUMMARY

CAPE ESPEHANCE: CruDiv 6 (3 Ca) Plus 2DD.idntercepted by United
States cruisers off CAPL ESP=RANCE

E night of 11 October 1942,
"JR&THKA (CA) and FUBUKI (DD) sunk, 40B4 (Ca) badly damaged.

Japane.
nission to bomhard GUsDaLCANAL thwarted,
<QuaL SHA:  CruDiv 6 escorting 5H0HO to PORT HOKESBY when SHOHO was
sunk by dive bombers 7 May 1942, |

MIDWAY: CHIKUMA end TONE (CruDiv:8) cruiser escort for aircraft
carriers at MIDWAY rececived minor air attack late afternoon 5 June
(=9) from B-17's and dive bombers. No hits., CHIKUMA participated

1n rescue .of survivors from HIRYU and SORYU. Fescue destrover bombe«
afternoon day after battle. No hits,

SANT 4 CRUZ: CrubDiv 8 (TONZ, CHIKUMA) escorting ZUIKAKU and ST0K«KU.
CH/KUMA received three hits from dive bombers about 0900 26 Cctober
1942 (-9). Received second bombing attack late same afternoon from
about 3 horizontal bombers. Three near misses at 50 meters. TONE

not hit during bettle, SHOKAKU and ZUIHO demaged by bombs. Failurc
of the general land and sea assualt uvon GUiDALCANAL
turning point of the SOLOMON Compaign.,
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Q. What ships were present in your‘ force?
A, CruDiv 6;

AOBA (F) Rear Admiral GOTO.

FURUTAKA

KINUGASA

FUBUKI

MIRAKUMO

2s Describe the action of your force in this battle.

he We were proceeding .to bombeard your airfield on GUADALCaNAL, We
were also covering a landing of troops and supplies from a tender
and two destroyers at TASSAPARONGA. This supply group was supposed

to complete landing operations at 2200 and retire at about the same ¥

time that we were to commence our operations.

We were in a "T" formation when attacked by your ships. The
£0BA was leading with the FURaTaKA and KINUGASA astern., The FUBUKI

was on the port beam of the 40Ba and the MUR&KUMO on the starboard
beam,

While we were approaching about 2000 we saw a flare or search
1ight from the southeast, We thought that it might be our su»ply
unit so we answered it. When there was no answer we thought that 1t

mlght have been some of your forces so we used the searchlight 51gnui

egain to try to draw your attention awey from the supply force. 4

blue and white signal was to be used between the supply force .and
the forces on the beech,

«t cbout 2145 we were fired upon by your ships. 4t first we
thought the fire wes from our owngpunply group, It was a surprise
attack. All ships but the KINUGa immediately rceversed course to
the right. Due to the shell fire and the congestion during the turn
the KINUGALASA turned left. As a result of this turn the KINUGAS4
only received minor damage from three hits. The a0Bs was hit about
40" times and wes badly damaged. The FUE4TsK and FUBUKI were sunk.
The fUBUKI senk before it completed the turn, although 1t only re-
ceived four hits. Due to the smoke from the hOBn, the MURAXUMO was
not hit., Tho . KINUGaS4 did most of the fighting from our force,

soon after the action started Admiral GOTO was mortally wounded.
While he was dying I told him that he could die with easy mind be-
ceuse we had sunk two of your hecvy cruisers,

Following this action we retired to the northwest. The MURAKUMO
turned beck and rescued about 400 survivors., When your forces re-

appecered 1t departed the area trylng to make you chase it within
range of our elircraft,

&

Q. Did you have any three stack cruisers or suxiliaries in your force

Ai NO.

Q. Were any of your supply group demaged?
Ke I don't know,

Q. Could the N&TSUGUMO =&nd aKail'SUKI hove been the destroyers with
the supply group?
A, I don't know,

R The officiel Japanese Navy Departmcnt report of Losses,indicates
thet the MURAKUMO, NaTSUGUMO end AKaTSUKIL were all sunk neer SAVO
Island on 11-12 Octobor 1942, in addition to the FURLTHKA and FUBUKLI.
How do you account for .their loss?
L, I don't know. I failed in this task and was relieved a&s soon as Wwe
arrived ct Ri&BAUL.
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CORAL SEA - Ceptain KIJI1lA

Q. Were you on the AOBA 7 May when the SHOHO was sunk in the CORAL
SEA?

i. Yes. The KINUGUS4, FURaTAKA, ATAGO and the SAMANAMI plus one
other destroyer, were also there, We were on our way to PORT
MORESBY .

Q. Were any other ships hit? -
i. No. There were a lot of near misses but no hits on any ship bvu

the SHOHO. It received about 30 hits and sank straight down, The
SLAMANAMI picked up the survivirs. About 0600 3 B-17s attacked the
transports but no damages.

Q. Did you receive any other. attacks in this battic? |

A. The day before the SHOHO was sunk we received a horizontal bombin
~ttock when we were about 150 miles southwest of BULN, 1t wes

about 0900. Therc werc about 5 B=17s in the flight 3-4000 meters
high. The bombs landed about 100 meters away, No damagc. Thls was
the £0Ba's baptism under fire.

Q. Did you intend to return to PORT MORESBY?
i. Not by sea. You were too strong 1n thet area so later plans
called for landing at BUNA=-GONA area and marchling over the OWEN

STANLEY Mountains.

Q. Were you in KuaBAUL or TRUK during any of the carrier raids?
4. No.

Sce Annex 4 for track of Japenese shipsﬂai~CﬁPE BESPARANCE.

Note: It was very difficult to derlve &ny information from thils

officer. Subsequent informetion from other Japanese officers in-
dicates that he has been contempleting Hari-Karil because he feels
that his feilure, and death of Admiral GOTO during the Battle of

C.PE ZSPERLNCE, contributed to the defeat of Japan.,

LIDWAY: Rear fdmiral KOMURA, Keizo, I.J«No

Q. Describe the operztions of the CHIKUMA during the Bettle of MIDw.
i. Cruiser Division 8 consisting of the TONE and CHIKUMAL, provided
cscort for the aircraft carriers under idmirel NiGUMO, We thought
th=t we would be attacked eerlier than we were because we had sight.
ed one of your search plenes the day before the main battle, Our
seaplanes were searching for your forces but duc to bad weather
vere unable to meke proper observations.

Yarly in the morming of 5 June (-9), the formation received a
torpedo atteck from alrcraft but no hits were received by our shilps
One member of my crew reported a torpedo weke azstern of the CHIKUN.

but I did not sde 1it,

The torpedn plenes came in low and were shot down by our fighte:

Qs Did any of the tbrpedo planes dive 1lnto your ships?
&. I did not see anv, I don't think that eny of them were able to

c¢ct near enough,

Soon after the torpedo attack the dive bombing attacks started.
.t first they concentreot:=d upon the carriers elthough a few bombs
were dropped near the CHIKUMa about 0730 (-=9), No hits,

ibout 1100 the SORYU was torpedoed, We attacked the submarine
then lowered o boat to pick up survivors. The boat and survivors
were later recovered by destroyers. Following the torpedoing of U

RESTRICTED 4643




RESTRICTED

TR.NSCRIPT of Interrogation (Captein KIJUM4, Kikunori, I.J.N.),
(Rear Adpmiral KOMURA Kelzn, Ted.ls),
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SORYU we went over to join the HIRYU. At about 1400 we were about

5,000 meters from the HIRYU when it was attacked by about 50 dive
bombers, It wes hit several times,

The TONE and CHIKUM:# were also attacked about this time but no
hits. The atteck lasted about 30 minutes, We were attacked by
- B=17s. &t the same time but no hits. Some time lobtcr when we were
zbout 10,000 meters from the HIRYU we were attackecd again by hori-
zontel bowbers. Not many. Some were about 2-3,000 meters, others
were lover, There were glso some carrier borne aircraft t low
altitudes but we were not hit,. SomL were close. | i

Qe Were any other ships damaged in these attacks?

Le Neither the TONE and CHIKUMA were hit, No hits reported from
any other ships. 4ll bombers concentrated upon the aircraft car-
riers., Ve lcarned that we needed many more anti-aircraft guns' pro-
tcetion but we were too far cpart,

Qe Werc any of your baltleships or destroyers attacked? .
., The KInIoHIMs&a and HoRUNA were attacked about the same time that
ve were but they did not report any hits., Most »f the destroyers
vere busy picking up survivors from the carriers which vere sinking
astern of us, Late the next dey one reported a horizontal bombing
attack but no damage. It had picked up the pilots from the HIRYU's
planes. I think that there nay have been a dive bombing attack too
but am not sure., 4ill destroyers recturned. Our seaplanes werc
searching for your carriers st the time.

Re. Did y»ou receive any more attacks during retircment?

he No, only on the 5th while with the carriers. We expected attackrs
all day the 6th but none came. The MIKUMa end MOGaMI vere sttackcd
t> the south of us that day, but I think that that was all. The

next day (7th) there was a hezry fog, - After that we returncd to
Japan,

E.STEKN SOLOMONS: 25 August 1942.

Q. Did you receive any damage in the Battle of the Eastern SOLOMONS?
ne N2, we were not attacked. We were with the heavy forces (118,
s KIRIQHIMA, 75, SUZUY4, KUMaNO and 10S, NaGARs& dx10) stmChed
from tlle carrliaer forc@. We saw your planes going to attzck and sink
the RUYJO but we were not attacked., . The TONE, 4dmiral HaRa, Chuich?
was the flazgship with the RUYJO. In the . evening after the air bat-
tle our force searched for your ships, but did not find them. Ve
recelved orders from the Admiral.- to turn back, He said that if we
had gone o2n n"ne more hour we would have rccelvod much damage.

Bettle of SuNT4 CEUZ, 26 October, 1942, Rear idmiral KOMUEa.

Qe Whet ships.were in y»our force?
HIEI (F), KIRISHIMa, Rear iadmiral «BE.

£i o lls -
8S ¢ TONS (b) CHIKULL. ; |
. 75 s SUZUYA (F) b s T S
10S ¢ NaGaRa ()
10dg ¢  ax3
17dg $  dx4

Q. Wh t wes your mlssion¥

a. We verc a supporting force for the mhird Fleect whlch as made up
>f the First Flying Squadron (SHOKaKU, ZUIKAXU, ZUIHO gnd destroyers
Vice s#dmircl NaGUMO commandcd this force.' Ships of the Second

Fleet unter Vice udmirhl &ONDO were also in the area., The JUNYO
A e W * 464.4- g |
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TRANSCRIPT of Intefrogation (Captain KIJUMa, Kikunori, ToJNo)e
(Rear_Admirzl KOMUR4, Keizoy, LedeNo)o

(2fs) was with that group. I don't rcmcber the other ships. We wer
widely- seperated. Sometimes a hundred miles apart. QOur fleet was
suprorting a general attack upon your base at GU.DALCANAL.

Q. When did you receive the first information of the location of
the UNITED STATES forces?

. We had been receiving very good reports of your shipas in the are
from Hur submarines and search planes from the RUSSELL and RENNEL
Islands. These reports were plentiful during October, particularly
5f your battleship forces south of GUADALCANAL. On 2§ October,

se of your petr»nl planes was sighted by my shilp (CHIKUMs) while
we were in advance of our carrier force. 1 think that we were nea:
the STEWART Islands at that time. We saw patrol planes every day
~fter that. Onc of our scout planes definitely loecated your car-
rier force.the morning of the 26th although we knew that they must
be someplece in the area because We haed seen so many of your

searcin planes.

Q. When did you receive your attacks?

i. During the afternoon of the 25th about 1300, six B-17s attecked
without inflicting demage. Rarly the next morning (0540, 26 Octobe
the ZUIHO was attacked by dive bombers. Twd hits reported. 0800
SHOK4KU reported six hits from dive bombers.

it 0745 (=9) the CHIKUM. wes attacked by about le dive bombers.,
™ bombs hit the bridge. 41l but 12 men in this areca killed. 1
was badly wounded. One bomb hit behind the bridge and entered the
enginecring spaces killling some men =nd reducing our spged. TwO
srther bombs landed very close on the starboard side amidships. 1L
thought that they were hits at first. Did some deamage from shrepn
It wos o skillful attack because we wWere maneuvering at high speed
and firing 211 guns. Unfortunctely we were not clonse enough to the
~»ther ships for protection and ve did not have zir cover. Late
that same afternoon while retiring we were again attacked by 3
n~rizontzl bombers. They were about 3,000 meters hign. The neares
homb landed about 50 meters off the port bow.

Q. Were any of your battleshlps or ~rther cruisers demaged in this

detlion®
/. The TONE was not hit., I don't think that any battleshlips were

hit., No dasmege reports were nade,

Q. What effect did this battle have upon your plans?

Ae In my opinion 1t was nore important than the November action 1t
CUADALCANAL. Our navel losses were not as important, but the
cencral esseault to recapture CUADALCANAL feiled at a time when our
forces were much stronger than yours. Following that attack you
rere able to reinforce GUADLLCaANAL and increase your sea strength
in that area while the navel strength cyailable to us in the Novemn
ber action was reduced by this pattle., We alsn 1lost some of our
most experienced pilots 1n this action. The damage to the carrier
and 1nss »f pilots prevented proper zir coverage during the Noven-
par basttle., After this action we were never able to reinforce our
gaprison. on QUADALCaNAL with sufficient strength to recapture 1it.
You were able to use GUADALCANAL as a bese to capture the remaind
~f the islands. I think that this was the turning point of the wi

in theat &ares.

Q. To what reasons do you sttribute the loss of this bettle?

A, Although we retired end my ship was badly damaged 1. dont*t feel
thet we 1lost the naval bettle because We sank somc of your shipse
I feel thct the general atteck was a fzilure beccuse the army
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation.iCaptain KIJUMA6 Kikunori, I.J.N.).)
L, MURA, Kelzo, lsJeN,)e
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failed to carry out its schedule in recapturing GUaDLLCAN&L.

That forced us to remein in one erea under observetion of your
search planes. When the battle finally occurrcd our fuel supply
was very low. Unfortunctely our ships were damaged at a critical
timeo

Bomb hit 192,
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Washington, D. C.
January 1946
Interrogation No, USSBS 464 -~ Sup.
(Nav. No. 106
Jdivision of Origin: Neval Analysis Division.
A \
| Subject: KIJIMA: Cape ESPERAMCE and CORAL SEA BATTIES.
' . KAURA:s SLNTA CRUZ and MIDVAY BATTLES.
| Interrogation of: Captain KIJUMA, Kikunori, I,J.N.
interoogation by: Caiptain C, Shands, TSN,
ere at5ached chart(s) supplement interrogation No.
| USSB3 L€4 (Mav Mo. 106),
_j: . inclosure: Annex "A" \
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TCRPEDO & BOMB HITS MADEON SHOHO (CV) BY AIRCRAFT

CARRIER TASK FORCE, CORAL SEA 7 MAY1942. DRAWING
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