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Optimism and Pessimism
KRB RPN E BB DR

What do optimismn and pessimism mean? Optimism is a
doctrine that everything in nature is.ordered for the best or produced
the highest good. Pessimism is an opinion that the world is wholly
evil. A man who is optimistic takes great interest in doing anything
and considers everything hopefully. On the other hand, everything in
nature ‘seems to be evil to a pessimist. To speak metaphorically,
optimism is compared to a young child, and pessimism fo an old man.
The emotion of a young child is very vivid and cheerful, while that of
an old man is very sad and silent. These two emotions are diametri-
cally opposed to each other. -

- One of my experiences will 111ustrate this. point. One day, I
took a well-polished teaspoon and held it up by the handle, turning
its back before my face. It gave me & reflection of a very sad
_countenance. In a moment, I turned the teaspoon sideways and looked -
again. My face was turned into a very jolly one. The same face
may be represented by two appearances. So is the creation of this
world. One may look at the world from an optimistic as well as a
pessimistic view. It depends upon one’s opinion.. If one is optimis-
fic, one is happy, takes delight in every minute, and will not think it
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‘hard to do difficult work. If one is pessimistic, one will be sad and -
‘disappointed, so everything in nature looks sad and hopeless. Things
i:hemselves are neither good nor bad. They are entirely dependent
upon one’s attitude, just as the same countenance may be reflected
sadly and happily according to the background

A nation is made up of individuals. If every individual is opti-
" mistic, the nation as a whole is very hopeful. On the contrary, the na-
tion is despondent. This reason is not far to seek. If the unitis good,
the sum will be good, and vice versa. If the individuals of a nation
" are optimistic, they undertake their work with much enthusiasm and
unlimited hope. Then farmers get good harvest, merchants become
‘rich, and workmen are industrious. With a group of such individuals,
no fear needs to be entertained for the weakness of the nation. But
if the individuals of a nation are disheartened and disappointed, that
nation is surely weak and hopeless.

Once upon.a time, there was a student who was sent to Japan
for the.purpose of seeking further education. On his way, seeing
that the Koreans were oppressed badly by the Japanese, he jumped
into the sea and was drowned, for he feared that China would soon be
in the same state as Korea. Some said he was a true patriot. Butit
séems to me he was a stupid and useless man. If we all did likewise,
how eould China stand as a nation ? A real patriot is he who takes an
optimistic view in trymg to save his country. The deed of this
stndent is but an expression of pessimism,

As to China, the reasons for her weakness are manifold; but the
‘pessimistic view of some of our people is one important reason at
least. Everywhere you go in China, you will hear people say that
China is poor in her trade, or weak in her ceniral government, or
there is trouble in her present sthte, and so forth. What of it?

The present state of China, of course, is bad; but we should think of
" some.way to make her better. China is rich in produets and large in
size. If our people are 0pt1m1st1c patriots, how healthy and wealthy
she will be ?

. In conelusion, optm:usm is the belief that the arrangement of
thmo’s in the world will turn out for the best, or a disposition to take
the most hopeful view of things in the world; while pessimism is the
belief that the state of things in the world is always growing worse,
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or & state of mind that does mot expect to see things grow better. .

These two beliefs have an essential determmatmn to the strength and
weakness of a nation. One will make a nation strong, while the
other will make a nation weak. The civilization of the world, too,

will be retarded by pessimism. So we must be careful not to be pesn- '
mistic in our view of things. '

B . bt e o A o

Animals in Idioms and Proverbs

HEASH G TYH NS
| (Continued)

9. Iwarn you not to let the cat out of the bag, or you will injure the
~ girl’s reputation.
(B) BEOBRRRE & H‘Jﬁﬁ‘t%*ﬁﬁ
[8¢] To let the cat out of the bag=To dlsclose the secret iﬂ =B
BMEWMBEEBEBLB).
6. As his mouth waters for a position in the official circles, he turna
a_¢at in the pan,
() ﬁlﬁlﬁaﬁ'ﬁﬁt,ﬁﬁiiﬁ
[#£] To turn a cat in the pan= =Change sides; be turncoat, ’_-'E
CESEARK B GE A -
One’s mouth waters for =One is very anxlous to have, ﬁ H :
k33
7. Having shot the cet, the drunkard was safe and sound.
(F BEEHR I/ EZ 2
[2¢] To shoot the cat=To vomit, Bg pi.
Safe and sound = Unharmed and m good condition, % é,
4% 5.
. 8 Al his schoolmates laugh him to scorn, because he lives under
the cat’s foot. o
@lﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ . S o
[&] To live under the ecat’s foot = To be under petticoat
eovernment henpecked g %bi] ﬁ" THE 2T 4% ‘Ej B;
ma
Laugh to seorn = To make a mock of , W 3.
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When he met his match, he fought like a Kilkenny cat..
B —APRHEER

‘[#] To fight like a Kilkenny cat=Fight fiercely, m #; W

(Kilkenny 4% Ireland ¥ & &K 5.)
Who will bell the eat?

(=) ﬁﬂ&ﬁ%#‘iﬁ(@iﬁﬂ&ﬁ'ﬂ:ﬁﬁiﬁ)

[#8] To bell the cat="To rigk one’s life to save one’s friends, &

s EEANERR
A caf may look at a king.

) BEMAT B AT

[2t] 9t 49 &1 A small person may be in presence of one much

above him 2 #.
A cat has nine lives.
(%) A LS
[#] KGO MAR ﬂ r i &
Gold coins to & cat. -
(3) ﬁ ﬁ R
[&E] 2 @ Bible Lz Throw pearls before swine ' 2 E.
Care w1ll klll a cat.—Ben Jomaﬂ .
(F) B LRVES.
[&] Bt 49 & Care will kill a eat, although it has nine hves z B
In the dark all cafs are gray.

(F) WPH—a

D] MASABRETEERZE
16.

When the cat is away the mice will play.

() ik EBER

(RE] kﬁJZﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁ‘)‘EéziEi g2ER TR
Zi

(II) Dos X

There is no medicine for a lazy dog.

(B BREEE

(3] Dog=Fellow, i f /5 ¥, &4 B R 2 &
He that once went to the dogs will repent for life.

(#F) —k2RRTEHR

[&] ~To go to the dogs =Utterly ruin, % jik; & %

{ Ta be continued )



