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CONSTITUTIONS, &,

CONSTITUTION or NEW HAMPSHIRE,
_ du congrefs at Exeter, Fanuary s, 1776.

E, the members-of the congrefs of the -colony of New

Hampthire, chofen and appointed, by the free {uffrages
of the people of faid colony, and authorifed and impowered by
them, to meet together, and ufe fuch means, and purfue fuch
meafures, as we fhall judgebeft for the public good ;—and, in para
ticular, to eftablifh fome form of governinent, provided that mea~
fure fhould be recommended by the continental congrefs; and
a recommendation to that purpofe having been tranfinitted to us,
from the faid congrefs—have taken into our ferious confidera-
tion the unhappy circumftances, into which this colony is invel-
ved, by means of many grievous and oppreflive aéts of the Bris
tith parliament, depriving us of our native and conflitutional
rights and privileges ; to enforce obedience to which aéts, #
powerful fleet and army have been fent into this country, by
the miniftry of Great Britain, who have exercifed a wantor.
~ and cruel abufe of their power, in deftroying the lives and pro-
perties of the colonifts, in many places, with fire and fword,
taking the ﬂnps and lading from inany of the honeft ana in-
duftrious inhabicants of this colony, employed in commerce, &=
greeable to the laws and cuftoms a long time ufed here,

The fiidden and abrupt departure of his excellency John Went
worth, efq. our late governer, and feveral of the council, leaving
us deftitute of legiflation’; and na executive courts being open,
w punith cri ninal offenders, whereby the lives and propertiog
of the honeft people of this colony, are liable to the machinations
and evil defigns of wicked men::—

Therefore, for the prefervation of peace and good order, and
for the fecurity of the lives and propertics of . the inpabitants_ af
this colony, we conccive ourfelves reduced to"the neceflity of
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P CONSTITUTION

eftablithing a form of government, to cantinue during the pre-
fent unhappy and unnatural conteft with Great Britain ; protefting

and declaring, that we never fought to-throw off our dependance
wpon Great-Britain—but felt ourfelves happy under her proteétion,

while we could enjoy our conftitutional rights and. privileges—
and that we fhall rejoice, if fuch a reconciliation, between us
and our parent ftate, can be effected, as fhall be approved by
the continental congrefs, in whofe prudence and wifdom we con-

e.

Accordingly, purfuant to the truft repofed in us, we do re.
folve, that this congrefs affume the name, power, and authority
of a ‘houfe of reprefentatives, or affembly; for the colony of
New Hampfhire : and that faid houfe then proceed-to choofe twelve
perfons, being reputable frecholders, and inhabitants within
this colony, in the following mannér, viz. five in the coun-
ty of Rockingham, two in the county of Strafford, two in the
county of Hillfborough, two in the county of Chefhire, and one
in the county of Grafton,—to be a diftin& and feparate branch
ef the legiflature, by the name of a council for this colony, te
continue as fuch until the third Wedne(day in December next ;
any feven of whom to be a quorum, to de bufinefs :

That fuch council appoint their. prefident ; and, in his abe
fence, that the fenior counfellor prefide :

That a fecretary be appointed by both branches, who may
be a counfeller, or otherwife, as they fhall choofe :

‘That no a&, or refolve, be valid, and put into execution, un-
lefs agreed to, and paffed, by both branches of the legiflature.
* That all public officers, for the faid colony, and each coun-
ty, for the current year, be appointed by the council and affem-
bly, except the feveral clerks of the executive courts, who fhall
be appointed by the juftices of the refpetive courts ;

- That all bills, refolves, or votes, for raifihg, levying and col-
lefting msney, originate in the houfe of reprefentatives :

That, at any feflions of the council and affembly, neither
branch fhall adjourn, for any longer time, than from Saturday
il the next Monday, without confent of the other.

- And it is further refolved, that, if the prefent unhappy dif-
pute, with Great Britain, thould continue longer than this pre-
fent year—and the continental congrefs give mo inftru&ions
or diretions to the contrary—the council be chofen by the
poople of each refpeétive county, in fuch manner, as the councl
and houfe of reprefentatives fhall orders
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- That'general and field officers of the militia, on any vacan--

¢y, be appointed by the two houfes, and all inferior officers be

¢hofon by the refpeftive companies : :
That all officers of the army be appointed by the two houfcs,
except they fhould direét otherwife, in cafe of any emergency :
That all civil officers, for the.colony, and for each county, be
appointed, and the time of their continuance in office, be deter-
mined, by the two houfes, except clerks, and county treafurers,
and recorders of deeds :
That a treafurer, and a.recorderof deeds, for each county, be
* annually chefen, by the people of each-county refpeétively ; the
votes for fuch officers to bereturned to the refpetive courts of
general feflions of the peace, in the- county, there to be afcers
tained, as the council and affembly.fhall hereafter diret :

That precepts, in the name of the cowncil and affembly, figred.
by the prefident of the council, and fpeaker of the houfe of repre-
fentatives, thall.ifue annually, at or before the firft day of No=
vember, for the choice of a council, and houfe of reprefentatives,
to be returned by the third Wednefday in December then next
enfuing, in fuch manner, as the council and affembly fhall here-
after prefcribe. : '

In the boufe of reprefentatives, September 19,1776,

Voted and refolved, ' .
THAT, as any new towns, or fettlements, in this flate, .

fhall increafe in their number of inhabitants, from year to year, .
or from time to time, precepts fhall iffue for their fending dele-
_gates to council, and affembly, fo as to be fully reprefented,
according to their numbers, proportionable with other parts of.

the Rate.  Sent up for concurrence, ~P. WHITE, fpeaker. .
In council, Eodem die.—Read and concurred. -

' - E. Thompfon, See.

Copy examined, per E. Thompfon, Sec.

—— >
MASSACHUSETTS.

A conflitution, or frame of government, agreed upon by the dele<
gates of the people of the flate of Maffachufetts-bay; in conven
tion, begun and held at Cambridge, on the firft of September, .
3779 and continued by adjournments, to the fecond of” Mareb, .
1780. ’ : .

PREAMBLE.
HE end of the inftitution, maintenance, and adminiftra. -
tion of government, is to fecure the exilkence of. the body




4 CONSTITUTION

politic, to prote& it, and te furnith the individuals, who com-
pofe it, with the power of enjoying, in fafety and tranquillity,
their natural rights, and the bleflings of life s and whenever
thefe great objects are - not obtained, the people have a right to
alter the government, and to take meafures, neceflary for their
fafety, profperity, and happinefs.

- The body politic is formed by a voluntary affociation of in-
dividuals. It is a focial compa&, by which the whole people
covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole peo.
ple, that all fhall be goveined by certain laws for the common
good. It is the duty of the people, therefore, in framing a con-
ftitution of government, to provide for an equitable mode of
making laws, as well as for an impartial interpretation, and a
fajthful execution of them ; that every man may, at all times,
find his fecurity in them.

We, therefore, the people of Maﬁ'achufetls, ncknowledg-
ing, with grateful hearts, the goodnefs of the Great Legiflator of
tlie univerfe, in affording us, in the courfe of his providence,
an cppostunity, deliberately and peiceably, without fraud, vio-
Jence, ov furprife, of entering into an criginal , explicit, and (o-
lemn compaét with cach other—and of forming a rew conflitu-
tion of civil government, for ourfelves and pofterity ;—and de-
voutly imgloiing his direétion in fo interefling a defign, do a-
gree upon, ordain, and eftatlith, the folowing declaration of
sihits, and frame of government, as the couititution of the
eommonwealth of Mialiachuietts.

PART. L

A declaration of rights, of the inbabitants of the commonavealth of
] Mafachuyetts.

Art. 1. All men are born free and equal, and have cer-
tain natural, effential, and unalienable rights ; among which
may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives
and liberties ; that of acquiring, poflefling, and proteéting pro-
peity 5 in fine, that of fecking and obtaining their fafe\y and
bappinefs.

11, 1t is theright, as well as the duty, of all men in’ focm'y,
publicly, and at ftated feafons, to worthip the Supreme Being,
the great Creator and Preferver of the univerfe. And no fubjeét
ﬁnl.l be huit, molefied, or reftrained, in his pecfon, liberty, or

N
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f MASSACHUSETTS 5

eftate for worthipping God in the manner and feafon, moft a- -

greeable to the diates of his.own confcience ; of for his religious

profeflion or fentiments=—provided he doth not difturb the publi¢

peace, or -obftru& others in their -religious worthip. .

III. As the happinefs of a people, and the good eérder and :
prefervation of civil government, eflentially depend upon piety, .

religion, and morality ; and as thefe cannot ‘be- generally diffuf-

ed through a community, but by the inflitution of the public -

worfhip of -God, and of public inftrudtions in piety, religiom,
and morality :—Therefore, to promote their happimefs, and te

»

fecure the good order and prefervation of their goveramant; the -
people of this commonwealth have a right to inveft their legifta~ .
ture with power to-authorife and require,‘ and the' legiflature -

fhall, from time to time, authorife and require the feveral towns,
parifhes, precinéts, and other bodies-poliitic, .or -religious- foci-
eties, to make {uitable provifion, at their own expenfe, for the
inftitution of the public worthip of God, and for the fupport and

maintenance of public protefant teachers of piety,- religion, and .

morality, in all cafes, where fuch provifion fhall nat be made
voluntarily. -
And the people of this commonwealth have alfo a right to, and

do, inveft their - legiflature with authority, to enjoin, upon all :
the fubjects, .an attendance upon the inftrutions of the public -
teachers, as aforefaid, at ftated times and feafons, if there be -

any, on whofe inftrufions they can confcientioufly: and conve-
niently attend : — -

Provided, notwithftanding, that the feveral towns, pmfhes,
precinéts, and other bodies- po}mc, or religious focieties, fhall,
.at all tinves, have the exclufive right of ele@ting their public

P

teachers, and of contralling with them, for., their fupport and

maintenance, -.

And all monies,-paid by the fubje&, to the fupport of pubhc :
worfhip, and of the public teachers aforefaid, fhall, if he require -

it, be uniformly-applied to the {upport of the public teacher, -or

teachers,- of his owd religious fet or denomination, provided .
there be any, on whofeinftrultions he attends : otherwife it may -

be paid towards the fupport of .the teacher, or teachers, of the
parith, or precin&, in which the f1id monies are raifed.

And every denomination of chriftians, demeaning themfelves
-peaceably, and as good fubjeéts of the comimonwealth, fhall te .
G@uﬁy umh:r the prote@ion of the law.: and no fubordingtionef . .

B.a
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(3 CONSTITUTION‘

any one fe& or denommauon, to o nother, fhall ever be eftablifhu
ed by law:

IV. The people of this commonwealth have the fole and exclu-
five right of governing themfelves, as a free, fovereign, and in-
depcndent ftate; and do, and forever hereafter ﬂlall, exercife and
enjoy every power, jurifdition, and right, which is not, or may
not hereatter, be by them exprefsly delegated to the umted ftates
of America, in congrefs aflembled.

V. All power refiding originally in the people, and being de-
rived from them—the feveral magiftrates, and officers of govern-
ment, ve led with authority, whether legiflative, executive, or
judicial, are their fubRtitutes and agents, and are, at all times,
accountable to them.

VI. No man, or corporation, or affociation of men, have any
other title, to obtain advantages, or particular and exclufive pri-
vileges, diftin¢} from thofe of the community, than what arifes
from the confideration of fervices, rendered to the public. And
this title being, i 'rature, neither hereditary, nor tranfmiffible
to children,.or defcendants, or relations by blood,—the idea of a
man, born a magiftrate, lawgiver, or judge, is abfurd and un-
natural,

VIT. Government is inftituted for the common good ; for the
prote&tion, fafety, profperity, and happinefs of the people; and
not for the profit, honour, or private intereft of any one man,
family, or clafs of men. Therefore, the people alone have an
inconteftable, unalienable, and indefeafible right, to inftitute
government ; and to reforin, alter, or totally change the fame,
when their protection, fafety, profperity, and happinefs, require
it. :

VIIIL. In order to prevent thofe, who are vefted with authori-
ty, from becoming oppreflors, the people have a right, at fuch
periods, and in fuch manner, as they fhall eftablifh by their
frame of government, to caufe their public officers to return to
private life ; and to fill up vacant places, by certain and regu-
lar elections and appointments,

IX. All eleftions ought to be free ; and all the inhabitants
of this commonwealth, having fuch qualifications, as they fhall
eftablifh by their frame of government, have an equal right, to
ele&t officers, and to be elefted for public employments.

X. Each individual of the focicty has a right, to be protefted
by it, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property, ac-
gording to ftanding laws. He is ebliged, copfequently, to con-




d‘MASSACHUs,ETTS. ¥

wibute his fhare, to the expenfe of this proteftion; to give his-
perfonal fervice, or an equivalent, when neceffary. But-no
part of the propérty of any individual can, with juftice, be
taken from him, or applied to public ufes, without his own con-
fent, or that of the reprefentative body of the people. Ia fine,
the people of this commonwealth are not controllable by any
other laws, than thofe, to which their conftitutional reprefentative
body have given their confent. And whenever the public exi-
gencies require, that the property of any individual fhould be-
appropriated to public ufes, he fhall receive a reafonable com-
penfation therefor.

XI. Every fubje&. of the commonwealth ought to find a
certain remedy, by having recourfe to the laws, for all injuries
or wrongs, which he may receive, in his perfon, property, or
chara&ter. He ought to obtain rightand juftice freely, and with=
out being abliged to purchafe it—completely, and without. any.
denial—promptly, and without delay—conformably to thelaws.

XII. No fubjeét fhall beheld to anfwer for any crime. or of-
fence, until the {ame is fully and plainly, fubftantially and for.
mally, defcribed to him ; or be compelled to accufe, or furnith-
evidence againft himfelf. And every fubje& fhall have a right.
to produce all proofs, that may be favourable to him ; to meet the
witnefles againft him, face to face ; aind to be fully heard in his
defence, by himfelf, or his council, ot his eleftion. And no fuba
je& fhall be arrefted, imprifoned, defpoiicd, or deprived of his
property, immuaities, or privileges, put out of the prote&ion of
the law, exiled, or deprived of his life, liberty,. or eftate, but by
the judgment of his peers, or the law-of the land.

And the legiflature fhall not make any law, that fhall fubje&t
any perfon to a capital or infamods punifhment, (excepting for
the government of the army and navy).without triul by jury,

XIII. In criminal profecutions, the verification of falls,.in the
vicinity where they happen, is one of the greateft fecurities of
the life, liberty and property of the citizen..

X1V, Every fubje& has a right to be fecure from all unrea.
fonable fearches, and feizwie-, of his perfon, his houfes, his
papers, and al] his poffeflions.. All warrauts,. therefore, are
contrary to this right, if the caufe or foundation of them be not
previoufly fupported by oath or affirmation j and if the order,.
m a warrant, to a civil officer, to make fearch in all fufpelted
places, or to arreft one or more fufpe&ted perfons, or to feize their

_property, be not accpmgnmgc‘l_ with a_fpecipl defizuation of the
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perfons or objéls of fearch, arteft, or feizure. And o war- -

yant dught to be iffued, but in cafts, and wnth the formalmes,
prdcnbéd by the laws.

XV. In all controverfies concerning property, and in-all fuits -
betweed two or more perfons, (except in cafes, in which it has -

Beretoforé been otherwife ufed and prattifed) the parties have a

#ight to a tfial by a jury; and this method of procedure fhall .

he held facred ; unlefs, in- caofes anﬁhf on the high feas, and .
egiflature thall hereafter -

fach as relate to mariners® wages, the
find it neceffary to alter it,

XVI. Theliberty of the prefs is effential to the fecurity of -
< freedom in a2 flatd ; it ought not, therefore, to bereftrained in this .

éemmonwealth.:
XVII, The people lave d right to keep and to bear arms for

the common defence. And as, in time of peace, armies are -

dangerous to liberty, they aught not to be maintained, without
the confent of the legiflatiire ; and thé military power fhall al-

wiays be held in exatt fubordmanon to the civil authority, and -

be governed by it.
- XVIII. A frequent récurrence to thé funddmental princi.

ples of the conftitution, and a conftant adherence to thofe of -
piety, juftice, moderation, temperance, induftry, and frugakity, .
are abfolutely ﬁéceﬂ‘xry, to preferve the advantages of liberty,

and to muintin a free government. The people ought, con-
féquently, to have a particular attention to all thofe principles,
in the choice of their ofticers and reprefentatives : and they have

v

% right to require of their Jawgivers and magiftiates, an exaét -

and conftant obfervance of them,in the formation and execu-

tion of all laws, neceffary for the good adminiftration of the -

¢ommonwealth.

XIX. The people have a right, in an ofderly and peaceabls -
fnarner, to affembie to confult upon the common good; give -

nftru@ivns to their reprefentatives ; and to requeft of the legiila-

tive body, by the way of addreﬂ'es, petitious, or remonﬁravc's, .

redrefs of the - wrongs doiie them, and of the grievances they
. fuffer. i

XX. The power of fufpending the laws, or the execution ¢of
the laws, oughit never to be exercifed, but by the legifiature ;
or, by authonty uenved from it, to be excrcifed in fuch par-

ticular cafes oniv, as ‘the legiflature thall exprefsly pxovxde for,

X XI. The frcedom of deliberation, fpeech, and debate, in -
ther Boule 6t the legiflature, is b efftitiad to the righis of the
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people, that it cannot be the foundation of any sccufation or
profécution, a&tion, or complaint, in. any other coust or place
whatfoever. ’ . . .

XXII. The legiflature ought frequently to affemble, for the
redrefs of grievances, for correéting, ftrengthening, and con-
firming the laws, and for making new laws, as. the common
good may require. B
" XXIII, No fubfidy, charge, tax, impoft, or duties, ought te
be eftablithed, fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext whatfo. -
¢ver, without the confent of the people, of their reprefentativde
in the legiflature. I

XXI1V. Laws, made to punith for altions, done before the
exiftence of fuch laws, and which have not been declared erimes
by preceding laws, are unjuft, oppreffive, and inconfiltent with
the fundamental principles of a frec government,

XXV. Ne fabjet ought, in any cafe, or in any time, to be
declared guilty of treafon or felany by the legiflature, '

XXVI. Ne magiftrate, or couct of law, thall demand excef
five bail or fureties, impofe sxcoffive fines; or infi& <rusi o
anufual punifaments. ’ ' ' ‘

XXVIL. In time of peace, to foldier cught tobe. quarsered in
any houfe, witheut the conkant of the owner 5 and in time of war,
fuch quarters ought not to be made, but by the civil magiftrate,
in a manner ordained by the legiflature. .

. XXVIII. No perfon can, in any cafe, be fubje@ed to law
martial, orto any penaliies or pains, by virtue of that lawy
(except thofeemployed in the army or navy, and except the ini-
Litia in actual fecvice) but by authority of the legiflature. -

. XXI1X. Ttis effential to the pre{ervation of the rights of every
individual, his life, liberty, property, and chara&er, that there
be an impartial interpretation of tlwe laws, and adininiftration of
juttice. Itis the right of avery.citizen, to be tried by judges, as
fsee, impartial, -and independent, as the lot of humanity will ads
mit, Itis, therefore, not wonly the beft policy, but for the fecu-
rity of therights of the people, and of every -citizen, that the
judges of the fupreme judicial court fhould hold their offices ag
long ae they behave themfelves well ; and that they thould have
honourable falaries, afcertained and eftablithed by Randing laws.

XXX. In thegovernment of thic commonwealth, the legifla-
tive department fhatl never eercife the executive and judicial
powers, or either of them.s the executive thall never exercifethe
{ogiliative #nd judiciak powers, or cither of them 1-the judie



20 CONSTITUTI ON

cial thall never exercife the legiflative and executive powers, er
¢ither of them : totheend, it may be a government of laws,,
and not of men, ’
. : PART IL

The FRAME of GOVERNMENT. :
The people, inhabiing the territory, formerly called the
province of Maffachufe:t. bay, do hereby folemnly and mutua
ally agree with ¢.ch other, to form themfelves into a free, fove-
reign and indcs ndent body-politic or fate, by the name of;,
‘The commonwcalih of Maflachufetts, i

. CHAP. L o
., TR LEGISLATIVE POWER.
.- - ) - SBCTION 1. '

T GENERAL COURT: .

ArT. I, THE department of legiflation firail be formed by
two branches, a fenate and. houfe of reprefentativess. each of
which fh il have a negative on the other.. . .

The legiflative body fhall affemble every year, on the laft.
Wednefday in May, and dt fuch .other times, as they fhall.
judge neceffary 5 and fhall diffolve and be diffoived, on the day
next preceding the faid laft Wednetday in. May ; and fhall be.
ftyled, The general court of Maflachufetts.. . :

II. No bill or refolve, of the fenate, or houfe of reprefenta-
tives, fhall beeome a law, and- have force as fuch, unul it fhall:
have been laid before the gavernor for his revifal: and if he).
upon fuch revifion, approve thereof, he fhall fignify his ap.
probation, by figning the fame. But if he have any ob-
jeftion to the paffing of fuch bill or refolve, he fhall retur the
fame, together with his objeQions thereto, in writing, to the
fenate or houfe of reprefentatives, in which foever the fame fhall
bave originated ; who fhall enter the objettions, fent down by
the governor, at large, on their records, and proceed to reconfis
der the faid bill- or refolve. But if, after fuch reconfideration,.
two-thirds of the faid fenate or houfe of reprefentatives _fhall,
notwithftanding the faid objeftions, agree to pafs the fame, it
fhall, together with the objections, be fent to the other branch of
the legiflature, where it fhall alfo be reconfidered ; and if ap-
proved by two-thirds of the members prefent, it fhall have the
force of a law. But in all fuch: cafes, the votes of both houfes.
fhal be determined by yeas and nays ; and the sames of the
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perfons voting for, or againft, the faid bill or refolve,. fhall be
cntered upon the public records of the commonwealth,

* And in order to prevent unneceffary delays, if any bitl or re-
folve fhall not be returned by the governor within five days after
it hall have been prefented, the fame fhall have the force of a
law. . .

III. The general court fhall forever have full power and au«
thority to eret and conftitute judicatories, and courts of record,’
or other courts, to be held in the name of the commonwealth,
for the hearing, trying, and determining -of all manner of crimes,
offences, pleas, procefles, plaints, attions, matters, caufes, and
things, whatfoever, arifing or happening within the common-
wealth, or between or concerning perfons inhabiting or refid-
ing, or brought within the fame ; whether the fame be criminal
or civil, or whether the faid crimes be capital or not capital, and-
whether the faid pleas be real, perfonal, or mixed ; and for:
the awarding and making out of execution thereupon :—to which
courts and judicatories, are hereby giveniand granted full power
and authority, from time to time, to adminifter oaths or affirma.
tions, for the better difcovery of truth in any matter in eontrow:
verfy or depending’ before them. :

IV. And further, full power and anthority are hereby given
and granted to the faid general court, from time to time, to
make, ordain and eftablith, .all manner of wholefome, and
reafonable orders, laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, direftions
and‘inftrutions, either with penalties, or without; (fo as the
fame tbe not repugnant or contrary to this conftitution) as they
fhall judge to befor the good and welfare -of this commonwealth,
and for the government and ordering thereof, and of the fub-
jelts of the fame, and for the neceflary fupport and defence of
the government thereof 5 and to name and fettle annually, or pro-
vide by fixed laws, for the naming and fentling all civil offi-
cers, within the faid commonwealth, the eletion and conftitu-
tion of whom are not hereafter, in this form of government, o«
therwife pravidedfor ; and to fet forth the feveral duties, powers
:and “.limits, of the feveral civil and military officers of this
* -commonwealth, and the forms of fuch oaths or affirmations,
@8 fhall be refpetively adminiftered unto them, for the exe-
cution of their feveral offices and places, fo as the fame be not
Tepugnant or contrary to this conftitution ; and to impofe and
levy proportional and reafonable afleflments, rates, and taxes,
wpon all the inhabitants of, and perfons refident, and c@ates
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lying, within the faid commonwealth; and alfo to impofe, and
levy, reafonable duties and excifes, upon any produce, goods,
wares, merchandifes, and cemmodities whatfoever, brought inte,
produced, manwfaltured, or being within the fame ; to be iflued-
and difpofed of by warrant, under the hand of the governor of
this commonwealth for the time being, with the advice and con-.
fentof the council, for the public fervice, in the neceffary de-
£ence md fupport of the government of the faid common'wealth,
and the prote&tion and préfervation of the fubjéfts thereof, ac-
cording to fuch%a&s, as are or thall be in force within the fame,

. And while the public charges of government, or any part
thereof, fhall be affeffed on polls and eftates, in the manner, that,
bhas hitherto been pra&tifed ;—in order that fuch affeffiments may
be made with equality, there fhall be a valuation of eftates,
within the commonwealth, taken anew, once in every ten years
at the leatt, and as much oftener as the general court fhall order..

CHAP I .
SECTION II. SENATE.

th. I. THE RE fhall be annually elected by the freeholders
and other inhabitants of this commonwealth, qualified as in.
this conftitutjon is provided, forty perfons, to be counfellors and
fenators, for the year enfuing their ele&ion ; to .be chofcn by
the inhabitants of the diftrifts, into which the commonwealth
may, from time to time, be divided by the general court, for that,
purpofe. And the general court, in affigning the numbers to.
be eleted by the refpective: diftri&ts, fhall govern themfelves by
the proportion of the public taxes paid by the faid difri&s ; and
timely make krown to the inhabitants of the commonwealth.
the limits of each diftri&, and the number of counfellors and fe-
nators to be chofen therein ; provided that the number of fuch.
diftri&s fhall be never lefs than thirteen ; and that no diftrict be,
fo.large as to entitle the fame to choofe more than fix fenators..
‘And the foveral counties;, in this commonwealth, fhall (until
the genieral court thall determine it neceffary to alter the faid
diftrits) be diftricts for choice of counfellors and fenators (ex-
ecpr that the counties of Duke’s-county and Nantucket fhall
form one diftri€t for that purpafe) and fhall ele&t the follow-
ing number for counfeilors and fenators, viz.

“

Suffoik Six Yok Twe
. Effex - Six. _ Duke’s county
. Middlefex " Five " ‘and Nantucket

« . Hampthise - Four - § * Worcetter .  Five

1
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€umberland - One | Berkfhize — Two
Lincoln —  —  One ,

II. The fenate fhall be the fir branch of the legiflature ; anl’
the fenators fhall be chofen in the following manner, viz. There
fhall be a meeting, on the firk Monday ia April, annually, for-
ever, of the inhubitants of each town in the feveral counties of
this commonwealth ; to be called by the flectmen, and warned
indue courfe of law, at leatt feven days before the firft Monday
in April, for the purpofe of ele&ing perfons to be fenators and
counfellors. And at fuch meetings, every male inhabitant, of
twenty-one years of age and upwards, having a frechold eftate,
within the commonwealth, of the annual incone of three pounds,
or uny eftate of the value of fixty pounds, fhall have a right to
give in his vote, for the fenators, for the diitri&, of which hs
is an inhabitant. And to remove all doubts, concerning the
word ¢ inhabitant,™ in this conftitution, every perfon fhall be )
confidersd as an inhabitant, (for the purpofe of eleting and
being eletted into any office or place within this fate) in that
town; diftriét or plantation, where he dwelleth or hath his home.

The fele@men cf the feveral towns fhall prefide at fuch meet-
ings impartially ; and fhall receive the votes of, all the inhabit-
ants of fuch towns, prefent and qualified to vote for fenators :
and (hail fort and count them in open town meeting, and in
prefence of the town clerk, who fhall make a fair record, in
prefence of the feleGtmen, and in open town meeting, of the name
of every perfon voted for, and of the number of votes againit
his name ; and a fiir copy of this record fhall be attefted by the
sele@men and the town clerk, and fhall be fealed up, ciredted
to the fecretary of the commonwealth for the time being, with a
fuperfeription, exprefling the purports of the contents thereof,
and delivered, by the town cierk of fuch town, to the fheriff
of the county, in which fuch town lies, thirty days at leaft be-
fore the laft Wednefday in May, annually ; or it fhall be deli-
vered into the fecretary’s office, feventeen days, at leait, before
the faid lalt Wednefday in May ; and the fheriff of each county
fhall deliver all fuch eertificates, by him recsived, into the fecre-
tary’s office, feventeen days before the faid Jaft Wednefday in
I‘-iay.

Aud the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated (qualified
as this conftitution provides) who are or fhail be impowered
and required to affefs taxes upon themfelves, toward the fupport
of government, fhall have the fame pivileze of voting for

C
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counfeilors and fenators in the plantations where they refide, as
“town inhabitants have in their refpetive towns ; and the plan-
tation-meetings, for that purpofe, fhall be held annually on the
fame firlt Monday in April, at fuch place in the plantations re-
tpedtively, as the afleffors thereof thall direlt ; which affcffors thall
have like authoiity, for notifying the elettors, colle&ting and re-
turning the votss, as the fele&tmen and town clerks have in
their feveral towns, by this conflitution. And all other perfons,
living in places unincorporated (qualificd as aforefaid) who fhall
be afieffed to the fupport ef governiment by the affeffors of an
zilacent town, fhnll have the privilege of giving in their votes for
. counlellers and fenators, in the town where they fhall te affefl-
ed, and be notified of the place of iecting, by the fele€tmen
of the town, where they fhail be allefied, for that purpofe accor-
dingly.

I1I. And that there may be a due convention of fenators on
the laft Wedncfday in May annually, the governor, and five of
the council, for the time being, fhall, as foon as may be, ex-
aniine the returncd copies of fuch records; and fourteen days
“before the f2id day, he fhall iffue his fummons to fuch perfons,
~as fhall appear to be chofen by the majority of voters, to attend
- on that day, and take their feats accordingly ;—provided, ne-
verthelefs, that for the firft year, the faid returned copies fhall
be examined by the prefident and five of the council of the for-
mer conftitution of government; and the fid prefident fhall, in
Jike manuer, iffue his fummons to the perfons fo elefted, that
they may take their feats as aforefaid.

1V. The fenate fhall be the final judge of the ele&ions, re-
turns and qualifications of their own members, as pointed out
in the conftitution ; ard fhall, enthefaid laft Wednefday in May,
annuaily, determine and declare, who are eleCted by each dil-
tri&k, to be fenators, by a majority of vetes: and in cafe there
fhall mot appear to be the full number of fenators returned, clec-
ted by a majority of vetes for any diftri@, the deficiency fhall be
fuppued in the following manner, viz. the members of the houfe
of reprefentatives, and fuch fenators as fhall be declared elec-
ted, thall take the names of fuch perfons, as fhall be found te
have the higheft number of votes in fuch diftri&, and not ele&ted,
amounting to twice the number of fenators wanting, if there be
fo many voted for; and out of thefe, fhall ele&, by ballot, a .
number of fenaters, fuffcient to fill up the vacancies in fuch
diftrjét ; and in this manacr, ail fuch vacancies fhall be &lled jn
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évery ditt i&t of the commonwealth: and in like manner, ail
vacancies in the {enate, arifing by death, removal out of the ttate,
or oth-rwil'e, thall be fupplied as foon as may be, after fuch va-
eancies fhall happen :— .

Provided, neverthelefs, that no p:r('on fhall be capable of
being el:&ei as a fenator, who is not feized in his own right,
of a freechold within this commonwealth, of the value of thr.e
huadred pounds at leaft, or podefled of perfonal eftatz tQ the

value of fix hundred pounds at leaft, or of hoth to the amount -

of t'e fame fum ; and who has not been an inhabitant of ths
commonweaith for the fpace of five years im:nedintcly preceld-
ing his eletion; and at the time of Lis eietion he thall be wn
inhabitantin the diftri&, for which he fhall be chofen.

VI. The fenate fhall have power to adjuurn themfelves, pra- '

vided fuch adjcurnments do not exceed two days at a time.

VII. 'The fenate fhail choole its own prefilent,.appoint its
own ofiicers, anld deterimine its own rulcs of preceedings.,

VIII. The ferate thall bs a court, with full aullscmy, to hear
and determine all impeachients, made by the houfe of repre-
fentatives, againft any officer or oflicers of the commonwerlth,
for.mifconiuft and mal-adminiftration in their cffices. Lut
previous to the trial of every impeachment, the manbers of the
fenate fhail refpeflively be fworn, truly and impartially to try
and determine the charge in queltion, according to evidence.
Their judgment, however, fhall not extend further, than to re.
moval from ofiize, and difqualification to hold or enjoy any
place of honour, truft or profir, under this commonwealth : kut
the party (o convifled, fhail be, neverthelefs, liable to inditirent,
triai, juigment, and-punifiment, accerding to the laws of the
land.

IX. Not lefs than fixty members of the fenate, fhall confii-
tute a quorum for doing bufinefs, :

CHAP. L S EC. NI
HOUSE ofr REPRESENTATIVES:

ArT. I. THERE fhall be, in the legiflature of this com-
monwealth, a ieprefentation of the people, annually eleted,
and founded upen the principie of cquality.

II. And in order to provide for a reprefentation of the citi-
zens of this commoswealth, founded on the principle of equa-
lity, every corporate town, containing éne hundred and fifty
rateable poll:, may ele@t one reprefentative :=—every corporate

© sewn, containing three hundred and feventy-five rateable polls,

Ca
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may elet tvo reprefentatives : every corporate town, containing
fix hundred rateable polls, may eleét three reprefentatives ;—
and proceeding in that manner, making two hundred and twen-
ty-five reateable polls the mean increafing number, for every ad-
ditional reprefentative :—

Provided neverthelefs, thateach town now incorporated, not
Laving one hundred and fifty rateable polls, may elet one repre-
fentative. But no place fhall hereafter e incorporated with the
privilege of elefting a reprefentative, unlefs there are, within the
1ame, one hundred and fifty rateable polls.

And the houfe of reprefentatives fhall have power, from

time to time, to impofe fines upon fuch towns, as fhall negle& ’

to choofe and return memters to the fame, agreeably to this
conftitution.

The expenfes of travelling to the general affembly, and re.
t.rning home, oncein every feflion and no more, ﬂull be paid
by the government, out of the public treafury, to every member
who fhall ntiend as feafonably as he can, in the judgment of
the houfe, and docs not depart without leave,

III. Every member of the houfe of reprcfentatives fhall be
chefzn by written votes; and for one ye'r at leaft, next pre.
ceding his eleftion, thall have been an inhabitant of, and have
heen feized, in his own right, of a frechuld of the value of one
Lurdred pourds, within the town he fhall be chofen to reprefent,
o any rateabl: eftate,.to the value of two hundred pounds j and
}e fhall ceafc to reprefent the foid town, immediately on h.s ccas
finz to be qualified as alorefid,

IV. Eve y mal: perfon (being twenty.one years of age, and

refidant in any pertinler tewn in this commonwealth, for the.

( ace of ore year nuxt preceding) having a freeh::ld eftate with.
in tie fame town, of the annual income of three pounds, or
any eflate of the value of fixty pouncs, fhzll have a right te vote
in the choice of a reprefuntative, or reprefentatives, for the fiid
town.

V. The memhers of the houfe of reprefentatives fhall be cho-
fen annually, in the ronth of May, ten days, at leaft, before the
Jalt Wednelday of that manth.

. VI. The houte of reprefentatives fliall be the grand mqueﬂ of
1lis commonwealth j and all impeachments, made by them, fhal]
b= beapd and tried by the fenate,

Vil All money bills fhall originmc in the houle of reprefens
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tativ2s : but the fenate may propo: ‘e or concur with amen..ment.,
as on other biils.

VHI. The houfe of reprefentatives fhall have power to ad-
journ themfelves; providid fuch adjournment fhall not exceed
two days at a time.

IX. Not lefs, than fixty members of the houfe of reprefenta-
tives, fhall conftitute a quorum for doing bufinefs.

X. The houfe of reprefuntatives fhall be the judge of the
returns, eZ,E\ions, and qualifications of its own membe:s, as
pomtcd out in the conflitution ; fhall choofe their own fpeaker ;
appoint their own officers, and fetile their rules and orders of
proceeding in their own houfe, They fhall have authority to pu-
siifh, by imprifonment, every perfon, (not a wember) who fhall
be guilty of difrefpet to the houfe, by any diforderly or con-
temptuous behaviour in its prefence ; or who, in the town where
the general court is fiiting, and during the time of its fitting,
fhal! threaten harm to the body or eftate of any of its members,
for any thing faid or done in the houfe; or who fhull affaulg
any of them therefor; or who fhall affault, or arreft any wit=
nefs, or other perfon, ordered to attend the houfe, in his way

in going, or returning; or who fhall refcue any perfon arrefted

by the ovder of the houfe.

And no member of the houfe of reprefentatives fhall be arref-
ted, or held to bail on mefne procefs, during Lis going unto, ree
turning fromy or his attzuding the general affembiy,

XI. The fenae fhall have the fame powers in tie like cafes;
and the governor aad council fhall have the faine authority to
punith in like cafes :—provided that no imprilonment, oa the
warraat or order of the govemor, council, finate, or houfe of
reprefentatives, for either of the -above defciibed offences, be
{or aterm exceading thirty days!

And the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives may try, and de-
termine, all cafes, wheve their rights and privileges are concerns
ed, and which, by the conftitution, thiey have authority to try
and determine, by committees of their own members, or in fuch
cther way as they may refpe&ively think beft.

CHAP. Il. EXECUTIVE POWER.
.. SgctrionNn I. GOVERNOR.

Arr. I. TIERE fhall bea {upreme executive magiftrate,
vho flill be ftiled, The governor of the commonweaith of
3L Daclufitts 5 and whofe title fhali be, Kis excellency.

11, The governor fliali be cholfen aunually : and no peifom

: Cs
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fha'l be elizible to this office, unlefs, at the time of his eleGtion,
he (hall have been an inhubitant ef this commonwealth, for feven
years next preceding ; and unlefs he fhall, at the {fame tine, be
feized, in his own riglit, of a freehold within the commonwealth,
of the value of one thoufand peunds ; and unlefs he fhall declare
himfelf to be of the chriftian religion.

IMI. Thofe perfons, who fhall be qualified to vote for fenators
and reprefentatives, within the feveral towns of this common-
wealth, fhall, at a meeting, to be called for that purpofe, on the
fivft Monday of April annually, give in their votes for a gover-
ror, to the feleétmen, who fhall prefide at fuch meetings; and
the town-clerk, in the prefence and with the afliftance of the fe-
le&tmen, fhall,.in open town-meeting, fort and coust the votes,
and form a lift of the perfons voted fer, with the number of
votzs for each perfon, againtt his name; and fhall make a fair
record of the fame in the town books, and a public declaration’
thereof in the faid meetmg, and fhall, in the prefence of the
inhabitants, feal up copies of the faid lit, attefted by him and
the feletmen, and tranfinit the fame to the theriff of the county,
thirty days at leaft before the laft Wednefday in May ; and the
fhe:iff fhall tranfmit the fame to the fecretary’s office, feventeen
days at leaft before the faid Jaft Wednefday in May; or the fe-
Je&tmen may caufe returns of the fame to be made to the office
of the fecretary of the commonwealth, feventeen days at leaft
before the faid day ; and fhe fecretary fhall lay the fame before
the fenate, and the houfe of reprefentatives, on the laft Wednef-
day in May, to be by them examined : and in cafe of an elec-
tion, by a majority of all the votes returned, the choice fhall
be by them declared and publifhed. But if ne perfon fhall have
a majority of votes, the houfe of reprefentatives fhall, by ballot,
elet two out of four perfons,,who had the higheft number of
votes, if fo many fhall have veen voted for ; but if otherwife,
out of the number voted for; and make return to the fenate,
of the two perfons fo elefted ; on which the fenate fhall proceed,
by ballot, to eleé&t one, who fh'.l“ be declared governor,

"IV, The governor fhall have authority, from time to time, at

kis difcretion, to 2ffuinble and call together the counfellors of
this commonwealth fcr the time being ; and the governor, with
the faid counfellors, or five of them at leaft, fhall, and may, from
time to time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering and di-
refting the affairs of the commonwealth, agreeably to the confti-
tution, and the laws of the Tund, \
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V. The governor, with advice of eouncil, thall have full
power and authority, during the feffion of the general court,to
adjourn or prorogue the fime, to any time the two houfes fhall
defire; and to diffolve the fame, on the day next preceding
the Jat Wednefday in May ; and, in the recefs of the faid court,
to prorogue the fame, from time to time, not exceeding ninety
days in any one recefs ; and to call it together fooner than the
time to which it may be adjourned or prorogued, if the wel-
fare of the commonwealth ‘fhall require the fame. And in cafe
of any infe&tious diftemper prevailing in the place, where the
faid court is pextat any time to convene, or any other caufe.
happening, whereby danger may arife to the health or lives of
the members from their attendance, he may dire& the feflion to
be held st fome other the mof convenient place within the
fate, )

And the ‘sovernor fhall diffolve the faid general court, on the

_ day next preceding the laft Wednefday in May.

VI. In eafes of difagreement between the two houfes, with
regard to the neceflity, expedieney, or time of adjournment, or
proregation, the governor, with advice of the council, thall have
a right to adjourn or prorogue the general court, not exceed-
ing ninety days, as he fhall determine the public good fhall re.

uire.
! VII. The governor of this commonwéalth, for the time be-
ing, fhall be the commander in chief of the army and navy,
and of all the military forces of the ftate, by fea and land ; and
fhall have full power, by himfelf, or by any commander, or
ether eofficer or officers, from time to time, to train, infruét,
exercife and govern the militiaand' navy; and for the fpecial
defence and fafety of the commonwealth, to afleable in mar-
tial array, and put in warlike pofture, the inhabitants thereof ;
and to lead and conduét them, and with them to encounter, re-
pel, refift, expel, and purfue, by force of arms, as well by fea as.
by land, within or without the limits of this eommonwealth,
and al(’o te kill, flay, and deftroy, if neceflary, and conquer, by
#1l fitting ways, enterprifes, and means whatfoever, all and eve-
ry fuch perfon and perfons, as fhall, atany time hereafter, in
a hoftile manner, attempt or enterpnfe the deftrution, invafion,
detriment, or annoyance of this commonwealth; and to ufe and
exercife, over the army and navy, and over the militia in a&ual
fervice, the law-martial, in time of war or invafion, and alfo in
wme of rebellion (declared by the legiflature to exift) "as oces-
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fion fhall nec:favily rzquive ; and to take and furpr;?e, Ly alt

ways and me1as whitlosver, ali and every fuch perfon or per-
fons (with thair thips, arms, ammunition, and other gools)
as fhll, in a hoftile manner, invade, or attempt the invading,
conquering,or mnoying this comnonwealth 5 and that the gover-
nor be entrufted with all thele and other powers, incident to the
offices of captain-general, and commanler in chief, and admi-
“ral, to be exercifed agreeably tothsrules and regulations of the
conftitution, and the laws of the land, and not otherwife.

Provided, that the faid governor fhall not, at any time here-
after, by virtue of any power, by this conftitution grantzd, or
hereafter to be granted to him by the legiflature, tranfport any
of the inhabitants of this commonwealth, or oblige them t> march
out of the limits of the fame, without their free and voluntary
coneat, or the confent of the general court; except fo far as

~mazy be ncceffary to march or tranfport them by land or water,
for the defence of fuch part of the Rate,” to wiich they cannot
o:herwift convenieatly have accefs,

VIII. The power of pardoning offences, excapt fuch as per.
fons may be esnvitted of before the fenats by an impeachment
of the houfe, fhall be in the governor, by and with the advice
of couucil: but no charter of pardon, granted by the gover-
nor, with advice of the council, before convilion, fhali avail
1e party pleading the fame, notwithftanding any general or
particular expreffions contained therein, defcriptive of the offence
or offznces intended to be pardoned.

1X. All judicial officers, the attorney general, the folicitor
general, all fheriffs, coroners, and regiflers of probate, fhall be
nominated and appoiuted by the governor, by and with the ad-
vice and confent of the couacil; and every fuch nomination .
faall be made by the governor, and made at leaft feven days
prior- to fuch appointment.

X. The captains and fubalterns of the militia fhall be ele&ted
by the written votes of the train band and alarm lift of their
re(pe&ive companies, of twenty.one years of age and upwards,.
The fiell officers ofg reginents fhall be elefted by the written
votes of the captains and fubalterns of their refpeltive regi-
ments,” The brigadiers fhall be eleted in like manner, by the
field officers of their refpe&tive brigades. And fuch officers, fo
eleQed, fhall be commillioned by the governor, who fhall detcr-
ine their rank. ’

The legiflature fhall, by ftanling laws, dire&t the time and
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wranner of convening the elettors, and of collefting votes, and
of certifying to the governor the officers ele&ed.

The major generals fhall be appointed by the (enate and houfe
of reprefentatives, each having a negative upon the other ; and
be commiflioned by the governor.

And if the elefors of brigadiers, field officers, captains, or
fubalterns, fhall negle& or relufe to make fuch ele€ions, aier
being duly notified, according to the laws for the time being,
then the governor, with advice of council, fhall appoint fuitable
perfons to fill fuch offices.

And no officer, duly commiffioned to command in thc militia,
fhall be removed from his ofﬁce, but by the addre(s of both
Eoufes to the gavernor, or by fair trizl in court martial, pure
fuant to the laws of the commonwealth for the time being.

The commanding officers of regiments fhall appoint their ad-
jutants and quartermafters ; the brigadiers their brigade majors 3
and the major generals their aids; and the governor fhall ape
point the adjutant general.

The governor, with advice of council, fhall appoint all officers
of tre conginental army, whom (by the confederation of the
united ftates) it is provided that this commonwealth fhall ap-
pointy as alfo all officers of forts and garrifons.

The divifions of the militia, into brigades, regiments and
companies, made in purfuanceof the miiiiia Jaws now in force,
fhall be confi.lered 2s the proper divifcns of the miiitia of this
commonwealth, until the fame thall be 2ltcred in pu:fuance of
fome= future law. '

XI. No monies fhall be iffued out of the treafury of tiis com,
monwealth, and difpofed of (except fuch fuins, as may be ap-
propriated for the redemption of hii's of credit or treafurer’s
notes, or for the payment of interclts ariiing thereon) but by
warrant, under the hand of the governor forthe time being, with
the advice and confent of the councﬂ for the nxceflwry defence
and fupport of the commonweaith—and for the prote&ion and
prefervation of the inhabitants thereof, agreeably to the a&t and

refolves of the general court,

XII. All public boaris, the commiffary-general, all fuperin.
tending officers of public magazines and foves, belonging tq
this commonwealth, and all commanding offizcrs of forts and
garrifens within the fame, fhall, once in every three month:, of-
ficially, and without requifition, and at other times, when re.
quired by the goverror, deiver to bim an account of all zoods,”
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fores, provifions, ammunition, cannon with their appendages

and fmall arms with their accoutrements, and of all other pubs
Jic property whatever under their care refpeltively ; ditinguith-
ing the quantity, number, quality and kind of each, as parti-
cularly as ‘may be ; together with the condition of fuch forts
and garrifons. And the faid commanding efficer fhall exhibit to
the governor, wher required by him, true and exa& plans of
fuch forts, and of the land and fea, or harbour or harbours
adjacent.

And the faid boards, and all public officers, fhall "communi.
eatc to the governor, as foon as may be, after recciving the
fame, all letters, ditpatches, and intelligence of a pullic nature,
which fhali bz direted to them lefpc&nc]v.

XIII. As the pu.mc gocd xtuuxrcs, that the governor fhould
not be winder the unldue inflience of any of the members of
the geneval court—by a deperdance o them for his fupport—
that he fivouid, in ail c:fcg aft with freelom for the henefit of
the public—:"at he fhould not have his atention neceflzrily di-
verted fiom that obizét, to his rrivate concernc—and that he
fhouid maintain the dignity of the commonwenlth, in the cha-
rater of its chief magiltrate—it is neceffury that he fhould have
an hanopr.ble flated filary, of a fixed and permanent value,
amply fufiizient for tiofe gur;ofe", ard eftablifhed by ftanding
laws : and it fhail he among the fi it aéts of the general court,
after the commencement of this conflituticn, to eftubhith fuch
falary by law accordineiy.

Permancut and benonrable Dlaries hall alfo be eftablifhed by
law, forthe jufticevof the fupreme ud cizi court,

And if it (h-il be fuund, ot any of the fairiies aforefaid, fo
effablifhad, are miusdicicat, they fbiil, fiom time to time, be en-
larged, as the general court fhail jud e prover.

CHAZDP s
SECT.II. LIEUTENANTI.GOVERNOR.

ArT. 1. THERE fhall be znnuzily elefted a lieutenant-
governor of the conmonwealth of Muffachufetts, whofe title
fhall be, s honour; and who fhall be qualified, in point of
religion, property, and reflidence in the commoenweaith, in the
fame manner with the governor : and the day and manner of his
‘election, and the qualifications of the eleétors, fhall be the {ame
as are required in the elattion o. a govetnor. The return of the
vo es for this officer, and the declaration of his eleGtion fhall be
in the fame manner ; and if ne one perfon fhall be found te have
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a majority of all the votas returned, the vacancy fhall be filled
by the femate and houfe of . reprefentatives, in the fame manner as
the governor is to be eleéted in cafe no one perfon fhall have a
majerity of the votes of the people to be go-vernor,

II. The governor, and, in his abfence, the lieutenant-gover~
nor, fhall be the prefident of the council ; but fhall have no vote
in council : and the lieutenant-governor fhall always be a member
of the council, except when the chair of the gevernor fhall be,
vaeart.,

III. Whenever the chair of the governor fhall be vacant, by
reafon of his death, or abfence from the commonwealth, or
otherwile, the lieuterant-governor for the time being, fhall, du-
ring fuch vacancy, perform all the duties incumbent upon the
governor, and fhall have and exercife all the powers and autho-
rities, which, by this conflitution, the governor is vefted wit
when perfonally prefent. :

. CHAP IL
SE CT. IIl. Council, and the manner of fettling ele&ions
' by the legiflatire. ’

ArT, I. THERE fhail be a council, for advifing the gover-
nor in the executive part of gevernment, to confift of nine per-
fons, befides the lieutenant-governor, whom the governor for the -
time being, fhall have full power and authority, from time to
time, at his difcretion, to aflemble and call together. And the
governor, with the faid counfellors, or five of them at leaft, fhall
and may, from time to time, hold and keep a council, for the
ordering and dire&ing the affairs of the commonwealth, accord-
ing to the laws of the land.

II. Nine counfellors fhall be annually chofen, from among the
perfons returred for counfellors and fenators, on the laft Wed-
nefday in May, by the joint ballot of the fenators and reprefent-
atives affembled in one room. And in cafe there fhall not be
found, upen the firft choice, the whole number of nine perfons,

~who will accept a feat in the council, the deficiency fhall be
made up by the eleftors aforefaid, from among the people at
large ; and'the number of fenators left, fhall eonflitute the fenate
for the year. The feats of the perfons, thuselested from the
fenate, and accepting the truft, fhall be vacated in the fenate.

1. The counfellors, in the civil arrangements of the com-
monwealth, thall have rank, next after the lieutenant-governor.

IV. Not more than two counfellors fhall be chofcn out of amy
jome dilkri& of this commonwealth,
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V. The rcolutions and advice of the council thali berecerded -
in a regifter, and figned by the members prefent; and this re-
sord may be called for, at any time, by cither hoult of the le-
giflature ; and any member of the council may infert bis opinion,-
contrary to the refolution of the mujority.

VI. Whenever the office of the governcr and lieutenant-gover-
nor fhall be vacant, by reafon of death, ubfence, cr otherwi.e,
then the counci!, or the major part of them, thall, during fuch
vacancy, have full power and authority, to do, and execute, all
and every fuch 2&s, matters, and things, as the governor or
lieutenant-governor might or could, by virtue of this conflitu-
tion, do or execute, if they or ecither of them, were perfonally
prefent.

VII. And whereas the eleftions, appointed to be made by
this conltitution, on the laft Wednefday in May angually, by
the two houfes of the legiflature, may not be completed on that
day, the faid ele®ions may be adjourned, from day to day, until
the (ame fhall be completed. And the order of elections - fhall
be as follows: the vacancies in the fenate, if any, fliul firft be
filled up; the governor aund lieutenant-governor fhall then be
eleéted, provided there fhall be no choice of them by the people :
and afterwards the two houfes fhall proceed to the clettion of
the council. ‘

CHAP IIL
S E C T. IV. Secretary, treafurer, commifary, &ec.

ARrT. I. THE fecretary, treafurer, and recciver general, and
the commiffiry general, notaries public, and naval officers, fhall
be chofen apnually, by joint ballot of the fenators and reprefent-
-atives in one room. And that the citizens of this commonwealth
may be affured, from time t: time, that the monies remaining in

- the publictreafury, upon the fettlement and liquidation of the
public accounts, are their property, no man fhaH be eligible, as
-treafurer and receiver general, more than five years fucceffively.

II. The records of the commonwealth fhall be kept dihe
office of the fecretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whofe
condud be fhall be accountable ¢ and he fhall attend the gover-
nor and council, the fenate and howfe of reprefentatives, in per-
fon, or by his dzputies, as they fhall refpectively require,

CHAPTER IIL
FUDICIARY POWER.

“ArT. I. THE tenure, that all commiffion officers fhall by

taw have in their officzs thall be exprefled in their refpeive com-
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miffions, All judicial officers, duly appointed, commiffioned and
{wora, fhall hold their offices during good behaviour, excepting
fuch, concerning whom there is different provifion made in this
conftitution ; provided, neverthele(s, the governor, with confent
ef the council, may remove them upon the addrefs of both
houfes of the legiflature.

II. Each branch of the legiflature, as well as the governor’
and council, fhall have authority, to require the opinions of the
juftices of the fupreme judicial court, upon important queftions
of law, and upon folemn occafions.

II1. In order that the people may not fuffer from the long
continuance in place, of any juftice of the peace, who fhall fail
of difcharging the important duties of his office with ability or
fidelity, all commiffions of juftices of the peace fhall expire and
become void, in the term of feven years from their refpetive
“dates: and upon the expiration of any commiffion, the fame may,
if neceflary, be renewed, or another perfon appointed, as fhall
moft cenduce to the well-being of the commonwealth,

IV. The judges of probate of wills, and for granting letters
of adminiftration, fhall hold their courts at fuch place or places,
on fixed days, as the convemience of the people fhall require.

- And the legiflature fhall, from time to time, hereafter appoint
fuch times and places ; until which appointments, the faid courts
fhall be holden at the times and places, which the refpe&ive
judges fhaR dire&.

V. All caufes of marriage, divorce, and alimony, and all ap-
peals from the judges of probate, fhali be heard and determined
by the governor and council, until the legiflature fhall, by law,
make other provifion. :

CHAPTER IV,

DELEGATES v CONGRESS.

THE delegates of this commonwealth to the congrefs of the
united ftates, fhall, fometime in the month of June annually, be
elefted by the joint ballot of the fenate and houfe of reprefen-
tatives, affembled together in one room; to ferve in congrefs
for one year, to commence on the firt Monday in November
then next enfuing. They fhall have commiffions, under the hand
of the governor, and the great feal of the commonwealth ; but
may be recalled at any time within the year, and others chofen
and commiffioned in the fame manner, in their ftead.

D
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» CHAPTER V.

The uniwr;/:’gy‘at Cambridge, and encouragement of litera=
ture, &c.

SEcTioN I Tee UNIVERSITY.

ArT. I. WHEREAS our wife and pious anceftors, fo early
as the year one shoufand fix hundred and thirty-fix, laid the
foundarion of Harvard college ; in which univerfity many per-
fons of great eminence, have, by the blefling of God, been ini-
tiated in thofe arts and fciences, which qualified them for pub-
lic employments, both in church and ftate: and whereas the
encouragement of arts and fciences, and all good literature,
tends to the honour of God, the advantage of the chriftizn reli-
gion, and the great benefit of this and the other united Ttates of
Anmerica. Itisdeclared, that the prefident and fellows of Har-
vard college, in their corporate cgpacity, and their fucceflors
in that capacity, thgir officers and fervants, fhall have, hold, ufe,
exercife, and enjoy all the powers, authorities, rights, liberties,
privileges, immunities and franchifes, which they new have,
or are entitled to have, hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy : and the
fame are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the faid pre-
fident and fellows of Harvard college, and to their fucceflors,
and to their officers and fervants, refpeively, forever.

II. And whereas there have been,"at fundry times, by divers
perfons, gifts, grants, devifes of houfes, lands, tenements,
goods, chattles, legacies, and conveyances, heretofore made, either
to Harvard college, in Cambridge, in New England, or to the
prefident and fellows of Harvard college, or to the faid college, by
fome other defcription, under feveral charters fucceflively—it is
declared, that all the faid gifts, grants, devifes, legacies, and -
conveyances, are hereby ferever confirmed wunto the prefident
and fellows of Harvard college, and to their fucceflfors in the
capacity aforefwd, according to the true intent and meaning of
the donor or donors, grantor or, grantors, devifor or devifors.

1I1. And whereas, by an a& of the general court of the co-
Jony of Maffachuletts-bay, paffed in the year one theufand fix
hundred and forty-two, the governor and .eputy governor, for

the timg being, and all the magi® aat jurifdi&tion, were,
with the prefident, and a r s clergy in the faid a8t
defcribed, conftituted fi:. of Harvard. college—And
it being neceffary, in " .onflitution of government, to

afcertain, who fhall .ued fucceflors to the faid gevernor,
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deputysgovernor, and magiftrates—it is declared, that the gover-
nor, lieutenant-governor, council, and fenate of this common-
wealth, are,and fhall be deemed their fucceffors ; who, with the
prefident of Harvard-college, for the time being, together with
the minifters of the congregational churches, in the towns of
Cambridge, Watertown, Charlefown, Bofton, Roxbury, and
Dorchefter, mentioned in the faid a&, fhall be, and hereby are,
vefted with all. the powers and authority belonging, or in any
way appertaining, to the overfeers of Harvard college ;—pro-
vided, that nothing herein fhall be conftrued. to prevent the le-
giflature of this commonwealth, from making fuch alterations
i the government of the faid univerfity, as fhall' be conducive
to its advantage, and the intereft of the republic of letters, in
as full a manner, as might have been done by the legiflature of
the late province of the Maffachufetts-bay.
Cuar. V. Secr. . Theencouragement of literature.

W ISD OM and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffufed ge-
nerglly among the body of the people, being neceflary for the
prefervation of their rights and liberties ;. and as thefe depend on.
fpreading the opportunities and advantages of education, in the.
various parts of the country, and among the different orders of
the people, it fhail be the duty of the legiflatures and magiftrates,
in zll- future petiods of this commonwealth, to cherith the inte-.
refts of literature and the fciences, and all feminaries of themn;
efpecially the univerfity at Cambriage, puwiic. [Chvose aiiu giamia
mar fchools in the towns ; to encourage private focieties and
public inftitutions, by rewards and immunities, for the promo-
tion of agriculture, arts, {ciences, commerce, trades, manufac. /
tures, and a natural hiftory of the country;. to countenance
and. inculcate the principles of hymanity and general benevo-
lence, public and private charity, induftry, and frugality, ho-
nefty and pun&uality in their dealings; fincerity, good humeny,;
and all focial affettions and generous fentiments among the people.

CHAPTETR VL
Oathi and fubfcriptions ; incompatibility.of and exclufion froni ‘offfces;
pecuniary qualifications 5 commiffions ; awrits ; confirmation of
laws ; habeas corpus 5 the enalling flile 5 continuance of officers ;

provifion for a future revifal of the conflitution, &c.

ArT. I. Any perfon, chofen governor, or lieutenant gover
nor, counfellor, fenator, or xeprefentatwe, and accepting the:
truft, thall, before he proceed to execute the duties of his place or
effice, tuke, make and fubfcribe the following declaration, viz,r—

Da
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¢ I, A. B, do declare, that I believe the chriftian religion, and
have a firm perfuafion of its truth; and that I am feized and
poffefled, in my own right, of the property, required by the con-
ftitution, asone qualification for the office or place, to which I
am elefted.”

And the governor, lieutenant governor, and counfellors, fhall
make and fubfcribe the faid deglaration, in the prefence of the
two houfes of affembly; and the fenators and reprefentatives
firft eleCted under this conftitution, before the prefidentand five
of the council of the former conititution ; and, forever after-
wards, before the governor and council for the time being.

And every perion, chofen to either of the places or officos
aforefaid, ‘as alfo any perfon, appointed or commiflioned to any
judicial, executive, military, or other cffice under the govesn-
ment, fhall, before he enters on the difcharge of the bufinefs of
his place or cffice, take and fubfcribe the following declaration,
and oaths or affirmations, ViZ. e ;

¢« I, 4. B.deotruly and fincerely acknewledge, profefs, tefti-
fy, ard declare, that thecommonwealth of Maflachufetts is, and
of right ought to be, = free, {overeign and independent ftate ; and
1 do fwear, that I wiii bear true faith and allegiance to the faid
commonwealth, and that I will defend the fame, againft traicorous
confpiracies, and )l hoflile attempts whatloever. :—and that I
do renounce an abjure all 2ilegiance, fubjeétion, and obedicnce,
to the king, queen oy gevoriiicutof Grent Diiwing as the cafe
may be, and every other fureign power whatfoever :—And that no
foreign prince, perfon, prelate, ftateor potentate, hath, or eught
to have, any juriidi€ticn, fupericrity, pre-eminence, authority,
difpenfing, or other power, in any matter, civil, ecclefaftical, or
fpiritual, within this commonwealth ; except the authority and
power, which is or may be vefted, by their conftituents, in the
congrefs of the united ftates : and I do further teftify and de-
clare, that no man or body of men, hath or can have any right to
abfolve or difcharge me from the obligation of this oxth, de-
claration or affirmation ; and that I do maske this acknowledg-
ment, profeflion, teftimony, declaration, denial, rermnc@ation
and abjuration, heartily and truly, according to the cemmon
‘meaning and acceptation of the foregoing words, without any
equivocation, mental evafion, ‘or fecret refervation whatfoever,
So help me God.”

¢« I, A. B, do folemnly fwear and affirm, that I will faithfully
and impartially difcharge and perform all the duties, incumbent
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on, me as , according to the beft 'of my abilities and
underftanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the
conflitution, and the laws of this comnonwealth. So help me
. God.i' -

- Provided always, .that when any perfon chofen or appointed as.
aforefaid, fhall be of the denomination of the people cailed qua-
kers, and fhall decline taking the faid oaths,.he fhall make his
affirmation in the foregoing form, and fubfcribe the fame, o-
mitting the words, ¢ Ido fwear,” and abjure,” < oath,”
““.and abjuration,” in the firlt oath; and in the fecond ohth, the
words, ¢ favear and ;>* and in each of them the words, ¢¢ So belp-
me God ; fubjoining, inftead thereof, ¢ This I do under the pains
and penalties of perjury.” )

And the {aid oaths or affirmations fhall be taken and fubf¢ri-
bed, by the governor, lieutenant governor,, and counfellors,.
before the prefident of the fenate, in the prefence of the two
houfes of affembly ;:and by the fenators and reprefentatives firft
elefted under this conflitution,.before the prefident, and five of'
the council, of the former conftitution ; and, forever afterwards,.
before the governor and council for the time being : and by the
refidue of the officers aforefaid,.before fuch perfons and in fuch
manner,.as from time to time fhall be prefcribed, by the legif-
lature, .

I1. No governor,lieutenant governor or judge of the fupreme
judical court,. fhall hold any other office,or place, under the au-
thority of this commonwealth, except fuch as by this conftitution
they are admitted to hold, faving that the judges of the faid
court may hold the offices of juftices of the peace through the
ftate; nor fhall they hold any other place or office, or reccive:
any penfion or falary, from any other ftate, or government, or
power, whatever. . )

No perfon fhall be capable of holding or exercifing, at the:
fame time, more than one of the following offices within this-
flate, wiz. judge of probate, fheriff, regifter of probate, or-
regifter of deeds: and never more than any two offices, which:
are to be held by appointment of the governor, or the governop:
and council, or the fenate, or the houfe of reprefentatives, or by
the cletion of the people of the ftate at laige, or of the people
of any county, (miilitary officea, and the office of juftice of the
peace excepted) fhall be held by one perfon. '

No perfon, holding the office of judge of the fupreme judiciak:
sourt, fecretary, attorney-general, folicitor general, trcafurer og

D



10 CONSTITUTION

xeceiver-general, judge of probate, commiflary-general; prefi-
dent, profeflor, or inftrudtor of Harvard college ; fheriff, clerk
ef the houfe of reprefentatives, regifter of prebate, regifter of
deeds, clerk of the fupreme judicial court, clerk of the inferior
court of common pleas, or officer of the cuftoms, (including in
this defcription naval officers) fhall at the fame time have a feat
in the fenate or hou’ of reprefentatives ; but their being chofen
or appointed to, and accepting the fame, fhall operate as a re-
fignation of their {eat in the fenate or houfe of reprefentatives ;
and the place fo vacated fhall be filled up.

And the fame rule fhall take place, in cafe any judge, of the
faid fupreme judicial court, or judge of probate, fhall accept a
feat in council ; or any counfellor thall accept of either of thofe
offices or places.

And no perfon fhall ever be admitted to hold a feat in the le-
giflature, orany office of truft or importance under the govern-
ment of this commonwealth, who fhall, in the due courfe of law,
have been convifked of bribery, or corruptwn, in obmmng an
elettion or appeintment.

I11. In all cafes, where fums of money are mentioned in this
eonftitution, the value thereof fhall be computed in filver, at
fix fhillings and eight-pence per ounce ; and it fhall bein the
power of the legiflature, from time to time, to increafe fuch qua-
lifications, as to property, of the perfons to be eletted into offices,
as the circumftances of the commonwealth fhall require.

IV. All commiffions fhull be in the name of the commonwealth
.of Maffachufetts, figned by the governor, and attefted by the
fecretary or his deputy, and have the great feal of the common-
wealth affixed thereto.

V. All writs, iffuing out of she clerk’s office, in any of the
eourts of law, fhall be in the name of the commonwealth of
Maffachufetts : they fhall be under the feal of the court from
whence they iffue : they fhall bear teft of the firft juftice of the
court, to which they fhall bereturnable, (who is not a party)
‘and be figned by the clerk of fuch court.

VI. All the laws, which Have heretofore been adopted, ufed
‘and approved in the province, colony, or ftate, of Maffachufetts-
bay, and ufually pra&tifed on in the courts of law, fhall Rill
remain and be in full force, until altered or repealed by the le-
‘giflature : fuch parts only excepted, as are repugnant to the
rights and liberties contained in this conftitution.

VIL. The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas corpus
fhall be enjoyedin this commonwcalth, in the moft fyee, ealy,
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cheap, expeditious and ample manner; and fhall not be fuf-
pended by the legiflature, except upon the moft urgent and
prefling occafions, and for a limited time, not exceeding twelve
months.

VIII. The ena&ing ftile, in making and paffing all aéts, fta-
tutes, and laws, fhall be, ¢ Be it enaéted by the fenate and
houfe of reprefentatives, in general court afflembled, and by the
autherity of the fame,”

IX. To theend there may be no failure of juftice, or danger
arife to the commonwealth, frem a change of the form of go-
vernment,—all officers, civil and military, holding commiffiens
under the government and people of Maffachafetts Bay in New
England, and all other officers of the faid government and peo-
ple, at the time this conflitution fhall take effety thall have, held,
ufe, exercife, and enjoy, all the powers and authority to them
granted or committed, until other perfons fhall be appointed in
their ftead : and all courts of law fhall procecd in the execution
of the bufinefs of their refpective departments ; and all the ex-
esutive and legiflative officers, bodies, and powers fhall conti-
nue in full force in the enjoyment and exercife of all their trufts,
employments, and authority ; until the general court, and the
fupreme and exccutive officers, under this cenflitution, are de-
fignated and invefted with their. refpe&ive trufts, powers, and
authority.

X. In order the more eﬂ’e&ually to adhereto the principles of
the conftitution, and to cerre&t thofe violations which by any
means may be made therein, as well as to form fuch alterations
as from experience fhall be found neceffary, the general court,
which fhall be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hun-
dred and ninety five, fall iffue precepts to the feleétmen of the
feveral towns and to the afleflors of the unincorporated planta-
_ tions, dire&ing them to convene the qualified voters of their re~
fpedtive towns and plantations, for the purpofe of colleting their
fentiments, on the neceflity or expediency of revifing the conti- -
tution in order to amendments.

And if it fhall appear, by the returns made, that two thirds ~
of the qualified voters throughout the ftate, who fhail aflemble
and vote in confequence of the faid precepts, are in favour of
fuch revifion or amendment, the general court fhall iffue pre-
cepts, or direct them te be iffued from the fecretary’s office, to
the feveral towns, to eledt delegates to meet in convention, far
the purpofe aforefaid,
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The faid delegates to be chofen in the fame manner and’ pro-
portion, as their reprefentatives, in the fecond branch of the le-
- giflature, are by this conftitution to be chofen.

XI.. This form of government fhall be enrolled on parchment,
and depofited in the fecretary’s office,. and be a part of the laws .
of the land ; and printed copies thereof fhall be prefixed ta the
book containing the laws of this commonwealth, in all future:
editions of the faid laws.

JAMES BOWDOIN, Prefdent.

Attefl. SAMUEL BARRET, Secretary.
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RHODE-ISLAND:
Rbode Ifiand charter, granted by king Charles 11. in the fourteenth-

year of bis reign.
Ruintadecima. pars patenthum, Anno regni regis- Caroli fecundi;
quintodecimo.

HARLES the {econd, by the grace of God, &c. To all,.
to whom thefe prefents fhall come, greeting. Whereas we
have been informed, by the petition of our trufty and well be-
loved fubjefts, John Clarke, on-the behalf of Benedi&t’Arnold,,
William Brenton, William Codingten, Nicholas Eafton, Willi-
am Boulfton, John Porter, John Smith, Samuel Gorton, John
‘Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter,.
John Cogethall, Jofeph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene,
John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, William Field, James Barker,.
Richard Tew, Thomas Harris, and William Dyre, and the reft.
of the purchafers,.and free injabitants of our ifland called Rhode-
Ifland, and the ret of the colony of Providence plantations, in:
the Narraganfet bay, in New Englandin America—That they,,
purfuing with peace and loyal minds their fober, ferious, and
religious intentions, of godly edifying themfelves, and one ano-
ther, in the holy chriftian faith and worthip as they were per-
fuaded together with the gaining over and converfion of the poor.
ignorant Indian natives, in thofe parts of America, to the fin-
cere profeflion and obedience of the fame faith and worfhip, did-
not only, by the confent and goed encouragement of our royal
progenitors, tranfport themfelves, out of this kingdom of Eng-
land, into America ; but alfo fince their arrival there, after their
firft fettlement amongft other of our fubjeéts in thofe parts, for
-the avoiding of difcord, ard thofe many evils which were like-
ly to enfue upon thofe our fubjelts, not being able to bear, in

N
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thofe remote parts, their different apprehenfions in religious
concernments.; and in. purfuance of the aforefaid ends, did once
again leave their defirable ftations and habitations, and with ex-
ceffive labour and travel, hazard amd charge, did tranfplant
themfelves into the mid@t of the Indian natives, who, as we are
informed, are the moft potent princes and people of all that
country ; where by the good providénce of God, (from whom
the plantations have taken their name) upon their labour and
induftry; they have not only been preferved to admiration, but
have increafed 'and profpered, and are feizéd 'and poflefled, by
purchafe and confent of the (aid natives, to their full content, of
fuch lands, iflands, rivers, harbours, and roads, as are very
convenient both for plantations, and alfo for building of fhips,
fupply of pnpe-&aves, and other merchandife, which Tie very
commodious in many refpets for commerce, and toaccommodate,
our fouthern plantations, and may much advance the trade of
this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories thereof ; they
having, by near neighbourhood to, .and frieadly fociety with,
the great body of Nurraganfet Indians, given them encourage-
ment, of their own accord, to fubjeét themfclves, their people
and lands unto us; whereby, as is hoped, there may, in time,
by the bleffing of God upon their endeavours, be laid a fure
foundation of happinefs to all America:—

And whereas, in their humble-addrefs, they have fr eely declar-

ed, that it is much on their hearts (it they bepermited) to-hald —

forth a lively experiment, that a moft flourithing civil ftate may
ftand, and beft be maintained, and that among our Englifh fub-
jefts, with a full liberty in religious concernments; and that
true piety, rightly grounded upon gofpel principles, will give
the beft and greateft fecurity to fovereignty, and will lay in the
hearts of men the ftrongeft obligations to true loyalty ;—
Now, know ye, that we—(being willing to emcourage the
hopeful undertaking of our faid loyal and loving fubjeéts, and to
fecure them in the free exercife and enjoyment of all their civil
and religious rights appertammg to them, as our lovmg fub-
jefts, and to fecure them in the free exercife and enjoyment
of all their civil and religious rights appertaining to them,
as our loving fubjeéts ; and to preferve unto them that liberty,
in the true chriftian faith, and worthip of God, which they
have fought (with fo much travel, and with peaceable minds
and loyal fubjeion to our roya\ pmgemto:s, and ourfelves) to
> enjoy; and becaufe fome of the'people and inhabitants of the
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fame colony cannot, in their private opinion, conform ‘to the
public exercife of religion, according to the liturgy, form, and
ceremonies of the church of England, or take or fubfcribe the
oaths and articles, made and eftablifhed in that behalf ; and for
that the fame, by reafon of the remote diftances of thofe places;.
will, as we hepe, be no breach of the unity and uniformity ef-
tablithed in this nation—~) have therefore thought fit, and do
hereby publifh, grant, ordain, and declare that our royal will
and pleafure is— '

That no perfon within the faid colony, at any time hereafter,
fhall be anywife molefted, punithed, difquieted, or called in quef-
tion, for any differences in opinion in matters of religion, who
do not a&ually difturb the civil peace of our faid colony ; but
that all and every perfon and perfons may, from time to time,

- and at all times hereafier, freely and fully ‘have and enjoy his

" and their own judgments and confciences, in matters of religi-
ous concernments, throughout the tra& of land hereafter men.
tioned—they behaving themfelves peaceably and quietly, and
not ufing this liberty, to licentioufnefs and profanenefs, nor to
the civil injury or outward difturbance of others s=—any law,
ftatute or claufe therein contained, or to be contained, ufaxe or
cuftom of this realm,to the contrary hereof, in any wite not-
withftanding,

And that they may be in the better capacity ta defend them-
feves, 1n their juft rights and Iiberties, againft all the enemjes of
the chriftian faith, and othess, in all refpeéts—we have further
thought fit, and at the humble petition of the perfons afore-
faid, are gr: cicufly pleafed to declare,

That they fhall have and enjoy the benefit of our late a& of
indemnity, and free pardon, as the reft of our fubjefs in other
our dominions and territories have ; and to creste and make
them a body politic or corporate, with the powers or privileges
herein after wentioned, And accordingly, our will and pleafure -
is,and of our efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mer¢ motion,
we have ordained, conttituted ayd declared ; and by thefe prefents,
for us, our heirs and fucceflors, do ordain, conftitute, and de- )
clare, that they the faid William Brenton, William Codington,_
Nicholas Eafton, Benedi& Arnold, William Boulfton, John Por-
ter, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, John Weekes, Roger Willi-
ams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogefhall, Jofeph
Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, William
Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, Richard Tew, William Field, Tho-
mas Haris, James Barker, Rainthoryew,

s
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Williams and John Nickfon, and-all fuch others as are now, or
hereafter fhall be admitted free of the company and fociety of
our colony of Providence plantations, in the Narragarfet bay,
in New England, fhall be, from time to time, and for ever here-
after, a body corporate and politic, in. fat and name, by the
name of the governor and company. of the Englith colony of
Rhode Ifland, and Providence plantations, in New England, in
America ; and that by the fame name, they and their fucceffors
fhall and may have perpetual fucceffion,.and fhall and may be
perfons able and capable in the law to fue and. be fued, to plead

and be inpleaded, to anfwer and to be anfwered unto, to defend

. and to be defended, in all and fingular fuits, caules, quarrels,
matters, ations, and things, of what kind or nature foever;
aud alfo to have, take, pofiefs, acquire, and purchafe lands, te-
nements, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattles, and the
fame to leafe, grant, demife,.alien, bargain, fell, and difpofe of,
at their own will and pleafure, as other our liege people of this
our realm of England, or any corporation or body politic with-
in the fame, may lawfully do;

And further, that they the faid governor and company, and
their fucceflors, fhall, and may, for ever hereafter, have a com-
mon feal, to ferve and ufe for all matters, caufes, things, and
affairs whatfoever, of them and their fucceffors ; and the fame
Jeal to alter, change, break, and make new, from time to time,
at their will and pleafure, as they fhall think fit.

And further, we will and ordain, and by thefe prefents, for
us, our heirs and fucceflors, declare and appeint, thar, for the
better ordering and managing of the affairs and bufinefs of the
{aid company and their fucceffors, there fhall be one governor,
one deputy-governor, and ten affiftants, to be from time to
time conftituted, elefted, and chofen, out of the freemen of the
faid company, for the time being, in fuch manner and form, as
is hereafter in thefe prefents exprefled ; which faid - officers fhall
apply themfelves to take care, for the beft difpofing and order-
ing of.the general bufinefs and affairs of, and concerning the
lands ‘and hereditaments hecein aftermentioned to be granted,
and the plantation thereof, and the government of the people
there.

And for the better execution of our royal pleafure herein, we
do, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, affign, name, conftitute and

- appoint, the aforefaid Benedi& Arnold, to be the firft and prefent

governor of the faid company ; and the faid William Brenton, *

- e
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to be the deputy.governor; and the faid William Boulfton,
John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, John Smith,
Jobn Greene, John Cogefhall, James Barker, William Field,
and Jofeph Clarke, to be the ten prefent afliftants of the faid
company, to continue in the faid feveral offices refpe&ively, un-
til the firft Wednefday which fhall be in the month of May now
next coming.

And further, wewill, and by thefe prefents, for us, eur heirs,
and fucceffors, do ordain and grant, that the governor of the
faid company, for the time being, or in his abfence, by occafion
of ficknefs, or otherwife, by his leave or permiffion, the deputy- -
governor for the time being, fhall and may, from time to time,
upon all occafions, give order for the affembling of the faid com- .
pany, and calling them together, to con(ult and advife of the
bufinefs and affairs of the faid company ; and that for ever here-
after, twice in every year, that is to fay, on every firt Wednef-
day in the month of May, and on every laft- Wednefday in
O&ober, or oftener, 1n cafe it fhall be requifite, the affiftants, and
fuch of the freemen of the faid company, not exceeding fix per-
fons for Newport, four perfons for each of the re(pedtive towns -
of Providence, Portfmouth, and Warwick, and two perfons for
each other place, town, or city, who fhall be from time to tinfe
thereunto ele&ed or deputed, by the major part of the freemen
of the refpetive towns or places to which they fhall be fo elec-
ted or deputed, fhall have a general meeting er aflembly, then
and there to confult, advife and determine, in and about the
affairs and bufine(s of the faid company, and plantatiens. _.

And further, wedo, of our efpecial grage, certain knowledge,

" and mere motion, give and grant unto the faid governor and
company of the Englifh colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence
plantations, in New England in America, and their fuccef-,
fors, that the governor or in his abfence, or by his penmﬂion,
the deputy governor, of the faid company for the time being,
the affitants, and fuch of the freemen of the faid company, as
-fhall be fo aforefaid ele&ted or deputed, or fo many of them
as fhall be prefent at fuch mesting or aflembly, as aforefaid,
fhall be called the general affembly ; and that they, or the great-
eft part of them then prefent (whereof the governor or deputy-
governor, and fix of the affiftants at leaft, to be feven,) fhall
have, and have hereby given and granted unto them, full power
and authority, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to
appoint, alter, and change fuch days, times and places of meet-
in3, and general affembly, asthey fhall think fit; and to chufe,
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rominate, and appoint fuch and fo many perfons as they fhail think
fit, and fhall be willing to accept the fame, to be frce of the faid
company and body politic, and them into ‘the fame to admit j and”
toeledt, and conftitute fuch offices and officers, and to grant
fach needful commiffions, as they fhall think fit, and requifite,
for ordering, managing, and difpatching of the affairs of the
faid governor and company, and their fucceffors; and from time
to time, to make, ordain, conftitute, and repeal, fuch laws, fta-
tutes, orders and ordinances, forms, and ceremonies of governa-
ment and magiftracy, as to them fhall feem meet, for tte good
and welfare of the faid company, and for the government and or-
dering of the lands and hereditaments herein after mentioned to
be granted, and of the people that do, or at any time hereaftee
fhall inhabit, or be within the fame ; fo as fuch laws, ordinance-,
and conftitutions, fo made, be not contrary and repugnant unto,
but, (as near as may be) agreeable to, the laws of this our realm
of England, confidering the nature and conftitution of the place
and people there 5 and alfo, to appoint, order, and diret, eret
and fettle fuch places and courts of jurifdiétion, for hearing and
determining of all a&tions, cafes, matters and things, happening
within ths faid colony and plantation, and which fhall be in dife
pute, and depending there, as they fhall think fit; and alfo to
diitinguith and fet forth the feveral names and titles, duties, pows
ers, and limits, of each court, office, and officer, fuperior and in<
ferior ; and alfo, to contrive and appoint fuch forms of oaths and
atteftations, not repugnant, but (as near-as may be) agreeable, as
aforefaid, to the laws and ftatutes of this our realm, as are con-
. venient and requifite, with refpet to the due adminiftration of
juftice, and due execution and difcharge of all offices and places
of truft, by the perfons that fhall be therein concerned; and alfo
te regulate and order the way and manner of all ele®tions to of-
fices and places of truft, and to prefcribe, limit and dittinguifh
the number and bounds of all places, towns and cities, within
the limits and bounds hercin after mentioned, and not herein par:
ticularly named, that have or fhall have the power of elefting
and fending of freemen to the faid general affembly ; and alio to
order, direét, and authorife the impofing of lawful and reafonable
fines, mul&;, imprilonments, and executing other punifhments;
peeum.xry and corporal, upon offenders and delinquents, accords
ing to the courfe of other corporations, within this cur kmgdorn
of England; and again, to alter, revoke, annul or pardon, undet
their common feal, or otherwife, fuch fines, muléts, imprifon-
ments, fentences, julgments and conlcmnations, as fhall by
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thought fit; and to dire&, rule, order, and difpofe of all other
matters and things, and particularly that which relates to the

. making of purchafes of the native Indians, as to them fhall {eem

meet ; whereby our faid people, and inhabitants in the faid plan-
tations, may be fo religioufly, peaceably, and civilly governed, as
that, by their good life, and orderly converfation, they may win
and invite the native Indians of the country, to the knowledge
and obedience of the only true God and $aviour of mankind ;
willing, commanding and requiring, and by thefe prefents, for
us, our heirs, and fucceflors, ordaining and appointing, that all
fuch laws, ftatutes, orders, and ordimances, inltruétions, impo-
fitions and directions, as fhall be {fo made by the governor, de-
puty, affiflants, and freemen, or fuch number of them as afore-
faid, and publifhed 4n writing under their commoa feal, fhall be
carefully andduly obferved, kept, performed, and put in execu-
tjon, according to the true intent and meaning of the fame. And
thefe -aur letters patents, or the duplicate or exemplification there-
of, fhall be, to all and every fuch officers, (uperior or inferior,
£rom time to time, for the putting of the fame orders, laws, fta-
tutes, ordinances, inftru&tions, and diretions, in due execution,
againft us, our heirs and {ucceffors, a fufficient warrant and dif=
charge.

And further, our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby, for
vs, our heirs and fucceffors, eftablifh and ordain, that yearly,
ence in the year for ever hereafter, namely, the aforefaid Wed-
pefday in May, and at the town of Newport, or elfewhere, if
urgent occafion do require, the governor, deputy governorand
afliftants of the faid company, and other officers of the faid compa-
By, or fuch of them asthe general affembly fhall think fit, thall be,
in the faid general court or-aflembly, to be held from that day or
time, newly chofen for the yearenfuing, by the greater part of the
faid company for the time being, as thall be then and there prefent.
Andif it fhall happen,that the prefent governor, deputy governor,
and aflifants, by thefe prefents appointed, or any fuch as fhall
hereafter be newly chofen into their rooms, or any of them, or any
other the officers of the faid company, thall die,or be removed from
his or their feveral offices or piaces, before the faid general day of
eleion, (whom we do hereby declare, for any mifiemeanor or
default, toberemovable by the governor, affifants and company,
or fuch greater part of them, in any of the faid public courts to
be aflembled, as aforefaid) that then, and in every fuch cafe, it
fhali and inay be lawful to and for the faid governor, deputy go-
yernor, afliftants, and company aforefaid, or iuch greater part of
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them fo to be affembled, as is aforefaid, in any of their affem-
blies, to proceed to a new ele€tion of ene or mose of their compa-
ny, in the room or place, rooms or places, of fuch officer or offi-
cers fo dying, or removed, according to their direftions. And
immediately upon and after fuch elettion or eleftions made, of
fuch governor, deputy governor, affitant or aflitants, or any
other officer of the faid company, in manner and. form aforefaid,.
the authority, office and pewer, before given to the former go-
vernor, deputy governor, and other officer and officers {o remov-
ed, in whofe ftead and place new fhall be chofe n, fhall, as to hidx
and them, and every of them refpsctively, ceafe and determine :—
Provided always, and: our will and pleafure is, that as well fuch
s are by thefe prefents appointed to be the prefent governor, de-
puty governor, and affiltants of the faid company, as thofe which
fhall fucceed them, and all other officers, to be appointed and.cho-
fen as aforefuid, fhall, before the undertaking the exécution of the
faid offices and places refpetively, give their folemn engagement,.
by oath or otherwile, for the due and faithful. performance of theis
duties, in their feveral offices and places,, before fuch perfon or
perfons, as are by thefe prefents hereafter appointed to take and
receive the fame ;—that is to fay, the faid Benedi&t Arnold, who-
is herein before nomimated and appointed the prefent governor of
the faid company, fhall give the aforefaid engagement, before
Wiiliam Brenton, or any two of the faid affiftants of the faid com-
pany, unto whom we do by thefe prefents give full power and au.
thority to require and receive the fame :-and the faid Wm. Brenton,
who is hereby beforenominated and’ appointed the prefent deputy
governor of the faid company, fhall give the aforefaid. engage-
ment before the faid Benedi& Arnold, or any two of the affitt-
ants of the faid company, unto whom we do, by thefe prefents,,
give full power and authority to require and receive the fame ; and
the faid William Boulfton, John Porter, Roger Williams, Tho-
mas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, John Coggethall, James
Barker, William Field, and Jofeph Clarke, who are herein before
nominated and appointed the prefent affiftants of the company,
flhall give the faid engagement to their offices and. places refpec-
tively belonging, before the (aid Benedi&@ Arnold and William.
Brenton, or one of them, to whom refpeétively we do hereby
give full power and authority to require, adminifter or receive
the fame. And further our will snd pleafure is, that all and-
every other future governor, or deputy governor, to be ele&ted
and chofen by virtue. of thefe prefents, fhall give the faid engage-
ment before two or mere of the faid affiftants,, of the faid com-
E a
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pany for the time being, unto whom we do, by thefe prefents,
give full power and authority to require, adminifter or receive
the fame; and the fuid affiftants, and every of them, and all
and every other officer or cfficers, to be hereafter eleGted and
chofen by virtue of thefe prefents, from time to time, fhall give
the like engagements to their offices and places refpeCtively be-
longing, before the governor, or deputy governor, for the time
being ; unto which fuid governor, or deputy governor, we do by
thefe prefents give full power and authority to require, adminifter
or receive the fame accordingly.

And we do likewife, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give and
grant unto the faid governor and company, and their fucceflors,
by thefe prefents, that for the more peaceable and orderly govern-
ment of the faid plantations, it fhall and may be lawful for the
governor, deputy governor, affiftants, and all other officers and
minifters of the faid company, in the adminiltration of juftice, and
exercife of government, in the faid plantations, to ufe, exercife,
and put in execution, fuch methods, rules, orders, and direti-
ons, (not being contrary and repugnant to the laws and ftatutes
of this our realm) as have been heretofore given, ufed, and ac.
cuftomed in fuch cafes refpetively, to be put in pradtice, until at
tlie next, or fome other general affembly, efpecial provifion fhall
be made in the cafes aforefaid.

And we do further, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give and
grant unto the faid governor and company, and their fucceffors,
by thefe prefents, that it fhall and may be lawful to and for the
faid governor, or, in his abfence, the deputy governor, and ma-
jor part of the faid affiftants for the time being, at any time,
when the (2id general aflembly is not fitting, to nominate, ap«
print and confitute fuch and fo many commanders, governors,
and military cofficers, as to them fhall feem requifite, for the lead-
ing, conduéting, and training up the inhabitants of the faid

_plantations in martial affairs, and for the defunce and fufeguard

of the fuid plantations ; and that it fhall and may be lawful to
and for ail and every fuch commander, governor, and military
officer, that fhall be fo as afoiefaid, or by the governor, or in
bis abfence the deputy governor, and fix of the affitants, and
major part of the freemen of the faid company, prefent at any
general affemblies, nominated, appointed and conftituted, ac-
cording to the tenor of his and their refpeftive commiffions
and direftions, to affemble, exercife in arms, marfhal, array,
#nd put in warlike pofture, the inhabitants of the faid colony, for
their efpecial defence and fafety ; and to lead and conduét the faid
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inhabitants, and to encounter, repulfe, and refitt by force of
arms, as well by fea as by land, to kill, flay, anddeftroy, by ail
fitting ways, enterprifes, and means whatfoever, all and every
fuch -perfon or perfons, as fhall at any time hereafter attempt cr
enterprife the deftru&tion,_invafion,.detriment or annoyance of
the faid inhabitants or plantations ; and to ufe and exercife.the
law martial, in fuch cafes only as occafion fhall neceflarily re-
quire ; and to take and furprife, by all ways and means what-
foever, all and every fuch perfon and perfons, with their fhip or
fhips, armour, ammunitien, or other goods of fuch perfons, as
fhall in hoftile manner invade or attempt the defeating of the faid
plantation, or the hurt of the faid company and inhabitants ; and
upon juft caufes to invade and deftroy the natives, Indians, or o-
ther enemies of the faid colony.

Neverthele(s, our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby de.
clare, to the reft of our colonies in New-England, that 1t fhall
not be lawful for this our faid colony of Rhode-Ifland and Pro-
vidence plantations, in America, in New England, to invade
the natives inhabiting within the bounds and limits of their faid
colonies, without the knowledge and confent of the faid other
colonies. And it is hereby declared, that it fhall not be lawful
to or for the reft of the colonies to invade or moleft the native In-
dians, or any other inhabitants, inhabiting within the bounds
or limits hereafter mentioned, (they having f{ubjeéted themfelves
unto us, and being by us taken into our fpzcial protettion) witha-
out the knowledge and confent of the governor and company of
our colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantation,

Alfo our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby declare unto
all Chrifian kings, princes and ftates, that if any perfon, who
thall hereafter be of the faid company or plantation, or any o~
ther, by appointment of the faid governor and company, for the
_time being, fhall at any time or times hercafter, rob or fpoil,
by fea or land, or do any hurt, orunlawtul hottility, to any of
the fubjets of us, our heirs and fuccefl.rs, or to any of
the fubjefts of any prince or flate, being then in lesguce with
us, our heirs and fucceflors ; upon complaint of fuch injury
done to any fuch prince or ftate, or their fubjeéts, we, our heirs
and fucceffors, will make open prociamation, within any prts of
our reahn of England, fit for that purpole, that the pesfon our
perfons committing any fuch robbery or fpoii, thi, vithin the
time limited by fuch prociamation, make fuli veflitution ur fats-
fa&ion of all fuch injuries done or committed, fo as the iaii prince,
or othas fo complaining, may hrc:: fully fatisfied and coutcunn
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ed ; and if the faid perfon or perfons, who fhall commit ary
fuch robbery or fpoil, fhall not make fatisfattion accordingly,
within fuch time {o to be limited, that then we, our heirs and
fucceflors, will put fuch perfon or perfons out of our allegiance-
and proteion : and that then it thall and may be lawful and
free for all princes or others, to profecute with hoftility fuch offend«
ers, and every of them, their and every of their procurers, aiders;
abettors and counfellors in that behalf.

Provided alfo, and our exprefs wilk and pleafure is, and we do
by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflors, ordain and ap.
point, that thefe prefents fhall net in any manner hinder any of’
our loving fubjeSts whatfoever, from ufing and exercifing the
trade of fithing upon the coaft of New England, in Americas,
but that they, and every or any of them, fhall have full and free
power and liberty to continue and ufe the trade of fithing upon.
the faid coaft, in any of the feas thereunts. adjoining, or any
arms of the fea, or falt-water, rivers and crecks, where they
have been accuftomed to fith; and to build and fét upon ‘the
wafte land, belonging to the faid colony and plantations, fuch
wharfs, ftages, and work-houfes, as fhall be neceflary for the falt«
ing, drying and keeping of their fith, to-be taken or gotten upoix
that coaft, :

And further, for the encouragement of the inhabitants of our
faid colony of Providence plantation,, to fet upon the bufinefs of
taking whales, it fhail be law-ful for them, or any of them, hav-
ing firuck a whale, dubertus, or other great fith, it orthem to pur-
fue unto that coaft, and into any bay, river, cove, creek or
thore, belonging thereto,, and it or them upon' the faid coaft, or in
the faid bay, river, cove, creek, or fhore belorging thereto, to.
kill and order for the beft advantage, without moleftation, they
making no wilful wafte or fpoil ; any thing in thefe prefents con-
tained, os any other matter or thing to the contrary notwithftand-
ing. : :

And further alfo, weare gracioufly pleafed, and do hereby de-
¢lare, that if any of the inhabitauts of our faid colony do fet
upon the planting of vineyards, (the foil and climate both feem~
ing naturally to concur to the produ&ion of vines) or be induftri~
ous in the difcovery of filhing-banks, in or about the faid colo-
ny, we will, from time to time, give and allow all due and
fitting encourugement therein, as to others in cafes of like nature..

And fuither, of our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and
mere motion, we have given and granted, and by thefe prefents,,
%or us, our heirs and fucceflors, do give and -grant, unto die
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fid governor and company of ‘the Bnglith colony of Rhode-
Ifland and Providence plantation, in the Narraganfét bay, #h
New England, in America, and to every inhabitant there, and
to every perfon, and perfons trading thither, and to every fuch.
perfon or perfons, as are or fhall be free of the fxid colony, full
powerand authority, from time fo time,. and all times. hereafteft,
to tike, thip, tranfport, and cafy away, out of any of our
¥ealms and dominions,, for, and towards the plantation and. de-
fenice of the faid colony, fuch and fo many of our loving fubjeéts,.
‘and Rrangers, as fhall or will willingly accompény them in and
to their faid colony and plantation, except fuch perfon, or per-
Tons, as are or thall be therein reftrained by us, our heirs, and,
fucceffors, or any law or fatute of this realm ; and alfo to thip
‘and tranfport all and all manner of goods, chdttels, merchandife,
and ether things whatfoever, that are or fhall be ufeful or ne-
éeffary for the faid plantations, and defence thereof, and ufually
tranfported, and not prohibitéd by any law or ftatute of this
our realm; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs, and fuc-
‘céffors, fuch dutics, cuffoms and fubfidies, as are or ought tb.
‘bepaid or payable for the fame..

And further, our will and pleafure is, and we do,. for us, our
‘Beirs and fuccéflors, ordaim, declare, and grant, unto the faid
‘goverrior and ‘comgpany, and their fucceffors, that all and eévery
‘the fubjefts of us, our heirs and fucceffors, which are already
planted ‘and fettked within our faid colony of Providence planta-
tions, er which fhall hereafter goto inhabit within the faid. colony,
-and all and every of their children which have been born there,.
“or which fhall happen hereafter to be born there, or on the f¢a

“going thither, or returning ftom thence, fhall have and enjoy
-all hiberties and immunities of free and natural fubje&s, withn

any the dominions. of us, our lieirs and fucceffors, to all intents,,
copftructions, and purpofés, whatfoever, as if they and every of
them were Born within the realm of England,

And further, know ye, that we, of our mare abundant grace,,
certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted, and
confirmed, and by thefe prefents, for us,, our heirs and fucceffors,.
do give, grant, and confirm unto the faid governor and company,
and their fucceflors, all that part of our domjnions, in New Eng-
land, in America, containing the Nahantick and Nanhygan(ett.
alias Narraganfet bay, and countries and parts adjacent, bounded
on the weft, or wefterly,. to the middle or chanael of a river there,,
commonly called and known by the name of Pawcatuck, alias

“Pawcawtuck siver, and fo along the-faid river, as the greater éx
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middle ftream thereof reacheth or lies up into the nerth country;
northward unto the head thereof, and from thence by a fraight
line drawn due north, until it meet with the fouth line of the
Maflachufetts colony ; and on the north or northerly, by the a-
forefaid fouth or foutherly line of the Maffuchufetts colony or
plantation, and extending tawards the eaft or eaftwardly three
Englith miles, to the eaft and north-ealt of the moft eaftern and
no:th eaftern parts of the aforefaid Narraganfet bay, as the faid
bay lieth or extendeth itfelf from the ocean on the fouth or fouth
wardly, unto the mouth of the viver which runneth towards the
town of Providence, and from thence along the eaftwardly fide
or bank of the faid river (higher called by the name of Seacunck
xiver) up to the falls called Patucket falls, being the moft weft-
wardly line of Plymouth colony ; and fo from the faid falls, in
a ftraight line due north, until it meet with the aforefaid line of
the Maflachufetts colony, and bounded on the fouth by the ocean,
and in particular the lands belonging to the town of Providence,
Patuxit, Warwicke, Mifquammacock, alias Pawcatuck, and the
reft upon the main land, in the tra& aforefaid, together with
Rhode-Ifland, Blocke.Ifland and all the relt of the iflands and
banks in the Narraganfet bay, and bordering upon the coaft of
‘the tract aforefaid, ‘(Fifher’s ifland only excepted). together
with all firm lands, foils, grounds, havens, ports,. rivers, wa=
ters, fifhings, mines royal, and all other mines, minerals, pre-
_cious ftones, quarries, woods, wood-grounds, rocks, flates, and
all and fingular other commodities, jurifdictions, rcyalties, pri-
‘vileges, franchifes, pre-eminences and hereditaments whatfoever,
within the faid traét, bounds, lands, and iflands aforefaid, to
them or any of them belonging, or in any-wife appertaining—
to have and to hold the fame, unto the faid governor and com-
_pany, and their fucceffors for ever upon truft, for the ufe and be-
“nefit of themfelves, and their aflociates, freemen of the faid colo-
‘ny, their heirs and afligns ;—to be holden of us, our heirs and
fucceffors, as of the manor of Ealt.Greenwich in our county of
Kent, in free and comman foccage, and not in capite, nor hy
knight’s fervice j—yielding and paying therefor to us, our heirs
and fucceflors, only the fitth part of all the ore of gold and filver,
which, from time.to time, and at all times hereafter, fhall be
there gotten, had or obtained, in licu and fatisfaction of all fer-
vices, duties, fines, foifeitures, made or to be made, claims or
demands whatfoever, to be to us, our heirs or fucceflors, there-
" fore or thereabout rendered, made or paid ; any grant or claufe,
/in a late grant to the governor ard company of Connedticut co-
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lony in America, to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithftand«
ing ; the aforefaid Pawcatuck river having been yielded, after
much debate, for the fixed and certain bounds between thefe our
faid colonies, by the agents thereof, who have alfo agreed, that
the faid Pawcatuck river fhall alfo be called alias Narrogancett or
Narroganfett river, and to prevent future difputes that otherwife
might arife thereby, for ever hereafter fhall be conftrued, deemed
and taken to be the Narrogancett river, in our late grant to Cona
necticut colony, mentioned as the eafterly bounds of that colony.

And further, our will and pleafure is, that in all matters of
public controverfies, which may fall out between our colony of
Providence plantation, to make their appeal therein to us, our
heirs and fucceffors, for redrefs in fuch cafes, within this our
realm of England ; and that it fhall belawful toand for the inha-
bitants of the faid colony of Providence plantations, without let
or moleftation, to pafs and repafs with freedom into and  through
the reft of the Englifh colonies, upon their lawful and civil occae
fions, and to converfe, and hold commerce, and trade with fuch
of theinhabitants of ourother Englifh colonies, as fhall be willing
to admit them thereunto, they behaving themfelves. peaceably a-
mong them ; any a&, claule, or fentence, in any of the faid colo-
nies provided, or that fhall be provided, to the contraxy in any
wife notwithftanding.

And laftly, we do, for us, our heirs, and fucceﬂ'ors, ordain and
grant unto the {aid governor and company, and their fucceffors,
by thefe prefents, that thefe our letters patents fhall bé firm, good,
effetual, and available, in all things in the law, to all intents,
conftrutions, and purpofes whatfoever, according to our true
intent and meaning herein before declared ; and fhall be conftrued,
reputed and adjudged, in all cafes, moft favourably on the behalf,
and for the beft benefit and behoof of the faid governor and com.
pany, and their fucceffors, although exprefs mention, &c.-- Ia
witne(s, &c. Witnefs, &c.

Per ipfum regem.

The ftate of Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantations has not
aflumed a form of government different from that contained in
the foregoing chapter. For in that, the king ceded to the go-
vernor and company, all powers, legiflative, executive, and judie
cial, referving to himfelf, as an acknowledgment of his fove
reignty, a render of the fifth part of the gold and filver ore that
fhould be found within the territory. The governor, chief ma-
giftrates, and legnﬂato:s are chofen by the freemen as ufual, and
all judicial, and executive officers are anaually eleted by thc gom
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vernor and company, of upperand lower houfsof affenbly. Afl
procefles original and judicial, formerly iffued in the king’s name,
but they now iffue in the name of the governor and company.
The oaths of allegiance and of office are made conformable to
the principles of the revolution. The governor, in his legiflative
capacity, cannot give a ncgative to any a& of the two houfes;
but, in cemmon with the other magiftrates, has one voice only.

The ftate is divided into five counties, in each of which there is
a court of common pleas and general feflions of the peace, held
twice every year, for the trial of all caufes not capital, that arife
within their limits ; from which an appeal lies, to the fuperior
court of judicature, court of affize and general jail delivery, whofe
Jurifdi&tion extends over the whole ftate, and who alfo fit twice
a year in each county. The conftitution admits not of religi-
ous eftablithments, any farther than depends upon the voluntary
choice of individuals. All men profefling one Supreme Being,
are equally protefted by the laws; and no particular fe& cin
¢claim pre-eminence.

ACCOUNT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF
CONNECTICUT.

¢ NONNECTICUT is divided into fix counties, and each
county is divided into a number of towns. Each town has,

a right to fend two reprefentatives to the general court or affem-
bly. The general court confifts of two branches, called the upper
and lower houfe. Thé upper howfe is compofed of the governor,,
deputy-governor, and twelve affiftants or counfellors; and the
Iower houfe, of the_reprefentatives of the feveral towns. This
court has the fole power to make and repeal laws,, grant levies,
difpofe of lands belonging to the fate, to particular towns
and .perfons : to cre&t and ftile judicatories andofficers, as they
fhall (ee neceflary, for the good gevernment of the people;
alfo to call toaccount any court, magiltrate, or other officer, for
any mifdemeanor and mal-adminiftration ; and for juft eaufe, may
fine, difplase, or remove them, or deal otherwife, as the na-
ture of the cafe fhail require ; and deal or aét in any other matter,
that concerns the good of the ftate, except the eletion of gover-
nor, deputy-governor, affiftants, trealurer,and fecretary, which
fhall be done by the freemen, at the yearly court of eletion, unlefs
there be any vacancy, by reafon of death or otherwife, after the
ele&tion, which may be filled up by the general court. This.
eoust has power alfo, for reafons fatisfaétory to them, to gramt
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fulpenGon, releafe, and jail delivery upon reprieve, in capital and
criminal cafes. The general court has two ftated feflions annu-
ally, en the fecond Thurfdays of May and Oétober.
The governor, or, in his abfence, the deputy-governor, may
<all the affembly, on fpecial emergencies, to meet at any other
time. The governor, dgputy-governor, affiftants, and fecreta-
ty,are annually elefted, on the fecond Thurfday in May. The re-
prefentatives are newly chofen for each ftated feflion. The judges
and juftices are annually appointed by the general court ; the fame
perfons are commonly re-appointed, trom time to time, during
their capacity to ferve, unlefs guilty of mifbehaviour. The
theriffs are appointed by the governer and council, without limit~
ation of times but may be fuperfeded, by the authority, that
appoints them. The governer, for the time being, is captain gea
neral of the militia; the deputy-governor, lieutenant-general ;
the other general officers, and the field officers, are appointed by
the general court, and commiffioned by the governor. The cap-
fains and fubalterns are-chofen by the vote of the company and
boufeholders, living within the limits of the company; the
perfons, fo chofen, muft be approved by the general court, and
commiffioned by the governor, before they have power to exe~
cute their offices. All the military officers hold their offices'du-
ing the pleafure of the affembly ; nor can they refign their com-
miflions, without leave of the captain-general, under penalty of
doing duty in the ranks, as private foldiers. The mode of
elefting the governor, deputy-governor, affiftants, treafurer,
and fecretary, is,that the freemen, in the feveral towns, meet on
the Monday next after the firft Tuefday in April, annually (be~
ing the day appointed by law, for that purpofe, and choofing re-
prefentatives) and give in their votes for the perfons they choofe
for faid offices refpectively, with their names written on a
piece of papet, which votes are received and fealed up by a confta.
ble, in the freemen’s meeting—the votes for each of faid offices,
in a different paper—writing on the outfide the name of the town,
and the office, for which the votes are given in j which are fent by
the reprefentatives, tothe general court, to be held on the fecond
Thur{day of May next enfuing; at which time, after the houfe
of reprefentatives have chofen a fpcaker wid clerk, a committee
is chofen of members of both houfes, to furt and count the votes,
and declarc the names of the perfons chufen to faid offices.  Auy
freeman, qualified to vote for reprefentatives, &c. may be ele&t-
ed to any office in the government, In choofirg affiftants, twenty
perfons are nominated by the votes of the freemien, givem ia at .
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their meeting for choofing reprefentatives in September annually,
and fealed up and fent to the general court, in O&ober then next;
which are counted by a committee of both houfes, and the
twenty perfons, who have the greateft number of votes, ftand in

nomination, out of which number, twelve are to be chofen affift-"

ants, by the freemen, the next April, in manner afore defcribed.

. The qualifications, requifite toentitle a perfon to vote in elec-
tions of the officers of government, are, maturity in years, quiet
and peaceable behaviour, a civil converfation, and forty fhillings
frechold, or forty pounds perfonal eftate ; if the feleétmen of the
town certity a perfon qualified in thofe refpeéts, he is admitted a
freeman, on his taking an oath of fidelity to the Rate.

The names of all, that are thus admitted, are enrolled in the
town-clerk’s office, and continue freemen during life, unlefs dis-
franchifed by a fentence of the fuperior court, on convu‘.\xon ofa
mifdemeanor.

The governor, or, in his ab‘ence,the deputy governor, in the
upper houie—and the fpeaker, in the lower houfe of affembly~—
have a cafting voice, when the members of the refpective houfes,
including the governor and fpeaker, are equally divided in opini-
on on any qucition,

Thers is, in this ftate, a fuperior court, confifting of one
chief judge and four ether judges, who have authority in all cri-
minal cafes, extending to ife, limb, and banifhment, and to hear
and determine all civil a&tions, brought by appeal from the coun-
ty courts, oron writs of error. This court alfo hath authority
inall matters of divorce. There are two ftated feflions of the
uperior court, ineach county annually.

. There are alfo county courts held in the feveral counties,
confitting of oncjudge and four juftices of the quorum, who
have jurifdiction inzll criminal cafes, arifing within their ref-
pedtive counties, where the punifhment daes not extend to life,
limb, or banifhment. The county courts alfo laveoriginal jurif-
dittion, in all civil aéhons, wherein the demand exceeds forty
fhillings.

The {uperior and county courts try matters of fat; by a jury,
according o the courfe of the common law.

Jutlices of the peace have authoiity to hear and determine cml
aftions, where the demmand does not exceed forty fhillings. They
al{o have authority, infome cafas of a ciiminal nature, punith-
able by fine not exceeding forty thitlings, or whipping not ex-
gecding ten fhipes, or fitting in the ftocks.

This ttate is alfo divided into a number of probate diftriéts,
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fefs than counties; in each of which, is appointed a judge,
€or the prohate of wills, gfantmg adminiftration on inteftate efs
tates, appointing guardians for minors, ordering diftribution of
inteftate eftates, &c. An appeal lies, from any decree of thig
court, - te the fuperior court.

The fuperior, county, and probate courts appoint their refpec-
tive clerks.

‘The general court has, till very lately, been the only court
-of chancery in.this ftate. But by a late law, the county courts
determine matters of equity, from five pounds, to two hundred
pounds value; the fuperior court from two hundred to eight
‘hundred pounds value ; and the general affembly, all cafes ex-
ceeding the laft mentioned fum.

All attornies at Jaw are admitted and fworn by the county
courts ; there is no attorney general, but there ufed to be one
‘king's attorney in each county; but fince the king has abdi-
-cated the government, they are now attornies to the governor and
<company.

—eeE®>@E@——
CONSTITUTIONOF THE STATE OF
NEW.YORK,

eftablifbed by the convention, authorifed and emponvered for that
purpofe, Aprd 20, 1777.
H IS convention, in the name and'by the authority of the
good people of this ftate, doth ordain, determine, and de-
clare, that no authority fhall, on any pretence whatever, be
exerciled over tie people or members of this ftate, but fuch as
fh-1l be derived from and granted by them,

IT. This.convention doth further, in the nameand by the au-
thority of the good people of -this -ftate, ordain, determine, and
declare, that the fupreme legiflative power, within this ftate, fhall
be vefted in iwo feparate and diftinét bodies of inen—the one to be
called, the aflembly of the ftate ef New-York—the other to be
called, the fenate of the flate of -New-York—who together fhall
form the legiflature, and meet once at leaft in every year, for the
difpatch of bufinefs.

I1I. And whereas laws, inconfiftent with the- fpu’lt of this con.
ftitution, or with the public good, may be hattily and unadvifedly
paffed ; be it ordained, that the governor for the time being, the
chancellor, and the judges of the fupreme court—or any two. of
them, together with the governor—fhall be, and hereby are,-con-
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flituted a council, to revife all bills about to be paffed into laws
by the legiflature ; and for that purpofe fhall affemble themfelves,
fro n time to time, when the legiflature fhall be convened; for
wihich, neverthelefs, they fhall not receive any falary or confide-
ration, under any pretence whatever. And that all bills, which
have paffed the fenate and affembly, .fhall, before they become
luws, be prefented to the faid council, for their revifal and confi-
deration ; and if, upon fuch revifion and conﬁderatmn, it thould
appear improper to the faid council, or a majority of them, that
the faid bill fhould become a law of this ftate, that they return
the fame, together with their objeétions thereto i writing, to the
fenate or houfe of aflemhly (in whichfoever the fame fhall have
originated) who fhall enter the objeétions, fent down by the coun-
cil, at large in their -minutes, and proceed to reconfider the faid
bill.  But if, after fuch reconfideration, two thirds of the faid
fenate or houfe of afleinbly, fhall, notwithftanding the faid objec-
tions, agree to pafs the fame, it fhall, together with the objettions,
be fent to the other branch of the legillature, where it fhall alfo be
re-confidered, and, if approved by two thirds of the members pre-
{fent, fhall be a law,

And in order to prevent any unneceffary delays, be it further
ordained, that if any bill fhall not be returned by the council
within ten days after it fhall have been prefented, the fame fhall
be a law, unlefs the legiflature fhall, by their ad ournment, ren-
der a returfiiaf the faid bill, within ten days, impraéticable; in
which cafe, bill fhall be returned on the firft day of the meet-
ing of the legiflature, after the expiration of the faid ten days.

1V. That the aflembly fhall confift ofat leaft feventy members,
to be annually chofen in the feveral counties, in the proportions
following, viz. -

For the city and county of New-York, #nine.
The ity and county of Albany, fen.
‘The county of Duchefs, feven.

The county of Weftchefter, fix.

‘The county-of Ulfter, fix.

‘The county of Suffolk, five.

The county of Queens, four.

The courty of Orange, four.

‘The county of Kings, rwo.

‘The county of Richmond, rawo.

‘The county of Tryon, fix.’

‘The county of Charlotte, four.

The county of Cumberland, three.
The county of Gloucefter, two.
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“W. That as fobn, after the exéiratidn.of feven years, (fub-’

fequent to the termination of the prefent war) as may be, acea-
fus of the ele®tors and inhabitants in this ftate be taken, wmder

the dire&ion of the legiflature. And if, on fuch cenfus, it (hall

appear, that the number of reprefentatives in affembly, from the
faid counties, is not juftly proportioned to the number of eletors,
in the faid counties refpeétively, that the legiflature do adjuft and
apportion the fame by that rule. And further, that oncein eve.
»y feven years, after the taking of the faid firlt cenfus, a juftac-
count of the eletors, refident in each county, fhall be taken ;
and if it fhall thereupon appear, that the number of elettors, in
any county, fhall have increafed or diminithed one or moie
feventieth parts of the whole number of ele&tors, which, on the
faid firft cenfus, thall be found in this ftate, the number of repr--
fentatives for fuch county fhall beincreafed or diminifhed accori-

ingly—that is to- fay, one reprefentative for every feventicih.

part as aforelzid,

VI. And whereas an opinion hath long prevail=d among divers:
of thegood people of this ftate, that voting at elections by bai-
Tot, would’ tend more to preferve the liberty apd equal frecdom

of the people, than voting wiva wace :—To the end, therciuie,.

that a fair experiment be made, which of thofe two methods of
voting is to be preferred :-

Be it ordained, that as foon as may be, after ge termina-
tion of the prefent war, between the united ftates of America and

~ Great-Britain, an a& or alls be paffed by the legiflature of this

flate, for caufing all eletions, thereafter to be held in this ftate,
for fenators and reprefentatives in affembly, to be by ballot,
and dire&ing the manner, in which the fame fhall be conduéted.
And whereas it is poffible, that after all the care of the legifla-
ture, in framing the faid adt or afls, certain inconveniencies
and mifchiefs, unforefeen at this day, may be found to attcnd
the faid mode ofele&ting by ballot :-

1t is further ordained,. that if, after a full and fair experiment
fhall be made of voting by ballot aforefaid, the fame fhall be
found lefs eonducive to the fafety or intereft of the flate, than
the method of voting wiva woce, it fhall be lawful and conftitu-
tional for the legiflature to abolith the fame; provided two thirds
of the members, prefent in each houfe refpe&ively, fhail concur
therein : And further, that, during the continuance of the prefent
war, and until the legiflature ef this fate fhall provide for the
election of fenators and reprefentatives in aﬂ'embly, by baltat.
the faid elections fhall be made wiva wece. .

F.a
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VII. That every male inhabitant, of full age, who fhell hawe -
perfonally refided within one of the counties of this ftate, for fix:
months immediately preceding the day of ele&ion, fhall, at fuch.
eledtion, be entitled to vote for reprefentatives of the faid county.
in aflembly ; if, during the time aforefaid, he fhall have been a
freehclder, poffeffing a freehold of the value of twenty pounds,.
within the faid county, or have rented a tenement therein, of
the yearly value of forty fhillings, and been rated and a&ually
paid taxes to this ftate:—provided, always, that every perfon,
who now is a freemen of the city of Albany, or whowas made a
freeman of the city of New-York, on or before the fourteenth
day of O&ober, in the year of our Lord ene thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-five, and fhall be a&tually and ufually re-
fident in the faid cities refpe@tively, fhall be entitled to vote for
reprefentatives in aflembly, within his faid place of refidence.

VIIL. That every ele&tor, before he is admitted to vote, fhall,
if required by the returning officer, or either of the infpetors,
tuke an oath, or, if of the peaple called quakers, an affirmation,
of allegiance to the ftate.

1X. That the affembly, thus conflituted, fhail choofe their
own {pcaker, be judges of their own members, and enjoy the
fame privileges, and proceed in doing bufinefs, in like manner,
as the alfemblies of the colony of New-York of right foxmerly
did ; and that a majority of the faid members fhall, from time
to time, canftitute a houfe, to proceed v bufinefs.

X. And this convention doth further, in the name and by the
authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, detorming
and declare, that the fenate of the ftate of New.York fhall cone
fift of twenty-four frecholders, to be chofen out of the body of
the frecholders; and that they be chofen by the frecholders of
this Rate, pofleffed of freeholds, of the value of one hundred
pounds, over and above all debts charged thereon.

XI. That the members of the fenase be ele&ed for four years ¢ |

and, immediately after the firft eleCtion, they be divided by lot
into four claflfes, fix in each clafs, and numbered ome, - twe,
three, and four; that the feats of the members of she firft claf
fhall be vacated at the expiration of the &t year, the fecond clais
the fecond year, and fo on continually; to the end, thatthe °
fourth part of the fehatey as nearly as poffible, may be anaualk
ly chofen.

XII. Thatthe ele@ion of fenators fhall be after this mane
ner ; that fo much of this ftate, as is now parcelled into counties,
Be divided into four great diftriéts ; the fouthern difrick to come
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prehend the city and county of New York; Suffolk, Weftchefter;
Kings, Queens, and Richmond counties ; .the middle diftrit to
comprehend the counties of Duchefs, Ulfter, and Orange; the
weftern diftri&t, -the city and county of Albany,and Tryon coun=
ty ; and the eaftern diftri&, the counties of Charlotte, Cumber-
land; and Gloucefter: That the fenatorshall be eleted by the
freeholders of the faid diftriéts, qualified as aforefaid, in the pro.-
portions followiag ; to wit, in the fouthern diftri&t, nine; in the
middle diftri&, fix ;.in the weftern diftri&, fix; and in the eaf--
tern  diftriét, three. And be it ordained, - that a cenfus fhall be
taken, asfoon as may be, after- the expiration of feven years -
from the termination of the prefent war, under-the direétion of
the legiflature : and if, on fuch cenfus, it fhall appear, that the.
number of fenators is not jultly proportioned to the feveral dif-
triéts,that the legiflature adjuft the proportion, as near as may lte;
to the number of freeholders, qualified as aforefaid : in each dif<
trit. That when the number-of - eleors, . within any of the -
faid diftrifts, fhall have increafed one twenty-fourth partof the -
whole number of eletors, .which, .by the faid cenfus, fhall be .
found to be in this ftate, an additional fenator fhall be chofen by
‘theelectors of {uch diftriét. Thataniajority of the number of fena«
tors, to be chofen as aforefaid, fhall be neceflary to conflitute a fe--
mate, fufficient to proceed upon bufinefs ; and that.the fenate fhall,
inlike manner with the affembly, be the judges of its own mem~
bers. And be itordained, that it fhall be in the power of the fu-
ture legiflatures of this ftate, for the convenience and advantage -
of the good people thereof, to divide the fame into fuch' further -
and other counties and dift:i&ts, as fhall to them appear neceffary. .

XIII, And this convention doth further, in the name and by -
the authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, determine, .
"and deelare, that no member of this ftate fhall be disfranchifed, .
or deprived of any of the rights-or privileges fecured to the fuh- -
je€ts of this ftate by-this' conftitution,. unlefs by the law of the :
land, or the judgment of his peers.

XIV. That neither the affembly nor the fenate fhall have the
power to adjourn themfelves, for any longer time than two days, ,
without the mutual confent of both.

XV. That whenever theaffembly and fenate difagree, a con-

‘ference fhall be held,.in the- prefence of both, and be: managed
by committees, to- be by them refpeCtively chofen by ballor.
“That the doors both of the fenate and affembly, thall at all-
times be kept open to all perfons, except when the welfare of the
“ftate fhall require their debates to be kept fecrets  Aud the jour-
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nals of all their proceedings fhall be kept, ia the manner hevew
tofore accuftomed by the general aflembly of the eoclony of
New York j and (except {uch parts, as they fhall, as aforefaid,,
refpetively determine not te make public). be from day to.day
(if the bufinefs of the legifature will permit) pubiithed.

XVI. Itis neverthelefs provided, that the number of fenators.
fhall never exceed one hupdred, mor the number of aflembly,,
three hundred 3 but that whenever the number of fenators fhall
amount to one hundred, or of the affembly totheee lmmlreel,A
then and in fuch cafe, the legiflature th'dl, fiom time to nme
thereafier, by laws for that purpofe, apportion and diftribute the.
faid one hundred fenators, and three hundsed -reprefentatives,,
among the great difkri&ks and counties of thiis flate, in propors
tipn to the number of their refpettive electors ; fo that the repre-
fentation of, the good people of this flate, both inthe fenate and:
aflembly, fhall forever remain proportionate and adequate..

XVII. And this convention.doth further, in the.name and by
the authority of the.good -people of this fate, ordain, determine,
and declare, that the fupreme executive power and.authority of
r.his ftate, fhall be velted in agovernor ;.and that ftatedly, once.
in every three years, and as ofien as the feat of. government.
dhall become vacant, a wife and dilcreet freecholder of this flate.
fhall be, by ballot, elefted governor, by the fresholders of this.
‘Rate, qualified, as befpre deferibed, to ele& fenators ; which ‘elec-.
tions fhall be always held at the times and places of: ¢hoofing -
reprefentatives in affembly for each-refpetive county ; and that
the perfon, who hath the greateft number of votes withip thefaid,
flate, fhall be governor thereof..

XVIIiI. That the governor (hal} continue-in office three years,,
and fhall, by virtue of his office, be .general and commander in.
chicf of all the militia, and admiral of the navy of this ftate ; that,
'he fhall have power to convene the affemnbly.and fgnate o extra-
ordinary occafions ; to prorogue them from time to timne, pro,
vided fuch prorogations fhall not exceed fixty days in the fpace
«of any one year; and, at his dnfcretion, to grant repricves and
parduns to perfons convifted of criuies, other than treafon e
murder, in which he may fufpend the execution of the fentence,_
umil it fhall be reported to the legiflature at their fubfequent

,neeting ; and they fhall either pardon, or diret the. execum
- of the criminal, or grant a farther reprieve.

XIX. That it fhall be the duty of the governor, tb.inform the.
legiflature,. at every fcffions, of the condition of the ftate, fo far
“as may refped his department ;. to recommend fuch matters to.
their confideration, as fhall appear to him to concern its geod.
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government, welfare, and prefperity 3 to carrefpond with the.
continental congrefs, and other flates; to tranfaét.all neceflary
bufinefs, with the officers of government,. ciwil and mwilitary ; to.
take care, that the laws are fahfully executed, o the baft of his.
sbility ; and to expedite all fuch msafures, as may be refolved
upon by the legiflature. ' '
«. XX, Thata lieutenant:governos thall, at-every ele&ion of a
governor, (and as often as the lieutenant governor thall die,re~
#gn, ot be removed from office,), be eleéted in the fame mannes
with the governor, to contimnue in office until. the next ¢le&tion.,
«of a-governor ;. and fuch:lieutenant governor fhall, by virtue of
his office, beprefident of the (enate, and, upon an equal divifion,,
have a cafting voise in theis, decifipns, but not vote-on. apy-other;
accafion.. .

. And in cafe of the impeachment of the:governor, or his remos
val from.office, death, refignation, or abience from the ftate, the.
licutenant ~governer, fhall exercife all.the ‘power and authority.
‘appertaining:to the office of governor, until another be.chofn, er-
-the governos,_ abfeat or impeached, fhall retwrn or .be.-acquitted. .
Brovided, that.where the governor fhall, with:the.confent of the.
legiflature, be aut.of the flate, in time.of war, at the head . of .a,
silitary, foree thareof, he fhall fill,continue.in his command of ;
all the military force of the.ftate,-both by.fea and land.

XXI. "Fhat whenevsr the.government  fhall be adminiftered by. -
.the lieutenant governor, or he fhall be ungble to.attend as pre-
-fident of the {¢nate, the “fenaters fhall have pawer to eleft ome -
of their awn.members to the office of prefident.of the femate,
which- e thall exercife pro bac vice.. And if; during fuch va<
-cancy. -of, the office of governor, the liputenant governor fhall be..
‘unpeached, difplaced, refign, dis, or be abfent from the flate, the-
-prefident.of the fgnate. fhall, in like manngr as the licutenant go-.
vernor, adminifter the.goverpment, uptil others fhall be cleéled by -
the fuffrage of  the peopls, at the .fucceeding eleftion. »

XXII. And thas convention doth further, :in the name and by..
the authority of the good people of this .fate,  ordain, determine,
wnd declare, that. the treafurer of this.ftate fhall be appointed by
‘& of the legiflature, to originate with the aflembly : provided
that he fhall not be ele®ed out of either branch of the legiftature,

- XXHI. That all pflicers, sther than thofe, who, by this confli~

. tution, aredireéted to . be otherwife .appointed, fhall be appointed.»
.in the manner 'following ; to wit, “The ‘aflembly . thall, once in.
‘every year, openly hominate and appoint one of the fenators from.
-anch great diftiit, which Senators Siall: form a couacil, for. the ag~
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pointment of the faid officers, of which' the governor for the timre-
being, . or the lieutenant governor, or the prefident of the fenate, .
(when they fhall refpe&ively adminifter. the government) " fhall - -
be prefident, . and have a cafting voice, bws w0 other wote; and
with the -advice and confent of , the faid council, -thall appoint
all the faid officers ; and that a majority of the faid council be a
quorum. And further, the faid fenators fhall not-be eligible to,
the faid council,. for two years fucceffively.

XXIV. Thatall military officers be appointed during pleafure ;:
thatall commiffioned officers, civil and military, be commiffioned :
by the governor; and that:the chancellor,. the judges of the-
fupreme court, and firft judge of the county court.in every.coun-
“ty, hold their offices during good behaviour, or until they fhall.
have refpe&ively attained the age of fixty years. . .

XXV. That the chancellor, and judges of the fupreme court, .
fhall not, at the fame time, hold any other office, excepting that of :
delegate to the general congrefs, upon fpeeial occafions ; and that

“ the firt judges of the county.cousts, in the {everal counties, fhall.
not, at the fame time, hold any other office, excepting that' of . fe-
. nator, or delegate to the general congrefs. But if the chancellos,
or either of the faid judges, be ele&ed or appointed to any other
office, excepting as is before excepted, it fhall be at his option,,
in whichto ferve. v .
«  XXVI. That fheriffs-and coroners be annually appointed ; and
that rio perfon fhall be capable of holding either of the faid offices, .
- more than four years fucceffively ; nor the fheriff of holding -any
other office at the fame time. . .
XXVII. Ard be it further ordained, that the regifter, and.clerles -
* i chancery, be appointed by the chancellor ; the clerks of the
: fupreme court, by thejudges of .the faid court; the clerk of the
- court of probates, by-the judge of the.faid court ; .and the re-
- gifter and marfhal of the ceurt of admiralty, by the judge of the -
~ admiralty. The faid marthal, regi@ters, and clerks, to continue
* in office during the pleature of . thofe, by whem they .are to be -
appointed, as aforefoid. ]

And thatall attornies, folicitors, and counfellors-at law, hese-

. after to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and licenfed.by -
the firft judge of the court, in which they fhall refpeétively plead
or pradtife; and be. regulated by the rules and orders of the. faid

» - courts. '

XXVIII. And be it-further ordained, that where, by this con-
- vention, the duration of any office fhall not be afcertained, fuch

office (hall be-conftrued to be held during the pleafure of the coua-
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&l of appointmerit—provided, that new commiffions fhall be iffu-
ed to judges of the county cowrts (other than to the firfkjudge)
and te julkices of the peace, once at the leaft in every three years,
- XXIX. That town clerks, fupervilors, aflcflers, conftables,
collectors, and all other officers, heretofore eligible by the people,.
fhall always continue to be fe eligible, in the manmer dirofted by
the prefent or future alls of the legiflature,

. That loan officers, county treafurers, and clesks of the fuper-
vifors, continue to be appuinted in the manner direfted by the
prefent or future aéts of the legiflature,

. XXX. That delegates, to reprefent this ftate in the general cane
grefs of thé united ftates of America, be annually appointed as
tollows ; 20 awi?, The fenate and affembly fhall each openly no-
minate as many perfons, as fhall be equal to the whole number
of delegates to be appointed ; after which nomination, they fhalk
meet together, and thole perfons, named in both lifts, fhall be
delegates ; and out of thofe perfons, whofe names are not in both
litts, one half thall be chofen by the joint ballat of - the fenators
and members of affembly, fo met together as aforefaid.

XXXI. That the ftyle of all laws fhall beas follows ; Z avit,
% Be it enalted by the peopleof the ftate of New York, reprefents
o in fenate and afflembly ;" And that all writs and other pro.-
ceedings fhall run in the name of the peaple of the flate of Neaw
York, and be tefled in the name of the chancellor, or chief judge
of the court, from whence they thall iffue.

XXXII. And this convention doth further, in the name and
by the authority of the good people of this fate, ordain, deter.
mine and declare, that a court thall be inftituted, far ths mwrial of
impe ichments, and the correétion of errors, under the regula=
tions which fhall be eftablifhed by thelegaﬂature; and to cone
Gt of the prefidont of the fenate, for the time being, and the fea
bators, chantellor, and judges of the fupreme coust, or the majos
part of them ; cxcept, that whea an impeachment (hall be prefe~
vuted againft the change.lor, or either of the judges of the fupreme
court, the perfon; fo impeuched, fhall be fufpended from exercie
fing bis office, until his acqmtul and in like manner, when an
appeal, from a decree in equity, fhall be heard, the chancellos
4hall inform the court, of the reafons of his decree, but fhall nos
bave a voice in the final fentence.. Awdit the caufe to be deter-
mined, tail be brought up by writ of error, oo a queftion of
law, gn a judgment in the fupreme court, the judges of that
court fhall aﬂign tire reafons of fuch their judgment, bus. ﬂuﬂ;
a0t have a voice ioxits affemance orseverfd,



(1] CONSTITUTION

" -:XXXIII. That the power of impeaching all . officers of  thie-
flate, tor mal and corrupt conduét in their refpeétive offices, be:
vefted in the reprefentatives of the people in affembly ; but that ie-
fhall always be necellary, that two third parts of ‘the members
prefent thall confent to and agree in fuch impeachment. That-
previous to the trial of every impeachment, the members of the-
faid court fhall refpe&tively be fworn, truly and impartially to.
try and determine the charge in queftiun, according to evidence ;.
and that no. judgment of the faid court fhall be valid, unlefs it
be affented to, by two third parts of the members. then prefent ;,
nor fhall it extend farther, than to removal from office, and
difqualification to hold and enjoy any place of honour, truft, or-
profit, under this ftate. But the party, {o convifted, fhall be,.
neverthelefs, liable and. fubje&t to indi€tment, trial, judgment,.
and punifhment, according to the laws of theland.

. XXXIV. And it is further ordained, that, in every trial on:
smpeachment, or indi&tment for crimes or mifdemeanors, the par-
ty, impeached or indiéted, fhall be allowed counfel, as in cmL
ations.

XXXV, And thxs convention doth further, in the name and:
by the authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, deter=
mine, and . declare, that fuch parts of the common law of Eng-
land, and of the #atute law of England and Guyeat Britain,.
and of thea&s of the legiflature of the colony of New York, as-
together did form the law of the faid colony on the ygth day of
April, in the year 6f our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy-five, fhall be and continue the law of this.ftate, fubje&:
‘to fuch alterations and provifions, as the legiflature of this ftate-
fhall, from time to- time;, make concerning the.fame.. That
fuch of the faid alls, as are temporary, fhall expire atthe times-
limited for their duration refpe&ively.. That all fuch partsof
the faid common law, and all fuch of the faid ftatutes, and
aits aforefaid,. or parts thereof, as. may be.conftrued to- eftablith-
or maintain any particular denomination of chriftians or their
minifters, or concern the allegiance heretofore yielded to, and the-
fupremacy, fovereignty, government, or. prerogatives, claimed or.
exercifed by the king of Gueat Britain,. and his predeceflors,.
over thecnlony of New York , and its inhabitants, or are repug-
nant to this. conftitution—be,. and they hereby are, abrogated
‘and reje€ted. And this conventien doth further ordain, that
the refolves. or refolutions of the congrefles of the celony of New
York, and of the convention of the ftate of New York, now in
force, and.not repugnant to. the government. ¢ftablithed by this .
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conftitution, fhall be confidered as making part of the laws of
this ftate ; fubje&t, neverthelefs, to fuch alterations and provifions
-as the legiflature of this ftate may, from time to time, make con
- cerning the fame.

XXXVI. And be it further ordained, that all grants of
lands within this ftate, made by the king of Great Britain, or
perfons afting under his authority, after the fourteenth day of
O&ober, one thoufund feven hundred and feventy-five, fhall be
sulland voids but that nothing, in this conftitution contained,
fhall be conftiued to affelt any grants of 1.nd, within this ﬂate',
made by the authority of the faid king or his predeceffors, or to
annul any_charters to bodies politic, by him, or them, or any of
them, made, prior to that day. And that none of the faid char-
ters fhall be adjudged to be void, by reafon of any non-ufer or
mifufer of any of their refpedtive rights or privileges, between the
nineteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and feventy-five, and the publication of . this cona
fitution. And further, that all fuch of .the officers, defcribed
inthe faid charters refpectively, as, by the terms of the faid’
charters, were to be appointed by the gevernor of the colony
of New York, with or without the advice and confent of the
council of the faid king, in the faid colony, fhall henceforth be
appointed by the council, eftablifhed by this conftitution, for the
appointment of officers in this ftate, until otherwxfé direéted by
the legiflature.

XXXVII. And whereas itis of great xmportance to the fafety
of this ftate, that peace and amity with the Indians, within the
fame, be at all times fupported and maintained ;~and whereas
the frauds, too often pragtifed towards the faid Indians, in con.
trafts made for their lands, have, in divers inftances, been ‘pro-
du&ive of dangerous difcontents and animofities :—Be it ordaina
ed, that no purchafes or contraéts-for the fale of lands, made fince
the fourteenth day of O&ober,in the year.of our Lord ope. thou-
{and feven hundred and feventy-five, or which may hereafter be
made with or of the faid Indians, within the limits of this ftate;
fhall be binding on the faid Indians, or deemed valid, unlefs
made under the authority, and with the confentof the kglﬁature
of this ftate.

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required, by the benevo.
lent principles of rational liberty, not only to expel civil tyrana
ny, but alfo to guard -againft that {piritual oppreffion and intale-
rance, wherewith the bigotry and ambition of weik and wicked
Prielts and princes have .fcourged mankind : this convention
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doth further, in ‘the mme and by the authority of the good pess
ple of this ftate, ordsin, determine, and declare, that the free
exercife and enjoyment of religious profefionand worfhip, with-
out difcrimination or preference, thall forever hereafter be allow-
®d, within this fiate, to afl mankind. Provided that the liberty
of confcience, hersby granted, thall mot be fo confirued, as to
excufe alls of licentioufnefs, or jultify prattices, inconfiftent with
the pezce or fafety of this fiate.
XXXIX. And whereas the minifters of the gofpel are, by their
profefion, dedicated o the fervice of God and the cure of fouls,
" and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their func-
tion ; therefore no minifter of the gofpel, or pricft of any deno-
- mination whatfoever, fhall, at any time hereafter, under any pre-
tence or defcription whatever, be eligible to, or capable .of .hold-
ing, any civil or military office or place, within this ftate.
XL. And whereas it is of 'the utmoft importance to the fafety
of every ftate, that it fhould always be in a condition of de-
fence ; and it is the duty of every man, who enjoys the protec-
tion of fuciety, to be preparved and willing to defend.it ; this con-
vention, therefore, in the name and by the authority of the good
people of this ftate, doth erdein, determine, and declare, that the
militia of this ftate, at all times hereafter, as well in peace as in
wi, fhall be armed, and dilciplined, and in readinefs for fervice.
That all fuch of ‘the inhabitants of thes flate (beingof the peo-
ple called quakers) as, from fcruples of confcience, may be averfe
to the bearing of arms, he therefrom excufed by the legiflature ;
and do peyto the ftare, fuch fums of money, in lieu of their.per-
fonal fervice, as the fame may, in the judgment. of the legiflature,
" be werth: Aud that a proper magazine of warlike ftores, pro-
portionate .to the number of inhabitants, be, forever hereafter, at
the expenfe of -this ftate, and by a&s of the legiflature, eftablith-
ed, maintained, and continued, in every county in this ftate.
- XLI. And this convention doth further ordain, determine,
and deelare, in the name and by the authority of the good peo-
ple of this: ftate, that trial by jury, in all cafes, in which-it hath
heretofore been ufed in the colony of NewYork, fhall be efta-
blithed, and remain inviolate forever. :And that no a&ls of at-
tainder fhall be paffed by the legiflature of this ftate, for crimes,
other than thofe committed beforethe termination of the prefent
war ; and that fuch aéts fhall not work a corruption of blood.
And further, that the legiflature of this ftate fhall, at no time here-
after, inftitute anv new court or courts, .but fuch as fhall pro-
ceed according-to the courfe of ‘the common law.
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-- XL, And this convention doth further, in the aame and by
the authqrity of the good people of this ftate, ordain, determine,
and declare, that it fhall be in the difcretion of the legiflature, to
naturalize -all ' fuch perfons, and in fuch manner, asthey fhall
think proper ; provided all fuch of the perfons, fo to be by them
paturalized, as, being born inparts beyond fea, and out of the
vnited ﬂates of America, fhall come to fettle in, and bécompe fub.
jets of this ftate, fhall take an eath of allegiance to this ftate,
and abjure and renounce all allegiance and fubje&ionto all and
every foreign king, prince, potentate, and ftate, in all matters,

.ccleﬁalhcal, as well .agcivil. By order,
LEONARD GANSEVOORT.
Pfl/' pro. ‘Mo

—-—@9@9@@-—-
CONSTITUTION OF NEW.JERSE Y.

HEREAS all the conftitutional authority, ever pof-

fefled by the kings .of Great Britain, over thefe coloniess
or the:r other dominjoss, was, by compa&, derived from the peo~
ple, and held of them, for -the cammon intereft of the whole foci-
ety ;—allegiance.and protetion are,- in the nature of things, reci=
procal ties, each equally depending upon the other, and liable to
be diffolved by the other’s being refufed or withdrawn :—And
.whereas ‘George the third, king of Great-Buitain, has refufed
protetion to the good .people of thefe colonies ; and by affenting to
dundry a&ts of the Britith parliament, attempted to fubjet them
o the abfolute dominian.of that body ; and has alfo . made wa.’
-upon them, in the moft cruel and unnatural manner, for ro o-

-ther caufe, than afferting their juft rights ;—all civil authority

under -him s neceffrily at.an end, and a diffolution of govern-

-ment in each colony has confequently taken place.

Aud whereas, in the prefent deplorable fituation of thefe colo=

.mies,expofed to the fury of a cruel and relentlefs enemy, fome
form of government is abfotutdy neceflary, not only for the pre-
-fervation of good order, but alfo the more effeltually to unite
- the people, and enable them to exert their whole force in their
-own neceflary defence; and as the honourable the continental

congyefs, the fupreme council of -the American colonies, has ad-
vifed fuch of the colonics, as have not yet gone into the meze

fure, to adopt, for thzmiclves refpeQively, fuch government,
.as fhall beft conduce to their own -happinefs .and fafety, and the

well-being of Aunerica in general :—=We, the reprefentatives .of the
solony,of New-Jerfey, having been eleéted by all the counties im
< . G
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* the freeft manner,and in congrefs affembled, have, after maturé:
deliberations, agreed upon a fet of charter rights and theform of a
conftitution, in manner following, viz.

1. That the government of this province fhall be vefted in a
governor, legiflative council, and general affembly.

- IL. That the legiflative council, and general aflembly, fhall be
cholen, for the firft time, on the fecond Tuefday in Augult next;
the members whereof fhall be the fame in number and qualifications,
as are herein after mentioned ; and fhall be and remain vefted with
all the powers and authority to be held by any future legiflative
council and affembly of this colony; until the fecond Tuefday in
O&eber, which fhall be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-feven.

TIL. That cn the (econt Tuefday i in Oober. yearly,and every
year for ever (with the privilege of ad)ournmg from day to day,
as occafion may ‘requirc) the counties fhall feverally choofe one
perfon, to be a member of the legiflative c.uncil of this colony,
who fhall be, and have been, for one whole year next before the
elc&ion, an inhabitant and freeholder in the county, in which
he » fen, and worth at leaft one thoufand pounds, proclama-
tion n¥hey, of real and perfonal efla‘e, within the fame county :
that, at the fame time, each county fhall alfo choofe three members
of aﬁ'embly ; provided that no perfon fhall be entitled to a
feat in the faid affembly, unlefs he be, and ‘have been, for one
wlole year next before the eletion,an inhabitant of the county
*he is to reprefent, and worth five hundred pounds proclamation
money, in real and perfonal eftate, in the fame county : that on
the (vcond Tuefday next after the day of eleftion, the ceuncil and
affembly fhall feparately meet; and that the confent of both
houtes fhall be neceffary to every law; provided, that feven fhall
bea quorum of the council, for domg bufinefs, and that no law
“fhall pafs, unlefs there be a'majority of all the reprefentatives of
‘each body perfonally prefcnt, and agreeing thereto. Provided al-
ways, that if a majority of the reprefentatives of this provinee,

“in council and general affembly convened, fhall, at any tine
or times hereafter, judge it equitable and proper, to add to er
diminifh the number or proportion of the menibers of affembly for
any county or counties in this colony, then, and in fuch cafe, the
fame may, on the principles of more equal reprefentation, ke law-

.fully done : any thing in this charter, to the contrary notwith-

“ftanding : fo that the whale number of reprefentatives in affem-
bly, fhall not, at any time, be lefs than thirty-nine,

1V, That all inhabitants of this coleny, of full age who as
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h fifty pounds, proclamation money, clear eftate in the fame,
have refided within the county, in which they claim a vote,
‘welve months immediately preceding the eleition, fhall be en-
d to vote for reprefentatives in council and affembly ; and alio
all other public officers, that fhall be eleted by the people of
county at large,
7. 'That the affembly, when met, fhall have power to choofe
reaker, and other their officers ; to be judges of the qualifica-
as and eletions of their own members ; fit upon their own ad.
wnments ; prepare bills, to be paffed into laws; and to em-
wer their fpeaker to,convene them, whenever any extraordinaiy
currence fhall render it neceflary,
VI. That the council fhall alfo have power to prepare .bills,
pafs into laws, and have other like powers as the affembly, and
all refpeéts be a free and independent branch of the legiflature
“this colony ; fave only, that they fhall not prepare or alter any
ioney bill—which fhall be the privilege of the affembly : that
re council thall, from time to time, be convened by the governor
r vice-preﬁdenr, but muflt be convened, at all times, when the
fembly fite ; for which purpofe the (peaker of the houfe of af-
embly fhall always, immediately after an adjournment, give no.
ice to the governor, or vice prefident, of the time and place,
:0 which the houft is adjourned.
_ VIL. That the council and affembly Jom'ly, at their firft meet-
ing after each annu:l ele&ior, fhall, by a majority of votes, elect
fome fit perfon within the colony, to be governor for one year,
who fhall be conftant prefident of the council, and have a cafting
vote in their proceedings ; and that the council themfelves fhail
choofe a vice prefident, who Ihall a& as fuch inthe abfence of the
governor.

VIII. That the govcrnor, or, in his abfence, the vice-prefident
of the council,fhall have the fupreme executive power, be chancel-.
lor of the colony, and a& as captain-general and commander in
chief of all the militia, and other military force in this colony ¢
and that any three or more of the council thall, at all times, be a
privy-council, to confult them ; and that the governor. be erdinary
or furrogate general,

IX. That the governcr and council, (feven whereof fhall be a
quorum) be the court of appeals, in the laft refort, in all claufes
of law, as heretofare ; and that they poﬂ'efs the power of granting
pardons to cnmmals, after condemnation, in all cafes of treafon,
felony, or other offences.

.. %, Thatcaptains, and all other inferior officers of the mnlma;

Ga ‘ 1
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#hall be chofen by the centpaliies, int the refpeRive countics § buff
fiiid and general officers, by thie council and affembly.

XI. That the council aad' afiéimbly (hall have power to make the:
gre:t fexl of this colony, whith fhall be kept by the governor, ory
in hisatfence, by the vice. preﬁdent of the council, to be ufed by:
them, as occafion may require ; and it thall be called zhe great ftd
of the cclony of New-Ferfey.

XII. That the judges of the fupreme court fhall continue inf

office for feves years: thejudges of the inferior court of commonr
pleas in the feveral counties, juftices of the peace, clerks of the.
fupreme court, clerks of the inferior court & ¢ommon pleas andi
quarter feflinns, the attorney-general, and provincial fecretary, fhall
eontinue in office for five years : and the provincial treafurer fhall
eontinue office for one year ; and that they fhall be feverally ap«
pointed by the council and affembly, in manher aforefaid, and
esommiffioned by the governor, or, in his abfence, the vice-prefia
dent of the council, Provided always, that the faid afficers; fex
Yerally, fhall be capable of being re-appointed, at the end of the/
teims feveraily before limated 3 and that any of - the faid officers
fhall beliable 10 be difmifled, when adjudged guilty of mifbehavia
our, by the counul, oh animpeachment of the affembly.
- XII. That the inhabitants of each county, qualified to vote ag¢
aforefaid, fhall at the time and placeof elefting their reprefentas
tives, annually ele& one ‘fheriff, and one or more cor oners 3 and
that they may re-ele&@ the fame perfon to fuch offices, until he thall
have ferved three years, but no longer ; after which, three years
muft elapfe, before the fame perfon is capable of being elefted as
gain. When the eleftion is certified to the governor, or vicesprefis
dent, under the hands of fix frecholders of -the county, for whicht
they were elefled, they fhall be immediately commiffioned to fetve
in their refpeclive offices.

XIV. That the townfhip#, at their annual town meetings for
ele&ting other officers, fhall choofe conftables for the diftii&s re:
fpetively ; 2nd alfo three or more judicious frecholders of good cha<
radler, to hear and §nally determine all appeals, relative to unjuft
affefiments, in cafes of public taxation; which ‘ commiffioners of
appeal fhall, for that purpofe, fit at fome fuitable time or times, ta
be by them appointed, and madé known to the people, by adver-
tifements.

" XV. That thelawsof the colony fhall begin in the foowing
ftyle, viz. ¢ BeitenaGed by the council and general affembly o(
this colony, and it is hereby enafted by’ authority of the fame (®

‘shat all commiffions, graxmd by the governor. or vike prefie
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dent, fhall run thus—¢ The colony of New Jarfey to A.B. &c,

greeting +*° and that all writs fhall likewife run 1n the name of the

solony : and that all indiétments fhall conclude in the following

. manner, viz. “* Againft the peace of thiscoleny, the government
and dignity of the fame.”

XVI. That all ciiminals thall be admitted to the fame privilea
ges of witnefles and counfel, as their profecutors are or fhall bg
satitled to.

XVII. That the eftatcs of fuch perfons, as fhall deftroy their
-ewa lives, fhall not, for that offence, be forfeited ; but fhall defcend
ia the fame manner, as they would have done, had fuch perfons
died in the natural way ; nor fh3ll any article, which inay occa-
fion:accidentally the death of any one, be henceforth deemed a de-
~odand, or in any wife forfcited, on account of fuch misfoituna.

XVIII. That no perfon fhall ever, within this colony, be de-
prived of the ineftimable privilege of worlhiping AlmightyGed,
.30 a manper agreeable to the diftates of his own conkience ; nor,
~under any pretence whatever, be compelled to attend any place ¢f
worfhip, contrary to his owa faith and judgment ; nor fhail any
perfon, within this colony, ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or
gny other rates, for the purpofe of building or repairing any o0-
ther church or churehes, place or places of worfhip, or for the
maintenance of any minifter or miniftry, contrary to what he be-
lieves to be right, or has deliberately or voluntarily eugaged him-
felf to perform. '
¢+ XIX, That there fhall be no eftablithment of any one religi-
ous fet in this province, in preference-to another ; and that no
proteftant inhabitant of this colony fhall be denied the enjoyment
of any civil right, merely on accountof his religious principles §
but that all perfons, profeffing a belief in the faith of any pro-
teftant (&, who fhall demean thenifelves peaceably under the go-
vermment, as hereby eftablifhed, fhall be capable of being elet-

. ed into any office of profit or truft, or heing 2 member of either
“branch of the legiflature, and <(hall fully and freely enjoy every
privilege and immunity, enjoyed by others their fellow fubjects.

XX. That the legiflative department of this government mav,
as much as poffible, bepreferved from all fufpicion of corruption,
none of the judges of the fupreme or otlter courts, theriffs, or any
other perfon or perfons poffefled of any poft of profit under the
government, other than juftices of the peace, fhall be entitled to a
feat in the affembly ; but that, o= his being ele&ed, and taking his
feat, his office or pott fhall be cinfidered as vacant.

- XXI. That allthe laws oﬂais province, coatained in the edje
: 3 .
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tion lately publihed by mr. Allmfon, fhall be zmd' remain in folf
force, until altered by the legiflature of this celony (fuch only ex-
cepted as are incompatible with this charter) and fhall be, accord-
ing as heretofore, regarded in all refpeéts, by all civil officers, and
others, the good people of this province.

XXII. That the common law of England, as well as fo mucb

of the ftatute law, as have been heretofore praltifed in this colo-

ny, fhail fill remain in force, until they fhall be altered by a fue
ture law of the legiflature; fuch parts only excepted, as arere-
pugnant to the rights and privileges contained in this charter;
and that the ineftimable right of tria} by: jury fhall remain confirm-
-ed, as a part of the law of this cclony, without repeal, for ever.

"XXIIE. Thatevery perfonj whe thall be' eleited, 2¢ aforefaid,
to be a member of the legiflative council, er houfe of affembly,
fhail, previous to his taking his feat in councll or aflembly, tak&
the followmg oath or affirmation, viz. &

¢« I, 4. B. do folemnly declare, that, as a member of the lee
@iflative council [or affernbly, as the cafe may be,] of the eolony of
New-Jerfey, I will notaflent toany law, vote er proceeding,
which fhall appear to me injurious to the public welfare of faid
colony, nor that fhall annul or repeal that part of the third fec-
tion in the charter of this colony, which eftablithes, that the elec.
tions of members of the legiflative council and affembly (hall be:
annual ; nor that part of the twenty-fecond fefhon in faid char-
ter, refpe&ing the trial by jury, nor that fhall annul, sepeal, er
alterany part or parts of the eighteenth or ninetcenth feStions of
the fame.™

And any perfon or pcrﬁms, who fhall be elefted as aforefuid,

s hereby cmpowemd to adminifter, to the faid members,. the fad.
oalh or affirmation..

Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this.

aongrefs, that if a reconciliation, between Great-Britain and

thefe colonies, fhould. take place, and the latter be taken again
under the proteftion and government of the crown of Britain,
this charter fball be null and void—otherwife to remam Brm and

faviolable.
In ProvineciaL Concress, New-Jorley,,
Bulington, July 2, 1776.
. By order of congrefs,
Extrad from the minutes, SAMUEL TUCKER, Pnﬁdm,
, © WIELIAM PATERSON, Secuwy.
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» conflitution of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, as  ratif
in convention, the ad day of September, 1790.

WE, the people of the commonweaith of Pennfylvania, erdaia
1 efablifh this conftitutionfor its government,

ARTICLE L

HE legiflative power of this commonwealth, fhall te
vefted in a general affeinbly, which fhall confift of a
nate and. houfe of reprefentatives.

II. The reprefentatives fhall be chefen annually, by the citizens
f the city of Philadelphia, and of each county refpe&lvely, on the
:cond Tuefday of Oétober,

III. No perfon fhall be a reprefentative, who fhall not have
ttained the ageof twenty-one years, and have been a citizen and
nhabitant of the ftate three years next preceding his ele&ion, and
the laft year thereof an inhabitant of the city or county, in which
he fhall be chofen ; unlefs he fhall have been abfent on the public
bufinefs of the umted ftates, or of this ftate. No perfon, refiding
within any city, town, or borough, which fhall be entitled to a
feparate reprefentation, fhall be eleCied a member for any county 5
nor fhall any perfon, refiding without the limits of any fuch city,
town, or borough, be e'efted a member therefor,

IV. Within three years after the firft meeting of the general
affembly, and within every fubfequent term of feven years, an en-
wmeration of the taxable inhabitants thall be made, in fuch ‘man.
ner as fhall be direfted by law. The number of reprefentatives
thall, at the feveral periods of making fuch enumeration, be fik-
¢d by the legiflature, and apportioned among the city of Phila-
delphia, and the feveral counties, according to the number of tax-
able inhabitants in each ; and thall never be lefs than fixty, nor
greater than ope hundred. Each county fhall have, at leait, one
reprefentative : but no county, hereafter erefted,thall be entitled

to a feparate reprefentation, until a fufficient number of taxable

inhabitants fhall be contained within it, to entitle them to~ one
reprefentative, agreeable to the ratio, which fhall then be eﬁa‘
blithed. -

V. The fenators thall be chofen for four years, by the cmzen'
of Philadelphia, and of the feveral counties, at the fame time,
in the fame manner, and at the fame places, where they ﬂ]lll Vote
for reprefentatives,

VI. The number of fenators fhall, atthe feveral periods of nﬂa.
king the ei.umeration before mentioned, be fixed by the legifla.
yure, and appomoned among the diftrits formed-as herein after
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‘giteRed, according to the number of taxable inhabitants in eachy
and fhall never be lefs than ene fourth, nor greatey than one
third, of the number of reprefentatives.
VII. The fenators thall be chofen in difkriéts, to be formed by
the legiflature ; each diftri€t containing fuch ‘a.number ‘of taxable
inhabitants, as fhall be entitled-to-cloét not more than four fena-
tors; When 3.diftri&t fhall be compoled of two or nsorecounties,
they fhall be adjoining. Neither the city of Philadelpbia, nor any
sounty, fhall be divided, in forming a diftrict.

VIII. No perfon fhall be a fenator, who fhall not have attain-
-ed the age of twenty-five years, and have been a citizen and in»
habitant of the ftate four years next before his eletion, and the
1aft year theseof an inhabitant of the diitri&, for which he fhall be
chofen 5 unlefs he fall have been abfeaton the public bufinefs of
the united ﬁatc:, or of this fate.

IX. Immediately after the fenators fhall be aflembled, in con-
.fequence of the firft eletion, fubfequent to the ficlk emumeration,
-they fhall be divided, by lot, as equally as may be, into four clafes.
"The feats of the fenators of the firft clafs fhall be vacated, at
.the expiration of the firkt year; of the fecond clafs, at the cxpg.
_ration of the fecond year; of the third clafs, at the explratlon
* of the third year ; and of the fourth clafs at the expiration of the
* fourth year ; fo that one fourth may be chofen every year.

. X. The geaeral affembly thall meet on the firft Tuefday of Pe-
" cemberin every year, unlefs feoner convened by the gowernor.

XI. Each houfe fhall choofe its fpeaker and other officers = apd
" the fenate fhall alfo choofe a fpeaker, pro tempore, when the fpeak-
..ar fhall exercife the office of governor,

_ XII, Each houfe fhall judge of the qualifications of its mcm-
. bers. Contefted ele&tions fhall be determined by a committee to be
. fele@ed, formed, and regulated in fuch manner as fhall be direted
bylaw. A ma_wuty of each houfe fhall conflitute a quosum to
. do bufinefs: bnt a fimaller number may adjourn from day to day,
and may be awthorifed, by law, to compel the attendance of ab-
{mt membey's, in fuch manper, and-under fych penalties, as may
be provided.

_ XIIL- Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceed-
_ingss punith its members for diforderly bebaviour; and, with
-the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member ; but not a fecond
time for the fame caufe ; and fhall have all o;lm powers neceﬁpy

. -for-a braneh of the kgxﬂature of afree fate.
. XIV. Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and
. publith them weckly, except {uch purts as may require fecrecy.

-
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he yeas and nays of the members, on any ‘queltion, fhaill
defire-of any twe of them, be entered on the journals:

. Thedoors of each houfe, and'of committees of the wholeg
se-open, uniefs when the bufinefs fhall by fuch as cught t»

pt fecret.
[. Neither hou{'e thalt, w:bhout the confent of the otherv
n for more than'three days, nor te any ether place: tban
1 which the two houfes fhall- be fitting.
1I. The fcnators: dand reprefentatives fhall' receive a com<
lon, for their fervides, to . be afcertained by law, and paid

7 the treafury of the commonwealth.: They fhall, in all
except treafon; felony, and breach or funty of the peace‘
sileged from arrett, duting their attendance at the feffion
: refpedtive houfes, and in going to and returning from
ne. And for any fpeech or debate in cither houfe, thty
10t be quettioned in any other place. '
11 No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time fod
he fhall have been elefted, be appointed to any civil office;
this ecommonwealth, which fhall have becn created, or the
ments of which fhall have been increafed, daring fuch time &
> member of congref$, or other perfon holding. any office
» of attorney at law, and in the militia) under the united
or this commonweahh, thall be a member of cither houfe,
z his centinuance in congrefs, or in effice.
X.- When vacaneies happen in cither houfe, the fpeaker fhall
er‘!s of ele&ion to’ Al fuch vacancies.

. All bills, for raifing revenue, fhall originate in the honfe
)refentauves : but the ferate may propofe amendments, asid
bills,

1. No meney !haH be drawn from the treafury, but in cono
ace of appropriations-made by law.
{IL. Every bill, which fhall have paffed both houfes, ﬂlall
efented to the governor. 1If he approve, he fhall fign it :
f he fhali not- approve, he fhall return it, with his objeétie
to the houfe, -in which it fhall have originated, who fhall
the objeétions at large-upen their journals, and proceed td
nfider it, ¥, aftet fuch ne-conﬁderztion, two-thirds of that
: fhall agree to pafs the bill, it fhall be fent, with the ob.
ns, to the other houfe, by which likewife it fhall be-re-con-
:d + and if approved by two- tlimls of thathoufe, it thall bea
Butin fuch cafts, the veted of both houfes fhall- be‘dete(-
d by yeas'and nays : and the nemes -of the ‘perfons voting

+ aguinft the bill, Mall bo catered on the journaly of cach
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boufe refpeftively. If any bill fhall not be returned by the ge-
vernor within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it fhall have
betn prefented to him; it fhall be 2 law, in like manner as if
he had figned is; unlefs the general aflembly, by their adjourn-
ment, prevent its return; in which cafe, it fhall be a law, unlfs
fent back within three days after their next meeting,

XXIII. Every order, refolution, er vote, to which the con.
currence of both houfes may be neceflary (except on a queftion of
adjournment) fhall'be prefented to the governor ; and, before it
fhall take effet, be approved by, him ; er, being dlfapproqu,
Aall be re-paffed by, two-thirds of both houfes, according te
the rules and limitations prefcribed in cafeof a bill.

ARTICLE IL

1, THE fupreme executive power of this commonwealth fhafl
be vefted in a governor,

II. The governor fhall be chofen on the fecond Tuefday of
O&ober, by the citizens of the commonwealth, at the places where
they fhall re@eéhvely vote for reprefentatives. The returns of
every ele&ion for governor thall be fealed up, and tranfmitted to
the feat of government, direfted to the fpeaker of the fenate, who
fhall open and publifh them, in the prefence of the members
of both houfes of the legiflature. The perfon having the higheft
number of votes, fhall be governor. But if two or more fhall
be equal and higheft in votes, one of them fhall be chofen go-
vernor, by the joint vote of the members of both houfes. Con.
tefted ele&tions fhall be determined by a committee, to be felefted
from both houfes of the legiflature, and formed and regulated in
fuch manner as fhall be directed by law.

III. The governor fhall” hold his office during three yeau

from the third Tuefday of December next enfuing his eletion ;
and fhall not be capable of holding it longer than nine in .any
term of twelve years.
. IV. He fhall be at leaft thirty years of age, and have been.a
citizen and inhabitant of this Rtate feven years next before his
elettion ; unlefs ke fhall have been abfent on the public bufinefs
of the united ftates, or of this ftate.

V. No member of congrefs, or perfon holding any office un«
der the united ftates, or this ftate, fhall exercife the office of go~
_yernor.

VI. The governor fhall, at ﬁated times, receive, for his fer-
vices, a compenfation which fhall be neither increafed nor dimie
‘mithed during the period for which he fhall have been eleted. .

- Y1 He all be sommander in_chief of the army and mavy of
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linto the attual fervice of the unned ftates.

II. He thall appoint all officers, whofe offices are eftablithed

is confticution, or fhall be eftablithed by law, and whofe ap-

ments are not herein otherwife provided for; but no perfon
be appointed to an office within any eounty, who thall not,
been a citizen and inhabitant therein one’ year next before

ppomtmcnt, if the county fhall have been fo long ere&ted 3

it fhall not have been fo long ereéted, then within the limits

e county or éounties, out of which it (hall have been taken,

1ember of congrefs from this ftate, nor any perfon . holding

:reifing any office of truft or profit under the united ftates,
at the fame time, hold or exercife the office of judge, fe~

'y, treafurer, prothonotary, regifter of wills, , recorder of

iy fheriff, or any office in this ftate, to which a falary is by

innexed, or any other office which future legiflatures fhall

‘¢ incompatible with offices or appointments uader the unia

ates,

. He fhall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, and
veprieves and pardons, except in cafes of impcachment.
He may require information, in writing, from the officers
: executive department, upon any fubje&t relatmg to the du=

£ their refpe&ive offices.

. He fhall, from time to time, give to the general affembly
nation of the ftate of the commonwealth, and recommend to
confideration fuch mea(ures as he fhall judge expedient.

. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene the general

bly ; and, in cafe of difagreement between the two houfes,

refpe& to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to fuch
as he fhall think proper, not exceeding four months.

II. He fhall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

.V. In cafe of the death er refignation of the governor, or

s removal from office, the fpeaker of the ferate fhall exer-

he office of governor, until another governor fhall be duly

fieds And if the trial of a contefted eleftion fhall continue

't than until the third Tuefday in December next enfuirg the

on of'a governor ; the governor, of the laft year, or the fpea-

f the fenate, who may be in the exercife of the executive au-

ty, fhall continue therein, until the determination of fuch

fted eleftion, and until a governor fhall be qualified as afore-

V. A fecretary fhall be appomted and commiffioned during
overnor’s continuance in office, if he fhall fo long behave
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dinfelf -well. He fhall keep a fair vogifter of all the official afty
and proceedings of the govenor, and (hall, when required, lay
fhe fame, and all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto,
Dbefore either branch of the legiflature ; and fhall pesform fuch
mther dutics as fhall be enjoined him by law.
. ARTICLE I

I. IN cleQtions by the citizens, every freeman, of the age
wof twenty-one years, having refided in the ftate two years next
befare the eleftion, and within that time paid a ftate .or cpunty
sax, which fhall have been affeffed at leaft fix months before - the
-eloition, thall enjoy the rights of an eleélor 5 provided, that the
Sous of perfons qualified as aforefaid, between the ages of twen.
dy-one and twenty-two years, fhall be entitled to vote, although
they fhall not have paid taxes,

1I. All eletions fhall be by ballot, except thofe by perfons in
.their reprefentative capacities, who fhall vote wiug avce.

. III. Eleftors fhall, in all cafes, except treafon, felony, and
breach or furety of the peace, be privileged from arreft during
itheir amnd’nce at eleétions, and in going to and returning from
- them.
ARTICLE 1IV.

1. T HE houfe of reprefentatives fhall have the fole power of
impeaching.

= IL. All impeachments fhall be tried by the fenate. When fit.
ding for that purpofe, the fenators fhall be upon oath or affirma.
tion. No perfon fhall be convifted, without the concurrence of
i two thirds of the - members prefent.

III. The governor, and all other. civil officers, under t\ns
scommonwealth, fhall be liable to impeachment for-any mifdemea-
nor in office. But judgment, in fuch cafes, ‘fhall not extend fur-
_ther than to removal from office, and difqualification to hold any
-office of honour, truft, or profit under this commonwealth,
The party, whether convi&ed or acquitted, fhall neverthelefs be

- lable to indi&ment, trial, Judgment and punithment according
te law. .
ARTICLE V.

I. T HE judicial power, of this commonwealth fhall be veM
in a fupreme coust, in courts of oyer and terminer and gene
jail delwe:y, in a court of common pleas, orphans® court, regif-

- ger’s court, and a court of quarter feffions of the peace for each
county, in jultices of the peace, and in fuch other courts as the
« Jegiflature may, fiom time to time, eftablith. '
. .11, The judges of the fupieme court, and.of the feveral courts
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nmon pleas, fhall hold their offices during good behaviour.
or any reafonable caufe, which fhall not be fufficient ground
peachment, the governor may remove any of them, on the
{s of two thirds of each braneh of the legiflature. The
s of the fupreme court, and the prefidents of the feveral
5 of common pleas, fhall, at ftated times, reccive, for their
es, an adequate compenfation, to be fixed by law, whick
not be diminifhed during their continuance in effice: but
fhall receive no fees or perquifites of office, nor hoM any o~
ffice of profit under this commonwealth.
» The jurifdiion of the fupreme court fhall extend over
ate: and the judges thereof fhall, by virtue of their oﬂices,
ftices of oyer and terminer and general jail delwery in the
il counties. -
. Until it fhall be otherwife dire&ted by law, the feveral courte
'mmon pleas fhall be eftablithed in the following manner.
governor fhall appoint in each county, not fewer than three,
nore than four judges, who, during their continuance im
;, fhall refide in fuch county, The fate fhall be divided,
W, into circuits, none of which fhall include more than fix,
‘ewer than three connties. A prefident fhall be appomted of
ourts in each circuit, who, during his continuance in cifice,
refide therein. The prefident and judges, any. two of whom
be a quorum, fhall compofe the refpeétive courts of come
pleas.
. The judges of the court of common pleas, in each county,
» by virtue of their offices, be juftices of oyer and terminer
general jail delivery, for the trial of capital and other offenders
tin : any two of the {aid judges, the prefident being one, fhall
quorum ; but they fhall not hold a court of oyer and ter-
:r or jail delivery in any county, when the judges of the fue
1e court, or any of them, fhall be fitting in the fame county.
party accufed, as well as the commonwealth, may, undeg
. regulations, as fhall be prefcribed by law, remove the in-
ment and proceedings, or a tranfcript thereof, into the fu-
e court. .
I. The fupreme court-and the feveral courts of common pleas
I, befide the powers heretofore ufually exercifed by them, have
powers of a court of chancery, fo far as relates to the per-.
ating teftimony, the obtaining of evidence from places not
unthe ftate, and the care of the perfons and eftates of thofe,
) are mon compotes mentis : and the legiflature fhall vet, in the
H
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fa'd courts, fuch other powers, to grant relief in equity, as fhall
be found neceflary ; and may, from-time to time, enlarge or di-
minith thofe powers, or veft them in fuch other courts as they
thall judge proper, for the due adminiftration of juftice,

VII, The judges of the court-of common pleas of each coun-
ty, anytwo of whom ‘fhall be 2 quorum,.fhall compofe the court
of quarter fcflions of the peace, and orphans’ court thereof : and
the regifter of wills, together with the faid judges, or any two
-of them, fhall compofe the regifter’s court of each county.

VIIL The judges of the courts of common pleas fhall, within
their refpe€live counties, have the like powers with the judges
of the fupreme court, to iffue writs of certiorari to the juftices
of the peace, and to caufe their proceedings to be brought before
them, and the like right and juftice to be done.

- IX. The prefident of the court, in each. circuit, within fuch
" circuit, and the judges of the court of common pleas, within their
refpedtive counties, fhall be juftices of the peace fo far as relates
to criminal matters.

X. The governor fhall appomt a competent mtmber of juftices
of the peace, in fuch convenient diftri&ts, in each county, as are
or fhall be direted by law: they fhall be commiffioned during
" good behaviour ; but may be removed on convition of nifbeha-
viour i. office, or of any infamous ciime, or on the addrels of
both houfes of the legiflature.

XI. A regifter’s office £t the probate of wills and granting
letters of adminiftraticn, and an office for the recording of deeds,
fhail be keptin each county. '

X1I. The ftyle of all procefs -fhall be, The commonwealth of
Pennfylvania; all profecutions fhall be carriedon, in the name
and by the authority of the commo: waaith of Penn(ylvania, and
oonclude, againft the peace and dignity of tbe fame.

ARTICLE VI

" 1. SHERIFFS and coroners fhall, at the times and plates of
eleétion of reprefeniatives, be chofen by the citizens of each county.
Two perfons fhall be chofen for each office, one of whom, for each
refpectively, fhali beappointed by. the governor.  They fhall kold
their offices {or three years, if they fhall fo long behave themielves
well, and until a fucceflor be duly qualified : but no perfon fhall
b= twice chofen or dppOll\ted theriff in any term of fix years. Va-
cancies, in either of the faid office -, fhall be filled | by 2 new ap-
jpointment, to be made by the ‘governor, to continiie “Until the
next general elelion, and uatil a fuccgflor fhall be chofen and
qualified as aforefaid, .
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[. The freemen of this commonwealth fhall be armed and
plined for its defence. Thofe, who confcientioufly fcruple to
- arms, fhall not be compelled to.do fo; but fhall pay an
valent for perfonal fervice. The militia officers fhall be ap.
ited, in fuch manner, and 'for fuch time, as fhall badne&ed
law.

11. Prothonotaries, clerks of the peace and orphans’ courtt,‘
rrders of deeds, regitters of wills, and fheriffs, fhall keep their
:es in the county town of the county, .in which they refpec~
ly thall be officers ; unlefs when the governor fhall, for fpe-
reafons, difpenfe therewith, for any term, not exceeding five
rs, after the county fhall have been eretted.

V. All commiffions fhall.be in the name and by the authori~
»f the commonwealth of Rennfylvania, and be fcaled with the
e feal, and figned by the governor.

7. The ftate treafurer fhall. be appointed, annually, by the
it vote of the members of both houfes. All other officers, in
treafury department, attornies at law, eleftion officers, offi-
3 relating to taxes, to the poor and highways, conitables, and
er townthip officers,.fhall be appointed in fuch manner as is
(hall be direfted by law.

ARTICLE VII

'. THE legiflature fhall, as foon as conveniently may be, pro-
e, by law, for the eftablifhment of fchools throughout the-
i€, in fuch manner, that the poor may be taught gratis.

(L. The arts and {ciences fhall be promoted in one or more
rinaries of learning.

[II. The rights, privileges, immunities, and eftates of religi-
s focietics and corporate bodies, thall remain, as if the con-.
ution of this. ffate had not been altered or amended.

ARTICLE VIIIL

MEMBERS of the general aflembly, and all officers, execu-
e and judicial, fhall be bound by oath or affirmation, to fups .
rt the conftitution of this commonwealth, and to perform the
ties of their re(peive offices with fidelity,

ARTICLE IX.

at the general, great, and effential principles of kiberty and frn
government .may be recognized and unalterably efiabl /bed, WE
DECLARE, ‘

1. THAT all men are born equally free and independent, and
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Bave certain inherent and indefeafible rights, among which are
thofe of enjoying and defending life and liberty, .of acquiring,
poflefling, and protecting propcrty and reputation, and of purfu-
ing their own happnnefs.

1I. ‘That all power is inherent in the people ; and a]l free go-
sernments are founded on their authority, and inftituted for their
peace, {afcty, and happinefs. For the advancement of thofe ends,
they have, at all times, an unalienable and indefeafible right, to
alter, reform, or abolifh their government, in fuch manner as they
may think proper.

III. That all men have a natural and indefeafible right to wor-
#hip Almighty God according to the diftates of their own con-
fciences ; that no man can, of right, be compelled toattend, ere&, or
fupport any place of worthip, or to maintain any miniftry, againft
his confent ; that no human authority czan, in any cafe whatever,
@ontrol or interfere with the rights of confcience; and that ne
preference fhall ever be given, by law, to any religious eftablith-
suents or modes cf worlhip.

1V, That no perfon, wio acknow]edges the being of a God,
s;and a future ftate of rewards and punithments, fhall, on account
of his religious fentiments, be difqualified to hold any office o#
place of truft or profit under this commonwealth.

V. That ele&tions fhall be freec and equal.

VI. That trial by jury fhall be as heretofore, and the nght
thereof remain inviolate.

VII. That the printing prefles fhall be free to every perfon,
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the legiflature or
any branch of government : and no law fhall ever be made tore-
ftrain the right thereof. The free communication of thoughts and
opinions is one of the invaluable rights of man : and every ci-
tizen may frecly fpeak, write, and print on any fubje&t, being
sefponfible for the abufe of that liberty. In profecutions for
the publication of papers, inveftigating the official condué& of
officers, or men in a public capacity, or where the matter pub-
lithed is proper for public information, the truth thereof may
begiven in evidence. And, in all indi&tments for hbels, the jury
fhall have a right to determine the law and the fafts, under the
dire&ion of thecourt, as in other cales,

- VIII. That the p.ople fhall be fecure in their perfons, houfes,
* papers, and poffeflions, from unreafonable fearches and feizures :
and that no warrant, to fearch any place or to feizg any perfon or
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8, fThall iffue without defcribing them as nearly as may be,
vithout probable caufe, fupported by oath of affirmation,
L. That, inall criminal profecutions, the accufed hath a
to be heard by himfelf and his council ; to demand the na-
and caufe of the accufation againft him; to meet the wit-
s face to face ; to have compulfory procefs for obtaining wit-
s in his favour ; and, in profecutions by indi&ment or infors
on, a fipeedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the vicinage :
he cannot be compelled to give evidence againft himfelf ;
can he be deprived of his life, liberty, or property, unle(s by
udgment of his peers, or thelaw of theland, -
. That no perfon fhall, for any indiétable oﬂ'ence, be -pro-
ed againft criminally by information, except in cafes arifing
1e land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in atual fer-
, in time of war or public danger, or, by leave of the court,
>ppreflion, and mifdemeanor inoffice. No perfon fhall, for the
= offence, be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb :. nor fhall
man’s property be taken orapplied to public ufe, without
confent of - his reprefentatives, and without jlhl compenfation
g made.
1. That all courts fhall be open; and every man, for an
ry done him in his lands, goods, perfon, or reputation, fhall
e remedy by.the due courfe of law, and right and juftice ad-
iiftered without fale, denial, or delay. Suits may be brought
inft the commonwealth in fuch manner, in fuch courts, and
uch cafes,. as the legiflature may, by. law, dirsét.
<II. That no power of fufpending laws, fhall be exercifed,
efsby the legiflature, or its authority.
X111, That exceffive bail fhall not be required, nor exceffive
:s impof:d, vor cruel punithments inflifted.
XLV, That all prifoners fhall be bailable by fufficient fureties,
lefs for capital offences, when the proof is evident, or pre.
nption great : and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus
Il not be fufpended, unle(s when, in cafes of rebellion orin.
ion, the public fafety may require it.
XV. That no commiffion of oyer and terminer or jail dehvery
Ul be iffued.
XVI._That the perfon of a debtor, where there is ot firong
fumption of fraud, fhall not be continued in prifoﬁ, after deli-
ring up his eftate for the benefit of his creditors, in fuch man «.
ras hallbe prefcribed by law.
XVII, That no ex pofl fally. law, nor any law i xmpaumg cone
\&5’ fhall be made,
Ha
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. XVIIL That no perfon fhall be attainted of treafon or felohy
by the legiflature,

XIX. That no attainder fhall work corruption of blood, nor,
exczpt during the lifeof theoffender, forfeiture of eftate te the
eommonwealth ; that the eftates of fuch perfons, as fhall deftroy.
their own lives, fhall defcend or veft as in cafe of natural deathy
and if any perfon fhall be killed by cafualty, there fhall be no for-
feiture by reafon thereof.

XX. That the citizens havea right, in a peaceatle manner,
toafleinble together for their common good, and to apply to thofe
invefted with the powers of government, for redrefs of grievances,
er other proper purpofes, by petition, addrefs, or remonftrance.

XXI. That the right of the citizens to bear arms, in defence
of themfelves and the ftate, fhall not be queftioned.

XXIIL. That no flanding army fhall, in time of peace, be kept
up, without the confent of the legiflature ; and the military fhall,
inall calls, and atall vimes, be in ftii& fubordination to the civil
power.

XXII. That no foldier fhall, in time of peace, be quartered
in any houe, without the confent of the owner, nor, in time of
war, but in a manner, to be prefcribed by law. i

XXIV. That the legiflature fhall not grantany title of nobility
or hereditary diftin&ion, nor create any office, the appointmeng
to which fhall be for a longer term than during good behaviour.

XXV. That emigration from the ftate fhall not be prohibited.

XXVI. To guard againft tranfgieffions of the high powers
which we have delegated, WE DECLARE, That every thing
in this article, is excepted out cf the general powers of govern~
ment, and fhall forever remain inviolate.

SCHEDULE.

-THAT no inconvenicnce may arifz from the alterations and
amendments in the conflitution of this commonwealth, and ir
order to carry the fame into complete operation, it is bereby de-
clared and ordained,

L HAT all laws of this commonwealth, in force at the time
of making the faid alterations and amendments in the

faid conflitution, and not inconfiftent therewith, and all rights,

a&ions, profecutions, claims, and contraéts, as well of individs-
als, as of bodies corporate, thall continue as if the faid alters-
%ons and amendments had not been made. : '

II. That the prefident and fupreme executive council fhail
sontinue to excreile the executive authority of this comurons

Lo




& PENNSYLVANIA. vy

1, as heretofore, until the third Tuefday of December next s,
o intermediate yacancies in thc council thall be fupplied by
~le&lons.

- That all officers, in the appomtment of the executive de-
1ent, thall eontinue in the exercife of the duties of theirre«
ive offices, until the firft day of September one thoufand

hundred and ninety-one—unlefs their commiffions fhall
'r expire by their own limitations, or the faid offices become
1t by death or refignation—and no longer, unlefs re-appoint-
1d commiffioned by the governor ; except that the judges of
apreme court fhall hold their offices for-the terms in theis
niflions refpedtively expreffed. .
7. That juftice hall be admini@ered in the {everal countiey
iis ftate, until the period aforefzid, by the fame juftices, in
‘ame courts, and in the fame manner, as heretofore.
. That no perfon, now in commiflion as theriff, thall bé eli-
e at the next eletion, for a longer term than will, with the
:, which he fhall have ferved in the f:ud office, complete the
10f three years. .

'I. That, until the firft enumeratnqn ﬂxall be made, as due&-
in the fourth feion of the fisft article of the conftitution,
blifhed by this convention, tke city of Philadelphia and the
ral counties fhall be refps&ive.ly entitled to ele& the fame
nber of reprefentatives, as is.now prefcribed by law.
711. That the firlt fenate fhall confilt of cxghteen members,
be chofen in diftriéts, formed as foliows, 0 avit: The city
Philadelphia and the counties of Philadelphia and Delaware
Il be a diftri&, and elect three fenators : the county, of Chefter
Il be a diftri€t, and. fhall eleét one fenatcx _the county of
cks fhall be a diftriQ and fhall ele& one fenator : the
ity of Montgomery fhall be a diftrict, and fhll eleft one fe-
tor : the county of Northampton fhall be a diftri&, and fhall
& one fknator : the counties of Lancal‘er and York fhall be
1ifl¥i, and thall ele@t three fenators: the counties of Berks
d Dauphm thall be a diftri&t,and fhall ele& two fenators; the
unties of Cumberland and Mifflin fhall be a diftri&, and fhall
:&t one fenator: the coynties of Northumberland, Luzernq,
ud Hummgdon fhall be.a dnﬁu&, and Jhall ele&t one fenator
¢ counties 6f Bedford and Franklin fhall be a “diftrict, and fhall
e& ong fenator : the counties of Weftnoreland' and Allegany
all be adiftri&, and fhall ele& one fenator : and the countue;
{ Wathington and Fayette fhall. be a diflri&, and _ fhall elecd
wp kepators ; which fenators thall &rvc until the ﬁrft cnumexa-
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tion before-mentioned fhall be made, and-the reprefentation - ffm
both houfes of the legiflature: thall be eftablifhed by law, and
chofen as in the conftitution is dire€ted. Any vacancies, which»
fhall hoppen in the fenate, within the fiid time. (hall'be fup-
plied as preferibed in the nineteenth ‘e&ion of the firft article.
VIII. Thatthe ele&ions of fenators th: 1l be condu&ed, and the.
returns thereof made, to the fenate, in the fame manuer asis
preferibed Ly the election laws of the ftate for conduéting and:
making retarn of the el:&tion of reprefentatives. In thofe dif-
tri&ts, which confift of mo.e than ore county, the judges of the-
diftri%t eleQions within each county, after having formed a re-.
turn of the whole eleftion within that county, in fuch manner as.
- is dire&ed by law, fhall fend the fame, by onc e more of their

number, to the place herein after mentioned within the diftrict, of

which fuch county is a part, wheie the judges, fo met, fhall
compare and caft up the feveral county retuns, and execute, under;

their har.ds and feals, one general and true return for the whole:-

diftrid : thatis to fay, the judgesof the didriét compofed of the.
city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Ph:ladelphia and Dela-
- ware, tha!l meet in the flate houfe in the city of Philadelphia ; the:
judges of the diftri& compofed of the counties of Lancafter and.
York fhall meet at the court houfe, in-the county of Lancafter;_
thejudges of the diftri&t compofed of the counties of Berks and
Dauphin,. fhall meet at Middletown inthe county ot Berks ; the
judges of the diftri& compofed of the counties of Cumberland.
and Mifflin, fhall meet in Greenwood townthip, county of:
‘Cumberland, at the houfe now occupied by David Miller ; the
Jjudges of ‘the diftri& compofed of the countics of Northuuiber-
land; Luzerne, and Huntingdon, fhall meet in the town of Sun.
bury ; the judges of the diftri& compofed of the counties of Bed-.
ford and Franklin, fhall meetat the houfz now occupied by
John Dickey, in Air townthip, Bedford county ; the judges of
the diftrit compofed of. the counties of Weftmoreland and.
Allegany, thall meet in Weftmoreland county, at the court houfe
jn the town of Greenfborough ;. and the judges of the diftri&t,
compofed of the counties of Wathington and Fayette fhall meet
at the coutt houfe in the town of ‘Wathington, in Wathington
kounty, on the third Tuefday in O&tober refpectively, for the pur-
poles aforefaid. : -

© IX. That thé eletion of thie governot fhallbe conduted, in
the feveral countiés,. in the manner prefcribed by thelaws of the
Trate for the elc&ion of ‘reprefentatives: and the returns in each.

caunty fhall be fealed by the judges of the cleétions, and tranf
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whitted to the prefidentof the fupreme executive comncil, diret-
Jd to the fpcakcr of the. fenate, as foon after the eletion as may be.

Done in convention, the fecond day of September, in_the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and nine-
ty, and of the independence of the united ftates of Ame-
rica, the fifteenth. In te(hmony whereof we have here-
anto fubfcribed our hames,

- THCMAS MIFFLIW, PRESIDENT.

James Wilfon,
Hilary Baker,
"William Lewis, |

Thomas M¢Kean, =

George Gray,

William Robinfon, junior,

" Robert Hare,
Enoch Edwards,
Samuel Ogden,
‘Thomas Jenks,
John Barclay,
Abraham Stout,’
William Gibbons,
‘Thomas Bull,
James Boyd,
Edward Hand,
Robert Coleman,
Sebaftian Graff,
John Hubly, -
John Breckbill,
Henry Miller,”
Henry Slegle,
William Reed,
Benjamin Ty fon,

Benjamin Pedan, -

Matthew Dill,
William Irvine,
James Power,
Jofeph Heifter,
Chriftian Lower,

Abraham Lincoln, =~
Atteft. Joleph Redmian, fecretary,
Jacob Shallus, afifiant fecretary.

" Paul Grofcop,

" Baltzes Gehr,
“Samuel Sitgreaves,

John Arndt,
Peter Rhoads,

* " Jofeph Powell,

John Piper,’

" Charles Smith,

Simon Snyder,
William Findley,

© - William Tedd, v
’ 'AlexanderAddx(é;n, o
‘John Hoge, '

David Redick,
James Rofs,
John Smilie,
Albert Gallatin,
James M¢Lene,

- George Matthews,

James Morris,
Lindfay Coates,
Jonathan Shoemaker,

_ John Gloningar,

William Brown,
‘Alexandet Graydon,
Timothy Pickering,
Andrew Henderfon,
John Gibfon,
Thomas Beale,

. John Séllers,

Nanbamcl Newlm.
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"CONSTITUTION OF DELAWARE.
4 DECLARATION OF RIGHTS and fundamental
riles of the Delaware flate, formerly fyled, The government.
© of the counties of Newcaflle, Kent, and Suffex, upon Delaware.
8 HAT all government, of right, originates from the
people, is founded in compaét only, and inttituted folely
for the good of the whule.

II. That all men have 3 hatural and unalienable- right to
worthip Almighty God, according to the diftates of their own
confciences and underffanding ; and thut na man ought, or of
nght can be campelied to attend any religious worthip, or
maintain any miniftry, ¢ontrary to, or againft. his own free will.
and confent; and that no authority can or oughtto be vefted
in, or affimed b'y; any powér whatever, that fhallin any cafeina
terfere with, or ' in any manner control the right of. confcience,
in the fice exercife of religious worfhip.

It1. That all perfons, profeffing the chriftian rellglon, ought-
forever’ to enjoy equal rights and privileges in this ftate 3 unlefs,.
under, colour of religion, any man. difturb. the peace, the happi-
nefs, or fafety of fociety.

1V. That the people &f this ftate have the fole, exclufive, and.
inherent right of goverm ng and regulating the internal pohcc of
the fame.

V. That perfons entrufted with the leglﬂatwe and -executive
powers, arethetruftees and fervants of the public, .and, as fuch,.
accountable for their conduét ; wherefore, whenever the ends of
goverhment are perverted,. and public liberty. mamfeﬂ'ly endan-
gered, by the legiflative fingly, or a treacherous combination.
of both, the people may, and of right ought to eftablifh a new
or reform the old government,

VI. That the right, in the people, to participate in the legifla-
ture, isthe foundation of liberty and of all free government ; and.
for this end, all eletions ought to be free and frequent; and eve.
Ty freeman, having fufficient evidence of a permanent common
interelt with, and attachment to the community, hath a right
of fuffrage. ‘

VII. That no power of fufpending laws, or the exetution of
Jaws, ought to be exerciled, unlefs by the legiflature.

VIIL. That, for redrefs of grievances, and for amending and
firengthening of the laws, the legxﬂam:e ought to.be frequently:

convened._
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IX, Thatevery man hath aright to petition the legiflature, for
e redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly manner.
X. Thatevery member of fociety hath a right to be prote&ed,
the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and therefore is
und to-contribute his proportion towards the expenfe of that
oteclion, and yield his perfonal fervice, when neceflary, or an
juivalent thereto 3 but no part of a man’s property can be
ftly taken from him, or applied to public ufes, without his own
nfent, or that of his legul reprefentatives: xor can any man,
at is confcientioufly fcrapulous of beiring arms in any cafe,
: jutly comp.lled thereto, if he will pay fuch equivalent.
XI. That reti0;pe&tive laws, punithing offences committed be.
re the exiftence of fuch ‘laws, are oppreflive and unjuft, and
1ight not to he.made. |
XII. That every freemm, for every mJury done him in his
wods, lands, or perfon, by any «ther perfon, cught to have
medy, by the courfe of the law of the land, and ought to
wve juftice and right for the injury done to him, freely without
le, fully without any denial, and fpeedily without delay,ac.
wding to the law of the land,
XI1I. That trial, by juiy, of fats, where they anfe is one
“the greateft fcuritics of the Lives, liberties, and tttztes of the
ople.
XIV. That inall prorccutlons for cnmmal oﬁ'ences, every
an hath a right tobe informed of the accufation againft him,
be allowed counfel, to be confronted with the accufers or wit.
fles, to examine evidence on oath in his favour, and toa fpeedy
al, byan inipartial juty, without whole ananimous confent he
ght not to be found gmlty :
XV. That no man, in the courts of common law, ought to
conpeed togive evidence againft himf(elf.
XVI. That exceffive bal ought not to be requ:red, nor
ceffive fines impofed, nor cruel nor unufual punilhments ins
Sed.
XVII. That all warrants, without oatb, to. fearch fufpc&ed
ice<, or to feize any perfon- or his piopearty, are grievous
4 oppfrﬂ&ve-; and all gencral warrantse—to fearch fufpeéted
1ces, or to apprehend all perfons, i‘quéc’ted, without naming or
feribing the: place” or any perton in fpecaa,h-‘arc xllegal and
ght not to ke gramed
XVHI. That a well regulated mxhtla is the(propn , natura} md
e.vience of a free gdvernment.
XX, ’lhat fading -armics are dangerous to0 lmmy, md
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ought not to beraifed or kept up, without the cenfent of the lev
gitlature. - :

© XX. That, m all cafes, and -at all times; the military ought
to be under fri& fubordination to, and governed by, the civil
power. - ' : C

¢ XXI. Th:t no foldier ought to be quartered inany houfe, in
time of peace, without the confent of the owner ; and in time of
war, in fuch manner only, as the legiflature fhall direét.

. XXII. That the independency and uprightnefs of judges are
effential to the impartial adminiftration of juftice, and a great
fecurity to therights and liberties of the people. ’

- XXIII. That the liberty of the prefs ought to be inviolably
preferved. . -

The conflitution, or [ifiem of government, agreed to and refolved
upon by the reprefentatives, 1n full convention, of the Dela-
avare flate, formerly fiyled, The government of the counties
of Newcafile, Kent, and Suffex, upon Delaware 5 the faid
reprefentatives being chofen by the freemen of the faid flate,
for that exprefs purpofe.

I HE government of the counties of Newcaftle, Kent,

and Suffex, upon Delaware, fhall hereafter, in all pub-
lic, and other writings, be called, The Delacware flate. ‘

- 11, The legiflature fhall be formed of two difkin& branches.

They fhall meet once or oftener in every year, and fhall be cal-

led, The general affembly of Delaware. - o
III. One of the branches of the legiflature fhall be called,

Tbe boufe of affembly, and fhall confifk of feven reprefentatives,

to be chofen for each county -annually, of fuch perfons as are

freeholders of the fame.: . -+ . _° ) i
IV. The other branch fhall be called, The council, and confit

of nine members ; three to-be chofen for each county at the

time of the firft cle@ion of the affembly, who fhall be freehold-
ers of the county, for which they are chofen,and be upwards of
twenty-five years of age. At the end of one year after the
general eletion, the counfellor, who had the fmalleft number
of votes in each county, fhallbe difplaced, and the. vacancies,

thereby occafioned, (upplied by the freemen of each county chool-

ing the fame or avether perfon, ata new eletion, in" manner
aforefaid. At theend of two years after the firft general ele&ion,
the counfellor, who ftoad fecond in. number of votes in each
county, fhall be difplaced, and the vacancies, thereby occafiongd,
‘upplied by amew ecleftion, in man_naf;afomf:;id. And atth
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od of three years from the firlt general eletion, the counfellor,
vhohad the greateft number of votes in each county, fhall be dif-
flaced, and the vacancies, thereby occafioned, fupplied by a
iew eleftion.in manner aforefaid. And this rotation, of a coun-
ellor being difplaced at ' the end of three years in each county,
ind his office fupplied by a new choice, fhall be continued af-
erwards in due order annually forever; whereby, after the
irft general eleftion, a counfellor will remain in truft for three
rears, from the time of his being ele&ted, and a counfellor will
»e difplaced, and the fame or another chofen in each county at
wery ele&ion.

V. The right of {uffrage, in the ele&tion of members for botk
1oufes, fhall remam, as exercifed by law at prefent; and each
1oufe fhall choofe its own fpeaker, appomt its own officers, Judge
f the qualifications and eletions of its own members, fettle its
wn rules of proceeding, and dire& writs of eleftion, for fup-
lying intermediate vacancies. They may alfo feverally expel any
f their own members for mifbehaviour, but not a fecond time
n the fame feflions for the fame offence, if re-elefted ; and they
hall have all other powers, neceffary for the legiflature of a free
ind independent ftate.

VI. All money bills, for the fupport of government, fhall ori«
/inate in the houfe of affembly, and may be altered, amended,
r reje€ted, by the legiflative council. All other bills and ordi-
iances may take rife in the houfe of aflembly, or legiflative
ouncil, and may be altered, amended, or rejeéted by either.

VII. A prefident or chief magiftrate fhall be chofen by joint
allot of both houfes, to be taken in the houfe of affembly, and
1e box examined by the fpeakers of each houfe, in the prefence
f theother members ; and in cafe the numbers, for the two high-
@t in votes, fhould be equal, then the fpeaker of the council fhail
ave an additional ca(hng voice 3 and theappointinent of the per-
m, who has the majority of votes, fhall be entered at large on
‘e minutes and journals of each houfe, and a copy thereof,
n parchment, certified and figned by the fpeakers refpetively, -
nd fealed with the great feal of the ftate, which they are hereby
athorifed to affix, fhall be delivered to the perfon, fo chofen pre-
dent, who fhall continue in that office three years, and until the
tting of the next general affembly, and no longer ; nor be eli-
ible until the expiration of three years, after he fhall have been.
it of that office, An adequate, but moderate falary fhall be
ttled on him, duting his continuance in office. He may draw
« fuch fums of money,as lhall’l:n appropriated by the geseral
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aflembly, and be accountable to them for the fame ; he may, by
and with the advice of the privy council, lay embargoes, or pro-
hibit the exportation of any commodity, for any time, not ex-
ceeding thirty days, in the recefs of the general affembly; he
fhall have the power of granting pardons or reprieves, except
where the profecution fhall be carried on by the houfe of affembly,
or the law fhall otherwife dire& ; in which cafes no pardon or
reprieve fhall be granted, but by a refolve of the houfe of af-
fembly ; and may exercife all the other executive powers of go.
vernment, limited and reftrained, as by this conftitution is men-
tioned, and according to the laws of the ftate. And on his dzath,
inability, or abfence from the ftate, the fpeaker of the legiflative
council, for the time being, fhall be vice-prefident; and in cafe
of his death, inability, or abfence from the ftate, the fpeaker
of the houfe of affembly fhall have the powers of a prefidet,
until 2 new nomination be made by the general affembly.

VIII. A privy-council, confiting of four members, fhall be
chofen by ballot, two by the legiflative council, and two by the
houfe of affembly : provided, that no regular officer of the army
ur navy, in the fervice and pay of the continent, or of this, or
of any other fate, fhall be eligible. And a member of the legifla-
tive council, or of the houfe of aflembly, being chofen of the privy.
council, and accepting thereof, fhall thereby lofe his feat. Three
members fhall be a quorum ; and their advice and proceédings fhall
be entered on record, and figned by the members prefent, (to any
part of which, any member may enter his diflent) to be laid be-
fore the general affembly, when called for by them. Two mem.
bers fhall be removed by ballot, one by the legiflative council,
and one by the houfe of affembly, at the end of two years;
and thofe, who remain, the next year after ; who fhall feverally
be ineligible, for the three next years. Thefe vacancies, as well
s thofe occafioned 1y death or incapacity, fhall be fupplied by
‘new ele&tions, in the fame manner. And this rotation of a privy
counfeller (hall be continued afterwards in due order, annually,
forever, The prefident inay, by fummons, convene the privy-
council, at any time, when the public exigencies may require, and
atfuch place, as he fhali think moft convenient, when and where
shey are to attend accordingly.

IX. The prefident, with the advice and confent of the privy-
council, may embody the militia, and a& 2s captain-general and
commander in chief of them, and the other military force of this
ftate, under the laws of the fame, .

X. Fither houfe of the general alembly may:adjourn themfelves
refpedtively, The prefident fhall zot prorogue, adjours, or diffolve
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the geaeral affembly ; but he may, with the advice of the priey
council, or on the application of a majority of either houfe, csil
them before the time, to which they fhall tland adjourned ; apd
the two houfes fhall always fit at the fame time ani place; for
which purpofe, immediately after every adjournment, the fpeaker
of the houfe of affembly fhall give notice to the fpeaker of the
other houfe, of the time, to which the houfe of affembly ftands
adjourned.

XI. The delegates for Delaware, to the congrefs of the united:
fates of America, fhall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in the
mean time,. by joint ballot of both houfes in the general affembly.

XII. The prefident and general aflfembly fhall, by joint bale
lot, appoint three juftices of the fupreme court for the ftate, one
of whom fhall be chief juftice, and a judge of admiralty, and alfe
four juftices of the courts of common pleas and orphans’ courts,
for each county, one of whom in.each.court fhall be ftyled chref
fuftice (and, in cafe of divifion on the ballot, the prefident fhall
have an additional cafting voice). to be commiffioned by the pre-
fident, under the great feal—who thall continue in office during
good behaviour. And:during the time the juftices of the faid
fupreme court, and.courts of common pleas, remain in office,.
they fhall hold none other, except in the militia, Any one of the
juftices of either of faid courts fhall have power,. in cafe of the-
non-caming of his brethren, to open and adjourn th: court. An.
adequate, fixed, but moderate falary fhall be fettled on them, dur-
ing their continuance in office. The prefident and privy-coun-
til fhall appoint the fecretary,. the attorney-general, regifters for
the probate of wills, and granting letters: of adminiftration, re-
gifters in chancery, clerks of the courts of common-pleas and
orphans’ courts, and clerks of the peace, who fhall be commif-
fioned as aforefaid, and remain in office during five years, if they
sehave- themfelves well ; during which time, the faid regifters
n chancery, and clerks, fhall not be juftices of either of the faid
‘ourts, of which they are officers, but they fhall have authority
ofign all.writs, by them iffued, and take recognizances of bai!.
T'he juflices of the peace fhall be nominated by the houfe of affem-
ly ; that is to fay, they fhall name twenty-four perfons for
ach county, of whom the prefident, with the approbation of
he privy. councii, fhall appoint twelve, who fhall be commiffion-
d, as aforefaid, and continue in office during feven years, if they
rchave themfelves well ; and in cafe, of vacancies, or if the le-
;iflature fhall think proper to increafe the number, they fhall:
¢ nominated and appointed in like manner, The members of-

-~
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the legiflative and privy-courcils fhall be juftices of the peace
for the whole ftate, during their continuance in truft; and the
jultices of - the courts of common pleas fhall be confervators of the
peace in their refpetive counties.

XIII. The juftices of the courts of common pleas and orphans’
oourts fhall have the power of holding inferior courts of chance-
ry, as heretofore, unlefs the legiflature fhall otherwife direét.

X1V, The cleks of the {upreme court fhall be appointed by
the chief juftice thereof, and the recorders of deeds, by the juftices
of the courts of common pleas for each county feverally, and
comn iflioned by the prefident, under the great feal, and continue
#n office ive years, if they behave themfelves well.

XV. The fheriffs and coroners of the refpeétive counties ﬂull

- be chofen annually, as heretofore ; and any perfon, having ferved
three years as fheriff, fhull be ineligible for three years after;
and the prefident and privy council fhiall have the appointment of
fuchof the two ¢andidates, returned for the faid offices of fheriff
and coroner, a¢ they fhall think beft qualified, in the fame man.
ner, that the governor heretofore enjoyed this powen. . .

XVI. The general afflembly, by joint ballot, fhall appomt the
generals and field officers, and all other officers in the army or
navy of this ftate. And the prefident may appoint, during ples-
fure, until otherwife direted by the legiflature, all neceffary civil
cfficers, not herein before mentioned.

XVII. There fhall be an appeal from the fupreme court of De-
laware, in matters of law and equity, to a court of feven perfons,
to confift of the prefident fer the time being, who fhall prefide
therein, and fix others, to be appointed, three by the legiflative
council, and three By the houfe of affembly, who fhall continue in

office during good behaviour, and be commiffioned by the pre- |

fident, under the great feal ; which court fhall be ftyled, The court
of appeals, and have all the authority and powers heretofore given

by law, in the laft refort, to the king in council, under the old

government. The fecretary fhall be the clerk of this court : and

vacancies therein, occifioned by death or incapacity, fhall be fup- .

plied by new ele&tions, in manner aforefaid.

XVIII, The juflices of the fupreme court and courts of com- '

mon pleas, the members of the privy-council, the fecretary, the
truftees of the loan office, and clerks of the courts of common
pleas, during their continuance in office, and all perfons concern-
ed in any army or navy contrals, fhall be ineligible to either
houfe of affembly ; and any member of either houfe, accepting of
any other of the offices herein before mentioned (excepting the
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office of a juftice of the peace) fhall have his (cat thersby vacated,
and a new eleétion fhall be ordered.

XIX. The'legillative council and affembly fhall have the pow-.
er of making the great feal of this ftate, which fhall be kept by
the prefident, or, in his abfence, by the vice-prefident, to be
ufed by them, as occafion may require. It fhall be called, The
great fealof the Delaware flate, and ﬂmll be affixed to all laws.
and commiflions.

- XX. Commiffions thall run in the name of The Delaware-
Sate, and bear telt by the preﬁdent. Writs fhall run in the
fame manner, and bear teft in the name of the chicf juftice, or
juftice firft pamed in the comuaiffiens for the feveral courts, and
be fealed with the public feals of fuch courts. Indiments
thall conclude, Againft the peace and dignity of the flate.

XXI. In cafe of vacancy of the offices, above direfted to.
be filled by the prefident and general affembly, the prefident and.
privy council may appoint others in their ftead, until there fhall
be a new eletion,

XXII. Every perfon, who fhall be chofen a member of ei-.
ther houfe, or appointed to any office or piace of trutt, before -
taking his feat, or entering upon the execution of his office,,
fhall take .the following oath or aﬁirmanon, it confcnennouﬂy
fcrupulous of taking an oath, #o wit,

¢ I, 4. B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware ftate, fub..
mit to its conRilution and laws, and do no at wittingly, where-.
by the freedom thercof may be prejudiced.™

And alfo make and fubfcribe the foilowing declaration, fo apif..

¢ I, A. B.do profefs faith in God the Father, and in Jefus
Chrift, his only Son, and the Holy Ghoft, one' God, blefled for -
evermore ; and [ do acknowledge the holy fcriptures of the old:
and new teltament to be given by divine infpiration,”"

Andali officers fhall alfo take an oath of office.

XXIII. The prefilent, when he is out of office, and within.
eightcen months after, and all others, offending againft the ftate, .
either by. mal-adininiftration, corruption, or other means, . by
which the fafety of the commonwealth may be-endangered, within
eighteen months after the offence committed, fhall be impeachable,
by the boufe of affembly,. before the legiflative council : fuch im-
peachment to be profecuted by the attorney genecal, or fuch o-
ther perfon or perfons, as the houfe of affembly may appuint, ac-
cording to the laws of the land, If found guilty, he or they fhall .
be either forever difabled to hold any office under government, or
sewoved from office gro tempore, or fubjeited to. fuch pains and..

I.2.
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penalties, asthe laws fhall dire®. And all officers fhall be re.
moved, on conviftion of mifbehayiour, at common law, or on
impeachment, or upon the addrefs of the general aflembly.
XXIV. All aéts of affembly, in force in this ftate on the fif-
teenth day of May laft (and not hereby altered, or contrary to the

. refolutions of congrefs, or of the late houfe of affembly of this

ftate,) fhall fo continue, until altered or repealed by the legifla-
ture of this fate, unlefs where they are temporary, in which

“cafe they fhall expire, at the times refpectively limited for their

duration.

XXV. The common law of England, as well as fo much of
the flatute law as has been heretofore adopted in pra&ice in this
ftatz, thall remain in force, unlefs they fhall be altered by a future
law of the legiflature; fuch parts only excepted, as are repug-
nant to the rights and privileges contained in this conftitution,,
and the declaration of rights, &c. agreed to by this convention.

XXVI. No perfon, hereafter imported into this ftate from Af.
rica, ought to be held in flavery, under any pretence whatever;,
and no Negro, Indian, or Mulatto flave, ought to be brought into.
this ftate, for fsle, from any part of the world.

XXVII. The firft eleftion for the general affembly of this ftate,

" fhall be held on the twenty- fu ft day of Otober next, at the court

hcufes in the feveral counties, in the manner heretofore ufed-in.
the elefion of the affembly, except as to chcice of infpectors and.

" afleflorsy where affeflo:s have not been chofen on the fixteenth day of
_September inftant, which (hall be made on the morning of the day

of elefion, by the eleftors, inhabitants of the refpective hundreds:
in each county. At which time, the fieiiffs and coroners, for
the fuid counties refpeQively, are to be elefted : and the prefent

" fheriffs of the counties of Newcaftle and Kent, may be re-chofen.

to that office, until the fuft day of Oftober in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine; and the
prefent fheriff for the county of Suffex may be re-chofen to that
office un il the firft day of O&ober in the year of our Lord one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight, provided the freemen
think proper to re-ele&t them at every general eletion ; and the
prefent fheriffs and coroners refpeively (hall continue to exercife
their offices as heretofore, until the fheriffs and coroners, to bee-
Te&ted on the faid twenty-fi:ft day of O&ober, fhall be commif-
Goned and fworn into office. The members of the legiflative
council and affembly fhall meet, for tranfadting the bufinefs of
the ftate on the twenty-eighth day of O&oher next, and cor.tinue
i office, until the frt day of Ofcber, which will be iivthe year
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one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven 3 on which day,
and on the firft day of O&ober in each year forever after, the le-
giflative council,. affembly, fheriffs, and coroners, fhall be chofen
by ballot, in manner direéted by the feveral laws of this flate,
for regulating elections of members of affembly, and fheriffs and
coroners ; and the general affembly fhall meet on the twentieth
day of the fame month for tranfating the bufinefs of the ftate ;.
and if any of the faid firk and twentieth. days of Oé&lober
fhould be Sunday, then, and in fuch-cafe, the eleétions fhall be
held, and the general affembly meet the next day following.

XXVIII. To prevent any violence or force being ufed at the
faid elefions, no perfons fhall come armed to any of them, and
no mafter of the militia fhall be made on that My ; nor fhall any
battalion or company give in theii votes immediately fucceeding
each other, if any other voter, who offers to vote, objets
thereto; nor fhall any battalion or company, in the pay of the
continent, or of this or any other ftate, be fuffcred to remain at
the time and place of holding the. faid ele&tions, nor within
one mile of the faid places refpetively, for twenty-four hours be
fore the opening faid ele€tions, nor within twenty-four hours af-
ter the fame are clofed, fo as in any manner to impede the freely
and conveniently carrying on the faid election : provided always,
that every eleftor may, in a peaceable and orderly manner, give
in his vote on the faid day of eleétion.

XXIX. There fhall be no eftablithment of any one religious
fe& in thjs ftate, in preference to another ; and no clergyman.or
preacher of the gofpel, of any denomination, fhall be capableof
holding any civil office in this ftate,” or of being a member of ei-
ther of the branches of the legiflature, while they continuein the
exercife of the paftoral fun&ion.

XXX. No article of the declaration of rights and fundamental
rules of this ftate, agreed to by this convention, nor the firft, fe-
cond, fifth, (except that part thereof, that relates to the right of
fuffrage) twenty-fixth ang twenty-ninth articles of this conftitu-
tion, ought ever to be violated, on any pretence whatever. No o-
ther part of this conftitution fhall be altered, changed or dimi-
nithed, without the confent of five parts in feven of the affembly,
and feven members of the legiflative council, .

Eriday, September 30, 1776.
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ADECLARATION OF RIGHTS, andthe con-
Sitution aud form of government, agreed to by the delegates of
Maryland, in free and full convention affembled. ’

A DECLARATION or RIGHT-S, &c.
THE parliameut of Great Britain, by a declaratory a&,

. having affumed a right to make laws to bind the coloniés in
all cafes whatfuever, and, in purfuance of fuch claim, endea-
voured, by force of anms, to fubjugate the united colonies to an
unconditional fubmiffion to their wiii and power, and having at
length conttiained them to declare themfelves independent fates,
and to affume government under the authority of the people s
Therefore, we, the delegates of Maryland, in free and full cone
wvention affembled, taking into our moft ferious confideration the
beft means of eftablifhing a good conftitution in this fate, for
the fure foundation and more permanent fecurity thereof, declare,

1. That all government, of right, originates from ‘the people,
is founded in compaét only, and inftituted folely for the good of:
the whole.

II. That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole and.
axclufive right of regulating the internal government.and police
thereof.

11I. That the inhabitants. of Maryland are entitled to the
common law of England, and the trial by jury, according to the
courfe of that law, and to the benefit of fuch of the Englith fta-.
tutes, as exifted at the time of their firft emigration, and which, by

. experience, have been found appiicable to their local and other-
. circumftances, and of fuch others.as have been fince made in.
England, or Great Britain, and have been introduced, ufed, and.
pradlifed, by the courts of law or equity; and alfo to all adts of
affembiy, in force on the firft of June feventeen hundred and fe-
venty-four, except fuch as may have fince expired, or have heen,.
" ar may be altered by ats of convention, or this declaration of.
rights—{ubje&t, neverthelefs, to the revifion of, and amend«
ment or repeal by, the legiflature of this (tate : and the inhabi.
‘tants of Maryland are aifo entitled to all property, derived to.
.them from or under the charter, gianted by his majclty Charles
I, to Cazcilius Calvert baron of Baltimore. '

1V. That all perfons invefted with the legiflative or executive
_powers.ot government, are the truflees of the public, and, as
fuch, accountable for their condué; wherefore, whenever the
ends of government are perverted, and public liberty manifefily.
endangered, and all other means of redre(s arc_ineffeCtual, th:
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people may, and of right ought, to reform the old of eftablith a .
new government. The doftrine of non-refiftance, againft arbi-
trary power and opprefion, is abfurd, flavifh, and defrutive of
the good and happine(s of markind.

V. That the right, in the people, to participate in the legifla-
ture, is the beft fecurity of liberty, and the fuundation of all free
government;; for this purpofe, eleétions ought to be free and fre-
quent, and every man, having property in, a common. intereft
with, an attachment to the commumxy, ought to have a right of
fuffrage.

VI. That the leg»ﬂauve, xecnuve, -and Judicial powers ‘of
government, ought to be forever feparate and diftin&t from each
other.

VII. That no power of fnfpendmg lam, o the execation of
laws, unlefs by, or derived from the legiflature, ought to be ex-
ercifed or allowed. ,

VIII. That freedom of fpeech and debates, or proceedings in
the legiflature, ought not to be unpeached in any other court or
judicature.

IX. That a place, for the meetmg of the legiflature, ought t
be fixed, the moft convenient to the members thereof, and to the
depofitory of puablic records ; and the legiflature ought not to
be convened or held at any other place, but from evident ne-
ceflity.

X. That, for redrefs of grievances, and for amending, ftrength-
ering, and preferving the laws, the legiflature ought to be fre
quently convened.

XI. That every man hath a right to petition the legiflature,
for the redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly man-
ner.,

XII. That no aid, charge, tax, fee, or fees, ought to be fet,
rated, or levied, under any prmnce, without confent of the le-
giflature.

XIII. That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and op-
preflive, and ought to be abolifhed ; that paupers ought not to be
affefled for the fupport of goverament; but every other perfon
in the ftate ought to contribute his proportion of public tixes,
for the fupport of government, according to his aétual worth,
in real or perfonal property, within the ftate ; yet fines, duties,
or taxes, may properly and juftly be impoled or laid, with a poli=
tical view, for the good government and benefit of the commu-
nity.

XIV. That (anguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as is
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confiftent with the fafety of the ftate : and no law, to inflit cruel
and unufual pains and penalties, ought to be made in any cafe,
or at any time hereafter.

XV. That retrofpetive laws, pumﬂung falts committed be-
fore the exiftence of fuch laws, and by them only declared cri-
mihal, areoppreflive, unjuft, and incompatible with liberty ; wheres
fore no ex poff fao law ought to be made.

XVI. That nolaw,.to attaint particular perfons of treafon or
felony, ought to.be made in any cafe, or any time hereafter.

. XVII. That every freeman, for any injury done him in his
perfon or property, ought to have remedy, by the courfe of the
law of the land, and ought to have juftice and right, freely with.
out fale, fully without any denial, and fpeedily without delay,
sccording to the law of the land.

XVIIL. That the trial of falts, where they arife, is one of
the greateft fecunues of the lives, liberties, and eftates of the

cople.

- XIX. That, in all criminal profecutions, every man hath a
right to be informed of the accufation againft him; to have a
€opy of the indictment or charge in due. time (if required) to
prepare for his defence ; to be allowed counfel ; to be confronted
with the witnefles againft him ; ‘to have procefs for his witneffes ;
to examine the witnefies, for and againft him, on oath; and to a
fpeedy trial by an impartial jury, without whoft unanimous con-
fent, he ought not to be found guilty.

XX. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence
againft himfelf, in a common court of law, or in any other
court, but in fuch cafes, as have been ufually pradtifed in this.
flate, or may hereafter be direted by the legiflature.

XXI. That no freeman ought to be taken, or imprifoned, or
diffeifed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or-
exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his life, Ii-
berty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the-
law of the land.

XXI. That exceffive bail ought not to be required, nor ex-
ceflive fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual punithments infliéted,,
by the courts of law.

XXIII. That all warrants, without oath or affirmation, to
fearch fufpeéted places, or to feize any perfon or. property, are
grievous and oppreffive ; and all general warrants—to fearch fuf-
pedted places, or to apprehend fufpected perfons, without naming .
or defcribing the place, or the perfon in fpecial—are illegal, and,
ought not to be granted,
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XXIV. That there ought to be no farfeiture of any part of
the eftate of any perfon, for any crime except murder, or treafon
againft the flate, and then only on convi&ion and attainder,

XXV. That a well-regulated militia is the proper and natural
defence of a fiee government.

XXVI. That ftanding armies are dangerous to liberty, and
ought not to be raifed or kept up, without confent of the legifla~:
ture.

XXVII. That in all cafes, and at all times, the military ought
to be under friét fubordination to, and controul of the civil power.

XXVIII. That no foldier ought to be quartered in any houfe,
in time of peace, without the confentof the owner; and in time
of war, in fuch manner only, as the legiflature fhall direét,

XXIX. That no perfon, except regular foldiers, mariners, and
marines in the fervice of this ftate, or militia when in a&ual fer.
vice, ought in any cafe to be fubject to, or punithable by mar-
tial law.

XXX. That the independency and uprightnefs of judges are
effential to the impartial adminiftration or juftice, and a great
fecurity to the rights and liberties of the people; wherefore the
chancellor and judges ought to ‘hold commiffions during good
behaviour ; and the faid chancellor and judges fhall be removed
for mifbehaviour, on conviion in a courtof law, and may be
removed by.the gevernor, -upon the addrefs of the general affem.
bly ; provided that two-thirds of all-the members of each houfe
concur in fuch addre(s. That (alaries, liberal, but not profufe,
ought to be fecured to the chancellar and the judges, during the
continuance of their commiffions, m fuch manner, and at fuch
times, as the legiflature fhall hereafter direét, upon confideration
of the circumftances of this ftate. No chancellor or judge ought
to hold any other office, civil cr military, or receive fecs or pera
quifites of anykind, '

XXXI. That a long continuance, in the firft executive de-
partments of power or truft, is dangerous to liberty, a rotation,
therefore, in thofe departments, is one of the beft fecurities of per-
manent freedom.

XXXI1I. That no perfon ought to hold, at the fame time,
more than one cffice of profit, nor ought any perfon, in public
truft, to receive any prefent from any foreign prince or flate, or
from the united ftates, or any-of them, without the approbation of
this ftate, : -

XXXHI. That, as itis the duty of every man, to worfhip
God in fuch manner, as he thinks moft acceptable to him, all
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perfons, profefling the chriftian religion, ‘are equally entitled to
prote&ion in their religious liberty ; wherefore no perfon ought

- by any law, to be molefted in his perfun or eftate, on account of
his religious perfuafion or profeflion, or for his religious prac-
tice ; unlefs, under colour of religion, any man fhall difturb the
good order, peace, or fafety of the ftate, or fhall infringe the
lawsof morality, or injure others, in their natural, civil, or re.
ligious rights; nor ought any perfon to be compelled t. frequent
or maintain, ®r contribute, unlefs an contra&, to maintain ary
particular place of worfhip, or any particular miniftry; yet the
legiflature may, in their difcretion, lay a general and equal
tax, for the fupport of the chriftian religion ; leaving to each in-
dividual the power of appoiuting the payment over of the
money, colle&ted from him, to the fupport of any particular
place of worfhip or minifter, or for the benefit of the poor
of his own denominztion, or the poor in general of any particu-
lar eounty : but the churches, chapels, glebes, and alt other pro-
perty, now belonging to the church of Eugland, ought to re-
main to the church of England for ever. And; all aéts of af<
fembly, lately paffed, for collefting monies for building or re-
pairing particular churches or chapels of eafe, thall continue in
force, and be executed, unlefs the legiflature fhall, by a&, fu-
perfede or repeal the fame : but ne county court fhall afle(s any
quantity of tobacco, or fum of money, hereafter, on the applica-
tionof any veltry-men or church-wardens; and every encum-
bent of the church of England, who hath remzined in his pa-
rith, and performed his duty, fhall be entitled to receive the
provifion and fupport eftablifhed by the aél, entitled ¢ An
ad&, for the fupport of the clergy of the church of England, in
this province,” till the November court of this prefent year, to
be held for the county in which his parith thall lie, or partly lie,
or for fuch time as he hath remained in his parith, and perform-
ed his duty. .

XXXIV. That every gift, fale, or devife of lands, to any minif-
ter, public teacher, or preacher of the gofpel, as fuch, or toany
religicus (e&, order, or denominaticn, or te, jor for the fup-
port, uic, or benefit of, or in truft for, any minifter, public
teacher, or preacher of the gofpel, as fuch, or any religious fe&,
order, or denomination—and every gift or fale of goods, or
chattels, to go in fucceffion, or to take place after the death of
the feller or donor, or to, or for fuch fupport, ufe, or benefit—
and alio every devife of goods or - chattels to, or for the fupport,
ufe, or benehit of any minifter, public teacher, or preacher of

L}
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thie gol'pel, as fuch, or any religious fe&, arder, or denomina-
tion; without the leave of the legiflature, fhall be void ; except
always any fale, gift, leafe, or devife of any quantity of land,
not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting, or other houfe
of worfhip, and for a burying ground, which thall - be im-
proved, enjoyed, or ufed only for fuch purpofe~or fuch fale, g'ft,
leafe, or devife, fhall be void.

XXXV. That no other teft or qualification ought to be re-

- quired, on admiffion to any office of truft or préfit, than fuch- '

oath of fupport and fidelity to this ftate, and fuch oath of of-
fice, as fhall be directed by this convention, or the legifla-
ture of this ftate, and a declaration of .a belicf in the chr 1lhan re-
ligion,

gXXXV«I . That the manner of adm:m(lermg an oath to zhy per-
fon, ought to be fuch, as thofe of the religious perfuafion, pro-
feffion, or denomination, of which fuch perfon is one, gene-
rally efteem the moft effeGtual confirmation, by the atteftation of
the Divine Being, And that the people called Qxakers, thofe
called Dunkers, and thofe called Menonifts, holding it unlawful
to take an oath on any occafion, ought to be allowed to make their

folemn affirmation, in the manner that Quakers have been here-:

tofore allowed to affirm ; and to be of the fame avail as an oath,

in all fuch cafes, as the affirmation of Quakers hath been al-.

lowed and accepted within this ftate, inftead of an oath, And
further, on fuch affirmation, warrants to fearch for ftolen goods,
‘or for the apprehenfion or commitment of offenders, ought to be
granted, or fecurity for the peace awarde), and Quakers, Dun-
kers, or Menonifts, ought alfo, on their folemn affirmation, as
aforefaid, to be admitted as witnefles, in all criminal cafes not
capital,

XXXVIL. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its
rights, privileges, and benefits, agnkable to its charter, Znd the
alts of aflembly confirming and regulating the fame, fubje&t ne
verthelefs to fuch alterations, as may be made by this convention,

_or any future legiflature.

XXXVIII. That the liberty of the prefs ought to be inviolably
preferved. )

XXXIX. That monopolies -are odious, contrary to the fpirit
of afree government, and the principles of commerce ; and ought
ot to be fuffered.

XL. That no title of nobility, or heredltary honours, ought te
be granted in this ftate.

XLL That the fubfifting refolves of this, and the feveral cogs

K
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ventions, held for this colony, aught to be in force, 2s laws, un-
lefe altered by this conveation, or the legifiature of this ftate,

. XLII. That this declaration of rights, or the form of ge.:
vernment, to be eftablithed by this convantion, orany part of ei-:
ther of them, ought not ¢o be altered, changed, or abelithed, by
the legiflature of this flate, butin fuch manner, as this conven-
tion fhall prefcribe and dire&. -

This declaration of rights was aflented to, and paffed, in con-
ventionof the delegates of. the freemen of Maryland, begun and
held at Anaapolis, the 14th day of Auguft, A. D. 1776.

By order of the convention,
MAT. TILGHMAN, fngﬁdu:.

The CONSTITUTION or FORM of GOV ER N.
MENT, @c. .

L HAT the legiflature confitof two diftin& branches, a
fenate and houfe of delegates, which fhall be ftyled, 7%e
geneval affernbly of Maryland.

II. That the houfe of delegates thall be chofen in the following
manner: All freemen, above twenty-one years of age, having a
freshold of “fifty acres of land, in thé county, in which they offer
to vote, and refiding therein—~and all freemen, having property
in this flate, above the value of thirty pounds current money, and
baving refided in the county, in which they offer to vote, one
whole year next preceding the eleion—fhall have a right of
fuffrage, in the ele®ion of delegates for fuch county : and all
freemen, fo qualified, fhall, on the firt Monday of O&ober, fe-
venteen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the fame day in
overy year thereafter, affomble in the counties, in which they
are refpe®tively qualified to vote, at thecourt-houfe, in the faid
counties 3 or at fuch other place, as the legiflature fhall diref ;
and, when affembled, they fhall proceed to ele&, wiva woce,
four delegates, for their refpe@ive counties, of the moft wife,
fenfible, and difcreet of the people, refidents in the county,
where they are to be chofen, one whole year next precedmg the
eledlion, above twenty-one years of age, and having, in the ftate,
real or perfonal property, above the value of five hundred pounds
current money ; and upon upon the final cafting of “the polls, the
four perfons, who fhall appear to have the greateft riumber of
legal votes fhall be declared and returned duly -eleéted for their

&ive counties.

I11. That the theriff of each county, or; in cafe of ficknefs, his

deputy (fummeoning two juftices of ‘the county, whoare required
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to attend, for the prefervation of the peace)-fhall be the judges of
the ele&ion, and may adjourn from. day to day, if neceffary, till
the fame be finithed, fo that the whole election fhall be con-
¢luded in four daysy and fhall make his retyrn thereof, under
his hand, to the chancellor of this ftate for the time being.

IV. Thatall perfoss, qualified, by the charter of the city of
‘Anoapolis,. to vote for burgefles, thall, on the fame firft Mon-
day of O&tober, feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the
fame day in every year for ever thereafter, cledt, wive woce, by
a majority of votes, two delogates, qualified agreeable to the faid -
charter j that the mayor, recorder,and aldermenof the faid city,
or any three of them, be judges of the ele®ion, appoint the
placein the faid city for holding the fame, and may adjourn from
day to day, as aforefaid, and thall make return thereof as afore-
faid: but the inhabitants of the faid city fhall not be entitled to
wote for delegates for Anne.Arundel county, unlefs they have
afrechold of fifty acres of land in the county diftin& from the
city.

V. That all perfons, inhabitants of Baltimore town, and hav.
iag the fame qualifications, as cleftors in the county, fhall, on
the fame firft Monday in Otaber, feventeen hundred and feven-
ty-feven, and on the fame day in every year for ever thereafier,
at fuch place in the faid town, as the. judges thall appoint, eleét,
Viva ‘voce, by a majority of votes, two delegates, qualified as
aforefaid ; but if the f2id inhabitants of the town fhall fo decreafe,
as that a number of perfons, having a right of fuffrage therein,
fhall have been, far the fpuce of feven years fucceflively, lefs than
oae half the number of voters in {ome one county in this fate,
fuch towa fhall thenceforward ceafe to-fend two delegates or re-
prefentatives to the houfo of delegates, until the faid town fhall
have ons half of the pumber-of voters in fome one county in this

VI. That the commiffioners of the faid town, or any three or
more of them, for the time being, thal be judges of the faid elec-
tion, and may adjourn, as aforefaid, and fhall make return there-
of, as aforefaid : but the inhabitants of the faid town fhall not
be entitled: to vote for, or be eleited, delegates for Baltimore
county s neither fthall the .inhabitants of Baitimore county, out
of the limits of Baltimore town, be entitled to vote for, or be
elected, delegates for the faid town, -

VII. That on refufal, death, dsrqu:hﬁcat»on, refignation, or
removal out of this ftate, of any delegate, or on his becoming
governor, or member of the council, a warrant of eletion. fhall
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iffue by the fpeaker, for the eletion of anotherin his place; of
which ten days notice, at leaft (excluding the day of notice, and
the day of cleftion) fhall be given,

VIII. That netlefs than a majority of the delegates, - with
their fpeaker (to be chofen by them, by ballot) conftitute a houfe,
for the tranfaition of any bufine(s, other than that of adjourning.

1X. That the houle of delegates fhall judge of the ele&tions
and qualifications of delegates.

X. That the houfe of delegates may originate all money bills,

-propofe bills to the fenate, or receive thofe offered by that body;
and affent, diffent, or propofe amendmerits ; that they may en-
quire, on the oath of witneffes, into all complaints, grievances,
and offences, as the grand inqueft of this tate; and may com-
mit any perfon, for any crime, to the public jail, there to remain
till he be difcharged by due courfe of law. They may expel any
member, for a great mifdemeanor, but not a fecond time for the
fame caufe. They may examine and pafs all accounts of the ftate,
relating either to the colleétion or expenditure of the revenue, or
appoint auditors, to ftate and adjuft the fame. They may call for all
public or official papers and records, and fend for perfons, whom
they may judge neceffary in the courfe of their enquiries, con-
cerning affairs relating to the public intereft ; and may direét all
office bonds (which fhall be made payable to the ftate) to be fugd
for any breach of duty,

XI. That the fenate may be at full and perfeét liberty to ex-
eicife their judgment in pafling laws—and that they may not be
compelled by the houfe of delegates, either to rejeét a money bill,
which the emergency of affairs may require, or to affent to fome
other a& of legiflation, in their confcience and judgment, injuri-
ous to the public welfare—the houfe of delegates fhall not, on

- any occafion, or under any pretence, annex to, or blend with a
money bill, any matter, claufe, or thing, not immediately relating
to, and neceffary for the impofing, aflefling, levying, or apply-
ing the taxes or fupplies, to be raifed for the {upport of govern-
ment, or the current expenfes of the ftate: and to prevent alter-
cation about {uch bills, it is declared, that no bill, impofing du-
ties or cuftoms for the mere regulation of commerce, or inflifting
fines for the reformation of morals, or to enforce the execution
of the laws, by which an incidental revenue may arife, fhall be ac-
counted a money bill s but every bill, aflefling, levying or apply-
ing taxes or fupplies, for the fupport of government, or the cur-
rent expenfes of the ftate, or appropriating money in the treafury,
hall be deemed a money bill, PrPI_ . Y ury
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XTI. That the houfe of delegates may punifh, by imprifon.
ment, any perfon, who fhall be guilty of a contempt in their
view, by any difordetly or riotous behaviour, or by threats to,,
or abufe of their members, or by any obftruftion to their pro-
ceedings. They may alfo punifh, by imprifonment, any perfon,.
who fhall be guilty of a breach of privilege, by arrefting on civil
procefs, or by affaulting any of their members, ‘during their fit-
ting, or on their way to, or return from the houfe of delegates,
or by any affault of, or obfru&ion to their officers, in the execu-
tion of any order or procefs, or by affaulting or obftru&ing any
witnef$, or any other perfon, attending on, or on their way to,.
or from the houfe, or by refcuing any perfon committed by il
boufe : ‘and the fenate may exercife the fame:power, in finiilar
cafes..

X1II. That the treafurers (one for the weiftern, and another fon
the eaftern fhore) and the commiffioners of the loan offiee, may.

“be appointed by the houfe of delegates, during their pleafure ;
and in cafe of refuful, death, refignations,. difqualification, or re-
‘moval out of the ftate, of any of the faid commiffioners or trea-
farers, in:the recefs of the general, aﬂ'ambly, the governor, with
the advice of the council, may appoint and commiffion.a fit and.
proper perfon to. fuch vacant office, to hold the {ame, until the

: meeung of the next general affembly..

XIV, That the fenate be chofen in the following manner : All
perfons, qualified, as aforefaid, to vote for county delegates, thall,.
oa the firft day of September, 1781, and on the fame day in. -
uery fifth: year for ever thereafter, ele®, wsius <wee; by a ma-
jority of votes, two perfons for their refpe&ive counties (qua-
lified, as aforefaid, to be elefted county delegatet)-to be clectors
of the fenate:. and the theriff of each county, or,.in café of fick-
nefs, his deputy ((ummoning two juftices of the county, who are
‘required to attend, for the prefervation of the peace,): fhall hold:
and be judge of the faid cle@tion, and. make return thereof, as.
aforefaid. And all.perfoni, qualified as aforefaid, to vote for de-
“legates. for the city of Annapolis and Baltimore town, fhall, on.
the fame firk Monday of September 1781, and' on the fame day-
“in every fifth. year forever thereafter, ele&, wva voce, by a ma-
jority of votes, one perfon for the faid city and town refpe&tively,,
qualified, as aforefaid, to be clelted a delegate for the faid city
and town refpetively ; the faid eleftion to be beld in the fame:

_ maoner, as the eletion of delegates for the faid city and townj;
the right to cle& the faid eledtor, vmh refpett to. Bahmorc_
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town, to continue as long, as the right to- ele@t delegates for the

‘faid town,

. XV. That the faid eleftors of the fenate meet at the city of
Annapolis, or fuch other place, as fhall be appointed for conven-
ing the legiflature, on the third Monday in September 1781, and
en the fame day in every fifth year forever thereafter, and they,,
or any twenty-four of them fo met, fhall proceed to ele&, by bal--
lot, either out of their own body, or the people at large, fifteen
fenators (nine of whom to be refidents on the weftern, and fix to-
be refidents on the caftern fhore) megof the moft wildom, ex.

perience and virtue, above twenty-five years of age, refidents of"

-the ftate above three whole years next preceding the eletion,,

and having real and perfonal property,. above the value of one:
"thoufand pounds current money.

XVI. That the fenators fhall be ballotted for, at one-and the
fame time, and out of the gentlemen refidents of the weftern.
hare, who fhall be propofed. as fenators, the nine, who fhall, on-
friking the ballots, appear to have the greatelt numbers in their
favour, fhall be accordingly declared and returned duly eleiteds:
and out of the gentlemen refidents of the eaftern fhore, who fhall
®e propofed as fenators, the fix, who fhall, on firiking the ballots,,
appear to have the greateft number in their favour, fhall be ac-
cordingly declared and returned duly elefted : and if two or mare.
on the fame fhore, fhall bave an equal number of ‘ballots.in their
favour, by which the choice fhall not be determined on the firft
ballot, then the.clectors fhall again ballot, before they feparate;
in which they fhall be confined to the perfons who on the firft.
ballot fhall have had an equal number :_and they, who fhall have
the greateft number in their favour, on the fecond ballot, fhall be
accordingly. declared and retusped duly elefted :. and iif the whole-
number fhould not thus.be made up, becaufe of. an equal num-.

ber, on the fecond ballot, ftill being in favour. of two or mare-
perfons, then the ele&tion.fhall.be determined by lot, betwaen:

‘thofe, who have equal numbers ; which proceedings of the elec-
tors fhall becertifisd under their hands, and returned to. the chan-.
cellor for the time being.

XVII. That the eleGtors.of fenators fhall judge of the qualis
fications and elections of members.of their body ; and,.ona con-.
tefted eleCtion, fhall admit to a Rat, as an.ele&or, fuch qualified.

perfon, as fhall appeac to them to have the greateﬁ number of Je-

- ;gal.votes in his favour,
* " XVIII, That the eleors, immediately on their meeting, and-
hfore they proceed to the elekign of fenators, take fuch oath of,
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fapport and fidelity tothis flate, as this convention, or the lew
‘giflature, fhall direct; and alfo an oath,  toeleét without fae
vour, affetion, partiality, or prejudice, fuch perfons for fenators,
as they, in their judgment and- con(ciencey believe beft.quahﬁedfor
the office.”™

XIX. That in-eafe of refufal; death; refignation,. dquualnﬁcb
tion, or removal out of this flate, of any fenator, oron his be~
eoming governer, or a member of the council, the fenate fhalil,
immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter eledl,
by ballot (in the. fame nery as the eleftors are abave direéted
to choofe fenators)- anothie;gerfon in his place, farthe refidue
af the faid-term of five years.

XX, That not lefs.than a majority of- the fenate, with their
prefident (to be chofen by. them, by ballot).fhall conftitute a.
houfe, for the tranfalting any buﬁnefs, other than that of ad-
journing.

XX1, That the fenate -fhall judge of. the elettions and qualnﬁca-
sions of fenators..

XX Fhat the fenate may origibate any other, except money
bills, to which their affent or diffent only fhall be given ; and may"
receive any other bills from .the houfe. of.delegates, and affent dif- .
fent, or propofe amendments.
© "XXIII. That the. general affembly. meet-annually, on-the. ﬁrﬁ
Monday of November, and,if neceﬂ'ary, oftener.

" XXIV: That eachhoufe thall appoint its own officers, and fettle -
-te own rules of proceeding.. - -

XXV: That a perfon of wifdom,.experience, and virtue, thall :
bechofen governer, on the fecond Monday of  November, feven<
teen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the fecond Monday in
every year for ever thereafter, by the joint ballot.of both houfes
(%o be taken in- each houfe refpe&tively) depofited in a cenference.
room ;. the- boxes.to be. examined by a.joint committee of both
houfes, and. the numbers feverally reported, that the appoint- -
ment may be entered ;- which mode of taking the joint ballot of
both houles, fkall be adopted in all cafes. But if two or more
fhall have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by which.”
the choice thall not be determined on the firft ballot, then a fecond
ballot (hall be taken, which. fhall be confined to the perfons,
who, on the firt: ballot, fhall have had- an equal number ; and,
if. the ballots fhoukl again' be equal between two or more per-
fons, then.the elettion of the governor fhall be.determined by
Ipt, between _thofe, who have equal numbers:.and if the perfon
chofen governor fhall die, refign, remove out of the ftate, or
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" pefufe to a&, (fitting the general aflembly) the fenate. and howly
of delegates fhall, immediately thereupon, proceed to a new
choice, in manner aforefaid. ,

XXVI. That the fenators and delegates, on the fecond Tuef-
day of November, 1777, and annually on the fecond Tucfday of
November forever thereafter, ele®& by joint ballot (in the fame
manner, as fenators are direShed ta be chofen) five of the maf
Senfible, difcreet, and experienced men, sbove twenty-five years
of age, refidents in the ftate above three years mext preceding the
eleQion, and having therein a frechg)d of lands and tenements,
above the value of one thuufand pounds current money, tokhe
the council to the governor, whofe proceedings fhall be alwaye
entered on record, to any part whereof any member may enter
.his diffent, and their advice, if fo required by the governor, os
any member of the council; fhall be given in writing, and figned
by the members giving the fame refpeively : which preceediags
of the council fhall be laid before the fenate, or houfe of dele-
gates, whencalled for by them, or cither of them. The coun.
cil may appoint their own ¢lerk, who fhall take fuch oath of
fupport and fidelity to this fiate, as this convention, or the legil-
lature, fhall dire&; and of fecreey, in fuch matters, as he fhall
be dire&ted by the board to keep fecrat,

XXVII. That thedelegutes to congrefs, from this ftate, thall
be chofen annmally, or fuperfeded in the mean time, by the joint
ballotof both houfesof aflembly ;; and thas there be a rotation, in
fuch manner, that at leaft two of the number be annually chan-
ged ; and no perfon fhall be capable of being a delegate to con-
grefs for more than three in any term of fix years ; and o
perfon, who holds any office of profit in the gift of congrefs,.
thall be eligfble to fit in congrefs; but if appeinted to any fuch.

- office, his feat fhall be thereby vacased.. That no perfop,. unlefs

-above twenty-one years of age, and a refident in. the ftate more

-than five years next preceding the cleftion, and having real and
perfonal eftate in this flate, above the value of one thoufand pounds.
surrent money, fhall be eligible to fit in congrefs..

-XXVUI. That the fenators and delegates, immediately on:
sheir annual meeting, and before they proceed to any bufinefs, and.
every perfon, hereafter clefted a fenator or delegate before he

- a8ts as fuch—fhall take an oatk of fupport.and fidelity to this.
fate, 28 aforefaid ; and before the elettion of a governor, or
members of the council, fhall take an oath, ¢ to eleét withaut-

favour, affedtion, partiality, or prejudice,, fuch .perfon as gos

\
. -
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vernor, or member of the council, as they, in their Judgmem and
eonfcience, believe beft qualified for the office.

XXIX. That the fenate and delegates may adjourn themfelves
-refpetively : but if the two houfes fhould not agree on the fame
time, but adjourn to different days, then fhall the governor ape
point and notify one of thofe days, or fome day between ; and
the affembly fhal] then meet and be held accordingly : and he fhall,
‘if neceffary, by advice of the council, call them before the time,
which they fhall in any manner be adjourned, on giving not lefs
than ten days notice thereof : but the governor fhall not adjourn
the affembly, otherwife than as aforefaid, nor prorogue or dif-
folve it, at any time. :

XXX. Thatno perfon, unlefs above twenty-five years of age,
-a refident in this ftate above five years next preceding the elec~
tion—and having in the Rate real and perfonal property, above
‘the value of five thoufand pounds, current money, (one thoufand
pounds whereof, at leaft, 1o be frechold eftate) fhall be eligible as
governor.

XXXI, That the governor fhall not continue in that office,
" longer than three years fucceflively, nor be eligible as gover-

nor, until the expiration of four years, after he fhall have been
out of that office.

XXXII. That upon the death, refignation, or removal out of
this ftate, of the governor, the firft named of the council, for the
time being, thall a& as governor, and qualify ip the fame man-
ner ; and fhall immediately call a meeting of the general affem-
bly, giving not lefs than fourteen days notice of the meeting, at
which meeting, a governor fhall be appointed, in manner afore~
€aid, for the refidue of the year.

XXXIII. That the governor, by and with the advice and'con=
fent of the council, may embody the militia; and, when em-
bod;ed, fhall alone have the dire&ion thereof ; and fhall alfo have

diretion of all the regular land and {ea forces, under the
ws of this ftate, (but he fhall not command in perfon, unlefs
advifed thereto by the council, and then, only fo long, as they
thall approve thereof) ; and may alone exercife all other the exe-
cutive powers of government, wheie the concurrence of the coun-
cil is not required, according to the laws of this ftate, and grant
reprieves or pardons, for any crime, except in fuch cafes where
the law fhall otherwifedire&t + and may, during the recefs of the
.general affembly, lay embargoes, to prevent the departure of any
fhipping, or the exportation of any commodities, for any time
-mot exceeding thirty days-in any one, year—fummoning the ge-
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,seral aflembly to meet within. the: time of the continuance of fuch
embargo: and may alfo order and compel any veflel to rida
quarantine, if fuch veflel, or the port from which the may have
come, fhall, on firong grounds, be fulpe&ed to- be infe&ted with
the plague : but the governor fhall not, under any pretence, ex~
ercife any power or prerogative, by virtue of any law, Ratute, oz
cufiom, of England or Great Britain,

XXXIV. That the members of the council, or any three oz
more of them, when convened, fhall conftitute a board, for the
tranfacting of bufinefs ; that the governor, for the time being,
fhall prefide in the council, and be entitled to a vete, ou all quefs
tions, in which the council fhall bedivided in opinien : and, iu the
abfence of the governor, the firk named of the council fhall pre-
fide; and, as fuch, fhall alfo votz, in all cafes, where the other
mcmber: difagree in their opinion. )

XXXV, That, in cale of refufal, death, refignation, dlfqulhﬁ-
catian, or removal out of the ftate, of any perfon chofen a mem-
ber of the council, the members thereof, immediately thereupu,
or at their next meeting thereafter, fhall eleét by ballot, anothes
perfon (qualified as aforefaid) in his place, for the refidue of
the year.

XXXVI. That the council fhall have power to make tbcgrd
feal of this Rate, which fhall be kept by the chancellor for the
time being, and affixed to all laws, commiffions, gramts, and
other public teftimonials, as has been heretofore pradtifed in this
ftate,

XXXVII. Thst no fenator, delegate of affembly, or member of
the council, if he fhall qualify as fuch, fhall hold or execute any
office of profit, or receive the profits of any office exercifed by any
ather pevfon, during the time, for which he fhall be eleéted;
nor fhall any governor he capable of helding any other office
of profit in this ftate, while he a&s as fuch. And no perfon,
holding a place of profit or receiving any part of the profits
thereof, or receiving the profits or any part of the profits arifing
on any agency, for the fupply of cloathing or provifions for the
army or navy, or.holding any office under the united ftates, or
anyof them= or a minifter, or preacher of the gofpel, of any
denomination—or any perfon, employed in the regular land fer,
vice, ot marine,cf this or the united Rates—fhall have a feat in
the general affembly, or the council of this ftate.

XXXVIII. Thatevery governor, fenator, delegate to congrefl,
or affembly, and member of the council, before he a&s as fuch,
fhall take an oath, ¢ that he will not receive, diceltly or indireit~
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ly, at any time, any part of the profits of .any office, held by any
other perfon, dwing his alting in his office of governor, fenator,
delegate to -congrefs, or affembly, or. member of the council,
or 'the profits, orany part of the ‘profits, arifing on-any_agency,
for the fupply of clothing or provifions for the army or navy.*

XXXIX. That if any fenator, delegate to congrefs or af-
fembly, or member of the council, fhall hold or execute any
office of profit, or receive dire&tly or indireétly, at any time, the
profits or any partof the profits, of any office exercifed by any
other perfon, during his a&ing as fenator, delegate to congrefs
or affenrbly, or member of the council—his feat (on conviétion,
in a court of Jaw, by the oath of two credible witneffes) fhall be
void ; andhe fhail fiiffer the punithment of wilful and corrupt
perjury, or be banithed ‘this flate forever, or difqualified forever
from holding any office or place of truft or profit, as the court
may judge.

XL. That the chancellor, all judges, the attorney-general,
clerks of the general court, the clerks of the county courts, the
regifters of the land office, and the regifters of wills, fhall hold
there commiffiops during good behaviour, removable only for
mifbehaviour, on ‘convi&ion in a court of law.

XLI. Thatthere be a regifter of ‘wills appointed for each coun.
ty, who fhall be comuiiffioned by the governor, on the joint re«
cammendation of the fenate and houle of delegates; and that,
upon the death, refignation, difqualification, or removal out of
the county, of any regifter of wills, in the recefs of the general .
affembly, the governor, with the advice of the council, may ap-
point and commiffion, a fitand proper perfon to fuch vacant of«
fice, to hold the fame, until the meeting of the general affembly.

XLH. That fheriffs fhall be elefted in each county, by ballot,
every third year;that is to fay, two perfons for the office of
fheriff for each.county, the one of whom having the majority of
wvotes, orif both have an equal number, either of them, at the dif-
cretion of the governor, to be commiflioned by the governar for
the faid office; and having ferved for three years, fuch perfon fhall
be ineligible for the four years next fucceeding 3 bond with fecu-
rity to betaken every year, asufual ; and no fheriff fhall be qua.
lified to a&, before the fame is given. In cafe of death, refufal,
refignation, difqualification, or removal out of the county, before
the expiration of the three years, the other perfon, chofen as a-

forefaid, fhall be commiffioned by the governor, to execute the
faid office, for the refidue of the faid three years, the faid perfon
giving bond and fecurity as aforefaid s and in cafe of his death,
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refufal, refignation, difqualification, or removal out of the county,
before the expiration of the faid three years, the governor,
with the advice of the council, may nominate and commif-
Bon a2 fit and proper perfon, to execute the faid office for
the refidue of the faid three years, the faid perfon giving bond
and fecurity as aforefaid. The eleftion fhall be held, at the
fame time and place, appointed for the cletion of delegates;
and the juftices, there fummoned to attend, for the prefer-
vation of the peace, fhall be judges thereof, and of the qualifi-
cation of candidates, who fhall appoint a clerk to take the bai-
lots. All freemen, above the age of twenty-one years, having a
frechold of fifty acres of land, in tie county, in which they of-
fer to ballot, and refiding therein—and all freemen, above the
age of twenty-one years, and having property in the ftate, above
the value of thirty pounds current money, and having refided
in the county, in which they offer to ballot, one whole year next
preceding the cie@ion—fhall have a rightof fuffrage. No per-
fon to be eligible to the office of fheriff for a county, butan in-
habitant of the faid county, above the age of ‘twenty-one years,
and having real and perfonal property in the fate, above the
value of one.thoufand pounds current money. The juftices afore-
faid fhall examine the ballots ; and the two candidates properly
qualified, having in each county the majority of legal ballots fhall
be declared duly eleéted for the office of fheriff for fuch county,
and returned to the governor and council, with a certificate of the
aumber of ballots for each of them.

XLIII. That every perfon, who fhall offer to vote for delegates,
or for the eleftion of the fenate, or for the fheriff, fhall (if re-
quired by any three perfons qualified to vote) before he be admit-
ted to poll, take fuch oath or affirmation of fupport and fidelity to
this Rate, as this convention, or the legiflature, fhall dire&t. .

XLIV. That « juftice of the peace may be eligible as a fena- -
tor, delegate, or member of the council, and may continue to ad,
as a juftice of the peace. .

XLV. That no ficld officer of the'militia be eligible as a fenator, |
delegate, or member of the council.

XLVI. That all civil cfficers, hereafter to be appointed for
the feveral counties of this ftate, fhall have been refidents of the
county, refpedlively, for which they fhall be appointed, fix months
next before their appointment ; and fhall continue refidents of
their county, refpe&ively, during their continuance in office.

XLVIIL. That the judges of the general court, and juftices of
the county corts, may appoint the clerks of their refpedtise

_ ol
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ourtsy and in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, difqualification,
r removal out of the ftate, or from their refpeitive fhores, of
he clerks of the general court or either of them, in the vacation
f the (aid court—and in cafe of the refufal, death, refignation,
ifqualification, or removal out of the county, of any of the
aid county clerks, in the vacation of the county court, of which
ie is clerk—the governor, with the advice of the council, may
ppoint and commiffion a fit and proper perfon to fuch vacant of-
ice refpe&tively, to hold the fame until the meeting of the next
reneral court, or county court, as the tafe may be. )

XLVIII. That the governor, for the time being, with the ad=
ice and confent of the council, may appoint the chancellor, and
1 judges and juftices, the attorney-general, naval officers, officers
n the regular land and fea fervice, officers of the militia, regif-
ers of the land office, furveyors, and all other civil officers of go-
rernment (affeflors, conftables and overfeers of the roads, only,
xcept€d) and may alfo fufpend or remove any civil officer, who
1as not a commiffion, during good behaviour ; and may fufpend
iny militia officer, for one month : and may aifo {ufpend or re-
nove any regular officer in the land or fea fervice: and the go~
rernor may remove or fufpend any militia officer, in purfuance
f the judgment of a court-martial,

XLI1X. That all civil officers of the appointment of the go=
rernor and council, who do not hold commiffions during good
sehaviour, fhall be appointed annually in the third week of No-
rember. But if any of them fhall be re-appointed, they may con=
inue to a&, without any new commiffion or qualification ; and:
wery officer, though not re-appointed, fhall continue to - aét,
intil the perfon, who fhall be appointed and commiffioned in his
tead, fhall be qualified. : )

L. That the governor, every member of the council, and evea:
'y judge and juftice, before they att as fuch, fhall refpe&ively
:ake an oath, ¢ That he will not, through favour, affettion, or
»artiality, vote for any perfon to office; and that he will vote
‘or fuch perfon, as, in his judgment and confcience, he believes
noft fit, and beft qualified for the office; and that he has not
nade, nor will make, any promife or engagement, to give his
vote or intereft in favour of any perfon.*

LI. That there be two regifters of the land office, one upon
‘he weftern, and one upon the eaftern fhore : that thort extraéts
of the grants and certificates of the land, on the weftern and eal-
:ern fhores, refpelively, be made in feparate books, at the puba
lic expenfe, and depofited in the offices of the faid regifters, in

- L



‘110 CONSTITUTION

:fuch manner, as thall hereafter be provided by the general affem-
bly.

LII. Thatevery chancellor, judge, regifter of wills, commi(i-

-oner of the loan office, attorney-general, fheriff, treafurer, naval
officer, regifter-of the land office, regifter of the chancery court,
and every clerk of the common law courts, furveyor, and audi-
“tor, of the public accounts, before he ats as fuch, thall take an
-oath ¢ that.he will not dire@ly or indireitly receive any fee or
reward, for doing his office of

but what is, or fhall be allowed by law; nor will, dire&tly or
.indire&tly, receive the profits or any part of the profits of any office,
held by any other perfon ; and that he does not hold the fame office
.in truft, or for the benefit of any other perfon.™

LIII. That if any governor, chancellor, judge, regifter of
‘wills, attorney.general, regifter of the land office, regifter of
thechancery court, or fany clerk of the common law courts,
treafurer, naval officer, ftheriff, furveyor, or auditor of public
acoounts, fhall receive, dire&tly or indireftly, at any time,
the profits, or any part of the profits of any office, held by any
other perfon, during his a&ting in the office, to which he is ap-
pointed ; his election, appointment, and commiffion (on convic-
tion, in a court of law, by oath of two credible witneffes) fhall
be void ; and he fhall fuffer the punifhment for wilful and cor-
‘Tupt purjury, or be banifhed this ftate forever, or dilqualified for
-ever, from holding any office or place of tiuft or profit, as the
conrt may adjudge.

LIV, That.if any perfon fhall give any bribe, prefent, or re-
ward, or any.promif¢, or any fecurity for the payment or deli-
very of any moncy, or any.other thing, to obtain or procure a
vote, to be governor, fenator, delegate to congrefs or affembly,
member of the council, or judge, or.to be appointed to any of the
faid offices, or to any office of profit or tiuft, now created or
hereafter to be created in this ftate—the perfon giving, and the
perfon receiving the fame (on conviétion in a court of law) fhall
be forever difqualified to hold any office of truft or profit in this
fate.

LV. That every perfon, appointed-to any office of profit or
truft, fhall, before he enters on the execution thereof, take the fol-
lowing oath, to wit, ¢ I, 4. B. do fwear, That I do not hold
myfelf bound in allegiance to the king of Great Britain, and
that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to the ftate of Ma-
rylana; * and fhall alfo fubferibe a-declaration of his belief.in the
chriftian religion.
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_LVI. That there be a court of appeals, compofed of perfens
of integrity and found judgment in the law, whofe judgment fhalt
be final and conclufive, in all cafes of appeul, fromn the general.
court, court of chancery, and court of admiralty : that.one per--
fon of integrity and found judgment in- the law,. be appointed:
chancellor : that three perfons of integrity and - found judgment.
in the law, be appointed judges of the coust now called the pro.-
vincial court ; and that the fame court be hereafter called andi
known by the name of The gensral court 3 which court fhall fic on -
the weftern and eaftern fhores, for tnnfa&mg and determining the -
bufine(s of the refpe&ive thores, at fuch times and places, .as the -
future legiflature of this ftate thall direct.and appomnt..

LVII. That the ftylé of all laws run thus, ¢ Beit enalZed by,
the gemeral affembly of Maryland > ‘That all public commiffions .
and grants run thus, ¢ The flate of Maryldind,” &c. and fhall be-
figned by the governor, and attefted by the chancellor,.with the.
feal of the ftate annexed—except military commiffions, which thall.-
not be attefted by the chancellor, or have the feal of the ftate an.
nexed ;- That-all writs fhall run in the fame ftyle, and be attefted,,
fealed, and figned as ufual : That all indi&tments fhall conclude,,
% Againfl the peace, govermenty and digwity of the flate.”

LVIIL. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going to:
the king or proprietary, fhall go to the ftate—fave only fuch, as the -

affembly may abolith or otherwife provide for.

* LIX. That this form of government, and the declaration of -
rights, and no part thereof, fhall be altered, changed, or abo-
lithed, unlefs a bill fo to alter, change, or, abolith the fame, fhalk
pafs the general affembly, and be publifhed at leaft three months -
before a new eleftion, and thall be confirmed by the general a(-
ferobly, after a new ele@ion of delegates, in the firft feffion af-
ter fuch new cle®ion; provided that nothing in this form of go-

vernment, which relates to the eaftern fhore particulaily, fhall at .
aay time hereafter be altered, unlefs for the alteration and con-
firmation thereof at leaft two-thirds of all the members of each
branch of the general affembly fhall concur.

LX. That every bill, pafled by the general affembly, when en-
groﬂ'ed, fhall be prefented by the fpeaker of the houfe of dele.
gates, in the fenate, to the governor for the time being, who fhall -
fign the fame, and thereto affix the great feal, in the prefence of
the members of both houfes: every law fhall be recorded in
the general court office of the weftern fhore, and in due time
printed, publithed, and certified under the great feal, to the feveral
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sounty courts, in the fame manner, as hath been heretofore ufed
an this Rate. ’ .

Tlis form of, government was affentsd to, and paffed in con-
veution of the delegates of the freemen of Maryland, begun
and held at the city of Annapolis, the fourteenth of Auguft,

_A. D. onc thoufand feven hundred and feventy-fix.
By order of the conventien,
M. TILGHM AN, prefident.

— W T~

YHE CONSTITUTION eor form of gowernment, agreed, to and
refolded upon by the delegates and reprefentatives of the fevee
ral counties and corporations of Virginia, in a general coxven-
tion, held at Williamfburgh, on the 6tb of May, and continued,

* by adjournments, to the sth of Fuly, 1776,

E, the dglegates and reprefentatives of the good people of
Virginia, do declare the futue form of government of

Virginia to bs as followeth ¢
. The legiflative, executive, and judiciary department, fhall
be feparate and .ditin®, fo that ncither exercife the powera
properly belonging to the other s nor fhall any perfon exercife the
powers of niore than one of them, at the fame time ; except that
the jultices of ‘the county cougts fhall be eligible to either houfe of
aflembly. .
The legiflative fhall be formed of two ditin& branches, wha, to-
gether, fhall bea complete legiflature. They fhall meet once,or oftens
er, every year, and fhall be called The general affembly of Virginias
One of thelg fhall be called, The boufe of delegates, and confift of two
reprefentatives, to be chofen for each county, and for the diftrict of
Weft- Augufta, annually, of fuch men as aftually refide in, and are
frecholders of the fame, or duly qualified according to law, and
alfo of one delegate or reprefentative, to be chofen annually for the
city of Williamfburgh, and one for the borough of Norfolk, and
a reprefentative for ¢ach of fuch other cities and boroughs, as may
hereafter be allowed particular reprefentation by the legiflature;
but when any city or borough fhall fo decreafe, as that the num-
ber of perfons, having right of {uffrage therein, fhall have been,
€or the fpace of feven years fucceflively, lefs than half the num-
ber of voters in fome one county in Virginia, fuch city or boa
rough thenceforward fhall ceafe to fend a delegate or reprefentay

tive to the affembly.

The other fhall be called Tbe fznate, and confift of twenty-four
members, of whom thirteen fhall conflitute a haufe to proceed oa
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bufinefs ; for whofe ele&tion, the different commcs ﬂull be divid~
ed into twentyJour diftri&ts ; and each county of the refpeftive
diftri&, at the time of the eletion of its delegates, fhall votefor ane :
fenator, who is a&ually a refident and freeholder within the dif-
tiict; or duly qualified according to law, and is upwards of twen- -
ty-five years of age; and the fheriffs of each county, within five
days at fartheft, after the L& county election in the diftrid, fhall .
meet at forme convenient place, -and from the poll, fo taken in their -
refpective counties, return, as a fenator, the man who. fhall have -
the greateft number of votes in the whole .diftrict. . To-keep up -
this afflembly by. rotation, the diftricts fhall be equally divided into -
four clafles and numbered by lot. At the end of. one year, after
the general election, the fix membexs, elected by the. firft divifion -
fhall, be difplaced, and the. vacancies, thereby. occafioned, fupplied .

from fuch ¢lafs or divifion, by. new election, in the:manner afore. - ’

fajid. This rotation fhall be applied to sach divifion, according to »
its. numaber,-and continued in due order annually...

The right. of fuffrage in the.election -of members-for both :
heufes thall remain, as exercifed at prefent ; and: each houfe fhall .
choofe its own fpeaker, appoint its own officers, fettle .its .own .
xules of proceeding, and direct writs of clection, for the fupplying
intermediate. vacancics. .

All laws fhall originate in the houfe ‘of delegates,:to be ap- .
_proved of, or rejected, by the fenate, or to be amended, with con.
fent of the houfe of delegates ; except money-bills, which;  in no 1
inftance, -fhall be. altered by the fenate, but wholly approved ar ..
rejected. -

. A governor, on ch:ef magifirate, fhall be chofen anmally by -
joint ballot of both houfes (to be taken in each houfe refpectively) 3
depofited in- the .conference room ; the boxes examined jointly by -
a committee of each- houfe,. and the numbers feverally reported .
to, them, that the.appointments may be entered (which “fhall be -
the mode of taking the joint ballot of both houfes, in all cafes) ;
who {hall not: continue in that office longer than three years fuc-
ceffively, nor be eligible, until the expiration.of four years, after
he thall have been out of that office. An adequate, but moderate -
falary fhall .be fettled on him, during his continuance in office; ;
and he fhall with. the advice of .a council of ftate; exercife the .
executive powers of government, according to-the laws - of " this ..
commonywealth;;- and fhall not, under any pretence, exercife any -
power or prerogative, by virtue of any law,. ftatute, or cuffom of -

England... But he fhall, with the advice of the council of -

fRate, have the power of granting reprieves or..pardops, exeept .
i

2
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where the profecution fhall have been carried on by the houfe of
delegates, or the law fhall otherwife particularly diret ; in which
cafes, no reprieve or pardon fhall be granted, but by refolve of
the houfe of delcgates.

Either houfe of the general affembly may adjourn themfelves
xefpeétively, The governor fhall not prorogue or adjourn the af-
fembly, during their fitting, nor diffolve them at any time; but
ke fhull, if neceffary, either by advice of the council of fate, or
on application of a majority of the houfe of delegates, call them,,
before the time, to which they fhall fand prorogued or ads
journed.

A privy- council, or council of ftate, confifting of eight mem.
bers, fhall be chofen, by joint ballot of both houfes of affem-
bly, either from their own members or the people at large, to af.
fitt in the adminiftration of government. They fhall annually
chooft, out of their own members, a prefident, who, in cafe of
death, inabiliyy, or abfence of the governor from the government,,
Shall a& as lieutenant.governor. Four members fhall be fufficient
to a&t, and their advice and proceedings fhall be entered on re-
eord, and figned by the members prefent, (to any part where-
of, any mewber may enter his diffent) to be laid before the ge-
neral affembly, when called for by them. This council may ap-
point their own clerk, who fhall have a falary fettled by law, and
take”an. oath of fecrecy, in fuch matters, as he fhall be dire&ted
«by the, board to conceal. A fum of money, appropriated te that
purpofe, fhall be divided annually among the members, in pro-
portion to their attendance; and they fhall be incapable, during
their continuance in office, of fitting in either houfe of affembly.
Two members fhall be removed by joint ballot, of both houfes of
aflembly, at the end of every three years,’and be ineligible, for the
three next years. ‘Lhefe vacancies, as well as thofe occafioned by
death or incipacity, fhall be fupplied by new elections, in the
fame manner,

The delegates for Virginia,, to the continental congrefs, fhall
be cholen annually, or fuperfeded in the mean time, by joint bal.
lot of both houfes of affembly..

The prefent militia officers fhall be continued, and vacancies.
fupplied by appointment of the governor, with the advice of the
privy-council, on recommendations from the refpeive county
courts :. but the governor and council fhall have a power of ful-
pending any officer, and ordering a court martial, on complaint.
of mifbebaviour or inability, or to fupply vacancies of officers,,
kappening, when ip actual fervice,.
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The governor, may embody the militia, with'the advice
of the privy-council; and when embodied, fhall alone have the.
dire&ion of the mllma, under the laws of the country.

The two houfes of affembly fhall, by jeint ballot, appouw
judges of the fupreme court of appeals, and general court, judgesin
chancery, judges of admiraity, fecretary, and the attorney-general;.
to be commiffioned by the governor, and continue in office during
good behaviour. In cafe of death, incapacity, or reﬁgnanon, the
governor, with the advice of the privy-council, thall appoint per-
fons to fucceed in office, to" be approved or difplaced by both
houfes. Thefe officers fhall have fixed, and adequate falaries, and,.
together with all others holding lucrative offices, and all minif-
ters of the gofpel, of every denomination, be incapable of being
cletted members of either houfe of affembly or the privy«
council.

The governor, with the advice of the privy- councd _fhall ap.
pomt juftices of the peace for the counties; and in cafe of vacana
cies, or a neceflity of increafing the number hereafter, fuch ap-
pomtmems to be made upon the recommendation of the refpeca
tive county courts. The prefent adting fecretary in Virgi=
nia, and clerks of all the county courts, fhall continue in office.
In cafe of vaccancies, either by death, incapacity, ‘or refigna.
tion, a fecretary fhall be appointed, as before direfted ; and the
clerks, by the refpetive courts. The prefent and ,future clerks.
fhall hold their offices during good behaviour, to be judged of,
and determined in the general court. The fheriffs and coroners
thall be nominated by the refpetive courts, approved by the gos
vernor, with the advice of the privy-council, and commiffioned.
by the governor. The juftices fhall appoint conftables 3 and all,
fees of the aforefaid officers, be regulated by law. .

The_governor, when he is out of office, and others, offend-
ing againft the ftate, either . by mal-adminiftration, corruption,.
or other means, by which the fafety of the ftate may be endangera
ed, fhall be impeachable by the houfe of delegates.” Such im-
‘peachment to be profecuted by the attorney-general, or fuch qr
ther perfon or perfons, as the houfe may appoeint, in the general
court, according to the laws of theland, Iffound guilty, he or they.
fhall be either forever difabled to hold any office under government,
or be removed from fuch office pro tempore, or fubjefted to
fuch pains or penalties, asthe laws fhall direét.

If all or any of th: judges of the general court fhould; on.’
good grounds (to be judged of by the houfe of delegates) be ac-
cufed of any of the crimes or offences. above mentioned, fuch.



316: CONSTITUTION

Moufe .of -delegates may, in I'ke manner impeach the judge or
judges fo accufed, to be profecuted in the court of 2ppeals; and.
he or they, if found guilty, fhall be punifhed in. the fame man-,
per, as is prefcribed. in the preceding claufe.

Commiffions and grants fhall run ¢ In the name of the common-.
avealth of Virgimia,™ and bear teft by the governor, with the feal of
the commonwealth annexed.. Writs fhall run in the fame manner,
and bear teft by the clerks of the feveral courts. Indi&ments (hall,
conclude, ¢ Againft the” peace and dignity of the commonwealth.”

A treafurer fhall be appointed annually, by joint ballot of both:.
boufes. ' ) .

All efcheats, penalties, .and farfeitures, heretefare going to the
king, fhall go to.the commoowealth, fave only fuch as the legifs.
lature may abelifh,.or otherwife, provide for...

The territories, contained within the charters, erefting the -
colonies of Maryland, Pennfylvania, North and Senth-Carolina, ,
are hereby ceded,. releafed, and for ever confirmed, to the. people -
of thefe colonies, refpeétively, with all the rights of .property, ju~
rifdiQion and government, and all other rights whatfoever, which .
might, at any time heretofore, have been claimed, by. Virginia, ,
except the free navigation and ufe of the rivers .Pjtomaque and :
Pokomoke, with the property of the. Virginia fhores and ftrands, ,
bordering on either of the faid. rivers, and all improvements, ,
which have been,.or fhall be, made thereon,. The.weftern and ,
northern extent of Virginia fhall, in all othar refpeéts, @and, as .
fixed by the chartec.of king James L. in the. year one thoufand .
fix hundred and nine,.and by the. public treaty. of peage, between .
the courts of Britain and Feance, in.the year one_thoufand fevea
hundred and fixty-three; unlefs by aé of this legiflature, one or .
more governments be eftablithed weftward of the Alleghany moune .
tains. And go purchafes of lands fhajl de made of .the -Indian .
natives, but on: behalf of the public, by authority.of the general
affembly. . '

—D R DB ... .

%4 CONSTITUTION, or form of government agreed to, . and |
refolved upon, by the reprefentatives, of the freemen of the fate .
of North Carolina, elefied and chofen for that particular purpefe,
in_congrefs affembled, at Haiifa%, Dec. 18,-1776.. T
A DECLARATION or RIGHTS, &c. .

h fI‘HAT all political power, is vefted in, and derived from .

the people only..

11, That the people. of this flae ought. to have the. fole, . and ;
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ve right of regulating the internal government and police

That no man, or fet of men are entitled to exelufive or
te emoluments or privileges from the community, but ia
eration of public fervices.

That the legiflative, executive, and fupreme judicial pow-
government, ought to be forever feparate and difinét from
ither.

That all powers of fufpending laws, or the execution of
by any authority, without confent of the reprefentatives
: people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be
fed.

. That eleftions of members, to ferve as reprefentatives in
il affembly, ought to be free.

[. That, in all criminal profequtions, every man has a right
informed of the accufation againft him, and to confront the -
:rs and witnefles with other teftimony, and fhall not be com.-
to give evidence againft himfelf.
II. That no freeman fhall be put to anfwer any criminal;
¢, but by indiétment, prefentment, or impeachmeut.

- That no freeman fhall be conviéted of any crime, but by-
nanimous verdi¢t of ajury of good and lawful men, in open
» as heretofore ufed.

That exceffive bail thould not be. reqmred, nor exceflive
impofed, nor cruel or unufual punithments inflicted.

. That general warrafits—-whereby an officer or meflenger’
be commanded to fearch fufpeted places, without evidence
ie faét committed, or to feize any perfon or perfons, not na-

whofe offences are not particularly, defcribed, and fupport«
y evidence—~are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be
ted.

1. That no freeman ought to be taken, imprifoned, or dif-
1of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, ar
d, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his life, lie
¥, or property, but by the law of the land.

II1. That every freeman, reftrained of his liberty, is intitled
remedy, to enquire into the lawfulnefs thereof, and toremove
(ame, if unlawful ; and that fuch remedy ought not to be de-
i or delayed.

IV, That in all controverfies at law, refpefting property, the
ient mode of trial, by jury, is one of the beft fecurities,
the rights of the people, and ought to remain facred and m-
dblco
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XV. That the feeedon» of the prefs is ope of the great - bule
warks of liberty, and therefere, ought never to be reftrained.

XVI. That the people of this ftate ought not to be taxed, or

, made fubjeét to the payment of any impoft or duty, without the-
confent of themfelves, or their reprefentatives in-general afiembly,
freely given.

XVII. Fhat the people have a right to bear arms, for the de-
fence of the flate ; and as ftanding armies, in time of peace, are-
dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up ; and that the.
military fhould be kept under ftrit: fubordipation to, and go-
verned by the civil power.

XVIIL. That the people have a right to affemble together, to-
confult-for their common good, to inftru& their reprefenmatives,
and to apply to the legiflature, for redrefs of grievances.

XIX. Thatall men have a natural and unalienable right to
worfhip Almighty God, according to the diftates of their own-
confcience.

XX. That for redrefs of grievances, and for amending and.
firengthening the laws, ele&ions ought to be often held.

XXI. TFhat a frequent recurrence of fundamental principles is-
abfolately neceffary, to preferve the bleflings of liberty.

XXII. That no hereditary emoluments; privileges or honouss,
ought to be granted or conferred in this ftate.

XXIII. That perpetuities, and monopolies are contrary.: to the .
genius of a free Rate, and ought not to be allowed.

XXIV. That retrofpeltive laws, punithing falts, committed.
before the exiftence of fuch laws, and, by them only, declared
oriminal, are oppreflive, unjuft, and incompatible with liberty;
wherefore no ex poft falle law ought to be made.

XXV. The property of the foil, in a free government, being
oneof the eflfential rights of the colle&ive body of the people,
it is neceffary, in order to avoid future difputes, that the limits of
the ftate fhould be afcertained with precifion : and as the former
temporary line, between North and South Carelina, was confirm-
med, and extended by commiffioners, appointed by the legifla=
tures of the two ftates, agreeable to the order of the late king
George II. in council, that line, and that only, fhould be efteemed
the fouthern bqundary of this ftate—that is to fay, beginning
on the fea fide, ata cedar ftake, at or near the mouth of litle
siver (being the fouthern. extremity of Brunfwic county), and
running from thence a north-weft courfe, through the boundary
houfe, which @ands in thirty-three degrees fifty-fix minutes, to
thirty-five degrees north Jatitule ; and from thence a wefl courfe
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s is mentioned in the charter of king Charles II, to the

prietors of Carolina. Therefore all the territory, feas,

.and harbours, with their appurtenances, lying between
: above defcribed, and the fouthern line of the ftate of
a, which begins on the fea fhore, in thirty-fix degrees
ninutes, north latitude, and from thence runs weft, agree-
» the  faid charter of king Charles, are the right and pro~

f the people of this ftate, to be held by them in fove-

r; any partial line, without the confent of the legifla-

this ftate, atany time thereafter direQed, or laid out, in

e, notwithftanding :—Provided always, That this decla-

of right fhall not prejudice any nation or nations of In.

from enjoying fuch hunting grounds, as may have been,
-eafter fhall be, fecured to them, by any former or future
ure of -this ftate :—And provided alp, Thatitfhall not be

1ed, fo .as to,prevent the eftablithment of one or more
iments, weftward of this ftate, by confent of the legifla-

~dAxd provided furtber, That nothing, herein contained,

ffeft the ttles or poffeffions of individuals, holding or

ng under the laws heretofore in force, or grants heretos

nade by the late king George IIL. or his predecefflors, or

e lords proprietors, or any of them.

"ONSTITUTION or FORM of GOVERN-
MENT, &c.

7HEREAS allegiance and protetion are, in their nature,
reciprocal, and.the one, fhould of right be refufed, when
ther is withdrawn—
d whereas George the third, king of Great Britain, and
avereign of the Britifh American colonies, hath not only
rawn from them his prote&ion, but, by an a& of the Bri=
giflature, declared the inhabitants of thefe ftates out of the
Rion of the Britith crown, and all their property found
the high feas,. liable to ‘be feized, and confilcated to the
nentioned in the faid a& ; and the faid George the third,. has
ent flects and armies, to profecute a cruel war againft them,
1¢ purpofe of reducing the inhabitants of the faid colonies
ftate of abject flavery ; in confequence whereof, all govern-
under the faid king, within the faid colonies, hath ceafed,
1 total diffolution of government, in many of them hath ta-
slace,
od whereas the continental congrefs, having confidered the
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premifes, and other previous violations of the rights of the good
people of America, have therefore declared, that the thirteen
united-colonies are, of right, wholly abfolved frem all allegiance
to the ‘Britith crown, or any other foreign jurifdiGtion whatfoe.
wer; and that the faid colonies now are, and forever fhall be,
free and independent ftates— .

Wherefore, ig-pur prefent flate, in order to prevent anarchy
and confufion, it becomes neceffary, that gevernment fhould
beeftablithed in this Rate; therefore, we, the reprefentatives of
the freemen of North Carolina, chofen and affembled in con-
grefs, for the exprefs purpofe of framing a conftitution, under
the authority of the people, mot conducive to their happinefs
and profperity, do declare, "that a government, for this ftate,
thall be eftablithed, in manner and form following, to awiz.

I. That the legiflative authority fhall be vefted in two diftinét
branches, both dependent on the people, 20 awit, a fenate and boufs
of commons.

II. That the fenate fhall be compofed of reprefentatives, an-
nually chofen by ballot, oné for each county in the Rate.

111, That the houfe of commons fhall be compofed of reprefen-
tatives annually chofen by ballot, two for each county, and one
for each of the towns of Edentown, Newbern, Wilmington, ‘Salif-
bury, Hillfborough, and Halifax.

IV. That the fenate and houfe of commons, aflembled
for the purpofe of legiflation, fhall be denominated, The general
affembly. ;

V. That each member of the fenate fhall have ufually refided
in the county, in which he is chofen, for one year, immediately
preceding his ele€Ngn, and for the fame time fhall have poffeffed,
and continue to poflafs, in the county, which he reprefents,
not lefs than thres hundred acres of land in fee.

VI. That each member of the houfe of commons fhall have
ufually refided in the county, in which he is ‘chofen, for one
year immediately preceding his elettion, and for fix months
fhall have poffefled, and continue to pofefs, in the county, which
he reprefents, not iefs than one hundred acres of land in fee, o
for the term of his own life. -

VII. That all freemen, of the age of twenty-one years, who
have been inhabitants of any one county within the fate twelve
months immediately preceding the day of any ele&ion, and
poflefled of a freehold, within the fame county, of fifty acres
of land, for fix months next before, and atthe day of elec.
tion," fhall be entitled to vote for a member of the fenate,
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VIIL. -That all freemen of the age of twenty-one years,
who have been inhabitants of any one county within the flate,
twelve months immediately preceding the day of any eletion,
and fhall have paid public taxes, fhall be entitled to vote for
members of the houfe of commons, for the county, in which be
refides. .

IX. That all perfons, poflefled of a frechold, in :my town 1
this ftate, havinga rightof reprefentation, and alfo all freemen,
who have been imhabitants of any fuch town, twelve months
next before, and at the day of elettion, and {hall have paid pub-
lic taxes, fhall be entitled to vote for a member, to reprefent -
fuch town,. in the houfe of commons :—Provided always, that
this fe&ion thall not entitle any inhabitant of fuch town to
vote for members of the houfe of commons, for the county, in
which he may refide, nor any frecholder in fuch county, wha
refides without or beyond the limits of fuch town, to vote for a
#ember for faid town.
~ X. That the fenate and houfe of commons, when met, fhall
each have power to choofea fpeaker, and other their officers ;
be judges of the qualifications and elettions of their members ;
fit upon their own adjournments from day to day ; and prepare
bills, to be pafled into laws. The two houfes fhall direét writs
of eleftion, for fupplying intermediate vacancies ; and fhall
alfo jointly, by ballot, adjourn themfelves to any future day and

lace.

P XI, That all bills fhall be read three times in each houfe, be-
fore they pafs into laws, and be figned by the fpeakers of both
houfes.

XII. That every perfon, who fhall be chofen a member of the
fenate or houfe of commons, or appointed to any office or place
of truft, before taking his feat, or entering upon the execution
of his office, fhall takean oath to the ftate; and all officers ﬂmu
alfo take an oath of office.

XIII, That the general aflembly fhall, by joint ballot of
both houfes, appoint judges of the fupreme courts~of law and
equity, judges of admiralty, and attorney-general, who fhall
be commiffioned by the governor, and hold their offices during

good behaviour,

X1V. That the fenate and houfe of commons, thall have powet
to appoint the generals and field officers of the militia, and all of-
fisers of the regular army of this flate.

XV, That the fenate and houfe of commons, jointly, at their
firft ueeting after cach apnual ele@ion, (all by ballot, cle® 3

M '
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governor for one yeir, who fhall not ‘be eligible to that office,
longer than three years, in fix {ucceflive years. That no perfon,
under thirty years of age, and who has not been a refident in
-this flate above five years, and having, in the flate, a - freehold
in lands and tenements, above the value of ong thoufand: pounds,
fhall be eligible as a governor.

XVI. That the fenate and houfeof commons, jointly, at. their
firk meeting, after each annual ele&ion, fhall, by ballot, ele&
feven perfons, to be a council of fate for one year; who fhall
advife the governor in the execution of his office ; and that foor
membe:s fhall be a quorum ; their advice "and " proceedings fhall
be entered in a journal, to be kept for ‘that purpofe only, and
figned by the members prefent ; te any part of which, any mem-
‘ber prefent may enter ‘his diffent. And fuch journal fhall be
laid before the general affembly when called for by them,

XVII. That there fhall be a feal of this ftate, which - fhall be
Kept by the goverror, and ufed by him, as occafion may require;
and fhall be called, The great fealof the flate of North Carolina,
and be affixed to all grants and comnmiffions.

XVIIIL. The governor, for the time being, fhall be captain-ge-
nieral, and commander in chief of the militia; and,: in the recefa
of the general affembly, thall have power, by and with the advice
of the council of ftate toembody the militis, for the public fafety,

XIX. The governor, for the time being, fhall have power te
draw for, and apply fuch fums of money, as fhall be voted by
the general aflfembly, for the contingencies of government, -asd
be accountable to them for the fame. He alfo may, by and with
the advice of the council of ftate, lay embargoes, or prohibit the
exportation of any commodity, for any term, not exceeding thir-
ty days, at dny-one time in the recefs of the general affembly;
und fhall have the power of granting pardons and reprieves, ex-
gept where the profecution fhall be carried on’ by the general afe
fembly, or the law fhall otherwife direft; in which cafe, he may,
in the recefs, granta repricve, until the next fitting of the ge-
neral affebly ; and may exercife all the other executive powers
of government, limite + and reftrained, as by this conttitution' ie
suentioned, and according to the laws of the ftate. And on his
death, mabxlxty, or abfence from the ftate, the fpeaker of the fe.
nate, for the time being—(and in cafe of his death, inability, ar
abfence from the ftate, the (peaker ‘of the houfe of commons) fhall
exercife the powers of government, after fuch death, or during fuch
mbfence or mablhty, of the governor (or- fpeaker of the femte,},
or uatil & new nomination is made by the general aﬂ'embly.
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XX. Thatin every cafe, where any officer, the right of whofe. -
appointment is, by this conflitution, vefted in the genersl affen-
bly, fhall, during their recefs, die, or his office b other n:cans b
come vacant, the governor thali have power, with the advice of
the council of flate, to fill up fuch vacancy, by granting a tem-
porary commiffion, which thall expire at the end of the next fefe
fion of the general affembly.

XXI. That the governar, judges of the fupreme court of:
Jaw and equity, judges of admiralty, and attorney-general, fhall .
have adequate fularics, during their continuance in office. :

XXII. That the general affembly. fhall, by joint ballot .of
Both houles, annually appointa treafurcr er treafure:s, for this ftate,

XXIIJ. That the governor, and other officers, offending a-
gainft the ftate, by violating any part of this conftitution, mal«
adminifration, or:corruption, may be profecuted, on the. 1mpeach-
ment of the genera affembly, or prefentment of the grand - jury
of any court of fupreme jur ifdi&ion in thi, fate.

XXIV. That the general aflembly fhall, by joint ballot of bath
houfes, trignnally appoint a. fecretary, for this Rate,

XXV. That no perfons, who heretofore have been, or heieaf-
ter may- be, receivers of public- monies, thall have a feat in dither
houfe of general aflembly, or be eligible to any office in this Rtate
until fuch pesfon fhall have fully accounted for, and paid into the
reafury, al) fums, for which they may be accountable and lizble,

XXVi. That no treafurer fhajl have.a feat, either in fenate,
houfe of commons, or council of Rate, during his continuance -
in, that office, or before he fhall have finally fettled his accounts
with the public, for all the monies, which may be in his hands,
at the ewpiration of his office, belonging to the ftate, and hath

aid the fame isto the hands of the fucceeding treafuier.

XXVII. That no officer in the regular army or navy, in the
fervice and pay of the united ftates, of this or any other fate,
nor any contradlor or agent for fupplying fuch army or navy
with cloathing or provilions, fhall have a feat either in the fenate,
houfe of commons, or council of fate, or be eligible thereto 5 and
any member of the fenate, houfe of commons, or eouncil of ftate,.
being appointed to, and accepting of fuch office, fhall therery
vacate his feat. |

XXVIII. That no member of the council of Rate fhall- ‘have
a feat, either in the fenate, or houfe of commons.

XXIX. That no judge of the fupreme court of law or equity,
or judge of admiralty, fhall have a [eat in the fenate, houfe of
commons, or council of ftate.

XXX. That no fecretary of this ﬂate, attorney-general ¢
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elek of any court of record, fhall have a feat in the fenate,
boute of commons, or council of ftate,

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of the gofpel, of
any denominaiion, fhall be capable of being a member of either
the tenate, houfe of commons, or council of ftate, while he con-
tinuesin the exercile of the paitoral funétion.

XXXII. That no perfan, who fhall deny the being of God
or the truth of the proteftant religion, or the divine authority ei-
ther of the old or new tefaments, or who fhall hold religious
principles incompatible with the freedom and fafety of the ftate,
fhall be capable of holding any office, or place of truft or profis,
in thecivil department, within this ftate.

XXXT1I. That the jultices of the peace, within their refpee-
tive counties, in this ftate, fhall in future be recommended to
the governor for the time being, by the reprefentatives in general
2ffumbly ; and the goverror fhall commiffion them accordingly :
and the juftices, whea fo commiffioned, fhall hold their offices
during good behavieur, and fhall not be removed from affice
Ly tiue general affembly, unle(s for mitbehaviour, abfence, or
inahility.

)LX)):IV. That there be fhall no eftablifhment of one any res
Jizious church or denomination, in this fate, in preference to any
other ; neither fhall any perfon, on any pretence whatfoever, be
compelled to attend any place of worfhip, contrary to his own
faith or judgment, mor be obliged to pay, for the purchafe of
any glebe, or the building of any houfcof worthip, or for the
waintenance of any minifier or miniftry, contrary to what he
helieves right, or has voluatarily and perfoually engaged to per-
furm; but all perfons fhall be at liberty to exercife their own
mode of worthip :——Prowvided, That nothing, herein contained,
thall be conftruéted to exempt preachers of treafonable or fedi-
tious difcourfes, from legal trial and punifhment.

XXXV. That no perfon in the fate fhall hold more than one
lucrative office, at any one tine :—Provided, That no appoint-
ment in the militia, or the office of a julticeof the peace, fhall be
confidered as a lucrative office.

XXXVI. That all commiflions and grants fhall run in the
pame of the fate of North Carolina, and bear teft, and be figned
by the. governor. All writs fhall run in the fame manner,
and bear teft, and be figned by the clerks of the refpe&tive
coarts. Indi&tments fhall conclude ¢ Againft the peace and dig-
aity-of the flate.’ i

XXXVII. That the delegates for this ftate, to the continental
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congrefs while neceffary, fhall be chofen annually by the general
affzmbly, by ballot; but may be fuperfeded, in the mean time,
in the fame manner; and no perfon fhall be eleéted, to fervein
that capacity, for more than three years fucceffively,

XXXVIHI. That there thall be a fheriff, coroner or coroners,

"*and conftables, in each county within this ftate.

XXXiX. That the perfon of a debtor, where there is not'a:
firong prefumption of fraud, fhall not be continued in prifon, after
delivering up, bona fide; all his eftate real and perfonal, for the:
wfe of his creditors, in {uch manner, as fhall be hereafter regulat-
ed by law, All prifoners fhall be bailable by fufficiznt fureties, .
unlefs for capital offences, when the proof is evident, .or the pre«
fumption great.

XL. That every foreigner, who comes to fettle in this ftate,.
haying firft:taken an oath of a]legiance, to'the {sme,. may pur»-
chafe, or, by othec jult means,acqute, hold, and transfer land, .
or other realeftate ; and after one year's reﬁdence, {hall be deem-
ed a free citizen.

XLI. Thata fchool or {chools fhall be gﬁablnﬂ\ed by the le- -
giflature, for the convenient inftruftion of youth,.with fuch fa---
laries to the mafters, paid by the public, as may enable them to"
inftruét at low prices j.and all ufeful learning fhall be dulyen. .
couraged, and promoted, in one or more univerfities.

'XLII. That nopurchafe of lands fhall be made of the Indian
mtives, buton behalfof the public,. by authority of the general
aﬂ'embly.

" XLIIIL. Thatthe future legiflature of this - ftate fhall regnla&:
intails, in {uch 2 manner, as to prevent perpetumes.

XLIV. That the declaration of rights is herehy declared to be
part of the condtitution of this Rate, and ought never to be violated, -
Q@ any pretence whatfoever. .

XLV. Thatany memberof either houf@ of general aflembly
fhall have-liberty to diflent from, and proteft againft any act or
refolve, which he may think injurious to the puhlic, or any i@~
dividual,,and have .the reafons of his diffent entered on the
journals. .

XLVI. Thatneither houfe of the general affembly thall pro~
ceed upon public bufinefs, unlefs a majority of all the .members’
of ' fuch houfe  are a&ually prefent: and that, upon a motion
made and feconded, the yeas and nays, upon any queftion, fhall
be taken and entered on the journals: and that the jeurnals of the
proceedings of both houfes of the general aflembly, fhall be .
priated, aad made public, i?\;dm.ediately .afser their adjournmenys -

: a- ‘

\
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This conftitution is not intended to preclude the prefent con-
gr:fs from making a temporary provifion, for the well ordering
of this ftate, until the general affembly fhall eftablith govern-

ment, agreeable to the mode herein before defcribed.
RICHARD CASWELL, PRESIDENT.
December the cighteenth, one thoufand feven hundred and -
feventy-fix, read the third time, and ratified in open ‘coa-

grefs. By order,

Jarmes GREEN, jun. fecretary:

——QQ@Q@Q——

Tre CONSTXTUTION of Tur STATE oF. SOUTH

CAROLINA.

this conftitution for its government,
ARTICLE I

E, the delegztes of the people of the ftate of South Ca-
rolina in general convention met, do ordain and eftablith -

Seftion 1. The legiflative authority of this ftate thal} be veft-
ockin a general affembly, which fhall confitt of a fenate and ‘houfe

of - reprefentatives.

1I. The houfe of 1epref¢ntatwn thall be compoﬁ:d of membcu,
aliofen by ballot, every fecond year, by the citizens of this ftate,

qualified, as, in this conftitution, is provided,

111, The feveral eleftion diftrifts, in this ftate, fhall ele&t the

following number, for reprefentatives, viz.

Charlefton, (including St. Philip and St. Mi-

chael,)

Chrift church,

St John, Berkley,

St, Andrew,

St. George, Dorchc’i’er,
St, James, Goole creek,
St. Thomas and St. Dengie,’
. Ste. Paul, .

St, Bartholomew,

St. James, Santce,

St. Jehn, Colleton,

St. Stephen, -

St. Helena, -

§: Luke,

Prince Williany,

St Peter,

All $qints, (including its agcicat boundaries).

Fifteen members
Three members
‘Three members
Three members
Three members:
Three members
Three members
‘Three members
Three members
Three members .
‘Three members
Three members-

* ‘Three members

‘Phree members:
‘Three members
Three members.

Qs member.
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raw  (not including any part of All'Saints) Three members -
sfkon, (mnotincluding any part of All Samu) Two members -«

iamifburgh, Two members -
rty, . Two members
Iborough, ’ Two members
terfield, ) - Two members -
lington,- : Two members
k, . 'Three members
fter, Two members
rfield, . Two members
hland, . .. Two members -
1cafter, Two membets
rthaw, gt i ) Two members
aremont, ‘st L Two members *
arendon, ’ ‘ "Two members
bbeville, ..'Three members
igefield, Three members
:wbury, (including the fork between Broad and

Saluda rivers,) Three membcrc
aurens, . ©  Three members
miom, .. . | . ot . .Two members -
partan, : "Two members
Sreenville, Two members .
>endleton; - : : Three members .
3t. Matthew, Two members .
Orange, : Two members .
Winton, (including the diftsi& between Savan- : s

nah river and the north ferk of Edifto,) Three members.

Sax® Gotha, Three members.

1V. Every free white man, of the age of twenty-one years, bea
ing a citizen of this ftate,and having refided therein two years,
previous to the day of eletion, and who hath a freehold of fifty
acres of land, or a town lot, of which he hath been legally feifed:
and poffeffed; at lealt fix months before fuch eleion, or, (not
having fuch frechold or town lot) hath been a refident in the
ele&tion diftri&®, in which he offers to give his vote, fix months’
before the faid elettion, and hath paid a tax, the preceding year,
of three fhillings fterling, towards the fupport of this government,'
fhall have a right to vote for a member or members, to ferve in°
either branchof the legnﬂamre, for the eletion diftri&t, in which
he holds fuch property, or is fo refident.
- V. The returning oﬂiccr, or gny ether perfon prefent, entit-
led to vote, may require apy perfon, whe fhall offer his vois
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at an eleftion, to produce a certificate of his citizenthip,.and a
reccipt.from the tax colle@or, of bis having paid a tax, entitling.
him to vote, or to {wear or affirm, that heis duly qualified to-
vote, agreeably to this conftitution.. ‘

V1. No perfon fhall be eligible to a feat in the houfe of- re.
prefentatives, uplefs he is.a free white man, of the age of twenty.-
one years, and hath been a citizen and refident in this ftate,
three years previous to his ele&ion. If a refident in the ele&tion
diftri&t, be fhall not be eligible to a feat in the houfe of repre-
fentatives, unlefs he be legally feifed and pofleflfed, in his owa
right, of a fettled frechold eftate, of five hundred acres of land,.
and ten megroes; or of a real eltate, of the value of one hundred
and fifty pounds Rerling, clear of debt. If a: now-refident, he
fhall be legally feized and pofleffed of a fettled freehold eftate -
therein, of the value of five hundred pounds fterling, clear of debe. .

VIT. The fenate fhall be compofed of members, to be cho:en-
for four years, in the following proportions, by the citizens of.
this ftate, qualified t0.ele® members to-the boufe of repre«
fentatives, at the fame time, in the fame manner, and at-the fame -
places, where they. fhall vote for reprefentatives, viz.

Charleften, (including St. Philip and St. Michael) “Two members~

Chrift church, One member -
St. John, Berkley, Onse mengber -
St. Andrew,. ®ne member -
St George, One member -
- St. James, Goafe creek, . Qne member-
St. Thomas and St. Dearis,, One member:
&t Paul, : One member-
St. Bartholomew, ) One member-
St, James, Santee, s One member -
St. John Calletony. One wmember:
St. Stepken, One member
St. Helena, Quae member,
@, Luke, One member:
Prirce William, . One member -
St. Peter, -One member:
All Saints, ©One member-
Winyaw 2nd Wiiliamiburgh, . Oune-member
Liberty avd Kingflon, - Onemember
Marlbozough, Chefterfield, and Darlingtas, *Two 1members-
York, ) : ’ . One member
Fairfield, Rishland, and Chefter, . One -member
Lancafter and Kerfhaw, . Qne zoembes



of SOUTH CAROLINA, - ny¢

Claremont and Clarendon,
Abbheville,
Edgefield,

Newbury, (including the fork between Broad and
Saluda rivers,)

One member
One member
One member

One member

Laurens, One member
Union, One member
Spartan, One member
Greenville, One member
Pendleton,

One member

St. Matthew and Orange, One member

Winton, (including the difiri& between $avannah
river and the north fork of Edifte,) One member
Saxe Gotha, One member
VIII. No perfon fhall be eligible to a feat in the fenate, un. .
lefs he isa free white man, of the age of thirty yeors, and hath.
been a citizen and refident in this ftate, five years, previous to his
eleQion. If arefident in the eleftion diltriét, he fhall not be eli-
gible unlefs he be legally feifed and poffefled, in his own right,
of a fettled freehold eftate, of the value of three hundred pounds
fterling, clear of debt. If a non.refident in the eleftion diftri&,
he thall not be eligible, unlefs he be legally feized and pofiefied,
in his own right, of a fettled frechold eftate in the faid diftrict
of the value of one thoufand pounds fterling, clear of debt.

IX. Immediately after the fenators fhall be affembled, in con-
fequence of the firft eleion, they fhall be divided, by lot into two
elaffes. The feats of the fenators of the firft clafs fhall be vaca-
ted, at the expiration of the fecond year, and of the fecond clafs
at the expiration of the fourth year; fo that one half thereof, as -
near as poflible may be chofen, forever thereafter, every fecond
year, for the term of four years.

X. Senators, and members of the houfe of reprefentatives,
thall be chofen, on the fecond Monday in O¢tober nexr, and the
day following, and on the fame days, in every fecond year there-
after, in fuch manner and at fuch times, as are herein direfted s
—and fhall meet, on the fourth Monday in November, annually
at Columbia (which fhall remain the feat of government, until
otherwife determined, by the concurrerce of two-thirds of both
branches of the whole reprefentation) unlefs the cafualties of war,
or contagious diforders, fhould render it unfafe to meet there; in
either of which cafes, the governor, or commander in chief, for

the time being, may, by proclamation, appoint a more {ecure and
eonvenient place of meeting.
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XI. Eath houfe fhal judge of the ele&ions, retarns, and Gua.
Tifications of its own members ; and a wmjority of each houfe
fhall conflitute a quorum, to do bufinefs : but a fmaller number
may adjourn from day to day, and may-be authorifed to compel
the attendance of abfent members in fuch manner, and under
fuch penaltiess as may be provided by law. )

XTI, Each houfe fhall choofe, by ballot; its own officers, de-

_termine its rules of proceeding, punifh its members for diforderly
behaviour, and (with the concurrence of two-thirds) expel a
member, but not a fecond time, for the fame caufe.

XIII. Each houfe may punith, by imprifonment, during fit
ting, any perfon. not 2 member, who thall be guilty of difrefpet
to the houfe, by any diforderly or contemptuous behaviour in its
prefence—or who, during the time of its fitting, fhall threaten:
hirm to the body or eftate of any member, for any thing faid or
done in cither houfe—or who fhrall affault any of them therefore
~—or who fhall aflault or arreft any witnefs, or other perfon, ar~
dered to attend the houfe, in his going to. or retusning the: cfrom
or who fhall refcue any perfon, arrefted by order of the boufe.

XIV. The members of both houfes fhall be pwtc&c&. in theie
perfons and eftates, during their attendance on, gomg to, and re-
turning from, the legifature, and tea days, previous to. their fita
ting, and ten days, after the adjournment of the legiflature. But,
thefe privileges fhall not be extended, fo as to proteét any mem-.
ber, who fhall be charged with treafon, felony, or breach of the

ce.

XV. Bills, for raifing a revenue, fhall ongmate in the houfe
of neprel’entauvcs,, but may be altered, amended,. or rejeted bf
the {enate.

Aliother bills may or iginatein either houfe, and m:xy.be amend.
ed, altered, or rejeSted by the other. .

XVi. No bill or ordinance fhall have the force of law, until
it fhall have been read three times, and on three feveral days, in
each houfe, hue had the great feal affixed to it, and has -been
figned in the fenate houfe, by the prefident of the fenate, and fpecs
ker of the houfe of reprefentatives.

XVI1I, No money fhall be drawn out of the public treafury,.
but by the legiflative authority of the ftate.

XVIII. The members of the legiflature, who fhall affemble
wnder this conftitution, fhall be entitled to receive out of the pub-
lic treafury, as a compenfation for their expenfes, a fum, not ex-
ceeding icven fhillings. Rerling a day,. during their attendance on,
going 10, and returning from the legiflature;. but the fame¢ may
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-be encreafed or diminithed by law, if circumftances thall require:
but no alterations fhall be made by any legiflature, to take ef-
“fe& during the exiftence of the legiflature, which fhall make fuch
alteration. .

X1X. Neither houfe tha]l, during their feflion, without the
confent of the ather, adjourn for-more than 'three days, nor to
:ny other place, than that, in which the two houfes fhall be
- fitting.

XX. No bill or ordinance, which fhall have been reje&ted by ei-
ther ‘houfe, ‘fhall be brought in again during the fitting, with«
<qut leave of the houfe, and notice of fix days being, prehouﬂy
given.

XXI. No perfon fhall be eligible to a feat in the legiflature,
awhilft he holds any office of profit or truft, under this ftate, the
united Rates, or either of them, or under any other power——ex-
“cept officers in the militia, army, or navy, of this ftate, juftices
©f the peace, or juftices of the county courts, while they receive
no falaries ; nor fhall any contra&er of the army or navy of this
“flate, the united flates, or either of them, or the agents.df fuch
“contraitor, be eligible to a feat in either houfe. And if any mem-
ber fhall accept or exercife any of the faid difqualifying cffices,
-he fhall vacate his feat.

" XXII. If any eleftion diftri&t, fhall negle& to choofe a. mem-
ber or members, en the days of eleétion, or if any perfon chofen
a member of either houle, fhould refufe to qualify ard gake his
feat, or fhould dle, depart the ftate, or accept of any difqualify-
ing office, a writ of eleQtion fhall be iffued by the prefident of the
fenate, or fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, (as the cafe
"may be) for the purpofe of filling up the vacancy, thereby oc-
<cafioned, for the remainder of the term, for which the perfon, fo
refufing to qualify, dying, departing the ftate, or accepting a dif-
qualifying office, was elefted to ferve.

. XXIII. And whereas the minifters of the gofpel are, by cheir
profeflion dedicated to the fervice of God, asd the cure’ of fouls,
and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their func-
‘tion, therefore no minifter of the gofpel, or public preacher, of
-auy religious perfuafion, whilft he continues in the excrcife of his
pattoral fun&ions, fhali be eligible to the office of governor, lien-

" tenant governor, or te a feat in the fenate, or houfe of reprefenta~
twes.

ARTICLE 1L
L The executive authority of ‘this flate thall be inveficd inya
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governor, to be chofen in manner following : as foon as may be,
after the firft meeting of the fenate and oufe of reprefentatives,
and at every firft meeting of the houfe of reprefentatives there~
after, when a majority of both houfes fhall be prefent, the fenate
and houfe of reprefentatives, fhall, jointly, in the houfe of repre-
fentatives choofe, by ballot, a governor, to continue for twayears,
and until a new eleftion fhall be made. )

II. No perfon fhall be eligible to the office of governor, unlefs
he hath attained the age of thirty years, and hath refided within
this ftate, and been a citizen thereof, ten years, and unlefs he be feif-
ed and pofleffed of a fettled eftate within the (ame, in his own right,

" of the value of fifteen hundred pounds fterling, clear of debt.

No perfon having ferved two years as governor, fhali be re-eli-
gible to that office, till after the expiration of four years.

No perfon fhall hold the office of governor, and any other of-
fice, or commiffion, civil or military (except in the militia) either
in this ftate, or under any ftate, or the united Rates, or any other
power, at one and the fame time.

III. A licutenant governor fhall be chofen, at the fame time,
in the fame manner, continue in offiec for the fame period, and be
poflefled of the fame qualifications, as the governor.

IV. A member of thefenate or.houfe of reprefentatives, being
chofen, and a&ing, as governor or licutenant-governor, fhall va-
cate his feat, and another perfon fhail be eleéted in his ftead.

V. In cafe of the impeachment of the governor, or his remo-
val from office, death, refignation, or abfence from the ftate, the
lYieutenant-governor fhall fucceed to his office. And in cafe of the
impeachment of the lieutenant-governor, or his removal from of-
fice, death, refignation, or abfence from the fate, the prefident of
the fenate fhall fucceed to his office, till a2 nomination, to thofe of-
fices refpeQively, thall be made by the fenate, and houfe of re-
prefentatives, for the remainder of the time, for which the officer,
fo impeached, ren:oved from office, dying, refigning, or being ab-
fent, was elefted.

VI. The governor fhall be commander in chief of the army
and pavy of this ftate, and of the militia, except when they fall
be called into the adtual fervice of the united fiates.

VII. He fhall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, af-
ter conviction (except in cafes of impeachment) in fuch maooer,
on fuch terms, and under fuch reftri@ions, as he fhall think pro-
per ; and he fhall have power to remit fines and forfeitures unlels
otherwife dire&ted by law.

VI1I. He fhall tal;e care, that the laws be faithfully executed

“
In mercy,
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IX. He fhall have power to prohibit the exportation of pro-
vifion, for any time, not exceeding thirty days.

X. He thall, at ftated times, reccive, for his fervices, a com-
penfation, which fhall neither be increafed or diminifhed, during -
the period, for which he fhall been elected. o

XI. Al officers in the executive department, when required
by the governer, fhall give him information in writiag, upon any
fubje&t, relating to the duties of their ‘refpe&ive offices.

XII. The governor fhall, from time to time, give to the gene-
ral affembly information of the condition of the ftate, and recom~
mended to their confideration fuch meafures, as he thall }udge ne-
ceflary or expedient,

XIII. He may, on extraordinary occafions convene the gene.
ral affembly, and in cafe of difagreement between the two houfes,
with refpe& to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to fuch
time, as he thall think proper, not beyond the fourth Monday, ia
the month of November, then enfuing. :

ARTICLE IIIL

1. The judicial power fhall be vefted in fuch fuperior and in.
ferior courts of law and equity, as the legiflature fhall, from time
to time, dire& and eftablith. :

The judges of each fhall hold their commiffions during good

- behaviour ; and judges of the fuperior courts fhall, at ftated
times, receive a compenfation for their fervices, which fhall nei-
ther be increafed or diminifhed during their continuance in office §
but they fhall receive no fees, or perquifites of office, nor hold
any other office of pro€it or truft, under this ftate, the united
ftates, or any other power.

I1. The iyle of all procefles fhall be, ¢ the ftate of South-
Carblina.”—All profecutions fhall be carried on in the name,
and by the authority of the Rate of South Carolina, and con-

" clude—*¢ againft the peace and dignity of the fame.”

ARTICLE 1V,

All perfons, who fhall be chofen or appointed to any office of
profit or truft, before entering on the execution thereof, fhall take
the following oath, ¢ I do fwear, |er athrm,] that I am duly
qualified, according to the conftitution of this .ftate, to exercile
the office, to which I have been appointed, and will, to the beft
of my abilities, difcharge the duties theixof, and preierve, proteét,
and defend the conttitution of this fate, and of the united
flates.”

ARTICLE V,
1. The houfe of reprefentatives thali have the fole power of
N
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impeaching ; but no impeachment fhall be made, unléfs with the
concurrence of two.thirds of the houfe of reprefentatives. .

II. All impeachments fhall be tried by the fenate. When fit.
ting for that purpofe, the fenators fhall be on oath, or affirma-
tion ;and no perfon fhall be conviéted without the concurrence of
two-thirds of the members prefent.

1II. The governor, lieutenant-governor, and all the civil of-
ficers, fhall be liable to impeachment, for any mifdemeanor in
office ; but judgment in fuch cafes, fhall not extend further, than
to the removal from office, and difqualification to hold any of-
fice of honour, truff, or profit, under this ftate.—The pasty
conviéted fhall neverthelefs be liable to indiftment, trial, judg-
ment, and punifhment, according to law.

ARTICLE VL

1. The judges of the fuperior courts, commiffioners of the
treafury, fecretary of the flate, and furveyor-general, fhall be
ele&ted, by the joint ballot of both houfes, in the houfe of re-
prefentatives. ‘The commiffioners of the treafury, fecretary of
this ftate, and furveyor-general, fhall hold their offices for four
years : but fhall not be eligible again for four years, after the ex-

" piration of the time, for which they fhall have been eleéted.

II. All other officers fhall be appointed, as they hitherto have
been, until otherwife direfted by law ; but fheriffs fhall hold their
offices for four years, and not be again eligible, for four years,
after the term, for which they fhall have been cle€ted.

III. All commiffions fhall be in the name, and by the autho-
rity of the ftate of South Carolina, and be fealed with the feal of
the fate, and be figned by the goverzor.

ARTICLE VIL
_All laws, of force in this Rate, at the paffing of this conftitu-
tion, fhall fo continue, until altered or repealed by the legifiature,
except where they are temporary, in which cafe they fhall expire,
at the times refpectively limited fos their duration, if not conti-
nued by aét of the legiflature,

ARTICLE VIL

I. The free exercife and enjoyment of religious profeffion and
wortfhip, without dicrimination or preference, fhall, for ever
hereafter, be allowed, within this fate, to all ank'md; provided
that the liberty of confcience, thereby declared fhall not be fo
conftrued as to excufe aéts of licentioufnefe, or juftify pradtices
inconGftent with the peace or fafety of this flate,

II. The rights, privileges, immunities and eftates of both ci-
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vil and religious focieties, and of corporate bodies, fhall remain
as if the confitution of this fate had not been altered or amended.
ARTICLE IX.

1. All power is originally vefted in the people ; and all free go-
vernments are founded on thew authority, and are m(htuted for
their peace, fafety, and happinefs.

11. No freeman of this ftate, fhall be taken, or imprifoned, or
diflifed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or
exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his life, liber-
ty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the law
of the land ; nor fhall any bill of attainder, ex poft facto law, or
law impairing the obligation of contraéts, ever be pal'fcd by the.
legiflature of this ftate.

I1I. The military fhall be fubordinate to the civil power."

IV. Exceflive bail fhall not be required, nor exceffive fines.
impofed, nor cruel punithments inflifted. '

V. The legiflature fhall not grant any title of nobility, or he-
reditary diftin&tion, nor create any office, the appointment to:

which fhall be for any longer time, than during good behaviour.. .~

VI. The trial by jury, as heretofore ufed in this ftate, and the-

liberty of the prefs, fhall be forever inviolably preferved..
ARTICLE X

1. The bufinefs of the treafury fhall be, in future condu&ted’
by two treafurers, one of whom fhall hold his office, and refide, .
at Columbia ; the other fhall hold his office, and refide in Chaulef- -

- ton.

II. The fecretary of ﬁate, and furveyor-general fhall hold
their offices both in Columbia and in Charleffon. They fhall
refide at one place, and their deputies at the other.

“ III. At the conclufion of the circuits, the judges fhall meet.
and fit at Columbia, for the purpofe of hearing and determining
all motions, which may be made for new trials, and in arreft of
judgments, and fuch points of law, as may be fubmitted to them.
From Columbia, they fhall proceed to Charlefton, and there hear
and determine all fuch motions for new tiials, and in arrelt of
judgment, and fuch points of law, as may be fubmitted to them..

IV. The governor fhall always refide, during the fitting of the
legiftature, at the place, where their feffion may be held ; and, at
all other times, wherever, in his opinion, the public good may
require.

V. The legiflature hall, as foon as may be couvenient, pals
laws, for the abolition of the rights of promigeniture, and for-
giving an equitable diftribution of the res eftate of inteftates. -
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ARTICLE XI.

No convertion of the peaple fhall be called, unlefs by the con-
currence of two thirds of both branches of the whole reprefenta-
ton.

No part of this conftitution thall be altered, unlefs a bill,.toal-
ter the fome, (hall have been read three times in the houfe of re-
preientaives, and three times in the fenate, and agreed to by two-
tnirds of both branches of the whole reprefentation ; neither fhall
any alieration take place, until the bill, fo agreed to, be publith-
ed thiee months, previous to a new eleétion for members to the-
houfe of reprefematives ; and if the alteration, propofed by the
legiflature, fhall be agreed to, in their firft feflion, by twe-thirds
«f the whole reprefentaiion in both branches of the legiftature,.
after the faine fhall have been read three times, or three feveral
days, in each houfe, then, and not otherwife, the fame fhall be.
come a part of thg conflitution.

Done in convention, at Columbin, in the ftate of South Caro-
lina, the third day of June, in the year of our Lord, 1790,.
and in the fourteenth year of the indepundence of the united.
flates.of America, .

Dy the vmanitous order of the convention,
CHARLES PINCKNEY, prefident.

e D G T @D v »
THe CONSTITUTION or e STATE or GEORGIA-

E, the underwritten delegates from the people, in con-

/' vention met, do declare, that the following articles fhall,

form the conftitution for the government of this flate, and, by

virtue of the powers in us vefted for that purpoié, do hereby ra-
1!y and confirm the fame.

ARTICLE I

1. The legiflative power fhall be vefted in two feparate and.
diftinét branches, towit: a fenate and houfe of reprefentatives,,
to be ftyled. *¢ The general affembly.”

1. The fenate thall be elected on the firk Monday in Oé&ober
in every third year, until fuch day of eleétion be altered by law ;,
and fhall be compefed of one member from each county, cho.
fen by the eletors thereofy and fhall continue for the term of
three years. ) :

Il. N> perfon fhall be a member of the femate, who fhail
net have cattained to the age of, twenty-cight years, and who.
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fhill not have been nine years an inhabitant of the united ftates, -
and three years a citizen of this ftate : and fhall be aun inhabi-

tant of that county for which he fhall be eleted, and have re-

fided therein fix momhs Tinmediately preceding his ele®ion,-and -

-fhall be poffefled in his own right of two hundred and fifty acres

of land, or fome property to the amount of two hundred and

fifty pounds.

IV. The fenate fhall ele&, by ballot, a prefident out of thexr' g
own body.

V. The fenate fhall have folely the powertotry all 1mpeach~~
ments.,

VI. The ele@tion of members for the houfe of reprefentatives
fhidll be annual, on the firft Manday in O&ober, until fuch day
of ele&ion be altered by law, and fhall be compofcd of members
from each county, in the following proportions : Camden, two ;
Glynn, two; Liberty, four; Chalham, five ; Effingham, " twog
Burke, four ; Richmond, four ; Wilkes, five ; .Wafhington, .
two ; Green, two ; and Franklin two. -

VII. No perfon fhall be a member of the houfe of reprefenta-
tives, who fhall not have attained to the age of twenty-one years, -
and bhave been feven years a citizen of -the united ftates, and two _
years an inhabitant of this ftate; and fhall be an inhabitant of
that county for which he fhall be elefted, and have refided therein -
three. months immediately preceding his' eleCtion; and fhall be
poffefled, in his own right, of two hundred acres of-land, or -
other property to'the amount of one hundred and. fifty pounds. |

V. The houfe of reptefentauves fhall choofe their {peaker -
and other officers.

I1X. They fhall have folely the power to impeach all perfons -
who have been or may be in-office.

X. No perfon, holding amilitary commiffion, or office of profit, -
under this or the united ftates, or either of them, (except juftices -
of the peace and officers of the militia) fhall be allowed to take
his feat as a member of either branchof the general affembly : nor -
thall any fenator or reprefentative be eletted to any office of pro-
fie which fhall be created during his appointment.

XI. The meeting of the general affenbly fhall be annual, on :
the firlt Monday in November, until fuch day of mzeting be al-
tered by law. .

XII. One-third of themembers of each branch fhall have pow=- -
erto proceed to bufinefs: but a fmaller number may adjourn -
from day to day,”and compel the attendance of the.r members in -
fuch manner -as each houfe may prefcribe, -

N..2:
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XIII. Eachhoufe fhall be judges of the ele&ions, returns, and
‘qualifications, of i's own members ; with powers to expel or pu.
-mifh for diforderly behaviour.

XIV. Nofenator or reprefentative fhall be liable to be arrefted -
during his attendance on the general affembly, or for a reafona-
ble tine in going thereto or returning home, except it be for trea-

fon, felony, or breachof the peace: nor fhall any member be
Jiable to anfwer for any thing fpoken in debate in either houfe,
in any courtor place elfewhere.

XV. The members of the fenate and houfe of reprcfentauvet
fhall take the following oath or affirmation: ¢ I, 4. B. do
folemnly fwear, (or affirm, as the cafe may be) that I have not
ebtained my eleftion by bribery or other unlawful means; and,
shat I will give my vote, on all queftions that may come before
me, as a {cnator, or reprefentative, in fuch manner, as, in my
judgment, will beft promote the good of this ftate ; and that I
fhall bear true faith and allegiance to the fame, and, to the ut-
molt of my power, obferve, fupport, and defend, the conllitution
thereof.”

XVI. The general affembly fhall have power to make all
laws and ordinances which they fhall deem neceflary and proper
for the good of the Rtate, which fhall not be repugnant to this
conftitution.

XVII. They fhall have power to alter the boundaries of the
prefent counties, and to lay off new ones, as well out of the
counties already laid off, as out of the other territory belonging
to the fftate. When a new county or counties fhall be laid off, out of
any of the prefent county or counties, fuch new county or coun-
ties fhall have their reprefentation apportioned out of the number
of the reprefentatives of the county or counties out of which, it
or they fhall be laid out: and when any new county fhall be
laid off in the vacant territory belonging to the ftate, fuch coun-
ty fhall have a number of reprefentatives, not exceeding three,
to be regulated and determined by the general affembly. And
ro monsy- fhall be drawn out of the trealury, or from the
public funds of thie fate, except by appropriations made by law.

XVI1I. Noclergyman of any denomination fhall be a member
of the general affembly.

ARTICLE IIL

1. The executive power fhall be vefted in a governor, who fhall
hold his. offize during the term of. two years,and fhall be elefted
in the following  manper :.
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1I. The houfe of reprefentatives fhall, on the fecond day of
their making a houfe, in the firft, and, in every fecond year
thereafter, vote by ballot for three perfons; and fhall makes
lift, contaiming the names of the perfons voted for, and of the
“number of votes for each perfon, which lift the {peaker “fhall fign
in the prefence of the houfe; and deliver it in perfon to the
fenate : and the fenate fhall, on the fame day, proceed by ballot,
to ele& one of the three perfons having the higheft number of
_votes : and the perfon having a majority of the votes of the fena«
tors prefent fhall be the governor.

" 1II. No perfon fhall be eligible to the office of governor, whe

fhall not have been a citizen of the united ftates twelve years,
and an inhabitant of this ftate fix years, and who hath not at-
tained to the age of thirty years, and who does not poflefs five
hundred acres of land, in his own right, within this ftate, and
other fpecics of property to the amount of one thoufand pounds
fterling. '

1V. In cafe of death, refignation,or difability of the governor,
the prefident of the fenate, thall exercife the executive powers of
government, until fuch difability be removed, or until the next
meeting of the general affembly. .

V. Thegovernor fhall, at ftated times, receive for his fervice,
a compenfation which fhall neither be increafed nor diminithed
during the period for which he fhall be eleéted ; meither fhall
he receive, within that period, any other emolument from the
united ftates, or any of them, or from any foreign power.. Be.
fore he enters on the execution of his office, he fhall take the fol-
Jowing oath or affirmation: ¢ I do folemnly fwear, (oraffirm,
as the cafe may be) that I will faithfully execute the office of
governor of the ftateof ‘Georgia, and will, to the beft of my
abilities, preferve, protet,and defend the faid ftate, and caufe
jultice to be executed with mercy therein, according to the con
fitution and laws of the fame.

VI. He thall be commander in chief, in and over the flate of
Georgia and of the militia thereof.

VII. He fhall have powers to grant reprigves for offences
againft the ftate, except in cafes of impeachment, and to grant
pardons, in all cafes after convition, except for treafon or mur-
der, in which cafes he may refpite the executien, and make a re.
port thereof to the next general aflembly, by whom a parden may
be granted.

VIII. He fhall iffue writs of eleftion to fill up all vacancies
that happen in the fevate or houfe of reprefentatives, and fhall have
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povser to convene the general aflembly on extraordinary occafi--

ns, and ‘hall give them, from time to time, information of the

: ftate of tiie republic, and recommend to their confideration fuch -

me.fures as he miy deem necoifury and expedient. .

Ix. In cale of dilagrcement betwen the fenate and houfe of

reprefentatives, wil rerpect to the time to which the general af-

fewnly fhall adjousn, Le may adjourn them to fuch time as the -

may think proper.

X. He fnall have the revifion of all bills pafied by both houfes, -

before the fame thali become laws : but two-thirds of both houfes
may p:a.(s a law, notwith&anding his dmnt, and, if any. bill thould

not b returned by the gavernor, within five days after it hath -
‘been preiented to him, the fame fhall be a law, unlefs the general -

affembly, by sheir adjournment, .thall prevent its return.

XI. The great feal of the fate fhall be depofited in theoffice of -

the fecretary, and it fhall not be affixed to any inftrument of .writ-

ing withaut it be by order of the governor, or general affembly : -
and the general aflsmbly may dire@l the great feal to be altered,

ARTICLE III

1." A fuperier court fhall be held in.each county twice-in every -
yyear, in whiclx fhall be tried, and brought to final decifion, all -
.caufes, civil and criminal, except -fuch as ‘may be -fubjet to a -
federal court, and {fuch as may; by law, be referred to inferior ju- -

rifdiction, .

II. The-general affembly fhall point out the modes of correfts -
ing errors and appeals, which fhall extend fo far as to "empower

the judges to direct a new trial by jury within.the county where

the aftion originated, and which fhall be final.
III. Courts merchant fhall be held as heretofore, fubjet to
fuch regulations as the.general aflembly may by law dire&.

IV, All caufes fhall be tried in the county where the defendant -

refides, except in cafes of real eftate, which fhall be tried in the

county where fuch-eftate lies, and in criminal cafes, which fhall .

be tried in the county where the crime fhall be committed. .
V. The judges of the fupreme ceurt and attorney-general thall
have a competent falary eftablithed by law, which fhall not be in-
. creafed nor diminithed during their centinuance: in office, and.
thall hold their commiffion during the term of three years. .

ARTICLE: 1V,
- L. The ele@ors of the members of both branches-of the. gene-
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sal affembly thall be citizens and inhabitants of this ftate, and
fiiall have attained to the age of twenty-one years, and have paid
tax for the year preceding the ele&ion, and fhall have :eﬁded fix
months within the county.

II. All eletions fhall be by ballot,. and the houfe of repre«
fentatives,. in all appointments. of ftate officers, thall vote for three
perfons ; and alift of the three perfons having the higheft number of
votes, thall be figned Ly the fpeaker, and fent to the fenate, which.
fhall from fuch lift determine, by a majority of their votes, the
officer ele&ted, except militia officers and the fecretaries of the go-
vernor, who fhall be.appointed by the governor alone,under fuch
regulations and reftrictions as the general affembly may prefcribe..
The general affembly may veft the appointment of inferior officers

. in the governor, the courts of jutice,,or in fuch other manner as
. they. may by law eftablith:

III. Freedom of the pre('s, and trial by j th" fhall remain-in-
. violate.

V. All perfons fhall be enmlcd to the benefit of the writ
Habeas Gorpus.

V. All perfons fhall have the free exercife of religion, without
being.obliged to. contribute to the fupport of any religious profefe
fion but their own.

'VI. Eftates thall not be entailed ; and when & perfon dies in-
teftate, leaving a wife and children, the wife fhall have. a child’s

_ fhare, or her dower, at her option ; if there-be o wife, the ef-
tate fhall be cqually divided among the children and their legal.
reprefentatives of the firft degree. The diftribution of all oth:r
- inteftate eftates may be reguhned by law.

Vil. At the general ele®ion for members of affembly, in the
year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-four, the eletors in

_each county fhall ele&t three perfons to reprefent them in a eon-
vention, for the purpofe of taking into confideration the altera-
tions neceffary to be made in this conftitution, who fhall meet at
fuch time and place as the general affembly may appoint : and if
two-thirds of the whole number fhall meet and concur, they fhail
procecd to agree on fuch alterations and amendments, as they may
think proper. Provided, that after two-thirds fhall have concur-
red to proceed to alterations and amendments, a-majority (hall de-
termine on the particulars of fuch alterations and amendments.

VILI. This conftitution fhall take effect,.and be in full force,
en the firt Monday in O&ober next, after the adoption of the
fame ; and the executive fhall be authorifed to alter the time for

- the fitting of the fuperior courts, {o that the fame may not in-
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terfere with the annual ele®ions in the refpe&ive counties, or the
me:ting of the fii ft general aﬂ'embly
Done at Augufta,in convention, the fixth day of May, in the
year of our Lord, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-
pine, and in the year of the fovereignty and independence
of the united ftates, the thirteenth.
W, GIBBONS, prefident and delegate from Chatham.

Afa Emaruel, Juitus H. Scheuber, Chatham.
Benjamin Lamer, John Green, N. Brownfon, Effingham.
David Emanuel, Hngh Lawfon, William Little, Burke.
Abr. Marfhal, W. F. Booker, Leanard Marbury, Richmond.
John Talbot, Jeremiah Walker, Wilkes.
Lauehlan M¢Intoth, . Liberty.
Alexander Biffet, Glynr.
Jared Irwin, Jehn Watts, Jothua lelhms, - Wathington,
Middleton Woods, Franklin,
Jofeph Carmichael, Henry Karr, Greene,
Attett, D. LONGSTREET, fec'ry.
—— W ——

THE CONSTITUTION OF VERMONT.

HEREAS all government ought to be inftituted and fup-

ported for the fecurity and prote&tion of the community

as fuch, and to enable the individuals, who compofe it, to enjoy

their natural rights, and the other bleflings which the Author of

exiftence has beftowed upon man : and whenever thofe great ends

of government are not obtained the people have a right, by com-

mon confent, to change it, and take fuch meafures as to them may
appear neceflary, to promote their fafety and happinefs.

And whereas the inhabitants of this ftate have (in confidera~
tion of prote&ion only) heretofore acknowledged allegiance to
the king of Great Britain: and the faid king has not on-
ly withdrawn that prote&ion, but commenced and fiil continues
to carry on, with unabated vengeance, a moft cruel and unjuft
war againft them ; employing therein not only the troops of
Great Britain, but foreign mercenaries, favages, and flaves, for

. the avowed purpofe of reducing them to a total and abje& fub-
wmiflion to the defpotic domination of the Britifh parliargent, with
many more als of tyranny, (more fully fet forth in the declara-
of congrefs) whereby all allegiance and fealty to the faid king
and his fucceffors, are diffolved and at an end ; and all power
aod authority derived from him ceafed in the American colonies.
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4 whereas the territory, which now osmprehends the Rate
:rmont, did antecedently of right belong to the government

~v Xlampfhire, and the former governor thereof, viz. his ex-

«cy Benning Wentworth, efq. granted many charters of

and corporations witlin this fate to the prefent inhabitants
>thers. And whereas the late licutenant.governor Colden, of

York, with others, did, in violation of the tenth command,
¢ thofe very lands: and by a falfe reprefentation, nmade to
:ourt of Great Britain, (in the year 1764, that for the con-
ence of trade and adminiftration of juftice, the inhabitanes
¢ deflrous of being annexed to that government) obtained ju~
i€tion of thofe very identical lands, ex parte, which ever was

is difagreeable to the inhabitants. Ang whereas the legifla-
2 of New York ever have, and fill continue to difown the
'd people of this ftate, in their landed property, which will
>ear in the complaints hereafter inferted, and in the 36th fece
n of their prefent conflitution, in which is eftablithed the grants

\and made by that government. :
They have refufed to make re-grants of our lands to the origi-
1 proprietors and occupants, unlefs at the exorbitant rate of
1300 dollars fees for-each townthip ; and did enhance the quit-
ant three~fold, and demanded an immediate delivery of the title
erived £from New Hampthire.

The judges of their fupreme court have made afolemn declara.
ion, that the charters, conveyances, &c. of the lands included in
he before defcribed premifes, were utterly null and void, oa
wvhich faid title was founded. In confequence of which declara-
tion, writs of poffeflion have been by them iflued, and the fheriff
of the county of Albany fent at the head of fix or feven hundred
men, to enforce the execution thereof.

They have pafled an =&, annexing a penalty thereto, of thirty
pounds fine, and fix months imprifonmeat, on any perfon whe
thould refufe affiting the fheriff, after being requefted, for the
purpofe of executing writs of pofleffion,

The governors Dunmore, Tryon, and Colden, have made re.
grants of feveral tras of land included in the premifes, to certain
favourite land jobbers in the government of New York, in direct
violation of his Britannic mzjcfty’s exprefs prohibition, in the
year 1767.

They have ifflued proclamations, wherein they have cffered
large fums of money for the purpofe of apprehending thole very
perions, who have dared boldly and pubhcly to appear i in defence
of their jult rights.
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They did pals twelve alls of outlawry on the ninth day of -
March, A. D. 1774, empowenng the refpetive judges of their
fupreme court to award execution of death againft thofe inhabi-
tants in faid diftrit, that they fhould judge to be nﬂ"enda:,‘
withoyt trial.

They have and fill continue an umu& claim to thofe lands,
which greatly retards emigration into any fettlement of this
ftate.

They have hired foreign troops, emxgranu from Scotland, st
two different times, and armed them to drive us out of poficffion.

They have fent the favages on our frontiers to diftrefs us.

They have proceeded to ereét the counties of Cumberland and
Glocefter, and eftablifh, courts of juflice there, after they were
difcountenanced by the authority of Great Britain.

The free convention of the flate of New York, at Harlem, in
the year 1776, unanimoufly voted, ¢ that.all quit-rents, formerly
due to the king of Great Britain, are now due, and owing to this
convention, or {uch future government as fball be hereafter efta.
blithed in this ftate.”

In the feverul fages of the aforefaid oppreffions, we have pe-
titioned his Britannic majelty in the moft humble manner for re.’
dre(s, and have at very great expence, received feveral reports ia
our favour : and in cther inftances, wherein we have petitioned-
the late legiflative authority of New York, thofe petitions have
been treated with negleft. And whereas, the local fituation of
this ftate from New York, which, at the extreme part, is upward
of four hundred and fifty miles from she feat of that govern.
ment, renders it extreme difficult to continue under the jurif-
diétion of faid ftate.

Therefore it is abfolutely neceffary, for the welfare and fafety
of the inhabitants of this flate, that it fhould be henceforth a free
and indcpendent flate, and that a jult, permanent, and proper
form of guvernmeot fhould exift in it, derived from and founded
on the authority of the people only, agiecable to the dire&ion of
the honourable American congrefs.

We the repreientatives of the freemen of Vermont, in ge-
neral convention met, for the exprefs purpofe of farming fuch a
government—confeffing the goodnefs of the great govermor of
the univerfe (who alone knows to what degree of earthly happi-
nels mankind may attain by perfefling the arts of government)
iv permitting the people of this ftate, by common confent, and
without violence, deliberately to forin for themfelves fuch juft
rules as they fhall think beft, for governing theis future focicty
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d being fully convinced, that it is our indifpenfible duty to
lith fuch original principles of government as will ‘beft pro.

the general happinets of the people of this ftate, and their
rity, and provide for future improvements, without partia-
‘or, or prejudice againft, any particular clafs, fe&t, or deno-
stion of men whatever—do, by virtue of authority velted in
7 our conflituents, ordain, declare, and cltablifh, the follow-.
declaration of rights, and frarse of government, to be the
itution of this commonwealth, and to remain in force
sin forever unaltered, except in fuch articles as fhall
fter on experience be found to require improvement, and
h fhall, by the fame authority of the people, fairly delegated,
is frame of government direéts, be amended or improved, for
10re effeual obtaining and fecuring the great end and defigm
| government, herein before mentioned,

CHAPTER L

claration of the rights of the inkabitants of the fiate of Ver-
: : mont. . : :

HAT all men are born equally free and independent, and
have certain natural, inherent, and unalienable rights ;
ygit which are, tht enjoying and defending life and liberty—
iring, poffeffing, and proteting property—and purfuing and
ning happinefs and fafety. Therefore, o male perfon, born
is country, or brought from over fea, ought to bs hdlden
W to ferve any perfon, as a fervant, flave, or apprentice, af-
e arrives te the 2ge of twenty-oae years 3 nor fzmale, in like
1er, after fhe arrives to the age of eightcen years ; unlefs they
ound by their own confent after they arrive to fuch age ; or
d by law far the payment of debts, damages, fines, cofts, or
ke. ’
. That private property ought to be fubfervient to public
when neceffity requires it ; neverthelefs, whenever any par+
1 man’s property is taken for the ufe of the public, theown-
1ght to receive an equivalent in money.
I. That all men have a naturzl and unalienable right, to
\ip' Almighty God, accerding to the_diftates of their owa
iences and underftandings, as in their opinion fhall be regu-
by the word of God; and that no man ought, or of right
e corapelled to attend any religious worthip, or ere&t or
it any place of worfhip, or maintain any minifter, contrary
: diftases of lis confcience ; nor can any man be juftly de-
o o) :
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privad or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of
his religious fentiments, or peculiar mode of rehgnous worfhip ;
and that no authority can, or ought to be vefted in, or affumed
by, any power whatfoever, that fhall in any cafe interfere with,
or in any manner controul, the rights of cenfcience, in the free ex+
ercife of religious worthip : neverthelefs, every fc& or denomina-

"tion of chriftians ought to obferve the Sabbath or Lord’s day,
2nd keep up fome fort of religions worfhip, which to them fhall
feemn moft agreeable to the revealed will of God.

V. Every perfon within this commonwealth ought to find a
certain remedy, by having recourfe to the laws, for all injuries
or wrongs which he may receive in his perfon, property,or
_charaller : he ought to obtain right and juftice freely, and with-
out teing obliged to purchafeit—completely, and withoutany
denial—p:omptly, and without delay ; conformably to the laws.

V. That the people of this ftate, by their legal reprefentatives,
have the fole, exclufive, and inherent right, of governingand re-
gulating the internal police of the fame.

VI. That all power being originally inherent in, and confe-
- quently derived from, the’ people—therefore all offcers of go-
vernment, whether lcg(ﬂn.vc of executive, are théir truftees and
fervants, and atall tlmcs, in a legal way, accountable to them.

VII. That government is, or ought to be; inftituted for the
common benefit, prote&tion, and fecurity,of the people, nation,
or community, and not for the particular emolument or advan-
tage of any fingle man, family, or fet of men, who are a part on-
ly of that community : and that the community hath an indubit-
rble, unalienable, and indefeafible right, to reform or alter go-
vernment, in fuch manner as fhall be, by that comnrunity, judg-
ed molt conducive to the public weal.

" VIII. That thofe, who are employed in the legiflative and exe-

cutive bufinefs of the ftate, may be reftrained from oppreffion,

the people have a 1ight, by their legal reprefentatives, to epa&
laws for reducing their public officers to a private ftation, and for
fupplying their vacancies in a conftitutional marner, by regular
eleétions, at fuch periods as they may think proper.

IX. That all eletions cught to be free and withont corrup.
tion; and that all freemen, having a fuflicient evident common
intereft with, and attachment to, the cominunity, have a right te
cle&t officers, and be eleted into office. )

" X. That every member of fociety hath a right to be protefted
in *the énjoyment of life, liberty, and property ; and therefore
i bound: to coutribute his proportion towards the expenfe of that
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prote@jon, and yield his perfonal fervice, when neceffary, or an

equivalent thereto : but no part of a man’s property can be juft-
ly takea from him, or applied to public ufes, without his own’
confent, ar that of the reprefentative body of the freemen; nor
can a0y man, who is con{cientioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms;-
be juttly compelled thereto, if he will pay fuch equivalent: nor
are the people bound by any law, but fuch as they have in like
manner affented to, for their commoa good. And previous to any
law being made, to raife a tax, the purpofe, for which it is to be
raifed, ought toappear evident to the legiflature, to be of more"
fervice to the community, than the money would be, if not col«
leted.

XI. That in all profecutions for criminal offences, a man bath:
a right to be heard by himfelf and his counfel—to demand- the
caufe and nature of his accufation—to be confronted with the
witneffes—to call for evidence in his favour, and a fpeedy pubiic’
rial by an impartial jury of the country, without thie unanimous
wonfent of which jury he cannot be found guilty—nos can he be
ompelled to give evidence againft himfelf—nor can any man:
ie july deprived of his liberty, except by the laws of the Jaud, or
1e judgrent of his peers.

X{I. Thatthe people have a right to hold themfelves, theiy:
oufes, papers and pofleflions, free from fearch or feizure : and -
erefore warrants, without oaths or affirmations firft made, af-
rding fufficient foundation for them, and whereby any officer
meflenger may be commanded or required to fearch fufpeéted -
ices, or to feizeany perfon or perfons, his, her, ortheir proper-
, not particularly defcribed, - are contrary to that right, and -
ght net to be granted.
XIII. Thatno warrant or writ to attich the perfon or eftate
any freeholder within this ftate, fhall be iffued in civil aétion, -
hout the perfon or perfons, who may requeft fuch warrant or
ichinent, firft make oath, or affirm before the authority who
¢ be requefted to iffue the fanie, that he or they-are in danger-
ofing his, her,or their debts. }
{IV. Thatwhen an iffue in fa&, proper for the cognizance of |
ry, is joined in a court of law, the parties have a right 1o a tri- -
vy jury ; which ought'to be held facred.

V. That the people have a right to freedom of fpeech, and of -
ing and publifhing their fentiments, concerning thetranfac-
of government—and therefore the freedom of the prefs ouglu®
‘0 be reftrained. . )
VI. The freedom of dcliberution; fpeech, and debate, in the-
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legiflature, is fo eff:ntial to the rights of the people, that it can-
pat be the foundation of any accufation or profecution, attion or
eonmplaine, inany cther court or place whatfoever,

XVII. The power of fufpending laws, or the execution of
laws, ought never to be exercifed, but by the legiflature, or by
authority derived from it, %o be exercifed in fuch particular cafes
only as the legiflature fhail exprefcly provide for.

XVIIL Th:t the people have a right to bear arms, for the de-
fence of themfelves and the ftate :—and as ftanding armies, in the
time of pe2ce, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept
up ; and that the military fhould be kept under fri€t fubordination
to, ud governed by the civil power.

XIX. Thatno perfon in this commonwealth can, in any cafe,
be fubjeted to law-martial, or to any penalies or pains, by virtue
of that law, except thele employed in the army, and the militiain
altual fervice,

XX. That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a
fism adherence to juftice, moderation, temperance, induftry, and
frugality, are abfolutely neceffary to preferve the bleffings of li-
beity, and keep government free s the people ought thereforé to
pay particular attention to thefe points, in the choice of officers
and reprefentatives ; and have aright, in a legal way, to exaéta
due and conftant regard to them, from their legiflators and ma-
giitrates, in the making and executing fuch laws, as are neceffa-
ry for the good government of the fate.

XXI. That all people have a natural and inherent right to emi-
grate from one flate toanother, that will receive them ; or to form
a new ftate in vacant countries, or in fuch countries as they can
purchafe, whanever they think that thereby they can promote theix
own happinefs.

XXIIL. That the peop'e have a right to affemble together, to
confult for their common good—to inftruét their reprefentatives
—and to apply to the legiflature for redrefs of grievances, by
addrefs, petition, or remonftrance.

XXIII, Thet no perfon fhall be liable to be tranfported out:
of this ftate, for trial for any offence committed within the fame.

CHAPTER IL

PLAN or FRAME or GOVERNMENT.
Selt, 1. HE commenwealth, or ftate, cf Vermeont, fhall
be gaverred hereafter, by a gevernor, (or lieute-
mnt-governor) council, and an aflembly of the reprefenia.
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tives of the freemen of the fame, in manner and form foilowing -

I1. The fupreme legiflative power fhall be vefted in a houfe -
of reprefentatives of the freemen, or commonwealth, or ftate, of -
Vermont. ’

111, The fupreme executive power fhiall be vefted in a gover--
nor, (or, inhis abfence, a lieutenant-governor) and council.

IV, Courts of juftice fhall be maintained in every county in-
this ftate; and alfo in new counties when formed ; which courts
fhall be open for the trial of - all caufes proper for their cogni-
znce, and jultice fhall be therein impartially adminiftered, with-
»ut corruption, or unneceffary delay. The judges of the fupreme -
ourt fhall be jufices of the peace throughout the ftate : and
he feveral judges of the county courts; in their refpetive coun-
ss, by virtue of - their officers, (except in the trial of fuch caufes -
1 may be appealedto the county court. - ’

V. A futare legiftature may, when they fhall conceive the fame -
- be expedient and neceffary, ereét a coust of chancery, with:
ch powers: as are ‘ufually exercifed by that court, or as fhall:
pear for the intereft of the commonwealth. Provided they da*
t conftitute - themfelves the judges of the faid court.
VI. The legiflative, executive, and judiciary departments, fhall
feparate and diftin&, fo that neither exercife the powers proa -
1y belonging:to the other. .
V1. In order that: the freemen of this ftate may enjoy the be<-
t of eleftion, as equally as may be, each town within this -
=, that confifts, .or may confilt, of eighty taxable inhabitants, .
1in one feptenary or feven years next after the eftablifhing
conftitutikon, may hold eleftions therein, and choofe each’
reprefentatives : and each -other inhabited town in this ftate, .
» in like-manner, choofe each one reprefentative, to reprefent -
. in general aflembly, during the faid feptenary or feven -
3 : and after that, each inhabited town may, in like manner, .
fuch elettion, and choofe cach oue reprefentative forever
after.
IT. The houfe of reprefentatives, of the freemen of this:

thall confiftof perfons moft noted for wifdom and virtue, .

chofen by ballot, by the freemen of every town in this
elpeélively, on the fiuft Tuefday of Septzmbes annually, .
r. .

"The reprefentatives, fo chofen, (a majority of whom fhall -
ute a quorum for tranfalting any other bufinefs than

a {tate tax, for which two-thirds of the mempers clefigl
Os
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!l be prefent) fhall mest an the fecond Thurfday of the fuc~
ceeding O&tober, and fhall be yled, Tbe general affembly of the
Slate of Vermont : they thall have power to choofe their {peaker,
fccreeary of the ftate, their clerk and other neceflary officers of
the houfe—fit on their own adjournments—prepare bills, and
" enat them into laws—judge of the eletions and qualifications
of their own members: they may expel members, hut not for
caufes known to their cunltituents aptecedent to their eledtion s
they may adminiiter oaths, or affirmations, in matters depending
before them—redrefs giievances—impeach ftate criminals—grant
charters of incorporation—conftitute towns, boroughs, cities, and
counties : they may annually, in their firft feflion after their elec-
tion, and at other times, when vacancies happen, chqofe dele-
g:tes to congrefs : and fhail alfo, in conjun&ion with the coun-
cil, annually, (or oftener if need be) ele€t judges of the fupreme
and feveral county and probate courts, fheriffs, and juftices of
the peace: and alfo, with the council, may ele&t major-gene-
rals and brigadier-generals, from time to time, as often as there
fhall beoccafion : and they fhall have all other powers neceffary
for the legiflature of a free and fovereign Rate: but they fhall
have no power to add to, alter, abalifh, or infringe, any part of
this conRitution.

X. The fupreme executive council of this Rate, fhall confit
of g governor, lieutenant-governor, and twelve perfons, chofen
in the following manner, viz. Tte freemen of each. toewn fhall,
on the day of eletion for choofing reprefentatives to attend the
general affembly, bring in their votes for governor, with his name
f.mly wnmen, to the conﬁahle. who fhall feal them up, and
wiite on them, Votes for the Gouernor, and deliver them to the
reprefentative chofen to attend the general affembly : and at the
opening of the general affembly, there (hall be.a committee ap-
pointed out of the council and aflembly, who, after being culy
fworn to the faithful difeharge of their truft, fhall proceed tw
rec:ive, fort, and count the votes for the governor, and declare
the perfon who has the msjor part of the votes, to be governor

" for the year eniuing. And if there be ao choice made, then
the council and general aflembly, by their join ballet, fthall make
ehoice of a governor,

The heutenait-governor and treafurer fhall be chofen in the
manner above dire@el. And each freeman fhall give in tweive
votes for twelve councillors, in - the fame Juaanzr @ and the.

twelve higheft in nomination fhall {crve for the enfuing year s
souncillors, .
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XI. The governor, and, in his abfence, ‘the lieutenant-go.
vernor, with the council, (a major part of whom, includiog the
governor or lieutenant-goyernor, fhall be a quorum to tranfaét
bufine(s) fhall have power to commiflicnate all officers—and alfo
to appoint officers, except where provition is or thall be other-
wife made by law, or this frame of government; and fhall fup-
ply every vacancy in any officc occafianed by death or Sther-
wife, until the office can be filled in the manner direéted by law
or this conflitution. They areto correfpond. with othier %ates
tranfaét bufinefs with officers of government, civil 4.4 miiitary, -
and to prepare fuch bufinefs as may appear to them neceffary to
lay before the general affembly, They fhall fit as judgs to hear
and determine on impe:chments, takinz 1o their affiltance, for
advice mnly, thejudges of the fupreme court—and fhall have powa
er to grant pardons, and remit fines in all cales whatfoever, exa
cept in treafon and murder, in which they fhall have power to
grant reprieves, but not to pardon, wiitil afier the end of the
next feflion of aflembly—and except in cafes of impeachment,
in which there thall be no remiffion or mitigation of punifhment,
but by a& of legiflation. They are aifo to take care that the
laws be faithtully executed. They are to expedite the execution
of fuch nieafures as may be refolved upon by the general affem.
bly 1 and they may draw upon the treafurer for {uch fums as may
be appropriated by the houfe of reprefentatives, They may alfo
lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any commodity,
for any time not exceeding thirty days, in the recefs of the houfe
enly : they may grant (uch licenfes as fhall be diretted by law,
and fhall have power to call together the general affembly, when
neceflury, before the day to which they fhall fand adjourned.
The governor fhall be captain-general and commander in chief of®
the forces of the ftate, but fhall not coinmand in perfon, except
advifed thereto by the council, and then only as long as they fhall-
approve thereof : and the licutenant-governor thall, by virtue of
his office, be lieutcnant-general of all the torces of the ftate. The
governor, or lieutenant-governor, and the council, thall meet at
the time and place with the general affembly : the lieutenant- goa
vernor fhall, during the prefence of the commander in chief, vote
and aét as one of the council ; and the gowernor, and, in his ab.
fence, the licutenant-governor, fhall, by virtue of their offices,
prefide in council, and have a cafting, but no other vote. Eve.
ry member of the council thail be a joftice of the peace for the
whole ftate, by virtue of his office, The governor and council
fhall bave a fecretary, and keep fair books of their proceedings,
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wherein any councillor may enter his diffent, with his reafons to-
fupport it. i

X1I. The reprefentatives, having met, and chofen their fpeaker
and cievk, thall each of them, before they proceed to bufinefs,
take and fubfcribe, as well the oath or affirmation of allegiance
herein after direfted (except where they fhall produce certificates

of their having therefore taken and fubfcribed the fame) as- the:

following oath or affirmation, viz..

Y ou eeeeeeeeemeeeee— d0 folemaly fwwear, (or affirm) that,
asa member of thisaffembly,. you will not propofe, or affent to,
any bill, vote, or refolution, which fhall appear to yeu injurious-
to the people; nor do, or confent to any aét or thing whatever,
that fhall have a tendency to leflen or abridge their rights and pri-
vileges as declared by the conftitation of this ftate; but will, ia
l things, conduét yourfelf as a faithful, honeft reprefentative
and guardian of the people, according to the beft of your judg--
ment and abilities. (In cafe of #n oath) So help you God. (And
in cafe of an affirmation) Usder the pains and penalties of per-

ury.
. .Xnd each member,. before he takes his feat, .fhall make and
fubfcribe the following declaration, viz.

You do believe in one God, the creator and' governor of the-
wniverfe, the rewarder of the good, and punither of the wicked..
And you do acknowledge the fcriptures of the old and new tef-
tament to be given by-divine infpiration ; and own and profefs the
proteftant religion.

And no further or other: religious - tet fhall ever hereafter be
required of any civil officer or magiftrate, in this ftate. -

XIII. The doors of the houfe, in which the general affembly
of this commonwealth fhall fit, fhall be open for the admiffion
of all perfons who behave decently, except only when the welfare
of the ftate may require themto be fhut..

XIV. The votes and proceedings of the general affembly fhall
be printed (when one-third of the members think it neceffary) as
foon as conveniently may be, after the end of- each feffion, with
the yeas and nays on any queftion, when required by any member,
(except where the votes fhall be taken by ballot) in which cafe
every member fhall bave a right to infert the reafons of bis vote

upon the minutes.

XV. The ftyle of the laws of this ftate, in future to be pal-
fed, thall be. It is bereby enalted by the general affembly of the
Slate of Vermont.

XVI, To theend thet Jaws, before they are enated, ‘may be [more
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maturely confidered, and the inconvenience of hafty determina-

tions as much as poffible prevented, all bills which originate in

the affembly fhall be laid befcre the governor and council, for their
revifion, and concurremce, or propofals of amendment ; who fhall
return the fame to the affembly, with their propofals of amend-
ment (if any) in writing : and if the fame are not agreed to by
the affembly, it fhall be in the power of the governor and coun-
ail to fulpend the pafling of fuch bills until the next feffion of
the legiflature. Provided, that if the governor and council fhall
negle& or refufe to return any fuch bill to the affembly with
written propofals of amendment, within five days, or before
the rifing of the legiflature, the fame fhall bécome a law.

XVII. No perfon ought, in any cafe, or in any time, to be de-
tlared guilty of treafon or felony by the legiflature.

XVIII. Every man, of the full age of" twenty-one years, hav-
ng refided in this fate, for the fpace of one whole year, next be-
ore the ele&tion of reprefentatives, and is of a quiet and peacea-.
le behaviour, and will take the following oath, (or affirmation)
hall be entitled to all the privileges of a freeman of this ftate,

You folemnly fwear, (or affirm) that whenever you give your
ote or fuffrage, touching any matter that concerns the ftate of
‘ermont, you will do it fo as in your confcience you (hall judge
ill moft conduce to the beft good of the fame, as efablithed by
e conftitution, without fear or favour of any man.

X1X. The inhabitants of this commonwealth fhall be trained
id armed for its defence, under fuch regulations, reftriftions,
«d exceptions, as the general affenbly fhall by law direét. The
seral companies of militia fhall, as often as vacancies happen,
& their captains and other inferior officers; and the captains
d fubalterns fhall nominate and recommend the field officers of
zir 1efpe&tive regiments, who fhall appoint their faff officers.
XX. All commiffions fhall be in the name of the freemen of
ftate of Vermont, fealed with the ftate feal, figned by the go-
nor, and in his abfence the licutenant.gévernor, and attefted
the fecretary ; which. feal fhalt be kept by the council.
<XI. Every ofticer of itate, whether judicial or executive, fhall
liable to be impeached by the general aflembly, either when in
ze, or after his refignation, or removal for mal-adminiftration.
impeachments fhall be before the governor or lientenant-gce
10or, and council, who fhall hear and determine the fame, and
-+ award cofts.
X1I. As every free man, to preferve his independence, (if
out a fufficient titate) ought to have fome profeflion, calling,
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trade, or farm, wherehy he may honeftly fubfift, there can be ne
neceflity for, nor ufe in eftabiifhing offices of profit, the ufual ef-
f2&s . 1" which are dependance and fervility, unbecoming free-
men, .0 the pofl:ffors or expelants, fattion, contention, cor rup-
tion wd difurder, among the people. But if any man is called into
public fervice, to the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right
to a reafonable compenfauon 3 and whenever an office, through
increafe of fees or otherwife, becomes fo profitable as to occafion
many to apply for it, the profits ought to be leffened by the le-
giflature, And if uny officer fhall take greater or other fees than
the laws allow him, either direttly or indirectly, it fhall ever af-
ter difqualify him from holding any office i this {tate.

XXIIL No perfon, in this fate, thall be capable of holding or
txexcmng more than one of the following offices, at the fame
time, viz. governor, licutenant governor, judge of the fupreme
court, treafurer of the ftate, member of the council, member of
the general affembly, furveyor.general, or fheriff.

XXIV. The weafurer of the ftate fhall, before the governor
and council, give fufficient fecurity to the fecretary of the fate, in
behalf of the general aflembly ; and each high fheriff, before the
firh judge of the county court, to the treafurer of their refpeive
countics, previous to their refpelively. entering wpon- the - execus
tion of their offices, in fuch manner, and in fych fums, as fhall
be direfted by the legiflature.

XXV. The treafurer’s accounts fhall be annually audited, and
a fair ftate thereof, laid before the general afembly, at their fef-
fion in O&ober.

XXVI. Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or tmhtary,
in authority under this ftate, before, he enter upon the execution
of his office, fhall take and fubfcribe the following oath or affire
mation of allegiance to this ftate, (unlefs he fhall produce evie
dence that he has before taken the fame) and alfo the following
oath or affirmation of office, (except fuch as fhall be exempted
by the legiflature) viz,

The outh or affirmation of allegiance.

You do folemnly fwear, (or 2ffirm) that you will be true and
faithful to the ftate of Vermont; and that you will not, du'e&ly
or indiretly, do any a& or thing injurious to the conftitution or
government thereof, as eftablithed by convention. (If an oath).
So help you God. (If an affirmation) Under the pains and pe-
nalties of perjury.

) The oath or affirmation of office.
You e — do folemnuly fwear, (or afirm)-
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u will faithfully execute the office of ———ammsa for the
— of ; and will therein do equal right and juf-
1 men, to thie beft of your judgment and abilities, according
(If an oath) So-help you God. (If an affirmation) Under
1s and penalties of perjury.’

‘1I. Any delegate to congre{s may be fupﬂfedcd at any
7 the general affembly appointing another in his ftead. No

111 be capable of being a delegate to reprefent this ftate in

s for more than three years, in any term of lix years :—

perfon, who holds any office in the gift of congrefs, fhall,

the time of his holding fuch office, be ele@ed to reprefent
¢ in congrefs.

"IIE. Trials of iffues, proper for the cognizance of a ju-
he fupreme and county courts, fhall be by jory, except

narties otherwife agree : and great care ought to be taken

:nt corruption or partiality in the choice and return, or

ment of juries.

X. All profecutions fhall commence by the authority of
: of Vermont—all indi&ments thall conclude with thefe
Againfl the peace and dignity of the flate,” And aﬂ fines
: proportionate to the offences.

€. The perfon of a debtor, where there is not ftrong pre

n of frand, thall not be continued in prifon, after deliver-
and afligning over, .bona fide, all his eftate, real and per~
n poﬁ'eﬂion, reverfion, or remainder, for the ufe of his
*s, in fucli manner as fhall be hereafter regulated by law :

| prifoners, unlefs in execution, or committed for capital

g, when the proof is evident or prefumption great, fhall

:ble by fufficient fureties: nor fhail exceflive bail be exa&t-

bailable offences.

KI. All eletions, whether by the people, or in general af-

, fhall be by ballot, free and voluntary : and any eleétor,

.11 receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, drink,
or otherwife, fhall forfeit his right to eleft at that time,

ffer fuch other penalty as the laws fhall dirett: and "any

who fhall, dire&tly or in'ire&ly, give, promile, or beftow,
ch rewards to be eleéted, fhall thereby be rendered incapable
¢ for the enfuing year, and be (ubje&t to fuch further pu.

:nt as a fature legiflvtore fhall diredt.

XII. All deeds and conveyances of land fhall be recorded

town clerk’s office, in their refpetive towns ; and, for wast

'y in the county clerk’s office of thé¢ fame county.
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XXXIII. The legiflature fhall regulate entails in fuch manae
85 to prevent perpetuities,

XXXIV. To deter more effeftually from the commiffion. of
crimes, by continued vifible punifhment, of leng duration, and
to make {anguinary punithment lefs neceflary, means ought to be
provided for punithing by hard-labour, thofe who fhall be convic-
ted of crimes not capital, whereby the criminal fhall be employed
for the benefit of the public, or for reparation of injuries doneto
private perfons : and all perfons, at proper times, ought to be
permitted to fee them at their labour.

XXXV. The eftates of fuch perfons as may deftroy their own
lives, fhall not for that offence, be forfeited, but defcend or af-
cend in the fame manner as if {uch perfons had died in a natueal
way. Nor fhall any article, which fhall accidentally occafion the
death of any perfon, be henccforth deemed a deodand, or ia
any wife forfeited on account of fuch misfortune.

XXXVI. Every perfon of good charalter, who comes to fet-

tle in this ftate, having firft taken an oath or affirmation of allegi-
ance to the fame, may purchafe, or by other juft means, acquire,
hold and transfer land, or other real eftate; and, after one year’s
refidence, fhall be deemed a free denizen thereof, and entitled to
all the rights of a natural born fubje& of this ftate, except that
he fhall not be capable of being eleted governor, lieutenant-go-
vernor, treafurer, councillor, or rePrefematwe in aflembly, uatil
after two years refiderce.
b XXXVII. The inhabitants of this ftate, fhall have liberty,
in feafonable times, to hunt, and fowl on the lands they hold, and
on other lands not inclofed ; and in like manner to fifh in all
boatable and other waters, not private property, under proper re-
gulations, to be hereafter made and provided by the general af-
fembly.

XXXVIII. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and pre-
vention of vice and immorality, ought to be conftantly kept in
force, and duly executed : and a competent number of fchools
"ought to be maintained in each town, for the convenient inftruc-
tion of ycuth ; and one or more grammar fchool> be incorporat-
ed, and properly fupported in each county in this flate. And all
réligious focieties, or bodies of men, that may be hereafter united
or incorporated, for the advancement of religion and learning,
or for other pious and charitable purpofes, fhall be encouraged
and pretedted in the enjoyment of the pnvnleges, immunities, and
eftates, which they in jultice aught to enjoy, under fuch regulati-
ons as the general afembly ‘of this ftate fhall dire&.



'

of VERMONT, 157

XEXXIX, The declaration of the political rights and privileges
of the inhabitants of this flate, is hereby declared to be a part of
the conftitution of this commonwealth’; and ought not to be vi-
olated on any pretence whatfoever. -

XL. Inorder that the freedom of this commonwealth may be
jpreierved inviolate forever, there fhall be chofen by ballot, by
the freemen of this fta’e, on the lat Wednefday in March, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, and on the
Jaft Wednefday in March in cvery feven years thereafter, thirteen
perfone, who fhall be chofen in the fame manner the council is
chofen, except that they fhall not be out of the council or general
aflembly, to be called the council of cenfors ; who fhall meet toe
pether on the firlt Wednefday of June next enfuing their elettion,
the majority of whom fhall be a quorum in every cafe, exeept
as tocalling a convention, in which two-thirds of the whole
number eletted fhall agree : and whofe duty it fhall be to enquire
whether the conttitution has been preferved inviolate in every part,
during the laft feptenary (including the year of their fervice) ;
and whether the legiflative and executive branches of governe
. menthave performed their duty, as guardians of the people, or
afflumed to themfelves, or exercifed other or greater powers
than they are entitled to by the conflitution : they are alfo to en
quire, whether the public taxes have beem juftly laid and col.
leéted in all parts of this commonwealth——~in what “‘manner the
public monies have been difpoled of—and whether the laws have
‘been duly executed. For thefe purpofes, they fhall have power
to fend for perfons, papers, and records; they flall have aue
thority to pafs public cenfures—to order impeachments—and to
recommend to the legiflature the repealing fuch laws as appear
to them to have becn enacted contrary to the principles of the
conftitution ; thefe powers they fhall continue to have, for, and
5uring the fpace of one year from the day of their elettion, and

o longer, The faid council of cenfors fhall alfo have power te
call a convention, to meet within two years after their fitting,
if there appears to them an abfolute neceflity of amending any

‘article of this conftitution which may be defeftive—explaining
fuch as may be thought not clearly exprefied—and of adding fuch
ae are neceffary for the prefervation of the rights and happinefs
of the people; but the articles to be amended, and the amend-
ments propofed, and fuch articles as are propofed to be added or
abolithed, fhall be promulgated at leaft fix months before the day
appointed for the eleicn of fuch cenvention, for the previows
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confideration of the people, that they may have an epportanity
of inftrulling their delegates on the fubjeét.
By order of convention, July 4th, 1986,
MOSES ROBINSON, preﬁdent.
dttefi, ELijan PAINg, fec'ry.

———D DD BB S

In congrefs, Fuly 4, 1776
A d.claration, by the reprefentatives of the united flates of Ameris
ca, in congrefs affembled.

HEN, in the courfe of human events, it becomes neceffary

for one people to diffolve the political bands, which have

connc&ted them with another, and to affume, among the powers of

the earth, the feparate and equal Rtation, to which the laws of na-

ture, and of nature’s God, entitle them, a decent refpe& to the o-

pinions of mankind requires, that they thould declare the caufes,
which impel them to the feparation,

We hcld thefe t:uths to be felf-evident—that all men are crea.
ted cqual ;—that they are endowed by their creator with certain
unclienable rights ;——that among thefe are life, liberty, and
" ~the purfuit of happinefs ;—~that to fecure thefe rights, govern-
ments are inftituted among men, deriving their jult powers from
the confent of the governed ;—that whenever any form of go-
vernment becomes deftructive of thefe ends, it is the right of the
peopie to alter or to abolifh it, and to inftitute new government,
laying its foundation on fuch principles, and organizing its pow-
ers in fuch form, as to them fhall feem meft likely to effeét their
fafety and happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that govern-
ments, long eftablithed, fhould not be changed, for light and
tranfienc caufes : and accordingly, all experience hath fhewn, that
mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fufferable,
than to right themlelves, by abolithing the forms, to which they
are accuftomed. But when a long train of abufes and ufurpations
purfuing invarialy the fame obj-&t, evinces a dcfign to reduce
them under abfolute defpoiifim, it is their right, it is their duty,
to throw off fuch government, and to proviie new guards for their
futurefecurity.  Sucl has been the patient fufferance of thete cclo-
nirs 3 and fuch is now the neccflity, which conftrains then: to
alier their former tyftems of government. The hiftory of the
prefent king of Great Britain is a hiftory of repeated inju::  and-
lurpaticns, all having in dire& objeét the eftablithment of an
abiciute tyranny over thefe ftates, To prove this, lct talls be fuba
mitted to a candid world,
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He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft wholefomz and ne-.
ecflry for the pubiic guod.

He has forbiddzn his govern-rs to pafs laws of immediate 2nl
pretling importance, ual:fs fufpended in their operation, il his
affent thould be obtaiued : and, when fo fufpended, he has utteriy
neglefted to attend to them,

He has refuled to pals other laws, for the accommodation of
farge diftri&ls of people, uniefs thole people would relinquith the
right of reprefentation in the leg.lature—a right inefimable te.
them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legifluive bodies, at piaces unufual, un.
comfortable, and diftant fiom the depofitory of their pubiic re-
eords, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them into compliance with
his meafures.

He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly for oppofing,.
with manly firmne(s, his invafions on the rights of the people.

He has refufed, for a long time after fuch diffolutions, to caufe
oth.rs to he eleted ; whereby the legiilative powers, incapable of
annihilation, have returned to the people at large, for their exer-
¢ifc; the ftatc remaining, in the mean time, expofed to all the da-.
ger of invafion from without, and convulfions within.

He h:s endeavoured to prevent the population of thefle ftates ;.
for that purpofe, obftruéting the laws for naturaiization of fo-
reigners ; refufing to pafs others, to encourage their migrations
hither, and raifing the conditions of new appropiiations of.
lands,

He has obftrutted the adminiftration of juftice, by refufing his
aflznt to laws, for eftablithing judiciary powers.

Hz his made judges dependent on his will alome, for the te..
nure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their fiias
yics, ) .

He has erefted a multitule of new cffices, snd fent hi-
ther fwarms of offic:rs, to harrafs our people, and eat out their
fubflance,

Ie has kept among us, in times-of pfce, fanding armies,
without the confent of our legiflatures, .

He has affcétad to render the military independent of, and fu-
perior to, the civil power.

He has combined with others, to fubje& us to a jurifdi&tion,
foreizn to our conltitution, and un-acknowledged by our laws;

« giving bis affent to their a@ls of pretended legiflation : —
For quartering large bodizs of armed troops among us :—
For proteting thewm, by a mock trial, from punifhment for
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any muriers, which &hey fhould commu: on the inhabitants of
thele ftates s—

For cutting off our trade with ail parts of the world :—

For impofing taxes on us, without our confent:—e

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of trial by
jury :—

For tranfporting us beyond feas, to be tricd for pretended
offences : —

For abolifhing the free fyftem of Englith Jaws in a neighbour-
ing province, eftablithing therein an arbitiary government, and
enluiging its boundaries, fo as to render it at once an cxample and
fit initrument, for mtroducmg the faine abfolute rule into thefe
colonies ;—

For taking away our charters, abolifhing our moft valuabl
lavrs, and aliering fundamentally the forms of our goverse
nments {—

For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring them.
felves invelied with power, to legiflate for us, in all cafés whats
jeever,

3ie has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his
proteétion, and waging war againft us.

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt ous
towns, and deftroyed the lives of oui people.

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign mere
cenaries, to complete the works of death, defulation, and tyran.
py, already begun, with circumftahces of cruelty and perfidy,
{carcely paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, and totally unwore
thy the head of a civilized nation.

He bas conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the
high feas, to bear arms againft their country, to become the ex-
ecuiioners of their friends and brethien, or to fall themfelves by
‘their hands.

He ‘has excited domeftic infurreftions amongft us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the
wercilefs Indian favages, whofe known rule of warfare is an
undiitinguifhed deftruétion of all ages, fexes, and couditions.

In every ftage of thefe oppreflions, we have petitioned for re-
drefs, in the moft humble terms: our repeated petitiens have
been anfwered only by repeated injury. A prince, whofe cha-
raler is thus marked, by every aét, which may ‘dcfine a tyrant,
is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Britith bre-

! thren, We have warned them, from time to time, of attempts
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made by their legiflature, to extend an unwarrantable jurifdiétion
over u§. We have reminded them of the circumnftances of our:
emigration and fettlement here. We have appealed to their na-
tive jultice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, by the -
ties of our common kindred to difavow thefe ulurpations, which.
would inevitably interrupt our connexions and correfpondence,
They, too, hgve teen deaf to the voice of juftice and of cone
fanguity, We muft, therefore aequiefce in the neceffity, which de-
nounces our feparation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of.
mankind, enemies in war—in peace, friends.

We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the unfited fates of America, .
in general congrels affembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of
the world, for the reditude of cur intentions, do, in the name-
and by the authority of the gocd people of th:fe colonies, fo--
lemnly publifh and declare, that thefe united colonies are, and,
of right, ought to be, free, and independent ftates ;—that they-
are abfolved from all allegiance to the Britith crown j—that all.
political connexion, between them and the ftate of Great Bri~
tain, is and ought to be totally diffolved ; and that, as free and.
independent flates, they have full power to levy war, conclude-
peace, contrat alliances, eftablith commerce, and to do all other
adts and things, which independent ftates may of right do. And.
for the fupport of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the:
-prote&ion of divine pravidence, we mutuslly pledge to each other:
our lives, our fortunes, and our facred honour.

JOHN HANCOCK.
Jofiah Bartlett,
{William Whipple,
Matthew Thornton. .
Samuel Adams,
Jobn Adams,
Robert Treat Paine, .
Elbridge Gerry.
. Stephen Hopkins,
RHQDE-ISLAND, &c. Wiliiam Ellery,
Roger Sherman, .
Samuel Huntington, ,
CONNECTICUT, William Williams,
Oliver Wolcott, .
William Floyd,
Fhilip Livingfton,,
NEW.-YORK, Francis Lewis,
: Lewis Morris,
Pa

NEW-HAMPSHIRE,

MASSACHUSETTS.BAY,
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Joha Witherfpoon,

y Francis Hopkinfon,
John Hurt, -

LAbraham Clark.

f Robert Morris,

| Benjamin Rufh,

i Benjamin Frank®,
Joha Morton,
George Clymer,
James Smith,
George Taylor,

| James Wilfon,

( George Rofs.

Cefar Rodney,

DELAWARE, George Read.

- { Samuel Chafe,
William Paca,
MARYLAND,. Thomas Stone,

) !’ Richard Stockton,
NEW.JERSEY,

PENNSYLVANTA,

Charles Carroll, of Carroliton.

[ George Wythe,
| Richard Henry Lee,
: Thomas Jefferfon,,
VIRGINIA,. Benjamin Harrifon,.
. Thomas Nelfon, jun,
Francis Lightfoot Lee,,
Carter Braxton.

Wiiliam Hooper,_ .
NORTH-CAROLINA,

Jofeph Hewes,

John Penn. -

Edward Rutledge,,
"Thomas Heyward, jun.

SOUTH.CAROLINAY, Thomas Lynch, jun.

T WY 5L Arther Middleton,

* L\'k’ C“‘ Button Gwianett,.

SHEORGIA, Lyman Hall,

‘George Walton..
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The conflitution framed for the united flates of. America, by a eon-
wention of deputies from the flates of New-Hampfbire, Mafachu-
Jetts, Counelticut, New York, New JFerfey, Pennfylvania, De-
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, Soutk- Carolina,
and Georgia, ata f¢ffion begun May 25, and ended September
317, 1787+ :

. E, the people of the united ftates, in order to form a more
perfeét union, eftablith juftice, infure domeftic tranquile

lity, provide for the common defence, promote the general wel.
fare, and fecure the tleflings of liberty to ourfelves and our pof-
terity, do ordain and eftablifh this conftitution for the united
flates of America. :

A RTI1CULTE 1.
SECTION 3.

ALL legiflative powers herein granted, fhall be vefledin a.con
grefs of the united ftases, which fhall confift of a {enate and hooie
of reprefentatives..

SECTION IL

1. The houfe of reprefentatives fhall confift of members cho
fen every fecond year, by the people of the feveral ftates : and the-
eletors, in each ftate, fhall have the qualifications requifite for
cle&tors of the moft numerous branch of the ftate legiflature.

2. No perfon fhall be a reprefentative, who fhall not have at-
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been feven years a
citizen of the united flates ;. and who fhall not, when gle&ted, be
an inhabitant of that fate in which he fhall be chofen,

3. Reprefentatives, and direét taxes thall be apportioned a-
mong the feveral ftates, which may be included in this union,
according to their refpe&tive numbers, which fhall be determined
by adding to the whole numnber of free perfons, including thofe
bound to fervice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not
taxed, three-fifths of all other perfons. Theactual enumeration
fhall be made within three years after the firft meeting of the con.
grefs of the united flates ; and within every fubfequent term of ten
years, in fuch manner as they fhall by law dire€t. The number of
reprefentatives (hali not exceed ome for eyery thirty thoufand § but
each ftate fhall haveat leaft one reprefentative : and, until fuch
enumeration fhall be made, the flate of Nuw- Hunpfhire fhall be
entitled to chocfe three’; Mafla:hufetts. ¢ighe ; Rhode-Tfland and
Providence Plantations one ;. Connefticu’ five 5 New York fix ;
New- Jerfey four ;- Penufylvania eight 5 Diiaviic ore; Mary.
land fix ; Virginii t:n-; North-Carolina five ; South Casolina
five ; and Georgia three. ’

4
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4. When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from ahy
‘flate, the execuiive authority thercot fhall iffue writs of ele&ion
to fiil fuch vacancies.

5. The houfe of reprefentatives fhall choofe their fpeaker and '

other officers ; and fhail have the fole power of impéachment.
] SECTION 'L \

t. The fenate of the united ftates f-all be compofed of two
fenators from exch flate, chofen by the legiflature thereof, for fix
years : and each fenator fhall have one vote.

2. Immediately after they fhall be aflembled, in confequence
.of the firt ele&ion, thay fhall be divided, as equally as may be,
into three claffes, The feats of the fenators of the firft clafs thall
be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year ; of the fecond
clafs, at the expiration of the fouith year; and of the third clafs,
at the expiration of tie fixth year: fo that one-third may be cho-
ien every fecond year. And if vacancies happen, by refignation
or otherwife, duiing the recefs of the legiflature of any flate, the
exccutive thereof may make temporary appointments until the
next meeting of the legiflature, which fhall then fill fuch vacan-
Cies,

3. No perfon fhall be a fenator, who fhall not have attained to
the age of thirty years, and been nine yearsa citizen of the united
frates ; and who fhall not, when elcéted, be an inhabitant of
that ftate for which he fhall be chofen. )

4. The vice-prefident of the united fates fhall be prefident of
the fenate ; but fhall have no vote, unlefs they be equally di-
vided. . .

- §. The fenate fhall choofe their other officers, and alfo a pre-
filent pro tempore, in the ablence of the vice-prefident, or when
he fhall exercite the office of prefident of the united ftates.

6. The lenate fhall have the fole power to try all impeachments.
‘When fitting for that purpofe, they fhall be on oath or affirina-
tion. When the prefident of the united ftates is tried, the chicf
juftice fhall prefide: and no perfon fhall be convifted, without
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members prefent. l

7. Judginent, in cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend turther
than to removal from office, and difqualification to hold and en-
joy any office of henour, tiult, or profit, under the united flates.

-But the party convicted fhall, neverthelefs, be liable and fulje&
to indiétinent, tiial, judgment, and punithment according 10 law,
SECTION 1V, .
, Y. The times, places, and tanner of holding eledtions for fe-
agtorsand reprefentatives, fball be prefcribed in cach fate by the
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leg‘flature thereof : but the congrefs may, at any time, by law,
make or alter fuch reguiations, except as to the piaces of chooling
fenators.

- The congrefs fhall affemble at leatt once in every year 1 and
fuch meeting (hall be on the fir t Monday in December, unicfs -
they fhall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION V.

1. Each houfe fhall be the judze of the eletions, returns and
qualifications of its own members : and a majority of each fhall
conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs : but a (maller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorifed to compel the

attendance of abfent members, in fuch manner, and under fuch’
penalties as each houfe may provide.

2. Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings ; pu-
nifh its members for diforderly behavi.ur ; and, with the concur-
rence of two-thirds, expel a member.

3. Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings ; and,
from time to time, pu‘»l:(h the fame, excepting (uch parts as may’
in their judgment require fecrecy s and the yeas and nays, of the
members of cither houfe, on any queftion, fhall, at the defire of
one-fifth of thofe prefent, be entered on the journal, .

4. Neither houfe, during the feffion of congrefs, fhall, without
the confent of the other, sdjoum for more than three days, nor
to any other place than that in which the two houfes fhall be
fitting.

SECTION VI,

1. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive 2 compenfa-.
tion for their fervices, to be afcertained by law, and pmd out of
the treafury of the united ftates. They fhall, in all cales, except
treafon, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from ar-
reft, during their attendance at the feflion of their refpedtiva hou-
fes, and in going to, and returning from the fame.; and for any
fpeech or debate in either houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in
any other place.

2. No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time for which
he was eleéted, be appointed to any civil offize, under the autho-
rity of the united ftates, which fhall have been created, or the
emoluments of which thall have been encrea (ed, during fuch time ¢
and no perfon, holding any office under the united ftates, fhall be
a member of either houfe, during his continuance in office.

SECTION VIIL ‘

1. Allbills, for raifing revenue, fhall originate in the houfe of
reprefentatives:  but the fenate fhall propofe or concur witkh
amendments, as on other bills,



166 €EONSTITUTIONGG

2. Every bill, which fhall have paflid the houfe of :eprefent-
atives and the fenate, fhall, before it become a law, be prefeated
to the prefident of the united Rates. If he approve, he fhall fign
it: butifnot, he fhall return it, with his objeltions, to that
houfe, in which it fhall have originated, who fhall enter the ob-
j-&lions atlarge on their journal, and proceed to confider it. If,
after fuch recanfideration, two thirds of thit houfe Mail agree to
puls the bill, it fhall be fent, together with the objcétions, to the
other houfe, by which it thall likewife be rec nfidered : and, if
approved by two thirds of that houfe, it fhall becomnea law. But,
4n all fuch cafes, the votes of both houfes fhall be deteriined by
yeas and nays: and the names of the perfors votiag for and
againft the bill, fhall be entered on the journal of cach houfe re-
fpe&ively, If any bill fhall not be returned by the peefident,
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it fhall have been pre.
fented to him, the fame fhall be o law, in like manrer as if he
had figned it, unlefs the congrefs, by their adjournment, prevent
its return ; in which cofe it fhall not be a laws

3. Every order, refoiution, or vote, to wiich the conzurrencs
of the fenateand houfe of repiefertatives may be neceffary (ex-
eept on a queftion of adjourninent) fhail be prefented to the pie-
fident of the united flates ; and, before the fame fhaii 1ake eife&,
be approved by him ; or, being difapproved by him, fhail be
repafled by two. thirds of both houfes, according to the rules 2nd
limitations prefcribed in the cafe of abill. '

s ECTIQN VI,

Tle congrefs fhall have power

1. To lay and colle& taxes, duties, impofis, and cxeifes, to
pay the debts, and provide for the commes delerce, and general
welfare, of the-un’ted ftates : butall dutier, impofts, and exci‘cs,
flioll be uriform threughout the upited ftates.

2. To borrow money on the credi: of the united fiates.

2. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the
feveral flates, and with the Indian tribes,

4+ To eftablith an uniform ruleof raturalization, and uniform
laws on tlie fubje& of bankruptcies, throughout the united ftates.

5. To coin money ; regulate the value thereof, and of foreign
coin; and fix the fandard of weights and meafures,

6. To provide for the punifiment of counterfeiting the fecu-
rities and current coin of the united ftates.

7+ To eftablith poft- cfices and poft-roads.

8. To promote the progrefs of {cience and ufeful arts, by fee
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euring, for limited times, to authors and inventors, theexclufive
right to their refpective writings and difcoveries.

9. To conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court.

10. To define ani punifh piracies and felonies committed on
the high feas, and offences againft the law of nations.

11. To declare war ; grant letters of marque and reprifal
and make rules concerning captures on land and water. :

12, Toraife and fupport armies. But no apprepriation of
money for that ufe, fhall be for a longer term than two years.

13. To provide and maintain a navy.

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the
land and naval forces.

15. To provide for calling forth the mlhtn, to execute the
laws of the union, fupprefs mﬁlrre&wm, and repclmva('ons.

16. To provide for orgamzm« arming, and di c:plmmc the
‘militia, and for governing fuch part of themn as may be einpioy-
ed in the fervice of the united fates: referving to the ftates re-
fpeétively the appointment of the officers, and ti.e~authority of
training the milit.a according to the difcipline prefcribed by con
grefs.

17. To exercife exclufive legiflation, in all cafes whatfoever
ove: fuch diftri& (not exceeding ten miles fqua.e) as may, by
ceffion of particular ftates,and the azceptance of corgrefs, become
the feat of the government of tae united flates; und to-exercife
Jike authority over all places purchafed by the confent of the lea
giflature of the fate in which the fame fhall be, for the ereiion
of forts, maguzines, arfenals, duck-yards, and other needful
buildings : and

18. To makeall laws, which fh:ll be neceflary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregony powers, and all other pow-
ers vefted by this cenflitution in the goveinnent of tie united
flates, or inany depastaxient o cfficer thereuf.

SECTION IX.

1. The migration or impu.tatin of fuch perfons, as any of
the flates now exifting, fhall think proxr to admit, fh-li net
be prohibited by the congrefs, prior tu the year ore thoufand
eight hundred and eight : but a tax or duty m:y b sipofed on
fuch importation, not excee g ton dailwrs f0 ciey perton.

2. Th- privilege of the writ of hab.as corpay fhall not be fuf-
pended, unlefs when, in cafes of rebedlion orinvaliu, the publie
fafety may require it.

3. Nobill of attainder, or ex poft {.&o lawv, ﬂl 1 be pafled,

4. No capitation or other diret tax fhali Le Jaid, ualets in pre-
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portion to the cenfus or enumeration herein before direted to be
taken. ' !

5. No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles exported from any
flate.’ No preference fhull be given, by any regulation of com-
merce or revenue, to the ports of one ftate over thofe of another ;
nor fhall veffels, boundto or from, one fatt, be obliged to enter
clear, or pay dutiesin another. ’

6. No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, but in confe-
quence of appropriations made by law : and a regular ftatement
and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public mo-
ney fhall be publithed from time to time.

7. No title of nobility fhall be granted by the united ftates s
And no perfon, holding any office of profit or truft under them,
thall, without the confent of congrefs, acceptof any prefent, emo-
lument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any kingy
prince, or foreign ftate.

SECTION X.

1. No ftate fhall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera.
tion; grant letters of marque and reprifal ; coin money ; emit
billsof credit ; make any thing but gold und filver coin a tender
in payment of debts ; pals any bill of attainder, ex poft faétolaw,
or law impairing the obligation of contia&ls, or grant any title
of nobility. i .

2, No ftate fhall, without the confent of congrefs, lay any im-
pofts or duties on imports or exports, except what iay be abfo-
lutely neceflary for executing its infpeftion laws ; and the net
produce of all duties und impofts, laid by any fate on imports
or exports, fhall. be for the ufe of the treafury of the united
ftates ; and all fuch laws fhall be fubje& to the sevifion and con.
troul of the congrefs. No ftate fhall, without the confentof con-
grefs, lay any duty on tonnage, keep troops, or fhipsof war, in
time of peace, enter into any agreement or compa&t with another
flate, or. with a foieign power, or engage in war, unlefs ac-
tually invaded, or in fuch imminent danger as will not admit of
delay.

A R TI1CUL E I
SECTION I,

1, The executive power fhall be vefted in a prefident of the
united ftates of America. He fhall hold his office during the
term of four years, and, together with the vice- prefident, chofes
for the fame term, be clefted as follows :

.. Each fate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the legiflature
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thereof may dire&, a nuinber of ele&nrs, equal to the whole
number of fenators and xeprcfentanves, to which the ftate may
be entitled in the congrefs. But no fenator, or reprefntative, ot
perfon holding an office of trut or profit, under this united ltates,
thall be appointed an cleétor.

g- The eleCtors fhall meet in their refpeQive- ftates, and vote
by ballot for two pcrfons, of whom ene, at leaft, fhall net be an
inhabitant of the fame fate with themfelves. And they fhall make

a iiit of all the perfons voted for, and of the number of vetes for
cach which lift they fhall fign and certify, and tranfini: fealed
“to’ the feat of the government of the united fates, direéted tothe

prefident of the fenate. The prefident of .the fenate thall, in the

-prefence of thr fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, open ail thé
: eemﬁcates, and the votes fhall then be counted. The perfon hav-

ing the greateft number of votes fhall be the prefident, if fuch
number be a majority of the whole number of eleftors appoint-
ed ;. and if there be more than one who have fuch majority, and
have an equal number of votes, then the houfe of Fepref ntatives
fhall immediately choofe by ballot one of them for prefident : and
if no perfon have a majority, then, fromn the five higheft on the
lit, the faid houfe fhall in like manner choofe the prefident. But
in choofing the prefident, the votes -fhall be taken by ftates, the
reprefentatien from each ftate having one vote : a quorum for -
this purpofe fhall confift of a member or members from two-
thirds of the ftates : and a majority of all the fates fhail be ne-
ceflary to a cheice. In every cafe, after the choice of the prefident,
the perfon having the greatelt number of votes of the electors,
fhall be the vice.prefident. But if there fhould remain two or
more, who have equal votes, the fenate fhall choole from them,
by ballot, the vice. prefident.

4. The congrefs may determine the time of choofing the elet-
ors,.and the day on which they fhall give their votes ; which day
fhall be the {ame throughont the united ftates.

5. No perfon, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the
united ftates, at the time of the adoption of this conflituiion, fhail
be eligible to the office of prefident. Ncither fhall any perfon be
eligible to that office, who fhall not have attained to the age of
thirty- five years, and been fourteen years a relident within the
united fates.

6. In cafe of the removal of the prefident from office, or of hi¢
<death, refignation, or inability to difcharge the powers and dutics
of the faid office, the fame fhall devolve on the vice-prefident 3
aud the congrels may, by law, provide for the cafe of removaly
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death, refignation, er inability, both of the prefident and vice-
prefident, declaring-what officer thall then-aét as prefident : and
fuch officer fhall a& accordingly, until the dx(abﬂuy be removed,
or a prefident (hall be eleéted.

7. The prefident fhall, at ftated times, receive for his fervices,
a compenfation, which fhall nei.her be increafed ner diminifhed,
during the period for which he fhall have been eleéted : and he
fhall not receive, within that period, any other emolument fromr
the united ftates, or sny of them,

8. Before he enter on the execution of bis office, he fhall take
the following oath or affirmation :

. ¢ § do folemnly (wear (or affirm) that X will faithfully executs
¢ the office of prefident of the united ftates ; and will, to the beft
4¢of my ability, prelerve, prots&, and defend the conftitution of
4¢ the united ftates.™

SECTION IL

3. The prefident fhaill be commanderin chief of the army and
mavy of the united ftates, and of the militia of the feveral ftates,
when called into the a&ual fervice of the united fates. He may
require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officers in each
of the executive departments, upon any fubje& relating to the du.
ties of their refpetive offices : and he fhall have power to grant
reprieves and pardons, for offences againfk the united fates, ex-
cept in cafes of impeachment.

2. He fhall have power, by and with the advice and confent ef.
the fenate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the fenators
prefent concur : and he fhall nominate, and by and with thead-
vice and confent of the fenate, thall appoint ambaffadors,- other
public minifters and confule, judges of the fupreme court, and
all other officers of the united ftates, whofe appointments are not
herein otherwife provided for, and which fhall be eftablithed by
law. But the congrefs may, by law, velt the appointment of fuch
inferior officers, as they think proper, in the prefident alone, in
the courts of law, or in the heads of departments.

3. The prefident fhall have power to fill up all vacancies that
may happen, during the recefs of the fenate, by granting com-
miflions, which fhall expire at the end of their next feffion.

SECTION MI,

He fhall, from time to time, give to the conmefs information
of the flate of the union ; and recomnend to theu‘ confideration
fuch nieafures a¢ he fhall judge neceflary and expedient. He may,
on extraordinary occafions, convene both houfes, or either of
- them.s and, in cafi; of difagreement between them, with refpect to
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- the time of adjournment, he- may adjourn them to fuch time as

be (hall think proper. He fhall receive ambaffadors and other

public minifters. He fhall take care that the laws be faithfully ex+ _

eccuted ; and thall commiffion all the officers of the united (tatea.-
SECTION IV,

The prefident, vice-prefident, and all civil officers of the uni.-
ted ftates, fhall be removed from office, on impeachiment for, and
conviétion of, treafon, bribery, or other high'crimes and mikde~
meanors,

ARTICLE IlIL
'SECTION I. '

The judicial power of the united ftates fhall be vefted in one
fupreme court, and in fuch inferior courts, as the congrefs may,.
from time to time, ordain and eftablith. The judges, both of the
fupreme and inferior courts, thall hold their offices dusing good
behaviour ; and fhall, at fated times, receive for their fer vxces, a:
compenfanon, which Ihall not be diminithed duung their continu-
ance in office.

SECTION H.

1. The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes;-in law and e
quity, arifing under this conttitution, the laws of the united ftates,-
and treaties made, or which fhall be made, under their authority ;-
to i cafes affe@®ing ambaffadors, other public miniiters, and con
fuls ; to all cufes of admiralty and maritime juwiifdi&ion ; to con-
troverfics to which the united ftates fhall be a party ; to contro-
~ verfies between two or more flates,.between.a ftate and citizens of
~ another ftate, between citizens of different ftates, between citizens
of the fame ftate, claiming lands under grants of different ftates,
and between a ftate, or the citizens thereof, and foreign ftates, .
citizens, or fubjedls.

2. Inall cafes, affe&ting ambafladors, other public minifters, -
and confuls, and thofe in which a ftate fhall be a party, the fu-
preme court (hall have original jurifdiction. In all the other cafes
Before mentioned, the fupreme court fhall have appellate jurifiic-
tiou, hoth as to.law and fa&, with fuch exceptions, and under
fuch regulations, as the congrefs fhall make.

3. The tiial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeachment, .
fhall be by jury ::and fuch trial fhall be held in the ftate where the -
faid crimes fhall have been committed ; but when not committed
within any ftate, the trial fhall be at fuch place or places, as the -
congrefs may by law have direéted. .

-
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3. Treafon againft the united ftates, thall confft only in levy-
w7z war agninit them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them
ant anJ comfort. No peifon fhall be conviéted of treafon unlefs

on the te(hmony of two witneffes to the I'ame overt aét, or on-

eonicilion in open court.

2. The congiefs thall have power to declare the pum(hmcnt of

treafon : but no attainder of treafon fhall work corruption: of
blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the perfon at
€iinted. . .
ARTICLE IV,
SECTION I,

Full faith and credit fhall be given, in each ftate, to the publie
aéts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other ftate. And
the congrefs may, by general laws, prefcribe the manner in which
fuch aéts, records, and proceedings fhall be proved, and the effest
thereof.

SECTION 1.

1. The citizens of each ftate thall be entitled to all the privi-
leges and immunities of citizens in the feveral ftates.

2. A perfon charged in any ftate with treafon, felony, or other
¢.iuse, who fhall flee from juftice, and be found in another ftate,
thall, on demand of the executive authority of the ftate from
which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the ftate, having
juritdi&tion of the crime,

3. No perfon, held to fervice or labour in one ftate, under the
laws thereof, efcaping into another, fhall, in confequence of any
law or regulation therein, be difcharged from fuch fervice or la-
‘hour; but fhall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
fuch fervice or labour may be due.

SECTION II.

1. few ftates may be admitted by the congrefs into this union;
but no new ftate thall be formed or ereted within the jurifdition
of any fther ftate—nor any ftate be formed by the junétion of
two or'Wore ftates, or parts of ftates—witheut the confent of the
legiflatures of the ftates concerned,.as well as of the congrefs.

2. The congrefs fhall have power to difpofe of, and make all
needful rules and regulations refpeling, the territory or other
property belonging to the united ftates : and nothing in this con-
fitution fhall be fo conftrued, as to prejudice any claims of the
united ftates, or of any particular ftate,

SECTION IV,
‘The united (ates fhall guarantee to every flate in this union, a
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republican form of government; and fhall profet each of them

agam& invafion, and on application of the legifiature, or of the

executive (when the legiflature canrot be convened) againft do-
meftic violence.
ARTICLE V.

The congrefs, whenever two-thirds of both houfes fhall deem
it neceffary, fhall propofe amendments to this conititution, or, on
the application, of the legiflatuies of two-thirds of the feveral
ftates, fhall call a convention for propcfing amendments, which,
in either cafe, fhall be valid to all intents and purpofes, as part of |
this conftitution, when ratificd by the legiflatures of three-tfourths
of the feveral fates, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof,
as the one or the other modz of ratification may be propofed by
the congrefs ; provided, that no amendment, which may be made
prior to the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight, fhall in
any manner affeét the firft and fourth claufes in the ninth feticn
of the firft article; and that no ftate, without its ccnfcnt, hall
be deprived of its equal fuffrage in the fenate,

A RTIOCULE VI. .

3. Alldebts contrated, and engagements entered into, before the
adoption of this conftitution, fhall be 3s valid againft the umted
ftates, under this conftitution as under the confederation.

2. This conftitution, and the laws of the united ftates which
fhall be made in purfuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which
fhall be made, under the authority of the united ftates, fhall be
the fupreme law of the land : and the judges, in every ftate, fhall
be bound thereby, any thing in the conftitution or laws of any

ftate tothe contrary notwithftanding.

3. The fenators and reprefentatives before mentioned, and the
members of the feveral fate legiflatures, and all executive and
judicial ofﬁcers, both of the unred ftates and of the feveral ftates
fhall be bound, by oath or zffirmation to fuppert this conftitu-
tion ; but no religious teft fhall ever be required as a qu'\hﬁ-
cation to any office og public truft'under the united fates.

ARTICLE VIH.

The ratification of the conventions of nine ftates fhall be fuf-
ficient for the eftablifiment of tiis conftitution between the ftates
fo ratifying the fame,

Done in convention, by the unanimous confent of the ftates pre-
fent, the feventeenth day of September, in the year of our’
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-feven, and of
the independence of the united ftates of America the twelfth. In
witnefs whereof we have hereuntq fubfcribed our names. N

GEO. WASHINGTON, pref. and dep. from Virginia,
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE, DELAWARE, = -
John Langdon, George Reed,
Nicholas Gilman., - Gunoing Bedford, junior,
“MASSACHUSETTS,  John Dickinfon,
Nathaniel Gorham, Richard Baflet, |
Rufus King. . Jacub Broon:. -
CONNECTICUT, MARYLAND,
William. Samuel Johnfon, James M*Henry, )
Roger Sherman. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer,
NEW-YORK, Daniel Carrol.
Alexander Hamilton. ‘"VIRGINIA,
NEW.]JERSEY, John Blair,
William Livingfton, James Madifon, junior,
David Brearley, NORTH-CAROLINA,
William Patterfon, ) Willian Blount,
Jonathan Dayton. Richard Dobbs Spaight,
PENNSYLVANIA, Hugh Williamfon,-
Benjamin Franklin, SOUTH.CAROLINA,
Thomas Mifflin, John Rutledge,
Robert Morris, Charles Cotefworth Pinckney,
George Clymer, . Charles Pinckney,
Thomas Fitzfimons, Pierce Butler.
Jared Ingerfoll, GEORGIA,
James Wilfon, William Few,
Gouverneur Morris. Abraham Baldwin.
duteft. WIBLIAM JACKSON, fec'y.
——D D D> —— ’

CONGRESS of the UNITED STATES,

Begun and held at the city of New York, on Wednefday, the
fourth of March, oue thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine.
The conventions of a number of the ftates having, at the tinte
of their adopting the conftitution, exprefled a defire, in order to
prevent mifconftruion or abufe of its powers, that further
declaratory and reftri&tive clautes fhould be added—and as ex-
tending the ground of pubiic confidence in the government will
 beft infure the heneficent ends of its inftiturion—
. ESOLVED, by the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives of the
united ftates of America, in congrefs affembled, two- thirds of
both houfes concurring, that the foilowing articles be propofed tothe
legiflatures of the feveral tatcs, as amendments to the conftitution
.of the united ftates, all, or any of which articles, when ratified
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by three-fourths of the f2id legiflatures, tobe vaiid, to allin-
tents and purpoles, as part of tie faid conftituticn, viz.
_ARTICLES, in addition to, and amendment of, the conititutiom
of the united: Rates of America, propofed by congrels, and
ratified by the legiflatures of the feveral ftates, purfuant to the
fifth article of the original conftitution.

L. After the firft enumeration, required by the firft article of
the conftitution, there fhall be one reprefentative for every thirty
thoufand, until the number fhall amountto one hundied ; afteg
which, the proportion fhall be fo regulated by congrels, that
there fhafi be not lefs than one hundred reprefentatives—nor lefs-
than one reprefentative for every forty thoufand perfons—until -
the number of reprefentatives thali amount to two hundred ; af-
ter which, the proportion. fhall be fo regulated by congrels that
there fhall not be lefs than two hundred reprefentatives, nor mors
than one reprefentative for every fifty thoufand perfons.

II. Nolaw, varying the compenfation for the fervices of the
fenztors and reprefentatives fhall take effe&,. uatil an- clettion of
geprefentatives fhiall have intervened.

ILL. Congrefs. fhali make no law refpeing an efablithment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercile thereof, or abridging the
freedom of fpeech, or of the prefs ; or the rightof the people peace-
ably to affemble, and to petition the government for a redrefs of ,
grievances.

IV. A well-regulated militia being neceffary to the fecurity of
8 free ftate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, fhal
not be infringed. ’ ¢

V. No fo.dier fhall in time of peace, be quartered inany houfe,
without the confent of the owner ; nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prefciibed by law.

V1. The right of the people to be fecure in their perfons,
boufes, papers, and effeéts, againft unreafonabie fearch:s and feia
fures, fhall not be violated : snd no warrants thall 1ffue, but upoi
probable caulg, fupported by oath or affirmation—and particular-
ly defcribing the place to be fearched, and the perfons or things
to be feized.,

ViI. No perfon fhail be held to anfwer for a capital or othera
wile infanious crime, urlefs ¢n a piefentiment or inuiétmene by a
grand jury, except in cafes ariling in the land or nava, torces, or
in the militia, when in a&u.l tervice,.in time of war, «r public
danger : nor fhall any perfon be fubjeé tor the'fame offci.e to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or iimb; nor fhall be competied
in any criminal cale, to be a witne(s aganll himfclf ; nor be uea
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prived of life, hiberty, or property, without due procefs of law ¢ nor
fhiau private property be taken for public ufe, without juft com-
penlation.

VUL, In 2all criminal profecutions, the accufed fhall enjoy
the night to a fpecdy and public trial, by an impartial jury, of
the itate and diftri&, wherein ihe crime fhall have been commit-
ted ; which diftri@& fhall have been previoufly afcertained oy law;
and to be infuimed o1 the naturc and caufe of the accufation
to he confrunted with the witnefles Qam(t him ; to have compul-
Lory procefs for obtaining witn.fles in bis favour ; and to have the
afliitance of couniel for his detence.

IX. In fuits at common law, where the value in controverfy,
fh 1 exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury fhall be pre-
ferved : and no fa& tred by a jury, fhall be .otherwife re exa-
mined inany courtof the umted ftates, than according to the rules
of common law,

X. Exceffive bail fhall not™be required ; nor exceffive fines im-
pofed ; nor cruel and unulual puvifkments inflied.

XI. The enumeration, in the conftitution, of certain rights,
fhall not be conftrued to deny or difparage others, retained by
the people.

XII. The powers, not dclegated to the united ftates, by the
conftitut.on, nor prohibited by it to the ftates, are referved te the
flates refpectively, or to the people. .

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG,
Speaker of the houfe of reprefentatives.
JOHN ADAMS, vice-prefident of the united fates,
and prefident of the fenate. o
. Amﬁ ‘
Joun BECKLEY, clek of the houfe of reprefentatives, .
_ SamyeL A. OTIs, fecretary of the fenate. N

N. B, By the returns made into the fecretary of flate’s office,
it appears that the firt article of the above amendments is
agreed to by only feven flates—the fecond by only four—and
therefore thefe are st obligatory, All the remainder, having been
ratified by nine ftaies, are of equal obligation with the conflitu.
tion itfelf, j NO 6‘} Aug. 12, 1791,

T H E E N D.
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