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DEDICATION.

TO BONAPARTE.

TO combine the lufire of your
Name with the fplendour of the Mo-
muments of Egvpt, is to affociate the
glorious unnals of our own time with
the hiftory of the feroic age; and to
reanimate the duft of Scfofiris and
Mendet, like you C’o;iqlterors, like you
Bencfaétors.

Europe, ‘by learning that I accom-+
° !

panied you in ong of “wour Moff “me-
" LI 4 .

¥ *
morable
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morable Expeditions, will reccive my

Work with cager intcreff. I have
A

neglelled nothivg iy powcr lo ron-

der it worthy of the Lero to wwhom f

L]
15 sfcribed.

VIVANT DENON.



ADVERTISEMENT

BY THE TR.ANSLATOR.

IT is prefumed that an account; by
an cyc-witnefs, of the romantic but unprovoked
invalion of Egypt by General Bonaparte, will
not be uninterefting to the Britith Public. 'The
Author, 2 member of the Inflitute of Cairo, and
an cxcellent draftfman, was fele@cd to accom-
pany the troops defigned for the conquett of
Upper Vaypt, that under the protection of a
military efcort he might have an opportunity of
examining thole ftupendops remaing, and eter-

nal documents of the ancient civilization of the
country, to which irs then unfettled ftote had
denied a pgaceable admifiioh.  Henee tie vwork
contains an agreeable mixtore oi incident and
defeription : and it the journal of the defultory
operations of a camprign agzinft an encewy,
whofc rapid moLiO“m, wholc in\'inciblc cournge,
whofe perfevering bravery alw, Ly:» rendsred him
a formidable opponcnt, fergunts wnfeafdhably
now and rlen an account of the vencrdble mo-

nuincnts
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numents of Thebes or Tentyra ; yet this very
interruption becomes a ftimulus to curiofity,
and the attention of the reader, though kept up
adtive to the laft, will not he withdrawn ungra-
tified. Citizen Denon, not being a foldier by
profeffion, and therefore not hardened to the
:atrocltlcs of war, has, notwithftanding his na-
tutal partiality towards his countrymen, and his
perfonal regard for many of the chiefs in the
expedition, given a fairer account of the treat-
ment which the natives underwent from their
invaders, than we are likely to receive from any
other quarter : and, indeed, of the campaigns in
Upper Egypt, he is as yet the only hiftorian: in
this view, therefore, his narrative is of peculiar
value. We fee what a dreadful licence of luft,
rapine, and {laughter, the French troops were
allowed to indulge in, and how whole villages
were exterminated upon the bare fufpicion of
meditating refiftance to the ravithers of their
women, the defolators of their fields, the incen-
diaries of their houfes. We fie that fo far from
conciliating the efteem of the Egyptians, the
French dominion was confined to the range of
their cannon, that their ftragglers were cut off
like profcribed bg:aﬂr of prey; and, prefled by

the Aribs on one fide, and Murad-Bey on the
other,
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other, they were kept in a conftant ftate of
watchfulnefs and alarm. The military tranfac.
tions, however, are neither the moft pleafing,
nor the prominent feature of the work : the Au-
thor was by ncceflity a foldier, but by profeflion
an artift, and 2 man of letters; hence the re-
mmains of the archite@ure, the fculpture, and
the painting of the ancient Egyptians, were the
principal obje@s of his attention ; and thefe he
has defcribed both by words and the pencil, fo
as to render them highly interefting to all thofe
who feel any curiofity about a nation, from
whom ancient Greece derived her fublimeft
phil sfophy, and which is infeparably connected
with the earlicr ages of the Jewith hiftory.
With resard to the prefent Englifh edivion, a
few wordy remain to be faid. The narrative in
the original is one continued jourﬁal, without
divifion of chapters, from the embarkation of
the author at Toulon to bis landing again in
France at Frejus ; to this are added feveral notes,
more particularly illufirative of the plates, and
mentioning little traits of manners and cuftoms,
which the Author, cither from inadvertence, or
want of apportunity, ncgledted to introduce
into the text. The Tr. »flgtor, however, has
taken the liber'ty of breaking, the joufnal into

{cparate
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feparate chapters, without, however, in the leaft:
degree altering the order of its arrangement ;

in a few inftances, of incorporating with
the text fuch pary of the notes as appear to
have Leen thrown to the end of the original
work, miercly in confequence of haviig been
forgotten.

" Notwithflanding the liberal allowance of
plates, it has been found cxpedient, for fear of
too much enhancing the price of this edition,
(the ¥French original of which fells in London
for twenty-onc guineas) to leave out a few
which are contained in the original. The pic-
turcique vicws, therefore, of the battles, and of
fomnc other tranfactions, which, from their very
nature muft be mere fancy pieces, arc omitted :
a fimilar liberty has alfo occafionally been taken,
in fclecting he beft of two or three views of
the fame place from different pofitions. In this
arsangement the Proprictors have been cnabled
to rctain nearly the whole of thofe cngravings
which reprefent the architectrral and hicrogly-
phical remains of Upper Lgypt, and which:
comprize the valuable part of the dccorations

of this fplendid work. : -
’ . A A,



PREFACE.

.

HEN an author bas decided

on writing a preface, his prin-~
cipal aim is to give an idea of the
nature of his work. This taik,
which becomes in a manner an ob-
ligation, I fhall fulfil by inferting
here the difcourfe it was my intcn-
tion to read to the Inftitute of Cairo,
on my return from upper Egypt.

“ You have acquainted me, citi-
zens, that the Inftitute expected
from me an account of my travels
in upper Egypt, for which purpofe
[ was, in the courfe of different fit-
tings, to read extracts from the
journal intended to actompahy,the

Vor. I. - A P ‘drawings
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drawings I have brought from thence.
My defire to meet the withes of the
Inftitute will ftimulatec me to digeft,
without lofs of time, a multitude of
notes- which I have made, without
any other pretenfion than that of
forgctting no part of what offered
itfelf daily to my obfervation. I was
engaged in travelling through a
country which was known to Eu-
ropc by name only: it thercfore
became important to defcribe every
thing; and [ was fully aware, that at
my rcturn I fhould be interrogated
on all fides, rclative to what might,
according to liis habitual ffudies or
his character, the moft powerfully
excite the curiofity of each of my
enquirers. I have made drawings of
Obj(‘.‘(&b of cvery defcription; and if

' Iam



PREFACE. i

I am here fearful of fatiguing thofe
to whom I difplay my numerous
produdtions, feeing that they merely
re-trace what they have before their
cyes, I fhall, perhaps, on my-each-
ing France, have to reproach my-
{elf for not having multiplied them
ftill more, or, to fpeak morc cor-
rectly, thall lament that the circum-
ftances in which I was placed did
not allow me either the time or the
conveniences to do {o. If iny zcal has
called forth all the means of which
I am poflefled, thefe means have
becn powerfully feconded by the
commapder in chief, whofe grand
conceptions {uffer none of the details
to efcapc him. Being aware that
the aim of my travels was to vifit
the monuments of upper Egypt, he

A2 . feht
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fent me with the divifion which was
to achieve the conqueft of that tcr-
ritory. In General Defaix I found
an inquifitive philofopher, a friend
of the arts, from whom I rceeived
all the attentions which the cu-
cumftances would allow. From Ge-
neral Beliard I experienced friend-
thip, and unwearied affiduities ; from
the officers politenefs; and the ut-
moft civility from all the foldiers of
the twenty-firft half-brigade. In
fhort, I made fo truly a part of
the battalion it formed, and within
which I had in a manner taken up
my abode, that I was frequently in
the heat of aétion without recolleét-
ing myfelf, and without refleéting
that war was foreign t'o' my avoca-
tions. *

As
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“ As our troops were engaged in
the purfuit of an enemy conftantly
mounted, the movements of the di-
vifion were ifivariably both unfore-
feen and multiplied. I was~there-
fore {fometimes obliged to pafs ra-
pidly over the moft interefting mo-
numents; and at other times to ftop
where there was nothing to obferve.
If, however, 1 have felt the fatigue
of unproducdtive marches, I have allo
expericnced that it is often advan-
tageous to take a fummary view of
important objeéts’ previoufly to” an
entry into their details ; that, if at
firft fight they dazzle by their num-
ber, they afterwards become clafled
in the mind by refle¢tion ; and that, if
it be neceflary ftudioufly to preferve
the firft impreflions, ‘it is ohly dur-

Az ling
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ing the abfence of the object which
has given rife to them, that thefc
impreflions can be carefully exa-
mined and ahalyzed: It has alfo
ftruck~me, that an artift who under-
takes to travel, thould, before hc
fets out, diveft himfelf of all profei-
fional prejudices ; and that he onght
not to confider what may, or what
may not make a fine drawing, but
the general intereft which the afpect
of the {pot he purpofes to draw may
infpire. 1 have already, citizens,
been recompenfed for having di-
vefted myfelf of thefe prejudices, by
the flattcring curiofity you have dif-
played, and by the avidity with
which you have examined the im-
menfe number of drawings I have
brought with.me ; —drawings which

B I made
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I made moft frequently on my knee,
or ftanding, or even on horfeback.
I have never been able to finifth any
one of them as I could have wifthed,
for this reafon, that during the 4pace
of a whole year I could never find
a table fufliciently ftraight and even,
to be able to lay a ruler on it.

“ It has therefore been with a
view to rcply to your queftions,
that I have made this multitude of
drawings, frequently too {mall, be-
caufe our marches were too precipi-
tate to ecnable me 'to feize the de-
tails of the objects, the afpet and
enfembls at leaft of which I was de-
termined to bring away with me.
It is in this way that I have taken
in the mafs the pyramids of Sfak-
haral, the fite of w?‘ic}}‘l trofled

A 4 on

- !
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on a gallop, in my way to fix mj-
felf for a month in the mud houfes
of Bnifuct. This interval of time
was {pent in comparing the charac-
ters,“and in drawing the perions and
drefles of the different nations which
now inhabit Egypt, together with
their buildings, and the pofitions of
their villages.

“ 1 faw at length the portico of
Hermopolis, the huge mafles of the
ruins of which gave me the earlicft
idea of the {plendour of the coloflal
architeéture of the Egyptians. On
each of the blocks of which this
edifice was compofed, I fancied I
faw engraved the -words poficrity,
eternity.

“ Sho1t]y after, Denderah (Ten-
tXl’lS) ‘taught me that it was not in

' the
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the doric, 1onic, and corinthian or-
ders alone, that the beauties of archi-
tecture were to be fought : where-
cver a h'trmony of parts exifts, there
be'lut)r is to be found. I had ap-
proached thefe edifices in the morn--
ing : in the evening I was fnatch-
ed away from them, more agitated
than fatisfied. I had feen a hun-
dred things, while a thoufand others
had efcaped me; and had, for the
firft time, found accefs to the arch-
ives of the arts and {ciences. 1 had
the prefentiment that I fhould méet
with nothing finer in Egypt; and,
after having made twenty journies
to Denderah, I am confirmed in this
opinion. The fciences of arts, united
by good tafte, have deccorated the
temple of Ifis: .there _a_ﬁrc}_ugzily,

morals,
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morals, and metaphyfics, aflume
thape and figure, and thefe figures
and fhapes decorate the ceilings,
'frizes, and bafes, with at leaft as
much tafte and grace as vur flight
.and infignificant paintings iz frefco
ornament the modern cabinets.

““ We continued to advance. I
muft confefs that I trembled a
thoufand times, left Mourad-bey,
wearied with fhunning us, fhould
cither furrender, or try the chance
of a battle. 1 was of opinion, that
the onc which was fought near Sa-
manhut would wind up this great
drama: m the midft, however, of
the combat, it ftruck Mourad-hey
that the defert would be more fatal
to us than his arms. Dcfaix was
thus zgain deprived of an oppor-

tunity
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tunity of deftroying him; while, for
my part, I cherithed the hope of
purfuing him beyond the tropic.

“ We marched towards Thebes,
the name alone of which fills the
imagination with vaft recolleétions.
As if this city could efcape me, 1
made a drawing of it the moment
it came in view. We paffed through
it {o rapidly, that fcarcely was a
monument difcovered, when 1t was
neceflary to abandon it.

‘¢ Therc a colofial ftatue prefent-
ed itfelf which could be meafured
by the eye alone, governed by the
fenfation of furprife which the view
of it occafioned. To the right were
{feen mountains excavated and {culp-
tured ; “to the left, temples which,

viewed at a diftance, appeared like
: 1o
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fo many rocks. Next came palaces,
and other temples, which I was
obliged to quit precipitately. 1 re-
turned, to" fcck 1nechanically the
husdred gates of which Houier poeti-
cally {peaks, to exprefs by a fingle
word this {plendid city, the weight
of the porticocs of which opprefled
the earth, while the breadth of
Egypt {carcely fufficed for its com-
pafs and extent. Secven fubfequent
journies thither have not fatisfied
the curiofity with which this firft
vifit infpircd me. It was not until
the fourth that I was cnabled to
crofs to the oppofite fide of the
river.

« Farther on, I fhould have re-
garded Hermontis as fyperD, if that
‘city had not been placed {fo near to
‘ B the



PREFACE. xiii

the gatcs of Thebes. The temple’
of Efneh, the ancient Latapolis, ap-
peared to me to be the perfection
of art among the Egyptians, and
one of the fineft produétions of an-
tiquity. That of Edfi, or Apolli-
nopolis Magna, is one of the largeft,
beft preferved, and moft advantagg-
oufly fituated of the monuments of
Egypt. In its prefent fiate it ftill
appears like a fortrefs which com-

mands the {urrounding country.
¢ Tt was there that the deftination
of my travels was decided on: we
fet out on our march for Syen¢ (Af-
{uan) under the moft pofitive in-
Gructions. In this paffage through
the defert, I felt for the firft time
in my life the weight of years, on
which I had not reckoried when- I
" 4 cngaged
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engaged in the expedition. On this
occafion 1 derived greater fupport
from my {pirit than from my
ftrength. At Syene I quitted the
army, to remain with the half-bri-
gade which was to keep Mourad-bey
in check in the dcfert. Proud at
finding my country in pofieflion of
the very boundaries which had once
belonged to the Roman cmpire, T
inhabited with exultation the quar-
ters which three Roman cohorts had
anciently occupied for the defence
of thefc limits. During the twenty-
two days which I {pent on this ccle-
brated fpot, I took poflcflion of
whatever was to be found in its vi-
cinity. I extended my conquefts as
far as Nubia, on the other fide of
Philac, that delightful ifland, where

‘ .
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it was neceflary to fnatch by force
from the inhabitants the curiofities
with which it abounded; and the
templcs of which were not opened
to me until after five days of fiege
and fix journies I had made thither.
Fecling all the importance of mak-
ing you acquainted with the fpot I
inhabited, and with all the intereft-
ing obje&s it contained, I have made
drawings even of the rocks, of the
qug_rri‘es_ of granitc from whence
have been drawn thofe colofial fta-
tues, thofe obeclifks fiill more than
coloflal, and thofe blocks covered
witl}‘ hicroglyphics fo-cclebrated in
h_@my With the form of them I
could have wifthed to bring back
with me the {pecimens which would
have intercfted you the moft pawer-

fully.
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fully. Not being able to make a map
of the country, I have drawn a bird’s-
eye view of the entrance of the Nile
into Egypt,-together with views of
that_river_running over beds of gra-
nite, which feem to have marked the
boundaries between Ethiopia and a
country more fertile and temperate.
Quitting for ever the former rude
territory, I approached the verdant
Elephantm, the garden of the tropic.
I fouornt and meafured all the mo-
numents it contains, and quxttcd
with regret that tranquil abode,
where the pleafing occupations 1n
which I had been cngaged had re-
eftablithed my health, and given me
a new vigour.
“ On the right bank of the Nile
| vxﬁ*ed Ombos, the cxty of the cro-
codile,
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codile, and that of Jyno_ Lucina,
Coptos, where I was obliged to pro-
teét, from the fanaticiim of the
Mckkyns, the riches I brought away
with me. i

“ After making fome ftay at Ké-
nch, I accompanied the party which
had to crofs the defert, and to pro-
ceed to Kofséir, to check the new
emigrations from Arabia. 1 faw
what may be denominated the cu-
pola of the chain of mountains of
Mokuthaun, and the fteril _banks of
the Red Sea. I there lcarned to re-
vere that patient animal, which na-
ture fecms to have placed in thofe
regions to atone for the error fhe
had ‘committed in creating a defert.
I now returned to Kénéh, from
whence I fet out at dlffenent .mter—

Vou. L. . "B+ ¢ vals
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vals to vifit Edfu, Efnch, Hermon-
tis, Thcbes, and Denderah, negleét-
ing no opportunity to rcpair to E4fu
and to Thebes, whencver a detach-
ment was ordered to cither of thefe
l)laccs; and, indced, accompanying
the detachnients wherever they were
fent. If a fondnefs for antiquities
has frequently made me a {oldier,
on the other hand, the kindnefs of
the foldiers, in alding me in my rc-
fcarches, has often made antiquaries
of them. In thefo latter journies I
vifited the tombs of the kings, to
the end that in thefe fecret depofi-
tories I might form an idea of the
art of painting among the Egy ptians,
of their ute 'nfils, ar p_ls_,af_grmture,
mufical ig_it_:_‘gmcnts, ccremonics, and
triumphs. L was alfo on thefe oc-

cafions
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cafions that I aflurcd myfelf, that
the hicroglyphics fculptured on the
walls wcre not tlmz books of
that learned nation. -After having
difcovered on thc bass-reliefs the re-
prcfentations of perfons in_the act
of W'£1_t1r_]0' [ made the additional
difcovery of that roll of papyrus, of
that unique manufcript which has
alrcady engaged your attention.
This fragilc rival of the pyramids,
this invaluable pledge of a preferva-
tory climate, this monument which
time has {parcd, is the moft ancicat
of all books, and boafts the duration

of forty ccnturics.
¢ I {fought, in the courfe of thefe
latter excurfions, to complete by ap-
proximations the voluminous collec-
tion of hicroglyphical: paintngs’ I
: J L) have
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have formed. In thinking of you,
citizens, and of all the literati of
Europe, I felt the refolution to copy,
with a {crupulous nicety, the minute
details of thefe dry and unmeaning
paintings, which could not other-
wife intercft me than by the aid of
your intelligence.

¢ Now that I am returned, laden
with my productions, the weight of
which has been daily augmented, I
have forgotten the labour which they
coft me, from the perfuafion that,
being completed under your infpec-
tion, and with the help of your coun-
fel, they may hereafter become ufe-
ful to my country, and be worthy
to be prefented to you.”
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CHAPTER L.

The Author embarks at Toulon on board La
Junon—Order of failing of the French Flect
and Convoy — Pafs Corfica and Elba —
Amufements of the Crew at Sca—VFiew of
Sicily from Sea—Join General Defaix’s Con-
voy at Gozo—Mulla. ‘

HAD,from my infancy wifhed to make
a voyagc to Egypt; but time, which
foftens every imprefiion, had weakened this
defirec.  When the expedition, which was®
to render us mafters of th:}t territory, -was

L]
B+ v eoN
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on foot, the p«éfﬁlﬁility of executing my old
proje& awakened the wifh to undertake it.
In a word, the hero who commanded the
expedition decided on my departure: he
promifed to take me with him; and | had
no anxiety about my return. As foon as [
had made the neceflary provifion for thofe
whofe exiftence dcpended on my own, I
became tranquil as to what was pafled, and
devoted myfelf wholly to the future. Being
fully perfuaded that he who is in the con-
'ftant purfuit of any objeé acquires from
thence the ablhty to attain his_aim, I no
. longcr refleéted on the obftacles which were
in my way, or at leaft [ felt within myfelf
all that was neceffary to furmount them.
My heart palpitated, without my being able
to explain whether this cmotion arofe trom
. jay or from forrow. Shunning all focial in-

tcrcourfc, I wandcrcd about, ‘and became
‘ Lt ' agitated,
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agitated, without having any olje in view,
and without forefecing or providing any part
of what would become fo ufeful to me in
a country wherc few rcfources were to be
found. The brave and unfortunate Du
Favea permitted my nephew to accom-,
pany mc, an indulgence for which I felt
every gratitude. In quitting all that was
dear to me, to have the fociety of an amiable
relative was the means of prcventing the
chain of my affections from being broken :
it kept my mind in the exercife of its fen-
fibility ; and maiked the delicacy of that
zood and enlightened mun.

1 fhall fay but little of my journey from
Paris to the port whuie we were to embark.
We arrived at Lyons witheut having qujttcd
our cdrriage ; and we therc embarked on the
Rhone to procced to Avignon. On view-
ing the fine banks of the Saonc, and the

1

. . picturéfque
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pi¢turefque fcenes of the Rhone, it ftruck
me, that, without cnjoying what he poficfles
at home, man feeks in diftant climes food
for his infatiable curiofity. I had feen the
Neva, I had viewed the Tiber, and I was
,now in fearch of the Nilc: I had, howeves,
‘when in Italy, fcen no antiquitigs fuperior
to thofe of Nifmes, Orange, Bcauvaife, St.
Remy, and Aix. I mention the latter place,
becaufe we ftaid an hour there, which gave
me an opportunity to bathe in the apart-
ment, and in the very bath in which, fince
the time of the Proconful Sextus, nothing
except the cock had been changed.

We fpent a day at Marfeilles, from whence
we fet out on the 13th of May, 1798, for
Toulon. On the following day I embarked
on board the frigate La Junon, which, in
company with two other frigatcs, was to re-
connoitre ahead of the fleet.

' " ' The
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The wind was foul, and wc quitted the
pert with fome difficulty. We fell aboard
two other veflels, an unlucky omen, which
would have induced a Roman to return
mto port. He would, however, have been
to blame, feeing that chance, which in al-,
moft all cafes helps us more _qﬁ‘cé’cuglly‘thar;

we can help ourfelves, by not allowing me

to do what I wifhed, and by condu&ing me
mmplicitly to what I was to do, placed me
{rom that moment at the advance-poft,which
I was not to quit during the expedition.

On the 15th, our manccuvres were con-
fined to ftanding oft and on the port.

Towards the evening of the 106th, we
difcovered four fail, which manceuvred in
order of battle to lecward of us, The ham-
mocks werc ordered on deck; a terrible com-
mand, of which no idea can be formed by
thefe who Lliive not been at fca. .Silcg‘c_c',_

2 terror,
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terror, the preparatives for flaughter, and
thofe ftill more dreadful to meet, its confe-
quences, all difplay themfelves in the fame
point of view. The munceuvres and the
guns are the only objects of folicitude: the
.crew form but g fccondary confideration.

Night came, but did not reftore our tran-
quillity : we pafled it at our pofts. At day-
break we found that we had taken every
advantage of the wind. The veflels in fight
of us were fo diftant, that we could not
judge whether they were fhips of the line or
tngates. They were four to our three; and
our lower rigging was embarraffed by trains
of artillery. In the afternoon the commo-
dore ordercd us to form a line of battle,
hoifting his colours, and firing a gun. The
fhips in view of us ncw hoifted Spanith co-
lours. At night we were allowed to fleep ;
but, at three in the morning were awakened
by, the order to prepare for action.
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I was not forry that the expedition thould
begin by fomething brilliant: I was not,
however, without my apprehenfions of ex-
changing the Nile for the Thames. We
were within gun-fhot of the ftrange fhips,

when our commodore fent his boat on
board them. After an hour’s abfence, the-
boat returned with the intelligence that we
had caufcd an uncafinefs equal to our own
to four Spamifh frigates, which certainly did
not come to feek a quarrel with us.

On the 19th, at day-break, the wind
thifted to the north-weit.  The fhips of the
line and the convoy quitted the port, and
by noon the fea was covered with veflels.
How grand a fpectacle! Never can any na-
tional difpday give a more fublime idea of
the fplendour of France, of her firength,
and of her means. Is it poffible to reflect
without admjration on the facility and

promptitude
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promptitude with which this great and me-
morable expedition was got ready ? Thou-
fands of perfons belonging to all the clafles
of focicety repaired to the ports, almoft the
wholc of them ignorant of what was to be
their deftination. They deferted wives, <hil-

dren, friends and fortune, to follow Bonaparte,

and for this rcafon only, that Bonapartc was

to be_their guide.
On the 2oth, the Orient at length quit-

ted the port, and we put to fea with a fair
wind, each veflel taking her ftation in or-
der of failing.  Our {quadron of {rigates was
ahead. Next came the commandcer in chicf,
with his advice-boats, and the line of battle
thips. Thc convoy kept within fhore, be-
tween the iflands of Ilicres and the main
land. In the evening the “reeze frefhened :
the Franklin carried away her mizen-top-
fail. Two frigatcs belonging to our divi-

fion
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fion were difpatched to give notice to the
Genoa convoy to join us; and on the 22d
in the morning, we were off St. Fiorenzo,
in the Hland of Corfica.

We direéed ou.r courfc towards Cape
Corfo, ftecring to the caft, and lcavif)g to
the left Genoa, and the fhore of Liguria..
Our Jjnc of battle thips extended for a leaguc;
and the half circle formed_by_the convoy
was at lcaft fix leagues in extent. I counted
an hundred and fixty veflcls, without being
able to rcckon the whole.

-On the 23d in the morning, the frigates
had weathered Cape Corfo. The line of
hattle thips were off the Cape, and the ifland
of Capraya. The convoy followed in good
order; but.being t<; lceward of the Cape,
and not being able to double it in the courfe
of the day, we were obliged to lic to at the
diftance of a leaguc from the land.

Or
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On the morning of the 24th, the frigates
were off the caftern coaft of Corfica, oppo-
fite Baftia, the road and port of which 1
could diftinguifh very clearly. The city ap-
peared to me to be well i)uilt, and the coun-
try about it s :ude in its afpe@ than the
.rcft of the ifland. 1 made a drawing of this
fpot (Fig. 1. Plate 1)  The ifland of Elba is’
a rock of fegruginous earth, the cryftallized
portions of which prefent all the colours of
the prifm. This rock 15 divided into three
fovereignties. The feignory and mines be-
long to the prince of Piombino; Porto Fer-
raio, to the left, belongs to thc. grand duke
of Tufcany; and, to the right, Porto Lon-
gone is the property of the king of Naples.®

The fouth-weft part of the ifland of Ca-

praya, which was within »ur view, is no

* By the laft treaty of peace with Naples, the pof-
feflion of the ifland is fecured to Frarce.
other
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other than a fteep and inacceffible rock,
This ifland belongs to the Genoefe, who
have, at the caftern part, a fortrefs and an
anchorage ground.

At five in the aftcrnoon the ifland of Pia-
rlgfci was to the caft of us. Its flat furface is
a league in extent; and as it is elevated a
few fect only above the furface of the fea,
it 1s extremely dangerous in the night to pi-
lIots who are unacquainted with the coaft.
It 1s fituated between the ifland of Elba and
Monte Chrifto, an uncultivated rock, aban-
doned to wild goats, To the weft of the
latter ifland the wind died away, and our
fluggith convoy ceafed to make any progrefs.

When a calm enfues, floth develops all
the paffions of the crew of a veflel, giving
birth to each fuperfluous want, and to the
difputes which arife to procure it. The fea-
men wanted double allowance, and vent:Z

Vor. L. C | their



34 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

their complaints. The moft greedy among
them fold their effe@s, or difpofed of them
by way of lottery; while others, with a ftrong
propenfity to gamble, played, and loft more
in a quarter of an hour than they could pay
*jn their life-time. Thofe who had loft their
money ftaked their watches, fix or eight of
which I have feen depending on the chance
of a die. 'When night put a ftop to thefe
turbulent enjoyments, a bad fiddle, or a
worfe finger, charmed a numcrous auditory
on the deck ; while, at a little diftance from
thefe, an energetic ftory-teller drew the at-
tention of a group of a feamen, who never
failed to manifeft their refentment againit
any one who fhould attempt to interrupt
the recital of the prodigies of valour and
marvellous adventurcs of Tranche-Montagne.*
The hero of thefc tales being invarnably a

A fory fimilar to that of our Jack the giant-killer.

. oo . warrior,
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warrior, each of the adventures was as pro-
bable as it was interefting to the auditors,
In the mean time our provifions diminithed
daily, while we remained in a manner fta-
tionary. o

On the 25th, we were ftill off Monte
Chrifto, and the eaftern coaft of Corfica.
This part of the ifland appeared to me to be
more agreeable, and better cultivated than
the others,

On the 26th, at day-break, we were off
the ftrait of Bonifacio; and, our convoy
being colleéted, fhould have made a confi-
derable progrefs, had we not been obliged
to lic to, and to wait for the divifions of
Ajaccio and Civita Vecchia. The Diane
and an advice-boat had been difpatched to
them.; while the fri_ggtcs had received orders
to cruife ahcad, and to hail and reconnoitre
veflels. .

Ca On
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On the morning of the 27th, we had en-
tirely loft fight of land. The following day
was fpent in a ftate of perfett ftagnation.
In afea cruife a calm refembles the fleep
which opium procures in a raging fever : the

‘evil is fufpended, but the malady is not fub-
dued.

On the 29th, we ftood on, having been
joined by the Ajaccio convoy : that of Civita
Vecchia had not made fo much fpeed. The
ifland of Corfica was no longer in view ;
and we were abreaft of the ifland of Talara.

The ifland of Sardipja is not fo elevated
as Corfica. Thefe two iflands, one fituated
at the cxtremity of the other, appear like
a prolongation of the chain of the Alps,
which terminates at the pulf of Genoa, as
do alfo the chains_of the Apennines and
Vofges mountains, together with all thofe

Teeoptary chajhs, whick arc z'xo other than
2 fo
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fo many branches diverging from the fame
point. At noon the fignal was made for a
written order.  'We were fo much in need
of events, that this circumftance di.ﬂ'ufcd
gladnefs 1n every breaft. The purport of
the order was, that we were to proceed to
nghin, and, on our arrival off that port,
were to rcturn to P(_)l:tq__VCthip, if we had
been anticipated by an. enemy of fuperiot
force.

On the 30th and 311t, we were prevent-
ed from taking advantage of the wind, the
thips of the linc and convoy doing nothing
but ftanding off and on. In the evening we
were joined by the Badine, which brought
the intellizence that we might be almoft eer-
tain pf reaching Cagliar1 point without mo-
leftation. Nothing new occurred until the
4th of Junc, Our provifions werc nearly
expended, and our water become fo fétid”as

Cs to
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to be fcarcely drinkable. The ufeful ani-
mals had difappeared, while thofe that fed
on us were multiplied an hundred fold.

On the following day, the 5th, we re-
ceived orders to form the line afreth, which
led us to think that we were to profccute
our cxpedition without delay, and for that
purpofe to crofs over to the oppofite fhore.
The Diane led. 'We repeated her fignals to
the Alcefte, which tranfmittecd thcm to the
Spartiate, from whence, by the medium of
the Aquilon, they were conveyed to the thip
of the commander in chief. By eight o’clock
we were 1n the order I have juft defcribed.
In cafe the Diane fhould chace an encmy’s
veflel, the other fhips compofing the flying
fquadron were to crowd fail ¢ come up with
her and her chace.  We faw feveral fmall
dolphins play before thc hecad of the thip;

“Bbuft;y to"our great mortification, they difap-

_ pearc
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peared while we were preparing to harpoon
them. 1 had a clofe view of them. Their
progrefs refembles the pitching of a veflel.
They Icap out of the water, and dart for-.
ward twenty feet. They arc clegantly thaped,
and their rapid movements rather refemble a
{portive gaiety, than announce the voracity of
an animal in queft of its prey. In the even-
mg the wind frefhened, and, fhifting round
from the caft to the weft, colleéed the con-
voy in fuch a way, that I fancied I faw Ve-
njcc floating on the waves. At fun-fet we
defcried Martimo, and received orders to
rally the convoy, i the midft of which we
were to pafs the night, as in a floating city.
On the 6th, we kept in the fame order of
failing.  'We were fill in fight of Martimo,
a rock which refembles a mole, at the weft-
ern point of wicily. It is one of the rally-
g points of the I\chitcrm.x-mm.l, wha'cmi.vc
' Ca - might
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might have fallen in with the Englith. The
wind frethened, and we went at thc rate
of two leagues an hour., Under fuch cir-
cumﬂ:‘anccs as thefe, the inconveniences of
a fea-life are forgotten, and nothing felt biot
the advantage of having fuch an agent as
the fea for the tranfport and conveyance of
forty thoufand men, as in our cafe, without
halt or relay. At onc o'clock, being off Mar-
timo, and at one league’s diftancc from
thence, we deferied Favagnana, another rack,
fituated in front of Trapano, and mount Erjx,
which overlooks that city, celebrated for a

temple of Venus, and for the way in which

facrifices were there made to that goddefs.
I had formerly vifited mount Erix, where |
had fought the temple, and the city re-
nowned for the beauty of its female inhabi-
tants: in fpite, however, of my youth, and
“of a fervid i{nagjnation, I could difcover no-

thingy
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thing but a paltry village, and fome founda-
tions of a temple.

The coaft of Sicily, a country agreeable,
productive, and well cultivated, made us
amends for the rude afpeét of the coafts of_
Corfica, and the adjacent rocks. To me it
had another charm, that of remembrance.
I had figured to myfclf Sicily as an ancient
property. 1 could perccive, through the
vapours of the atmofphcere, Marfala, former-
ly Lihbieum, from whence the Greeks and
Romans defceried the fleets which came out
from Carthage to attack them. At a more
remote diftance, T had a glimpfe of the ver-
dant and flourifhing plains of Mazzarra, and
of the city of Motaula, cclebrated for the
combat between the Carthaginians and Sy-
racufans. My imagination, following the
couft, firured to itfelt the afped of Sclinuns,

its temples and its upright, columns {hil re-
4 D

fembling
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fembling towers. At a fhll greater diftance,
I fancied 1 could perceive the hofpitable
Agrigentum. We made a progrefs of three
leagues an hour; and the pi¢turc which my
imagination had drawn was about to be re-
;ilizcd, when a fignal was made to call in the
frigates.

The night was finc ; we fpent 1t i the
midft of the fleet. I had requefted to be
waked if the land fhould be in fight at day-
break. At half after three I was on deck;
and as foon as the day dawned, I perceived
that the flect and convoy had put out to fea,
and were fteering towards Malta.  Sicily
foon difappeared. To the fouth weft 1 per-
cetved, or rather I fancied 1 could diftin-
guith, the ifland of PMC}.:I, in the midift
of the thick clouds in which it is conftantly
enveloped. Thither it was that thc Romans
cx_i_E:_(}:Lthc illl!ﬁ:}'mgl.lgﬁL&CTS they pro-

' . fcribed ;
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fcribed ; and there the Neapolitan ftate-pri-
foners are at this time confined.

On the 7th we had a clear tky ; but, the
wind having died away, we made but little
progrefs. Having been obliged to give chacc
to a ftrange fail, we werce feparated from the
flect, which we could not jomn afterwards.
We faw a fith about cighty fcet in length,

The night was calm; and on the 8th, at
day-break, we were precifely in the fituation
m which we had been on the preceding
evening at fun-fct.  To the north caft we
deferied Etna towering above the horizon.
I could fec its figure very diftinétly. The
fmoke iffucd from the caftern fide, and de-
notcd an cruption from an accidental aper-
ture. , Notwithftanding 1t was fifty leagugs
d:l__{‘gg‘t}_t from us, 1t appeared larger than the
mountams to the fouth, which were diftant
only twelve leagues.  'Whenthe fun lag at-

.

. tained
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tained a certain degrec of clevation, it difap-
peared, together with the fhadow by which
its circumference was marked.
At fix in the cvening we deferied Gozo,
which, at the diftance of feven leagues, 1
"vcry clearly diftinguifhed, reddening at the
horizon. We lay to all night to wait for
the convoy. On the following morning, at
day-break, I had another view of Etna, the
fmoke of which fpread itfclf in the air to a
diftance of morc than twenty leagues, like a

long fheet of vapours. We werc then fifty-

three leagucs diftant from the ifland.

The men of war all pafled under the ftern
of the commander in chief. We had not
as yet approached the QOrient fince our de-
parture ; and this evolution was fo awful and
majeftic, that, notwithftanding the pleafurc
we had at feceing cach other again, we did
not 2dd a fingle phrafe to the good day which

we pronounced with a low voice in paffing.
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We fteered towards the north fide of
Gozo. Itis an clevated rock in form of a
peak, and without anchorage. We after-
wards coafted along the weftern part, within
half gun-fhot. On that fide, which at firft
fight appears as barrcn as the other, cotton is: .
however cultivated.  All the little vallies
refcmble fo many gardens.  In the middle
of the ifland there 1s a large willage, and on
the moft clevated part a fortrefs with cafe-
mates, very well built.

At eight 1in the morning a fignal was
made for feveral firange fails, thirty of which
could be diftinguifhed.  'Was this the enc-
my's fleet 2 On reconnoitering, it was found
to be the Civita Vecchia convoy, having
on board General Defaix’s divifion. This
convéy had kept within fhore along the Ita-
lian coaft, had pafied through the ftrait of
Meffina, and ‘was off Malta fome days hefore

Us»
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As an impetuous torrent, which has in-
creafed its bulk in paffing over mountains
covered with fhow, threatens in its courfe,
accelerated by its mafs, to fweep away forefts
and «<ities; fo our fleet, now become im-
menfe, unqueftionably fpread terror and dif-
may wherever it was defcried.  Corfica,
warned of our approach, fclt no other emo-
tion than that which is infpired by fo grand
a fpcétacle : Sicily was appalled; and Malta
in a ftatc of ftupid confternation. We will

not, however, anticipate events.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IL

Arrival of the Fleet at Malta— Attack on the.
Town and Capitulation-——The Fleet purfue
their Voyage—Accident at Sea—Difcover
the Britifle Flect ncar Candia—Make the
Coaft of Egypt— Barren Appearance of the
Land—Tower of the Arabs— View of
Alexandria from Sea—The Army difem-

bark and carry Fort Marabon.

T five in the afternoon we were off
Cumino and Cuminotto, two iflots
which lie between Gozo and Malta, and
whicl.), together with thefe iflands, confti-
tutc the whole of the fovereignty of the
Grand Mafter. Thcrg are feveral fm!! SGr-

. treflus
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trefles to prote@ thefe iflots from the Bar-
bary pirates, and to prevent them from eftab-
lithing themfelves there when the Maltefe
gallies are no longer at fea. One of our
barks approached, but a landing was rcfufed:
_the fent her {fmall boat to found the anchor-
ing grounds. At fix o'clock we defcried
Malta, the afpeét of which delighted me as
much as when I firft faw 1it. Two paltry
barks came out to offcr us tobacco. The
evening clofed, and not a light was to be
difcovered in the city. Our frigate was oft’
the entrance of the port, within lefs than a
gun fhot of fort St. Elmo. Orders were
given to prepare for landing the troops. At
nine o’clock a fignal was made for the fhips
to take their ftations: therc was little or no
wind : the fhips of the linc made night fig-
nals relative to thefe movements, and to

thef of the convoy. Rcckets were let off,
and
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and guns fired, 1n confequence of which all
the lights were extinguifhed in the port.
Our captain went on board the flag-fhip,
but on his returd concealed from us the or-
ders he had received. )

On the 10th, at four in the moming,.
having been carricd away by the ftrength of
the currents, we were to lecward of the
ifland, the eaftern part of which was in
fight : it was ftill calm. I madc (No. 1.
Plate 1I1.) a drawing of the whole of the
ifland of Gozo, and of the two iflots, to
give an 1dga of the gencral form of ‘this
group, and of its furface on the horizontal
linc of the {ca.

A gentle breeze {prung up, and advantage
was taken of it to form a femi-circular line,
one of the extremities of which terminated
at St. Catharinc’s point, and the other a
leagu; to.the left of the city, blocking, the

fh?{.] , D ” gport.
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port. The centre was ftationed off forts St.
Elmo and St. Angeclo; and the convoy at
anchor between Cumino and Gozo. Im-
mediately after, a fhot was fired from fort
St. C;ztharinc, levelled at the barks which
“approached the fhore, and at the troops for
landing under the command of General De-
faix. Inftantly another fhot was fired from
the fortrefs which commands the city, and
on this fortrefs the ftandard of the Religion
was difplayed, at the fame time that, at the
other extremity of the line of our veflels, our
boats were employed 1n landing troops anéd
field-pieces.  Scarcely were they formed on
the beach, when they proceeded to the at-
tack of two pofts, the garrifons of which
retreated after a momentary refiftance. The
batteries of all the forts now commenced a
fire on the thips and debarkations. This fire
they kept up till the eyening, with a{i‘npfu-

«  dent
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dent precipitation, which betrayed their fears
and confufion. At ten o’clock we faw our
troops afcend the neareft height, and march
to the rear of Valetta, to oppofe a fortie made
by the befieged, who were driven within the
walls, and under the batteries. The ﬁring'
was kept up until night. This attempt on
the part of the knights, aided by the pea-
fants, was fatal to them. During their ab-
fence there had been tumults in the city,
where the populace maffacred feveral of them
on their return.

The wind dying away, we took advantage
“of the little that remained to join the fhips
of the line, from an apprehenfion of being
becalmed, and of being thus expofed to the
firc of two Maltefe gallics which had an-
chored off the entrance of the port. (Sce
No. 2. Plate L) I was conftantly on deck,
and, witk-a fpying glafs in hénd, gould have

D2 kcp;



52 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

kept a journal of all that pafled in the city,
and have noted in a manner the degree of
activity of the paffions by which the move-
ments were guided. . The firft day all was
in martial array, the knights in full uniform,
and a conftant communication kept-up be-
tween the city and the forts, into which
provifions and ammunition of every kind
were thrown.  Every thing, in fhort, indi-
cated hoftility. ©On the fecond day the
movements were confined to an agitated
ftate. A part only of the knights were in
uniform : they difputed with cach other,
but had ceafed to act.

On the 11th, at day-break, the ftate of
things was pretty much the fame as on the
preceding evening. A flov and infignifi-
cant fire was kept up by the befieged. Bo-
naparte had returned on board; and General ~
Regnicer, wha had ade himfelf. mafter of

1) GOZO,.
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‘Gozo, had fent off feveral prifoners, French-
men. After having queftioned them, Bo-

naparte faid to them with a ftern voice :

« Since you have taken up arms againft -
“ your country, you fhould have known how
‘“to die. I will not accept fuch prifoners:
‘ you may therefore return to Malta, which
“ is not yet in my poflcflion.”

A bark left the port: we fent a fmall
boat to hail her, and to condué her to the
commander in chicf. When I faw this finall
bark carry at her ftern the ftandard of the
Religion, failing humbly beneath the ram-
parts, which had for two ycars victorioufly
refifted all the forces of the caft, command-
ed by the terriblc Dragut ; when I figured
to myfelf this accumulated glory, acquired
and preferved during feveral ages, melt away
when oppofed to the fortune of Bonaparte, \
I thought I heard thg ghofts of Lifle-Adam

Ds and
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and Lavalette vent their difmal lamentations,
and [ fancied I faw Time make to Philofophy
the illuftrious facrifice of the moft venerable
of all illufions. ‘

At eleven o’clock another bark camc oft
with a flag of truce. It had on board feveral
knights who had quitted Malta, and who
did not wifh to be comprehended among
thofe by whom refiftance had been made.
It was eafy to colle& from their converfation
that the Maltefe had but few refources left.
At four in the aftcrnoon the Junon was
within half gun-fhot of the ifland: I hada
diftin& view of the forts, in which I could
perceive fewer men than guns.

The gatcs of the forts were fhut, and there
was no longer any communication between
them and the city; a circumftance which
manifefted a diftruft and mifunderftanding
between the inhabitants aid the knights.

Junot,
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Junot, an aid-de-camp, was fent with the
general’s ultimatum. A few minutes after,
a deputation of twelve Maltefe commiflaries
went on board t’hc Orient. We werc fta-
tioned exaétly oppofitc the city, which runs
from north to fouth, and which we could
fce from one extremity to the other, the
ftreets being n a right linc.  They were as
well lighted as they were obfcure on the
night of our arrival.

On the 12th, in the morning, we were
informed that the general’s aid-de-camp had
been very favourably received by the inha-
bitants. I could diftinguith, with the help
of my glafs, that the palifade by which fort
St. Elmo is enclofed was affailed by a mul-
titude of perfons. Thofe who were within-
fide were feated on the walls of the batterics,
in an attitude which denoted anxious expec-

tation. At half after cleven, the bark which

D4 had
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had brought the flag of truce, and which
had remained under her ftern during the
night, left the Orient. We rcccived at the
fame time orders to hoift :)ur colours, and,
a mon'Jcnt after, the fignal was madc that
Malta was in our pofiefiion.

This ifland became an intermcdiate fta-

e

tion betwecen our country and the one we

were about to fubduc. It completed the
conqueft of the Mediterranean; and never

had France attained fo great a degree of

power. At five o'clock our troops entered

and took -poficffion of the forts: they were
faluted by the fleet with five hundred guns.

We had been the firft in quitting Toulon,
and we were the laft in entering the harbour
of Malta. We did not land until the 13th
in the morning. 1 was no firanger to this
furprifing city ; and was not lefs ftruck, on
this fecond occafion, than on my firft vifit,

- with
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with the formidable afpet by which it is
chara&crizced. ‘

Geographers arc not decided whether
Malta fhould be annexed to Europe or to
Africa. The perfons of the Maltefe, their
moral‘ charaéter, complexion, and ]anguage,'
ought to detcrmine the quefticn in favour of
Africa.

Both the French and Maltefe were yery
much furprifed at finding themfclves on the
fame ground. On our fide it was cnthu-
fiafm; on their’s, {tupefaction.

All the Turkith and Arabian flaves were

fet free; and never was there a ftronger ex-
preffion of joy than that which they mani-
fefted. When they met the French, grati-
tudg was cxprefled in their countenances in
fo affc@®ing a way, that I repeatedly fhed
tcars. It was to me.a truc feaft of the foul.
To convey an idea of their extreme fatisfac-

tfon
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tion on this occafion, it is neceflary to fiate,
that their governments never cither bought
or exchanged them. Their flavery was not
alleviated by any hope; and they could not
even dream of the termination of their fuf-
ferings.

I went out in quelt of my old acquaint-
ances, and viewed with a new delight the
fine Baintings in frefco of Calabreze, with
which the roof of the church of St. John 1s
decorated, and the magnificent picture of
Michael Angelo de Caravagio, in the facrifty
of the fame church. I next vifited the li-
brary, where I faw an etrufcan vafe tound at
Gozo, of the greateft beauty, both with re-
fpe& to the earth and the painting. I like-
wife infpeted a very large gle’s vafe, a lamp
3lfo found at Gozo, and a kind of votive difk
in ftone, with a bafs relicf, reprefenting on

one })f the ﬁcfl,cs,.a‘ {phinx, with a paw placed
. on

<
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on the head of a ram.  The ftyle of this lat-

ter objeét fufficiently denotes its antiquity,

The other curiofities in the library are to be

found in the defcription of thc cabinet of
Malta, and in that which I have given in my

piturefque trayels in ltaly. A few months®
before our arrival, a tomb had been found

near Malta, at a place named Earbageo,

On the fourth day after our landing, the
commander in chief gave a fupper, to which
thc members of the newly conftituted au-
thotitics were nvited. They faw with equal
furprife and admiration the martial elggance
of our gencrals and the aflemblage of officers,
on whofe countenances becamed health and
vigour, glory and hope. They were ftruck
by the noble phyfiognomy of the commander
in chicef, the expreflion of which feemed to
augment his ftature.

The commotions which had taken place

5 N
in
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in the city on our arrival, had occafioned the
fhutting up of the coffce-houfes, and other
places of public amufement. The more re-
fpectable inhabitants, not ‘yct recoviered from
their aftonifoment at ths events which had
“taken place, kept themfelves within doors ;
while our foldiers, heated by wine and by
the climate, infpired {0 much terror among
the trades-people and the lower clafles, that
they fhut up their thops, and hid their fe-
malcs. This hne city, where we faw no one
but ourfelvces, appearcd dull to us. The forts,
baftions, and ftrong fortifications, fcemed to
announce to the army that nothing could
impede its progrefs, and that it had only to
march to victory; and the foldiers returned
on board with plecafure. The wind, how-
ever, prevented cur getting out of harbour:
of this delay I availed myfelf, and made a
view of the intcrior of the port. (See Plate
I: Fig. 3.)
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During the whole of the 18th, we ftood
off and on before the port.

On the morning of the 19th, the Orient
came out of harbour. Four thoufand men,
commanded by General Vaubo?:v,, were left
on the ifland, together with two officers of
=ngincers and artillery, a civil commiffary,
and, in fhort, all thofc who, impelled by
their curiofity, and a rambling inclination,
had embarked without fufficient refle&ion,
and who, through ficklenefs, or a falfe mode
of rcafoning, wcre become difgufted on the
way, reprefenting as fo many injuries which,
according to them, they were made to fuffer,
the inconvenicnces infeparable from a fea
voyage. There werc among them thofe
who, perfetly infenfible to the beautics of
Malta, the ¢onveniences of its ports, and its
advantageous pofition, were furprifed that a
rock beneath the burning clime of Africa

L] L]
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thould not be as verdant as the vale of Mont-
morency ; as if each country had not re-
ceived from nature her peculiar gifts! To
travel, 1s to enjoy thefc gifts, which are de-
ﬁroyed by an endcavour to draw a compa-
‘rifon between them.

If the afpe& of Malta is barren, onc can-
not but admirc that the fmalleft hill, which
contains an inconfiderable portién of earth,
fhould be converted into a garden equally
delightful and abundant, in which all the
plants of Afia and of Africa might be inured
to the climate, and made to flourith. This
fpecics of primary hot-houfe might ferve to
fupply another at Toulon; and thefe pro-
ductions might thus be brought by degrees
to Paris, without having bcen expofed to
thofe rude checks which are occafioned by
a fudden and extreme differcnce of climate.
It 115 probablc that a great part of the exotic

plants
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plants which we cultivate annually at a great
vxpence in our green-houfes, where they lan-
guifh the fecond year, and perifh the third,
might be naturalized here. The experiments
made on animals feem to fupport this fyftem
of gradation.

The whole of this day, the 19th, was em-
ployed in colle&ing the fleet of line of battle
fhips, the fquadron of frigates, and the con-
voy. At fix in the cvening a fignal was
made to obferve the order of failing.  The
movement was general in every direction,
and was produ@ive of fome confufion.

Being obliged to give way to the admiral’s
fhip, we perceived a little too late that the
Lcoben was on the point of running foul
ofus. The officer of the watch pretended
that the Leoben was 1Y fault, and confined
Limfelf ftri&ly to his tactics.  Our captain,
more intent to fave the frigate againft the

rules
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rules of fcamanfhip than to injure the Leo-
ben, ordered a manoeuvre : the officer of
the watch gave ordcin for another; a mo-
ment of maction enfued; and it became
too late for exertion. I was awarc of our
danger from the diftortions I obferved in
every part of our captain’s countenance and
perfon.  We thall full aboard! we are run-
ning foul! we are aboard! were the three
fentences pronounced in fucceflion; and
timc for the uttcrance of them was fuffi-
cient to decide on our fate. The frigates
approached cach other, and the rigging be-
came cntangled.  The Leoben, by a flight
manocuvre, {cll alongfide us; and this {hock
was deadened by the carriages of the field-
pieces faltened to her fide, and which were
broken. The cries of four hundred per-
fons, with uplifted hands, made me believe
for a moment that the Leoben was the vic-

fim
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tim of this firft encounter. In endcavour-
ing by a manocuvre to avoid or diminifh the
fecond, we perceived on our ftarboard the
Artemifc bearing :lown ol us, In an oppofite
dircétion; and aguin, ahcad of uvs, the prow
of a fhip of feventy-four guns, which we had’
perceived for the firft time.  Our terror was
cxtreme : we were become a point at which
every danger was at one and the fame time
concentrated. The Leoben, by another ma-
neeuvre, prefented to us her bow; and her
forc-yard fcll on our deck. This accident,
which might have been fatal to many of
the crew, was advantageous to us.  The
feamen, and more particularly the Turks by
whom we had been joined, furrounded the
vard, and made fuch cfforts to torce it back,
that the fhock, which reccived no fupport
‘rom the wind, was dcadened ; and for this
time we cicaped at the expenfe of a hole

L]
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made in our upper planks by the Lcoben’s
anchor. The Artemifc had paffed under our
ftern; and the fhip of the line had fhot
ahead; infomuch, that all thefe dangers,
which had gathcred about us like clouds in
a ftorm, were ftill more fpeedily diffipated.
Nothing remained but the anger of the of-
ficer of the watch, who would gladly have
feen us all perifh, fooner than not convince
his captain that he was in the nght.  We
were indebted for our fafety to the fcanti-
nefs of the wind, and to thc carriages of
the ficld-picces, by which the firft fhock
wias deadened.  T'wo merchantmen, 1n fal-
ling aboard each other, may do themielves
fome mifchiet, but are not likely to founder.
With men of war it is different: it rarely
happens that one or the other is not loft,
and frequently both.

On the 20th, it was calm during the

I'd
-
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whole
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whole of the day; and we had to encounter
the intenfe heat of the fun in fuch a fea-
fon, in thirty-five, degrees of latitude. In
the courf€ of the night a breeze fprang up:

the order of failing was changed. ! .

On thc 211, the convoy was ftationed
ihecad, the fhips of the line in the rear, and
the frigates to the left.

On the two following days we had fine
weather, and a fair wind, which would have
cnabled us to rcach the iflund of Candia,
provided we had not had a convoy with us,
for which we were obliged to wait every
moment,

During the months of June, July, and
Augl}ﬂ, the north and north-eaft winds are
the trade winds of the Mediterranean; a
circumftance which renders the navigation
delightful in that feafon, in failing to the

fouth and to the weft, but'which, at the
. . E 2 ) famé
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fame time, makcs the return very uncertain,
it being neceflary to enter on it during the
inclement feafon.

On the 2:4th, we made forty-eight leagues
with a brecze which bordered on a gale of
wind. On the following morning, at cleven
o’clock, our fignal was made to go ahecad
and look out for land. At four in the af-
ternoon we difcovered the welt part of the
ifland of Candia. At the diftance of twent,
leagucs 1 could diftinguith mount Ida, the
birth-place of Jupiter, and the country cf
almoft all the gods. I had the greateft wifh
poflible to vifit the kingdom of Minos, and
to feek fome remains of the labyrinth, What
I had forefeen, however, happencd : our fa-
vourable breeze prevented us from approach-
ing the iflai-d.

On the 26th, at five in the morning, I
Jound that vie had fteercd in the direction

. of
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of the eaftern coaft, without drawing to-
wards 1t.  The gale had been fo ftrong dur-
ing the night, that the whole of the canvoy
was difperfed. We fpent all the morning
in colle¢ing the tranfports, and in fhorten-
ing {ail for their coming up. During this’
manccuvre, chance difcovered to us, through
a thick fog, the Englifh fleet, which was
fix leagues diftant from uy, ftecring to the
veeit, and proceeding in queft of us towards
the northern coaft,

On the cvening of the 27th, our fignal
was made to pafs under the ftern of the
Orient. It would be difficult to convey a
precife idea of the fenfations we felt on ap-
proaching this fanctuary of power, ditating
its decrees amidft three hundred fail of vef-
fels, in the {till filence of the mght. The
moon afforded to this picture juft as much
light as was neceflary to the enjoyment of

E 3 K.
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it.  Five bundred perfons were on our deck ;
and the flapping of a bee’s wings might
have been hcard: the very refpiration was
fufpended.  Our captain was crdered to re-
pair on board the flag thip; and I cannot
‘defcribe the joy I felt on his return, when
he informed us that we weie detached from
the flecet, and were to procecd without de-
lay to Alexandria, where we were to concert
meafures with our conful, and to learn {from
him whether the inhabitants were apprifed
of our coming, and how they were difpofed
towards us. He added, that it was our def-~
tiny to land the firft in Africa, there to col-
lect together our countrymen, and to fhelter
them from the earlieft movements of the
inhabitants on the approach of the fleet.
From that moment we fct cvery fail we
could carry, to accomplifh as fpcedily as pof-
fible the fixty Ieagucs we had ftill to run.

The
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The wind, hewever, fell during the night :
for a tew hours we had a gentle breeze; but,
during the reft of the time, the way we
made was cntircfy owing to the impulfion
given to the fea, and to the currents, which
carried us towards the point of our deftina~
tion,

OQur orders, after having warned our coun-
trymen to be on their guard, were to rcturn
to the flect, which was to cruifc and to wait
for us at the diftance of fix leagues from
Cape Brulé.  (Sce the Chart.) On the 28th
at noon, wc werc within thirty leagues of
Alexandria; and at four in the afternoon,
our feamen at the maft-head cried out,
“ land.” At fix o'clock we faw 1t from the
deck.

The breeze continued during the might;
and on the 29th at day-break, I faw the
coaft to the weft, ftretching like a.white

Ea * ribben
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quiries I have made, have merely tended to
augment the curiofity with which their bulk
and extent have mipired me. In general,
the whole of this weftern coaft, compre-

hending the great and fmall fhoals of Cyrc;-

naica, formerly well inhabited, and con-

taining republics and other forms of govern-

ment, 1s at this time one of the moft ne-
e —t—

gle@ced countries _in_the univerfe, and s

brought to our recollection by the fine_me-
(lglﬁ_alo;{c» with which it has fupplied us.
To the right and left of us our promifed
land appeared flill more fteril than that of
the Jews. It is true, that thus far it had
not coft us {o dear; that, if it had not rained
on us quails rcady roafted, our manna was
not corrupted ; that we had not been tor-
mented by raging colics ; and that we had,
notwithftanding, preferved all that had fallen
to the fharc of * the-children of Ifracl. The

- N Bedouin
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Bedouin Arabs, however, who are difperfed
over this country, might have infli¢ted on
us fufferings cqual to theirs, and have been
equally difattrous tous. It is notwithftand-
ing faid, that, during the laft twenty years,
they have bean true to their engagement en-
tered into with the fadtory of Alexandria,
by which, after exacting certain duties, they
rcftore thofe who have been fhipwrecked, at
the rate of twenty dollars per head, inftead
of killing them, & was tormerly their cuf-
tom.

At onc o'clock a licutenant was fent on
fhore.  Hc had fcarcely ftepped into the
boat when we looked for his return, and
counted the minutes as they paffed. At
three leagucs diftance I made a view of
Alexandria. (Sce Fig. 4. Plate I.)

By the help of our glafles we faw the tri-
colour flag difplayed over out conful’s houfe.

I figured
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I figured to myfelt the furprife he was about
to feel, and that which we were preparing
againft the following doy for the fhek of
Alexandria. '

When the fhadows of the evening deli-
neated the outline of the city; when 1 could
dittinguifh on our approach the two ports ;
the thick walls, flanked by a great number
of towers, which at prefent contain nothing
but hillocks of (and, and a few gardens, in
which the pale_green hue of the palm-trees
fecarcely tempers the burning whitenefs of
the foil; the Turkifh fortrefs, the niofques,
their minarets or towers, and the celebrated
pillar_of Pomnpey, my imagination recurred
to paft ages. I faw art triumph over nature,
and the genius of Alexander employ the ac-
tive medium of commerce, to lay on a bar-
ren foil the foundations of a fuperb city,
which he fele@ed to he the depofitary of

the
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the trophies of the conqueft of the univerfe,
I faw the Ptolomics invite thither the arts
and f{ciences, and fgrm the Tibrary, to deftroy
which' the hand of barbarifm was feveral
years employed. It is there, faid 1 to my-
felf, reflecting on Cleopatra, Ceefar, and An-
tony, that the empire of glory yiclded to the
empire of voluptucuinefs. I next figured to
myfelf ftern ignorance fixing its feat on the
ruins of the mafter-picces of the arts, com-
pleting their dettrnclion, but unable, not-
withftanding, to distigure utterly the fine
charadteriftics by which they are ftamped,
and which belong to the grand principles
of their original plans.  From this pre-oc-
cupation, from this happinefs of meditating
in view of great objeéls, 1 was roufed by a
gun fired from our frigate, to bring-to a
vefiel which had fet all her fails to get into
the port of Alexandria in fpite of us, and

, ' without
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without doubt to carry thither the tidings of
the arrival of the flect. Thc night coming
on, we foon loft fight of her. Our uncafi-
nefs refpeting the boat increafed cvery mo-
ment, and was converted into terror. At
midnight we heard the voices of perfons ter-
rified ; and foon after our_conful and ‘his
inﬁqrgrctcr, who had efcaped from the aveng-
ing fabre of the muflulinan, and from the
terror {pread through the country, came on
board. They informed us that an Englifh
flect o fourtcen fhips of the line had quitted
its anchorage oif’ Alexandna the evening be-
forc ; and that the Englifh Lad declared they
were in queft of us, to bring us to action.
They had been taken for French ; and the
inhabitants of the country, alrcady apprifed
of our proje&s, and of the taking of Malta,
had inftantly reforted to arms. The ftrong

holds had been fortified, the militia incor-
’ porated
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porated with the regular troops, and an army
of Bedouins colleéted.  The latter arc wan-
dering Arabs, ugainft whom the inhabitants
wage war, but with whom they unite when-
cver a common cqcmy__i_s to be _(_:_nqountcrcd.

Our horizon was obfcured by the prefence
of the Englith.,  When 1 recollected that
only threc days before we felt a regret at
being detained by the calms, and that unlefs
tor them we fhouid _have fullen jpto the
midft of the cnemy’s flegt, to which we
muft have made a difcovery of our own, 1
trom tha: moment becamc a fatalift, and
commended wmyielt to the ftar of Bonaparte.

The theik had confented to the departure
of the conful, on no other condition than
that he thould be accompanied by feveral
fcamen belonging to Alexandnia, by whom
he was to be conveycdgpack. They 1poke
the lingua-franca, and underftnod Italian.

[ ] L . i
. I converfed
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I converfed with them ; and they added to
what the conful had told us, that the Eng-
lifh had ficered to the caft to feck us at Cy-
prus, where they thought we had fropped.

We made fail in quett of our flect, and at
day-break difcovered the firft divifion of the
convoy. At feven o'clock we were within
hail of the Orient.

It fell to my lot to accempany the conful
on board the flag-thip. Wec were to com-
municate to the general whatever might in-
tereft him moft powerfully under fuch criti-
cal aircumftances.  The Englith had been
feen; and they might come up with us
every moment. It blew a frefh gale; and
thc convoy was blended with the fleet, m
fuch confufion, that thc moft terrible defeat
would have enfued had the cnemy appeared.

I watched the gen_cfl’s countenance, which

did not chapge in the flighteft degree. He
' made
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made me repeat the ftatement he had juft
heard ; and after a filence of a few minutes,
ordered the troops to be landed.

The difpoﬁtionsowhich were made, were
to bring the convoy as ncar the land as the
danger of getting aground at a time when
thc wind blew fo ftrong would allow. The
men of war formed a circle of defence on
the outfide; the fails were taken 1n, and the
anchors let go. Thefe arrangements were
fcarcely made, when we received orders to
cruife off the port, as ncar as the wind would
permit us, and to make falfe attacks by way
of diverfion.

. The breeze ftill frcthened, and the fea
was fo rough, that we cndeavoured ineffec-
tually, during the remainder of the day, to
get up our anchor. At night it was too
ftormy to attempt this without a rifk of
our carrying away our mafts, and of run-
Vor, I F ' °  ning
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ning foul of and finking the boats with troops
on board, which effe@ed their landing with
unprecedented difficulty and danger. The
launches received one by onc, and at ran-
dom, thofe who came down the fides of the
veflcls. 'When they were filled, the waves
threatened every moment to fink them, at
the fame time that, driven by the wind,
they in many inftances encountcred, and
fell on board of cach other. After having
cfcaped thefe dangers, when they drew
within fhore, thcy knew not how to make
their landing good withut being dathed to
pieces by the breakers. During the night,
a launch filled with troops, which had loﬁ
all fteerage-way, camc under our ftern, and
afked for affiftance. The danger to which
thofe who were on board her werce expofed,
caufed in me an emotion which was aug-

mented by my fancying that I knew thc
: yoices
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voices of all thofe who cried for help. We
threw out a rope to thefc poor wretches ;
but fcarcely had they laid hold of it, when
it became ncccﬂ'a;y to cut it, the waves dafh-
ing the launch againft the fide of our veflel,
which it threatened to ftave in. The cries
of thefe unfortunate men, when they found
themfelves abandoned to their fate, pierced
to the inmoft recefics of our fouls ; and the
filence which fucceeded filled us with the
moft melancholy refle¢tions. Our terror
was augmented by the darknefs; and the
operations for landing were as flow as they
were difaftrous. However, by fix o’clock
the next morning, the firft of July, a fuf-
ficient number of troops were landed to at-
tack and carry a fmall fort, called Le Ma-
rabou. There the tri-colour military flag
was hoifted for the firft time in Africa.

Fz2 * ° CHAP-
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* CHAPTER IIL

Storming of Alexandria—General Afpect of
the Town gloomy and deferted— Trouble-
Sfomenefs of the Dogs—Speech of Bonaparte
to the Sheik of Alexandria—Pompey’s Pil-
lar—Gardens—Cleopatra’s Needle—Prin-
cipal Mofque, and other remarkable Build-

ings.

ON the 2d the fca was lefs rufled. We

got under way, and perceived that the
beech was filled with our foldiers. By noon
they were under the walls of Alexandra,
the centre being ftationed at Pompey’s pil-
lar, behind fome fmall hillocks formed by
the ruins of the ancient city. The old walls

prefented
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prefented to the valour o our foldiery a fuc-
ceflion of breaches. Astoon as one of the
columns was in motion, the others drew up
in battle array, marched, and attacked at
the fame time. In approaching fome old
ditches, they difcovered morc walls than
they had been able to fec at a firft view. A
very heavy fire kept up by the befieged, fur-
prifed our troops for a moment, but did not
check their impctubﬁty. The moft prac-
ticable approach was fought under the fire
of the enemy : it was found at thc weft
angle, where was fituated the ancient port
of Kibotos. Our troops ftormed: Klcber,
Mecnou, and Lefcale were wounded by the
enemy’s fire, and by the fall of the frag-
ments of walls. Koraim, fheik of Alexan-
dria, who was in every part of the battle,
miftook Menou for the commander in chief

mortally wounded.  In this way the courage
‘ Fa of
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of the befieged was fupported for a fhort
time. Our adverfaries maintained their
ground ; and we were tnder the neceffity
of putting the whole of them to death at
the breach, where two hundred of our fol-
diers fell.

Our frigate was ordered to prote& the
entry of the convoy into the old port; and
I availed myfelf of this opportunity to go on
fhore. An old prophecy had faid, that as
foon as a French veflel thould cnter the old
port, Alexandria would ccafe to be in pof-
feffion of the Muffulmans. Our boat veri-
fied this prediction for the moment..—.

It would he impoflible for me to defcribe
what I felt on landing at Alexandria, where
therc was ho one to reccive us, or to prevent
our going vn fhore. 'We could fcarcely pre-
vail on a group of beggars, leaning on their
crutches, to ‘point out to us the head-quar-

ters.



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 87

ters.  All the houfes were fhut: thofe who
had not dared to fight had fled; and thofe
who had not been killed in the combat, had
concealed them{cfvcs, for fear of being put
to death, according to the oriental cuftom.
Every thing was new to our fenfations; the’
foil, the form of the buildings, the perfons,
cuftoms, and language of the inhabitants.
The firft profpect which prefented itfelf to
our view, was an extenfive burying-ground,
covered with innumerable tomb-ftones of
white marble, on a white foil. Among thefe
monuments were feen wandering feveral
meagre women, with long tattered gar-
ments, refembling fo many ghofts, The
filence was only interrupted by the fcreech-
ing of the kites which hovered over this
fanQuary of dcath. 'We pafled from thence
into narrow and deferted ftreets. In crofling
Alexandria, the defcription _;vhich Volney

¥4 - has
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has given of that city was brought to my
remembrance; form, colour, and fenfation,
every thing, in fhort, is reprefented by him
with fuch a degree of truzh, that, on look-
ing over his work fome months after, 1 fan-
cied that I was entering Alexandria once
more. Had Volney defcribed all Egypt in
the fame way, no onc would ever have
thought it neceflary to undertake any other
defcription, or to make any ncw drawings
of that country.

During the whole of my progrefs through
this long and melancholy city, Europe and
its gaiety were brought to my recollection
only by the chirping and activity of the
fparrows. 1 could not recognife the dog,
the friend of man, the faithful and generous
companion, the gay and loyal courtier. Here
this animal is a dull and felfith brute, a
ftranger to the mafter beneath whofe roof

he
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he dwells, and, feparated from the inmates
without ceafing to be a flave, lofes fight of
him whofc afylum he defends, and on whofe
bleeding carcafs he feeds without abhorrence.
The tollowing anccdote will fully pourtray
his charaéter.

. On the day of my landing, having ne-
gleéted to bring athore linen to fhift myfelf,
I was defirous to go on board the Junon
frigate, which I thought was ftationed off
the entrance of the harbour. I hired a fmall
Turkith bark, and we ftecered towards that
point. Having rcached the frigate, we found
that 1t was not the Junon; and another was
pointed out to us in the road at half a leaguc’s
diftance. The fun was fetting: I had al-
rcady made two-thirds of my way; and 1t
was ftill poffible to fleep on board. We
now failed towards the frigate in the road,
which was ftill not the Jupon: fhe was

L) »

cruifing
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cruifing in the offing: we were therefore
under the neceflity of returning; but the
breeze had frefhened, and the fwell was fo
great, that it was with ('iifhculty we could
defery the land towards which we had to
bend our courfe. My condu@tor gave me
chatge of the tiller, to beftow his whole at-
tention on the fail.

It was not eafy for me to find the direc-
tion in which I was to fteer; and I now
began to feel that it was in a manner de-
voting one’s-felf to deftrution, to be at fuch
a time of night at the mercy of the winds,
on a rough fea, and without any other com-
panion than one who, in common with all
his countrymen, had cvery reafon to hate
the French, and to feck to avenge himfelf
on any of ¢hat nation who might fall in his
way. I put on a confidential air, and even

aftected to be gay : we at length reached the
. thore,



., TRAVELS IN EGYPT. (e}

thore, the obje of all my hopes and withes ;
it was, however, eleven o’clock at night. I
was half a leagug from the head-quarters ;
and I had to crofs a city which had bcen
taken by ftorm in the morning, with not
one of the ftreets of which I was acquainted.
I could not prevail on my boatman, by any
offer of recompenfe, to leave his bark and
accompany me. I fet out alone, and, defy-
ing the ghofts of the dead, crofled the bury-
ing-ground, the road with which I was moft
familiar. As foon as I had reached the
nearcft habitations of the living, I was af-
failed by multitudes of ferocious curs, which
attack::—(;;_x:q_ }rén; the doors, the ftreets, and
the bélé{gfﬁops. Their yelping was con-
tinued from houfe to houfe, and from family
to family. I could perccive, however, that
the war which they waged againft me was

.. )
not a war of coalitiou, for as foon as I had

. pafled
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pafled the property of thofe by which I had
been attacked, they were driven back by
thofe_which came to receive me at the

frontiers. Not knowing the abject ftate in
which they live, I dared not ftrike them,

‘from an apprehenfion of their howling, and
thus kindling up the wrath of their mafters
againft me. The darknefs was diminifhed
by the light of the ftars only, and by the

tranfparency which the night always has in

this climate. To profit by this fmall por-
tion of light, and to cfcapc from the yelping
of the curs, and take a road which could
not lecad me aftray, I quittcd the ftrects, and
refolved to walk along the beech. My paf-
fage “:as, however, barred by the walls and
timber-yards, which extended to the feca-
thorc. At !ength, after wading through the
fea to fhun the curs, and fcaling the walls

to avoid the fea when therc was too great a
o depth,
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depth, wet, covered with perfpiration, and
cxhaufted by terror and fatigue, I reached
one of our out-pofts at midnight, fully per-
fuaded that curs are the fixth, and the moft
drcadful of the plagues of—Egypt.

In the morning, on arriving at the head-
quarters, I found Bonaparte furrounded by
the grandees of the city, and by the mem-
bers of the old government, from whom he
received the oath of fidelity. He addrefled
himfelf in the following terms to the Sheik
Koraim : “ I have taken you in arms, and
I might treat you as a prifoner: as you

« havc, however, behaved with courage, and

« as I think bravery infeparable from honour,

I give you back your arms, and I think
« that you will be as faithful to the repub-
“ lic as you have been to a bad govern-
« ment.” I could diftinguifh in the coun-

tenance of this able, enterprifing man, a dif-
fimulation,
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fimulation, fhaken, but not fubdued, by the
generous conduét of the commander in
chief. Hc was not as yet acquainted with
our refources, and cntcrtamcd fome doubt
whether what had paﬂ'cd was not owing to
a coup-de-main ! But when he faw thirty
thoufand men, and the hcavy ordnance and
field-pieces landed, he endcavoured to cap-
tivate the good graces of Bonaparte, was
never abfent from head-quarters, and was
in the anti-chamber before the commander
in chief was out of bed, a circumftance very
remarkable in a Muffulman. (Sec his por-
trait, Platc XLVIIL, FL{3 2.)

Thc firlt drawing I made was a view of
the new port, from the {mall fand-bank to
the quarter of the Francs, which, in Cleo-
patra’s time, was the delightful fpot on
which her palace was built, and where the
theatre ﬁ:ood‘»(Scc Plate 111, No. 2.)

On
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On the 4th, in the morning, I accompa-
nied the commander in chief, who vifited
the forts, that is to fay, a colletion of clumfy
buildings in a ruinous ftate, in which worn-
out guns refted on ftones that ferved them
for carriages. The general’s orders were to
demolifh whatever was unferviceable, and to
repair only what might be ufeful, to prevent
the approach of the Bedouins, He paid par-
ticular attention to the batteries for the de-
fence of the harbours.

We pafled ncar Pompey's pillar.  This
monument is in the predicament of almoft
every thing famous, which lofes on a near
fcrutiny. It was named Pompey's pillar in
the fifteenth century, when learning began
to recover itfelf from the torpid ftate in
which it had fo long languithed. At that
epoch, men of fcicnce, but not obfervers,

beftowed names on all the mynuments; and
thefe
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thefc namces have been handed down by
tradition, and without being difputed, from
century to century. A monument had been
raifed to Pompey at Alexandria : it had dif-
appearcd, and was thought to be recovered
in this pillar or column, which has fince
been converted into a trophy erected to the
memory of Scptimius Severus. It is, how-
ever, placed on the ruins of the ancient city ;
and in the time of Scptimius Severus, the
city of thc Ptolomics was not in a ruinous
ftate. To fupport this column by a folid
foundation, an obelifk has been funk in the
elarth, on which is placed a very clumf{y pe-
deftal, having a fine fhaft, and furmounted
by a corinthiz 1 capital of bad workmanthip.
(Sce Plate IV. No. 3.)

If the fhaft of this column, feparating it
from thc pedeftal and the capital, onte be-

longed to an aricicnt edifice, it is an evidence
‘ of
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of its magnificence, and of the fkill with
which it was executed. It ought therefore
to be faid, that what is called Pompey’s pil-
lar, is a fine column, and not a fine monu-
ment; and that a column is not a monu-
ment. It fhould be faid, that the column’
of St. Maria Maggiore, notwithftanding it
is one of the fineft in exiftence, has not the
charadter of a monument; that it is merely
a fragment; and that, if the columns of
Trajan and Antoninus are not in the fame
predicament, 1t is becaufe they appear as
coloffal cylinders, on which the hiftory of
the glorious expeditions of thefe two em-~
perors 1s pompoufly difplayed, and which,
if reduced to their fimple form and dimen-
fions, would be nothing more than dull and
" heavy monuments.

The earth about the foundations of Pom-
pey's pillar having Reen cleared away by

Vou. L G " time,
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time, two fragments of an obelifk of white.
mafblc, the only monument of that fub-
ftance which I have feen in Egypt, have
been added to the original baf®, to render it
morc folid.

‘Excavations madc round the circumfe-
rence of this column, would, no doubt, at-
ford fome information relative to its origin,
The fhaking of the carth, and the form it
takes on trecading on it, feem to atteft that
thefc refearches would not be fruitlefs. They
would perhaps difcover the bafe and atrium
of the portico to which this column be-
longed, which has been the fubjeét of dif-
fertations made by literati who have feen
the drawings onuy, or whofe information has
been limited to the deferiptions of travellers.
Thefe travellers have negleéted to apprize
them, that fragments of columns of the
fame fubftance” and diameter are found in

‘ the
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the vicinity ; and that the fhaking of the
carth indicates the deftruion of great edi-
fices buried beneath, the forms of which
may be diftinguifhed on the furface, fuch
as a {quare of a confidcrablc fize, and a large
circus, the principal dimenfions of which
may be meafured, notwithftanding it is co-
vered with fand and ruins.

After having obferved that the column,
entitled Pompey's pillar, is very chafte both
in ftyle and execution; that the pedcftal
and capital are not formed of the fame gra-
nite as the fhaft; that their workmanfhip
1s heavy, and appears to be merely a rough
draught ; and that the foundations, made up
of fragments, indicate a modern conftruc-
tion ; it may be concluded, that this monu-
ment 1s not antique, and that it may have
been creéted either in the time of the Greek
cmperors, or of the calsphs; ﬁncc, it the ca-

Gz  pital.
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pital and pedeftal are well.enough wrought
to belong to the former of thefe periods,
they are not fo pertect.but that art may
have reached fo far in the latter.
~ Subterraneous refearches made on this
fpot might alfo afcertain the fite of the city
in the time of the Ptolomics, when its com-
merce and {plendour changed its original
plan, and rendcred it immenfe. That of
the caliphs, which ftill exifts, was but a di-
minution of the ancient city, notwithftand-
ing it comprehends within itfelf, at this
time, plains and deferts. This circumval-
lation being built of ruins, the edifices bring
unccafingly to the remembrance deftruéion
and ravage. The jambs and lintels of the
doors of the dwelling-houfes and fortrefles
confift entircly of columns of granite, which
the workmen. have not taken the pains to
fhape to the ufe to which they have ap.
plied
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plicd them. They appear to have been left
there merely with a view to atteft the gran-
dcur and magnificence of the buildings, the
ruins of which they arc. In other places a
great number of columns have been applied
to the conftruction of the walls, to fupport
and level them ; and thefe columns, having
refifted the ravages of time, now refemble
batteries. In fhort, thefc Arabian and
Turkifh buildings, the productions of the
neceffitics of war, difplay a confufion of
epochs, and of various induftries, more ftrik-
mg and more approximated cxamples of
which are no where ¢lfe to be found. The
Turks, more efpecially, adding abfurdity to
profanation, have not only blended with the
granite, bricks and calcarcous ftones, but
even logs and planks ; and from thefe dif-
ferent elements, which have o little analogy
to each other, and are fo ftrangely united,

G3 ' have
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have prefented a monftrous aflemblage of
the fplendour of human induftry, and its
degradation. .

In returning from Pompey’s pillar to the
modern city, we pafled through that of the
" Arabs, or rather the one which was cncom-
pafled by their walls, for at this time it is
merely a defert containing a few enclofures,
which, during the months of the nunda-
tion, are gardens, and which at other times
afford nourifhment to a greater or fmaller
number of trees and vegetables, in propor-
tion to the fize of the ciftern with which
each is provided. This cittern 1s the 1ource
and principle of their cxiftence: when it
fails, the gardens are once more converted
into fand and rubbifh.

At the gate of each of thefe gardens are
to be feen monuments of a bencvolent and

charitable feeling. Thefc are refervoirs into
B . which
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which water is pumped as often as it is ne-
ceffary, and which prefent to the way-worn
traveller what is ntedful to fatisfy his moft
prefling want in this burning climate—
thirft.

The conduits of the cfterns are to be

fcen every-where, communicating with each
other, and having their orifices covered by
the bafec or capital of an ancient column,
hollowed out in the centre, and anfwering
the purpofc of the ftonc which furrounds
the mouth of a well.

For the cenftru@ion of a new ciftern, it
is fufficient to dig and bank in refervoirs of
different depths, and atterwards to cut a
drain, carrying it on until it mects with
another cxcavation. In this way it receives
the common bencfits of the inundation,
which, by the level that the water fecks, fills
the whole of the vacium prefented to it.

' G 4 The
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The great pool or confervatory of water at
Alexandria, 15 one of the principal antiqui-
ties of the middle age of ‘Egypt, and one of
the fincft monuments of that defcription,
_whether its fize be confidered, or the intel-
ligence which its conftru&ion difplays. Not-
withftanding one part of it is in a very ruin-
ous ftate, and the other in nced of repairs, it
contains a quantity of water which fuffices
for the confumption of men and animals
during two years. We arrived at Alexandria
in the month preceding that in which the
water was to bc renewed, and we found it
very good and fweet.

Our attention was attracted by a ruin of
a rceddifh hue, which the catholics call the
Loufe ot St. Catharine the learned, relative

——— e

to whom they have a tradition, that fhe was

wedded to Jelus Chrift four centuries after

his death. | Thys ruin is of Roman conftruc-

tion ;
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tion; and the conduits, covered by ftalac-
tites, imply that it was formerly a bath.
We came afterwards to the obelifk, named

Cleopatra's ncedle : another obelifk thrown

down at its fide, indicates that both of them
formeily decorated one of the entrances of
the palace of the Ptolomies, the ruins of
which arc ftill to be feen at fome diftance
from thence. An infpection into the pre-
fent {tate of thefc obelifks, and the fiffures
which exifted at the time even when they
were fixed on this fpot, prove that they
were merely fragments at that period, and
that they had been brought from Memphis,
or from upper Egypt. They might be con-
veyed to France without difficulty, and
would there become a trophy of conqueft,
and a very chara&eriftic one, as they arcin
themfelves a monument, and as the hicro-
) gllg_l_l—l_s with whichthey arg covered render

/ them
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them preferable to Pompey’s pillar, which

is merely a column, fomcwhat larger indeed
than is every-where to be found.  On dig-
ging fince round the bafe of this obclifk, it
,has been found that it was placed on a tablet
of hard ftone. The pedeftals which have
always been added in Europe to this fpecies
of monument, are an ornament by which its
character 1s changed.

On examining the Saracen monument in
the vicinity of Cleopatra’s necdle, I found
that its foundations belonged to a Greek or
Roman edifice.  The capitals of connected
colunms, of the doric order, the fhafts of
which are funk bclow the level of the fea,
arc ftill to bc feen. Strabo has obfcrved,
that the bafe_of the palace of Ptolomy was
wathed by the fea. Thefc ruins may at onc
and the fame time prove the veracity of
Strabo’s relation, and’afcertain the fite of

.

that palacc.
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In returning to the lower part of the har-
bour by the fea-fhore, ruins of edifices of dif-
ferent ages are to be foun !, haviag {uticied
alike trom tuime and from the waves. Vef-
tiges of baths acic to be diftinguifhed there,
feveral apar'ments of v hich thll exift, hav-’
ing bren poficriorly fabricated in walls of
more remote antiquity.  Thefe edifices ap-
pearcd to me to be of Arabic conftruction ;
and for their prefervation, a kind ot pile
work 1n columns has been made, which has
now the refemblance of floating batteries.
Their itnmenfe number evinces the magni-
ficence of the palaces they once decorated.
After having paflfed the cxtremity of the
harbour, large Saracen cdifices are met with,
having an air of grandcur, and a mixture
of ftyle, by -which the obferver 1s perplexed.
Friezes ornamented with doric triglyphs, and
furmounted by arched vaults, would lead

L] *

. ) anc
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one to imagine that thefe edifices were con-
ftructed from antique fragments, which the
Saracens blended to adapt them to the ftyle
of their architcflure. The doors of thefe
edifices may give an idea of the indeftruétible
'qiljl_]__ity of the fycamore wood, which has re-
mained unaltered, while the iron work of
the doors has yielded to time, and entirely
difappcared. Bchind this kind of fortrefs,
are Arabian baths, moft magnificently deco-
rated.  Our foldiers, who found them ready
heated, had taken pofleffion of them to wath
their linen, fo that no other ufe could then
be made of them. 1 fhall thercfore defer
my defcription of this kind of baths to ano-
ther opportunicy, and refer my redders, who
wifh to have an idea of the pleafure which
they communicate, to the one which Savary
has given. .

Necar thefe baths, onc of the principal

‘ €

! moiques,

A
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mofques, formerly a primitive church en-
titled Saint Athanafius, is fituated. This
edifice, in as ruinpus a ftate as its ftyle 1s
magnificent, may give fome idea of the care-
leflnefs of the Turks relative to_the objeéls
of which they are the moft jcalous. Before
our arrival, they did not fuffer a chriftian to
approach this building, and chefe rather to
place a centinel over it than to repair the
doors, which, in the ftate in which we found
them, would neither {hut nor turn on their
hinges.

In the middle of the court-yard of this
moiquc 1s a {mall otagonal temple, which

contains a bowl of Ieyptian black marble,

with white and ycllow fpots, of incompa-

rable beauty, both on account of the fub-
{tance of which 1t 1s formed, and of the in-
numerable hieroglyphical figures with which
it 1s covered, both withinfide and without.

. } This
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This monument, which is without doubt a
farcophagus of ancient Egypt, will perhaps
be hereafter illuftratcd by volumes of dif-
fertations. It may be confidered as a very
valuable aptique, and as one of our moft pre-
cious fpoils in Egypt, with which it is to be
wifthed that our national mufeum may be
enrichcd. Dolomicu, who was with me
when this valuable monument was difco-
vered, partook of my enthufiafm.

From the galleries of the minaret or
tower of this mofque, I made the drawing
(No. 2, Plate V.), which contains a bird’s-
eye view of every part ot the ncw harbour.
Clofe to the mofque are three upright co-
lumns, which haye not been noticed by any
traveller. It would appear by the delicate
workmanthip of thefe columns, that they
conftituted a part of fomc_antique: monu-
ments: it would therefore be intcrefting to

o \ - dig
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dig round their bafes. The wide fpace,
however, which they occupy, would lead to
a conjeture, that they arc not ftationed
where they were originally intended to be
placed.  Be this as it may, they are the re-

mains of a large and magniﬁccnt edifice. * -

We proceeded from thence to the gate of
Rofectta, which is fortified, and at which the
Turks defended themifelves on our arrival.
Here a group of houfes forms a kind of
town, which lcaves an unoccupied fpacc of
half a leaguc between this part of the city
and that which is in the vicinity of the ports.
All the horrors of war ftill exifted in this
quarter, where I met with an incident which
afforded me the ftrongeft contraft poffible.
A young woman, fair and with a ruddy com-
plexion, was fcated, furrounded by the dead
and by the rubbifhi, on a fragment of a ruin
thll covered with blogd. She was the pic-

N : turc
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ture of the angel of the refurre&ion. When,
attracted by a compafiionate feeling, 1 tefti-
fied my furprife at finding her in this forlorn
ftate, fhe told me, with a charming ingenu-
oufnefs, that fhe was waiting for her huf-
"band, with whom fhe was going to pafs the
night in the defert. To her this was no
difficulty: fhe was about to repair thither
to fleep with as little reluctance as if a down
bed was to be her portion.  From thi. ance-
dote fomc 1dca may be formed of the lot
which awaited the women whom love had
infpired with the courage to follow their
hufbands on this cxpedition.

The greater part of the divifions, after
they were landed, had merely paflfed through
Alexandria to encamp in the defert. I was
alfo under the-neceflity of quitting this city,
a place of great importance in hiftory, where
the monuments of gevery epoch, and the

wrecks
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“wrecks of the arts of fo many nations, are
heaped together confufedly; and where the
ravages of wars, ages, and of a humid cli-
mate, impregnated with fea-falt, have been
productive of greater changes, and have
wrought more mifchief than in any other

part of Egypt

Vox. | I CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1V.

March from Alexandria to the Interior of th:
Country — Fafs Beda — Affecting lucident
and Jatal Efelts of Jealoufy—"The Marc/i
much haraffed by the Arabs—Qptical De-
ception in the Defert, giving the Appearanc.
of Water—Reach the Nile at Rahmanichi—
Firfl Enconnter with the Mamelukes under
Murad-Bey — The Author’s oyage from
Alexandria to Rofetta—Dcfiription of the
latter  Place—Characier of the cultivating
Arab, contraffed with the Bedouin—DBattle
of Salmie—Mamcluke Feaft and Entcrtain-

menl.

ONATARTE, who had obtained pof-
fcflion of Alexandria with the fame ra-
pidity with which St. Louis had taken Da-

mictta,
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mictta, was not guilty of the fame blunder.
Without giving the enemy time to rally,
and without aff(.)rding his troops an oppor-
tunity to view the penury of Alexandria and
its barren territory, he marched off the di-
vifions in proportion as they landed, and
without allowing them time to colle@ any
.intormation rclative to the places which
they were going to occupy. Among others,
an officer, on the cve of his departure, faid
to his detachment, < My fricnds, you are to
“ flecp at Beda to-night: you underftand ;
¢« at Beda. This is all the difficulty you
¢ will have to encounter: let us march, my
< Iriecnds;” and the foldiers marched. It
would certainly be difficult to cite a more
ftiniking trait of ingenuoufnefs on the one
hand, and of confidence on the other. Itis
with this hcedlefs courage that enterprifcs
arc undertaken by fope, which others would

‘T2 = - not
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not have dared to projeé; and that what
appears inconceivable 1s cxecuted. They
reached Beda, which they fancied to be a
village built and peopled likc ours, morc in-
quifitive to look about them, than furprifed.
They could there find nothing but a well
choked up by ftones, between the interftices
of which a little brackifh muddy water was
found. This water was colleéted in goblets,
and a fmall quantity of it diftnibuted to
them, as 1if it had been brandy.  This was
the firft halt made by a part of our troops,
in another quarter of the globe, feparated
from their country by feas covered with ene-
mics, and by deferts a thoufand times more
formidable ftill. Their forlorn fituation,
however, ncither abated their courage, nor
diminifhed their gaiety.

If my reader be defirous to appreciate the

domeftic flavery of thc caftern nations, and

19
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1s prepared to flrudder at the atrocioufnefs
of jealoufy, when it is fupported by a re-
ceived prejudice, and when its tranfports are
abfolved by religion, let him read the fol-
lowing anecdote. ..
On the fecond day’s march of our troops,
after their departure from Alexandria, fome
of the foldiers, in paffing near Beda, in the
defert, met with a young woman whofe
face was covered with blood. In one of
her arms fhe held an infant, and extended
the other in fearch of an obje@ which might
cither infli& vengeance on her, or ferve her
for a guide. Their curiofity being excited,
they called for their conduétor, who was at
the fame time thcir interpreter; and, on
approaching, heard the fobs of this wretched
female, whom cruelty had deprived of her
fight.  Aftonifthed at fceing hcr, in this fad
condition, and accompanied by an infant, in
Hs ° ° the
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the midft of a defert, they queftioned her,
and learned that the thocking fpectacle which
they had in view, was the. effe& and refult
of a fit of jealoufy. The victim did not darc
to murmur, but offcred up prayers for the
innocent babc which partook of her mus-
fortunes, and which was about to perifh
through mifery and want. Our {oldicrs,
moved by pity, inftantly gave her a part of
their rations, and loft fight of their own ne-
ceffitics, on contemplating others, which
were ftill more urgent. They had juft de-
prived themfelves of their fmall portion of
water, which was extremely fcarce, and
which they were about to be abfolutely in
need of, when they faw a madman approach,
who, feafting his fight on the fpe@acle of
his revenge, kept his viGims conftantly in
view. ch fnatched from the woman the

bread and water the held in her hands, the
laft:
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lat fources of exiftence which compaffion
had juft granted to mifery. ¢ Forbear!”
he exclamed : ““dhe has forfeited her_owh
“ honour, and has tarnithed mine. That in-
*“ fant 1s my opprobrium ; it is the offspring
“ of gixilt.” Our 1foldiers endcavoured to
refift his depriving the female of the fiic-
cours they had juft afforded her; when his
Jjealoufy was inflamed, becaufe the object of
his fury was alfo become an objeét of pity.
He drew a poniard, with which he gavce his
wite a mortal ftab; and, fcizing the infant,
held it 1n the air, and dafthed it. lifelefs on
the ground.  Then, with an air of ferocious
ftupidity, he ftood motionlefs, looking fted-
faftly at thofe who furrounded himg, and
braving their vengecance,

I enquired whether there were any laws
to reprefs fo atrocious an abufe ofjauthority.
I was told, that this rhan hac} dw.ze rong to

4 ftab
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ftab his wife, becaufe, if God had vouchfafed
to fpare_her life, this wretched creature
m_ig}it, at the expiration of forty days, have
been received into a houfe, and kept on cha-
rity.

General Kleber’s divifion, under the com-
mand of General Dugua, had marched to-
wards Rofetta, to cover the flotilla which
had entered the Nile. On the 5th and 6th
of July, the army was in full march by Bir-
ket and Demenhur, the Arabs attacking the
advance-guard, and haraffing the main body,
infomuch, that death was the portion of the
ftraggler. Defaix was on the point of being
made prifon=r, in confequence of his having
remained fifty paces in the rear of the co-
lumn. Le Mireur, an officer of diftinguifh-
ed reputation, and who, 1n confequcnce of a
momentary abfence, had ncglected to com-

ply with the rcqueft made to him to come
up,
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up, was aflaffinated within a hundred paces
of the advance-guard. Adjutant-general Ga-
lois was killed in garrying an order to the
commander in chief; and Adjutant Dclanau
made prifoner at a very fmall diftance from
the army, in croffing a ditch. A price bcir.lg.
dcmanded for his ranfom, the Arabs difputed
the booty among themfelves, and, to termi-
nate the difpute, blew out the brains of this
interefting young man.

The Mamclukes, who had come out to.
meet the French army, were feen for the
firft time in the vicinity of Demenhur. They
did nothing more than reconnoitre; and
their appearance on this occafion, together
with the infignificant battle of Chebreiffa,
had enabled our foldiers to form a judgment
of them, and had removed that uncertain
emotion, bordering on terror, which is con-
flantly infpired by an. unknown €énemy. On

their
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their fide, having obferved that our army wa-
entirely compofed of infantry, a defeription
of {uldiery for whom thiey have a fovercign
contempt, they made themielves certain of
an eafy vicory, and forborc to harafs our
march, which was rendered fufhciently pain-
ful by its length, by the hcat of the climate,
and by the fufferings of hunger and thirft;
to which may be added, the torments of a
hope conftantly cheated, and conftantly re-
newed. In reality, it was in the midft of
heaps of corn that our foldiers wanted bread ;

while they were a prey to thirft, with the
image of a vaft lake before their eyes. This

punifhment, of a new defcription, requires
cxplanation, as it refults from an illufion pe-
culiar to this country. It is produced by the
reflection of falient objeéts on the oblique
rays of the fun; refracted by the heat of the

burning foil ; and this phcnomenon has fo
‘ truly
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truly the appearance of water, that the ob-
ferver 1s decetved by it over and over again.
It provokes a thirft, which is the more im-
portunate, as the inftant when it prefents it-
el to the view is the hotteft time of the
day. It appcars to me, that an ideca of it
could not be conveyed by a drawing, which
would be inercly the reprefentation of a re~
femblance.  To fupply this defe&, however,
it is only neceffary to read a report made to
the Inftitute of Cairo, and publifhed by the
clder Didot, in which Monge has defcribed
and analyzed this phenomcnon, with that
crudition and fagacity by which that philo-
fopher 1s characterized.®

On the approach of the army the villages

were abandoned, the inhabitants carrying off

* Secey in the Memoirs of the Inftitute at Cairo, a
paper by this ingenious author on this oly;al pheno-
meron, which i¢ called mirage. Tgr.

J;

. ) with
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with them whatever might have been ufeful

to the {ubfiftence of our troops.
Piftachio-nuts were the firft relief which
the foil of Egypt afforded to the foldicry;
and of this fruit they ncver ceafed to retain
a grateful remembrance. On reaching the
Nile, they plunged into that river without
waiting to undrefs themfclves, to allay therr
thirft by the action of the abforbent veffcls.
When the army had paffed Rahmanieh,
its progrefs on the banks of the river became
lefs difficult. 1 fhall not follow it to all the
ftations 1t occull)icd, but fhall content my-
feltf with obferving, that on the 19th of July
it was encamped at Amm-cl-Dinar, from
whence it fet out on the following morn-
ing, before day-break; and that, after a
march of twclve hours, it rcached the vici-
nity of Embabey, where the Mamclukes had
colleéted” their force, having an entrenched
' ' camp,
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camp, furrounded by a clumfy moat, and
detended by twenty-eight picces of artillery.
As foon as the cnemy was difcovered, the
army formed; and when Bonaparte had
given his final orders, he faid to the foldiers,
pointing to the pyramid: ¢ Pufh on, and
“ recollect that from the fummit of thofe

“ monuments forty centurics watch over

o us.‘: Decfaix, who commanded the ad-
vance-guard, proceeded to the other fide of
the village; Regnier followed to the leit;
and Gencerals Dugua, Vial, and Bon, alfo to
the lett, formed a half-circle by approuching
the Nile. Murzd-Bey, by whom we were
reconnoitered, and who could not perccive
any cavalry, threatened to cut us up like
gourds 5 (this was his expreflion).  In con-
fcquence of this determination on his fide,
the moft confiderable body of the Mame-
lukes, which was in_ front of'émbabcy,

moved,



-~
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moved, and charged Dugua’s divifion with
fo much impctuofity, that he had fearcely
timc to draw up hiz men. They reccived
the enemy with a difcharge of mufketry,
by which they were ftopped ; and, by a want
of addrefs on their part, werc on the point
ot falling on the bayoncts of Defaix’s divi-
fion. A firc by files, well kept up, was pro-
ductive of a fecond furprife : the encmy he-
fitated for @ moment, and then, endeavour-
ing fuddenly to turn the divifion, pafled
between thofc of Reynier and Defaix, re-
cewving the crofs firec of both. In this way
the difcomfiture of this budy of Mamclukes
commmenced.  Having no farther pmjc&,‘ a
part of them rcturned to Lmbabey, while
another part entrenched themfelves i a park
planted with palm-trees, to the weft of the
two divifions, from whence . they were dif-

lodged t\fy our rifleracn.  They now took

' the
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the rvad of the defert of the pyramids 3 and
it, was afterwards by thefc Mamelukes that
our paffage into upper Egypt was difputed.
During this time, the other divifions, on ap-
proaching the village, found themficlves ex-
pofcd to the fire of the guns in the entrenched’
camp, an attack on which was decided on.
Two Dbattalions were formed, drawn from
the divifions of, Generals Bon and Menou,
and commanded by Generals Rampon and
Marmont, which were to procced to the vil-
lage, and turn the camp by the help of the
moat. It :1ppcarcd to the Mamclukes a
matter of no great difficulty to furround and
deftroy Rampon’s battalion, which was at-
tacked by the whole of thofe that remained
i the camp.  On this occafion, the beft di-
rected, and mgft deftructive fire was kept up
by our troops: the Mamelukes, when they
made a pretext of fecking our df'lriancc af-

* terwards,
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terwards, told us, that they had no concep-
tion of our rcfiftance. In reality, the beft
cavalry in the eaft, perhaps in the whole

“—— , .
world, was routed at the bayonct’s point by

a fmall body of infantry. Somec of themn
had their clothes fet on firc by our difcharges
of mutketry, and, having bcen mortally
wounded, werc burned in the front of our
ranks. The defeat becamc gencral : they
attempted to return to their camp, whither
our foldiers followed them, and entered peli-
mell with the enemy. Their guns fell into
our hands; and our divifions, on coming
up, furrounded the village, and thus deprived
them ot that hope of retrcat. In endca-
vouring to procced along thc banks of the
Nile, a tranfverfe wall obftructed their pro-
grefs, and drove them back. They now
threw themfelves into the river to join the
army of thrahim-Bey, which was ftationcd

on
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on the oppofite fide, to cover Cairo. From
that moment it was no longer a coinbat,
but a maflacre. « The cnemy appeared to
defile tor the purpofc of being fhot, and to
cfcape trom the fire of our battalions to be-
come a prey to the waves. In the midft
of this carnage, the fublime contraft, which,
on looking upwards, was afforded by the
clear tky of this fine climate, was very ftrik-
ing. A handful of French, led by a hero,
had juft fubdued a quarter of the globe:
un cmpire had juft changed its ruler; and
the pride of the Mamelukes had been com-
pletely humbled by the bayoncts of our in-
fantry. During this great and terrible feene,
the refult of which was to become fo im«
portant, the duft and fmoke fcarcely obfeured
the lower part of the atmofphere. The morn-
ing ftar, revolving over a fpacious horizon,
‘peaccably terminated, its carcer—a fublime

Vor: L. 1 teftimony
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teftimony of that immutable order of na-
ture, which obeys the decrees of the Eternal
in the calm ftillnefs thit renders it ftill more
awful.

General Menou had, in confequence of
his wounds, remained behind at Alexandria,
from whence he was to proceed to Rofctta,
to regulate the government, and afterwards
to make an excurfion in the Dclta.  Prior
to his fetting out for Cairo, he had prevail-
ed on me to accompany him on this excur-
fion, to which I eonfented the more readily,
from a perfuafion that it would be more in-
terefting, if undertaken previoufly to my vifit
to Upper Fgypt. In addition to this con-
fideration, 1 was very glad to accompany an
amiable and well-informed man, with whom
I had been feveral years intimate.

We cmbarkcd on board an advice-boat, in
the new Imbour of 'Alexandria, and fpent

the
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the wholc of the day in endeavouring to
work out. Our pilot, who was unacquainted
with the currents, breakers, and fhoals of this
harbour, after having with fome difficulty
fteered clear of Diamond-point, nearly tan
us on the ledge of the fmall fand-bank, and
brought us to anchor for the night off the
mouth of the harbour. I made a drawing
of the fortrefs (Fig. 1. Plate V.) conftructed
in the ifland of Ple_@s, on the fite of that
celebrated monument, equally ufeful and
magnificent, of that wonder of the world,
which, after having taken the name of the
ifland on which it was placed, has tranf-
mutted that appellation to all the monu-
ments of the fame defcription.

On our fetting out the next morning, fate
was equally unpropitious to us.  Scarcely
were we a few lcagfzcs out at fea, when a

cale of wind came-on, in.confequence of

12 which
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which General Mcenou was feized with a
convulfive fit of vomiting, which occafioned
him to fall, his head ftrlki.g againft the
breech of a gun. He was infenfible ; and
as we were not able to judge of the danger
which might refult from a large wound hc
had received, we had fome notion ot con-
veying him to the Orient, which was nding
at anchor with the flect off Aboukir, oppo-
fite to which place we were at the moment.

Our feamen being, however, of opinion,
that in a few hours we might reach the
Nile, we cmbraced this latter plan, as the
onc which would the fooneft terminate the
general's fufferings from fea-ficknefs. A few
hours after, we found ourfelves, without
knowing it, at one of the mouths of the Nile,
which we recognized by the moft dreadful
picture I haye cver feen.  The water of the
Nile, repelled by the V\;*ind, raifed to an im-

menfe
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menfe height the waves, which were per-
petually forced back and broken, with a
tfrichttul noife, By the current of the river.
One of our veflels, which had juft been
driven on fhote, and which the waves were
dafhing n picces, was the only mark which
we had of the coaft.  Several other advice-~
boats were 1in the famce fituation with our-
felves, that is to fay, in the fame perplexity,
approaching cach other to hold a confulta-
tion, then fheering off to avoid falling on
board and foundering, and unable to hold
any intercourfe except by loud fhouts.  We
were without a coaiting pilot, and were
quite at a lofs what courfe to take. In the
mcan time the general grew worfe and
worfc ; and we refolved to reconnoitre the
bar of the river, for which purpofc the boat
was hoifted out, and Bonn.cca;crrc, a chief
of battalicn, and m).'fclf', jrmped into it 1

) 1= the
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the beft way we could. We had fcarcely
quitted our veflel, vvhen we found ourfelves
in the midft &f an abyfs, wrthout being able
to diftinguifh any other objedt, except the
curved tops of the waves, which threatencd
on every fide to fwallow us up. At the dif-
tance of a third of a lecague from the advice-
boat, we made ufelefs efforts to draw near to
her; I began to feel the effc@s of fea-fick-
nefs, and we were obliged to make up our
minds to pafs the night in the boat. I had
Jjuft wrapped myfelf up in my cloak, to be
no longer a witnefs of our deplorable fitua-
tion, when we pafled in the wake of a fe-
lucca, from the fide of which I perceived a
poor wretch, who had fallen overboard in
endeavouring to get into a boat, hanging by
a rope. Wearicd with the efforts he made
to fupport himfelf in this perilous fituation,

and his ftrehgth ncarly exhaufted, he feemed
on
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on the point of letting go his hold, and of
feeking a watery grave. This fpecétacle caufed
in me fuch a revelution, that my fea-ficknefs
went off. 1 bé-;s'_l-&fgi().ud as [ COl;l.J, and
the feamen followed my example : our gries
were at length heard by the people on board
the felucca. At firft they could not com-
prehend what was our dnft, and fearched
cvery where before they came to the aid of
this poor creature, who had no ftrength left.
At length they found him ; and it was not

too late to fnatch him from deftru&ion.
The time we had loft on this occafion,
and the efforts we had made to keep to
windward, in cafc cur drowning man fhould
have fallen into the fca, had placed us in a
fituation which cnabled us to get on board
our veflel. We cffeéted this without acci-
dent, and found her precifely where we had
left her, without thofe onoard knowing
. | C what
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what e~ arfe to take.  The wind was fome-
what =hated, but the fea very high. When
nmight care, the violence of the ftorm was
cousucrakbly diminifhed.

The gencral being tooill to come to any
determination for himfelf, we held another
council, in which it was decided, that we
fhould put him into thc boat in the beft
way we could, being of opinion that the
veflel which was aground, and the breakers,
would be a fufficient guide to us ; and that,
by fteering between the two, we thould find
our way into the Nile.  Our plan fucceed-
cd: at the cxpiration of an hour we werc in
a linc with the coaft, and, turning fuddenly
to the right, glided along the tranquil bed
of the fmootheft of all rivers.  Half an hour
afterwards we were in the miudt of a moft
refrething and verdant country : it was ex-

. . V“? L M
aclly quitting lartarus fo cuter by the river

Lecthe
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Lethe into the Elyfian ficlds.  This tranfi-
tion was the moft feniibly felt by the gene-
ral, who was alrcady able to fit up, and who
gave us no other uncafinefs than from the
depth of his wound, which no one of ys,
had had the courage to probe.

Shortly aftcr we faw to our right a fort,
and to our lcft a battery, which had been

formerly conftructed to defend the entrance

of the Nile, but which were now a league
within. As thefe fortifications were not

built until after the iy ention of gunpowdgr,

and are confequently not more than three

hundred vears old, this circumitance ma
y , ce _may

ferve to thow the progrefs the river has made

in gaining ground at its entrance. The

former of them, to the weft of the river,
15 a {quare fortrefs, flanked with thick towers
at the angles, and having batteries, in which
arc guns | twcgg_-_ﬁlg:_fgqt-iﬁg. Mingth. The

. . latter
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latter 1s a mofque, in the front of which
15 a battery in a ruinous ftate, provided with
a fingle gun of twenty-eight inches bore, the
only ufe of which at prefent is to procure a
fafe delivery to the pregnant women who fit
aftride on it.

An hour after, we defcried, amidit forefts
of date, banana, and fyc_aﬂo_rc trees, Rofetta,
fituatcd on the banks of the Nile, which
annually wafhes the walls of its houfes, with-
out injuring thcm. I made a drawing ot
this place before we landed. (Sec Fig. 3.
Plate V.)

R_afghi_d, which the Europcans have named
Rg@, o~ Roflet, ftands on the Bolbitine
branch of the Nile, and necar its mouth, at
no great diftance from the ruins of the an-
cient city of Bolbitinum, which muft have
been fituated ‘on an clbow of that river,

where at profent ftands the convent of Abu-
Mandur,
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Mfl‘l_(_l._l}r, at half a league’s diftance from
Rofetta. This opinion relative to the fite
of Bolbitinum, is fupported by the heights
which command the convent, and which
muft have been formed by earth thrown up
by the river : asit is alfo by feveral columns,
and other antiquitics, which were found
about twenty years ago, in repairing the
convent. |

Leo Africanus fays, that Rafchid was
built by a governor of Egypt, during the
empire of the caliphs. He does not men-
tion, however, the name of the caliph in
whofe reign it was built, nor the time of its
foundation.

Rofetta contains nothing curious. Itsan-
cient circumvallation implies, that it was
once larger than it is at prefent. Its original
compafs is afcertained by the fand-banks by
which it is covered from weft#0 fouth, and

. T which
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which have been formed by the walls and
towers that ferve at this time as a nucleus to
thefe accumulated Leaps of fand. The po-
pulation of this city, as well as that of
_Alcxandria, diminifhes daily.  Very few
houfes are built, and thofec which arc put
together arc made entirely with the old
bricks of the buildings, which, being left
uninhabited, fall to ruins for want of repairs.
The houfcs, 1n general better conftructed
than thofe of Alexandria, arc notwirhftand-
ing fo fhght, that were they not tavoured
by the chmate, which deftroys nothing, not
one of them would long be left ftanding at
Rofetta.,  The ﬂgri_cs, which p_r_oicj’c one
over the other, at length nearly touch ; and
this renders the ftrects very difmal and ob-
fcure. The houfes fituated on the bank of
the Nile arc not fubje& to this inconve-
nicnce ; thesgreater part of them belong to

L forei gn
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foreign merchants. It would he very cafy

to cmbellifh this part of the city, for which
purpofe it would *be fimply neccflary to
build on the river's bank a quay, which

foould be alternately lined and provided.
with flights of fteps.  Thefe houfes, inde-

pendently of having the advantage of a view

of the river, have alfo the dchightful profpect

of the Delta, and an ifland of about a league

m breadth, poffefling all the beauties of a

well cultivated garden.

This ifland became our property, and the
fpot of our daily promenades. We at length
made it a park, in which we amufed our-
felves with fhooting ; a pleafure which was
augmented by that of curiofity, fince cvery
bird we killed was of a kind with which we
were unacquainted.

I remarked, that the inhabitants of the
left bank of the Nile,sthat is .(r; fay, of the

’ Delta,
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Delta, were more fociable and civilized than
the others; the caufe of which is, in my
opinion, to be afcribed to the enjoyment of
ﬁgreatcr plenty, and to the abfence of the
. Bedouin Arabs, who, as they never crofs the
river, leave them in a ftate of tranquillity,
to which thofe on the other fide are totally
ftrangers.

On inveftigating the caufes, we are almoft
invariably lefs difpofed to inveigh againft the
effe@s. Is it poflible to urge as fo many re-
proaches againft the Arabs who cultivate the
land, that they are fullen, miftruftful, ava-
ricious, improvident, and carclefs about the
future, when it 1s confidered that, indepen-
dently of the exadtions of the proprictor of
the land which they till, and thofe of the
covetous bey, and of the Sheik and Mame-
lukes, a wandc'ring enemy in arms watches
ﬁmcaﬁng]y‘%hc favourable opportunity to

* fnatch
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fnatch from the induftrious Arab, whatever
fupcrfluitics he may venture to difplay ? The
money which he can hide, and which isa
reprefentative of cvery enjoyment, is there-
fore all that he can truly confider as be-
longing to him. Accordingly the art of
burying it in the earth is his principal ftudy;
and cven when he has accomplifhed this, he
1s not without his apprchenfions. By appcar-
ing before his mafters in rags and tatters,
and with a ftudied difplay of wretchednefs,
he can alonc hope to fecurc from the grafp
of their avidity what he has hoarded to-
gether. It behoves him to infpire pity ; and
not to commiferate his lot would be to de-
nounce him. Anxious to amafs his danger-
ous wealth, and unhappy when in the pof-
feffion of it, his life is {fpent between the dif-
appointment which refults from not having
procured it, and the fubfcqynt dread of
feeing «t fnatched from him.
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It is true that we had driven away the
Mamelukes; but on our arrival, in want of
all the neceflaries of life, we found that, in
expelling them, we had not fupplied their
Placc. And indeed, who but thefe Mame-
lukes could fubjugate and rcftrain the Be-
douin Arabs, however badly armed, and
however incapable of refiftance, having no
other ramparts than the flLifting fands, no
other lines than the wide ecxpanfe, and no
other retreat than the immenfity of the de-
ferts? Had we endeavoured to bring them
over to us by an offer of lands to cultivate,
we know that in Europe the peafant who
becomes a hunt{irin forbears from that mo-
ment to cultivate the land. Now the Bce-
douin 1s a huntfman from his infancy, and
habitually fo. sloth and independence are
the bafes of his characer; and to indulge

the one, and\protect the other, he is un-
ccafingly
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ceafingly in an agitated ftate, allowing him-
felf to be haraffed and tormented by want.
We had thel:eforc'nothing to offer to the Be-
douins which could be equivalent to the ad-
vantage of their plundering us;—a calcu-
lation which is invariably the bafis of all
the treaties they enter into.

Envy, that torment from which the
abode of want itfelf is not exempt, hovers
alfo over the burning fands of the defert.
The Bedouins, in waging war againft all the
nations of the univerfe, confine their hatred
and their envy to the Bedouins alone, who
do not belong to their tribe. To them all
wars are alike ; and as foon as the tranquil;
lity of Egypt is difturbed, either by an in-
teftine quarrel, or by a forcign enemy, they
take the field. Without attaching them-
felves to either party, they.take advantage
of the conteft to plu:txdcr bogy When we

Yor. L K ' landed
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landed in Africa, they difperfed themfelves
‘among our ranks, and carried off the ftrag-
glers, in the fame way that they would have
plundered the inhabitant.s of Alexandria, if
they had ventured from withinfide their
tortifications, to try thc iffue of a battle.
Whercver the booty 1s, there the enemy of
the Bedouins is to be found. Never back-
ward to trcat, becaufe all the ftipulations
made with them arc accompanicd by pre-
fents, they arc true to no other engagement
than ‘the onc which neceffity impofes. They
arc, however, neither cruel nor vindi&ive.
The French whom they have made prifon-
crs, in defcribing the hardfhips they fuffered
during thcir captivity, confidered them ra-
"ther as the effe® of the mode of living
adopted by this aation, than as the refult of
their barbarity.  Sevcral of our officers who
-had fallen in{o their hands have told me,

: s that
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that the labour which was required cf them
was neither cruel nor exceflive: they had to
attend on the wopnen, and to load and drive
the afles and camels. It is true that it was
neceflary to encamp and decamp continual}r,‘
for which purpofe all the camp equipage was
kept packed up, and in lefs than a quarter
of an hour the cavalcade was In motion.
This cqg_Eagc confifted of a rr_n_lll__to grind
the corn and coﬁ‘qe, of a round 1ro:1~.2—1;tc,
on which to bake the flat cakes, of a large
coffec-pot, a fmall one, a few dried §o~at-§

fkins to hold the water, a few facks of corn,

and the tcn}__cjg_th, in which all thefe ar-
ticles were wrapped. A handful of roafted
corn, and a dozen_of dates, were the cufto-
mary ration on the marching days, accom-
panied by a fmall allowance of watgr, which,
on account of its fcarcity, had been applied
to every other purpofe bCfO}‘i it was em-

. K2 ployed
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ployed to allay the thirft. Thefc officers,
however, not having been galled by any ill
treatment, harboured no rgfentment againft
the Bedouins, whofe captives they had been,
and whofe wretched condition they had
done nothing more than fhare.

The Bedouins, deftitute of religious pre-

judices, and without any external form of

worfhip, are friends to toleration. ‘Among
them a few revered cuftoms fupply the place
of Inws'; and their principles bear the refem-
blance of virtues which anfwer all the pur-
pofes of their partial aflociations, and of
their paternal government
I fhall here cite a trait of their hofpitality.
A French officer had been feveral months
prifoner to a chief of the Arabs, whofe camp
was furprifed in the night by our cavalry,
and who had barely time to efcape, his
tents, cattle,.and provifions, having fallen
into
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into our hands. On the following day, fu-~
gitive, folitary, and without any refources,
he drew from his pocket a cake, and, pre-
fenting the half of it to his prifoner, faid to
him: ¢ do not know when we fhall have
“ any more food ; but I fhall not be accufed
“ of having refufed to fhare my laft morfel
“ with one whom I eftcem as my friend.”
Is it poffible to hate fuch a nation, however
ferocious it may otherwife be? The fobriety
of the Bedouins, when contrafted with the
artificial wants we have created, gives them
an evident advantage over us; and I do
not know how fuch men can be eafily fub-
jugated, or.brought over by perfuafion. They
will have the eternal reproach to urge againft
us, that we have tea})cd rich harvefts on the

tombs of their anceftors.
So long as we were not in poffeffion of
Cairo, the inhabitants of the banks of the
' K3 Nile,
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Nile, confideiing our exiftence in Egypt as
very precarious, bad made an apparent fub-
miffion to our army on its paffing through
their territory. Entertaining, however, no
doubt but that our troops would be fpeedily
annihilated by their invincible tyrants, ‘thcy
bad dared, either with a view to obtain a
pardon from the latter for having fubmitted
to us, or to indulge their propenfity to plun-
der, to colle&® at the water-fide, and to fire
on the barks which were either forwarded
to the army, or were rcturning from the en-
campments. Several of thefe barks had
been obliged to turn back, after having been
expofed to difcharges of mufketry for a fpace
of feveral lcagues; and thefe attacks were
more partieularly made by the inhabitants
of the villages of Metubis and Tfemi. A
fmall armed veflel and a detachment of
traops were. fens againit them ; and in this

expedition



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 151

expedition I was engaged. Our inftruQions
were of a pacific nature; and, after taking
hoftages, we accepted their fubmiffion.

A few days after, another bark having
been difpatched for Cairo, no informatiofr
could be obtained relative to her crew. We
learned at length from the inhabitants them-
felves, that the had been -attacked on the
other fide of Fua; and that her people, the
whole of whom had been wounded, had
jumped into the water, and had been drifted -
on fhore by the current. Having been made
prifoners, they had been conduéted to Sal-
mie, and there thot. General Menou, think-
ing it neccflary to make a great example,
two hundred men were put on board a half
xebec, and feveral barks; and we landed:
within half a league of Salmie. One of the
detachments furrounded thc.villagc, while-
another marched aloxig the #anks of the

’ K 4 river ;
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river; and a third, by which the circum-
vallation was to be completed, took up its
ground two leagues below. We found the
enemy mounted, and n battle array, in
fiont of the village. They were beforehand
with us in the attack, and camc within the
reach of our bayonets. Several of their’
leaders having been killed by our firft dif-
chaxrgc of mufketry, the reft, finding them-
felves furrounded, foon fled. The third di-
vifion, which was to have cut off their re-
treat, not being come up in time, the theik
and his followers efcaped. The village was
delivered up to plunder during the remain-
der of the day; and when mght came, was
fet fire to. So long as the darknefs lafted, the
flames, and the difchargcs: of mufketry, gave
notice to an extent of fix leagues round, that
the vengeance we had inflied was terrible

n

and complete
We
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We returned to Fua, where all the theiks
of the province had been convened, and
were affembled. They liftened with refpect
and refignation to the manifefto, which was
read to them, relative to the expedition, and
to the bafes on which the new organization
of Salmie was to be eftablifhed. An ancient
theik was appointed 1n the room of the one
whom the French had juft difpoffefled and
profcribed ; and he was fent to colle& the
fugitive inhabitants of the village, and to
bring in a deputation of them, which ar-
rived three days after. The detachment by
which the ancient fheik had been efcorted,
was well received by the inhabitants; and
the deputies told us, on their arrival, that
they could recognife the paternal feclings of
thofe by whom their punifhment had been
infliéted. They could perteive very clearly
that we meant ihcnl, no harp, fince we had

* put
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put to death nine only of the offenders, and
had burned but one quarter of the village.
They confequently regardéd us as conquerors
who knew how to put bounds to our ven-
geance. They addcd, that the fire had been
extinguifhed ; that the houfe of the fugitive
fheik had been deftroyed ; and that they had
prefented all the fowls and geefe they had to
the foldiers, who had put a period to the re-
morfe by which they had becn tormented
for three wecks paft. )

We eftablithed an ordinary poft at Sal-
mi¢, in concert with the neighbouring dif-
tnicts, and concluded our expedition by
making a circuit through the country. In
all the villages we came to, we met with a
reception which went beyond the practice
of the feudal fyftem. We were received by
the principal perfonage of the country, who

laid. the inhabitants under contribution for
1 our
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our maintenance. It was neceflary to be
acquainted with the abufes before a remedy
could be applied to"them : independently of
which, being feduced by the facility which
chance had afforded us, of obferving the.
cuftoms of a country, in the morals of
which we were about to effect a change,
we for this time allowed things to remain
as they were.

A houfe of public entertainment, which
had almoft invariably belonged to the Mame-
luke, herctofore the lord and matfter of the
village, was furnifhed in a2 moment, accord-
ing to the fathion of the country, with mats,
c&rpcts, and cuthions. A number of attend-
ants, in the firft place, brought in per-
fumed watcr, pipes, and coffee. Half an
hour afterwards a carpet was fpread, and on
the outer part three or four different kinds
of bread and cakes wtre laid in heaps, the

centre
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centrc being covered with fmall difhes of
fruits, {weetmeats, creams, &c. the greater
part of them pretty good, aud very highly
perfumed. This was confidered but as a
flight repaft, which was over in a few mi-
nutes. In the courfe, however, of two hours,
the fame carpet was covered afreth with
large loaves, immenfe difhes of rice, either
boiled in milk, or in a rich gravy foup; halves
of fheep badly roafted, large quarters of veal,
boiled heads of different animals, and fifty
or fixty other difhes, all crowded together,
confifting of highly-feafoned ragouts, vege-
tables, jellies, fweetmeats, and honey in the
comb. There were neither chairs, plates,
{poons, forks, drinking-glaffes, nor napkins :
cach of the guefts, fquatted on the ground,
took up the rice in his fingers, tore the meat
in pieces with his nails, dipped the bread in
the ragouts, and wipel his hands and lips
with

7!
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with a {lice of bread. The water was ferved
in a pot; and- he who did the honours of
the table took the firft draught. In the fame
way, he was the firft to tafte the different
dithes, as well to prevent his guefts from
harbouring any fufpicions of him, as to thow
them how ftrong an intereft he took in
their fafety, and how high a value ‘he fet
on their perfons. The napkins were not
brought until after dinner, when each of the
guefts wafthed his hands. He was then
fprinkled over with rofe-water; and the
pipes and coffee produced.

When our repaft was cnded, our places
were occupied by the natives of the fecond
clafs, who werc very foon fucceeded by
others. From a motive of religion a poor
beggar was admitted : ncxt came the atten-
dants ; and, laftly, all thofe who chofe to
partake, until nothing was left. If thefe

’ repafts
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repafts cannot boaft the convenience of ours,
and the elegance by which the appetite is
whetted, it is impoﬁiblc(not to be ftruck ‘by
the abundance, by the frank hofpitality they
difplay, and by the fobriety of the guefts,
whao, 'notwithﬁ:anding therc are fo many
difhes, do not remain more than ten minutes
at the table.

CHAP-



TRAVELS IN BGHUPT. . 180

CHAPTER V.

The Britifk Fleet defcried, and naval Battle
of Aboukir— Formation of Iflands and Dgnks
at the Mouth of the Nile—Falfe Reports fent
to Europe of the Situation of the Army, and
natural Advantages of Egypt—March of a
Caravan from Rofetta along the Coaft —
Wrecks of the Butle of Ahoukir—Peninfula
of Aboukir, and fippofed Ruins of Canopus
and Heraclea—Jackals—Return to Rofetta.

ON the morning of the fuft of Auguft

we were mafters of Egypt, Corfu, and
Malta ; and the fccurity of thefe pofieflions,
annexed to France, fcemed jn a great mea-
fure to depend on the thirteen fhips of the

r'd .
line
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line we had withus, The powerful Englith
fleets which were cruifing in the Mediterra-
nean, could not be fupplied with ftores and
provifions without much difficulty and an
enormous expenfc.

Bonaparte, who was fenfible of all the
advgntages of fuch a pofition, was defirous
to fecure thefe advanfgges, by bringing our
fleet into the harbour of Alexandria; and
offered two thoufand fequins to any one who
fhould accomplifh this. It is faid that fe-
veral of the captains of merchantmen had
founded, and found a paffage for the flect
into the old harbour. The evil genius «
"France, howe- er, counfelled and perfuaded
the admiral to moor his fhips in the bav o~
Aboukir, and thus to change in one day the
refult of a long train of fuccefles.

In the courf¢ of the afternoon chance led

us to Abu-Mandur, the convent I have al-
. ready
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ready mentioned, and which terminates a
pleafant walk from Rofetta along the river
fide. (Sce Plate VI. Fig.2.) When we had
reached the tower which commands the
monaftery, we defcried a fleet of twenty
fail.* To come up, to ran|gc themfclves in
a line, and to attack, were the operations of
a minute. The firlt fhot was fired at five
o’clock ; and fhortly after, our vicw of the
movements of the two flcets was intercepted
by the fmoke. When night came on we
could diftinguifh fomewhat better, without,
however, being able to give an account of
what paffed. The danger to which we were
expofed, of falling into the hands of the

* Throughout the whole of this narrative of the de-
feat of the French fleet in Aboukir-bay, it thould be re-
colleted, that it is the production of 2 Frenthman, whe
either would not, or could not, é things precifely as
they were. There were fifjeen fail only, including the

Mutine brig.—TRANSLATOR.
4

Vor, L. L {malleft
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fmalleft troop of Bedouins which might
come that way, did not draw our attention
from an cvent by which we were ‘o ftrongly
interefted. Rolls of fire inceflantly gufhing
from the mouths of thc cannon, c¢vinced
clearly that the combat was dreadful, and
fupported with an equal obftinacy on both
fides. On our return to Rofetta we climbed
on the roofs of the houfes, from whence, at
ten o'clock, we perceived a ftrong light,
which indicated a fire. A few minutes after
wc heard a tcrrible cxplofion, which was
followed by a profound filence. As wc had
feen a firing kept up, from the left to the
right, on the objet in flames, we drew a
conclufion that it was onc of the cnemy’s
fthips which had been fet firc to by our
people ; and we imputed the filence which
enfued to the r{:trcat of the Englith, whe,
as our thips were moc‘rcd, were exclufively

in
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in pofleflion of the range of the bay, and
who, confequently, could perfevere in, or
difcontinuc the combat at pleafure. At
cleven o’clock a flow fire was kept up ; and
at midnight the action again became gene-
ral : it continued until two in the morning,
At day-break I was at the advanced pofts ;
and, ten minutes after, the fleets were once
more engaged. At nine o’clock another thip
blew up. At ten four fhips, the only ones
which were not difabled, and which I could
diftinguifh to be French, crowded their fails,
and quitted the field of battle, in the pof-
fcffion of which they appeared to be, as they
werc neither attacked nor followed. Such
was the phantom produced by the enthu-
fiafm of hope.

I took my ftation at the fower of Abu-
Mandur, from whence I counted twenty-
five veflcls, balf of which were fhattered

. L2 wrecks,
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wrecks, and the others incapablc of manceu-
vring to afford them affiftance. For three
days we rcmained in this ftate of cruel un-
certainty. By the help of my fpying-glafs
I had made a drawing of this difaftrous fcene,
to be enabled the better to afcertain whether
the morrow would be produétive of any
change. (Sec Plate VI. Fig. 2.) In this
way we cherifhed illufion, and fpurned at
all evidence, until at length, the paflage
acrofs the bar being cut off, and the com-
munication with Alexandria intercepted, we
found that our fituation was altered, and
that, feparated from the mother-country,
we were become the inhabitants of a diftant
colony, where we fhould be obliged to de-
pend on our own rcfources for fubfiftence
until the peace, We lcarned, in fhort, that
the Englifh fleet had furrounded our linc,

which was not moored fufficiently near to
the

.
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the ifland to be protected by the batterices ;
and that the enemy, formed in a double
line, had attacked our fhips one after the
other, and. had by this manceuvre, which
prevented them from acting in concert, rcn-
dered the one-half of the fleet witnefs of the
deftru@ion of the other half. We lcarned
that it was the Orient which blew up at ten
o'clock at night, and the Hercule the fol-
lowing morning ; and that the captains of
the thips of the line, the Guillaume Tell and
Genereus, and of the frigates, la Dianc and
la Juftice, perceiving that the reft of the
flect had fallen into the enemy’s hands, had
taken advantage of a moment of laflitude
and inaction on the part of thegiEnglifh to
effe& their efcape.  We learned, laftly, that
the firft of Auguft had broken the unity of
our forces ; and that the deftruction of our
flect, by which the luftre of our glory was
L3 tarnifhed,
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tarnifhed, bad reftored to the cnemy the
empire of the Mediterraucan; an empirc
which had been wrefted from them by the
matchlefs exploits of our armies, and which
could only have been fecured to us by the
exittence of our fhips of war.

Our pofition was entircly changed. In the
poflibility of being attacked, we were under
the neceflity of making preparations for our
defence, for which purpofe a gencral infpec-
tion of our different pofitions was made, thc
entrance of the Nile fortified, and a battery
erected on one of the iflands.

During one of our reconnoitering partics
we returned to the boghafs, or bar of the
Nile, whige was at that time nearly at its
greateft height, and had an opportunity of
feeing the cﬂ“ortf_ made by the weight of this
river againft the waves of the fea, which, at
this feafon of the ycar, arc impelled twelve

. . hours



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 167

kours daily by the north wind, m a direc-
tion oppofite to that of the courfe of the
river. From this conflitt of contending
waters there refults a fand-bank, which,
gradually augmenting, becomes an ifland,
and divides the current of the river, forming
two branches, cach of which has its diftinét
thelf. The eddy of thefe fhelves throws on
the beach a part of the fand which the cur-
rent had fwept along, and by this heaping
up of fand the two branches narrow by de-
grees, until one of them gaining an afcen-
dency over the other, the weakeft of them
1s choked up, and the ifland becomes main
land. The branch which remains foon
forms another fand-bank, an ifland, two new
branches, &c. &c. In this way, it appears
to me, the moft natural explanation may
be given of the ancient geography of the
branches of the Nile, as well as of the voy-

. L4 age
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age of Menelaus in Homer, and of the
changes of the Delta, the fite of which
might in the firft inftance have teen a gulf,
then a fandy beach, and, laftly, a cultivated
country, covered with fuperb cities and
abundant crops, and interfeéted by canals,
which, the foil having been either drained
or watcred with fkill, might have difpenfed
abundance over the whole of the furface of
this new country. Afterwards, in the lapfe
of time, and in confcquence of the calamitics
infeparable from revolutions, fome of the
parts of this territory, thus gained from the
fea, may have been deferted, while others
may have become falt fprings; and lakes
may havc been formed, next deftroyed, and,
finally, reproduccd under a new modification
of matter. Canals, choked up, may havc
changed their courfe, and have been loft. It
this be granted, why, in our uncertain.re-

fearches,
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fearches, do we cnquire where the Bolbitine
and Canopic branches of the Nile, the branch
of Berenice, &c. &c: were fituated ?

The plants which are produced in the
firft place on the new land, arc three or four
kinds of fea wceds, round which the fand
throws itfelf up in heaps. From its fur-
face they fpring up afreth; and their fub-
fequent decay furnifhes a manurc which
favours the vegetation of reeds. Thefe reeds
give a greater clevation and a greater folidity
to the foil. The date-tree now appears, and
by its fhade prevents the fudden evaporation
of the moifture, and renders the foil fruit-
ful and productive, as may be fcen 1n the
environs of the fortrefs of Rafchid, from
whence, in the time of the Emperor Sclim,
the guns had a full command of the {ea, and
which is now a leagye from the fea-fhore,
furrounded by forefts of palm-trees, beneath

the
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the thade of which other fruit-trees flournifh,
together’ with all the vegetables that are
produced in the beft cultivated gardens.

On this expedition I faw, at the mouth
of the river, a number of pelicans and jerbos.
On examining the fortrefs of Rafchid, I ob-
ferved that it had been conftructed of parts
of old buildings; and that feveral of the
ftones of the embrafures were of the fine
free-ftonc of Upper Egypt, and ftill covered
with hieroglyphics.  On vifiting the fubter-
rancous apartments, we came to magazines
filled with old arms and armour, fuch as
crofs-bows, arrows, fwords in the fhapc of
thofc ufed in the time of the crufades, hel-
mets, &c. In rummaging thefe magazines
a great numbcc of bats as large as pigeons
flew out. They were fhaped cxactly like
the wood-fauvette: we killed feveral of
them.

After
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After the lofs of our fleet, a part of the
troops which were at Rofetta had been dif-
tributed in fmall parties in the fortrefles and
batteries; and as it had been found neceflary
to keep up a communication between Alex-
andria and Rofctta, by the cftablithment of
caravans between thefe two places, by Abou-
kir and the defert, and to employ a certain
number of foldicrs for the protection of thefe
caravans again{t the Arabs, too tew of them
were left at Rofetta to do the garrifon duty,
and to defend the place in the cafe of an at-
tack. It was therctore decided to form a
militia, to be madc up of the travellers,
fpcculators, and, in fhort, of all thofe idle,
wandering, and irrefolute men, who came
up from Alexandria, or who were alrcady
returned from Cairo. Thefc auimals of a
doubtful defcription, corrupted by the cami-
paigns of Italy, having heard that in Egypt

the
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the harvefts were the moft abundant in the
univerfe, had imagined that the fortuncs of
thofe who fhould be the firft to take poffef-
fion of fuch a country would be made to
their hands. Others, of a debauched charac-
ter, and whofe minds had been fafcinated by
the relations which Savary has given, had
quitted Paris to feck new pleafures at Cairo.
Others, laftly, had come out as fpeculators,
to fupply the wants of the army, to watch
the ftate of the markets, and to procurc and
fcll at a high price whatever the colony
might nced. The beys had, howecver, car-
ried off with them from Cairo all the money
and rich moveable property ; and the popu-
lace had pillaged the houfes of the more
opulent inhabitants before we had obtained
pofleflion of that city. Bonaparte confidered
the appointment of army-furnithers as un-

neceflary ; and the flect of merchantmen was
/ ‘blocked
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blocked up by the Englith. Thefe combined
circumftances threw a dark cloud over Egypt,
to thefe travellers at Icaft, who were furprifed
at finding themfelves in a captive ftate, de-
feated in their projects, and obliged to con-
cur towards thc_defence and organization
of an eftablithment, the aim of whj_gh was
no lefs than the confolidation of the fortune
and glory of the nation at large. They ac-
cordingly, in letters deftined for France, en-
tered into the moft melancholy details; and
thefe letters, which were intcrcepted by the
Englith, contributed to_miflcad them as to
our real fituation. From a pcrfuaﬁbn that
we were dying with hunger, they fent us
back our prifcncrs, to haften the moment
of our dcftru&lon and publifhed in their
ncwipapers that one half of our army was at
the hofpital, while half the remainder was

cmployed in leadmg thc others who were
blind.
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blind. At this time, however, Upper Egypt
fupplied_us abundantly with thc beft corn,
and Lower Egypt with the fincft rice. The
fg'gg_r' made in thc country cofts only half

the pricc of the fugar in France; and the

innumerable herds of buffaloes, oxen, theep,

and goats, both bclonging to the cultivators
and to the Arab fhepherds, abundantly fup-
plied 4 new confumption at the time of our
landing, fecuring to us plenty, and even fu-
perfluity for the future. To thefe refources
we could add, as fo many luxuries for our

tablcs, fowl, fith, game, vegcetables, and fruits

of every defcription. Such were the objeéts
of prime neceflity and of luxury which Egypt
afforded to thefe calumniators, who were

in need of gold to repair the abufc they had

already made of it, and who, being unable
to find any, could perceive nothing around

them except burning fands, a perpetual fun-
. fhine,
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fhine, gnats and fleas, dogs which prevented
them from fleeping, intractable hufbands,
and women who difplayed their haggard
necks, while their faces were véiled.

Let us, however, abandon to the mercy
of the winds this fwarm of butterflies, which
colle¢t wherever a glimpfe of {funfhine is
to be caught; and, glancing into futurity,
fee our conquefts and the peace lay open the
ports of Alexandria, bringing thither fkilful
and induftrious cultivators, ufeful merchants,
and, mn fhort, fettlers who, without terrify-
ing themielves becaufe Africa does not re-

femble Europe, will find that in Egypt a

mah may for_thrce halfpence have a fufhi-
cient quantity of the beft rice,in the world

for a day’s confumptior : that a part of the
grounds which the inundations have deferted
may be cultivated by mecans of irrigation :
that wind-mills would raife the water to a

' greater
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greater height than the machines with pots,
which are at prefent ¢mployed, and which
rcquire fo much attendance and fo many
oxen : that the iflands of the Nile, and the
greater part of the Delta, have need alonc
of fettlers from the Weft Indics to produce
the fineft fugar-canes on a territory which
will not be deftruive to thc population :
that on approaching Cairo, and on the other
fide of that city, a little amelioration will
fuffice to rival the plantations of indigo and
cotton to be found elfcwhere: and that,
while they are making a fure and handfome
fortunc, thcy will live under the benign
influence of a pure and healthy climate, on
the banks of a river of an almoft miraculous
defcription, the advantages of which cannot
be recapitulated. To conclude, they will
fee a new colony fpring up, with cities ready

built, and with fkilful workmen, accuftomed
to
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to toils and inured to the climate, by whofe
aid, and by the hclp of the canals which are
already traced out, they will in a few years
create new provinces, the future abundance
of which cannot be doubted, fince it will
depend on modern induftry alone to reftore
to them their ancient fplendour.

With refpe& to our heedlefs foldiers, they
amufed themfelves at the expenfe of our fea-
men who had been beaten; and having heard
‘that Murad-Bey had a white camel covered
with gold and diamonds, their converfation
was entirely .cngroﬁ'ed by Murad-Bey and
his white camel. For my part, I was to
vifit Upper Egypt; and I laid afide all fur-
ther refleCtions relative to our fituation until
my return from thence.

Our excurfion in the Delta was retarded
by fome prefling bufipnefs which General
Menou had to tranfa&. 1 refolved to avail

Vor. L. M myfelf
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myfelf of this delay, by returning and vi-
fiting by lana the part »f Egypt, the coaft
only of which I had feen in coming from
Alexandria by fea; and for this purpofe I
joined a caravan to go in queft of the ruins
of Canopus.

A confiderable number of the native in-
habitants had joined the efcort of the ca-
ravan : when, on quitting the city at the
clofe of the evening, it began to fpread it-
felf over the yellow and fleck furface of the
fandy hillocks which furround Rofetta; it
produced the moft firiking and picturefque
effc@® imaginable. The groups of foldiers,
thofe of the merchants in their different
coftumes, fixty laden camels, an equal num-
ber of Arab guides, the horfes, afles, foot
travellers, and a few inftruments of military
mufic, gave the animated femblance of one
of the fineft.pictures of Benedctto, or of Sal-

vator
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vator Rofa. As foon as we had defcended
the hillocks, and pafled the palm.trees, we
entered a vaft defert, the horizontal line of
which is broken by a few fmall brick mo-
numents alone, intended to prevent the tra-
veller from lofing himfelf in the wide ex-
panfe, and without which the {fmalleft error
in thc opening of the angle would bring
him, by a lengthened line, into a dire&ion
very different from the one he meant to take.
We proceeded, amid the filence of the de-

fert and of the night, over incruftations of

falt, which gave fome {mall degree of foli-
dity to the moving fands, our cavalcade be-
ing preceded by a detachment of foldiers.
Next came the travellers, then the beafts of
burden, and, laftly, another detachment to
protect the convoy from the Bedouin Arabs,
who, when they are nqt in fufficient force
to attack in froat, fometimes carry off the.

Mo ftragglers
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firagglers within twenty paces of the rear of

the cardvan.
We reached the fea-fide at midnight,
when the rifing moor lighted up a new
fcene. The fhore, to the extent of four
leagues, was covered by wrecks, which en-
abled us to form an eftimate of the lofs we
had fuftaincd at the battle of Aboukir. To
procure a few nails, or a few iron hoops,
the wandering Arabs were employed in burn-
ing on the beach the mafts, gun-carriages,
boats, &c. which had been conftru&ed at
fo vaft an expenfe in our ports, and even the
wrecks of which were a treafure in a coun-
try where fo few of thefe objeéts were to be
found. The robbers fled at our approach;
and nothing was left but the bodics of the
wretched vi&ims, drifted on the loofe fand,
by which they were half covered, and exhi-
3bi£ing there a fpe@acle as fublime as ter-
rific.
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rific. The fight of thefe diftrefling objeéts
plunged my foul by degrees in a decp me
lancholy. I endeavoured to fhun thefe ter-
rifying fpectres, but in vain: all thofe that
came acrofs me attraéted my attention by
their various attitudes, and made different
impreflions on my mind. But a few months
before, young, replete with health, courage,
and hope, they had, by a noble effort, torn
themfclves from the embraces of their weep-
ing mothers, fifters, and wives, and from the
feeble ftruggles of their tender infants.  All
thofe by whom they were cherithed, faid I
to myfelf, and who, yielding to their ardour,
had allowed them to depart, are ftill offer-
ing up prayers for their fuccefs, and for their
fafe return: waiting with avidity the news
of thcir triumphs, they are preparing feafts
for them, and counting, the moments as they
pafs, while the objeis of their expedtation

M3 he
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lieon a diftant beech, parched up by a burn-
ing fand, and having their fkulls already
bleached.......To whom does that mangled
fkeleton belong? Is it thine, intrepid The-
venard ? Unwilling to fuffer the amputa-
tion of thy fractured limbs, thou hadft no
other wifh to gratify than the honour of
dying at thy poft. Thy impatient ardour
would have been tired out by the delays of
the operation : thou hadft nothing more to
cxpe& from life ; but thou mighteft ftill give
a ufeful order, and waft apprehenfive of be-
ing anticipated by death.. Another fpeétre
fucceeds, having its arm raifed over its head,
which is funk.into the fand. Slain in the
fight, remorfe feems to have furvived thy
courageous end. . Haft thou any reproach
to make againft thyfelf? Thy mutilated
limbs atteft thy courage; and couldft thou
be more than brave? Isit owing to thy

. miftakes
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miftakes that the wrecks which the waves
have thrown up are accumulated about thec?
How great is my regret, that my foul, filled
with emotion at quitting thy remains, can
only beftow on them unavailing pity. Who
1s this other, feated, and with his legs fthot
away ? He appcars, by his countenance, to
arreft for a moment the death to which he
15 already a prey ! It 1s thou, unqueftionably,
courageous Dupetitoire! Receive the tribute
of the enthufiafm with which thou hatt in-
fpired me. Thou haft perithed; but thy eyes,
in clofing, did not fee thy colours ftruck ;
and thy laft word was an order given from
the deck to pour a broadfide on the enemies
of thy country. Adieu: thy afhes are de-
nicd a tomb ; but the tears of the hero by
whom thou art regretted, are the unpe-
rifhable trophy which,will inferibe thy name
in the temple of remembrance. Who 1s this

. M 1 in
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in the tranquil attitude of a virtuous man,
whofe laft a&ion was dictated by wifdom
and by his duty? His view is ftill direed
towards the Englith fleet. Like Bayard, it
was his wifth to die with his face turned to-
wards the enemy. His hand is ftretched out
towards a youthful corpfe, which is faft haf-
tening to decay. I can diftinguifh, however,
a lengthened neck, and outftretched arms.
It is thou, young hero, amiable Cafabianca ?
It can be no other. Death, inflexible death,
has united thee to thy father, whom thou
preferedft before life.  Senfible and refpec-
table youth, time held eut to thee a promife
of future glory; but thy filial piety made
¢hoice of death: accept our tears, the reward
of thy virtues.

The fun had difpelled the darknefs, but
"had not diffipated the gloomy complexion of
my thoughts:. the caravan, however, on ftop-

ping,
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ping, apprifed me that we were at the edge
of the lake which feparates the plain of the
defert from the peninfula, at the extremity
of which Aboukir is built. This deep and
extenfive lake is the ancient Canopic branch
which the Nile has abandoned, and the
banks of which have been forced back, and
its bed enlarged, by the preflure of the fea,
which has found a ready entrance. This
encroachment on the lake, which is daily
gaining ground, threatens to deftroy the
ifthmus which attaches Aboukir to the main
land, and over which the canal flows that
conveys the water to Alexandria. The Ara-
bian princes attempted to throw up a mound,
which was never finifthed, or which, not hav-
ang fufficient folidity, yielded to the efforts
of the waves, impelled during a part of the
ycar by the northerly winds. At prefent
there are no other remains of this mound

. than
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ping,
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ping, apprifed me that we were at the edge
of the lake which feparates the plain of the
defert from the peninfula, at the extremity
of which Aboukir is built. This deep and
extenfive lake is the ancient Canopic branch
which the Nile has abandoned, and the
banks of which have been forced back, and
its bed enlarged, by the preflure of the fea,
which has tound a rcady entrance. This
cncroachment on the lake, which is daily
gaining ground, threatens to deftroy the
ifthmus which attaches Aboukir to the main
land, and over which the canal flows that
conveys the water to Alexandria. The Ara-
bian princes attempted to throw up a mound,
which was never finithed, or which, not hay-
g fufficient folidity, yiclded to the efforts
of the waves, impelled during a part of the
year by the northerly winds. At prefent
there are no other remains of this mound

. than
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than two piers, one on cach bank. A to-
pographical plan of this part of Egypt, which
is little known, and which has been badly
traced on all the charts, would fupply the
mecans of reafoning with cfficacy on the dan-
gers which may refult from the fea’s mo-
tion, and of applying the remedics requifite
to the fccurity of the important canal which
conveys the watcr of the Nile to Alexandria.

The difficulty of ferrying over the canal
of Maadich occafioned this fhort paflage to
occupy ncarly as much timc as the reft of
the route.  On the oppofite bank our people
were employed in ere@ing a battery to pro-
te@ this communication ; which, without
fuch a precaution, would be expofed to the
encmy’s attacks. We had fcarcely croffed
the canal when we had a proof of this: an
!Engliﬂ) brig and a cutter, which had come
purpofely to intercept us, fired at us feven

or
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or cight balls. Our filence inducing them
to think that we had nothing with which
to reply to them, the Englith, a few hours
after, detached from their flect twelve boats,
together with the two veflels above-men-
tioned, which fteered towards our works with
crowded fails. We imagined that thcy were
about to attempt a landing: they came to
anchor, howevcr, ncar the battery, and when
night drew on kept up a heavy fire on us.
We waited for the moon’s rifir g; and as
foon as her light had cnabled us to afcertain
their pofition, anfwered them in a way
which was apparently fo advantageous, that
on our fourth difcharge they cut their cables,
left their anchors behind them, and ftood
out to fea.

After having crofled the mouth of the
lake, by following twe fmall openings fkirted
by fandy hillocks, I at length reached the

g . fuburb
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fuburb of Aboukir, which bears a great re-
femblance to the city, from which it is fe-
parated by a diftance of about a hundred
and fifty paces: the city and fuburb, taken
together, may confift of from forty to fifty
bad houfes in a ruinous ftate, interfe@ing
the peninfula, at the extremity of which the
fortrefs ftands. At a diftance this fortrefs
has a refpectable appcarance; the baftions
would, however, fall in on the third dif-
charge of the culverins which are placed on
the ramparts, and which are in a very ne-
gleCted ftate: one of them, a brafs piece,
carries a fifty pound ball. It was found ne-
ceflary to raze a part of the batteries, and
to form with the rubbifh a platform of fuf-
ficient folidity to reccive four of our thirty-
fix pounders. This precaution did not ap-
pear to me ta be of any great utility, as the

fmall veflcls and launches which are ca-
pable
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pable of carrying guns to batter the walls
are prevented from approaching this pro-
montory by the reefs and rocks which fur-
round it. The enemy would not attempt a
landing at this point ; and fhould it even be
carried into effe&, the fortrefs could neither
hold out, nor afford any fecurity to troops,
or to a magazine, unlefs lines wefe to be
conftructed in front to defend the approach.
On the whole, 1t appeared to me that it
would have been better to deftroy the for-
trefs, and fill up the cifterns, preventing thus
the neceffity of a garrifon, of no utility dur-
ing the abfence of an enemy, and which
could not fail to be blockaded, or forccd/ tb
furrender, the moment a hoftile landing
fhould be effected.
I made a bird's-eye view of the penin-
fula. (See Fig. 1.Plate VI.)
In the embrafure of the outer gate of the
fortrefs
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fortrefs 1 found four large ftones of dark
green porphyry, and two long ftones of the
moft compadt ftatuary granite. At the inner
gate I found, together with four other ftones,
a fragment of doric entablature, having tri-
glyphs of a large fize and fine cxecution.
Thefe fragments, and a few veftiges of foun-
dations at the point of the rock, are the only
antiquities I could difcover at Aboukir, the
fitc of which can never have undergone any
alteration, fince the foil is a calcareous level
which_rifes above the bed of the fea, and
which is attached to the main land by an
ifthmus too narrow to have allowed a con-

fiderable city to have been built there. There

is, thercfore, every reafon to fuppofc that this
was the fort cr caﬁlc, facing the fea, of

Cdnopus, orof Hcraclca, which Strabo places

ator near this fpot. Bctore I reachcd Abou-
kir, at half a lcaguc’s diftance, I had pafled

2 in
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in front of the cifterns, the conftrucion of
which had been praifed to me. I returned
thither, and could find nothing befides three
fquare wells of Arabian ftruéture, furrounded
by heights which certainly contain ruins, and
on which a large quantity of fragments of
carthen pots are heaped together, blended
with the fand of the defert which the wind
has carricd thither. I fufpcected that Arabic
towers had been funk on this fpot, or, per-
haps, that it had been the fite of a manu-
fattory of pottery, or that thefc were the ruins
of Heraclea. A few fragments of granite on
the moft ‘clevated part of the ground in-
duced mc to prefer this latter opinion.

On the following day I proceeded with a
detachment along the weftern coaft, exa-
mining all the finuofities and the_fmalleft
eminences. In Lower Egypt the latter al-
moft invariably ggntgix)_:a—n.tiqﬁitics; l.)yﬂ the

aggre-
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aggregation of which they were originally
formed. After a fearch of three-quarters of
an hour, I found at the bottom of the fe-
cond creek a fmall pier formed of colofial
fragments. 1 felt an inexpreflible pleafure

on perceiving, in the firft inftance, a frag-
ment of a hand, the firft phalanx of which,
fourtecen inches in length, belonged to a
ftatue thirty-fix feet in height. The ggiiic,
workmanfhip, and ftyle of this fragment,

left no doubt in my mind but that it be-
longed to the earlieft period of the Egyp-
tians. By the difpofition of this hand, as
well as by feveral fragments in its vicinity,
and by the mere _habit of examining Egyp-
tian ftatues, the pofture of which is fo little
varied, it iseafy to recogrize in this frag-
ment an Ifis holding a nilometer. It might
teadily be removed from the fpot where it is
placed ; but this would greatly diminith its

 value:




TRAVELS IN EGYPT. "~ 103

value « near it arc feveral fragments of archi-
tecture, the dimenfions of which evince that
they once belonged to a capacious and hand-
fome edificc of the doric order. Thefe ruins
have for feveral centuries been wathed by
the waves, without having been disfigured ;
infomuch that it would appear to be the lot
of Egyptian monuments of every defcrip-
tion to refift alike the ravages of time and
of man. Nearcr to the fea-fide, and fur-
rounded by the fragments of this coloflal
{tatuc, is a ftatuc of a fphinx, the head and
fore legs of which arc mutilated, as far ae’
the petrified_plants and_fmall fhells with
which they were encrufted would enable
me to judge. Its ftyle attefts that it is.the
work of"a Greek feulptor. It isnot of gra-
nite, but of a free-ftone which refcn;l;l.cs
“:ili_t_c_:_ ‘marble, and which has a tran{paréncy
not to be met with in this fub{tanee out , of

Vor. 1. N Egypt.
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Egypt. Its height is thirteen or fourteen feet
At {fome diftance, amid fragments of enta-
blatures fimilar to thofe I have already de-
fcribed, 1s another ftatuc of Ifis, fufficiently
well pteferved to allow its pofition and at-
titude when ftanding to be afcertained: its
legs are broken, but the fragments are at its
fide. This ftatuc is of granite, and is ten
feet in height. All thefe antique ftatues and
fragments appear to have been placed on
this fpot to form a pier, and to ferve asa
breaker for an_edifice which has been fince
deftroyed, and which, if an opinion can be
formed from its foundations, muit have been
a fea-bath, the plan of which is ftill to be
traged in the interfc@ted rock. The part
which i1s not covered by the fea, has con-
duits for the water, conftruéed in brick,
over which cement and pouzzolana have

been laid,
At
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At a diftance of nearly half a mile from
thence, proceeding inland, and approaching
Alexandria, are feveral foundations con-
ftructed in brick, the plan of which cannot
be perfeétly made out, but which, from fe-
veral fragments of buildings well cxcéutcd,
appear to have belonged to edifices of fome
importancc. Near them are feveral corin-
thian capituls in marble, too much decayed
to be meafured, but which muft have ap-
pertained to bafes of the fame fubftance:
the columns to which they belonged muft
have been twenty inches in diameter. Far-
ther on are a great number of fragments of

columns of rofe-coloured granite, fluted, and

all of them of the fame fize, of the fame
fubflance, and wrought with the fame care,
being inconteftably the ruins of a large and
fuperb temple of the doric order. From the
accounts which Strabo has tranfmitted to us

. N2 " relative
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relative to this part of Egypt, and from
what I have juft defcribed, more particularly
the latter fragments, I had not the fmalleft
doubt but that thefe were the ruins of Ca-
nopus, and thofe of its temple, built by—tilc
Grecks, the worfhip of which vied with that
of Lampfacus :—of that miraculous temple
in which old men recovered their youth, and
the fick their health. The bath I have juft
mentioned was perhaps one of the means the

pricfts employed to work thefe wonders.
The foil has preferved none of the luxuri-
oufnefs of the fitc of ancient Canopus. A
few hillocks of fond and ruins in brick, large
fquare blocks of granite, without hierogly-
phics, and without any determinate fhape
to atteft to what kind of edifices and to what
age they belonged; and, laftly, a few {mall
vallies, as barren as the heights by which
they are formed, are all that remains of a
' city,
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city, once fo delighttul, the fite of which
has now a wild and difmal afpe&. It is truc
that the canal of which Strabo fpeaks, which
extended from P_x_]f_)_@_t}(_i{nﬂ to Eleufina, and a
branch of which reached and beftowed a re-t
trething coolnefs on Canopus, has fo cntircly'
difappcared, that the traces of it cannot bc‘
diftinguifhed, nor the poffibility of its exift-
cnce at prefent conceived. There are no
longer any remains of water 1n its environs,
unlefs in a few wells or cifterns, which con-
tain an inconfiderable quantity, and which
are fo narrow and dark, that neither their
dimenfions nor depth can be meafured. In
fhort, that city, the feat of voluptuous de-
lights, to which the votaries of pleafure re-
forted, is now bhecame a defert, frequented
by the jackals and the Bedouin Arabs. [did

nnt cncounter any of the latter; but I met

with a jackal which I fhould have taken.for

e N a_dag,
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a dog, if I had not had an opportunity to
examine very minutely his pointed nofc, his
crcéted cars, his length of tail fweeping the

ground, and his coat of fur like that of the

fox, to whom he has a greater refemblance

m—

than to thc wolf, notwithftanding the jackal
1s confidered as the wolf of Africa. Not
wifhing to weary the patience of the efcort
by which I had been accompanied, 1 re-
turned to Aboukir, where T found difpatches
for the commander in chicef, which were
about to be fent fent off by a detachment.
This opportunity of quitting fo difmal a
fpot gave me ar inconceivable pleafure.
During the ftay I had made there, I had
never been able to banifh from my mind that
the fortrefs was a ftate-prifon in which I was
confined ; _and the adjacent rock, againft
which the waves inceffantly dafhed with a
frig-htfql noife, the whiftling of the winds,
. © o the
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the whitenefs of the foil, which hurt the

-

—

fight, evcry thing, in fhort, in this melan-
chely abode, affli¢ted and chilled my foul.
On quitting it, I fancied that I had efcaped
from a tyrant by whom I had been held
captive.

The night was fo dark that we had to
grope our way, at times wading through
the fea, at others in the midft of thickets by
which we were torn, and ftumbling every
now and then among the wrecks which
were {cattered on the beach. At three in
the morning we reached Rofetta, where L
repofed myfelt voluptuoufly, not on my bed,
for I had not . feen one fince my departure

from France, but on a clean mat in a cool

chamber.

N4 CHAP-
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CHAPTER VI

Anniverfary Feaft on the Birth of Mahomet—
Mufic of the Fgyptians—Various Races of
People in Rofétta, Copts, Arabs, Turks,
Greeks, Jews, Aby/finians— Adgis, or Pil-
grims from Mecca—Egyptian Women.

T _was the anmiverfary of the birth of

Mahomet ; and we were furprifed to find
that no preparations were making to cele-
braté this feftival, the moft folemn in thc
Arabic hegira. Towards the clofe of the
evening General Menou fent for the mufti,
whofe honours and cmoluments had been
benefited by our arrival. His anfwers being
evafive, the other magiftrates, on their be-
ing queftioned, faid that they had purpofcd
to make the cuftomary preparations ; but as

thtey were only able to act as inferiors in an

affair
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affair which was in the department of their
colleaguc the mutti, they had been obliged
to wait his orders on that head. The prieft
was thus unmatked. Like a truc courtier,
be had daily afked and obtained ncw fa~
vours. The opportunity, however, prefent-
ing itlelf of inftilling into the minds of the
people, that we oppoféd what was one of
the moft folemn acts of their worfhip, he
had feized it with avidity. His ftratagem
was rewarded in the eaftern manner: no-
tice was fent to him that the feftival fhould
commence without delay; and on his ob-
ferving that there could not pofiibly be fuf-
ficient time to make the neceffary prepara-
tions, the general told him, that if it was too
latc to celcbrate the feftival, he fhould be
under the neceffity of fending him, the
mufti, to prifon. This had the defired ef-

fe&t : in-a quarter of an hour the feftival was

. proclaimed,
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proclaimed, the city illuminated, and hymns
of piety blended with thofe of rejoicing and

grati tude.

—————

After fupper we were invited to repair to
the quarter of the firft civil magiftrate, in
the front of whofe houfe we found all the
preparations for a Turkifh feftival. The
ftrcet was the aflembly-room, which was
lengthened or contracted according to the
number of guefts. An alcove covered with
carpcting was occupied by the diftinguifhed
perionages. Fires, combincd with a number

of {mall lamps and large tapers, formed a

whinfical illumiz ation. On one fide was a

band of martial mufic,: confifting of fhort
fqueaking hautboys, {mall kettle drums, and
large Albanefe drums. On the other were
ftationed violins_and fingers; and, in the
middle, Greek dancers 4 amj attendants pro-
vided with fwectmeats, coffee, fyrups, rofe-

‘watct,
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watcr, and pipes. In this way the feftival
was furnifhed.

As foon as we were fcatcd the martial
mufic commenced. A kind of leader of the
band played alternately two different airs,
which the other muficians repeated in cho-
rus. Whether it was owing to the calmnefs
of the atmofphere, or to a wifh of introduc-
ing too many flourithes into it, it fo hap-
pened that the fecond meafure was a true
cacophony, a difcordance of harfh founds,
as difagreeable to nice eats as it was enchant-
ing to thofe of the Arabs. I noticed parti-
cularly, that the leader of the band invaria-
bly took up cach of the airs with all theim-
portance and cnthufiafm of an infpired im-
provifatore, and that, when his nerves ap-
peared to be no longer able to fupport the
encrgy of expreflion he tried to beftow on it,
the chorus came to his aid with the fame

. unvaricd
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unvaried diffonance. The violins, which
were more tolerable, afterwards played an air,
in the burden of which a fmall portion of
melody was overcome by fuperfluous orna-
ments. The nafal twangs of an infpired
finger were fuperadded to the faftidious foft-
nefs of the femi-tones of the violins, which,
conftantly fhunning the key note, fell into
the fecond of the key, and invariably ter-
minated by the diefis, or imperfect femi-tone
immecdiately beneath the key-note, as in the
Spanith feguidillas. This may be confidered
as a proof that the refidence of the Arabs in
Spain introduc.d into that kingdom this
fpecies_of mufical compofition. After this

couplet, the violins took up the fame ftrain
with new variations, which the finger dif-
ruifed by a fharp movement, until he had
cntirely loft fight of the air, falling into the

wild expreflion of founds, without harmony,
and
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and without principle.  This was what,
however, charmed his auditory ftill more
and morc. Thc dance which followed was
of the fame defcription with the finging: it
was not the expreffion of joy, or of gaiety,
but of an extravagant pleafure, which made
hafty ftrides towards lafcivioufuefs; and this
was the more difgufting, as the performers,
all of them of the male fex, prefented in the
moft indecent way fcenes which love has
referved for the two fexes in the filence and

myilcry of the night.
© A variety of trifing eircumftances ob-
truded themfelves to delay our great excur~
fion; and to retard the objet of my journey.
Being under the neceffity of confining my
obfervations to what was immediately about
me, I remarked how eafy it was to diftin-
guifh, in the variety of figures, the different
races of the individuals who compofe the
popula-
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population of Rofetta. It ftruck me that
this city, a ftation of intcrmediate commerce,
muft neceffarily have colleéted together per-
fons belonging to all the nations of Egypt,
and have preferved them more apart and in
a better characterized f{tate than in a great
city, fuch as Cairo; where the relaxation of
morals muft have croflfed them, and caufed
them to degenerate. 1 accordingly fancied
that I could diftinguifh in the Cgpts the an-
cient Egyptian ftack, a defcription of fwar-
thy Nubians, fuch as we fee them repre-
fented on old feulptures, with flat foreheads,
cycs_half clofed and raifed up at the angles
high cheek-bones, a broad and flat nofc very
fhort, a large flattened _m_;__gth placed at a
confiderable aiftance from thc nofe, 1_:{1_1_ck
lips, little beard, a fhapelefs body, crooked
legs without any expreflion in the contour,

and long flat toes. Ignorance, drunkennefs,

cunning,
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cunning, and finefle, arc the moral qualities,
b;/vhich thefe ancient pofleffors of Egypt
are chara&erized. The firft period of their
degradation may be taken from their fubju-
gation by Cambyfes, that jealous and wrath-
tul conqucror, who governcd by terror,
changed the laws, perfccuted religious wor-
thip, mutilated what he could not deftroy,
and degraded his conqueft the better to fub-
mit it to his yoke. The fecond period was

the perfecution of Dioclefian, when Egypt

had embraced the catholic perfuafion : this
perfecution, to which the Ews fub-
mitted as faithful martyrs, prepared them
very naturally for the fubjugation of the Ma-
hometans. Under the late government they
were become the agents and brokers of the
bcy; and ki;fihevfs{ whom they plur}c}crcd
daily. What they had thus obtained was,
however, merely held iz 7ruff, as they were

B made
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made by a fine to reftore in bulk what they
had amaffed in detail. It wa« on this ac-
count that the art they employed in_con-
cealing what they had acquired, was greater
than the impudence they had. difplayed in
its acquifition.

After the Copts come the_Arabs, the moft
numcrous of the inhabitants of modern
Egypt. Without pofleffing an influence pro-
portioned to_their numbers, they feem to be
placed there to people the country, to cul-
tivate the lands, to tend the flocks, or to be
themfelyes in the degraded ftate of animals.
They are, however, lively, and have a pene-
trating phyfiognomy. Their eyes, which are
funk in and overarched, are replete with vi-
vacity and charater; all their proportions
are angular ; their beard is fhort and hang-
ing in filaments; their lips arec thin and
open, difplaying fine teeth; their arms are

* flethy :
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flefliy ; and in other refpedts they are more
a&jve: than handfome, and more mufcular
than wcli fhaped. The chara@enftic traits
I bave juft deferibed are moft common in
the fmall villages and {folitary habitations,
and more particularly among the inhabi-
tants of the defert.  Three cluffes of thefe
people, altogether different from each other,
arc, however, to be diﬁiﬁguiﬂlcd. Firft,
the Arab fhephcerd, who feems to “belong to
the original ftock, and who refembles the de-
fcription I have juft given, Next, the Be-
dmli_xl_fggb, on whom a morc exalted inde-
pendence, and ghe ftate of warfare in which
he lives, have beftowed a charadter of favage
terocity,as may be feen in the portrait. (Fig. 1.
Plate XLVIIL) The Arab from whom
this portrait was taken was a chief of a trilye,
whom I drew the moment after he was
made prifoner, when he thought he was

Voru. L. O * about
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about to lofe his head. Laftly, the Arab
——

cultivator, the moft civilized, the moft cor-

ruB_tcd, the moft degraded, in canfequence

of the ftate of bondage in which he is held,
and the moft varied in perfon and in cha-
rafter, as may be remarked in the heads of
the fheiks or chiefs of villages, in thofc of the
fellahs or peafants, in thofe of the boufac-
kirs or beggars, and, finally, in thofe of the
artifans, who conftitute thc moft abje&
clafs. Thefe two claffes of Bedouins and
cultivators arc fprung from the preceding
o;xc, that of the Arab fthephcerds.

The beauties of the Turks arc more dig-
nified, and their {uape more delicate. Their
thick eyelids allow but little expreffion to
the eyes: the nofe is thick ; the mouth and
lips handfome ; the beard long and buthy;
the complexion lcfs fwarthy ; and the neck

plump. In all their gefturcs and motions of
the



TRAVELS IN EGYPT, 211

the body they are dull and heavy; and this
fol_eﬁg_itz of gait, which, notwithftanding
the nullity of their authority, infpires a cer-
tain degree of awe, thcy miftake for dignity.
They poflefs a beauty which cannot be de-
fined, or a reafon given why it thould be con-
fidered as fuch. This is not the cafe with
th ngc&s, who mutt be claffed among the
foreigners by whom focieties diftin& from
thofe of the indigenous inhabitants are form-
ed. The fine delineations of their form,
their arch and penetrating eyes, and the de-
licacy and flexibility of their traits, bring to
the remembrance all that the imagination
has figured to itfelf relative to their ancef-
tors, and all that their monuments have
tran{mitted to us to atteft their elegance and
their tafte. The degraded ftate to which
they have been reduced, through a dread
which the fuperiority of their intelle&ual fa-

O:2 ' culties
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culties ftill infpires, has rendered many of
them wily knaves, Were they, however,
left to themfelves, thcy would perhaps be-
come in a little time what they formerly
were, fubtle and ambitious. Of all the
nations on carth this is the one which longs
the moft ;_rd_c_n;_].y for a revolution, fr_o_m
whatever quarter it may come. _On our
taking poffeffion of Rofetta, at an entertain-
ment which was given, a young Greek
came up to me, kifled my fhoulder, and,

with his finger on his lips, without uttering

a fingle {yllable, {lipped privately into my
hand a nofegay which he had brought me.
This fimple demonttration completely un-
folded all his fenfations, and was cxpreffive
of his political fituation, his fears, and his
hopes.

Next come the Jews, who arc in Egypt
what they are every where ;—hated, with-

out
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out being dreaded ; defpifed and _EF?fEC_Il_Eed
inceflantly, without ever being expelle(? ;
plundering conftantly without being very
rich ; and rendering themfelves ufeful to all
tic world at the fame time that their only
incentive is_felf-interett. I do not know
whether it is owing to their being nearer to
their own country that their phyfical cha-
ralter is better preferved here than elfe-
where : it ftruck me, however, very forci-
bly. Thofe among them who arc ugly rc-
femnble our Jews ; while the handf{ome oncs,
and more particularly thofe who are young,
bear a {trong refemblance, in point of charac-

greiembance
ter, to the head which painting has handed

down t;) us of Jefus Chrift. This feems to
prove that the portrait is traditional, and
that it is not to be dated from the fourteenth
ccntilry and the revival of the arts. See the
head which I have drawn, (Fig. 3. Plate
03 XLVIIL)
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XLVIIL) it is that of a young Jerufalem
Jew, and may be adduced 1n fupport of my
obfervation. In the great cities of Egypt
the Jews contend with the Copts for the
‘placcs in the cuftom houfcs, ftewardfhips of
eftates, and, in general, for whatever requires
calculation, and fupplies the means of amafi-
ing and concealing a fortune well or badly
acquired.

The chara&eriftic traits of another race
of men, who are very numerous, are ftrongly

delineated. Thefe are the Barabras or peo-

ple from the upper countries, inhabitants of
Nubia, and of the frontiers of Abyflinia. In
thefe fervid climates nature has, in an econo-
mical mood, denied them every fuperfluity.
They have neither fleth nor fat, but fimply
nerves, mufcles, and tendons, of greater elaf-
ticity than vigour. ‘They perform by a&i-
vity and addrefs what others effet by

' ftrength.,
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ftrength. It would feem as if the barrennefs
of their foil had exhaufted the {mall portion
of fubftance which nature has beftowed on
them. Their fkin is of a fhining and jgtty
black, cxadly fimilar to that of g_n_tigpc}
bronzes. Thcy have not the fmalleft re-

fcmblzlncc to the negroes of the __vzf_:ﬁcrn?mts
of Africa. Their eyes ar¢ deep fet and fpark-‘

ling, with the brows hanging over; the nofe

pointed; the noftrils large; the mouth wide;

.-

the lips of moderate dimenfions; and the
hair and beard in fmall quantity, and hang-
ing in little locks. Being wrinkled betimes,
and rctaining their agility till the laft, the
only indication of old age among them is the
whitencfs_of the beard, cvery part of the
body remaining flender and mufcular as in
their youth. Their phyfiognomy is cheer-
ful; and they are lively and well difpofed.

They are moft commonly employed to guard
. 04 the
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the magazines and timber yards. They are
clad in a picce of white woulien cloth, gain
but little, and fubfift on almoft nothing.

They are very_ faithful to their mafters, to

whom they are ftrongly attached.
During the pilgrimage of Mecca all the

nations which are ranged under the deno-

- e

mination of Maugrabins, or weftern people,
pafs through Egypt. This was the time for
the return of the caravan. Bonaparte, who
had made every effort in his power to cnable
it to reach Cairo without accident, had not,
howevcr, been able to prevent Ibrahim-Bey,
on his flight into Syria, from reaching the
defert before him, and from attacking the
caravan, which he did at Belbeis, tharing the
plunder with the Arabs, and with the emir
Adgis, whofe duty it was to protcé the trca-
fures. All that the bey allowed to reach us

were the mendicant devotecs, who flocked
n to
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to us in bands of two or threc hundred, made

up of all the nations of Africa, from Fez to

Tripoli. _They were fo worn out by fatigue,

that they all bore a refemblance to each
other, being as meagre as. the countries
through which they had paffed are barren,
and as much decayed as prifoners after a
long confincment in a dungeon. It is the
mmpulfion, the powertul forcc of opinjon,

—— . c————

which unqueftionably renders man_ the

ftrongeft of all animals.  When the fpace
which thefe pilgrims had gone over is confi-
dered, together with all that they muft have
fuficred on {o nnmente and terrible a jour-
ney, no doubt can be entertained but that it
required the excitemgnt ’of a _én:g_x;gl‘_aim,_
‘which alone could enable them to brave fo
many and fuch painful fatigygs; and that
the cnthufiafm refulting from a p;_o_g;s fenti-
ment, together with the confideration which

1s
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is baftowed on the title of aiig_i__og_gjlgiim, a
tigle proudly bomaby thofe who undertake
the journey to Mecca, arc the levers which
alonc could move the indolence of"tl;c
eaftern nations, and urge them on to fuch an
undertaking. To thefe incentivgs, however,
may be added the right which the adgis
affume to themfelves, of relatigg during the
remainder of their lives, to the other muflul-
mans, on whofe credulity they impofe, all
that they either have or have not feen. I
may pcrhaps be accufed of a fmall fhare of
adgifin in the travels I have undertaken, and
of braving difficv'ties with a view of impart-
( ing to others a portion of my enthufiafm.
>\My own_curiofity, owever, fets my con-
fcience at reft, being aware that my ftyle is
not over faMinating, and that my drawings

have nothing byt their fidelity to boaft.
. Fourteen Mamelukes, who were without
7 . “doubt
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doubt an encumbrance at the head-quarters,
had been fent to Rofetta. I examined them
very attentively, without refle(ting that they
do not belong to any particular nation, but
arc compofcd of people of all countries. Ac-
cordingly, among the few I had an oppor-
tunity to fee, I did not find one who had a
phyfiognomy fufficiently chara&erized to be
worth the pains of drawing. Several of
them were, however, natives of Mixlgr;lja
and Cic_g_rgia; but, whether it was that na-
ture had denied them their fhare of the
beauty fhe has beftowed on thofe countries,
or becaufe fhe hagd been more lavifh in her
gifts to the women, I waited until others
fhould prefent themiclves with more ftriking
features. I alfo deferred the pleafure of
drawing the Egyptian women, until we
fhould, by our influence over the manners
of the caftern nations, remove the. veil by.

. which
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which they arc covered. But even fuppoi-
ing, which is fcarcely to be prefumed, that
the men fhould make a facrifice to us of
their prejudices on this fcore, the coquetry
of the old women, who are the moft fcru-
pulous on every point in which honour is
concerned, would for a long time require,
on the part of their youthful companions,
the aufterity to which they were the victims
in the early part of life. What I had an
opportunity to notice is, that the young
girls who are not yet marriageable, and re-
lative to whom lefs ftriétnefs is obferved, bear
a pretty general refemblance to the forms of

the Egyptian ftatues of the gg. ddefs Ifis.

The women of. the lower clafles, who take

greater pains 1o conceal the nofe and mouth

Y —

than any other part, difcover from time to
time, not attractions, but fine flender limbs,

the fhape of which difplays more activity
than
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than grace. As foon as their breafts have
attained their full growth, they begin to fall,
and their gravitation is fuch, that it would
be difficult to fay how low fome of them
reach. The complexion of thefe women is
ncither black nor white, but a dufky brown.

Thc__y dzc of 3 blgck colour the eye-brows,

eyc-lids, and chin, but without producing

any great cffe@. I have not, however, ff:cn
any women carry with more clegance a
child, a vafe, or a bafket of fruit; or walk
with greater eafc and fecurity, Their long
drapery would be by no mcans unbecoming,
were it not that a veil, in the fhape of a
fhip's pendant, cafts a gloom over the whole
of their drcfs, fo as to make it refemble the
difmal coftumec of a nun of the order of pé-

nitents.
One of the rich natives who was under
fome obligations to me, by way of teftifying
his
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his gratitude, invited me to his boufe. On
account of my advanced age, and of my be-
ing a foreigner, he thought that he might
allow his wife to be of the breakfaft party,
and thus contribute more to my entertain-
ment. As he was engaged in mercantile
purfuits, he_fpoke a little Italian, and acted
as interpreter between myfelf and the lady,
whofe beauty was accompanied b;r.a foft
tinge of melancholy. She was extremely
fair, and her hands uncommonly dclicate
and handfome. On my admiring them, the
held them out to me. We had very little
to fay to cach other; and to make up for
this filence, I kiffed her hands, which, as the
was perplexed to know what the fhould af-
terwards de to intcreft me, the did not offer
to withdraw. On my fide, I dared not let
them go, for fear fhe thould imagine that I

was tired of them. I am at a lofs to con-
_jc&urc
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jetture how this fcenc would have termi-
nated, if refrclhments had not been brought
to relieve us from our embarraflment. They
were handed to her, and fhe prefented them
to me in a very particular manner, and with
fome degree of grace. 1 fancied I could per-
ceive that her ncgligent and penfive air was
merely the affeGation of a great lady, who
perfuaded herfelf that, by afluming it, the
fhould become fuperior to all the magnifi-
cence by which fhe was furrounded and
covercd. Before I left her, I fketched haf-
tily the fmall drawing of her, which is en-
graved in Plate XXXV, No. 2. The por-
trait, Fig. 1. of the fame plate, is that of a
female native married to a Franc. She fpoke
Italian, was handfome, of engaging manners,
and fond of her hufband. He was not, how-
ever, fo amiable but that fhe could beftow
a part of her affection elfewhcre ; and the

jcalou{};
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jealoufy which enfued on his fide was the
occafion of perpetual ftrte. She was all
fubmiffion, and never failed to renounce the
object of his fufpicions. On the following
day, however, there was a frefh complaint :
the again wept and repented ; and, notwith-
ftanding, her hufband was never without
fome motive for fcolding her. The houfe
in which this couple lived was oppofite to
mine; and as the ftreet was narrow, I be-
came very naturally the lady’s confident, and
the witnefs of her chagrins, The plague
broke out in the city; and my ncighbour
was o very communicative, that the could
not fail either to give or take it. Accord-
ingly fhe caught it of her laft lover; be-
ftowed it very faithfully on her hufband;
and they all threc dicd. 1 regretted her
death : her fingular good-nature and ingenu-
oufnefs, in the midft of her irrcgularitics,

and .
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and the fincerity of ‘the regret the manifefted,
had interefted me, and more particularly,
becaufe, as a mere confident, I could have
no difpute with her either as a hufband or
a lover. Fortunately for me, I was not at
Rofetta at the time the plague made its

ravages in that city. .

Vor. L P ’ CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIL

Tbe Amhvr enters the Delta: Number of
" Villages and Populoufnefs—Defeription of
“the Almés of Female Dancers at Metubis—

* Deftk and ether Villages—Encounter with
the Arabs %t Scha-abas-Amers—Rcturn s
Rofetta.

E at length fet out for the Delta, on

the excurfion to which I had fo

long and {o eagerly looked forward, to tread
a ground which had never been explored by
any European, and, indeed, but imperfe&ly
by any other perfons, the inhabitants cxcept-
ed; for the Mamelukes had rarcly pene-
trated to the centre of the Delta, in colleét-
ing the tributes, and regulating the avanies
or fines. On the 1qth of September, in the
aftcrnoon, the generals Menou and Mar-
. mont,

w
LI
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mont, 2 dozen men of letters and artifts, and
myfelf, with a detachment of two hundred
mien as an cfcort, crofled the Nile in boats.
Although fome pains had been taken to
make cvery ncceflary provifion, it was found,
on our landing, that what was motft effen-
tial had been forgotten. The horfes we
were to mount had no qualities belonging to
the Arabian breed, cxcept their vices; and
fuch of the travellers as were bad horfemen,
and whofe only alternative was a horfe with-
out a bridle, or un afs without a pannel,
hefitatcd whether they fhould proceed, or
renounce a journey they had fo ardently de-
fired, and which they had begun with fo
much enthufiafim. By degrees, however, our
arrangements were made, and we fet for-
ward. We pafled through the villages of
Madie, Elycufcra, Abugueridi, Melahue,
Abufcrat, Ralaici, Bereda, Ekbet, Eftdonc,

. P2 Elbat
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Elbat, Elfezri, Suffrano, Elnegars, and
Madie-di-Berimbal ; and reached Berimbal
at night. I have given this uninterefting
lift of the different villages through which
we pafled, to convey an idea of the popu-
lat;ion of four leagues of tcrrigory, and of the
abundance of a foil which nourifhes fo many
itﬂl_g@@ts, and contains on its furface o
many habitations. Exclufively of its own
internal confumption, it has to fupply the
wants of its titular pofleflor, who commonly
refides in the capital. At Madie-di-Berem-
bal our camels fell into the canal; and it
was midnight befre we could colleét them
together. Our baggage and provifions were
drenched; all thoughts of our arrival had
been given up; and, after having with fome
difficulty procured a fupper, we repofed our-
felves as well as we could at two o'clock in
the moming. The following day, after

o . having
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having dried our clothes, we fet out, and
reached Metubis at the cxpiration of two
hours, meeting with as many villages as on
the former occafion.

General Menou had fome enquiries to
make, and an explanation to enter into with
the theiks in the vicinity, relative to their
paft offences. It was.thereforc determined,
that we fhould not quit Metubis until the
following day. This city, on a varicty of
accounts, prefented food for our curiofity.
In the firft place it is probable that it was

built on the ruins of the ancient Metelis ;

and, in the next place, the well-known and
tolcrated lic_c_gltipyfgc,i_é of its manners had
beftowed on it the reputation_which Cano-
pus had prccedently enjoyed. Our refearches
after antiquitics were ineffctual : all the
granite we could find was employed for
grinding _the corn, and appeared to have

B P3 been
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been brought thither from fome other fpot
to be applicd to that ufe. We were told of
ruins to the ‘fouth-caft, at the dxﬁance of a
league and a half; but 1t was late, and a cu-
riofity of another kind attralted our atten-
tion. We requefted of the fheiks a fight
of the almés, a defcription of female danccrs
fimilar to thofc of India. Thefe chicfs, a
part of whofe revenues they probably con-
ftituted, made fome difficulty in allowing
them to be brought into our prefence. If
polluted by the infpeCion of infidels, their
rcputatlon mi ght fuffer, and they might per-
haps even be obhged to forfeit their condi-
tion in life. The vilencfs of a chriftian in

the eyes of a muflulman may be eftimated

from this anecdote, fince the objects which
are the moft diffolutc and abandoned in this
fe@, may notwithftanding be profaned by
the view of a Europcan. The prefence,

howevcer,
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however, of a general, together with that of
two hundred foldiers, and fome old offegces
for which the fhicks had an atonement to
make, foon removed every obftacle. The
almés arrived; and we could not perceive
that they pasticipated.in the flightet-degree
in the political confiderations and religious
{cruples of the fheiks. They made fome dif-
ficulty, however, and that with a tolerable
fhare of grace, in granting us what we thould
have confidered as the fmalleft of their fa-
vours, that of uncavering the eyes and.the

mouth. Inalittle time their forms were
complctcly difplayed through colonred gauzc
faftened by a fath, which they tightened
from time to time negligently, and with an
air of levity by no means difagreeable, and
fomewhat & la frangaife. They had brought
with them two infttuments, a pipe and

P4 tabour,
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tabour, and a kind of drym, made from an
_carth. en pot, on which ‘the mufician beat

with his hands. They were feven in num-
ber. Twa of them began da;:ing, while
the others fung, with an accompaniment of
caftanets, in the thape _of cymbals, and of
the fize of & crown piece. The movement
they difplayed in ftriking them againft each
other gave infinite grace to their fingers
and wrifts. At the commencement the
dance was,voluptuous ; it foon after became
lafcivious, and exprefled, in the groffeft and
moft indecent way, the giddy tranfports of
the paffions. The difguft which this fpec-
tacle excited, was heightened by one of the
muﬁcnans of whom [ have juft {fpoken, and
Wla“t’ ‘at the- moment when the dancers gave
thc greateft freedom to their wanton gc{’curcs
and emotions, with the ftupid air of a clown

. in
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in a3 pantomime, interrupted by a loud burft
of laughter the fcene of intoxication which
was to clofe the dance.

Thefe dancers {wallowed large gla{Tes of
bru as if it had been lemonade. Accord-
ingly, notwithftandinQ; they were all young

and handfomq they were haggard and jaded,

with the cxception of two of them, whofg
beauty bore fo ftriking a refemblance to that
of two of our Paris belles, that weall _]omed

Ina gcr}qral_exclﬂ‘nngt_l_ yvhen they difclofed

their features. So truly i1s grace a pure gift

of nature, that Jofcphina and Hanka, who
had received no other cducation than that
which is beftowed on the moft infamous
profeflion in the moft diffolute of cities,
when thc dance was ended, poflcfled all the

e
delicacy of manners of thc women whom

they refembled, and the {oft and endearing
voluptuoufnefs which they, no doubt, refcrye
| for
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for thofe on whom they lavifh their fecret
favours. I could have wifiied, I muft confefs,
that. Jofephina had not refembled the others
in her ftyle of dancipg,,

Notwithftanding the licentious life of
thefe females, they are introduced into the

harems to inftruct the young perfons of their

fcx 1n all that may render them agrecable
to their future hufbands. They give them
leflons of dancing, finging, gracefulncfs, and,

in general, of all yoluptuous attainments. It

ignot furprifing, that with manners which

make the principal duty of women to confifl
in beftowing pieafure, thofe who follow the
profeflion of gallantry fhould be the teach-
crs of the fair fex. They arc admitted to the
feftivals which the grandees give to thofc of
their own rank ; and when, from time to
time, a hufband wiflics to .entertain his ha-
rem 1n a particular manner, they are alfo

fent
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fent for.  Thisis what compofes the fubjeé
of Platc 50. ’ ‘.

On the following day our attention was
occupied by antiquitics. We went to Koam-
él_-f_l_l_x_‘z_x_:lxar, that is to fay, the red monntain,
a name derived, without doubt, from the .
mound of red bricks with which this ruin
is tormed. It has no determinate charaCters
iftics, and may have belonged cither to an
ancient city, of which thergare no traces of
any monuments, or to a modern village,
which, baving rebelled againft the Mame-
lukes, may have been deftroyed by them.,
We could not find any veftiges of antiqui-
ties, notwithftanding it was the wifh of Do-
lomieu and myfelt to difcover there the an-
cjent Mﬁt_g_l.ii, the capi}gl_ Of;t}lf_?ffi"e which
was fo called. The coun_t.ry which we dif-
covcred towards the ‘caft, beyond. Comch-

Lachma, and extending to lake Berclos, +is

merely
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merely an uncultivated morafs. We dined
at Sindion and flept at Tj:g_a. On the fol-
Jowin?g?iay we proceeded to El-Alavi and
Therafa, quitting the road, and proceeding
to the north weft, to examine feveral con-
fidcrable ruins, which are alfo, for th; reafon
juft given, called Koum-Hhamar-€él-Médy-
néh. We doubted whether they were the
traces of Cabaza, the capital of the cabafitic
#ome, or of Nwis, which the Mﬂgﬁirls
had built. We were not more fortunate

than on the preceding day, the rubbifh being

of the fame nature : for this is the only name
which can be beftowed on a mafs of fhape-
lefs fragments of pottery, and heaps of broken
bricks, not one of which was to be found in
an entire ftate. Ata diftance from thence we
difcovered nearly two fquare lcagt_l. es of barzen
and uncultivated land, which, in fome mca-

fure, dinrinithed our expe&ations relative ta
the
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the gencral fecundity of the foil of the Delta.
If either of the two cities I have juft mcn-
tioned ftood on this barren ground, on which
we could diftinguith ruins, it was but un-
pleafantly fituated, and it is certain that it
contained no great monument of aoy defcrip-
tion. Notwithftanding the fpace that they
occupy 1s very confiderable, we could per-
ceive nothing but a few artificial ftreams tor
irrigation, without any navigable canals. We
returned, but little fatisfied with the refult
of ourrefcarches, not having collected any
information which could aid us in_thofe we

might undertake in the fequel. ——
In making this excurfion we had quitted
the detachment, and procceded in a direct
line towards Defuk, the place of our ren-
dezvous, accompanied by a few guides. We
pafled through Gabrith, a village fortified
with walls and towers, peculiarities which
diftin-
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diftinguifh thofe that are not on the bank of
the Nile beyond Fua. Here the territory
was not {o well cultivated, and ihe foil, being

more elevated and more difficult to irrigate

by means of the wutcring‘n:achincs, waits
for the inundatjgn to be fown with corn and
maize, to which no other erops fucceed. In
the portions of land of this nature, as foon
as the harveft is got in, the ground, aban-
doned to the piercing rays of the fun, and
without one reviving drop of moifture to
allay its thirft, cracks, and bears the form and
femblance of a defert.  We pafied through
Salmie, where we could diftinguifh all the
difafters which our vengcance had occafi-
oned, without being able to notice in the
countenances of the inhabitants the traces of
any enmity or refentment they might bear
us. 1 could not, however, recolleé without

emotion .that I was almeft alone on a fpot
where



'TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 230

where I had feen thc\prin'cipal inhabitants of
the country fall fome time before. We were
face to face, the natives and miyfelf, like par-
ties who had had a lawfuit, but whofe ac-
counts were not yet fettled. I had hadre-
peated occafions to remark that the eaftern
nations bear no malice for the events of which
a ftate of warfarc may have been productive.
On this occafion, the inhabitants added, with
much generofity and a good grace, a guide
to the one who was to condu& us to Mch-
hil-él-Malek and the canal of Sfa’idy.

The canal of Sfa'idy is fufficiently wide
for the paflage of boats from the Nile to lake
Berelos. Defuk, a large village, is diftant
from it about half a lecague, and has a
mofque which is reforted to twice a year by
all’ the nations of the eaft, and in which two
hundred thoufand fouls pay their devotions.
The alwés repair thither from cvery part of.

Egypt;
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~ Egypt; and the greateft miracle which is
performed by Ibrihym, who is fo devoutly
worthipped at Defuk, is to fufpend the jea-
loufy of the muflulmans during the time this
kind of feftival lafts, and to allow thc wo-
men the enjoyment of a liberty by which
they are faid to profit in the fulleft cxtent
imaginable. o

We were informed that a palace had been
prepared for the general, and we all occupicd
it; 1t confifted of a court, an open gallery,
and one- room without a door. I made a
tketch of this fcene, taking the time in
which General Menou was giving audience
through the window to fome of the chief
people of the country, who were affembled
in the outer court, whilft the fervants were
bringing in the breakfaft which had been
prepared for us.  (Sce Plate V. Fig. 4.) We

devoted the next day to vifiting all the vil-
lages
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lages within the government of General Me-
rou, in the province of Sharkich, which we
had not yet feen. In our way wc were to
pafs by Sanhur-el-Medin, where we were
informed were to be feen a number of ruins.
Could it be Sais? Our expetations were
awakened by the adjunct ¢/ Medinz, meaning
“ the Great,” which it might have acquired
from its great antiquity, or the {plendour of
the antient Sais, which, according to Strabo,
was the metropolis of the whole of this dif-
trict of Lower Egypt. We reached the place
by crofling a large and parched plain, which
was every hour expecting the inundation of
the Nile, the waters of which were already
running up the numerous furrows.
Sanhur-el-Medin, however, exhibited no-
tl.ling but devaftation and a heap of fhapelefs
ruins. The fragments of flint and granite
ftones which we cxamined could only indi-
Vor.T Q cate
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cate a few centuries of antiquity, and our

carcful fearch over the wiule neighbourhood

produced nothing of confequence, {o that

we returned diffatisfied to Defuk, where we -
{pent the might,

The next day we dirc_ﬁsd our march
north-eaft, towards the nterior of the Delta.
Having again paffed Sanhur-cl-Medin, we
crofled feveral main inundation canals, which
from the appearance and quality of the wa-
ter we fuppofed nught proceed from lake
Berelos.

Beyond thefe canals we found the coun-
try already covered with watcer, though it
was four fcet higher than the ground which
we had left: for the irrigation, which was
directed and kept in by the dykes on whiclx
we now marched, had to flow over them
before it could rcach -the country through
which we had been travelling. Thefe dykes

7 . ferved
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fzrved as roads of communication between
the different villages, which appeared as
iflands rifing above the water; and being
thus ftrongly marked out, we flattercd our-
fchves that no interefting objed within them
wouid efcape our curiofity.  We had been
told that we fhould find many antiquities at
Schoabas-Ammers, and we advanced to-
wards it along a nartow ferpedtine dyke,
‘which divided two feas of inundation. To
have more time for our obfervations, we had
advanced a leaguc beyond our detachment ;
a guide on horfcback, two guides on foot, a
young man from Rofetta, the two generals
Mcnou and Marmont, a phyfician who
ferved as our interpreter, a draughtfman, and
myfelf, formed the foremoft party of our
company; while Gencral Dolomieu, holding
by the bridle a vicious horfe, and feveral fer-

vants. remaincd at fome diftance behird.
Q2 Whilft
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Whilft we were obferving the advantage-
ous and pi&urefque fituation of Kafr-Schaa-
bas, a hamlet a little diftance from Schaabas,
we faw the phyfician riding back to us at
full gallop, crying out, «“ They are waiting
for us with mufquets, and are crying to us,
Erga (Halt.)” Our guides withed to par-
ley with them, but they only anfwered us by
difcharging their pieces, which, though they
were very near us, fortunately did us no in-
jury. We made another attempt to parley,
but a fecond volley warned us not to expofe
to the enemy’s balls the legs of our horfes,
which were our only refource. As we were
returning we perceived another troop of
armed fncn, who were coming up by a road
covered with vater, and threatened to cut
off our only retreat. At this moment the
éraughtfman was feized with fuch a degree
of terror as to be unable to think and act for

/ chimf{elf,
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himfelf, and fell helplefs from his horfe; in
vain we tried to remount him, to take him
behind one of us; or to perfuade him to feize
hold of the tail of one of our horfes; his laft
hour was arrived, and without being able to
make ufe of any chance of efcape, he re-
mained on the fpot, crying out through ter-
ror, till his head became the prey of the mer-
cilefs enemy. In the mean time, thofe who
had firft fired at us were coming up, and to
avoid being aimed at, we had only time to
gallop through the balls, which flew round
us on cvery fide.  We now met the fecond
party of the cnemy, and Dolomicu was
mounted on a reftive horfe with his bridle
broken; fortunately I had juft time to tie it
Eogcther for him, and I was dire&ly after
repaid for this fervice: for as I was re-
mounting, I faw him'fall into a deep hole in

which I thould have funk entirely, and from
Q3 which
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which he efcaped by his gigantic ftature. [
took anather direction, croticd a dyke which
the cnemy had broken, whilft the ground
was alrcady covered with water, which came
on in torrents in every dire@ion, and at laft
r¢joined our detachment, and we all returncd
to Kafr- Ammers, which in our rage we were
going to take by fform,

It was four in the afternoon when we re-
turncd to this village; forty men concealed
in a ditch fired on us as we came up, but
mifled uys all, and we were not more fuc-
cessful in returning the fire; they retired,
however, to another troop which was wait-
ing for us under the wall, for we now per-
ceived that this village was a fmall fortrefs,
formed of four curtains, with a tower at each
angle, to one of which a caftle was con-
nected.  This little fort was feparated {rom
Schaabas by a canal filled with watcr, and

. v an
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an cfplanade of a thoufand toifes in length.,
The commandcer of the place had hung out
the white flag, but the people in the fuburbs
ttill continued to firc on us: our firft agack
futicd ; the oihicer charged with diredling 1t
was thrown off his horfc into the water, and
his party had feparated in order to purfuc the
inhabitants, who were carrying away theit
effets : the two generals haftened up to re-
medy this diforder and rally the party, but
this movement obliged them to pafs under
the towers, by which feveral foldiers were
killed or wounded from the fire of the enemy.
We now turned the fortrefs, énc of the
-towers had not been armed, and we broke
open onc of the gates of the town which it
defended : thirty foldiers and the general en-
tered ; the latter and myfelt werc the only
perfons of our pérty that werc on horfeback,
and the houfes were {o low that we found

Q4 ourfelves



248 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

ourfelves a mark for all the three fides of the
place: at the inftant that I warned General
Menou that he was aimed at, hlS horfe was
killm Q@ fpot, and by his fall threw his
rider into a hale; I thought him dead, and
was in vain endeavouring to affift him, when
General Marmont and fome volunteers came
to our affiftance and withdrew him; the fir-
ing in the mean time, however, was brifkly
kept up on all fides; but the inhabitants
were well armed, under fhelter, and were
able to take good aim. After feveral of our
party were killed or wounded, we were
obliged to retreat. We now renewed the
attack with more order on the tower parallel
to the former which we had carried ; at firft
the enemy lo‘t feveral men and abandoned
the place, and we began to fet fire to the
houfes in order to approach the fort, but
cight of our men having been wounded at

the
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the attack of the gate, our pofition became
very hazardous, as we had left thirty men to
guard our baggage and had but few with us.
At the approach of night the befieged raifed
loud crics, and fhouts, which were anfwered
by the ncighbouring villages, who began to
colle® their forces, in order to relicve their
countrymen, and we heard them concert
meafures to force a paflage to them. We al-
lowed them to come up, and when ncar we
gave them a volley where we judged it would
rcach them, and dircctly after, their war
thouts were changed into lamentations, and
they retreated. Soon after a deputation ar-
rived from the village of Schaabas, followed
by the theik himfelf with his ftandard: he
told us that the people with whom we were
engaging were villanous robbers, with whom
there was no hope of treating ; a native of

the
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the country whom we had fet frec at Malta
ferved as his interpreter 3 and the fheik told
us 1n confidence, that if we did not carry the
fortrefs during the night, we fhould not be
ftrong enough 1n the morning, and that the
people in the ncighbourhood would cut off
our retreat, by which we fhould all be killed.
Whilft he was giving us this important in-
formation, his finc facc affumed fuch an air
of compaffion, that I could not help fketch-
ing. his portrait. However, this advice was
not to be negle@ed, efpccially as we had
feveral wounded men with us, whom wc
fhould find much difficulty to eonvcy along
a’ narrow and broken caufeway, whillt we
were covering our retreat.  As we were me-
ditating how v-e fthould beft fecure our rc:
treat from our critical fituation, the beficg-
ed, favoured by the darknefs, prctended to

. have
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have rcecived affiftance, and began a brifk
firc on their flank, which they wanted to
protect; and at the fame time abandoning
all their property to the flames, they effeéted
their retreat in protound filence.  We only
heard them when they were obliged to
plunge into the water, and we then fired on
them at random ; and a few camels which
hal ftrayed from them, and were returning
to the village, convinced us of their flight.
Being now matfters ot the {icld of battle, we
completed the deftru@ion of cvery thing
which would take fire ; and our foldiers con-
foled themielves for the fatiguc of the day
and night by loading two hundred afles with

two or three thoufand fowls and pigeons,

—

and by driving away feven or eight hundred

fhcep. To us amateurs,. however, nothing

mmm— e

remaincd viich could make up to our cu-

riofity
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riofity for this dangcroué and fatiguing ad-
venture ; our'hopcs of ficcefs had entirely
failed, and we colleéted little if any thing
worth record for the artift and antiquarian.
At day-break we fct out on our return with-

cut meeting with any further obftacle.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIII.

Voyage from Ro/etta up the Nile to Cairo——
General Face qf the Country—Firff View
of the szd:——Cazro—-Gardem of Mu-
rad- Bey—Journey to the Pyramids, and De-
feription of tlzem—SgIzﬂx—l\/fanners of the
Inhabitants of Cairo—Affray in the Town,
and general Rifing of the Inhabitants—
Quelled—The Houfe of the Inflitute pil-
laged— Cemetery qf the Mamelukes—Death
of General Dupuz: and Sulcowfbky— Kind-
nefs of the middle Orders of People at Cairo,

N our return to Rofetta we found an
order from the commander in chief,
di.rc&ing the members of ‘thc Inftitute who
had remained in that place to proceed to
Cairo, to affift in organizing the proceedings

. and
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and the fittings of that affembly. 1 cmi-
barked the next day wiir my comrades. In
quitting the province of Rofetta we left be-

hind us the richeft and moft cheerful part

of the Delta; for, in afcending the river, after

paffing Rahmanieh, the fands of the defert

fometimes approach to the water’s edge on

the left bank ; the.gguutry becomes naked,
the trees thinly fcattered, and the horizon
1s marked by an uniform line, which 1t 1s
almoft impoflible to reprefent by the pencil.
[ took a drawing of Alcun, a village in which
b Y ~
the aid-de-camp Julien,. and twenty-five
U]
volunteers, had been maflacred by the inha-
bitants. The village hud fince been burnt,
and the people cxpelled ; but innumerable
flights of pigcons remained about the ruins,
of which thcy were now the only inhabi-
tants. I alfo took a view of the village of
Demichelat, (fee Plate VI. No. 3.) and the

rcader
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rcader may here remark, that the pyramidal
{orm of the anc1cnt Egyptmn ftyle of archi-

s -

tecture, the rcgu]arxty of the plan, and the
fimplicity of the capitals, arc fometimes pre-
ferved even in the ﬂight modern edifices, and
gi-\—’c—.an air of hiftorical gravity to the vil-

lages in Egypt which is not to be found clfe-
where. .

At morc than ten leagues from Cairo we
difcovered the points of the pyramids picrc-
ing the horizon ; foon after we faw M.gg.nt-
K‘.tam, and oppofite to it, the chain of hills

which feparates Egypt from LLa, and

forms a barrier to the banks of thc Nile
gl

T
againft the fands of thc defert; but i this

acma

s i

.(,tcmal confli¢t bctv&ccn this  deftru@ive

fcourge and the beneficent river, the inun-
*

A————

dation of fand often.overwhclms the coun-

try, changes its fertility to barrennefs, drives

the labourer from his houfe, whofe walls it

COVECrs
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covers up, and leaves no other mark of ve-
-

getable life than the tops ot a few palm-trees,

which adds ftill more to the drc:;;y;fp:é of
deftruction.

T felt delighted in feeing thefe mountains,
and vifiting monuments, of which botl; the
date and obj’c& of conftru¢tion arc loft in
the night of paft ages; my mind was full
of emotion on contemplating thefe vaft
fcenes, and I regretted the approach of thc
nig—‘which fpread a veil over fo ftriking a
pl&urc to the 1magmatlon, and conccaled
from m:‘fhc point of glf__l’)clta, m:e,
among other magnificent plans, it was pro-
pofcd to build a new_mctropolis for Egypt.
At the firft dawn of day I again faluted with
my eyes the pyramids, and took feveral
Tiews ; ; and it was intcrefting to ﬁ_i on the

furface of the Nile, then at hlgh ﬂood the
different villages glide before the eyes, es, backed

by
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by thefe monuments, which were deftined
to record events that gave local intereft to
cvery object.

I withed to be able to draw them with
that fine tranfparent hue which they derive
from the immenfe volume of air that fur-
rounds them: thisis a peculiarity belonging
to thefc monumecnts, which they owe to
their great clevation; for the vaft diftance
at which they are diftinguithable, renders
them almoft tranfparent, and the blue tint
of thg_ﬂicaufcs their angles to appcar fharp
and well dcfined, though they have been
rounded by _the decay of ycars. (Scc‘Platé
VIIL. Fig. 1, 2, and 3.)

About nine o’clock thc noife of cannon
announced to us the approach to Cairo, and
the feaft of the new year, which was then
cclcbrating.  In our prefent pofition we faw
numerous mirarets furrounding Mount-Ka-

Vou. L. R ‘tam,
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tam, and procceding from the gardens or
the banks of the Nile, whilft Old Cairo,
Bulac, and Roda, appearing as part of the
town, gave it an appcarance of verdurc and
frefhnefs, and added go uts magnificence. As
we approached, however, the illufion va-
nithed ; every obje& returning as it were
to its proper place, we only faw a heap of
villages colleéted near an arid rock ; and, I
know not why, rcmote from the beautiful
banks of_the river. (Sce Plate VL. No. 4).
When I arrived at head- quarters at Cairo,
T learnt that the commander in chief was
then fetting out for thg pyragids, accom-
panied by two hundred men, who were to
protect them 1n their refearches. I now la-
mented that I had not known of this expe-
dition a few hours fooner, as I confidered i¢t
fruitlefs to fet out on fuch a journcy, with-
oyt being provided with what was requifite,

. n
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in order to obferve thefe objects of curiofity
with advantage; and befides, I was fo fa-
tigued with my former journies, that I much
wanted to reft all my limbs, fo that I had
determined to delay this expedition till the
aftronomeys fhould go to make their obfer-
vations in thefe celebrated places.

On leaving table, the general faid, It is
“« impoffible to vifit the pyramids without
“ an cfcort, and one cannot often fpare for
¢ the purpofc a detachment of two hundred

« men.” The afcendancy which fome minds

have over others, at once deftroyed all_my

rcamlg; it was this afcendancy which
made me a follower from France to Egypt,
and it now determined mc to be of the party
to the pyramids; fo, without returning home,
[ took my road to Old Cairo, and rejoined
the comrades with whom [ had been failing
up the Nile. It was full night when swe got

. Rz , to
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to Gizeh, and I knew not where I fhould re-
pofe ; but in wandering about I found my-
felf, by a good fortune which fecmed hke
enchantment, in a hall furnifhed with fine
velvet cufhions, and fcented with the per-
fume of an orange-grove, which_gentle air
wafted to us. I went down into the gar-
den, which appcared by moonlight to be
worthy the defcription which Savary has
given. This was the pleafure-houfe of Mu-
rad-Bey. I had heard its charms depreciated,
and I only now faw it after the march of a
victorious army ; but I could not help feel-
ing that, withou. reforting to nccdleﬁgm-
parifons, the oricntal luxuries have their
charms, and fill the fenfes with voluptuous
_pleafure. We do not here find, indeed, thof@:
long alleys which are the pride of the French
gardens, nor the ferpentine walks of the

Englifh, where health and appetite are the
* reward

-\
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rcward of the excrcife required to furvey
them; but in the eaft, where indolent re-
pofc forms one of the chief luxuries, the
tents or kiofks arc pitched under the thick

branches of a clufter of {ycamores, and open

at pleafure upon a fragrant underwood of
orangc and jeflamine. To this is added the
voluptuous pleafure of enjoyments ftill but
imperfedly known to us, but which we may
cafily conceive; fuch, for inftance, as to be
attcnded by young flaves, who unite to cle-
gance of form gentle and carefling manners;
to be indolently ftretched on vaft and downy
carpets, ftrewed with cufhions, in company
with fome favouritc beauty, breatbing per-
fumes, apd intoxicated with defires; to re-
;ccivc fherbet from the hands of a young
damfel, whofe languithing eyes exprefs the
contentment of willing obedience, and not
the conftraint of fervitude. Surrounded with

. R 3 thefe
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thefe dclights, the burning African need not
envy the inhabitant of Europe; and ‘man
may find happinefs wherever therc is beauty
and gracc, whether in the gardens of Tria-
non, or repofed on the ,M of the Nile.

The officer who commanded the efcort
happened to be one of my friends; he en-
tered me in the lift of thofe who were bound
for the pyramids; we were about three hun-
dred. The next mornin‘g, after much wait-
ing to colle the party, w__gfct'out, late, as
generally happens wherc many are to be put
in motion. We failed through the ficlds by
the inundation tre..ches, and after taéking
often through the cultivated country, we
landed about noon on the borders of the de-
fert, half a league from the pyramids. Itook ,
feveral views of them in different };oﬁtions
a8 we approached. (See Platc VII. Fig. 2,
and-VIIL Fig. 1.)

As
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As foon as we quitted our boats we found
ourfelves in the funds, and climbed the level
on which thefe monuments reft. In ap-
proaching thefe ftupendous buildings, their
floping and angular forms difguiie their real
height, and leflen it to the eye; and befides,
as every thing regular is only great or fmall
by comparifon, and as thcfe mafles of flone
cclipfe in magnitude every furrounding ob-
je&t, and yet arc much inferior to a moun-
tain (the only thing with which our imnagi-
nation can comparc them) one is furprized
to find the firlt impreffion given by vic wing
them at a diftance, fo much diainifhed on
a nc;r’érjlpproach. ITowcvcr, on attermpting
to mealure any onc of thefe gigantic works
qf art by fome known fcale, 1t re?umes its
immenfity to the mind; for as I approached
to the opening, a hundred perfons who were
ft inding under it appeared fo {mall, that I

3 R could
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could hardly takc them for men. It would
be a good method for the artift to give an
idea of the dimenfion of thefe edifices, by re-
prefenting on the fame ground-plan as the
building fome praceffion or religious ccre-
mony analogous to the antient cuftoms.
As it is, thefe monumecnts ftanding alone,
and without any living fcale of compa-
rifon, excepting a fcw detached figures in
front, lofe both the effe¢t of their grand pro-
portions, anid the general impreflion which
they would otherwife make. We have a good
examplc of comparifon in Europe in St.
Pctcz}__ghurch at Rome, the magnitude of
which is concealed by the exquifite harmony

of proportion, and the croffing of the gene-
ral outline, till the eye defcends to a pre-
ceffion of the religious orders_celebrating
mafs, and followcd by a train of worthippers,
which in this fituation appears like a group

of
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of puppets attempting to a& Athalia on the

theatre of Verfailles.  Another point of re-

h—_\
femblance between, thefe two cdifices is, that

nothing but the defpotifin of a facerdotal gc-

vernment could venture_to undertake them,

nor any thing but the ftupid fanaticifin of a
people would fubmit to the labour of Luild-
ing. But to return to the actual ftate of the

pyramids; let us firft afcend a fmall heap of

fand and rubbih,. wluch ii.EEf!lﬁPs the re-
mains of the trench of the firft of thefc cdi-
fices which prefents itfelf, and which now
leads to the opening through which it may
be reached. This o_}_)_cll_i_p_g, which is ncarly
ﬁxt‘Lfcct from the bafe, 1s crwd by a

general ftone-facing, which {orms the third
A —————

ar inner inclofure to tle folitary entrench-
ment around this monument (Sec Plate
VIIL and X.) Herc begins the firt gallery;

its dirc&ion lies towards the centre and-bafe

of
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of the cdxﬁu,, but thc fublnﬂ), which has
been but 111 clcarcd out, or which, owing to
the natural {lope, has fallen back again into
the gallery, added to the fund daily drifted
in by the north wind, and which 1s never
SRR ———
forced out again, has {o blocked up the paf-
fage as to render it very inconvenient to crofs,
At the extremity of this gallery two large
-..—\ . cha

blocks of granite are met with, which form
a fecond partition_to_thig pnyfterious paf-
fage.

T'his obftacle appears to have perplexed

all thofe who have undertaken the refcarch,

and has led to fucral random attempts to

furmount it. Endeavours havc been made
”’ ——

by former vifitors to cut a .R?;i‘fagg‘ through
the folid ftonc, but this proving unfuccefsfu},
they have returned fome way, have paficd
ropnd two blocks of ftone, climbed over
them, and thus diicovered a fecond gallery
PR S - .
. ot
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of fo fteep an afcent, that it has been nccef-
fary to hew fteps in the ground in order to
mount it. Thig gallery leads to a kind of
lal}ding- lace, in which is a hole ufually
called « the well,” which 1s the opening to
a horizontal gallery leading to a chamber
known by the name of ‘¢ the queen’s cham-

———————

ber,” without ornament, cornice, or any
Sommm— . anctmm. agir——
infcription whateyer,

Returning to the landing-place, a perpen-
dicular opening lggds to the grand gallery,
which terminates in a fecond landing-place,

on which is the third and laft partition..cQg-

ftru&ed with much morc art, and which
gives a ftriking idea of the importance which
the Egyptians attached to the inviolability

of their places of fcpulture.

, Laftly comes the royal chamber, contain-
ing the farcophagus, (Sec Plate VIIL.) a
narrow fan&tuary, which is the fole end and

——

ob'gﬁ
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objed of an cdifice fo ftupendous, {o coloflal,
1n comparifon of all the other works of man.

In refleting on the_gbjeét of the con-
fruttion of the pyramids, the gigantic pride
which gave them birth appears more enor-
mous cven than their a&tual dimenfions;
and oric hardly knows which 1s the moft

aftonifhing, the madnefs of tyrannical op-

preflion, which dared to order the undertak-

ing, or the ftupid fervility of obedicnce in

the people who fubmitted to the labour.
p—— L Y

In fhort, the moft favourable view, for the

honour of human nature, in which thefe

monuments cai. be conﬁdcred is, that man

was thcrcby ambntxous of nval]mg nature in

xmmcnﬁty and ctermty, and not thhout

fuccefs, fince the mountains cont:guous to
o

thefe edifices are lcfs hwh, and ihll lefs ex-

AR - ~
cmpted from.the ravagcs of time than this

work of human hands.
We
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We had only two hours to devote to the
pyramids, and I had.;:mploycd an hour and
a half in vifiting the interior of the only one
which was open: I had firetched all my
attcntlon to retain what I had feen; I had
‘taken drawings and meafurements as well as
I was able with a ﬁng]e foot ruler; 1in fhort,
I had filled my head, and I hoped to bring
away many obfcrva_t:)-ns worthy of remark ;
but on recalling them to memory the next.
morning, I found I had a volume of queries
i’cﬂwkc. I returned from my journey

harafled and agitatcd, and found my curiofity
more ftimulated than fatisfied by my vifit to

the pyramids.

I had only time to'view the fphipx, which
deferves to be drawn with a more fcrupulous
attention than has cver yet been beftowed
upon it. Though its proportions are coloffal,
the outline is purc and graceful ; the expref-

fion
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fion of the head is mild, gracious, and tfan-

quil; thc character is African; but the
r::;uth, the lips of which are thick, has a

foftnefs and delicacy of . execution truly ad-
mirable ; it feems real life and feth. Art
muft have been at a high_p itch when this

monument was executed; for, if the head
wants what 1s called M—tha.t.isiqjax,thc
ftraight and bold lines which give éxpreflion
to the figures under which the Greeks have
defignated theig deities, yet fufficient juftice
has been rendered to the fine fimpligity and
charaéter of nature which is difplayed in this

figure. (See Plate IX.) e
I had juft fnatched a glance of the tombs,
of fr})a}wys, decorated with bass-reliefs
and ftatucs, of niches in the rock, whjchv
might have broken the maflivenefs of the
pyramids, and given them elégance; but fo
many objeéts worthy of inveftigation re-
mained,
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mained, that it would have required many
fuch vifits as the prefent to have undertaken
even a fketch of them, much morg gg have
endeavoured to remove the erious cloud
s e i e,
which for ages has hung over thefe fymboli-
cal monuments. Almof}_ghe fame uncer-
tainty exifts as to the_time in which they

were firlt violated, as even that of their con-
firu&ion; the latter, which is loft in the
——

night of ages, gives an impgenfe period to

the annals of art; and in this view we can-
L

not too much admire the accuracy of the

——

pyramidal ftru@ture, the permanency fecurcd
by their form and conftruction, and by fp_gﬂh
immenfe proportions, that thefe gigantic
monuments m:y be confidered as the laft
link in the chain of the coloffi of art and
nature. -

stprc]ates, that he was informed
that the great pyramid, of which Lhave juft

2, _ been
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been fpeaking, was the togpb of Cheops ;
that -the adjoining pyramid was that of his
brother Ccephrenes, who fucceeded him;
tha_’c 0 ‘1_1] the former had any inne r galleries;
that a hundred thoufand men had been em-

ployed tw cntz years in bulldmg that the

immenfe labour which it required had ren-
L

dered this prince odious to his E_g_oplc; and

that, notwithftanding the taxes which were
levied on_his fybjects, the expence for the

fubfiftence of the workmen alone was fo

enormous, that the [;riﬁncc was obliged to

proftitute his daughter to figifh this monu-

ment; and tha* the receipts of this proftitu-

tion werc {o great as to cnable the princefs,
befides, to build the fmall pyramid adjoin-
ing, which ferved for her own tomb. We
may add, that C_llt_:&s, havin&_ﬂ;qt up the
temples during his reign, found_aftgr his
death ne panegyrift among the pricfts, who

. WCre
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were th; hiftorians of ngpt, and who re=
lated many idle fables to Herodotus, the firft
hiftorian who has given us any light on this
country.

I had refided ncarly a month at g_i_i};o,
and I ftill had to feeck for ¢ the fuperb
‘¢ town, the holy city, the delight of the
“ imagination, greateft among the great,
“ whofc fplcndour and opulence made the
« prophet fmile,” for thus the eaftern people
defcribe it. I did indeced fee a numerous po-
pulation, and a vaft extent of buildings, but
not a {ingle handfome ftreet, nor one fine
monument. The only large place was Lel-
bequicr, the refidence of Bonaparte ; and
this too has the air of a ficld, but during the
inundation it pleafes by its agrecable coolnefs,
and by the night cxcurfions which are there
made in boats that have a firiking effect.
(Sce Plate XXXIX.) The pglages of this

Vor. I. S town
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town are all furrognded by walls, which ren-
der the ftreets gloomy, initcad of enlivening
them; and the habitations ot_'_ _Aghc poor,
which are fhll mcre neglected here than in
other parts of the country,' add to the affli&t-
ing view of extreme poverty, though the

climate allows of much careleflnefs in the
article of fhelter, fo that one is tempted to
afk where were the houfes inhabited by
twenty-four fovereigns. However, within
thefe fortified palaces, fome convenience and
luxury 18 to be found; they are adorned
with handfome marble baths, and voluptu-
ous vapour-ftoves, with mofaic faloons, in
the middle of which are bafons and _foun-
tains of water, large divans compofed of
tufted carpets, raifed beds covered with rich
ftuffs, and furrounded with magnificent
cufhions, which generally fill three fides of
cach roowaw— The windows, however, when

7 «  there
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there are any, never open, and the day-light
which they admit is darkened by coloured
glafes, and very clofe lattice-work, for the
light principally comes in through a dome
in the center of the ceiling.  The Muflul-
mans, who make but little ufe ot t_l_l_c hght,
take very little pains to procure it in their
houfcs, and in general all their cuftoms fecm

ity
to invite to repofe; their divans, where the
cm—

recumbent pofture is more eafy than to fit
up, and from which it rcqunrcs a ﬁuous

c*ﬁ)rt, to a Turk, to rife ; their drefs, Vvthh

[

15 a kind of clofe Bcttlcoat that confines the
legs; their large gloves, which {tretch nearly
eight inches over the fingers’ cnds; their
turban, which prevents the head from ftoop-

ing; their cuftom of always holding a pipe

A e e -

in their hands, and mtoxacatmg thcmfelves

S e

with its fmoke;—all thefe circumftances

ey

confpire to deftroy activity and imagination,

-

. Sz fo
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fo that they mcditate without an objed,

pafs cvery day in the fame taftelefs manner,

and cven their whole cxiftence without feek-
ing for any new objeét to relieve its dull
monotony. Even that clafs of focicty who
are obliged to work for their livelihood, are
not much ditferent from the higher orders
that I have juft decfcribed; they have been

long taught to expect no other reward from

induftry than a barc_fubfiftence, and thus
they have no motive to depart from their or-
dinary routine, and to excrcifc their inven-
tion. They.even diflike pargicularly cvery

occupation wh'zh kecps them ftanding;

the joiner, black{mith, carpenter, farricr, all
work fitting, even the mafon raifes a minaret
without ftanding to his work: like favage
nations, they do every thing almoft with a
fingle tool, fo that onc is furprifed at the
dexterity with which they manage it, and

+ thould



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 277

fhould almoft be tempted to allow them in-
ventive ingenuity, if their invariable method
of proceeding did not rather lead onc to at-
tribute it almott to a kind_of inftin&t; like
the infe& whofe workmanfhip we admire,
whilft we know that it has not the power of
applying the fame fkill to different purpofes.
It 1s, howevcr,‘ toa dcf'potifm\ which always
commands, and never rewards, that we muft

look for the fource and pecrmancent caufe of
this ftagnation of imduftry. 1 have fince
feen, in Upper Egypt, Arabian artifans,
when not under the reftraint of their maf-
ters, coming to offer their fervices to the
workmen among our foldicrs, affifting them
in their opcrations, and, furc_of wages ade-
quate to their induftry, endeavouring affi-
duoufly to give us fatisfaction by patient and
achive fervices. [ have alfo obferved them
cxamine with delight the play of the wind-
' S 3 mill,



278 TRAVELS IN EGYDP1,

mill, and watch with tranfport the ftroke
of the pile-driver : perhaps, indeed, their in-
nate indolence is a fecret caufc of their great
admiration of thefe two machines, which
affift fo much in performing the great ob-
jects of their moft neceffary labour, that of
raifing water and building dykes to keep it
n. —

The inhahitangs of this country build as
little as poflible, and repair {hill lefs. It a
wall threatens to come down, they prop i1t
up; 1f notwithftanding it falls in, 1t only
makes the fewer rooms in the houfe, and
they quictly range their carpets by the fide
of the ruins; if at laft the houfe falls altoge-
ther, they either abandon the fpot, or if they
are obliged to clear it out, they carry away
the rubbifh to as little a diftance as poffible,
which is the caufe that in almoft every town
of Egypt, and efpecially in Cairo, the eye of

' the
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the traveller is conftantly arrefted by heaps
or rather mountains of rubbifh fcattered
about, the cgufe of which he 15 at a Jofs to
difcover. "
There arec fome confiderable edifices at
Cairo, which T think fhould be attributed to
the times of the caliphs; fuch as the palace
of Jofcph the wcll of Jo{cyh, the granaries

uuuuu

by various travellers, and by fomc thc popu-
lar tradition has been retained of thefe mo-
numecnts owing their- origin to the R{l}dfnt
forefight of Jofeph, the flave of Potiphar.
Woere this the cafe, Cliro thould bc:jg__a_ﬂci-
ent as Mcmphis, and the remains of other
towns fhould be found near this city, fincg
thefe palaces are all built of ruins more an-
cient than the edifices themfelves. Befides,
thefe {tru&ures all bear the general marks
of the muffulman archite&ure of thefe re-

’ S a gions;
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gions; that is to fay, thcy prefent an af-
femblage of magnificence, mufery, and ig-
norance, as thefe half-barbarians have taken
for the conftruction of their vaft buildings
the materials which were the neareft to their
reach, and ufed them as they came to their
hands. .

The aquedu@ which brings water from
old Cairo to the caftle, by a route of a hun-

dred and fixty fathoms, would be a work
of art worth celebrating, if in its courfe it
was not rendered faulty by many imperfec-
tions.

The caftlg which is built without plan,
or any real ftrength or defence, has, how-
ever, fome parts which are well laid out.
The bafhaw here refided, or rather was thut
up; the only remarkable room in his quarter
is the hall of the divan, in which the beys
affembled, and which has often becn ‘the

fccne
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fcene of angry debates and bloody ftrife in
this contentious government. Jofceh's well,
which is in this quarter, is cut in the rock,

e — ety

two hundred and ﬁxty-ninc feet 'in dg:Bth :

Norden has' given a full defcription of it.
Jofeph’s palace, which I have juft mcn-
tioned, 1s certainly planned in a fine ftyle,
and I could not fce without fome admiration
the ufe which the Arabian architeés have
made of the antique fragments, which they
have jncorporated in their own works, and
tae ingenuity which they have thewndn oc-
cafionally mixing with them ornaments of
their own invention.

At prefent, as the Turks no longer find
ready to their hands the columns of ancient
Egyptian architecture, and yet continue to
build mofques without clearing away thofe
which fall to ruins, they commiffion the
Franks to fend them columns by the dozen.

' : Thefe
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Thefe purchafe them of every fize at Ca~
rara ; and when the c(olumns arrive at
Egy Sypts the muffulman archite@s furround
the aftragals with rings of iron, and employ
them to fu?ﬁgfg the é;cﬁcs—omﬁ?porticocs
of their mofques. The pillars are in a very
miierable ftyle of Greek archite@ure ; and
the Saracen ornaments, which begin imme-
diately bevond the columns, contribute to
form a mixture of compofition in as bad a
tafte as can be imagined. The minarets and
the tgmbs are the only buildings which pre-
ferve the Arabian ftyle in any degree of pu-
rity ; and if they do not prefent that ap-
pearance of full fccurity, which is the per-
feGion of architeture, at leaft they gratify
the eye by a richnefs of ornament, whldl
docs not degenerate into heavinefs, and a
fymmetry of parts combined with fo much

elegance, as to remove all idea of meannefs
*  and
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and poverty of ftyle. The cemetery of the
Mameclukes is an example of this: in quit-
ting the rubbith of Cairo, the ftranger is
aftonithed to fee another town all built of
white marble, where edifices raifed on co-
lumns, and terminated by domes, or by
painted, carved, and gilt palanquins, form a
cheertul and 1nviting picture; trees alone
arc wanting to render this funereal retreat a
delightful fpot; fo that it would feem as if
the Tarks, who banith gaiety from their
houfcs when alive, withed to bury it with
them in the tomb.

I was finithing my drawing of this fanc-
tuary of death, fo abfurdly gay, when I heard
loud crics, which T at firt took to be fome
as is the cuftom herc; but on turning my

eyes, I faw a number of women running

funcral, attended by hired female mourners,
——— —— .

away, and making a fign for me to follow
' them.
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them. The idca of the fcourge of the coun-
try at firft rafhed into my mind, but fceing
the ground clear for a confiderable diftance,
and no Arabs colle¢ting, I refumed my draw-
ing. Dire@ly after, however, I faw fcveral
men alfo flying off, and, being at a confider-
able diftance from our own pofts, I thought
it moft prudent to return. I found fome
agitation in the ftrects, and furprize in the
looks of the inhabitants. When arrived at
my houfe, I learnt that there had been an
affray in the town, and that the governor
had been affaffinated. The noife of firing was
heard, and we gere alarmed for the houfe
of the Inflitute, which was fituated in the
midft of gardens looking towards the coun-

try, and enjoyed in times of peace a dclight;

- e - e

ful tranquillity, but for the fame reafon was
the firft quarter of the fuburbs to be abans

doned in any ferious difturbance, or if at-
« tacked
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tacked by the Arabs: towards the town it
only looked upon the part inhabitcd by the
pooreft clafs, and confequently the moft to
be feared. VVcI learned that the _1_1_(_)2(8 of
Gencral Caffarelli had juft been pillaged, and
that many perfons in it belonging to the
commifiion of arts had fallen vi&ims to_the
fury of the populace. We immediately made
a mufter of our own party, and we found
four abfent, whe, as we learned an hour after
from our people, had been maflacred. We
had no intelligence of Bonapartc; night
was coming on, firing was heard in different
places, and crics every where; in fhort we
tcared a gencral infurrcction.

General st, in rcturning from his
purfuit of the Arabs, had made a great car-
nage of the rebels in entering the town, and

had cut_oil thc head of a feditious_chief

Ty ar o~ "

whi_l{l he was haranguing the people; but'a
) full
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full balf of the town, and that the moft po-
pulous, was barricaded up ; more than four
thoufand inhabitants were entrenched in a
mofque ; two companies of grenadicrs had
been repulfed, and the cannon had not been
able to penetrate into thofe narrow and
crooked fireets, whillt the enemy, unfeen

and protected in their houfes, were able to

e e n e

throw ftones and lances on our party with
fafety and cfiect. The general had fent for
our protection a detachment, which, how-
ever, he was obliged to withdraw about mid-
night, and this for a time aggravated the
danger to whicl the Inftitutc was cxpofed.
The night, however, paffed quictly enough,
for the Turks do not like to fight after dark,
and make a point of confcience not to kill
their enemies when the fun is gone down:

and, on the other hand, I, who have always

thought that ' perilous fituations, prudence,
" when
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when it can do nothing, becomes a painful

trouble, lay down to reft, trufting to the ter-
S— .

ror of others to awake me in cafe of alarm.
Early the ncxt morning the war re-com-

menced : muikets were fent us; all the

members of the Inftitute took up arms, and

chofe them leaders; but cvery one had his

own plan of operations, and no one Would

olﬂ. Dolomieu, Cordier, chlﬂc, Saint-

Simon, and myiclf, lodged at a diftance from

the others ; our houfe might have been pil-
laged by any onc who would take the trou-
ble ; but as fixty men had been fent to the
affiftance of our comrades, we becamc eafy
on their account, and fet about entrenching
ourfelves in the bLeft manncr we could, fo
as to hold out at leaft four hours, if attacked
by only a moderate force, that we might

have time to procure rchict by the alarm of

our firing.
At
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_ At one time we thought we were actually
invefted ; for we faw the peaceable inhabi-
tants fly, and we hcard the noife of :;;13
reach up to our walls, and the bullets whittle
on our terraces. We immediately pulled
them to pieccs, to gi}_’c us materials for
knocking down and cruthing any enemy
who m‘i:_}ls attempt to force our gates; and

- -

at an extrcmity we could even ufe as a wea-

Rl ERNEPI .

pon of offence the ladder whlch fervecﬁo‘

mounting to our chambcr. In the midft of

our danger, however, the heavy artillery of
the caftle made the diverfion in our favour,
which I fo anxioufly expected ; it produced
all the efte@ which I looked for, and confter-
nation fucceeded to rage. The artillery,
howcver, corld not reach the mofque, which
was now the only rallying point of our ene-
mics, all the reft having furrendered at dif-

crétion : but the mofque itfclf was foon
2 . turncd,
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turned, and a battery taught the enemy that
our warfare did not ftop with the day; asa
latt effort, they now pulled down their bar-
ricades and made a {fortie, but being re-
pulfed, they furrendered.  The reft of the
night paflfed quictly, and the next day we
were at lLiberty.

We had in falt now, for the firft time,
conquercd Cairo, tor before it had only fur-
rendered to the conqueror of the Mame-
lukes: the timid and indolent Ejgzﬁgi_a.ns had
fmiled with_fatisfaction at the expulfion of
their oppreflors,who had harafled them with
numberlefs vexations and acts of injuftice;
but when they were called on to pay their
dcliwlef_e_r‘.s, they foon began to rggg__t__ct_}_xgirl
formgr_gyrants : and, on_ rq_goy"‘g_ri'gg from
t';lcir firft panic, they had hftened to_their
m\_xﬁi, who found means to animate them
againft us with a fanatic enthufiafm, and

Vor. L T they
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they had confpired in filence. For our own
fecurity we ought, perhaps, to have fpared
nonc who had feen French foldiers retire dif-
comfited; but our clemency anticipated their
repentance: and thus the defire of revenge
in our enemies was not extinguifhed by their
confternation, which I could read the next
day in the attitude and countcnance of the
malccontents ; and T was convinced, that if,
before the day of this cngagement, we had
been ¢ncompafled by a circle of Arabs, we
were now confined within narrower limits,
and fhould always be obliged to march
through domeftic focs.

. Some traitors were indeed arrefted and
punifhed, but the mofques which had been
the afylum of crimes werc reftorgd, and the
pride of the offenders was heightened by the
a& of condefcenfion, whilft thciz_t_'g_r_l_a_tjggifm
was not fubducd by_their terror. Whatever

xcprefen-
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reprefentation could be made to Bonaparte
of the danger of fuch a linc of condué with
the rebels, nothin& could fhake the fenti-
ments of humamt} w_thI‘ hc dlfplayed in
this event ; he withed to thew as much clg-
mency as he could excite terror, and the patt
was forgotten, whilft we had to lament many
and fcrious lofles.

General D_gp_pis ,an excellent captain, who
for two years had braved the dangers that
befet the path of glory in the brilliant cam-
paigns of Italy, wag affaflinated at this time,
whilft rcconnoitering, by a cowardly blow.
A knife faftened to the end of a ftick was
thrown from a wmdow, cut the artery of his

arm, and he expired ina few moments : the
yount;z-x‘r-l‘;iﬂi)rawc Sulcowfky, who was hardly
tecovered from the wounds he received in
the romantic battle of Salager, went to re-
connoitre the enemy, whom he difcovcr.cd,

T 2 attacked,
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attacked, defeated, and purfued, in fpite of &
great difproportion of numbers, but unfortu-
nately falling into an agpbufcage, his horfe
was pic.rccd with a lance, fell upon him, and
in this fitnation he was cruthed by one who
was haftening to his affiftance. Thus pe-
rithed a moft diftinguithed officer in the
army, an acute obferver on the march, an
intrepid warrior in the buttle; his pen re-
lieved his hand from the fatigues of thefword;
hc had juft defcribed the march to Belbeys
with as much grace and_intereft as another
would have related the glorious fhare which
he had in that expedition, and the honour-
able wounds which he received : this much-
lamented young foreigner, ambitious of glory,
fought it in our battalions ; fupprefling the
vivacity of his charaéter, hc mbdeded his
adtions from thofe of the-leader whom he
haq chofen to follow: and thus jealous of

ditinguith-
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diftinguithing himfelf, he had fet before his
cyes thc meafure of his emulation. I had
been entrufted with all the paffions of his
youth, I continucd to admire his noble am-
bition, for it was by ftudy and real merit
that he wifhed to rife. He had juilt been
interefting me by his energy and the free
confidence of friendfhip, when the news of
his dcath came to diftrefs and agitate my
mind ; he was one of thc moft amiable of
the officers of the army, and his death caft
a melancholy cloud on the viCory of the
twenty-third of Oc&tober.

Though the populace, the dw, and
fome of the great people of Cairo, thewed

themfelves fanatical and crugl in this revolt,
she middlc glafs, (which is in all countries
the moft acceflible to reafon and virtue) was

perfeély humane and gengrous to us, not-

withftanding the wide differences of man-

' T 3 ) ners,
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ness, religion, and langunge: whilft from the
galleries of the minarets murder was de-
voutly preached up, whilft the ftreets ‘were
filled with death and carnage, all thofe in
whofe houfes any Frenchmen were lodged,
were eager to fave them by conccalment,
and to fupply and anticipate all their wants:
an clderly woman in the .quarter in which
we lodged gave us to underftand, that as our

wall was but weak, if we were attacked, we

had only to throw it down, and to feck for
fhelter in her harem ; a neighbour, without

being afked, fent us provifion at the expence

of his own ftore, when no food was to be
. - -
purchafed in the town, and every thing an-
nounced approaching famine; he even re-
moved_every thing from befoug gy houfe
which could rendeg it_confpicuous to the
enemy, and wegt to {moke at_our door, as if
it was his own, in order to deceive any that

might
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might attack us: two young perfons who
werc purfued 1 the ftrects were fnatched
up by fome unknown people and carried into
a houfe, and whilft they \Ec furioufly ftrug-
gling i(:f dcliverance, cxpecting that they
wcrc._dcﬁincd for fome horrible cruf.l.“t):, the
kind ravifhers, not being able otherwife to
convince them of the hofpitable benevolence

of their intentions, delivered up to them

thcu' own children as pledges of their fin-

—

ccnty. fog othcr fuch anecdotes could

be given of delicate fcnﬁblluy which recall

the feclings of human nature in the times in

which they feem to be entirely abandoned.
If the gravc Muffulman reprefies thofe tokens
of fenfibility which other nations would take
g pride in exhibiting, itis in order to preferve

the dignificd aufterity of his charater.

T - CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IX.

Mummies of the 1bis in the Vaults of Saccara,
and Confectures concerning that Bird—Cu-
rious juggling Tricks of the Pfylli with

" Serpents—Great  Utility of the 4§ in
Egypt—Caravan from Mount Sinai—Py-
ramids on the Plain of Saccarah, and near
Memphis—Various Lgyptian Villages and
Manners of the Fakabitants— Tents of Be-
douin Arabs—SuperfBitious Ceregapies, €.
of the Natives—March of Defaix's Army to
Upper Egypt in_Purfiit of Muyrad- Bey—
Various fevere Encounters with the Mame-
buke Army—Defperate Battle of Sedinan,
and Flight of the Mamelukes.

O return te objeds of curiofity,—The
vaults of Sggeara had juft been open-

ed, and more than five hundred mummies
- e

. of
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of the Jbis had been found in a fepulchral
cave. - Two had beeg given me, and I could
%eﬁﬁ the defire of gpening one of them,
fo citizen Geoffroi and myfelf fat down
alope.at. a. table, with all fhe peceflary means
of refcarch before us, and myfelf, with my
pencil in my hand.

- There 1s a confiderable variety in the de-
gree of care ‘beftowed in embalmipe thefe
birds, fo that in fact nothing but the carthen
Rot in which the whole is contained is com-
mon to all. This difference and pains be-
ftowed on mummies taken from the fame
cave, proves that the price of the work va-
ried confiderably for thefe birds agagall as
for men, and confequently that jfyvas done
at,the egpence of, individyals; and alfo it
may.be prefumed, that the embalmed birds

had not all been fed in tpgxplcgs, or colleges

of pricfts, in reward of fervices rendered by

the whole fpccies.

2 Ir
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If the fame had becn the cafe with thefe

;
birds as with the god Apis, a fingle individual
would have fufliced, and thefe pots would

’...,.m -

not be found by thoufands. We may then
fuppofe that thg ibis, as 1t defiroys all rep-

tllcsz was in great veneration 1n a country
in which thefe noxious animals abound at a
certatn time of the year; and, like the ftork
in Holland, this bird growing tame from
avtempuieshiltiionng,
the good reception which it met with every
where, each houfe had its own winged 1n-
mates of this fpecies, to which, after their
death, the honours of fepulture were given
accordmg to tbc mcans of thc inhabitants.
Ws rclatcs, that he was informed that
in the ca;.llncﬂ: times of the records of thc

R

country, the ibis aboundcd cvery where, but
that in proportion as the marthes of ngu-
Lgnyzcrc,dramcd, the birds retired to the
lower province in quett of their food; which

agrees well enough with the repost of mo-

dern
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dern travellers, that they are ftill feen occa-
fionally in the lake Mcnzaleh. If the num-
R — ..

ber had fo much diminifthed even in the time
of Herodotus, 1t 1s not furprlzms that its
cexiftence at prefent has been confidered as.
almoft problematical.

Herodotus relates, that the priefts of He-

P s s

lioEolis informed him, that on the retreat of
the waters of the Nile, clouds of winged
ferpents arrived by the vallies which feparate
Egypt ‘from Arabia, and that the ibis went
out to mect and feed on them ; and he adds,

AR

that he had never feen thefe winged fcrEcnts;

but that he had gone into the vallies, and

had fccn their {keletons in mnumg. able
quzmtxt).t I think (with fubmyffion to the
patriarch of hiftory) that it was not neceflary
to create this fable of dragons from Arabia,

in order to render the ibis a valuable animal
to K, gypf which produces of itfelf fo many

noxious
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noxious reptiles ; but the refpe@able Heros
dotus was a Greek, and fond of the mar-
vellous.

The ferpent, though not_winged, is il
the object of fome forcery in Egypt. I was

- "— . .
with the commander in chicf one day, when

the P{ylli were introduced, and we put many
quettions to them rclative to the yffery of
their fet, and the fuppofed command over

ferpents which they appear to poflefs. They

anfwered our qucftions with more aflurancc
& - comcuy

than intelligence, but we put them to the
proof: ¢ Can you tell ys”_faid the general,

* whether the:: are any ferpents in the pa-

—

“ lace, and 1f there are, can you oblige them
“ to comgforth from their retreats?” They
anfwered both quecftions in the affirmative ;
and we put_them t_o*t_l_x_gJ)rOOf : on which
they fearched all the rooms, and prefently
dfter they declared that there was a fnake

mn
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mthe houfe ; they then renewed their fearch
to difcover where he was hid, made fome
convulfions in paffing before a jar placed in
a corner of one of the rooms, and declared
that the animal was there; where indeed
we a&iall_y‘mfgypuqunc. This was a true
Comus’s trick; we looked at each other,
and acknowledged that they were very
adroit.

Being always curious to obferve the means

by which _men command the opinions of

otm, I regretted that I was not at Rofetta
at ‘Ehc proceflion of the teaft of Ibrahim, in
which the convulqons of the P{ylli form the
moft entertaining part, to the populacc,_‘of
this religiqus ceremony.  To make up for
my lofs, I addrefled myfelf to the chief of
tl;:. fe@, who was keeper of Ell& okel or tavern
of the Franks: Ifattered him; and he pro-
mifed to make me a fpectator of the exalt-

ation
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ation of onc_ of the f{}_’!li, as foon as he
thould have blown ints_his Jpirit, as he cx-
prefled it.  From my curiofity he thought I
bid fair to be a profclyte, and he propofed
to inittate me, which L accepted ; but when
I lcarned that in the ceremony of initiation

the grand-mafter fpits in the mouth of the

ncophytc, this circumftance cooled my ar-
dour, and I found that I could not prevail
on myfclf to go through this trial; fo I gave

my money to thc high-pricft, and he pro-

mifed to let me fec one of the infpired
They had brought with them their_fer-
pents, whigh they let logfe from a large lea-
ther fack in which they were kept, and made
them ercct their bodies and hifs, by irritat-
ing them. T remarked that it was the light
g. . . . ‘
which prmcxgal]y caufed_their anger, for as
foon as they werc rcturncd into the fack

their paffion ccafed, and they no longer en-
deavoured
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deavoured to bite. It was alfo curious to.
obferve, that, when angry, the neck tjor {1x .

inches below the head was dilated to the fize’

e e e A s e e e e s

of one’s hand. 1 foon faw that cven I could

- -

manage the ferpents perfectly well without
tear of their fangs; for having well remarked
that the Pfvlli, while they were threatening

the animal with one hand, fcized it on the

back of the head with the other: I did the

fame with onc of the ferpents with equal

SRR s -

fuccefs, though much to the i_rgl_i@gj:i‘on of
t‘h.é_mrws thcm_f_'c_lvc_s.._ After ths, they
procecded. to the grand myftery: onc of the
performers took a fnake, which he had pre-
vioufly difabled by breaking the under jaw,
and by rL‘Jbing away the gums till the whole
of the palate was deftroyed; he then grafped
it with the appcarance of paffion, and ap-
proached the _c_llif:f, who with great grayjty
gave him_the /pirit, that is to fay, after ut-

tering
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tcring fome myfterious words, blew into his

————

mouth; and, at the inftant, the other was
b

feized with a facred convulfion, his arms and

Iegs diftorted, his eyes feeming to ftart from

his head, and hc began to tcar the animal

with his tceth; whilft the two attendants,
appearing to commiferate his fufférings, rc-
ftraiged his ftruggles with difficulty, and

fnatched from his hand the ferpent, which

he was unwilling to let go.  As foon as the
{nakc was removed, he remained as if ftupid;
but thc chief approached him, muttcred

. ¥ .
fome words to him, rctook from him the
N
i el

tpuirit by afgiraﬁ’on, and he rcturncd to his

natural ftatc. Now, howcver, he that had

feized the fhake beginning to be formented

with the fame ardour to confummate the
[ .

myftery, came up to thg gbicf to demand the

fRuit; and as he was ftronger and more

a&ive than the firft, his crics and convul-

fions
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fions were ftill moye violent and ridiculous:

[ had_now feen enough of the initiation,

and thus ended this grofs juggling, =
In thefe countries the GGl boafts 4

very hlEtx_chm it viasepacticularly prevas

lent at Cwa and the god Knuahis, ot
the architc& of the univerfe, according to

Strabo dand Eufebius, was adored at Ele-
i amu—,
phantigs gndsithefauc ofg rpeot.
From the time of the ferpent 3‘ Eicn to
that of Acbm’in‘ mentioned by Savaty, this
reptile has epioyed uninterrupted celebrity .
after having tepted our firft mother, the
apple, was taken away from Jgm.;..when

making a circle with his tail_in his mouth,

hc has bec!>mc the fymbol of eternity ; when
M
codled mund a ftaff, he is the god of health ;
the Egyptians, by twining two of them round
a globe, have rcprefented, perhaps, the Gﬂm—
librium of the fyftem of the world; the Ins
Vor. I? U dians
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dians put him_in the hands of all their divi-

nities ; we have made him the reprefentative
—— % v

of juftice and prudence ; the Jews have had
their braﬁn acrgcnt ; the Greeks that of

Elermis and Ehc Ex&on; and in later times,
rose—

the Muflulmans have their hﬁmli, the de-

AR . .
flowerer ; and yet fo many illuftrations have

changed nothing of the nature of this wife

animal ; Ec continues to CQULE obfcuritx, and

avoid the light, and never raifes his head to
R . .

more than half his height. thr then all
this celebrity, and this religious obfervance
unanimoufly beftowed on this reptile ?

The cmls d . all the office of carts at

.

Cairo; they bring thithcr all the provifions,

end carry away the i the ﬁlth the fa Moifcs
and 2{23' are chiefly devoted to tranfporting
I)aﬁchMOm place to place, and they are
feen in every ftrect faddled, bridled, and al-
‘ways ready to ftart, The 263, which in Eu-

rope
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rope and the northern countries is heavy and

dull, appears quite in its natural climate in

Egypt; and it here enjoys all its powers in
full perfection ; it is hcalthx, active, and
chccrfuli the_mildeft and fafeft animal to

mount that one can poffibly have ; his na-
tural pace is an amble or a gallop, and with-
out fatiguing his rider, he carries him ra-
vidly over the large plains which lie between
different parts of this ftraggling city. This
mode of conveyance was fo agreeable to me,
that I fpent almoft the whole day on the
back of afles; I became known to all the
people who let them out for hirg, and thefe
were {0 ufd to my habits, as to Eﬁg for me

o port-folio and cl;xa@rz and ferved
alk the day as my valets; and by double

my draw

wages I could get them to attend me mount-
ed as I was, and thus I pafled from place to

place as rapidly as on the beft horfes, and
U2 could
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could continue my employments a much
longer time.
In this manner, during one of my tours,
I took a drawing of thc eanal which brings
& <o i : .
water to the Nile durms the time of the
inundation. (See Plate. XI. Fig. 2.)
Being commiffioned by the Inflitute to
W .
give a report of the different columns in the
. w - -
vicinity of Cairo, I madc feveral drawings of
thofe objeéts that I judged the moft worthy
of note. The following are heie given.
A view of @QId Cairo. (PlateXI. Fig. 1.)
A view of the port of Boulac. (Plate XII.
Fig. 1.)
A view of the tombs of the caliphs at the

ca{.fWoguhc; walls. SPlatc XII.
Fig. ﬂu):
I wfclf very ¢gmfortable at Cairo,

* ,‘8'& alfo the Explamatioh' of the Plateggate the

il -

but
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but it was not to loiter here that I had quit-
ted Parts. _An Arabia caravan arrived from
Mount Sinai, bringing chmg@l gum, and
- -
almonds ; it confifted of five hundred men
and feven hundred camcls. It was certainly
e el
an cxpepfive way of tranfporting merchan-
dize which would fell for fo little, b%c
owners were in want of articles whigh ghey
could not procure clfewhere, and they hag
only charcoal to giycin exchange. Some of
their countrymen, a month before, had cn-
dgavoured to learn of the Greeks whether
" I _———
the French, who were now mafters of Lgizg,

e it o

did not dcvgur Agabs ; but as they WIS STy
well treated they now arrived in grgygds.

The comthander in chief withed fome one
to take advantage of their return, to gain in-
formation concerning the rogte of b and
I was tempted to take this antient iogmey of
the Ifrgelites, and offered my fervices to thé

Us gencral,
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general, provided he would enfure my re-
turn. He told me he would keep the cap-
tain of the caravan “’ a hoftage for me, but
{miled at my idea, that T fhould become ac-
quainted in twelvc'dazs with the particulars
of the wonderful part of the Wn of
Mofes, from the time of his depaturc from

is to his arrival at the defezt of Pha-
r.a;i.'n’ ; and, without a refidence of fort_:x jears,
that 1 fhould vifit Moyt Sinai, and crofs a
part of the world, the snnals of which mount
to the higheft antiquity, the ¢ of t
religions, and the native country of ghree
chrs, all defrettded fr% ;hg family of
Abrahgm, who have governed the opinions
of the world.

But as foon as I made the propofals to the
Arab wmm that for. all the gold
in thewe would nét take the charge
ofgge ; that it wonld be, sifking beth my

}ifc,
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life, that of all the monks in Mounteggnai,
and of every individual of his caravan, be-
caufe two_powerful tribes, the Qvatis and
the Ayaidis, had vowed vengeance againft
the Frepch. I was telling this to the com»
mander dn-chief, juft as he was fepding off
a conyoy to Defaix; and as I was fet upon
going to the eaft, I afked of him a paflport
fouthwards, and in a few hours I was aétu-
ally on my journey.

The next morning at day-break wc were
fill a league fhort of Saccarah, as we had
been flack of wind, and had only made four
leauges during the night. I took a view of
the pyramids of this place, as far as I could
diftinguith them, -which at~stis diftance
{cemed to-escupy a fpaee of two leagues,
(See Plate XIII. Fig. 2.3~¥hough fo far. fram
the rivemy-I-eeuld diftinguifh that the near-
eft, which is of middling fige, is-eompofed

a U4 of
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of {ages rifing one above the other; after
this come to view other fmall pyramids al-
moft deftroyed ; half a Ieague further is one
I whofe bafe feems as v:idc 'a-s tiu«;f: of Gizeh,
but of lefs elevation, and but lttle decayed ;
half a league ftill further is the lazgeft of all
th'ofcmgf"Sggg_g_rah, whofe form is irregular,
that is, the line of the tcrmmglc is
flpped like a buttrefs reveifed ; clofc to this
1s a fmaller one; and another ncarer to the
Nile, which 1s abfolutely in ruins, and looks
like a brown grey rock, owing I fuppofc ta
the materials being unburnt brick: and the
fhore of the river probably concealed others
from my view.

This maltitgdg of pyramids fcattered over
the diftri& of | accarah, the y_lgig of the
;ng_:_tks, and the cRuss of the ébis, all prove
that this territory was the Necropolis to the
fouth of Mempbhis, and that the village op-

. pofite
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pofite to this, in which the pyrafnids of
Gizch are fituated, was another Ntgropolis,
(or city gf.the dead) which formed the
northern extremity of Memphis, and by
thefe we may meafure the extent of this an
cient city. .

In the aftcrnoon, oppofite Miffenda, we
faw another very large pyramid, but fo fhat-.
tered, that in any other country but Egypt,
at the great diftance at which it is fcen from
the river, it would be taken for a fmall hill.
A lcaguc farther there is another ftill larger
and morc - fhapelefs. The fmall iflands at
this part of the river we found covered with

ducks, nerons, apd pelicans,

In the cvcnmg we faw the pm__nd of
Mcxdum between the villages of Rigga and
Caﬁ"r-cl Rifk. (See Plate XIII. Fig. 1.)

In th} night we azgiycd at Saoyeh, and
Gchc%alumﬁl gifﬁagingly offered to thare

. his
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his dw‘é.ling with me, which indeed was
fw.mough as our beds filled the w)mlc
room, and we were obliged, ta-tmthcm out
when we wantcd to fct up our tablc, and
again to remove-the table when we had oc-
cafion for our beds. This union proved as
happy as it was clofe, for we did not quit
cach other's focicty during the whole cam-
paign; and I wifh he may have retained as
agrecable a remembrance of me, as the gen-
tlenefs, cquability, and unalterable kindnefs
of his character have left in my own breaft.
The fecond night both our kitchen and our
ftable were overthrrwn ; but, as phlcgmatxc
as Muffulmans, we did not thigk gf.quitting
the plage. and befides, notwithftanding this
accident, our dwelling was the beft gndathe
- moft refpe@able in appearance of the whole

AN, B A eyt e T

village.  In this part of Egypt all tie build-

ings are made of mud and chesped firaw,
1 . dried
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dried in the fun; the ﬁ:ﬂ'@, windgw open-
mas, hearths, utenfils, and_gyen furg;'ﬂe
age all of the fame fimple material ; fo that

if it were poffible that the invatiable grder
of climate which nature has fixed hete
fhould be for a moment changed, and that
unufual winds fhould arreft and diffolve in
rain fome of thofe groups of clouds which
L)
the north wind is perpetually, driving over
theu‘ heads in fummer towards the moun-
tains of Abyffinia, the towns and villages
would be foftened down and liquefied in a
S~ ————
few hours fo completely, that corn might be
[ et IR S S
fown on the fpot where they ftood; but,
thanks to the climate, a houfe built of this
frail material will generally laft_the life of
 the builder, which is amply fufficient for the
n—— o . .

man whofe fon mu, from the fove-
reign ,li\c gr ound fox' which his father has
already paid.

The
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The d&y after oy arrival, *mc_)’!‘pxpx‘}. of

thiﬁﬁ hundrgg men went out to raifc the
, , v ~VAw M. " r ‘.
migi. or land-tax, and a requifition g buffa-

logs and horfes., In this refpe® we followed
"the example - of the Mamelukes, each of

whom, with the fame view, ufed always, in
the prayince allotted to him, to take the fame
militarwg_mcnadc, encamping before the
towns and villages, and living at {rce quarters
till the requifition was complicd with. This
ealls to mind what Iiodorus S}'g}ﬂug fays of
the Emans, that thcz thiq[( themfclves
dupes when they pay what they owe, be-
fore_they are forced (o it by blows. I may
fcm”u{kqsgo, tha‘tn:.v;ritbouWIg pay-
mcr&t,ﬂghaqmﬁ;s no ingeniou%ﬁdmice.wlﬁoh
they omitted in order to_dclay, at lgafd for

fomg hours, thg m urc. ﬂ ﬁhi‘i gzoney.

The progrefs of this colamn gave*me an
progrels of this column g

excellent opportunity of making difcoveries,

L -

and
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and of obferving the peculiaritics }M the in-
terior of the country. The-firft jousney
brought me ncar the pyramid of Meidum,
which I had alrcady feen at a diftance; I was
now no more than halt a league off it, but
was feparated from it by the canal of Jufef,
and another fmaller one, and we were not
provided with a Boat. However, with the
affiftance of an cxcellent glafs, «and as clear
finc weather as poffible, I was able to make
my obiervations upon. it almoft as well as if
I touched it. It 1s built on_a platform made

by one_of the fecondary hills of the Lybian

chain. The forny of the pyramid is fiye large

,‘ e

utncatm;r _i_fggpg Oor . ﬁdf”:G‘ ; the cal gareous

flone of whu_h it is compoled 1s more or lef
trmblc thc bafc and the loweft {hgc are

morc worn than a sz the others, and in
.
the middle of thc fecond ﬁage feveral courfes

have undergone the fame ilgqay. (Sce again

"Plate
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Plate XIJI. Fig. 1.) In paffing from the
village. of Meidum to that of Sapht, I had an
opportunity of obferving three fides of this
pyramid, and it appears_that an opening has
been attempted at the fecond ftage on the
north fide ; the rubbifh, covered with drifted
fand, rifes as high as this opening, and covers
all but the angles of the firft ftage. The ruin
begins at the third ftage, of which about a
third part remains: the entire height of all
that is left of this pyramid appears to be
about two hundred feet.

All the country which we paffed was
abundantly _fcrg'lgl -and fgwvn_with whiat,
fainfail, barley, beans, lentiles, and doyra or
/‘Forﬂ: which is a kind of myjllet; cultivated
almoft univerfally in Upper Egypt. Whilfi
the grain of this plant is ftill milky, the

peafants roaft it like .maiy, they chew the

green ftdlk like c; the leaves
: D
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are food for cattle; and the medull or pith,
when dry, ferves for tinder; the cage fup-
plies the place of wood for_firing and heat-
ing the oyens; figur is made of the grain
itfelf, and cakes of the flour, but none of all
thefe parts are good.

Between Meidum and Sapht I found the
ruins of a mofque, among which were large
columns of cipoline marble: could this be
remains of the antient Nigopolis? How-

ever, I found in the neighbourhood no frag-
ments of wall which could indicate the ex-
iftence of any antiquity.

From Sapht we went to an adjoining
hamlet, which is a kind ‘of mud fortrefs,
This fexydal retreat was formed of an enclo-
fuse crofied by fome firaight firects, and
within was a 1mall caﬁlg, :tl which the

kiachef rcﬁd-d whlch ‘was cmbattled and

contained a covered way full of 100p~hol'cs.
the
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the. kiachef however had cmiggated, and his
fatellitgs, difperfed,_and the inhubitants of
the adjaceny yillages bad taken their revenge
by pillaging his houfes g, .

Our fecond cxpcg.iggg was to Meimund,
a very rich village, with ten thoufund inha-
bitants, Like all the reft, it is furrounded
with dunghills and heaps of rubbith, which
in fuch a flat coyntry as. this form fo many
hills, that gay.be fecn at a confiderable dif-

tance. Every evening each of thefe emi-

nences is feen covered with people, who lie
down upon it, and breathe its noifome
vapours, {moking their pipes,.and obferving
if all is quict in the fields. Thefe heaps of
dung and rubbifh produce many inconveni-
ences, they obfcure the houfes, infet the
air, and fill the _eyes of the people with an
acrid duft mixed with minute ftraws, which
is mf the numerous caufes of the difeafcs

of



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. i 321

of the eyes to which the people of Egypt are
fo much cxpofed. '

From Meimund we procecded to El-
Eaffer, a pretty village i an  excellent
country. The gum-arabic is here collected,
which is procured by ingifion from a kind of

mimofa, called the nilotica, or Egyptian

thorn, which hears very fragrant golden buds.
We here procured fine_horfgs, and an excel-
tent breakfalt. We difcovered from hence
Abufiir, Beniali, Dalla_ﬂc, Bacher, Tabuch,
Buch, Zcitun, and Efchmend-cl-Arab. At

El-Eaffer we mict with a dozen Arabs, en-

camped without the village. I got a view
of the chicf’s tent, compofed of nine picquets
fupporting an indifferent woollen tent-cloth,
under which wereall the articles of his houfe-
?*.old.furniturc‘,, confifting of a mat, and a
carpet of the fame ftuff as the tent, two
facks, one of wheat for the man, and ancther

G

Vor. L. X of
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of barley for his mare, a handemll to grind
corn, a chicken pen, and i1 ijar for his hen:
to lay in, pots, coftec-pots, and caps. The
women werc hideous as well as the children.

From El-Eaffer we went to Benniali:
here they brought us nothing, fo we fent for
the fheiks, and the next day they fent us
" horfes, and the tribute in moncy. I quitted
this ftation without_regret in order to join
Defaix, whom I knew, and loved, and re-

.
folved not to quit, and whofe operations
thercforc would determine the courfc of my
future travels. We left Zaoyeh, and flept
that night at Chendauych, rcturning again
by Mcimund and Benniali. The firft of
our party who got to this village found its
inhabitants all under arms, which caufcd a
mifunderftanding, and a mutual difcl.largc
of mufkets, whereliy feveral of the natives
were killed, but at laft an cxplanation a.r;d

5 . amicable
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amicable arrangement took place. A mo-
ment after we heard a loud outcry, which
we thought preceeded from fomce terrible
cataftrophe, but it was only occafioned by
our_foldicrs cutting down the withered

branches of a decayed trec to make a fire to
AR

boil their foup.

The belief in a qurcmc Being, and the
principle_s;)‘fﬁ reafonable morality, are fuffi-
cient for the wife man ; but the paffions of |
the ignorant vulgar require intermediate di-‘.
vinitics, gro_fé, to fatisty thfir‘ gfofé imagin-
ation, and vicious, in conformity with their
own vicious habits. The rcligion of Maho-
mct, therefore, which is a religion of pre-
c‘c-;ts, does not fatisfy the fantaftic ignorance
of the Axabs; and thus, 1n fpite of their blind
rcfpé& for the koran, and their abfolute de-
votednefs to every thing which comes from
their prophet, notwithftanding the ana-

X 2 themas
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themas pronounced againft every deviation
from the law, they have not been able to
withdraw themfelves from herely, and to
refift the attraction of idolatry. They have
their peculiar faints, to whom they do not
—
indeed affign a feparate place in their para-
difc, where every thing 1s in common, but
to whom they raife tombs, and whofe afhes
.
they_revere; and, from an_unaccountable
ftupidity, thefe faints do not become an ob-
je& of worfhip till after death, and when
alive are the fubje& of mockery and derifion,
The Arabs attribute to the weak in under-

ftanding, when dead, certain powers and in-
fluences: one 1s the father of the light, and
cures complaints in the eyes; another is the
father of gener: tion, and prefides over lying-
in women, &c. &c. The greater number
of thefe faints have pafled their life in re-

peating conftantly the word a//ak, crouched
. befids
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befide the corner of a wall, or in receiving
without thanks what has been neceflary to
their {fubfiftence ; others employ themfelves

n beating their heads with a ftone ; others,
it— e E—

covered with garlands, 1n ﬁngiggjmr_rms;
others, like the oricntal faquirs, in remaining
motiﬁ}_cfs, naked, without ever teftifying
the flightcft cmotion, and waiting for alms,
for which they never afk, or thank the do-
nor. Befides thys kind of id_ol_itg, there
are others, which are akin to magic; for
<xample, there are certain ftones and trees
which conceal a geod or bad genius, and
thus become facred, and cannot be removed
without profanation ; and to thefc, domeftic
fecrets arfd projecis of various kinds arc en-
truffed in confidence, whilft they arc wor-
fhipped w.ifh my{terious fecreey, but revered
in public. ) )
It was the danger from the axes of our

X3 ) foldicrs
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foldiers, incurred by a tree of this kind,
which had made the alarm at Chendauyeh :

I went to fee it, and was ftruck with 1its

great decay ; only one of its branches bore
any leaves, and all the others, which werc
dry and broken off, were fcrupuloufly pre-
ferved in the very fpot beneath the trec
whercon they had fallen. In examining this
tree with attention, I found faftened to it by
nails, locks of hair, teeth, fmall bags of lca-
ther, fmall {tandards, and near thc tombs I
found ﬁng_g__{_'tg_g_ci:{(iup, and a feat in the
form of a faddle, under which was a large

lump. The hair had been depofited there

by women, in order to fix the roving affec-
tion of their hufbands; the teegk belonged
to adults, who confecrated them to implorc
the arrival of their fecond fet, and of all mi-
racles this is one of the commonctt, fincc
"the Arabs have very fine and_good teeth;

. the
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the ﬁozlcs arc votive that the perfon who 1s
going'-td_build a houfe with them may al-
ways inbabit it himfclf; and the faddle-
formed chair is the place in which a perfon
fits when he makes a night vow, after having
lit the lamp beneath.  One of the ﬁ_i_r_l_gg_xls
above mentioned 1s reprefented at Plate
XLV. Fig. 2.

At Chendauyeh we encamped for the
night in a wood of palm_trees, where, for
the firft time, 1 found green turf in Egypt.
We were hardly wrapped 1n our cloaks,
when we heard a firing, on which we ftart-
ed up, and pafled the mght in going the
round of our pofts, but we could difcover
no cnemyy. The next day we arnved at
Benefuef.

Defaixshad been charged with the purfuit
of Murad-Bey, and the conqueft of Upper
Egypt, to which the latter had retired after

' X 4 . the
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the battle of the pyramids. On the famc
day the divifion of Defaix had zonc to take
a pofition beyond Q_zﬁro, and he had only re-
turned thither to concert with the com-
-mander in chief.  FHe fet out again, Au-
guft 26th, with a flotilla to convoy s
march.

Defaix, being informed that a part of the
provifions and ammunition of the Mame-
marched 1n fpite ot the inundation to carry
it off, and the 211t of lLight infantry, after

pafling eight canals, and the lake Bathen,

with the water_vp to their arm-pits, had
reached the convoy at Bencfch, driven off
the Mamclukes who defended it, and got
pofleflion of it.  Murad had fled ta Falum 3
Dcfaix had rejoined his divifion, at Abu-
girgeh, and had marched to Tarut-el-Cherif,
wliere he tock a pofition at the entrance of

the
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the caml_:_]_ 1_1(cf to fecure a communication
with Cairo.  When arrived at Siut, where
the Mameclukes had not dared to wait for
himn, he endeavoured to come up with them
at Beneadi, to which place they had retired
with their women and their baggage. At
iafl, having collected them zall at Falum, he
left Siut to go down to Tarut-¢l-Cherif, and
there had embarked his army, had afcended
with them up the canal of Jufef, in fpite
of the fenous obftacles prefented to him by
the windings of the canal, the attacks of the
Manelukes, and the oppofition of the mha-
pitants, who were aftonithed to find them-
iclves compelled to afiift in operations which
they had,at firft confidered as impracticable.
’Dd.u“, how,-cvcr, arrived at the height of
1\/1;111_&&3,_ »n the frontier of the defert, where
at laft he came up with Murad, and not
being able to makc good his landing in the
' tecth
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teeth of the cnemy, he tacksd about to return
to Minkia. The Mamelukes, encouraged by
this countermarch, thrcaten the barks; the
companics of grenadiers repulfe and difperfe
them ; the landing is effected in good order,
and the troops form themfelves in fquare
battalions, and purfuc their march toward-
the defert, attended by the boats, till they
arrive oppofite to Manfura.

Murad-Bey was now only two leagues oft
us, and whilft we were harafled by his rear-
guard hc gained the heights, where he en-
camped with all the oriental magnificence.
With our glaffes we could diftinguith his
perfon, refplendent with gold and precious
ftones, and furrounded by all the .beys and
kiachefs undcr his command. .«

We immediately march up to him, and
cannonade him with two field-pieces, the

.oﬁly oncs which we could bring with us,
' upon
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upon which this brilliant cavalry, always
uncertam i its operations, halts, falls back,
and allows itfelf to be purfued as far as El-
bciamon.

In our purfuit, however, we had got at
a diftance trom our tlect of boats, and as we
were in want of food, we were obliged to
rcturn to procure bifcuit.  The enemy
thought that we fled, and returned to the

attack, with cries more refembling the howl-

ing of b(,dﬂfb thim_thc fhouts of men ; our
artillery again ch(ck::fmT)de, but
fome of the boldeft camc with their fabres
clofe up to our infantry, and carried off two
men juft under our b'tyoncta. At length
night relicved us trbm thcu obitmatg_gcr-
fcverance.

Having regained our barks, got a fupply
of bifcuit, and taken fome hours reft, we

rcfumed our march.  During this time

Murad-
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Murad-Bey had caufed a frranger to come
into his camp, and to fpread a rcport, that
the Englith had deftroyed all the French in
Alexandria; that the inhabitants of Cairo
had maflacred thofe who had got pofleflion
of that town, and that nonc of their cnemies
remained except the hand{ul which had fled
from them the night before, and were now
on the pomt of heing exterminated.  Murad

then ordered a feaft, in which a mock com-

bat between the Arabs and French was acted;
D e iad oo

and thofc who perfonated the French had

orders to allow themiclves to be overcome :

but the fecaft terminated with real blood-

fhed, as they barbaroufly maflacred the twa

prifoncrs which they had made the two pre~

.
.

ceding days.

Defaix had lcarned that Murad was at Sc-
dinan, burning with impaticnee to give him
battle. He therefore gave orders to advance

2 towards
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towards the Arab chicf.  As foon us we had
quitted the enclofed and cultivated country,
loud crics of ficrce joy were heard ; but the
day being far advanced, the enemy deferred
till the morrow the victory of which they
were fo confident. The night was pafled in
feafting in their camp, and in the dark their

patrolcs came to infult our advanced pofts,

imitating our language. At the firft dawn

of day we formed in a hollow {quare batta-
lion, with two platoons on our flunks. Soon
after we faw Murad-Bey at the head of his
tormidable Mamclukes, and cight or ten
thoufand Arabs advancing to us, covering a
lcague of the plain. A valley feparated the
two armies, which we had to crofs to reach
our encmies. Ve were hardly got to this
un_fa_ygyrab]c pofition, when the encmy fur-
round 'u;s;_f;,z;Lg_Ll _fides, and charge us with an
intrepidity approaching to_fury : our clpfe

files
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files render their numbers ufelefs; our muf+
ketry keep up a fteady fire, and repel their
firft attack ; they halt, fall back, as if retir-
ing from the ficld, and fuddc_nly fall upon one
of our platoons and overwhelm it : all who
arc not killed immcdiately throw themfclves
on the ground, and this movement uncovers
the encmy to our grand fquarc; then we
take advantage of it, and pour in our fire,
which again makes them halt and fall back.
All that remain of the platoon enter the
ranks, and we colleét the wounded. We are
again attacked in mafs, not with the crics of
victory, but of rage; the courage is equal on
both fides, they arc animated by hope, we
by indignation : our mufket-barrels arc cut
with their fabres, their horics fall againft ouz
files, which reccive the thock unfhaken; ‘the
horfes are ftartled at our bayonets ‘and their
riders turn their heads, and back them upon

us
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ns to_open_our ranks by_their kicks: our
people, who knew that their fafcty confifted
in remaining united, prefs on without dif-
order, and attack without breaking their
ranks; carnage is on all fides, but cach party
fight without mixing with the other. At laft

the fruitlefs attempts of the l\‘Iamclukcs urge

them to a madnefs of rage, the) throw at us

—— e

their arms, which othcrwxﬁ could not reach
us; and, as if this were to be their laft battle,
they fhower upon us. tlnu guns, plﬂol\

hatchets, and the 'rround 13 ﬂ:rcwcd with arms

of all kinds. Thofe who are dximounted

drag themfclves under our bayoncts, and cut

S

at our foldiers’ legs with their fabres; the

dying man fummons his laft effort to throttle
his adverfary.  Onc of our men lying on the
ground, was feizing an_cxpiring Mameluke,
and ftrangling him, an officer faid to him,
« How can yo?xjin vour condition, do fuch

€< an
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e e

the man replied, ‘“ you who are unhurt ; but
' I, who have not ldr‘{é t:i;\c, —rr_l_uﬁ have

* fome enjoyment while [ may.';
Th:g;lcmy had now fufpended their at-
tack; they had killed many of our men;
and though they retired, they hi@.ﬁ‘_‘?,t ﬂe_d;
and our pofition was not at all amended.
Direétly after their retreat had left us un-
covered, they opened upon us a battery of
eight guns, which thcy had before mafked,
and which, at every difcharge brought down:
fix or cight of our men. We had now a mo-
ment of confternation and difmay, z;ri:l.thc
number of our wounded every inftant en-
creafed. To found a rctreat would be to re-
vive the courage of the encmy, and to ex-
pofe ourfelves to every kind of calamity ; to
remain where we were would be to encreafe
our difafter fruitlefsly, and to rifk the lives
of
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ef us all ; but in marching we muft abandon
our wounded, and give them up to certain
deftru&®ion—a moft diftrefling circumftance
n all wars, and cfpecially in thie favage con-
teft in which we were now engaged. 'What
order was to be given ? Defaix, in dreadful

perplexity, {ftood awhile motionlefs ; but the

common intereft, and the voice of imperious

neceflit ty, drowncd the cries of the wounded ;

—

the word was given, and we marched on.

We had no chotce between compleat vie-
tory, or entire deftruclion; and this extre-

vty was fo rLnﬁbly {dt by all, that thc wholc

army became, 1n courage and ununu“.ty, as

a ﬁn'rlc ~individual. Our licht artillery, com-
I e ——————
manded by the mmpetucus Tournerie, per-

- .. . .

form prodigies of celerity and addrefs ; and
* . ——a . -

whilft in 1ts hafty courte it is difmounting
the Mamcluke cannon, our grenadiers come
up, the battery is abandoned ; and this army

VOL. L Y of
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of cavalry, ten times our number, immedi-

ately ftand amared check their courfe, fall

back; ga]lop off, and difappear like a vapour,

leaving us without an cnemy.

Never was there a more terrible battle, a
morc f{plendid victory, and a more unex-
pected fuccefs. I ftill think of it as a fright-
ful drcam, which has only left in the mind

a vague impreflion of terror.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER X.

Defaix returns to Cairo for Reinforcements—
Convents near Benefucf— Encroachment of
the Sand of the Defert—Canal Jufef and
other Works——Conjeélures on  the Lake
Maris-——Fertility of the Province of Fai-
um—Pyramid of Bilahun—Return of De-
Jaix, and March—Arab  Thicf— Benefeck,
and other Villages—Grand Portico of Her-
mopolis—Vermin in Egyptian Houfes—
Town of Bencadi, und Charailer of the,
Inhabitants.

_THE. real advantage which we obtained
at the battle of Sedinan, was to detach

the Arabs from the Mamcluke party, and
wc may alfo add, the fear with which our
Y2 mode
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mode of fighting infpired thefe latter. Not-
withftanding thc difproportion ~f number,
the unfavourable pofition in which we were
placed, and the circumftances in their fu-
vour, which muft have made them reckon
on our total deftru&ion, the refult of the
battle put an end to their flattering illufions.
Murad-Bey now changed his plan,.and giv-
ing up all hopes of breaking the ranks of
our irfantry, or of refifting its attacks in the
open field, he took from us the opportunity
of putting an end to the campaign by de-
cifive blows, and we were reduced to purfuc
an aétive and rapiu enemy, who, by his anxi-
ous and reftlefs precautions, left us neither
reft nor fecurity.  Our mode of warfare was
now to refemble that of Antonir ag:}inﬁ
the Parthians: the Roman lcgions, invin-
cible in the field, overthrew their enemy’s
hattalions, and found no other obftacle than

the
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the fpace of country which their foes left
behind them; but, exhaufted with daily
lofes, the victors thought themfclves for-

tunate to be able to quit the territory of a

people who, always beaten but never fub-
dued, would, even the day after a defeat, re-
turn with invincible perfeverance to harafs
thofc whom they had juft left mafters of an
unprofitable ficld of battle.

Thc heat of the days, and the coolnefs of
the nights in this fcafon, had afflicted the
army with much inflammation of the ceyes:
this difeafe 1s unavoidable when long marches
and fatiguing days are followed by night-
watching, in which the humidity of the air
rcprpiﬂ.s pesipiration 5 viciffitudes  which

bring on inflammation either in the eyes or

the bowels,
Defaix, to lofe no time to levy the requi-
fitions, and procure horfes in the province

' Y which
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which he had juft conquered, left three
hundred and fifty men at Falam, and fet
out to reduce the villages which Murad-Bey
had excited to revolt. During his abfence
in the province, a thoufand Mamclukes, and
a number of fellahs, or peafants, came to at-
tack the town which containcd our fick
men,

General Robin, and the chief of brigade,
EQ_JE:_r, who, with the troops under his com-
mand, were all fuffering under oplltllalmia.
performed prodigics of valour, and drove back
from ftreet to ftreet, a whole hoft of ene-
mies, after makirg a ternible flaughter
among them. Defaix rejoined thefe brave
men, and the whole army marched by Be-
ncfuef, to difpute with Murad-chvthc re- .
fources of this rich province.

When arrived at Bencfuef, Defaix return-
ed to Cairo, mn order to procure the means

of
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of rencwing the campaign: he there col-
locted and difpatched forwards cvery thing
which he thought neceflary to fecure his
marches, and to force Murad to come to
action.  For my{clf, fearing the pleafures of
the capital, I remainced at Benefuet, though
but little inviting to the artift.

On the left bank of the Nile, oppofite
Benefuef, the Arabian_chain_of mountajns
lowers, retires further off, and forms the val-
icy of Araba, or the Chariots, terminated by
Mount Kolfun, rendered tamous by the grot-
tocs of twe cenobite patriarchs, St. Anthony
znd St. Paul, the founders of the njpg_a_@i_c ‘
order, and creators of this contemplative -
1yftem, which 1s fo ufelefs to mankind, and
has been fo long refpected by the credulous
pcoi)l,«':. On the foil which covers the two
grottos, which thefc two hermit {faints in-
habited, two monatterics ftil] exif}, from one

. Y 1 ot
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of which it is faid Mount Sinai, beyond the
Red-Sca, may be difcerncd. The mouth of
this valley, towards the Nile, exhibits no-
thing but a dreary plain, the only cultivated
part of which is a narrow flip of land on
the bank of the river: fome veftiges of vil-
lages overwhelmed by the fand may be dif-
covered, and they prefent the afflicting fight
of daily devaftation, produced by the conti-

nual encroachment of the defert on the foil,

inung_i_ated with fand.

Nothing 1s fo mclancholy to the feelings,

as to march over thefe ruined willages, to

the tops of minarets; and to think that thefc

were once cultivated fields, flourithine trees,

and the habitations gﬁ_{__n_an-—cvc"ry tllling
living has difappeared, filence is within and
around every wall, and the deferted villages
are like the dead, whofe fkeletons firike

with tecrror.
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The antient Egyptians fpeak of this en-

O

croachment of the fands, under the {fymbol

——

of the myfterious entrance of Tﬂghon into

the bed of his fifter-in-law I{is; an mceﬂ:

- - e -

which is to change Egypt into a defert as

frightful as thofec by which it is encom-
paffled; and this great event will happen

when the Nile finds a luwu level, through

— e

fome one of the furronnding vallies, than the
bed in which it now flows, and which s
conflantly getting, hi.:)‘h:_cr. This idea, which
at {irit appears extraordimary, will be thought

probab]c, when we confider the local fitua-

ticn. The cevation of the Nile, and the rife

of its b:‘.uks, have made of it an artificial ca-
e ———
nal, w h’ch would by this time have put

Falum uam water, if the caliph Jufcf had

P T T —— ——

not rantd new d y]s(‘b upon thc old d oncs, and

dug a (‘olhuu.u canal below Benefuef, to re-

ftore to the river a part of the water which

o .
LI 1R
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13 every year poured by the overflowing nto
this valt bafon. It it were not for the caufe-
ways which ftop the inundation, the great
fwclls would foon convert this whole pro-
vince mto a la;iv:c lake, which actually threat-
cned to happen twenty-five years ago by an
extraordinary 1nundation, iz which the river
had rifen over the banks of Hilaon, and it
was much feared cither that the province
would remain under water, or that the
ftrcam would rcfume an antient channel,
which 3t was evident 1t had occupied in re-
mote ages.  To remedy this inconvenience,
a graduated dyke has been raifed near Hie
laon, where there 3s a M(. creéted, which,
as {oon as the inpndation has got to the pro-
per height to water the provinee without
drowning it, divides the mafs of water, takes
the qxx:;ntity neceflary to irrigate  Falum,
and turns off the remainder by forcing it

. back
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back into the river through other canals of
a decper cut.  If a conjecture might be ha-
zarded, we might fay, that, before the moft
anticnt times of which we have any know-
ledge, the whole Dclta was only a large
gu nlﬂxhvxhu h rwglt.q thc waves of the Me-
dlturt.néll;l_, .—ti;m. the Nile came as far as
the opening of the valley which enters the
provixlcg‘-m*‘a'fqm ; that by the dry river it
went to form the Marcotis, which was one

of its ¢ftuarics to the fea, as the lac Madic

was that of the Canopic branch, and as the
lakes of Berelos and Menzaleh are il the
eftuarics_of the Scbenitic, Mendeifian, Ta-

nitic, and Pelufiac mouths; that the lake

Bahr- Bclamc (or without water) 1s the re-

mains of ‘the antient courfe of this river,
i

wherein are found petrefadtions, (which in-

conteftibly prove inundatjons) vegetations,
and human labours, fhewing that the foil
has
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has been raifed by the courfe of the river,
and by thic perpetual fluctuation »f the fands
from weft to eaft; that the Nile having at a

certain period acquired more direction to the
north than to the north-weft as before, pre-
cipitated 1tfclf into the gulph which we have
Juft fuppofcd, there @_r_lpinw marfhes, and at
laft the Delta.  From this hypothefis it

would follow, that the firft labours of the

antient Egyptians, fuch as the lake Maeris
(now lake Bathen), and the firft dykes were
only made to rctain part of the waters of
the inundation, in order to irrigatc thereby
the province wgfwArﬁnoc, which threatened
to become barren ; ag}\tlxat pofteriorly, the
lakc Meeris, or Bathen, no longer recaiving
water enough, nor being able from its {jtua-
tion to water the province of Faium, the
river was obliged to be taken higher up, and

the canal Jufef was c:_&, which doubtlefs

bears
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bears the name of the caliph who ordered
this noble work: but at the fame time fear-
ing that Falum would remain permanently
mundated, this prince raifcd, from time to
time, new dykes upon the old, fuch as we
now fec, and dug the tx;'o canals of Boucke
and Zaoych te return the fuperfluity of the
flood back into the river.

When we enjoy quiet pofleffion of the
country we fhali probably make obfervations
on all the different levels, and on the labours
of the Iigyptians at diffcrent periods 3 we
may thus afcertain fadts, inftead of forming
conjectures, and fhew how much the Egyp-
tians have at all times attended to the dif-
tribution of the waters, and how even in
times of barbani{im they have preferved fome
of their antient fagacity.  After this, 1f the
Nile thounld ftill continue to lean to the
right, and to increafe as it has already done,

the
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the branch of Damietta at the expence of
that of Rofetta; 1f 1—t at leait ﬂ)ouldr aban-
don the latter, as it has fucceflively left the
channels of the dry river and the branch of
Canopﬁs ; 1f it thould leave the lake of Be-
relos and empty itfelf entirely into that of
Mcn_zalch, or form ncw branches and new
lakes at thc caftern part of Pclufium ; i
finc, if nature, always more powerful in the
eénd than the refiftance of man, has con-
demned the Delta to become an arid foil,
the inhabitants will follow the Nile in its
courfe, and will always find on its banks
that abundance - 'hich 1s producced by its be-
ficent watcrs.

Our firft employment, after the departure
of Defaix, was to reconnoitre the couhtx;y,
and make a progrefs through it, to levy ‘con-
tributions : we vifited the villages which
border the opening at Falum, half a lcague

1 } to
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to the welt of Benefuci.,  We then crofled
the canal; and atter a march of two hour
we arrived at Davalta, a fine village, or ra-
ther a beautiful country ; for in Egypt, when
nature 1s charming, it 15 fo in fpite of all
that men can add to it, or of the detradtors
of Savary, who have quarrclled {o much with
his luxurious defcriptions. Nature here pro-
duces {pontancoufly _groves of palms, under

which flourifh the orange-tree, the fyca-

more, opuntia, banana, acucia, and pome-
granatc ; and thefe trees form groups ot the
fineft mixture of toliage and verdure ; and,
when thefe delightful thickets arc furround-
ed, as far as the cye can reach, with fields
covered with ripe dourra, with mature fugar-

canes, with fields of wheat, {lax, and trefoil,

which fpread a downy carpet over the land,
as the inundation rctircs; when, in the
months of our Iuropcan winter, we have

before



352 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

before our eyes this rich profped@ of fpring,
which promifes the abundance of fummer,
we may well fay with this traveller, that na-
ture has organifcd this country in a mott afto-
nithing manner, and that there only want
woody hills, with brooks flowing down their
declivities, and a_government which would
render the people induftrious, and prevent
the incurfion of the Bedouins, to render it
the beft and moft beautiful country on the
face of the carth.

In croffing the rich traét which I have
villages at once, w. arrived at Dindyra, where
we ftopped for the night. The pyramid of
I-Iilgl_xlm, fitvated at the entrance of Mm,
feems like a fortrefs raifed to command thjs
province. Can this be the pyramid of Mc11~
des 2 May not the canal of Bathep, which
pafles by it, be the Jake Moeris forme by the

hond
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hand of man, as Herodotus and Diodorus
conjeclure?  For the lake Birket-cl-Kerun,
which 1s the Meeris of Strabo and I’tolén&y,
work of nature. Accuftomed as we arc to the
gigantic labours of the Fuyptians, we can
never perfuade ourfelves that they can have

hollowed out a lake like that of Geneva., All

that antient hiftorians and geographers tell us
of the lake Meeris 1s doubtful and obfcure ; it
A hteA e b ledoied

w evidently feen that their accounts were dic-
tated by the colleges of priefts, who were al-
ways jealous of cvery thing that related to
their country, and could the more cafily have
thrown 2 veil of myftery over this province,
as 1t was fituated bcyc;ld the common road
af tray cil.cx's. IHence we have had tfrom them
the flory of an artificial lake three hundred
fcci:_ in depth, of a pyranud raifed in the
middle of it, of a palace of a hundred cham-

Vor.l 7 bers
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bers to feed crocodiles v and, m fhort,

ftories as fabulous as any 1 tiic hiffory of
man, and the moft incredible part ol the
remains of Egyptian antiquity. Bat (o rea-
fon from what actually exifts, we find that
there 1y, 1n truth, a canal here, that of Ba-
then, which was flooded when we vifited
it, as we approached it different direétions,
that the pyramid of TTilahun may well be that
of Mendcs, “11101-\4\‘:. Luilt at the extre-
mity of this canal, fuppeivd to be the Jake

Moeris; that the lahe Dinet-cl-Kerun, on

the contrary, s 1 peol of woter, which muair
always have exifl. d, and whofe bed muift
——
have been formed by the motion of the foil,
which 1s carried up and renewed every year
by the fuperfluity of the inundation of
Fajum, and 1its waters may Lmve bc(':')mc
brackith at the tune when thie Nile ceafed to
flow through the valley of the dry river. The

pmo.‘:;
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proois of this opinion are, the formz of the

difforent parts, the exifience <>f a ted of a

piver extendad to the {ea. out now drv, 148

depe fitions and lneruftations, the depth of

.

<

the lake, 1ts extent, its bearing toveards the
norea on 2 cham of hulls, which run cafl and
welz, and tarn off towards the norch weft,

flopmye down to follow_the courfe of the

Vit lc v ot the dry channcl; hkewife, the na-

- —m——

tron lakes: and, more than all the other
proots, the foim of the chamm of mountains
ry - —_—

4t the north of the 1)\'1‘;mnd which fhuts
N PN W e

thie entrance of the valley, and appears to be

il

cut verpendicularly, hke almoft all the mour-
f U W—————— g

tains ot the foot of which the Nile Acws at

m—— L e it cn ————

the pxumt day : all thefe offer to the view

a thannel left dry, dl’ld lta Icw ral remouns.

e e e e e = ¢ e

‘The ruins which are tound near the town

of Ialum are deubticefs thofe of Arfinoe. |

have not {feen ther, nor thofe which are it
the
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the weft fide of the luke near the village of
Kafr-Kerun; but the plan of them thew.
only a few rooms, and a portico decorated
with fome hicroglyphics.

The pyramid of Hilahun, the moft fhat-
tered of all the pyramids which I have feen,
1s alfo that which is built with the leaft mag-
nificence. It 1s conftruéted of mafles of cal-
carcous ftones, ferving as points of fupport to
hecaps of unbaked bricks; but, perithable a«
this kind of building is, and perhaps morc
antient than the pyramids of Mcmph’i;,- 1t
ftill holds together; fo favourable is the cli-
xﬁxte of Egypt to thefec monuments which
endure for ages here, but would fall to pieces
by the rigour of a fingle European, winter.

There arc fome untucky moments, when
every thing one does 1s followed by danger
or accident. As I returncd from this jour-
ncy back to Benefucf, the gencral charged

* me
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me with carrying an order to the head of the
column; I gallop on to exccute it, when a
{oldier who was marching out of his rank
turning fuddenly to the left as 1 was paffing
to the right, prefents his bayonet againft me,
and before 1 could avoid it, [ was unhorfed
by the blow, whillt he at the fame time was

thrown down. ¢ There 1s one favant lefs,”

faid he while fulling, (for with them every
onc who was not a foldier was a fz'z-v(m/);
but fome piafires which I had in my pockct
ceceived the point of the bayonet, and 1
cftaped with only a torn coat.  When ar-
rived at the head of the column, T found the
aid-du-camp Rapp; we were well mounted,
and had got betore the nfantry ; it was at
the clofe of the evening, and being near the
tropic we had but ittle twihght, as in thc@
countrivs darknefs immediately follows fun-
lzt_ The Bedouins infefted the country, ard

. A we
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wc faw fome moving fpots in the plamn be-
fore us, whicn was very catenfive. Rapp
{faid to me, < We thould not be here, let us
< cither return to the column, or crefs the
“ country and get to Denefuef.,” I knew
that my companion preferred the boldeft
mcature, {0 1 chofe the fatzer, and we iparred
on oar horfgrs, braving the Iedouins, who are
always abroad at this time: our nde was
lC;ng, we encreafed our ficed, and at Jott oy
horﬁ:wr;n* ;wa_‘/ with me, and 1t was quite
dark when T arrived under the entrench-
ments of ng_q_fixcf. I thought that I could
continuc on the fame road that I had pafled
in the morning; my horfe {topped, I {pur-
red him, and he lcapt over a trench which
had been maae that day, and put ;'nc on the
other fide with my face againft a palifade,
where [ could neither advance nor retreat.
At this time the fentinel challenged me, 1did

. not
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not hear him, and he fired: I called out in
Freuch: he alked what butinefs I had there,
chid me, and turned me ont: and thus the
aukward froent was bayonetted. fired at,
chid, and fent home like a troant {chool-
Hoy.

On the 10th ot December General De-
faiv returned trom Cairo, bringing with him
twelve hundred cavalry, fix picces of artil-
lery, fix armed dj;cr_mis, and two or three
Lundred mfantry; which made the ftrength
of hes divition armount to t'ncc thoufand
infantry, twelve hundred ca alry and cnéht
pieces of lumt arl;l]cry' he was thus pro-
vided with every ncccﬂhry to purfue, attack,
and overcome Murad-Bey, 1if he would let
1s ome up with him; and we were all full
of hope and courage. 1 was perhaps the
only one in this army who had ncither glory
nor advanccment to acquire; but I cotld

' 7 4 not
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not help priding myfelf an my a&ivity; and
my felf-love was fiattered witiz marching
an army brilllant with vilory, with hav-
ing refumed my poit at the advanced guard,
and with having been the firft to quit Tou-
lon. T therefore marclicd checrfully, with
the pleafing hope of arriving the firft at
Syene, and of rcalizing all my projects, and
feeing the object of my journey fulfilled. In
faél, the moft interefting part of my travels
was now beginaing 3 I was going to break
up, as it were, a new country; to be the firft
to fece, and to ¢ without prcjudicc, to make
refearches in a pa.t of the carth hitherto co-
vered with the veil of myftery, and for two
thoufand years fliut out from the curiofity of
Europeans. I'rom the time of Her dgtus,
to the prefent, cvery travciler, folloving the
fteps of his predecetlor, had only rapidly af-
¢ended the Nile, not daring to lofe fight of

.

I
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his boat, and only quitting the fhore for a
few hours to huery a few hundred yards off,
and vifit with anxiety the ncarcft objedls.
Tor cvery thing beyond the vieinity of the
mier, the ontental liftorics alone have been
coniulted.  [Inconrezed by the reception
which 1 mct with from the commander 1n
chicf;, and feconded by all the officers, who
partoock of my zcal for the arts, I had no
other fear than that of wanting time, paper,
pencil, and ability, to takc down all the ob-
jeets of curivfity which I met with : I was
now accuftomed to might encampments, and
could fubfift very well on ammunition bif-
cuit ; I teared nothing from Murad-Bey than
to {ce lum enter the defert, and to lead us
from If»cnuhd to Faium, and back from
Falum to Benefuef,

VWe quitted this latter town, December
i7th; the fpeacle was very fine; and Fre-

gretted
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gretted being too bufv myfelf to be alie to
make a ‘ketch of it ; our colurmn extended a
league in length, and every thing breathed
joy and hope, At the fall of day we were
faddencd by the view of an uncultivated
land, and a deferted village—how many
mclancholy ideas are included in the filence
of night, the ncgle@ of culture, and the
ruins of the habitations of man! tyranny
begins this difaftrous wafte, defpair and
crime finifh it.  Thusit happens in Egypt:
when the mafter of a village has exacted from
it all that it can afford, and the mifery of
the inhabitants 1 further reduced to extre-
miﬂfrc_@_dcmands, thc: _yi_]_l_:}g.c.l_'s i_nﬁc-
fpair oppofc force to force; they are then
treated as open rebels, and cach party hay
recourfe to arms; and if the inhabitants in
defending themfelves have the misfortune
to kill any one of their tyrants or his fatel-

litiny,
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lites, they have no other refource than flioht
to fave therr lives, and theft to fupport it
mecu, vomen, and cniddren, biotted out from
focicty, and roving (rom place to place,
becerne +he terror of their neighbours, only
appear furtively in their own native habita-
tions, wuich they convert into dens of rob-
iers, alarming  thofe who would fucceed
them 1in their retreats of mitery. Thus
whole villages, when become the afylum of
crime, ofter 1o other view to the pallenger
than deferted frelds, rums, filence, und deio-
1ation.

Wearrived at El-Eerankah aa hour betoie
night, and guitted 1t at day-break the next
morning ; we breakfafted at Bebeh, a con-

L) ,-‘
fiderable village, which has nothing remark-
.
able, cxcept taat it poflefies the wrift .of St.
George, a rclic which thould recommend it
tu every pious fon of chivalry, The Arabian

' chain
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chain of hills here appreaches the river fo
clofe as to leave only a narrow {lrip of green
' land between the two.

At Miricl Guidi we were delayed by fe-
veral accidents which happened to the car-
riages of our ficld-picces 1n getting them
cver the canals: we learnt that the Mame-
lukes were at Fechnch., Whilft we were
waiting under the fhade, a criminal came
before General Defaix.  Thofe that brought
him faid, «“ Iicisa tl}ig_f; he has ftolen fome
¢ guns from thc“ ;'oluntccrs, and has been
« taken in the aél.” How much we werc
furprifed to fee the robber a boy of twelve
years old, beautiful as an angel, with a large

fabre wound 1n his arm, which he looked at

without ecmotion. He prefented himfelf to
the general, whom he perceived to be his

judge, with an air of firmnefs and fimplicity,

and (fo great 1s the charm of native grace)
~ * not
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not a perfon prefent could preferve his anger.
Hec was afked who bid him fteal thefc guns?
« Nﬁqdy.” What had induced him to ‘do
it? ¢« I do not know ; it was the great God.”
Had he parcnts} “ Only a mother, very,
poor and blind.” The gencral told him,
if he confefled who fent him, he {fhould be
releafed ; 1f not, he fhould be punithed as
he deferved. 1 have already told you,
¢ nobody fent me; it was God_alone that
“ put it into my hcad:"” then laying Lis cap

at the feet of the general, Le faid, « Therc
T
¢ 1s my head, you may cut it oft!” Fatal

—

religion, in which _vicious principles and

pofitive laws urge man to heroifin and to

—ete—

wickcd.ncfs '—=< Poor little wreteh,” faid the

rgeneral, “ let him 2o0.”  He faw that his
fentence was pafied; he looked at the
general, then at the foldier who was leading
him oft; and, gueffing the micaning of What

o Le
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he could not underftand, he parted with 4

fmilc of confidence. Such anecdotes as thefe
R —— e —— ———— .

give a better inficht into the piorals of na-

————————

tions, and the influence of religion and laws,

than regular difcuffions.

A ttrange cvent fucceeded to this intereft-
g feene—it was rain. It gave us for a mo-
ment a fenfation which recalled Europe to
our minds, and the firt {oft thowers of
fpring in the midit of December. Some
minutes after we were told, that the Ma-
mclukes were waiting for us about two
leagues off, with an army of pc;d{mts. Every
one was m)m(_dmtdy on th( alert, expecting
battle in the cevening, or the next day at
late®.  On approaching Fechneh we difco-
vered a detachment of Mamclukes, who jet®
us avproach within half cannon fhot, and
then difappeared.  We were told that the

maid body was at Safte Elfayeneh, a league
7 turther
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turther off ; but our artillery was not corac
.up, as 1t was conftantly delayed by the canals,
and 1 fpite of the wifh of the general to
join the enemy, and attack him even before
we were completely formed in order of bat-
tle, we could not get to Safte till night; and
we found that the Mamclukes had quitted 1t
two hours before. At Safte we lcarnt that
they had got mtcelligence of our march at
mid-day, at the time when the mhabitants
were difputing with them concerning the
extraordinary 1mpofitions which they de-
manded ; they mmmediately thought of no-

thing but loading thecir camels, calling us

the frourge of God fent to p}}ﬁﬁ} their faults.
and in truth they might have nfed lefs prous
c‘xpx:c{ﬁolxs.

They kindled fires, which foon went out.
Woe left.this place the 19th of December at
day-break : they had preceded us two hours,

and
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and werc three Icagucs before us.  They
quitted the Nile in the direction of their
march, paffing between Bar-Jufef and the
dgfert, abandoning the richeft country in the
untverfe.  In this third paflage I did not find
the ftraight canal, as it is marked in all the
charts; but it is only an actual furvey of the
levels that can give a knowledge of the fyf-
tem and regulation of the irrigations, and of
the works to be refpeélively attributed to art
and to nature in this intcrefting part of
Egypt. Towards the cvening we forded
the canal Jufef, which at this place appears
to be only the receptacle of the flood waters,
becaufe it 1s the loweft part of the valley,
and in no part to be the work of human
induftry. But all thefc qucftion.s: will he
determined by a grand operation to be per-
formed in time of pcace, from which the
beft way may be fuggefted of recovering the

advantages
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advantages of this myfterious anal, now loft
or funk into negle&. This 1mportant work
would have fallen to the lot of General Cdf-
ar‘c_l_hl who was always fo ardent to contri-
bute to the public welfare, if death had not
deprived the commander in chief of his
fervices as a friend, and all Egypt of a bene-
fator. o

From a ﬁmpla:; illf'_p;_&_ipn of thefe differ-
cnt levels I fhould be difpofed to believe,
that this part of Egypt has become lower
than the clevated bgnk‘s_g_fitﬁc_l}'ilc, and that
after the g-c-l.l;?l‘ill. i_n;mdation, the drainings
of the water all collet in_this fpot. I have
fince feen in Upper Egypt the effect of the
filtration which here occurs; the waters
having n this country necither canals nor
valleys through which they can be carried
off after thc inundation, the entire mafs
penetrates the whole depth of the vegetable

Vor. L. Aa foil,
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foil, at the bottom of which it meets with
a bed of clay, which it cannot pafs, and it
returns to the river by fmall ftreamlets, when
the fall of the flood has funk it below the
furface of this bed of clay. May not the
oafis be afcribed to a fimilar operation of
nature ?

We here faw fome buftards; they were
fmaller than thofe of Em, as is the cafe

with every animal common to the two con-
tinents. We were now approaching the de-
fert, which was alfo advancing to us, for, as
the ancient Egyptians exprefled it, the defert
is the tyrant Typhon, who is conftantly in-
| vading Egypt. The mountains were {till
two leagues off us, and we were at the edge
of the plain which forms a border, between
the deferts and the cultivated couxtry.
Whilft we were halting, we received intelli-
gence that the Mameclukes were engaged
) with
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with our advanced guard; but news is fabri-
cated by the advanced guard of an army for
the main body, as well as by one quarter of
Paris for the other ; however, as even reports
of this kind are not to be negleéted, we haft-
ened up, but found no enemy, and we halt-
ed for the night near the village of Bena-
chie, 1n a fine wood of palm-trees.

On the 20th at day-break, we continued
our route, in the conftant hope of reaching
the enemy : we learnt that he had marched
all night: the artillcry' delayed our progrefs,
and conftantly required fome little ftop;
whilft the Mamelukes, unincumbered by
heavy guns, had the defert before them, in
the midft of which they could defy our
c.agcrncfs’. We attempted, however, to enter
it, and prefently our draught horfes were
knocked up: however, we arrived by this
route at Benefech, where, fortunately for

me, the army halted.
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Benefech was built on the ruins of the
ancient Oxyrinchus, the capital of the thirty-
third zome, or—province of Egypt. No-
thing, however, remains of this city but
fome fragments of ﬁo_gg _Bil_lefs, marble co-
lumns in the mofques, and a fingle column
left ftanding, along with its capital, and part
of the entablature, which fhew that it s
the fragment of a portico of the compofitc
order. It was not without fome danger that

"I arrived here alone, half an hour before the
divifion ; but it would have been attended
with ftill greater rifk to have remained be-
hind; I therefere had only time to take a
general view on horfepack of this defolate
‘country, and to fkctch the fingle ftanding
column, the only remains of its foriner mag-
nificence. This folitary monument briﬁgs'a
mclancholy fenfation to the mind ; Ozxyrin-
chus, once a metropolis {urrounded by a fer»

3 tile
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tile plain, two leagucs off the Liybian range
of hills, has difappcared beneath the fand;

and the new town has been ohliged to re-

tzcat from this defolating invafion, leaving
to its ravages houfc after houfe, and the in-
habitants muft at laft be driven beyond the
canal Jufef, on the border of which they:

will ftill be menaced. This fine canal {eem-

ed to offer to our fight its verdant banks, in
order to confole us for the profpeét of the
defert which lay bcfore our eyes, a defert
which prefents fuch a gloomy idea to all
who have once beheld it—a boundlefs hori-
zon of barrennefs, which opprefles the mind
by immenfity of diftance and whofe appear-
ancc, where level, 1s only a dreary wafte ;
ard x.vhere: broken by hills, only thews ano-
ther feature of decay and decrepitude, whilft
the filence of _inanimate nature reigns
throughout undiﬂ:qrbcd. K '
. Aag Tired
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Tired with drawing, I remained abforbed
“in the ;laqg)oly infpired by the fcene be-
fore my eye, when I faw Defaix in the fame
attitude with myfelf, penetrated with the
fame fenfations. “ My friend,” faid he,
“ is not this an error of nature ? Nothing
“ here receives life ; every thing appears to
“ be placed here to infpire with mclan{cho]y
¢ or dread ; it would feem as if Providence,
“ after having provided abundantly for the
¢ neceflities of the three other parts of the
« world, fuddenly ftopped here for want of
“ materials, and abandoned it to its original
« barrennefs.” Is it not rather,” I replied,
“ the decrepitude of the moft anciently in-
* habited part of the globc? Has not the
¢« abufe which men have made of the _gifts
“ of nature reduced it to this ftate ?” In

this defert there are vallics, and petrified

wood ; there have therefore been rivers and
. forefts ; ;
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fgﬁl_s: ; thefe laft have been d::ﬁroycd, and
after this have difappeared the dew, the
mift, the rain, the rivers, and with them all
the animated beings.

We found in the mofques of Benefech, a
number of columps of different marbles,
which are doubtlefs the fpoils of the an-
cient Oxyrinchus, but which were not of the
ftylc of ancient Egypt.

We returned, following the courfe of the
canal, which in this part refembles our river
La Marne, Some time after we faw a con-
fiderable cxplofion, but heard no noife fol-
lowing it; we thought it was a fignal ; but
the day but one after, we learnt that a part
of the powder of the Mamelukes had taken
fire. WE¢ alfo feized a convoy of eight hun-
dred theep, which, I believe, without much
difficulty, we perfuaded ourfelves belonged
to the enemy, and in the evening it confoled

Aa4 our
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our troops for the fatigues of the day. We
arrived at Elfack too late to fav~ this vil]‘;g::
from being pillaged ; in a quarter of an hour
there remained nothing at all in the houfes,
literally nothing; the Arab inhabitants had
fled into the ficlds; we invited them back,
they anfwered coldly: ¢« Why fhould we
“ return to our houfcs, are not the deferts
““ now as good as our_own homes?’ We
had nothing to reply to this laconic anfwer.

Nothing interefting happened on the next
day. We found the lakc Bathen as ferpen-

tine as the lake Jufef; but we muft wait

for an aflual_Jurvey of thefe canals, to lc
able to form any rational canje&ure on the
ancient fjftem of irrigation, till which time
all our reafonings would be precipitate, and
our aﬂ'cltii‘é_;_s}ilu}of;’ We flept at Tata, a
large vil]agefi_nhabitcd by Copts; and an
Arab chicf, who had joined Murad-Bey, had

left
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lett at our difpofal u large houfe and matx
treflcs, on which we pafled a delicious might,
tor we could very rarely be lodged fo com-
modioufly.

The next day, December 22d, we croﬂcd
ficlds of pcas and beans alrcady ig pod, and
b:trlcz in flower. At noon we arrived at

Mynyeh, a large and handfome town, in
vehich there had fermerly been a temple of
Anubis. I found no ruins, but fine columns
of granite in the large mofque, which were
well cut, and had a'vcry fine aftragal: I
know not whether they were part of the
t:cm_plc of Anubis, but they were certainly
of a date poftcrior to that of the temples
of high antiquity in Igypt, which I aftcr-
v.vard; fatv in my travels.

The Mamclukes had quitted the town of
Mynych, and had ncarly been furprizea by

our cavalry, who entercd 1t fome hours aftcr.
They
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They had been obliged to abandon five
veflels armed with ten pieces of cannon, and
a mortar; they had befides buried two
others, which were fhewn us by feveral
Greek deferters who came to join us.
Mynyeh was the handfomeft town we had
yet feen; it had good ftreets, fubﬁ.a_ntial
houfes very well fituated, and the Nile flow-
ing thrgugh a large and cheerful channel.
From Mynyeh ta Come-el-Cafar, where
we flept, the country js more rich and
abundant than any that we had hitherto
travelled over, and the villages fo numerous

and contiguous o cack oﬁhcr, that from thc
middle of the plain I reckoned twenty-four

around me : they were not rendered gloomy

by heaps of ruins, but planted with trees fo
thickly interwoven, that it put me in mind
of the defcriptions which travellers have
given us of the iflands in the Pacific Ocean.

7 The
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The next morning, at eleven, we were be-
tween Antinde and Hcrmoﬂis. 1 had not

much curiofity to vifit the former of thefe
places ; as [ had already feen the monuments
of the age of Adrian, and the buildings of
this emperor in Egypt could not prefent to
mc any thing very new and ftriking ; but I
was eager to go to Hermopolis, where I
knew there wasa cclcbrat;rgmtico; it was
thercfore with great fatisfaction that I heard
Defaix inform me, that_ he fhould take three
hundred cavalry, and make an excurfiop to
Achnufuin, whilft the infantry were march-
ing to Meclatei.
~ In approaching the eminence on which is
built the portico of Hermopolis, I faw its
ogtline in the horizon, and its gigantic fea-
turc;. We crofled thcvcanal of Abu-Affi,
and foon after, pafling acrofs mountains and
ruins,
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ruins, we rca:chcd this Leautiful monument,
a relic of the higheft antiquity.

I was enchanted with delight at thus fee-
ing the firlt fruit of my labours ; for, except-
ing the pyramids, this was the firft monu-
ment which gave me an idea of the ancient
Egyptian_architeCturc; the firft ftones that
I had feen which had preferved their original
deftination, ;s{ithout being altered or de-
formed hy the works of modern tunes, and
had remained untouched for four thoufand
yearg, to give me an idea of the immenfe
range and high perfection to which the arts
had arrived in thus country. A peafant who
fhould be drawn out from his cottage, and
placed before fuch a building as this, would
believe that therc muft exift a wide diffeg-
ence between himfelf and the beings 'who,
were able to conftru&t it; and without havs

ing
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mg any idca of architeGure, he would fay,
this 1s the work of a god, a man could not
dare to inhabit 1t. s it the Egyptians who
have invented and brought to perfe&ion fuch
a beautiful art? This is a queftion which I
am unable to anfwer; but even on a firft
glimpfe of this cdifice we may pronounce,
that the Greeks have never devifed nor cxe-
cuted any thing in a grander ftyle. The
only 1dea which difturbed my enjoyment
here was, that I muit fo foon quit this mag-
nificent object, and that it required the’hand
of a mafter, and ample lcifure, to do it jui-
tice with the wl; whercas, my powcers
were humble, and my time meafured out.
But I could not quit it without attempt

g the ﬂ\ctch which T have given to my
rcaders, Wthh can but faintly exprefs the
{fenfations which this noble fabric conveys,
and which I fincerely hope fome tuture artaft

. wil]
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will be enabled to finith under more fortu-
nate circumftances. (Sce Plate XIV.)

If a drawing can fometimes give an air of
greatnefs to little things, it always diminifhes
the effe@ of great obje@s: fo in this in-
ftance, the capitals, which appear too heavy
in proportion to the bafes, have, in reality,
fomething in their maffivenefs which ftrikes
with wonder, and difarms criticifm : here
onec cannot venture either to admit or reject
any rules of critici{fm : but what is truly ad-
mirable, is, the beauty of the principal out-
lines, the perfection in the general conftruc-
tion, and in the ufe of ornaments, which are
fufficient to give a rich effe@ without injur-
ing the noble fimplicity of the whole. The
immenfe number of hieroglyphics .whic.h o~
ver every part of this edifice, not only have
no relief, but entrench upon no part of the

outline, fo that they difappear at twenty
. paces
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paces diftance, and leave the building all its
uniformity, But the drawing will give a
better idea of the general effect than any de-
{cription.

Among the hillocks, within three or four
hundred yards of the portico, enormous
blocks of ftone may be feen half buried in
fand, and regular archite&ture beneath them,
which appear to form an edifice containing
columns of granijte, juft rfing above the
prcfcnt level of the foxl Further on, but ﬁ;xll

conne&ed with the fcattered fragments of
the grcat temple of Hermopolis, which 1
have juft defcribed, is built a mofque, in
which are a number of columns of cipoline
marble of middling fize, and retouched by
thc‘ Arabs$ then comes the large village of
Achmunin, pcopled by about five thoufand
inhabitants, to whom we were as great an
objet of cunoﬁty as their temple had been

to us.

We
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We flept 'at Mclaui, balf a lcague from
the road from Achmunin. But Dbere I think
I hicar the reader fay to me, “ What! do you
¢ quit Hermopolis alrcady, after having fa-
* tigued mec with long deferiptions of mo-
“ numents of little note; and now you pafk
“ rapidly over what might interelt me?
“ Where 1s the hurry ? are you not with a
¢ well-informed gencral, who loves the arts,
¢ and have you not three Jbundred men w ith

Tu you " All this is very true, but fuch arc
the nceeflary eveats of this journcy, and fuch
the lot of the traveller: the general, whofe
intentions arc ve.y good, but whofe curiofity
15 foon fatisfied, fays to the artift, <1 have
* three bundred men here who have been
*“ ten hours on horfeback ; theyr muft find

.
* fhelter for the night, and make thelr foup
“ betore they go to reft.”  The artift feels
thic force of this, as Ire is himfelf perhaps very

i

’ .
weary and hungry, and muft fhare with the

reft



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. ’ 385
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4

reft in the fatigues of night encampments,
and efpecially as he is cvery day twelve or
fixtcen hours on horfcback, as the defert has
tired his cyelids, and h‘li-LL(,S, burning and
fmarting, only fee din
blood.

Mclaui is larger and fiill more beautiful
thun Mynyel ; its ftreets are ftraigh t, and its
bazar very well built; there is here a very
large houfe belonging to the Mamclukes,
which it would be cafy to fortify.

We entered it late, | had loft time in go-
ing up and down the town, and fecking out
for quarters: I was lodged without the
walls, and before a handfome houfc which
appecared very co;nrnodious; the owner was
frsting at his cafe before his door, and fecing
onc lying down on the outfide, he beckoned

me into a chamber, where [ found General

Vour. L Bb Beliard,
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Beliard, who had already taken advantage of
his hofpitality. I was hardly afleep when I
was awakened by an intolerable reftleflnefs,
which I took to be_the beginning of an in-
flammatory fever; but after remaining a long
time in this ftate of agitation, I found my
compantion as ill off as myfelf, and we both
ftarted up and left the room, and looking at
each other by moonlight, our whole fkin was
red, inflamed, and our features hardly diftin-

guiflable ; and on further examination, we

found ourfelves covercd with vermin of every
kind.

Thefe manfions in Upper Egypt are no-
thing but vaft pigeon-houfes, in which the

owner referves te himfclt only a room or two
for his own ufe, and there heﬂ_lp@gg alorg
with poultry of all kinds, and all the vergin
that they engender between them, which it

‘ 18
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12 a part of his daily cmplo&rnient to hunt
for, but at night the toughnefs of his fkin
defies thci}' bites; and thus our hoft, who in-
tended to dousa civility, could not conceive
the rcafon of our quitting him fo abruptly.
We got rid as well as we could of the moft
troublcfome of thefe intruders, vowing faith-
tully never again to accept of fuch hofpita-
lity.

On the next day, December 2-4th, we con-
tinued our purfuit of the Mamclukes: they
always kept about four lcagucs off us, and
we could never gegilm_ggygd upon them. In
their march théy ravaged as much as they
could the country which they kept between
us. Towards the evening we faw a deputa-
don with a flag of alliance coming up to our
camp. It was a party of Chriftians, from
whom the Mamelukes had demanded a re-

Bbz2 quifition
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quifition of a hundred camcls, and thefe
poor wretches not having it in their power
to comply with the demand, the enemy had

barbaroufly killed fixty of their people. They

in return, highly exafperated, had flain cight
of the Mamelukes, whofe heads they offered
to bring us. They all fpoke at once, repeat-
ing perpetually the fame expreflions; but
fortunatcly for our cars, thc audicnce was
given in a field of lucerne, which offcred a
feafonable refrefhment to the deputation,

who began to devour the crop greedily, as if

it were a dainty which they were alraid of
lofing. Whilft fitting on horfeback, I ketch-
ed the figurc of one of the deputics juft as
Le had finifhed his harangue.  (See Plate
XLIX. Fig. 6.) T .

We flept at Elganfanier, where we were
very well Jodged in a fanton’s tomb.

¢ ' Thc
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The next day, December Qgth, we were
marching over Mount Falut, when we learned
that the Mamclukes were at Beneads, to
which place we immediately directed our
courfe, in hopes of coming up with them?
Purtaking of the eagernefs of all around me, I
was full of joy when we received any tidings
of the Mamclukes, without refleéting that I
had no reafon for animofity or revenge againit
them, and that as they had not injured the
remains of antiquity, ,which was my har-
veft, 1 had no caufe of complaint againft
thcm. It they had acquired unfairly the foil
which we were trcading, at leaft it was not
for us to makc any objections; their rights
were at leaft fantioned by feveral centuries
of * puflcflion; but the preparations for a
battle prefent {fo much buftle and aétivity,
and altogether form fuch a ftriking fcene,

and
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and the event is of fo much importance
to all who are concerned in it, that the
mind has but little room left for moral re-
flexions ; fuccefs is then the only objed, for
the game has fo high a ftake that one does
not choofe to lofe it.

" But when arrived at Beneadi our hope
was once morc deceived; we only found
fome Arabs, whom our cavalry chafed into
the defert. Bencadi is a rich village, about:
half a league in length, advantageoufly fitu-
ated for the trade of Darfur, which is carried
on by caravans, poffefling an abundant ter-
ritory, and a population numerous enough
to compel the Mamelukes to enter into fome
compofition for their levies, and not to allow
them to take it as plunder. We alfa fotind
it prudent to temporize with them for the
prcfcnt, efpcmally as the amicable advances

B

2 which
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which they made were offered to us fome-
what in the manner of conditions; the in-
folence of which we thought it proper to
pafs over by the appearance of cordiality.
Surrounded by Arabs whom they do not in
the leaft fear, as they fupply thefe free-
booters with their articles of the firft ne-
ceflity, and confequently can difpofe of their
fervices, the inhabitants of Beneadi enjoy an
influence in the province which would render
thcm-an obje& of embarraflment to any go-
vernment whatever: t.hcy came out to meet
us, and they rgcondu&cd us out of their
territory, without either party being at all
tempted to pafs the night in the fame place.
We flept at Benifanet.

On the 26th, juft before getting to Siut,
we found a large bridge, a lock, and flood-
gates in order to retain the waters of the

\

Nile
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Nile after the inundation; thefe Arabian
works, made doubtlefs from antient models,
are as ufeful as well contrived; and, in gene-
ral, it appearcd to me, that the diftribution
of the waters in Upper Egypt for irrigation,
was ordered with more intelligence, and ef-
fected with fimpler means, than in the

lower provinces.
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