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What are FAs?
Recognized by a community 

review (FAC) as meeting certain 
criteria

FAs are expected to have:

● Excellent sourcing 

● Effective content and 

composition 

● Professional prose and 

compliance with 

Wikipedia’s manual of style

Similar processes exist on other 

language Wikipedias

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Featured_article_candidates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Featured_article_criteria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Featured_article_criteria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style


Why featured 
articles (FAs)?
● Improve articles
● Recognize Wikipedia’s best articles



90% happens before you 
nominate the article
1. Sources

2. Content 

3. Prose and formatting



Sources
The most important thing. 

Why?

● Neutral point of view policy 

(enwiki) 

● Use the best sources, not 

the easiest to access

● Follow the sources

● Inline citations are 

required

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view


Finding and accessing high 
quality sources
Scholarly search engines are helpful for many topics

● Google Scholar
● PubMed

Use Wikipedia resources:

● The Wikipedia Library (all wikis)
● WikiProject Resource Exchange (open to all wikis)

Start with a few sources that seem to be the most high-quality 
and relevant (example)

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj36JHjpIiAAxWLNjQIHYwpA88QFnoECBkQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FWikipedia%3AThe_Wikipedia_Library&usg=AOvVaw0dniIse1puO54QhOhH8t1V&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjr07L2pIiAAxVuMDQIHQo8BWsQFnoECBQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FWikipedia%3AWikiProject_Resource_Exchange&usg=AOvVaw2tUheMdd5pmUM8EAmQ_jg2&opi=89978449
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_homosexual_movement&oldid=1062307316


Evaluating source quality
Consider:

● “Reputation for fact checking and accuracy” (enwiki)

● Recency

● Bias and mainstream/fringe nature

● Special policy for medical content (enwiki)—similar, 

but non-binding, advice exists for other topics

Resources

● Reliable Sources Noticeboard (enwiki)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Fringe_theories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_sources_(medicine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources/Noticeboard


How to cite
● Maintain text–source integrity

● Avoid close paraphrasing

● Inline citations

● Consistent format

Resources:

● Help pages on referencing

● Citation generators like https://citer.toolforge.org/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Inline_citation


Content

● Define a clear article scope

● Ask: “what does the reader 

need to know about the 

topic?”

● Plot out article order and 

subheadings

● Don’t write too much— no 

more than 7,000 words

● Use summary style

Content is determined by the 
sources





Summary style

There is a lot more that could be said about the topic than can 
be covered in a concise encyclopedia article. Sub-articles 
include:

● Causes of the Armenian genocide
● Confiscation of Armenian properties in Turkey
● Concentration camps during the Armenian genocide
● Armenian genocide recognition
● Armenian genocide denial…



Prose and 
formatting

Do this part last

After you write the article, edit:

● Readability

● Conciseness

● Manual of Style compliance

● Maintain text-source 

integrity

Resources:

● Guild of Copy Editors

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Guild_of_Copy_Editors/Requests


Using the featured 
article criteria to 
improve any 
Wikipedia article



Before edits

CJCR = Constitution of Rwanda



After edits 



After

● Cites freely accessible, 

primary sources

● Rwandan government’s 

claims about itself, via its 

constitution, and “critics”

● Excessive detail about de 
jure aspects of government 

that may not be relevant de 
facto

Before 

● Cites independent, scholarly 

sources from relevant fields

● Facts that are supported by 

independent sources

● How the government 

operates in practice

● Why it is set up this way

● More concise



Navigating the 
featured article 
candidates (FAC) 
process



Other content 
review 

processes
Can help you improve an 
article and/or prepare for 

FAC

● Good Article Nominations
● WikiProject Peer Review
● Post on the FAC talk page

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Good_article_nominations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Peer_review


What happens next

● Follow the instructions on the FAC page

● Quick failed if it is not close to meeting the 

criteria

● Review other nominations

● Need at least three “supports” and pass source 

and images review

● FAC coordinators promote or archive the 

nomination



Ways to get 
involved

● Reviewing FACs—any input 

is appreciated

● Reviewing PRs

● Participation in featured 

article review (FAR) to help 

keep featured articles 

meeting the criteria

We need more than just FAC 
nominators!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Featured_article_review
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Featured_article_review

