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The Commission reconvened at 9:00 a.rn. Friday morning, September 14, 1956.

[he following members were in attendance:

Mr. David E. Finley, Chairman
Mr. Felix de Weldon
Mrs. Emily Muir
Mr. Douglas Orr
Mr. Elbert Peets
Mr. William G. Perry

Mr. L. R. Wilson, Secretary, was also present.

Mr. Peets presided in the absence of Mr. Finley and Mr. Orr, who were

detained by official business at the White House. Mr. Finley took over the

Chair at 9:45 o* clock when he and Mr. Orr returned.

15) PROPOSED BUILDING FOR UTHE EVENING STAR* 1
, Second Street and Virginia-

Avenue, S. S.

Mr. Waldron Faulkner, of Faulkner, Kingsbury and Stenhouse, voluntarily showed

the members a model of the new building for !lThe Evening Star* 1

, although this pro-

ject would not normally come before the Commission. The manner in which the tech-

nical and architectural problems had been solved were noted with approval. The

Secretary was instructed to send Mr. Faulkner a letter to this effect.

16) SHIP5TEAD-LUCE SUBMISSIONS (Preliminary)

The follov/ing designs are for new buildings that fall within the area covered

by the Shipstead-Luce Act, and were referred by the architects to the Commission

for advice previous to formal application to the District Commissioners for Build-

ing Permits:
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(a) Aviation Building, 734 Jackson Place, N. IT. Mr. George Dolby of

i Associated Architects and Engineers, presented revised sketches for the proposed

Aviation Building at 730-736 Jackson Place, IT. IT. The members agreed that, in

the sketch identified with the number four, the architect had substantially ac-

complished the changes in design which they felt were required to make the

design of the building harmonize with its important location. The architect

said he would incorporate the approved design into the working drawings which will

be submitted to the District Government for a building permit. The Secretary

was instructed to advise Mr, Dolby in writing of this approval.
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(b) Peoples Life Insurance Building, F, G, 25th and 2oth Streets, N. W.

Mr. George W. Petticord, Jr., of Hills, Petticord and Hills, presented

the revised drawings for the Peoples Life Insurance Building at F, G, 25th and

26th Streets, N. W. The members noted the improvement which had been effected

in the designs of the facades since they were first presented at the meeting

on 14 June 1956, and they also expressed satisfaction over the early submission

of the design. Their approval of the design as submitted was recorded with the

recommendation that the subdivisions flanicing the central motif be widened to

bring them into conformity with the scale of the established design for the

standard bay, and that the height of the top tier windows be restudied. Mr.

Petticord said he would try to show the revised drawings at the next meeting.

(c) Parking Garage at 1335 E Street, II. W. Mr. Hewitt Wells of Hewitt

Wells Company, and Mr. D. F. Antonelli, Secretary-Treasurer, Auto Centers, Inc.,

submitted the design of a parking garage to be located at 1335 E Street, II. W.

The design showed a three-story open-deck reinforced concrete structure faced

with enamelled aluminum sheets. Adjoining the building on the east, a stair

tower was sheathed in limestone for harmony with the adjoining building. In the

discussion of the design, the general principle of suitability of scale and

materials for a structure on this site was stressed. The possibility of comple-

tion of the unfinished portion of the Federal Triangle and the proposed erection

of a civic monument on the site of former Temporary War Building V, between 14th

and 15th Streets, were cited as compelling reasons for treating the facade in

a manner that would be more harmonious, in design and materials, with the exist-

ing buildings and future developments. The principal recommendations involved

reducing the size and the horizontal emphasis of the openings on the street

facade and the use of limestone instead of metal as a facing material. Mr. Wells

said he would restudy the facade and would present revised designs at the next

meeting of the Commission in October.
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17) NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS BUILDING OF BAKES AND CONFECTIONERY WORKERS
UNION, 16th and K Streets, N. W. Mr. Viliam Holabird, Holabird,
Root and Burgee

The Secretary reported that the Zoning Advisory Council had made the unusual

request that the plans for the above mentioned building be submitted to the Com-

mission of Fine Arts for approval of the design before the Zoning Council would

approve a zoning revision that xvould permit erection of the building. Although

not in an area under the jurisdiction of the Commission of Fine Arts, the future

development of Sixteenth Street was considered to be of general interest and it

was believed that the Commission should put itself on record as opposing com-

mercial exploitation of this important street. The design of the building was

a typical office building design. After considerable discussion, the members

agreed to withhold action and directed the Secretary to invite the architect,

Mr. William Holabird, to come before the Commission of Fine Arts at its next

meeting on 10 October 1956 to discuss the problems involved.

IB) GENERAL WILLIAM MITCHELL STATUE. Mr. P. E. Garber, Head Curator, National

Air Museum, Smithsonian Institution, presented the photographs of the full-size

model of Bruce Moore t s statue of General William Mitchell. The small size model

had been approved previous to the appointment of Mr. Orr, Mr. Perry, Mr. Harrison,

and Mrs. Muir, and this was their first opportunity to view it. Mrs. Muir stated

her opinion that demands for a representational and detailed handling of the

statue possibly prevented the figure* s developing into as fine a work of art as

might have been. The members of the Commission who approved the statue considered

it to be a factual image of the subject such as is appropriate to a historical

museum. After a long discussion, the motion was made that approval be given to

the figure representing the General but recommending that further study be made

of the lettering and its spacing on the base. Mr. Garber thanked the Commission
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for its recommendations and stated he would present new studies at the next

meeting in October.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was adopted,

with Mrs. Muir dissenting:

RESOLVED

That the members of the Commission of Fine Arts, with Mrs. Muir
dissenting, approve, and hereby they do approve, the statue of General
William Mitchell for the National Air Museum, Smithsonian Institution,
and consider it to be a factual image of the subject such as is appro-
priate to a historical museum, but recommending that further study be
made of the lettering and its spacing on the base.

Meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

LJ R. Wilson
Secretary
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