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tddress by Foreizgn Mipister Matsuoka,
at the Governors' Conference

On September 27, the Tri-partite ract was concluded tretiesz=L

Japan; “Yeruaay and Italy, and on the Scme day His lajesty the rmparor

was pleased to issue a gracious lnperial lL.cssage indicating the direc~

tion which our people should follow concerning tiils historic event end

we, the subjects of Imperiel Japan, are filled

who are in government service should, sbservinz

commend, be the first 1ic sacrifice ourselves 1O

rezard to how to interpret this command, 1 belicve thet 1y speech

hroadcast on the evening of the saue day, =nd slso the adures:

- .

) the following aay

cest by Prime inister KOLIOYE on the 23th,

clearly given tihe ¢ it, and I am afrailc it is hardly necessally

“or me here again to talk aboul it .

I believe, however, that 1n ~rder to underctand this ract correctly,

1+ is necessury to appreclale the international tmosphere in whiceh this

Pot was formed. <Lor your information, tL,ercfore, I will briefly cexplalin,

in what interrnat ional &atmosphere, ard thrcouzl whkat course our countiy
reached this conclusion.

Our traditicanal lof'ty nrinciple ever ipce ne foundation of our

fapire is based upon :5410.0-ICAIU" (the world as one household), namely,

-
-~

to diffuse morality all over the woerlc and to let all tae necples ©
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Aad, therefore, our forelin

the world live in contentment and peace.

pelicy should fundamentally be toO pervede this lofty principle L hrouzh

out the whole world and should of course play an important partv in con-

tributing to the achievement oi tne holy mission of realizing this

yreat ideal on sarth. However, wnen we think of the [resen® situation

of our country from the standpoint of our foreign policy, we are con-

fronted with te huge problems of how we should suphort our ever increa-
sing) population and h ow we should increase ~ur national wealtn, yhicn

the two great western, ucew-

kably meagzre compared with that of

is remar
+iong--ureat Britain and the United States ~f bmerica. Ino srder to ged

a golution for thesse problems, our Jovernment has long been striving

f foreign traa

c oA .L

h--;’ et ik

for cverseas expansion of our pceople by neans o

+
eLuCoe

ration, and 2versecas enterjrices,

in Burope and America have Lesn ana are interferring with our OVETSEeas

development using such measures as nrohibiting Or regtricting Jaraness

emmigrants, 1m osinz heavy customs duties on Jwpanesc zoods, ctees IR Y
’ = : -

opihion, the anchurian Incident was the manifzstation of the Jaranesc

Spirit, but in another Sense, it might be interprated as & aort cf ex-

plosion caused by the sppression by the estern powers ovel sur peaceful

overseas expansionse. Nations in Europe .nd Amzrica, houevery denounced

sur country in the lizht of trair legal theoTly, criticized that
the Manchurian Incident was a-ainst the Nin= Power Pact ard the Kello g~

Briand ract, end compelled us 1in the end to cuit the Igazue of Natlonus,
+he United States of ineirica adoptcd

And it can also be said that
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Chiang Kai-shek, with his illusion of winning back Manchuria in case

a second Washington Uonference would meet, just as China custed Japan

out of Shantung compelllng her to retreat ard w.kKe & coasicera:
concession in Manchuria at the time of Washingtucn Conference, sStrongly

advocated the recovaery of the lost territory, which finally provoked

the present CUhlna Incident. Therefore, 11 can a1lso be said that, oOne
' ’

of the fundamental causes of the China Inc ident 18 av least cue 1O tne

attitude of non-recognition of Manchuxuo taken bty the west:rn DOICI'Se
= J

Then, what attitude have the leading western pOweIS assuned towvard

Japan since the China Incident broke -ut? While Germany end Italy

immed iately recognized Manchukuo anc suppcrteda our elaim in the China
Incident, other leading Ppowers making every protest against us 1n the

nece of protecting their rignts and interesvs in China, Or melslng the
- $
L. noavy piliBiC&l Di'C =

Ieague of Nations Genounce Oul state,

ssure upou our country. Ané also in the distric®

Chinese have even made our of ficers and scldlers

nation by shooting at our trocps from behind the

Before zxplaining any further the actuaal

Incident, I should liXe, for your informatlion, tH speak as

possible, on & certain puilosophical ~bservation that 1 have long

chzrisiede.

Since wWorld war I, 1 nave obser7ed@ cl »sely thc trend of the

especially tae ~elations and trend Letween Japan and China in Zasv

ion, waich has been furthar

asia and have long since formed my own OplL

comented in my mind with the outbreax cf the Noruin China Incideuat.

.-3.-
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The purport ~f the present China Incident, which was started from the
North China Incident, 18 fundamental.y dgiferent from tihut o TIe

ond of 19th ceniury, or those

wars we had until the

or from & Were desive

sent iments OF dispute, OF 1o
In otuer words, the funut.ehs

Japan end China is truly

“ideologic&l". To be sure, there may be otuer secondary or thircdly
causes of this conflict, but ceach of us should clearly understand

this conflict 1S fundamental

e have firmly held an "iGooloZy )
China for the purpose of stabilizing situation of Bust Asl8e
onlang Kani-shek and nis rarty, howevci, ratiicr than china herseli,

stronz

+ried to OppPOSE to Jaan by

enouzih LO COPE with Jaj@ne

tonding to gain balance of

the peace aud order throughout

are striving veTy hard, &85 you SS€,
in the minds of the whole Chineee peoplee T, 'short, thousn there 18
no difference 1in +he objective of co-operatlon, ~ur ideology is har-
nonious cooperation, while theirs 18 antagcisnm ard resistances 1D otaeT
ng their idgeolozy, these two different

heir attempt of realizil

in ©
= in the first st Lloreove X, great

ideologles sollidecd cach oth

Britalin end the Jnited oStates ~f AmeTricé

|
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Bast Asia wy means of an ®ideology" of maintaining the status gquo, and

furthermore, the Soviet has planned to throw East soia into disordcr By

means of its "ideology" ~f both destroying tho stitus Quo and of coumue

nism, Jaran is in the Same position with thc Soviet as Tar as destruction of

of the status quo 15 concerned. As to the capitalistic systen, Great Britailn

-

end it LS

o

Britain and the United Statces have the most advanccd systein,

the Soviet that is most emphatic in denying it. It scems thet while China

is deeply obsessed by comunism on onc hand, she stropzly sticks to cLpl-

talism on the other, which mey be ascribed 1o the goneral policy »f China

thet has mainly aimed at the dependence upon Great aritain and the United

that nas becn caple

States the main stocks of capitalism, and upen Frarce

talistic until very rececently . However, China, belins demendent upon GShe

Soviet Union as you know, has becen unable to make full effort to check

the foregoing trend of esmmunisme I think the reason why such contradictor

tory phenomena &S above mentioned can te seen in China is due tno these

circunstances., &nd as regards /hat attitude Japan has assumed in this

connection, I shall not touch one.

ihat I have scid above 18 very brief and far from being cexhoustive,

however, 1 think you can understand what I went to point but. That is8 ¥O

say, 1 belileve that you can undarstand that ine cor.fusion or conflict

=hich is causing before our g¢yesS &l unpracedented crisic 'n East Asia 18,

in its orizin, ascribable 1O the complication of widely daifferent idzolo-

zies. Unless you ¢clearly understand this fact, you c&an nerdly understand

how deep and now broad the present Ching Incident iz, and thad with no

crdinary dstormination, cfforts, or struggle can Wl attain the final seti-

leneznt of it, That is the reason why 1 have .nde a further brief talk on
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these circumstancesS, though it secmed almost unnscesSsary e Now, 1 shall

come tack to the question of the actual situation, and try to make 1t

the form of declaration of

clear. Though the China Incident d4id not take

war, it isg at any rate; a sort of war, and 18 a war on a considerably
It is unavoidable, therefore, that so long as this state of

those rizhts and interests of the powers in the areas of hosti~

lities in China, Jould be affeccted, especially if the Poregoing rizhis and

interests trun out 1o be at the places impeding our military operationd.

rs desire not ©O gustain any damages that might bc

Therefore, if the poWe

inflicted upon thelr rights and interests in China, they should desire the
1f the Incident 18 secttled,

carlicst possible settlement of the Incident.

be safegzuarded without any

zhts and interests should naturally

their ri

protestise. However, sSome powersS have helped and are st1ll helping the

Chungking Goverament by affording the Governm:nt vearlious facilities and

thus strengthening its povwer of resistance, and have tried TO protract the

Incident, Especially they are steadily sendin; Arms anrd annution and other

comnodities TO arcas under the Changklng Government by way of so-callcd

French=Tndo Ching, Kwanzechow Bay

Wy i1d-Chiang routes" such as Honzkong,

anddBurma; and thus giving the Chiapg's regine veor.phor-shots,” they are
trying to strengthen Chiang's power of resistunce vzainst Jaran and are

plenning tO protract the war even 4 single A&y

It is true, however, the routes through Hongkong &@nd French-Indo

China of the above "aid-Chiang routcs" have stopped trensnortation of &rms
gsirce last Junee

(-

hAs regards the "Burman route," Great Britain promised 1O stop

o b »
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transportation of munitions, etc. for three months beginning July 18,
And though the term will bec up on next October 13, it is doubtful whether
this blockade of the "Burma route® will be continued or not,

Since the Hongkonz and the French-Indo China routes are blocked up,

the Burme route is now the only one which is able to transport a considera-

ble amount of cammodities. Therefore, whether that route will be reopened
or not after it was once blocked, is a great help for us to ascertain the
attitude of Great Britain toward us today when the Tripartite Ract has
been formed, and we are now watching with great interest what attitude

will be taken by Great Britain., And the French-Indo China route was block-
ed up, a8 above mentioned, but afterwards it became necessary for us to
send our armcd forces therc, in order to carry out our military operations
toward China. Then, negotiations between myself and the French Ambassador
in Tokyo came to an agrecement on August 30 concerning the passage of our
armed forces through the territory of French-Indo China, and the employ-
ment of the arodromes there. Noxt, on September 4 a sort of agrcement was
recached between the military authorities of both countries on the spot,
Furthermore, on September 22 after much parley, an executive agreement was
effected on the spot which enabled our troops stationed at the frontier
districts of South China to March accross the border line into the terri-
tory of French-Indo China, and on the other hand, enabled soe of our
units to land in Haiphong from the sea, In the mean while only a few
cases of trouble broke out, and the relation between our country and
French-Indo China has lately developed amicably, and consequently our resi-

dents in that terrttory, who once tried to evacuate on account of the

- [ -
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threatening situation prevailed, have returned to their residcnces with

our consul general there, and the situation seems to have restored to 1its
former normalcy. However, the governments of Great Britain and the United
States have made various protests against our Government because they
probably misunderstood that Japan was going tO oCCupy Frcnch-Indo China

by force of arms, But it is clear, as the joint statement of Japan and
France shows. that we respect the territorial inteurity of French-Incdo China,
and have no intertion of occupying that territory. Concerning this matter,
we made clear to the British and American ambassadors whenzsver they made
protests or asked us for informations, As this affair developcd, however,
the United States has placed a total embargo upon her export of steel
scraps to our country, andi has given Q new credit amounting to $25,000,000
to Chiang Kai-shek: These policiis taken by the U, S, A,. secem TO justify
her protecsting attitude toward us.

It ges without saying that our couniry has absolutely no intention of
purposely fighting with any other country, but at the samctime we re ject
and are derermined to fight to the end with any naticn which tries to stand
by Chiang Kai-shck, and thus protract the China Incident, and prevent East
Lzia from restoring to peace.

Mean whilc, in the European theatre, both Germany and Italy have fur-
ther intensified their attack on Great Britain, and especially German air
forces are engaged in bitter bombing over Great Britain., However, thelr
attacks havc not yet reached the critical turning -point in the wer 1in
their favor., Accordingly, the United States has remarkably increased her
assistance to Great Briteain. Mein cvents in this period are as follows:s

&8
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an agrccment of joint defcense was e¢ffected betwecn Canada and the United
States on August 17; on September 3 Great Britain took over 50 destroyers
froa the United States of Americe on condition that of the British territo-
rics along the Atlantic coasts of both North and Shuth America those which
are necessary to the United Statecs as bases of her naval and air rorces,
shall be offecred to the United States; and the tendency is that this co=-
opecration betwecn the two countries has lately sprecad over the arcas rang-
ing from the Pacifie Ocean to the Indian Occan and to the South Seas.,
Therc is also an informat:on reporting thet the United States is comtemp=-
lating to conclude such an agrecement of joint defense as eflfected between
the United States and Canida with Avstralia and New Zealaend as wiell. e

should regard that the ahove will be recaiized,

his Tripartite Pact is ialced a treaty effected vnder $Such circum-

stances and essentially defensive in its naturc. Negetively the Pact aims
at Checking the ageravation of the world cheos which might be acceralated
by the new participation of any country either in the China Incident or in
the European War, while, positively, it aims at establishing a new order
wvhich enablesseach nation in the world to live in-contentment and peace,
and at brinzing about permancnt pcace on the basis of justice and impar-
tiality through the cooperation of the threse povers - Japan, Germeny and
Italy, The fact is that the lofty spirit of so-called "HAKKOICHIU"

(the world as one houschold), in other words, this great ideal of the
"YilibTO" race (Japanese) manifested in the Rescript of Fmperor JIMMU at
the foundation of ocur country, has for the first time been given shape in
the modern intcrnational treaty. It is really a sincere desire of mankind
and also a Providence, I believe, for t he threce peoples of Japan, Germany

c Q) =
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Italy to unit firmly into one under this great ideal and lofty spirit in

the face of the unprecedented chaotic crisis that the world has ever had.

I think if the Chiang regime, which 18 still resisting us, should

come to appreciate the intrinsic nature of this sirong alliance, the same

regime will realize that the way to assure the Chinecse peoplc to recover

and to save the lives of the Chinese masSSes out of the difficulty is for

her to cooperate with the powers of the Tripartite Pact and the New Chinecse

Governmcnt in Nanking in the construction of the Greater Last Asia co-

prosperity Sphore, rather +han to continus to sacrifice a large number of

her innoccnt people by playing a part in the defensive front of the

weotorn imperialisme

On the other hand, I am not yet 1in a position to tell you concretely

what response has the- conciusicn of the Tripartite Pact crcated, cr 18

going to create among the powcrs, 1t .is certain, however, that the great

strongth of the Tripartite Pact has given such a deep impression upon the

powers that some of them are takingz strong attitude 1n desperation toward °

us, and we should always look out for it. At the samc time, it seems that

s reflective view of what made Japan, Germany and Italy effect such &a

pact is sradually gaining ground. At any rate, we should always make pre-

parations 1in anticipation thevorst situation.

In the Imperial Resceript promulgated vhen Japen withdrew from the

Icague of Nations, His Majesty the Fmperor specially declared: "HOWEVET

the advancement of international peace 18 wvhat, as evermore, Wwe desire,

and Our attitude toward enterprises of peace shall sustain no changees

By quitting the Ieague and embarking on a course of 1tS OWh, OQur Empire
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does not mean that it will stend aloof in the extreme Oricnt nor tnav it
will isolate itself thecreby from the fraternity of nations. It is Our
desire to promote mutual confidence betwecn Our Empire and all the other
Powers and to moke known the justice of its causc throughout the world,"
Furthormore, in the Imperial Rescript issued when the present allliance
was concluded, His lMajesty the Empcror said at the outset: "It is a great
instruction of Our Imperial Ancestors which We alwlys observe faithfully
to uphold the cause of justice and humanity throughout the world and to

change the universe 1nto onc houschold"., In comfomity with this Imperial

will. we should morc positively exert ourselves to improve our diplomatic
> b .

rclations with other nations, and to bring cbout truc peace all over the

world, However, wc are living in an unprccedented turbulent age and are

unable to tell what accident will further happen, when, and where, And
jealousy and susplcilon arc commonly associated with the age of wars. Jor
cxample, when we declare that e intend to estublish the Greater East

Asia Co~prosperity Sphere, sane states are apt to doubt if Japan, monopo=-

lizing the Grecter East Asia including the South Scas, is going to shut

out other powecrs from the area and to deny their rightful actions therein.
k)

This is not truc. The object therof is to do cway with all the improper

conducts and measures which the western powers have hithcrto practiced

aa well 2s all the unnatural restrictions imposed by them upon the right=-

ful actions of human beings in the field of their economic activitics

such as commerce, enterprisc, camaunications, traffic and the like in the

wreater Bast Asia Co-prosperity opherece 4nd our country also wishes to

in order to promote

act on the samc cqual basis with the other powers,
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the prosperity and stabilization of all the races in the Grecatcr East
&sia Sphere,

S0 that they may walk along the path of mutual tolerance

In short, Japan, unlike the practice hitherto comitted by the weste-

Crn powers neither intends to Swallow up any territories nor conquer, nor

exploit any people in this Spherce On the contrary, Japan wants to free,

the natives from the imperialistic oppressions,

to love them as brothers

and sisters instead of treating t.em as slaves, and to estublish o rela-

tion of mutual existence and pProsperity. The reason why Japan intcnds

to adopt such a policy is not because of the regard for othar states, or

because she considers it a wise policy ander the present trend of the

world, but because of her fear of Heaven, That our country is the divine

land means, in a Sense, that if our state acts in accordance with Provi-

dence, we can enjoy divine grace, whereas if not, we shall incur the

wrath of Heaven, Therefore, when we carry out our foreign policy, I

believe that We must pay attention to the fact that our country is the

divine land, Indeed our future is full of difficulties, 4t the prescent
;

moment, we should exert ourselves to construct a Stronz defensive country

in which 100

V00,000 of us shall be united into one, and at the same time,

to consolidate the economiec relations in the Greater East Asia Sphere,

With these objectives in view, Mr, KOBAYASHI, Minister of Commerce

and Industry, has been specially se
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to strengthen coalition with Thelland and other countries in the futurec,
In connection with the prescnt pact, I should like to touch upon how
our country should deal with the reclations between us and the Sovict
Unione
The relations between our country and the Soviet Union, heretofore,
have not becen friendly for various reasons, but I believe that at this
critical moment vhich night be called the time of a world revolution, both
countries should not quarrcl with each other at the corner of East Asila,
I believe that the time has now came when, if there is any misunderstanding
or if there arc any pending problocms between the two countriecs, we should
now try to remove or scttle them and should cooperate for a greatcer
mission, In the Soviet Union they are repeatedly saying that they won't
pick up chestnuts in the firc for any other states This to the samc with
every natione Under the present circumstances ncthing would be more favou-
rable to othcr states in the world than conflict between the Soviet Unilon
and Japane I believe nothing would result more in picking up Chestnuts
in the fire for othcrs than this, Accordingly in article 4 of the
present treaty, we have made if elecar that this pact shall not at all
affect the relations between the Soviet Union and the contracting powers
-- Japan, Germany and Italy. However, We can ncver tolerate communism
to be prevalent in our country of in both Manchuria and China, and it
gocs without saying that there is further nced for the strict control
of ite Thercfore, onc of thc objectives of the movement of "SHINTAISEIL"

(the New Order), for instance, should be to eliminate, on onc hand, every

social contradiction from which dangecrous thoughts are liable to spring

- ]__3 -
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and to strengthen the spirit of the Imperial Way by holding our nation
closcly together, and practising social justice, and on the other, to
root out such ideologics as cammunism end democracy which do not fit to
our national structure., Practically speasking, under the present intor=
national situation, we are compelled to handle the question of ideology .
as a damestic problem, rcther than an intcrnational and ve have to deal
with intornational questions, nemely questions between once country and
anothcr, apart froec the question of ideologye. Strictly speakFing, this
is o very difficult problem, but I believe we should consider it as the
actual tcndeney of the existing intcrnational political situation and
deal with it accordingly. In this conncction, I wish you will have a
deep insigzht into the fact, and consider the two factors separat ly.

The last point I should lik: to touch upon on this pact is the fact
that although it has been ecffected, it does not necessarily mean that
Japan will take pert in the Europcan War, Or will immediately makc an
encmy of any power othcr than Germany and Itely. So long as the powers
which have not yet participatcd in the European War or thc¢ China
Incident do not attack any of the throe Countries--Japan, Germany and

taly, nor disturb our plan of the Greater East 4sia Co=prosperity Sphere,
our country is willing to be in fricndly terms with them and to share in
thc godsend benefits. It goes without saying that we have no intention

of breeding unneccssary troubles with them, Therofore we should strictly

refrain from raising any rash anti-fore ign agitation without any justi=-

fiablc recasonse
By the way, as there are instances in which a trivial mattcr result-

o 1k o




scquence oreffcet, I should like to add a fow morc
words in this connection. I darec say it is not infrequent that thc

attitude of our policcmen in charge of forecign nationals is apt to be

irritating towara tocm, To be frank with you, this statc

¥ L W ohe
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~F affair has so far turncd out to be unfavourable to our country in

with intcrnatioual problcms.

arc in a period of cmcrgcncy ané¢ it may be mae difficult,

I am sure, todeal with this affalr thau in normal times, but for the

very rcason that thils 1s an cmergency, I hope you will be all the morc

prudcnt about this mattere 1 should likec to ask you to stop, as far as

possible, any intcrfercence or supcrvision whicl 3 apparently not 1in

7ith our cammon schnsce &t the same time, I should like to ask you

line

in ad -

™

to instruct our pcople to be magnanimous worthy of a grecet nation

vancing toward our great aim. 1 belicve that the pact which has bee

concludeé this time shows this dircction very clearly.
that the dark clouds and fog that had long becn hanging low before us

since the outbreak of the China Incident have now becen swept away, and

e can now scc & brizat future full of hope, though the way to 1t may be

very difficult and lt=_,fep. I earncstly v. and em counting on you that

you officials will make our pcople understand w7all what I have said today

and at this eritical moment hen the destiny of the "YALLTO" race,
(Japanesc) nay, of the entire human beings of the world may be deter-
with our whole

mined, you will render your secrvice to our country together

100,000,000 pcoplc united as ongc body
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