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The Homorable,
The eeretary of the Nawy

Near Mr, Jecrefary:

1 inclose herewith a copy of a letter of
transmitted to the “eoretary of tate reque
vigorous protest be tranemitted to the Japanese Covernm-
nent regarding the masssere on December 14, 1944 of about
140 officers and nem of our respective services who had
boen held as prisoners of var on Falaven Island. The
views of the '‘tate Departnent were alse reguested with
respect to the desirability of an official publicity
relense YW the Servieces with respect to this ineidemt.
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WASHINGTON

24 April 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL McCARTHY:

I have been furnished today by OPD with a

copy of a memorandum by Judge Patterson dated
23 April 1945 which the Secretariat should have

for its information. 1 do not see any reason
for cireculating 1%,

o b WL
R, AMMI CUTTER

Colonel, General Staff Corps
Assistant Executive

Cy memo 23 Apr 45 Mr. Patte
Re: Release of accounts of atrocities,.

Note: A copy of a note from Mr. Forrestal on
the same subject, received subsequently,

is also enclosed,




B —————
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rppile
(Note by Gen Hodes)

"
8/ thru Kyle requested
U 5 to handle th
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21 April 1945 JAPANESE ATROCITY RELEASES

I talked over the telephome today with Secretary of State
Stettinius who confirmed my interpretation of our agreement as

to such releases -- gtated in ny diary ajde-memoire of 9 January
1945,

The State Department is to be kept informed and consul ted
a8 to our general policy on atrocity releases. But the decision
A8 10 whether they are to be released rests with the Army and
Navy.

In particular I told Mr, Stettinius that it would not be
practical for each theater commander to give us in sdvance each
atrocity for clearance here in Washington: that we would have
to give discretion for such releases to the theater commanders
with the understanding that if such stories were of a political
character such as to affect the State Department they were

entitied to request a reconsideration and modification of our
rolicy.

I informed Judge Patterson of my conversation with the
Secretary of State and he undertook te transmit the information
to the Secretary of War and to the Chief of Staff of the Army .

JF¥:HCO
4-2)-45

CC: Hon, John J, McCloy
Hon, Robert P, Patterson
Fleet Admiral King




MEMORANDUM FOR COLOVEL MoCARTHY

I have been furnished today by OPD with a

copy of a memorandum by Judge Patterson dated

23 April 1940 which the Secretariat should have
for 1% information, I do not see any reason
for cirenlating 1%,

Colonel, Gemeral Staff Corpe
Assistant Zxecutive

Ene.

Cy memo 23 Apr 45 Mr . Patterson to Mr. Stimeon
Re: Release of accounts of atrocities.
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Extract from the Mimutes of the Committees of Three;
“The general feeling was that from time to tine stories should
be released.”

The sachinery for coordinating the three departaents on the release
of atroeity stories, which sight eoffect our diplomatic dealings in an
effort to aid prisoners of war, exists in the Interdepartamental Board
on Prisoners of War (composed of representatives of State, Var and Navy
Departaents). It appears desiradle $o0 have the activities of this bdoard
conducted under the general supervision of the SWNOC. If this 1s done,

the comaittes can from time to time direct the Interdepartaental Board
$0 release or vithhold iaformation as the situation requires. If this

$idance and supervieion of the SWNCC. Such action 1is indicated by the

Joiat letter from the Secretaries of VWar and Savy %o the Secretary of
State which estadlished the Committee ia which they said "*all liaisen
activities between the State Departaent, on the one hand, and the Var
and Navy Departaents, oa the other, are brought to the attention of the

comnittee for its emerciee of g%neral gunidance and supervision of such
“‘1""..0.0
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Minn&gg of anzgh Mggging

‘he minutes of the fourth meeting were accepted without amendment.

1

|

2. Officiel Publicity Campaien wit h_Reference 10 Japanese and German Treat- :
:

ment o Anericen Prisoners of Var (Agenda Item #1)

It was noted that the Secretaries of State, Var and Navy had recently de-

termined that the final decision as to matters of publicity with respect to

treatment of prisoners reste with the Yar and Nevy Lepartments but thet the

advice of the State Department is to be éought before any publicity campaign

is undertaken. Mr. Gufler stated that there is presently in existence an

Interdepartmentel Board on Prigoners of Var and that this principle is already

followed by that com

L2 security controls. At

. YeClov's suggestion, it was sgreed that this Interdepertmental Bonrd be

the forum for discussion of the metter, inssmuch as all interested depsrtments

are represented on it, snd that any publicity cammeigns proposed by Army or

Navy should be brought there for discussion. It wes further pereed thet the

Board should operste subject to the genersl supervision of the SWIICC to whiceh

|

1t should be prepared to report on request,

+he Secretarist wase directed to

initiate 2ction to have the Interdenprtmental Board funetion in the meanner

outlined.

e Lat i ol

On motion of Mp,. McCloy end lt/vas agrecd to defer discussion

of this item to the next meeting,

4. Var and Nav Deps

ant lep “‘0- €s on the Combined Liberate
Comn CLAC enda ltem #2)

Mr. MeCloy and Genersl Hilldring reitereted the lar Vepartment position

that no military members should be/ formally Nesigneted for thie committee in

'

view of the fact that the problgms to be consillered are primarily of interest

to the civilian agencies and over the period foNowing militery responsibility,

It was sgreed that the profosal conteined in the Se

TOP SECRET

etary of Var's letter
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this comAittee., A Copy in which the specific changes from JCS 1087

are shown ¥ould also be available for subglission to Ambassador Winant.

It was agree further that when the pPapey is sent to Ambassador Vinant

information. It vas agreed thet after/an aegreed recomrendetion had

been returned fronm Luropesn Advisory Qommission it vould

be submitted to

the Joint Chiefs of taff before findl action.

11, ALISTRUCTIONS\TO AlBASSADOR MURPHY CONICERIING JCS

“urphy with respect to contxol of /German; ir. MeCloy noted that this

proposed reply basically instMuects nim to follow JCS 1087 and, in so

doing is contrary to the BritisH\view thet the machinery followed in

ltoly should be adepted to Gepr

any., after further discussion, it was

agreed that the Committee woulki recomgend the reply should be gent NS

submitted, with a ninor revision in the Wirst paragrenh suggested by

Mr. Dunn, and thet » copy of/anmbagsador

‘ulphy's telesrem and the reply

- \
should be then furnished to/the Joint Chivfs\Qf Staff for information.

\

12, TURKISH STRAITS. | \

It wes noted by Mr. Lunn thet the Droposed paner on this

subject had been cleared fnformnlly with Var and Nave Departments for

submission to the Prosidoﬁt.

Ur. Gotes stated that this wos correct,

subject to the davy g attitude alrerdy expressed by memorandum to the

State Department that the United Stotes should definitely Particivete, if

revision of the existing situnstion is to be discussed.

13, PUBLICITY TO RBE GIVEN JAPANESE Al GERIALT ¢TROCITESL_
Mr. ary Forrestal wished

10 raise the question of giving publicity to atrocities agrinst United

Stetes military men eceptured by our enemies, Mossrs.Riddleberger, Dooman

end Gufler of the State Department were called in to dis cussg the matter

and, after discussion, it wes agreed that the State Deprrtment would prepare
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an esnelysis of the problem by 9 January so that the matter could be dis-

cussed by the Secretaries of State, YWar and Navy at that tinme,

14, ALD TO SWITZERLAND.

Ur. Dunn stated that th Germans were preparing/to discuss

trade sgreements with the Swiss 9 January 1945, The/agreement of this

government exnired on 1 January J945. He pointed out /that it wrs the view

0f the State Department that morg could be accomnlighed through negotie-

tions than through threats snd that we would, no goubt, have to offer some

inducement in the vay of treade ods in order to secure o diminution in

the Swiss trade with Germany. Mr. leCloy askef if the State Depnrtment

objected to the bombing of the o llvey apnrofiches to Switzerland in

Itelian territory. Mr. Dunn st €d that gfiite to the contrarv he thought

it was a good idesa. admiral Villlson seid that SACIED (Generel Alexander)

had all the authority necessarv pnd it/ves up to him to bomb these appro-

scheg when, in his opinion, thevlofffred s profitable target. Mpr,. MeCloy

aszed Mr, Dunn to make svalleble the Var and Javy Depertments a state~

ment of State Deprrtment nolicy this ouestion for study prior to pre-

ne Comnittee of Three. Mr. Dunn sgreed

and stated that depertments

He further stated thet it

S WHICH ARISE IN COINTECTION
s d AllD FAR EASTERN AREAS.

r, Gotef proposed thet o shbcommittee be annointed to consider
:

matters which arfse in connection wit® the control of Facific and Fap

Legstern arens.

“his wes ngreed. My, Dunn designated Mr. sugene H

id,

Dooman as thf Stete Department representstive. Mr., lieClovy and Mr.

Gates statédd thet they would designrte representotives after consultation

with their depertments.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE
BRASION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

January 9, 1945

Colonel McCarthy: { Ad L ’

It 18 suggested that the
attached memorandum be made the
firet subject of our agenda for
Friday's meeting. This memorandum

18 referred for information and
comment.

In view of Mr, McCloy's
interest in this matter you may
wish to invite his attention to
this memorandum at an early

date. /ﬁ’n

Harold W. Mose¢ley




Swigestion thet an officlel Publieity Ceswalss
e Liroctec Againet Japan and Usrmany ‘ased of
WA Sreatment of /merliehn [TLs0ners of Dar,

It 1s recommended for the reascns set forth below
et no offieliel publicity campalyn based on Germsn and
Japsnese treatment of Asericen prisoners of war Lo
undertusken at present:

dadall

Ae 21w Nellel and PFrotection of averle
SALE L0 JEDAS 98 AT,

This Government Lssued through the Wer snd ftute
Jopartaents on Jamiary 30, 1044, le Y stutaments
regarding Japunese miastrectment of
of war, WAy
improvement in the treatment 2y the Jepsnese of Aserie
cans in thelr hande a2 a result of this publicitys On
the other hand, the Jupanese charscterised Lhds publiee
l.t.! as an “atrocity story cearpuign® and for six monthe
aeld up all neogotistions lfor the sellivery of relief
supplies to Americens in thelr Lends. They also mude
great alrfieculiles wbout viaslts b3 representatives of
the protecting Fower wid the International Fed Crong
Commuittee to ciaps where A ericar e |

4o fellowing projects are &t p
tistion or underw
Americuns in Jup

*. feliarl nﬁplle ¢ transshdpped via Slberie are
at "

at bolng stributed in camps in Nenchuria and
JEPAR proper and are belng moved Lo overseas territories
under Jepanese occoupation on Japunese vesaels undey

snegri oidd
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American Navel safe conducte The Department ls pressing
for future transshipments of relliefl suppiles over
Soviete-Siberian ports wnd has hopes that such shipments

o4n be arranged on &4 regular basls,

o Nail communications have been opened up with
the Bast via Siberiea and suppliles of vitamins and
drugs are golng forward in the mall pouches.

%. Efforts are belng made with some hope of sude
coss for future civillan exchange and slck und wounded
repatriation operations,

4. lNegotiations wre underway for & reciproocal
axtension of inereased facllities for camp Inspections
by International Red Cross representatives,

Be Jerasons ol Japax Lace Lyvacusted
Yoo 2 b » o ™} ¢

Jearetary of Wear “"timson and Secretary of Uw
Interior Ickes have amounced &4 new polley toward pore
sons of Japunese race sveouasted from the West Counst,
These persons have been confined 1in centers that are
in effect & cross Letween Indlan reservations and cons
contration camps, Trforts to arrange for the voluntary
relocation of the eveacuses inte normel American 1ife
produced only limited success, Nearly 80,000 of the
total of over 100,000 evacuees remaln in the centers.
There is basls for a fewr that these people wre be-
coming pesuperised and that thls country might de faced
with tho permunent contimuation of "Juparese reserve-
tionas e

sith the recpening of the west cosst to persons of
Jupane se reoe 1t was declded Lo transfer o the eparte
ment of .hutlaoltho S000 to tO({O persons whom t.h-ﬁlr
Departmant conslidors as posalibly dangerous to publle
safl'e and to relocate tﬁ mi.ndlr of the Japanene
into merican compmunity. To the end of speeding
this relocation, measmures are belng taken to close &ll
of the centers within the next s2ix months,

It 12 to be hoped that the new pollcy cun be pree-
sented through the protecting Power Iin such & way &s
to cause & favorable resction by Jupan. I at the

erucisel stage in the solution of ouwr domestie Jamlmo:to
prooiom




sroblen this Covernment emberks on & publicity cume
palgn on Jepanese atroeitics, we are likely to be
Gocused of trying to cover up some unfavoreble sotion
toward owr Japunese population,

least Quliescent,
Paelllic coast doeos exirt.

eivie disorder, sasassie-

ny Japanese be permitted to

An officlel campalgn
o the sort suggested would likely be seized upon by

irreconcllable elomonts as & basis for altation
against the sdministration's new polleye

velhwvior, ospecial)

prisoners under conditions of sucecosslve

L&y roevorses

inereasing oan nationals Iin Juwpune se
Landes,. ' ' 2w ROTe reason to recome
Wond Lhat our pollicy concerning the relosre of storics
of atroveitlies committed by the Jipunose shall be in
fccordance with the declzione of the nterdepurtmental
Hoard on Priscnere of War (composed of representatives

of var, State, and Navy) et its meeting on December 14,
i944, ar followss

qu Atrocitly storles may be relgased on o perasonal
basins individuals sud jeot only to the necessary
closrance for security purpcosos,

é. Aficlal relesses of atrocity acecunts shall
net lasued or cleared by the War Jepartasnt, the
vy Depertment, or the Department of State without
coordination fmong thems This courdination L P

in . 1l matters of

M@:r o & mooting of the Interdoparte
aon oAard may be called,

e 4N
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An official relecne is defined as & stutenment
or & release Llssued by the State, Wer or Navy Departe
nnta. or any othar suthorized agency of the Covernment,
or 4 statement by an agent spesking lor any of the fore~
goings also & statement & theater comuander or an
mthu'iud statement in his behwnlfl,

(These decisions have received the formal approval of

Par and State. This approval has Deen make known teo
the Navy Depertment by both of the other Departments.)

TN

The Cermans have shown themselves maich lese sone
sitive to publliecity regarding atrocities. It hws boen
the custom of this Covermnment to lssue stories on
spocific instances, such ar the recent shwollng of 150
imericans, asz they ocowurred. It is recommanded lor tiw
following reacons that thie poliey de contimied and
that no general publliclity campsalgn apadnst Cermany be
exburked on &4t the present time:

e oLec s Rellel, and Repa
A ON € SMBTLCEaNn RAS L.__!

ile There is &4t present underway an operation lor
the répatristion of over 400 American sericusly clck
and wvounded prisoners of war and for the exchange of
about 800 elivilian internees. This operation, which
will take sbout aix weoks to lete, 1s one of &
sories that have been sucoessfully completed. It 1s
hoped, sand there 12 wmple pmdnnt for the hope, Lthat
sush operations may econtinue indefinitely Iin Lhe future.

Although conditions in Cerman prisonsr of war

nt ¢ r m deterliorati with tlw deteriora-
tion or the &om: iy situation - and with

thol.nnromlntho dmmmwomprh-
oners (now estimated st over 80,000) conditions we not
intolerable. Repreosentatives of the protecting Fower,
e Internatlo Red Crose Committee, and the Var
Frisoners' Ald of the Y.N.Celhe are atlill allowed (Tee
sccona to the campr and re fully on conditlionse

The Cerman Govermment still deliwvers free of shlipring

chiarres




charges through ite ralirosd snd commmunicstions rystem,
the Hed Cross relief parcels sent in sbundant MO L U
to our frhomrl. Tho parcels contain supplies of
food, clothing, and medicines that are vita) iy indlge

pensable to our people,

P
. and Urest Mritain. Major
Jeneral Narker (Ceneral :isenhower!s O=1l) on & recent
Vislt to Waahington reccmsmended the resunption of
silpments of prisoners of war to the United “tates. e
reported that the prisonors are & burden on the tiesutar
and thousendes of them are without blankets or beds,
overcoats, or housing. Many of them had neo
Whatscevwr and nothing to lie upon recent.iy,
they have been provided with straw and although
for tent housing Ls not avallable

' e added that so &y
authorities had been ruccesaful in preventing visits to
the camps by reprecentatives of the protecting Power,

Within the last thoree duys, *
ceived & formal request from the Government of Switzere
iland, as protecting Fower for the German Covernment,
for permission for “wiss representatives to visit our
prisoner of war enclosures in France and Great ritain,
it will be necessary for us t¢ accede to this request

: realghtening out the condie

tions under which we hold German prisconers in the
‘uropesn Thoater (either by o resmugption of ehipments
o the United States or otherwise) or be in seriocus
danger of being charged with a fallure to fulfill the
Geneva Convention,

In view of the situation outlined we are at prese
ent vulnerable to retort should we base an atrocity
Fubllelitly cumpalygn on German trestment of iericen prire
oners of war,

“wPsihoutllerior
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MEMORANDUM JOR MR, NeCLOY:

A policy vith reference %0 the publication of Japanese atrocities
vas approved by the Segretary of Var on 28 Degembder 1944, Thie poliey
vas written in a neeting of the Interdepartaental Board of Prisoners of
Var on wvhich the Yar Departasnt is represented by Major General Surles
(Duresn of Public Relations), Brig. Oeneral Berry (0-1), Brig. General
Brysa (Assistant Provest Marshal General), and others, Poliey is as

fellows:
1. ASrecity stories may be relensed on a personal dasis Wy

individuals sudject only to the necessary clearance for seouriily

parpe ses.
2. Vfficial relenses of atrocity accounts shall not be issued

or cleared YW the ¥War Departaeat, the Havy Departacat, or the Depart-
ment of S5%ate without cocrdination smong them, This coordinatien
nay be conducted informally Shrough the appropriate agencies in

each of the aforesald departaents, Iif satters of high poliey are

involved, a meeting of the Interdepartacntal Soard say be called,
3. An official release ig defined as & statenent or a release

fessued by the Btate, Var or Nawy Departasnts, or any other suthor-
ized agenay of the Govermment, or a statement Wy an agent speaking
for any of the foregoing: alee & statentat by & theater comnander or

an suthorized statenent in his dehalf,

4. 1t wvas agreed that the Departusat of State should make this
policy known to the Offiee of VWar Information, the Var Shippiag Deard,
the Pirector of Censorship, and any other agencies of the Goveraaent
vhich seay be concerned and request thelir cooperation,

On Jamuary 6 the Buresn of Pudblic Lelations netified Aray commanders
in the FPagific of this cstadlighed Var Departaent policy.

Joint Chiefs of Staff have indicated (JOS 794) Shat ia their opinion
final decigions is one teo be made by the Var and Navy Departaeats. They
perceive no objection to coordinating the Siming of releases along lines
recommended by the Department of State,

¥ith reference to the release of Geraan atrocities stories, the
only ¥ar Departaent policy in effegt at the pregent is one that re-
stricts the release of stories from repatriated individuals for fear
that the pudlication of such stories might endanger future repatriations.
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MEMORANTUN JTOR MR, MeCLOY:

A policy with reference $0 the publication of Japanese atreocities
wvas approved Wy the Segretary of Var on 28 Degenbder 1944, This poligy
was writton ia & neoting of the Interdepartacntal Board of Priscnery of
Var on vhich the Yar Departasat is represented b2y Najor General Surles
(Durean of Pudlie Relations), Brig. Oeneral Berry (0-1), Brig. Gemeral
Brysn (Assistant Provest Marshal OGemeral), and others. Poliqy is as

follows:
1. Atroecity stories say e released on a personal basie Wy

individuals sudject only to the necessary clearance for seourity

parposes,
2. Ufficial relenses of atrocity acoounts shall not be issued

or cleared by the War Departacat, the Navy Lepartaeat, or the Depart-
sent of Htate vithout cocrdination aseng them, This coordination
nay be condueted informally shrough she appropriate agenecies in

each of the aforesaid departaents. If satters of high poliey are
invoilved, & meeting of the Ianterdepartacsntal Soard say de called,

3. An official release ig defined as & statonent or a reloase
issued by the State, Yar or Navy Lepartmente, or any other sathor-
ized agenay of the Govermment, or a statensnt by an agnt speaking
for any of She foregoing: alse & stateasnt by & Sheater comsander or
an suthorised statement in his dehalf,

é. it was sgreed that the Departasat of State should make this
policy kunowa S0 the Office of Var Inforsation, the Var Shipping Joard,
the Director of Censorshipy, and any other agencies of the Goveraaent
which nay be concernsd and reguest their cooperation.

On January 6 the Buresn of Pubdlie Relations netified Aray commanders
in the Pacific of Shis csstadblished ¥Var Departasnt poliey.

Joint Chiefs of Staff have indicated (JOS 794) that in their epinien
final decisions is one to be made by the Yar and Navy Departacats. They
pereeive no objection to coordinating the Siming of releases along lines
recommended by the Departaeat of State,

¥ith reference to the release of German atrocities stories, the
only Yar Departaent policy in effeet at the present is one that re-
stricts the release of etories from repatriated individuals for fear
that the publication of such stories might endanger future repatriations.




MEMORANIUN TOR MR, MeCLOY:

A policy with reference %o the pudlication of Japanege atrocities
vas approved by the Seeretary of Var on 28 Degender 1944. Thie poliey
vas writton ia & meeting of the Interdepartmental Board of Prisonerg of
¥ar on vhich the Yar Departaent is represented by Najor General Surles
(Buresn of Public Relations), Brig. General Berry (0-1), Brig. General
Brysn (Assistant Prevost Narshal Gemeral), and others. Poliey 10 as

epartaent, the Navy Departuent, or the Depart-
aent of 5%ate vithout coordination smong them,

say be conducted informally Shrough the appropriate agengies in
*ach of the aforesald departaents, If satters of high policy are
invoived, a aeeting of the interdepartacental Board say be called,

d. An official release 19 defined as o statement or o rel sage
lesued by the State, Yar or Nawy Vepartaents, or any other suthor-
ized agmay of the Goverament, or a statesment W an agent speaking
for any of the foregoing: also & statement by & theater commander or
an suthorised statement in his dehalf.

4. It vas agreed that the Departmcat of State should make this
policy known to the Office of War information, the War Shipping Board,
the Director of Censorship, and any other agencieg of the Governaent
vhich may be concerned sad request their oooperation.

On Jamuary 6 the Buresu of Pudlic Relations notified Army commanders
in the Pagific of this estadlished Var Departaent policy.

Joint Chiefs of Staff have indicat
final decisions 10 one %0 be made by They
perceive no objection to coordinating the Siming of relesges along lines
recommended by the Departaent of State,




S Jan 40

Colonel Whiteen and
Colonel McCarshy:

Yould ome of you be sure
%0 include on the agenda for
next Tuesday's meeting of the
Committes of Three the itea of
the desiradility of padblishing
Japanese atrosities and could
you find out vhat the last
thinking 1s in the War Departaent
and the Joiat Chiefs of Staff
on this sudject. The Secretary
of the Navy is going to driag
the matter up for discussion
and I would 1ike to have what-
ever material and thoughts we
have on the matter ready for
such discussion,

/o

J.J.Nol,




