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2 THE RUBAIYAT

VIiil
Whether at Naiéhpur or Babylon,
‘Whether the Cup with sweetor bitter run,
The Wine of Life keeps oozing drop by
drop,
The Leaves of Life keep falling one by one.
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THE. RUBAIYAT

XII

A Book of Verses underneath the Bough,
A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread—and Thou
Beside me singing in the Wilderness—

Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!
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6 THE RUBAIYAT

XHI

Some for the Glories of rvI‘his World; and some
Sigh for the Prophet’s Paradise to come;
Ah, take the Cash, and let the Credit go,

Nor heed the rumble of a distant Drum !
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8 THE RUBAIYAT

Xiv

Look to the blowing Rose about; us—*“Lo,

“Laughing,” she says, “into the world
I blow,

“At once the silken tassel of my Purse

“Tear,.and its Treasure on tbe Garden

throw.”
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10 THE RUBAIYAT

XV

And those who husbanded the Golden
grain,

And those who flung it to the winds
like Rain,

Alike to no such aureate Earth are
turn’d

As, buried once, Men want dug up again.
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12 THE RUBAIYAT

XVI
The Worldly Hope men éet their Hearts
~ upon |
Turns Ashes—or it prospers;and anon,
Like snow upon the Desert’s (iusty Face,

Lighting a little hour or two—is gone.
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14 THE RUBAIYAT

- XIX

I sometimes think that never blows so
red

The Rose as where some buried Caesar
bled;

That every Hyacinth the Garden wears

Drop in her Lap from some dnce lovely
Head.
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16 THE RUBAIYAT

XX

And this reviving Herb whose tender
Green

Fledges the River-Lip on which welean-—

Ah, lean upon it lightly! for who knows

From whalt orice lovely Lip it springs

unseen!
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i8 THE RUBAIYAT

XXI

Ah, my Beloved, fill the Cup that clears

To-day of past Regrets and future
Fears:

To-morrow —Why To-'morrow I may be

Myself with Yesterday’s Sev'n thousand

Years.
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20 THE RUBAIYAT

XXII

For some we loved, the loveliest and
the best

That from his Vintage rolling Time
hath prest,

Have drﬁnk their Cup a Round or two
before,

And one by one crept silently to rest.
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22 THE RUBAIYAT

XX
And we, that now make merry in the

Room

They left, and Summer dressesin new
bloom,

Ourselves must weé beneath the Couch
of Earth

Descend—ourselves to make a Couch—ifor

whom?
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24 THE RUBAIYAT

XX1V

Ah, make the most of what we yet
may spend,

Before we too into the Dust descend;

Dust into Dust, and under Dust fo lie,

Sans Wine, sans Song, sans Singer,

and—sans End!
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26 THE RUBAIYAT

XXV -
Alike for those who for To-day. prepare,

And those that after some To-morrow
-stare,
A Muezzin from the Tower of Darkness

cries,
“Iools! your Reward is neither Here

nor There.”
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28 THE RUBAIYAT

XX VI

Why, all the Saints and Sages who dis-

| cuss’d

Of the Two Worlds so wisely—they are |
thrust

Like foolish Prophets forth; their Words
to Scorn

Are scatter’d, and their Mouths are stont

with Dust.
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30 THE RUBAIYAT

XXVII
Myself when young dici eagerly frequent
Doctor an_d}‘Sa,int, and heard great argu-
ment
About it and about: but evérmore
Came out by the same door where in

I went.
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32 THE RUBAIYAT

XX VI
With them the seed of Wisdom did I
SOW, | ' |
And with rﬁine own hand wrought to
make it grow;
And this was all the Harvest that I
reap’d—

“I came like Water, and like Wind I go.””
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34 THE RUBAIYAT

- XXIX
Into this Universe, and Why not know-
ing
Nor Whence, like Water willynilly
flowing;
And out of it, as Wind along the Waste,
1 know not Whither, willy-nilly blowing.
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36 ' THE RUBAIYAT

XXX
What, without asking, hither hurried
Whence? |
And, without asking, Whither hurried
hence!
Oh, many a Cup of this forbidden Wine

Must drown the memory of that insolence!
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38 THE RUBAIYAT

XL
Perplext no more with Human or Divine,
To-morrow’s tangle to the®winds resign,
And lose your fingers in the tresses of

The Cypress-slender Minister of Wine.
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40 THE RUBAIYAT

XLH

And if the wine you drink, the Lip you
press,

End in what All begins and ends in—Yes;

. Think then you are To-day what Y'es-
terday

You were—To-morrow you shall not be

less.
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42 THE RUBAIYAT

XLIIT

So when that Angel of the darker Drink
At last shall find you by the river-brink,
And, offering his Cup, invite your Soul
Forth to your Lips to quaff-—you shall

not shrini{.
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4 THE RUBAIYAT

XLIV
Why, if the Soul can fling the Dust aside,
And nakeﬂ on the Air of Heaven ride,
Were’t not .a Shame—were’t not a Shame
for him

In this clay carecase crippled to abide?
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46 THE RUBAIYAT

- XLIX
Would you that spangle of Existence
spend
About The Secret——-quick about it, Friend!
A Hair perhaps divides the False and
True—

And upon what, prithee, may life depend?
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48 THE RUBAIYAT

L
A Hair perhaps- divides the False and
True;
Yes; and a single Alif were the clue—
Could you but find it—to the Treasure-
house,

And peradventure to The Master too;
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50 " THE RUBAIYAT

LI

Whose secret Presence, through Creation’s
veins

Running Quicksilver-like eludes your
pains; | |

Taking all shapes from Mah to Mahi;and

but He

They change and perish all

re-mains;
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52 THE RUBAIYAT

L1l
A moment guess’d—then back behind the
Fold | |
Immerst of Darkness round the Drama
roll’d
~ Which, for the Pastime of Eternity,

He doth Himself contrive, enact, behold.
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54 THE RUBAIYAT

Lul

But if in vain, down on the stubborn floor
- Of Earth, and up to Heav’n’s unopening -

Door,

You gaze To-day, while You are You
how then

To-morrow, You when shall be You

no more?
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56 THE RUBAIYAT

LIy

Waste not your Hour, nor in the vain
pursuit |

Of This and That endeavour and dispute;

Better be jocund with the fruitful Grape

Than sadden after none, or bitter, Fruit.
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58 THE RUBAIYAT

LXI

Why, be this Juice the growth of God,
who dare

Blaspheme the twisted tendril as a Snare?

A Blessing, we should use it, should
we not?

And if a Curse—why, then, Who set

it there?



% B W =

59

-t

Gt B W & W
= B ORJF &
oA e ¥ o5
= 1E M & I
£ X 5
2 g K B
i o
=i S A

—

W

In

T OO X Eg 1



60 THE RUBAIYAT

LXIII

Oh threats of Hell and Hopes of Paradise!

One +thing at least is certain—This
Life flies;

One thing is certain and the rest is Lies;

The Flower that once has blown forever

dies.
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82 THE RUBATYAT

LXIV
Strange, is. it not? that of the myriads
who |
" Before us pass’d the door of Darkness
throuéh,
Not one returns to tell us of the Road,

Which to discover we must travel too.
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64 THE RUBAIYAT

LXXIV |
Yesterday This Day’s Madness did pre-
pare;
T@morrow’s Silence, Triumph, or Despair:
Drink! for you know not whence you
came, nor why:
Drink! for you know not why you go,

nor where.
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66 THE RUBAIYAT

XCI

Ah, with the Grape my fading Life pro-
vide,

And wash the Body whence the Life has

died, | |

And lay me, shrouded in the living Leaf,

By some not unfrequented Garden-side.
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68 THE RUBAIYAT

XCII
That ev’n my buried Ashes such a snare
Of Virtage shall fling up into the Air
‘As not a True-believer passing by

But shall be overtaken unaware,
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0 THE RUBAIYAT

XCII

Indeed the Idols T have loved so long

Have done my credit in this World much
wrong:

Have drown’d my Glory in a shallow Cup,

And sold my Reputation for a Song.
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72 THF, RUBAIYAT

XCIV
| Indeed, indeed, Repentance oft before
I swore—but was I sober when I swore?
And then and then came Spring, and
Rose-in-hand

My threadbare Penitence apieces tore.
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74 THE RUBAIYAT

XCVI

Yet Ah, that Spring should vanish with
the Rose!

That Youth’s sweet-scented manuscript
should close!

The Nightingale that in the branches
sang,

Ah whence, and whither flown again,

who knows!



" OBE OB =

75

Ju N

T KR
oA E A FE
%k B % R
TS X
o FE R W
Wi # W du 2o
e % 48 e 8
K ¥E 1 4 Ko



78 THE RUBAIYAT

XCIX

Ah Love! could you and I with Him con-
spire

To grasp this sorry Scheme of Things
entire,
Would not we shatter it to bits—and then

Re-mould it nearer to the Heart’s Desire!
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78 THE - RUBAIYAT

c
Yon rising Moon that looks for us again—
How oft; hereafter will she wax and wane;
How oft hereafter rising look for us

Through this same Garden—and for one -

in vain!
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