
Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



b COE MR ET ME EAE SEEN x 

rey 

. FC WO , 
SION OOS A 

iA) Gy : 
CE Lj Se ‘ Lies COV 

Cr a 

Ooles. 61 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



AN D 

OPIN TONS 

OF 

TRISTRAM SHANDY, 
GENTLEMAN, 

Ca al ‘ } y ir A 

Tapaooe Tes AySpames 6 ra Tpaypola, 
< 4 “ ~ A A “! 

aAara ra Tept Tov Tpaypaioy, Aoypaalate 

VOL %& 

1760.   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)



Copyright © Cambridge University Library ; 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



and OPINIONS 

  

oth of them, as they 

equally bound to it, 

ey wére about wh 

y duly confider’d 

how much depended upon what ‘they 

were then doing; —that not only the 

roduction of at § Was con- 
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] 
s his genius and the very 

, for aught they knew 

en the fortunes-of his 

1¢ humours senha difpofitions which were 

in the nine, fr 

r is likely to fee me.— 

this is not fo 

ble a thing as.many of you 

think it; — you have al I dare fay, 

heard of the anim 

et tas as Se ete 
luUCCEHES and mis 

motion Janend non their 
aepena up neirm 

C i 
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tivity, and the different track 

you put the -m-into; fo t 

are once 

simetimes tha 

Pray, my dear, 

you not forgot 

Good ee ! crie 

excla 

h 

J 

twas your 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library ; 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



Corr Ave. 

Then, pofitively, there is nothing 

in the queftion, that I can fee, either good 
or bad.- Then let me tell you, Sir, 

it was a very unfeafonable queftion at 

leaft,—becaufe it fcattered and difperfed 

the animal fpirits, whofe bufinefs it was 

to have efcorted and gone hand-in-hand 

with the HOMUNCULUS, and cc 

duéted him fafe to the place deftined for 

his reception. 

The Homuncuuvws, Sir, in how-ever 

low and ludicrous a light he may appear, 

in this age of levity, to the eye of folly 

or prejudice ; — to the eye of reafon in 

{cientifick refearch, he ftands confefs’d— 
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ie ad 
who, by the bye, have the moft enlarged 

underftandings, (their fouls being in- 

verfely as their enquiries) fhew us-incon- 

teftably, That the Homuncutus is 

created by the fame hand, —engender’d 

in the fame courfe of nature,—endowed 

with the fame loco-motive powers and 

faculties with us: That he confifts, 

as we do, of fkin, hair, fat, flefh, veins, 
arteries, ligaments, nerves, cartileges, 
bones, marrow, brains, glands, genitals, 
humours, and articulations ; -Is a Be- 
ing of as much aétivity,——and, in all 
fenfes of the word, as much and as truly 
our fellow-creature as my Lord Chancel- 
lor of England.—He may be benefited, 
he may be injured, _—he may obtain re- 

{s;—-in a word, he has all the claims 
of humanity, which Tully, 
or the beft ethick writers 

Bape, allow 
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eee eae 

allow to arife out 

Sir, what/if any accident 

allen‘ him in his way alone >——— 

at, thro” terror of it; ‘natural to fo 

traveller, my little gentleman 

y's end iby 

worn 

Cc ao oS of nervés, he 
i 
{tarts; or < 

and fancies alle 

{; e; © te a pher could ev 
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P | 4O my uncle Mr. Toby Shandy do | 

| ftand indebted for the preceding 

anecdote, to whom my father, who was 

an excellent natural philofopher, and 

given to clofe Sait ae upon the 

tters, had oft, and RARE 

n’d of the injury ; but once more 

Age as igs uncle Toby well re- 
gerd, upon his obferving a af] 

ccountable obli iY (as he call’d it) 

g up my top, and 

es upon which J 
13 

entleman fhook 

tone more expreffive 

PPRAGR Tre uid 

and he 

ae 

on 
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vy ae | a 7 

That I thould neither think noE 

like any other man’s child: —— By; 
nued he, 

1e months 

Mr. Toby Shandy 

yrmed of the a 

im very Ww 

m
m
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0: 7h 

find themfelves ill at eafe, unlefs they a 

let into the whole fecret from firft to laft, 

of every thing which concerns you 

LC 

It is in pure compliance with this hu- 

mour of theirs; and froma backy efs 

in By nature to difappoint any one foul 

, that I have Bech fo very particu- 

fe ang opinions are Cia 

al take in all 1et > Po yecture right, 

ranks, profeffions, and denominat Or 

1en wha Ite Ver.~ —be no lefs r 

1 turn out, 

, ae ow;- 

to confult 
J L 

n; and thet 
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[ 10 ] 
that I have begun 

felf in the way I have done; 

that I am able to go on tracing 

thing in it, as Horace fays, ab Ovo. 

Florace, 1 know, does not recommend 

this fafhion altogether: But that gentle 

man is {peaking only of an epic poem 
4 ich a tragedy ;—(I forget tio Ua 

if it was not fo, I fhould beg I 

Pe tdon ;—for in writing sae I have fet 

, 1 fhall confine myfelf neither to 

his Ailes nor to any man’s rules that ever 

lived. 

To fuch, however, 

go fo far Hale? into thes 
give no better a 

{kip over the remai 
me 
Chapter; for I decl 

; 
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te only for the curious and inquifi- 

tive. 

_ ~Shut the door. - ee 

I was begot in the night, betwixt the firft 

Sunday and the firft i nies in the month 

of March, in the year of our Lord one 

thoufand’ feven hundred: and eighteen. 

Tam pofitive I was. — But how I came 

to be fo very particular in my account 

of a thing which happened before I was 

born, is owing to another fmall anecdote 

known only in our own family, but now 

made public for the better clearing up 

this point. 

My father, you muft know, who was 

originally a Turky merchant, but had left 

off bufinefs for fome years, in order to 

retire to, and die upon, his paternal eftate 

in the county of-— , was, I believe, 
one 
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It was attended but wit! 

tune, which, in a great m 

Yfhall carry with me 

namely, that, from an un 

of ideas which 

ture, it fo fell out 

mother could n¢ 

into her head, —¢& vice ve 
ee aed, Sen a pol ftrange combi tT 
Ata OG aE he Aes eee cious Locke, who certal 

hen parhire orielecriine the nature of thefe things 
l hate 
hiave 

ver prejudice whatfoever. 

t this by the bye. 
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[ 14 ] 
NI At Re ANTS Aves J : INOW it appears, by a memorandum in 

my father’s pocket-book, which now lies 
upon the table, « feos on Ladle), 

ate my nnitieg abe father 

on his je souaney to London with 

fed tides to fix him at 

it appears 

S Phat d he did 

2 
May felicia *alddit 

almoft to -a-certainty, 

Sir, What was your 

December,—Fantary, and 

Why, Madamj—-he y 

t 
E 
f 

| a 
Pe 
ONL 
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to the gra uxed on, was as 

ths asanv huff Aj ths asany nulbana 

pected, —was | 

anfwer fc 
. b | 

dirty pia- 

1 the tlane tout the piane 

could be 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
mmons Aitribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3   icensed under Creative C



trive to be 

s, and employ 

great o 

good te 

her, “Phat 

at every turn ¢ 
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1 tiv 

has pelted me with 

mifadventures and crof 

“WN the begi 

& I inform’d 

bo Ori: ;-—bu 

No; 

for a chapt 

ou and I a 

gers to ea = 

been pre 

circumftances 

once.—You mui! 

I have und 

only my | 

ping 
i 2 
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19 
credit for a é€ more wif 

$ upon my outfide ;—and as v 
1 
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1 
a 

‘ftood to me an no 

all circle defcribed 

great world, of 

diameter, or there 

, Of which the coitage where 

od old:woman ii ~ is fuppofed to be 

ese a widow in great diftrefs, with 
three or four {mall children, in her forty- 

- 5] : 

feventh year; and as fhe was at that time 

a perfon of decent carriage, ——grave de- 

portmient, a woman moreover of few 

words, and withall an object of co ato 
fion, whofe diftrefs and filence under 

calPd out the louder for a friendly 

ee Vee ee bs ¥ a | couch’d with pity; and having often la- 
a mented an inconvenience, to which her 

hufband’s flock had for aH Ho been 

' naa ; 
| i the wife of the parfon of the parith was 

Ei expofed, inafmuch, as there wa 

E | 
F 
& 

f ) 

' 

SN 

thing as a midwife, of any kind o1 
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€ rree to be got at, let the cafe h & icy =} 

never fo urg sulk Wi 

feven long mil 

long miles in 

s, the country ther éabout’ being no- 

| was almoft equal to 

fourteen; andthat in effect was fometimes 

o having no midwife at all; it came 

te r head, that it would be doing as 

e akindnefs to the whole parith, 

to ae poor creature herfelf, to get 

her a little inftru€ted in at of the plain 

principles of the bufinefs, in order to fet 

her up in it. - As no woman thereabouts 

was better qualified to execute the plan 

fhe had pears than herfelf the Gentle- 

woman very — bly undertook it; and 

having great influence over the female 

part of the parith, fhe found no difficulty 

real effecting i it tothe utmoft of her withes, é 

In truth, the parfon join’d bis intereft 

B 3 
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d 17 ava 1} and give the poor foul 

see to the fum of 

nh fourpence; fo Oo 

ixt them both, the good woman 

ith v i} 

A. 
appurtena ay C6: 

sare db a. Thefe laft words, an mutt know, 

were not according > old form in 

ties, and powers 

chin like cafes had here- 

“tofore been granted to the fifterhood. 

But it was according to a neat Formula 

wn devifing, who having 
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209) a EE ee 

their 2 ay = nn trumpets, their 

fiddles, their pallets,——their maggots 
and their butterflies ? —and fo c. as 

man rides his Hopry-Horsr peace- 
ably and quietly along the King’s high- 

and neither compels you or me to 

behind him, pray, Sir, what 

ve either you or I to do with it? 

—De suftibus non eft difputandum ;—that 

is, there is no di ae againft Hogpy- 

; and, for my part, I feldom do; 

nor could I with any fort of grace, had 

an enemy to them at the bot- 

He 

I been 

tom; for happening, at certain intervals 

and changes of the Moon, to be both 

fiddler and painter, according as the fly 

ftings :--- Be it known to you, that I o 
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N as 

£ 
i keep a couple of pads myfelf, upon 

which, in their turns, (nor do I care who 

knows it) I frequently ride out and take 

the air ;——tho’ fometimes, to my fhame 

be it fpoken, I take fomewhat longer 

journies than what a wife man would 

think altogether right.----But the truth 

is,--- ] am not a wife man; and be- 

fides am a mortal of fo little conf gaisvieien 
in the world, it is not much matter what 

O}5 fol feldom fret or fume at all 

it much di ifeut rb my 

eat Lords oa tall 

Aare % er BBWS ;«-- fuch, 

sane as my whe A; B; Cy D, E, 

i; q, O, P Q, and 

1 row, mounted upon their 

horfes ted with large ftirrups, E 

yon in a more grave and fober 
caepe seontrary: tucked 

; ---- others on the contrary, tuck’ a 

chins, with whips acrofs 
their 
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Not one 

can be faid 

Lore ¢ 
ales 
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[ oF J 
for his honour, whofe nature 

him to good cones 3-4 

m ri cr that na a corrupt 

nnot {pare one moment ;—wher 

I fee fuch a one, my Lord, mounted, 

though it is but for a minute beyond the 

time cig my love to my country has 

prefcribed to him, and my zeal for his 

glory ., then, my Lord, I ceafe 

to be a philofopher, and in the firit 

tranfport of an honeft i impatience I with 

ne He oppy-Horss, with al 

nity, at the Devil. 

My Lord, 

> we Maintain this to be a paeng ation 

: withftanding its { 

Die great effenti salaia 0! 
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“ form, and place : I beg, therefore, you 
** will accept it as fuch, and that you will 
‘permit me to lay it, with the mott re- 

“ fpeétful humility, at your Lordfhip’s 
*‘ feet,--when youare upon them,--which 
“‘ you can be when you pleafe ; ---- and 
** that is, my Lord, when ever there is 
“‘ occafion for it, and I will.add, to the 
* beft purpofes too, I have the honour 
* to be, 

LMy Lard, 

Your Lordeip’ 

a 

ofl bum 

£RISTRAM SHANDY. 

| | 
i 

| 
i 
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Cc 

cg declare to a 

he above dedication ww: 
p no’ one Prince, Prelate, Pope 

tate, — Duke, Marquis, Bark, Vifcount, 

or Baron of this, or any other Rea 

Chriftendom ; ----- nor has it yet 

hawk’d about, or offered publickly or 

privately, direé ua or indire€tly, to any 

one ee or perfonage, great or fmall; 

but is honeftly a true Vi iret! Dedicati 

untried on, upon any foul living. 

int fo partic 

e any offence or ob 
Anite arife againft 
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it up fairly to publick fale; 

do. 

oe bok Si author 

own, in brine 
5 c 

my own part, ring and 
MAAC ah : ee 

guineas 1n a dark 

a1 entry 3 ---I refolved within my 

the very beginning, to deal fc 

openly with your Great Folk sreat £ ks in this at 

, and try whether I fhould not come 

is any one Duke, 
rl] Earl, Vifcount, or Baron, 

fty’s dominions, v 

ight, genteel de 

will fuit, 
Od 
it fuits in fome c 

S not part with it) ——it is much at 

ty guineas ;— which 
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allowed, 
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2 1 ge ] 
the-dark ftrokes in the Hogsy 

(which is a fecondary figur 

of back-ground to the wl 
rf eee | . et 4 14° force to the principal lis 

poe and make it come off 

——and befides, there is an air of 
12a watieg in the ¢out ep tfemble, 

Be pleafed, a good Lot more 

he fum to be paid into the 

ea for the benef Cl 

ken that this che D 

your Lordfhip’s ania diftinétior 

and Ait iain | be 
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BS 
the bye, of all the PAtrons or MarTrons 

I can think of. 3 has moft power to 

book a-going, and make the world t 

mad after it. 

f thou art not too bufy easy CanpDID 

and Mifs Cunecunp’s afta 

ftram Shandy’s under thy prot 

the act of DE 

\ W ies ver de 

e midwife, mig! 
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oe : 
tho’ he Had. not the gc 

‘ -]. a > Fert 
upon the defign firft,—ye 

concurred in it the moment 

before him, a 

Lay down the ee 

u half a day t 

>rounds ¢ 

account,—the 1 
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pound 

all oon ) 

feripedth 

exc 

where 
dis a CB Bo broken winded ; ; 

ALERT fi 1QNL Es 

vas —was 

I know 

horfe was a | 

ich may 
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contrary opinion : But it is certain at the 
fame time, that Roe ofinante’s continency 
(as may be demonftrated from the ad- 

yt } : venture of the Yanguefian carriers) pro- 
ceeded rane no bodily d 
whatfoever, but f st the 
and orderly current of 

let me tell you, gta 
deal of very good chattity 
in behalf of which yo 

more for your life, 

Let that be as it may, as 
ae ‘ j aie NS 4 : ts to do exact juftice to ever y creat 

brought upon the ftage of this dramatic te
 

work,—I could not ftifle this diftin@i 
in favour of Don 9y; 

points the parfon’s horfe, I 

. was pct bi 1 another,—for he 

R
R
R
 

SR
E 
A
M
E
N
 
a
n
t
 

as lank, and as forry aja 
UMILITY herfelf could have b 

o
e
 
=
 o
n
 
fo
on
en
es
 e
n
t
r
e
e
 
e
r
a
t
e
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C37} 
In the eftimation of here and there a 

man of weak judgment, it was 

in the parfon’s power to have helped the 

fisure of this horfe of his, — for he was 

mafter of a very handfome demi-peak’d 

quilted on the feat with green 

garnifhed with a double row of 

t-headed ftuds, and a noble pair 

of thining brafsf{tirrups, with a houfing al- 

ogether fuitable, of grey fuperfine cloth, 

x of black lace, termina- 

. black k, filk fringe, poudré 

aide he had purchafed in the 

de and prime of his life, together with 

a grand eml boffed bridle inathented at 

all points as it fhould pia? Tie not 

caring to banter is aagge he had hung 
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nut his parith, 

vifits to the 
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39 | 
1e ferious, —— a 

ht-hearted;— 

ot be angry witl ors for feeing 

ich he fo ftrongly faw 

to his friends, who 

ve of mo- 

who bs refore made the lefs 

chofe ene 

gainft hi 

fi cr ounce 

sca as his srt ld etn wou 
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[ 40 
nes, and in other 

horfe without a 

a fenfible iy 

t he had made 
1oice of the lean one he rode upon, 

ferent tit 

mourous an 

m
e
m
e
 
ee
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 y

pRE
stm
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[ 41 ] 
pend his time, as he rode flowly 

~to as much account as in his 

argu- 

in his { 

breeches, as fteadily on the one as in the 

t;—that brifk trotting and flow ar- 

cumentation, like wit and- judgment, 

were two incompatible movements.--But 

that, upon his fteed—he could unite and 

reconcile every thing, — he could com- 

fermon,—he could compofe his 

,——— and, in cafe nature gave 

. call that way, he could likewife com- 
ait "eta We 

> himfelf to fleep.—In fhort, the par- 
14 

encounters would affign 

ife, but the true caufe, —and he 

with-held the true one, only out of a 

nicity of temper, becaufe he thought it 
ba} 

d honour to him. 
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man’s life, and aba the time when the 
fuperb faddle and bridle were ee 
by him, it-had been his manner, or v 
nity, or call it what you will,—to run 
into th 1€ oppofite extream. In the lan- 
guage of the county where he dwelt, he 

. was faid to have | oved a good horfe, and 
erally had one o beft in the whole 
ifh senate in his ftable always sready 

er witho O ut l 
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(434 
he had nevera heart to refufe-him; the 

upfhot of which was generally this, that 

his horfe was either clapp’d, or fpavin’d, 

or greaz’d ;—-or he wa s twitter-bon’d, or 

broken-winded, or fomething, in fhort, 

or other had dort him which would 

let him carry no flefh ; — fo that he had. 

every nine or ten months a bad horfe to 

eet rid of,—and a good horfe to purchafe 

us fi tead. 

balance might 

bus annis, 1 would leave 

| jury of fufferers in the fame 

tr aise, to determine ;—but let it be what 

it would, the honeft gentleman bore it Ore 

for ma 3 without a murmur. 

under clpee esi and i 

he Whole, and faumming it up 

in   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (GOs) GN(ORn))



pottion‘d to ae other expen 
withall fo heavy an article in itfelf, as t 
difable him from any other aét of gene 
“lithe in his parifh: Befides this he con 
fidered, that, with half the fum thus eal- 
loped away, he could do ten rate 
much good ;——-and what {till 5 
more with him than all ot 
tions put together, was this, t 
fined all his charit ty into one pap 
channel, and where, as he fancie ed, 
the leaft wanted, nam ely, to th 

po- 
on dwelt 
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For thefe reafons he refolved 

continue the expence; and there 

peared but two poffible ways to DN aesinre 

him clearly out of it ;—-and thefe were 

1er to make it an irrevocable law ne- 

ver more to lend his fteed upon any ap- 

ition whatever, — or elfe be content 

to ride the laft poor jee sub as th 

le te with all his 

firmities, to 

very chearfully be 

himfelf to the fecond; and tho’ he c pate 

very well have explain’d it, as I faid 

honour,—yet, for that very. reafc 

irit above it; choofing rather to 

contempt of his enemies, and 

chter of his friends, than undergo 

ain of telling a ftory, which might 

a panygel ric upon himfelf, 
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of the honeft refinement 

Knight of La Mancha 

bye, with al follies, Llove more, and 
would actually have gone 

paid a vifit to, than t 

antiquity. 

But this is not th 

The thing I had in 4 

temper of 

affair. —For } yo 

p bpsicle 
inh id wite, 
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cence to fet her u spare 

st came out; every hi 

two > horles more tl 

circum-+ 

, were known 

c firft year :— 

4t were the o a ah 

ns of other people 
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[ 48 
ch too much floatéd in 

his own, and too often broke in upon his 

reft, when he fhould have been found 

was a thought whic 

afleep. 

About ten years ago’ this g¢ n 

had the good fortune-to be made entirely 

éafy upon that fcore,_ — ‘: pene 5 ‘i f 

long fince he left 

while world 

him,--and ftands accoun 

of whom he will 

plain. 

But there is a fatality < 

tions of fome men: p Oris 

will, they pafs thr 

which fo twifts and 

their true SL ibis is — 

all the titles to praife which a reéti 

heart can give, the doers of 
co) 
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[ 49 ] 
neverthelefs forced to live and die with 

out it. 

Of the truth of which this gentleman 

was a painful exaniple.——But to know 
by what means this came to pafs,----and 

to make that kno wledge of ule to you, 

Tinfift upon it that you read the two fol- 

lowing chapters, which contain fuch a 

fketch of his life and converfation, as 
will carry its moral along with it.--When 

is 1S doe if nothing ftops us in our 

way, we will goon with the midwife. 

CA Pee x 

j AS RICK was this parfon’s name, and, 

what is very remarkable in it, (as 

rs from a moft antient account of 
Ghia (aimee gh: A 1 the family, wrote upon {trong vellum, 

I. D and 
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icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



and now in ‘perfect prefervation) it had 
been exactly fo fpelt for near, T was 

within an ace of faying nine hundred 
years; but I would not fhake my 

credit in telling an improbable truth, 

however indifputable in itfelf; and 
therefore I fhall content myfelf with on- 

ly faying,---It had been exactly fo fpelt, 

without the leaft variation or tranfpofi- 
tion of a fingle letter, for I do not know 

how long; which is more than I would 

venture to fay of one half of the beft fur- 

namesin the kingdom, which, ina courfe 

of years, have.generally undergone as 

many chops and changes as their own- 

ers:—-Has this been-owing to the pride, 

or to the fhame of the refpective proprie- 

tors ?--In honeft truth,-I think, fome- 

times to the one, and fometimes to the 

other, juftas the temptation has wrought. 

But-a villainous affair.itis, and will one 
day 
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day fo blend and-confound usall together, 

that no.one fhall be able to ftand.up and 

fwear, ‘‘ That.his own great grand fa- 

‘ther was the man who did either this 

*¢ or. that.” 

This evil had been fufficiently fenced 

againft by the prudent care of the Yorick’s 

family, and their religious prefervation 

of thefe records I quote, which do fur- 

ther inform us, That the family-was ori- 

ginally of Dani/b extraction, and had been 

tran{planted into England as early as in 

the reign of Horwendillus, king of Den- 

mark, in whofe court it feems, an anceftor 

of this Mr. Yorick’s, and from whom he 

was lineally defcended, held a confider- 

able poft to the day of his death. Of what 

snature this-confiderable poft was, this 

record faith not; it only adds, That, 

‘for near two centuries, it had been totally 

¥ D 2 abo- 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



E 52 ] 
abolifhed as altogether unneceflary, not 

only in'that court, but in every other 
court of the Chriftian world. 

It has often come into my head, that 

this poft could be no other than that of 

the king’s chief Jefter ; ---and that Ham- 

let's Yorick, in our eigeciAaat many of 

whofe plays, you know, are founded up- 

on authenticated pegs bins certainly the 

very man. 

T have not the time to look into Sawo- 

Grammaticus’s Danifh hiftory, to know 
the certainty of this ; — but if you have 

leifure, and can eafily get at the book, 

you may do it full as well yourfelf. 

I had juft time, in my travels through 

’ Denmark with Mr. Noddy’s eldeft fon, 

whom, in the year 1741, I accompanied 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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fo} 
as governor, riding along with him at a 
prodigious rate thro’ moft partsof Europe, 

and of which original journey perform’d 

by us two, a moft delectable narrative 

will be given in the progrefs of this work. 
I had juft time, I fay, and that was all, to 

prove the truth of an obfervation made 

by a long fojourner in that country ;---- 

namely, ‘¢That nature was neither very 

lavifh, nor was fhe very ftingy in her 

gifts of genius and capacity to its inha- 
bitants ;--but, like a difcreet parent, was 

moderately kind to them all, obferving 

fuch an equal tenor in the diftribution of 

her favours, as to bring them, in thofe 

points, pretty near to a level with each 

other ; fo that you will meet with few in- 

hat kingdom of refin’d parts; 

deal of good plain houfhold 

amongft all ranks of 

Diy people, 
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people, of which every body has a fhare;” 

which is, I think, very right, 

With us, you fee, the cafe is quite 

different ;—we are all ups and downs in 

this matter ;—you are a great genius ;-- 

or ’tis fifty to one, Sir, you are a great 

dunce and a blockhead ;---not that there 

is a total want of intermediate fteps,— 
no,—we afe not fo irregular as that comes 

to;—but the two extremes are more 

common, and in a greater degree in this 

unfettled ifland, where nature, in her gifts 

and difpofitions of this kind, is moft 
whimfical and capricious; fortune her- 

felf not being more fo in the bequeft of 

her goods and chattels than fhe. 

This is all that ever ftlagger’d my faith 

in tegard to Yorick’s extraction, who, by 

what I-can remember'ofhim, and by all 

the 
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the accounts I could ever get of him, 

{eem’d not to have had one fingle drop of 

Danifp blood in his whole craiis ; in nine 

hundred years, it might poffibly have all 

_tun out: ----I will not philofophize one 

_moment with you about it; for happen 

. how it would, the faét was this: —That 

inftead of that cold phlegm and exact 

regularity of fenfe and humours, you 

would have look’d for, in one fo extract- 

ed; --- he was, on the contrary, as mer- 

curial and fublimated a compofition, ---- 

as. heteroclite a creature in all his declen- 

fions; with as much life and whim, 

and gaité de ceur about him, as the kind- 

lieft climate could have engendered and 

put together. With all this fail, poor 

Yorick carried not one ounce of ballaft; 

he was utterly unpractifed in the world ; 

and, at the age of twenty-fix, knew 

_ pat about as well how to fteer his courfe 

in 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



(1562 ] 
in, at, asa romping, unfufpicious oir] 

x o 

Of thirteen: So tha upon his firft fet- 

as 

Suan ‘ is Dee a eel eit ting out, the brifk gale of his fpirits, 

y ou will imagine, ran him foul ten 

lay of {ome body’s tackling ; 

ave and more flow-paced 
NGE in his way, you may 

likwife imagine, ’twas with fuch he had 
generally the ill luck to get the moft en- 

led. For aught I know there might 
ne mixture of unlucky wit at the 

a dif; 

erious of mortal men 
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folly; and then, whenever it fell in his 

way, however fheltered and protected, 

he feldom gave it much quarter. 

Sometimes, in his wild way of talking, 

he would fay, That gravity was an errant 

fcoundrel; and he would addj—of the 

moft dangerous kind too,----becaufe 4 

fly one; and.that, he verily believed, 

more honeft, well-meaning 

bubbled out of their goods and money 

by it in one twelve-month, than by 

people were 

posknlepicionty and fhop-lifting in feven. 

In the naked temper which a merry heart 

covered, he would fay, There was no 

ger-but to itfelf :—-whereas the very 

effence er avity was defien, and con- 
icle 

lequently deceit ; se "twas a 1 taug ht trick 
4 £ +} 3 BT as 

lit or The wor ld for‘more fenfe 

un was worth ; 
it FTA 

Yas 

na 
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C58 J 
ao better, but often worfe, than what.a 

french wit had long ago defined it,---viz, 
ed myfterious carriage of the body to cover 
the defects of the mind ;—which definition 

yof gravity, Yorick, with great imprudence, 
would fay, deferved to be wrote ia-let- 
ters of pold. 

But, in plain truth, he was a man un- 

hackneyed and unpractifed in the world, 

and was. altogether as. -indifcreet and 
foolith on every other fubject of difcourfe 
where policy is wont to imprefs reftraint. 
Yorick had no impreffion but one, and 
that was-what arofe from the nature of 
the deed fpoken of ; which impreffion he 

would ufually tranflate into plain Englijb 

without. any periphrafis, and too 

oft without much diftinGtion of cither 
per-‘onage, time, or place ;---fo that when 

mention was made of a pitiful or an 

un- 
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ungenerous proceeding,---he never gave 

himfelf a moment’s time to refleét who 

was the Hero of the piece, ----what his 

ftation,----or how far he had-power to 

hurt him hereafter ;---but if it was a dirty 

without more ado, 

man was a dirty fellow, --- and fo on :--- 

And as his comments had ufually the ill 

faté to be terminated either ina don mot, 

or to be enliven’d throughout with fome 

drollery or humour of expreffion, it gave 

wings to Yorick’sindifcretion. Ina word, 

tho’ he never fought, yet, at the fame 

time, as he feldom fhun’d occafions of 

faying what came uppermoft, and with- 

out much ceremony ;----he had but too 

many temptations in life, of {cattering 

his wit and his humour,—his gibes and 

his jefts about him. ---- They were not 

loft for want of gathering. 

What 
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[ 60 ] 
What: were the confequences, ‘and 

what was Yorick’s cataftrophe ther. pon, 

you will read in the next ott 

Cod AP; ike 

f ie in shit of memory. tog 

in this the aiid between them 

zuns, as the fc ho call it, fact all- 
} rem | 

W rhich, 

of Homer’s can ‘gad  ecateea 
s is : i F 
ar the one raifes a fum and the other 
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to keep the memory of the affair alive ; 

till, at length, in fome evil hour,----pop 

comes the creditor upon each, and by 
Sees A aay Be si: demanding principal upon the fpot, to 

gether with full intereft to the very day, 

makes them both feel the full extent of 

their obligations. 

As the reader (for I hate. your fs) has 
a thorough knowledge of human nature, 

T need not fay more to fatisfy him, that 
my Hero could not go on at this rate 

without fome flight experience of thefe 

incidental mementos. To fpeak the 
' truth, he had wantonly involved himfelf 

in a multitude of {mall book-debts of 

this ftamp, which, notwithftanding Eu- 

genius’s frequent advice, he too much 

difregarded ; thinking, that as not one 

of them was contracted thro’ any malig- 

--- but, on the contrary, from an 

honefty 
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[ 62 j 
honefty.of mind, _ and.a mere jocundity 

of humour, they wouldialloof them be 
cro{s’d out in courfe, 

Lugenius would never admit this; and 

would often tell him, that one day or 

ether he-would certainly be reckoned 

with ; and he would often add, in an ac- 

cent of forrowful apprehenfion,---to the 

uttermeft mite. To which Yorick, with 

his ufual carelefnefs of heart, would as 

often anfwer with a pfhaw !---and if the 

fubject was ftarted in the fields,---with:a 

hop, fkip, and a jump, atthe end of it; 

but if clofe pent up in the focial chimney 

corner, where the culprit was barrica- 

do’d in, with a table and a couple of 

arm chairs, and could not fo readily fly 
off in a tangent,----Eugenius would then 

goon with his lecture upon difcretion, in 

words 
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C63 ] 
dords to this purpofe, though fomewhae 
better put together. 

Truft me, dear Yorick, this unwary 

pleafantry of thine will fooner or later 

bring thee into {crapes and difficulties; 

which no after-wit can extricate thee out 

of. In thefe fallies, too oft, I fee, it 

happens, that'a perfon laugh’d at, con- 

fiders himfelf in the light of a perfon in+ 

jured, with all the rights of fuch a fitua- 

tion belonging to him; and when thou 

vieweft him in that light too, and rec+ 

_ kons up his friends, his family, his kin- 

dred, and allies,----and mufters up with 

them the many recruits which will lift 

under him from a fenfe of common dan- 

ger; ---"tis no extravagant arithmetic to 

fay, that for every ten jokes,---thou haft 

got a hundred‘enemies; and till thou 

‘haft gone on, and raifed a fwarm of wafps 

about 

PE 
aan aE 
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[ 4 J 
bout thy ears,’and art half ftung to 

4 L . 4 r deaih by them, chou will never be con. 
vinced 1t 1s fo. 

in the man whom I 

e leaft {pur from 

intent in thefe 

and fase them to 

will c carry on t 

gainft thee, my 

thee heartily { 

4 fh ya difhonour. at thee, 

which 
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Yorick {earce ever heard this fad va- 

ticination of his deftiny read over to him, 

but with a tear ftealing from his eye, and 
a promiffory look attending it, that he 

was refolved, for the time to come, to 

ride his tit with more fobriety.—But, alas, 

goo late !---a grand. confederacy, with 

a 0% * and 3% ***-atithe head. ofsit, 

was form’d before the firft. prediction of 

it.----The whole plan of the attack, juft 

as Eugenius had foreboded, was put in 
execution all at once,-----with fo little 

mercy on the fide of the allies,---and-fo 
little fufpicion in Yorick, of what was 

carrying on againft him,---that when he 

thought, good eafy man ! full furely pre- 

ferment was 0’ ripening,--they had {mote 

his root, and then he fell, as many a 

worthy man had fallen before him. 

Lorick 
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Yorick, however, fought: it out with 

all imaginable gallantry for fome time; 

till, over-power’d by numbers, and worn 

out at length by the calamities of the 

war,----but more fo, by the ungcnerous 

manner in which it was carried on, ---he 

threw down the fword; and though he 

kept up his fpirits in appearance to the 

laft,----he died, neverthelefs, as was ge- 

nerally thought, quite broken hearted. 

What inclined Eugenius to the fame 
opinion, was as follows : 

A few hours before Yorick breath’d 

his laft, Hugenius ftept in with an intent 

to take his laft fight and laft farewell of 

him: Upon his drawing Yorick’s cur- 

tain, and afking how he felt himfelf, 

Yorick, looking up in his face, took hold 

of his hand,----and, after thanking him 

He 2 for 
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LE 7% J 
fhould I recover, and ‘‘Mitres thereupon 

‘* be fuffer’d to rain down from heaven 

‘¢ as thick as hail, not one of em would 

$¢ fit it.” Yorick’s laft breath was 

hanging upon’ his trembling lips ready 

to depart’as he uttered this; --- yet full 

it was utter’d with fomething of a cer- 

vantick tone ;--and as he fpoke it, Eugenius 

could perceive a ftream of lambent fire 

faint picture of thofe flafhes of his fpirit, 

which (as Shake/pear faid of his anceftor) 

were wont to fet the table in a roar! 
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Eugenius was convinced from this, that pe
 

the heart of his friend was broke; he 

{queez’d his hand, and then walk’d 

foftly out. of the room, weeping as he 

walk’d. Yorick followed Eugenius with 

his eyes tothe door, ---- he then clofed 

them,—and never opened them more. 
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aR 
He lies buried in a corner of his 

church-yard, in» the parith of 3 

under a plain marble flabb, which his 

friend Eugenius, by leave of his executors; 

laid upon his grave, with no. more than 

thefe three words of infcription ferving 

both for his epitaph and elegy. 

  

“Alas, poor YORICK! 

  

Ten times in a day has Yorick’s ghoft 

the confolation to hear his monumental 

infcription read over with fuch a variety 

of plaintive tones, as denote a general 

pity 
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th ate id {tee e me ag pity and eite i HIM 5 —-——- a Toot- 

way croffing the church-yard clofe by 
eS a ny + mryraT (xe the fide of his grave, — not a pafienger 

goes by without ftopping to caft a look 
1 

Ipon it,———and fighing as he walks 

on, 

Alas, poor YORICK! £ 
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CHAP. XII 

mee T is fo long fince the reader of this 

thapfodical work has been parted 

from the midwife, that it is high time to 

mention her again to him, merely to put 

him in mind that there is fuch a body 

ftill in the world, and whom, upon the 

beft judgment I can form upon my own 

plan at prefent, ---I am going to intro- 

duce to him for good and all: But as 

freth matter may be ftarted, and much 

unexpected bufinefs fall out betwixt the 
reader and myfelf, which may require 

immediate difpatch ; ----- *twas right to 

take care that the poor woman fhould 

not be loft in the mean time; ---becaufe 

when fhe is wanted we can no way do 

without her. 
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I think I told iy that ities 

man was a perfor 

confequence ce 

lage and townhhip , -- 

{pread 

circumference of that cifle of importance, 

of which kind every foul living, whether 
he has 

by the way, whene 

a one is of great wei 
eens et J 
in the world, 

ged or contracted in your cetiter: fan- 
ea d-rat 

a 1 5erfonace bro; ap bo 
perfonage broug! ) you. 

In the prefent 

Gxrar tatahnit fa 
fixed it at about four o 

not only compre 
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Le 
or doubtful meaning after my life and 

my opinions fhall have been read over, 
(now don’v forget the meaning of the 

word) by all the war/d;--which, betwixt 

you and me, and in {pight of all the 

gentlemen reviewers in Great-Britain, 

and of all that their worfhips thal] under- 

take to write or fay to the contray, ----T 

am determined {hall be the cafe. I 

need not tell your worfhip, that all this 

is {poke in confidence. 

Ae beciatae abe ad ae 

PON looking into my mother’s 

marriage fettlement, in ‘order to 

fatisfy myfelf and reader in a point ne- 

ceffary to be clear’d up, before we could 
proceed any further in this hittory ; ---I 
had the. good fortune to pop upon the 

very 
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very thing I wanted before I had read a 

dayand.a half ftraight forwards,--it might 

have taken me upa month;--which fhews 

plainly, that when a man fits down to 

write a hiftory,---tho’ it be but the hi- 

{tory of Yack Hickathrift or Tom Thumb, 
he knows no more than his heels what 

lets and confounded hinderances he is to 

meet with in his way,---or what a dance 

he may be led, by one excurfion or an- 

other, before all is over. Could a hifto- 

riographer drive on his hiftory, as a 

muleteer drives on his mule, — ftraight 

forward ; ---- for inftance, from Rome all 

the way to Loretto, without ever once 

turning his head afide either to the right 

hand or to the left, —he might venture 

to foretell you to'an hour when he fhould 

get to his journey’s. end; but the 

thing is, morally {peaking, impoffible : 

For, if he is a man of the leaft {pirit, he 

will 
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and anon calls him back to ftay the 

reading of : ----In fhort, there is no end 

of it ; ----- for my own part, I declare I 

have been at it thefe fix weeks, making 

all the fpeed I poffibly could, —and am 

not yet born:--I have juft been able, and 

that’s all, to tell you when it happen’d, 

but not dow ;---fo that you fee the thing 

is yet far from being accomplifhed. 

Thefe unforefeen ftoppages, which I 

own I had no conception of when I firft fet 

out ; ---but which, I am: convinced now, 

will rather increafe than diminifh as I 

advance,---have ftruck out a hint which 

I am refolved to follow ;---and that is,--- 

not to be in a hurry; ---but to go on 

leifurely, writing and publifhing two vo- 
lumes of my life every vear ; ---- which, 

if Lam fuffered to go on quietly, and can 

make a tolerable bargain with my book- 

Vou. I, F feller, 
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[ 82 ] 
feller, I fhall continue to do as long as ¥ 
live. 

C Hy ALP: XV. 

HE article in my mother’s mar- 
riage fettlement, which I told the 

reader I was at the pains to fearch for, and 

which, now that I have found it, I think 

proper to lay before him, — is fo much 

more fully exprefs’d in the deed itfelf, 

than ever I can pretend to do it, that it 
would be barbarity to take it out of the 

lawyer’s hand: —It is as follows. 
* 
i” 

© Wnd thie Jndenture further wit- 
* nefleth, That the faid Walter Shandy, 

“¢ merchant, in confideration of the faid 

P 
| 3 
1 | i 

FP 
4 : 

“intended marriage to be had, and, by 

‘* God’s bleffing, to be well and truly 

folem- 

Say
 
S
i
e
n
n
a
 
n
a
m
e
 

e
e
 

y 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library . 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.0)  



  

ge | 
¢ {olemnized and confummated between 

“ the faid Walter Shandy and Elizabeth 

S¢ Mollineux aforefaid, and divers other 

*¢ good and valuable caufes and confi- 

‘¢ derations him thereunto {pecially mo- 

* ving,—doth grant, covenant, conde- 

*¢ fcend, confent, conclude, bargain, and 

“fully agree to and with Yobn Dixon 

< and Fames Turner, Efgrs. the above- 

<¢ named truftees, &c. Fc. —to twit, — 

‘¢ That in cafe it fhould hereafter fo fall 

“out, chance, happen, or otherwife 

“ come to pafs, — That the faid Walter 

“ Shandy, merchant, fhall have left off 
<¢ bufinefs before the time or times, that 

“the faid Ekzabeth Mollineux fhall, ac- 

“ cording to the courfe of nature; or 
< otherwife, have left off bearing and 

“‘ bringing forth children ;— and that, 

‘in confequence of the faid Walter 

** Shandy having fo left off bufinefs,-fhall, 
g oe 

Lr 2 “in 
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ae as 
in defpight, and againft the free will, 
confent, and good-liking of the faid 
Elizabeth Mollineux, — make a depar- 

‘ture from the city of London, in order 

* to retire to, and dwell upon, his eftate 

‘ at Shandy- Hall, in the county of. 
or at any other country feat, caftle, hall, 

manfion-houfe, meffuage, or grainge- 
houfe, now purchafed, or hereafter to 

be purchafed, or upon any part or 

parcel thereof :—That then, and as of- 

ten as the faid Elizabeth Mollineux thall 

happen to be enceint with child or 

children feverally and lawfully begot, 

‘or to be begotten, upon the body of 
the faid Elizabeth Mollineux mee her 

faid coverture, he the faid Walter 

Shandy fhall, at his own proper coft and 
charges, and out of his own proper 

‘monies, upon good and reafonable 
notice, which is hereby agreed to be 

<¢ withia 

a
e
 

a
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ae 
« within fix weeks of her the faid Eiza- 

* beth Mollineux’s full reckoning, or 

“ time of fuppofed and computed deli- 

“ very,—pay, or caufe to be paid, the 

<< {um of one hundred and twenty pounds 

“of good and lawful money, to Fobu 

“ Dixon and Fames Turner, Efgrs. or af- 

“ fins, —upon Trust and confidence, 

“ and for and unto the ufe and ufes, in- 

“tent, end, and purpofe following : — 

* Chat is to fap,—That the faid fum 

“of one hundred and twenty pounds 

“ fhall be paid into the hands of the 

“ faid Elizabeth Mollineux, or to be other- 

“¢ wife applied by them the faid truftees, 

‘for the well and truly hiring of one 

“¢ coach, with able and fufficient horfes, 

“* to carry and convey the body of the 

* faid Elizabeth Mollineux and the child 

** or children which fhe fhall be then and 

‘there enceint and pregnant with,— 

i 3 * unte 
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[ 86 ] 
unto the city of Lowden; and for the 

further paying and defraying of all 

other incidental cofts, charges, and ex- 

pences whatfoever,—in and about, 

and for, and relating to her faid in- 

tended delivery and lying-in, in the 

{aid city or fuburbs theréof. And that 

the faid Elizabeth Mollineux fhall and 

may, from time to time, and at all fuch 

time and times as are here covenant- 

ed and agreed upon,— peaceably and 

quietly hire the faid coach and horfes, 

and have free ingrefs, egrefs, and 
a 
7 
[ regrels s throughout | her journey, in and 

from the faid coach, accordi ing to the 

tenor, true intent, and meaning of thefe 

prefents, without any let, fuit, trouble, 

ditt nes moleftation, difcharge, 

hinderance, forteiture, eviction, vexa- 

‘tion, interruption, or incumberance 

ryhatioever. ~- And that it fhall-more- 
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¢< over be lawful to and for the faid Eliza- 

« beth Mollineux, from time to time, and 

“as oft or often as fhe fhall well and 

“ truly be advanced in her faid pregnan- 

“cy, to the time heretofore ftipulated 

<< and agreed upon,—to live and refide 

“in fuch place or places, and in fuch 

<¢ family or families, and with fuch rela- 

“ tions, friends, and other perfons with- 

“in the faid city of London, as fhe, at 

« her own will and pleafure, *notwith- 

« ftanding her prefent coverture, and 

“as if fhe was a femme fole and unmar- 

“¢ ried,—fhall think ft.— nb thie Gin- 

“<penture further witnefferh, That for 
«“ the more effectually carrying of the 
<¢ {aid covenant into execution, the faid 

« Walter Shandy, merchant, doth hereby 

<< orant, bargain, fell, releafe, and con- 

“firm unto the faid Fobn Dixon and 

** Fames Turner, Efgrs. their heirs, exe- 

*¢ cutors,   . . Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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[ 88 j 
“< cutors, and affigns, in their aCtual pof- 
** feffion, now being by virtue of an in- 
** denture of bargain and fale for a year 
** to them the faid Yobn Dixon and James 
“ Turner, Efgrs. by him the faid Walter 
** Shandy, merchant, thereof made; which 
“‘faid bargain and fale for a year, bears 
*¢ date the day next before the date of 
“¢ thefe prefents, and by force and vir- 
“tue of the ftatute for transferring of 
“‘ufes into poffeffion, ——— MH that 

“* the manor and lordfhip of Shandy in 
“the county of ———, with all the 
“rights, members, and appurtenances 
“thereof; and all and every the mef- 
<< fuages, houfes, buildings, barns, 
“« ftables, orchards, gardens, backfides, 
“« tofts, crofts, garths, cottages, lands, 
« meadows, feedings, paftures, marfhes, 

** commons, woods, underwoods, drains, 

« fifheries, waters, and water-courfes ;—+ 

oe ta~ 
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* together with all rents, reverfions, fer- 

“ vices, annuities, fee-farms, knights 

“ fees, views of frank-pledge, efcheats, 

. reliefs, mines, - quarries, goods and 

“< chattels of felons and fugitives, felons 

“‘ of themfelves, and put in exigent, 

_** deodands, free warrens, and_all.other 

. “ royalties-and feiznories, rights and ju- 
- © rifdictions, . privileges .and. -heredita- 

. ments whatfoever. Mund alfs the 
.  advowfon, donation, prefentation and 

“ free difpofition of the rectory or par- 

. ¢¢ fonage of Shandy aforefaid, and all and 

- * every the tenths, tythes, glebe-lands” 

In three words, *¢ My mother 

- was to lay in, (if fhe chofe it) in 

- London.” 

But-in order to put a ftop to the prac- 

- tice of any unfair play on the part of my 

mother, which a marriage article of this 

nature 
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[ 90 ] 
nature too manifeftly opened a door to, .! 

and whichindeed had never beent} hought 3 

of at all, but for my uncle Toby Shandy ;-- 

a claufe was added in fecurity of my fa-+ 

ther, which was this :—‘‘ That in cafe my 

*¢ mother hereafter fhould, at any time, , 

put my father to the trouble and ex- » 
pence of a London journey upon falfe ¢ 

cries and tokens ; that for every } 

fuch inftance fhe fhould forfeit all the! 

right and title which the covenant gave 

‘her to the next turh;———but to now 

more,--and fo on, foties quoties, in as ef- \- 

feétual a manner, as if fuch a covenant } 

*¢ betwixt them had not been made.” — } 

This, by the way, was no more than what | 

was reafonable ; —and yet, as reafonable 

as it was, I have ever thought it hard that 

the whole weight of the article thould 

have fallen entirely, as it did, upon my- 
felf, 

But 
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But I was begot and born to misfor- 

* tunes; —for my poor mother, whether 

it was wind or water, ——or a compound 

1 of both,—or neither; ---- or whether it 

/ was fimply the mere {well of imagination 

and fancy in her;—or how far a ftrong 
with and defire to have it fo, might mif- 

lead her judgment ; —in fhort, whether 

fhe was deceived or deceiving in this 

matter, it no way becomes me to decide. 

The fact was this, That, in the latter end 

| of September, 1717, which was the year 

before I was born, my mother having 

| carried my father up to town muchagainft 

the grain,—he peremptorily infifted up- 

)| on the claufe; ---- fo that I was doom’d, 

by marriage articles, to have my nofe 

f{queez’d as flat to my face, as if the 

deftinies had actually fpun me without 

one, 

How 

. . , Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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[ 92 ] 
How this event came about, --- and | 

what a train of vexatious difappoint- . 
ments, in one ftage or other of my life, 
have purfued me from the mere lofs, or ° 
rather compreffion, of this one fingle #\: 
member, --- fhall be laid before the rea- 

der all in due time, 

CPA Pe xv, 

Y father, as any body may natu- 
rally imagine, came down with : 

fi my mother into the country, in but a 

pettifh kind of a humour. The firtt 

twenty or five-and-twenty miles he did 

nothing in the world but fret and teaze 
himfelf, and indeed my mother too, about 

the curfed expence, which he faid might 

every fhilling of it have been faved ; — 
‘then what vexed him more than every 

thing 
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thing elfe was the provoking time of the 

year, which, as I told you, was to- 

wards the end of September, when his 

wall-fruit, and green gages efpecially, in 

which he was very curious, were juft 

ready for pulling: “Had he been 
« whiftled up to London, upon a Tom 

‘© Fool’s errand in any other month of 

«the whole year, he fhould not have faid 

*¢ three words about it.” 

For the next two whole ftages, no 

fubject would go down, but the heavy 

blow he had fuftain’d from the lofs of a 

fon, whom it feems he had fully reckon’d 

upon in his mind, and regifter’d down 

in his pocket-book, as a fecond ftaff for 

his old age, in cafe Bobby fhould fail him. 
«‘ The difappointment of this, he faid, 

“© was ten times more to a wife man than 

s¢ all the money which the journey, &c. 
“¢ had 
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‘had coft him, put together, ---rot the 

*« hundred and twenty pounds, he 

¢¢ did not mind it a ruth.” 

From Svz/ton, all the way to Grantham, 

nothing in the whole affair provoked him 

fo much as the condolences of his friends, 

and the foolifh figure they fhould both 

make at church the firft Sunday ; of 

which, in the fatirical vehemence of his 

wit, now fharpen’d a little by vexation, 

he would give fo many humorous and 

provoking defcriptions, --- and place his 

rib and ielf in fo many tormenting lights 

and attitudes in the face of the whole 

congregation ; --- that my mother decla- 

red, thefe two ftages were fo truly tragi- 

comical, that fhe did nothing but laugh 

and cry in a breath, from one end to the 

other of them all the way. 
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From Grantham, till they had crofs’d 

the Trent, my father was out of all kind of 

patience at the vile trick and impofition 

which he fancied my mother had put 

upon him in this affair, --- “ Certainly, 

he would fay to himfelf over and over 

again, ‘¢ the woman could not be decei- 

ved herfelf; if fhe could, - ™ 

what weaknefs ! tormenting word! 

which led his imagination a thorny 

dance, and, before all was over, play’d 

the duce and all with him,” for 

fure as ever the word weakne/s was ut- 

tered, and ftruck full upon his brain, — 

fo fure it fet him upon running divi- 

fions upon how many kinds of weak- 

neffes there were; that there was 

fuch a thing as weaknefs of the body, 

as well as weaknefs of the mind,---- 

and then he would do nothing but fyl- 

Jogize within himfelf for a flage or two 

to- 
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[ 96)] 
tagether, How far the caufe of all thefe 

vexations might, or might not, have 

arifen out of himfelf. 

In fhort, he had fo many little fubjects 

of difquietude fpringing out of this one 

affair, all fretting fucceffively in his mind 

as they rofe up in it, that my mother, 

whatever was her journey up, had but 

an uneafy journey of it down. Ina 

word, as fhe complained to my uncle 

Toby, he would have tired out the pa* 
tience of any flefh alive. } 

we
 

CHA P.. XVIL 

Hough my father travelled home- 
wards, as 1 told you, in none of 

the beft of moods,---pfhaw-ing and pith- 

ing all the way down, 
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complaifance to ai one worft part 

the ftory fill to himfelf; —which was 

the refolution he had taken of doing 

himfelf the juftice, which my uncle Tody’s 

claufe in the marriage fettlement em- 

powered him; nor was it till the ver 

night in which ni was 

thirteen months a 

leaft meee aes fH 

my father, hap remem- 3 
ae 

1 4 ber, to be a elie chagrin’d and out 

temper, —— took occafion as they i 

chatting gravely in bed afterwards, talk 

ing over what was to come, - to let 

her know that fhe muft accommodate 

herefelf as well as fhe could to the fie 

gain made between them in their mar 

riage deeds; which was to lye-in of her 

next child in the country to balance the 

Jaft year’s journey. 

Vou. I. G My 
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My father was a gentleman of many 

virtues,—but he had a ftrong {pice of 

that in his temper which might, or might 

not, add to the number. ----’Tis known 

by the name of perfeverance in a good 

caufe, — and of obftinacy in a bad one: 

Of this my mother had fo much know- 

ledge, that fhe knew ’twas to no pur- 

pofe to make any remonftrance,—{o fhe 

e’en refolved to fit down quietly,’ and 

{t of it. 

ap
ne
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i S the point was that night agreed, 

tL or rather determin’d, that my mo- 

ther fhould lye-in of me in the country, 

e
n
 

fhe took her meafures accordingly ; for 

e
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which purpofe, when fhe was three days, 

or thereabouts, gone with child, 
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[ 499 4 
gan to caft her eyes upon the midwife, 

whom you have fo often heard me men- 

tion ; and before the week was weil 

round, as the famous Dr. Maningham was 

not to be had, fhe had come to a final 

determination in her mind, notwith- 

ftanding there was a {cientifick operator 

within fo-near a call as eight miles of us, 

and who, moreover, had exprefsly wrote 

a five fhillings book upon the fubject of 

midwifery, in which he had expofed, 

not only the blunders of, the fifterhood 

itfelf, but had likewife fuperadded 

many curious improvements for the 

quicker extraction of the foetus in crofs 

births, and fome other cafes of danget 

which belay us in getting into the world; 

notwithftanding allthis, my mother, I fay, 

was abfolutely determined to truft her 

life and mine withit, into no foul’s hand 

but this old woman’s only.—Now this ] 

G z like ; 
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like ;—-when we cannot get at the very 

thing we with, never to take up 

with the next beft in degree to it ;---no; -) 

pitiful beyond defcription ; — it is 

‘e than a week from this very day, 

ich I am now writing this book for 

the edification of the world, --- which is 

March 9, 1759, -—— that my dear, dear 

Fenny obferving I look’d a little grave, 

as fhe ftood cheapening a filk ile dab, 

twenty fhillings a yard, — told the mer 

cer, fhe was forry fhe had given him fo 

much trouble ; — and immedi: 

and bought herfelf a yard-wide 

ea a yard.—’ Tis 

vhat, in my mother’s c: eral was, that 

slat not heroine it into fo violent and 

hazardous ¢ 

fituation might have with d, 
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old midwife had really fome little clair 

to be depended. upon,—as much, at le 

CCC as fuccefs could give her; having, in the 

courfe of | 

years in the parifh, brought every mo- 

ther’s fon of them into the world with- 

ler practice of near twenty 

out any one flip or accident which could 

fairly be laid to her account. 

Thefe fa&ts, tho’ they had eiciahe 

yet did not altogether fatisfy fome few 

{cruples and AND which hung 

upon my father’s fpirits in relation to this 

choice.—To { fay nothing of the natura 
7 
A workings of humanity and juftice,—or of 

the yea arnings of parental and connubial 

prompted him to leave 

le in a cafe of azard as poffib 

3 kind ;———~he felt himfelf concern’d 

manner, that all thould 

riht in the prefent cafe;—from the 
lan 
{ > ‘ \F 2 aC- 
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accumulated forrow he lay open to, 

thould any evil betide his wife and child 

in lying-in at Shandy-Hall,_—He knew 

the world judged by events, and would 

add to his afflictions in fuch a misfortune, 

by loading him with the whole blame of 

it——« Alas o’day !—had Mrs. Shandy, 

“© poor gentlewoman! had but her with 

“ in going up to town juft to lye-in and 

< come down again ; --- which, they fay, 

“ fhe bege’d and pray’d for upon her 

*¢ bare knees, and which; in my opi- 

“ nion, confidering the fortune which 

<< Mr. Shandy got with her,—was no fuch 

mighty matter to have complied with, 

the lady and her babe might both of 

em have been alive at this hour.” 

This exclamation, my father knew 

was unanfwerable ; ---- and yet, it was 

not merely to fhelter himfelf, — nor was 

it 
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it altogether for the care of his offspring 

and wife that he feem’d fo extremely 

anxious about this point ;— my father 

had extenfive views of things, and 

{tood, moreover, as he thought, deeply 

concern’d in it for the publick good, 

from the dread he entertained of the 

bad ufes an ill-fated inftance might be 

put to. 

He was very fenfible that all political 

writers upon the fubject had unanimoufly 

agreed and lamented, from the begin- 

ning of Queen Elizabeth’s reign down 

to his own time, that the current of men 

and money towards the metropolis, up- 

on one frivolous errand or another, — 

fet in fo ftrong,— as to become dange- 

rous to our civil rights ;— tho’, by the 

bye, a current was not the image he 

took moft delight in,--a diffemper was here 

his 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.  



[ 
favourite metaphor, and he would 

run it down into a pet 

maintaining it 4 

in the bo«y national as in the body natu- 

ral, where blogh and fpirits were driven 

up into the head fafter than they could 

find their ways down ;——a ftoppage of 

‘ulation muft enfue, which was death 

ere was little danger, he would fay, 
z our liberties by French politicks 

ch invafions ; ——-nor was he fo 

vuch in pain of a confumption from 

corrupted matter and ulce- 

was not fo ba 
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F i0g,) 
then he would fay, The Lord have mercy 

upon us all, 

My father was never able to give t 

hiftory of this diftemper, --- without 

remedy along with it. 

«¢ Was I an abfolute prince, he would 

fay, pulling up his breeches with both 

his hands, as he rofe from his arm-chair, 

« J would appoint able judges, at every 

<< avenue of my metropolis, who fhould 

take cognizance of every fool’s bufi- 

nefs who-came there ; --- and if, upon 

‘a fair and candid hearing, it appeared 

not of weight fufficient to leave his 

own home, and come up, bag and 

‘ baggage, with his wife and children, 

farmers fons, 9c. Sc. at his backfide, 

they fhould be all feng back, from 

conftable to conftable, like vagrants 

66 as ay 
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[ 106 ] 

as they were, to the place of their fe- 
*¢ gal fettlements. By this means, I hall 

take care, that my metropolis totier’d 

not thro” its own weight ;— that the 

head be no longer too big for the bo- 

dy ; --- that the extreams, now wafted 

and pin’d in, be reftored to their due 

fhare of nourifhment, and regain, with 

it, their natural {trength and beauty:-- 
I would effectually provide, That the 

meadows and corn-fields, of my do- 

minions, fhould laugh and fing ;— 

that good chear and hofpitality flou- 

rifh once more ;—and that fuch weight 

and influence be put thereby into the 

hands of the Squirality of my king- 
dom, as fhould counterpoife what I 

* perceive my Nobility are now taking 

6 from them, 
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se Why are there fo few palaces and 

= gentlemen’ s feats, he would afk, with 

fome emotion, as he walked a-cr ofs the 

room, “ throughout fo many delicious 

<¢ provinces in France 2 Whence is it that 

“the few remaining Chateaus amongft 

<«‘ them are fo difmantled,—fo unfurnifh- 

«ed, and in fo ruinous and defolate a 

« condition ?— Becaufe, Sir, (he would 

fay) “in that kingdom no man has any 

<¢ country-intereft to fupport;- -the little 

<¢ intereft of any kind, which any man 

« has any where in it, is concentrated in 

the court, and the looks of the Grand 

«“ Monarch; by the fun-fhine of whofe 

« countenance, or the clouds which pafs 

‘ a-crofs it, every French man lives or 

s¢ dies.’ 

Another political reafon which prompt- 
ce 

ed my father fo ftrongly to guard againft 

the   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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Sateen aneaicaiemaialine ac cmamenematiome ss 

the leait evil accident in my mother’s 
lying-in in the country ey y I the country, was, That 
any fuch inftance would infallibly throw 
a ce: of power, too. sreat already 
into the weaker ve f the HO - e weaker veffels of the gentry, in 
us Own, or higher {tations ; ---- which, 
with the many other ufur ped rights 

rhy which that part of the confti itution 
1s 3) (} in J | I 

hourly eftablithir ng,—would, in the end, 
prove fatal to the monarchical fyftem of 
Bp Sash ye .° 7 

~ 1 . E . domeftick government eftablithed in the 
firft creation of things by God, 

Sit 
1 Pee BA | anil 
Oat the plans 

ae 
ort Film er'S Opinion, ‘T 

and inftitutions of the oreatet c inftitutions Or the greateft mo- 
narchies in the eaftern Parts of the world, 

‘re, originally, all ftolen from that ad J 

ale eae? and prot 
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eradually been degenerating away into 

a mix’d government ; —— the form of 

which, however defirable in great com- 

binations of the fpecies, was very 

troublefome in {mall ones,—and feldom 

produced any thing, that he faw, but 

forrow and confufion. 

For all thefe reafons, private and pub- 

lick, put together, — my father was for 

having the man-midwife by all means,--- 
1 

my mother by no means. My father 

od and intreated, fhe would for once 

from her prerogative in this mat- 

iffer him to choofe for her ; — 

my mother, on the contrary, infifted up- 

on her privilege in this matter, to choofe 

for fdsaie, —-and have no mortal’s help 

but the old woman’s.— What could my 

father do? He was almoft at his wit’s 

end; ——— talked it over with her in all 
moods ; 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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moods;—placed his arguments in all 
lights;—-argued the matter with her 

like a chriftian,—like a heathen, — like 
a hufband, —like a father, —like a pa- 

triot,—like a man:— My mother an- 

{wered every thing only like a woman; 

which was a little hard upon her ;— for 

as fhe could not affume and fight it out 

behind fuch a variety of chara@ters, — 

’twas no fair match;——’twas feven to 

one.— What could my mother do? 

She had the advantage (otherwife £1 

had been certainly oy 

father with fo equal an a 
ty 

hat both fides fung Te Deum. a 

word, my mother was to have the old 

woman,—and the operator was to have 

licence to drink a bottle of wine with 

my 
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my father and my uncle Toby Shandy in 

the back parlour, —for which he was to 

be paid five guineas. 

I muft beg leave, before I finifh this 

chapter, to enter a caveat in the breaft 

of my fair reader ; —and it is this: ———~ 

Not to take it abfolutely for granted 

from an unguarded word or two which 

I have dropp’d in it, —— “¢ That I am a 

married man.”---I own the tender appel- 

lation of my dear, dear Fenny, ---- with 

fome other ftrokes of conjugal know- 

ledge, interfperfed here and there, might, 

naturally enough, have mifled the moft 

candid judge in a e world into fuch a 

determination againft me.--- All I plead 

for, in this café, Madam, is ftrict juftice, 

and that you do fo much of it, to me as 

well as to yourfelf,—as not to prejudge 

or receive fuch an ee eige of me, till 

you 
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you have better evidence, than I am 
politive, at prefent, can be produced 
againft me: ---Not that I can be fo vain 
or unreafonable, Madam, as to defire 
you fhould therefore think, that my dear, 
dear Fenny is my kept miftrefs ;— no,— 
he rOuld be Aa+s 1 that would be fla attering my character in 

1 the other extream, anc giving it an air 
of freedom, which, pethaps, it has no 
kind of right to. All I contend for, is 

the utter impo ity for fome volumes, 

that you, or the moft penetrating {pirit 

upon earth, fhould know how this mat- 

ter really ftands.---- It is not impoflible, 

but that my dear, dear Fenny ! tender as 

the appellation is, may be my child, —— 

Confider,—TI was born in the year eigh- 

teen.—Nor is there any thing unnatural 

or extravagant in the eReon, that 

my dear Fenny may be my friend. —— 

Friend !—-My friend.—Surely, Madam, 
q 
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a friendfhip between the two fexes may 

fubfift, and be fupported without-——— 

Fy! Mr. Shandy: — Without any thing, 

Madam, but that tender and delicious 

eae which ever mixes in friend 

», where there is a difference of fex. 

Let me intreat you to ftudy the pure 

and fentimental parts of the beft French 

Romances ;——— it will really, Madam, 

aftonifh you to fee with what a variety 

chafte expreffion this delicious fenti- 

I have the honour to {peak 

CAP, Ix, 

r Would fooner undertake to explain 

the hardeft problem in Geometry, 

nan pretend to account for it, that a 

gentleman of my father’s great good 

Vou, I, H Leonie.   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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Seale 

is } ies peu ae 1 
ning a netion in Nis! 

Mv ead ane Ps Se ares | > common track 
ff S a when I come to mention 

him. if he is the le; yf 4 cholericlk te 
hIM, IF Ne 18 the le Or a ChoierickK tem- 

reader, 

per, will immediately throw the book by; 

turnine caft, he will, at firft ight, abt 

lutely condemn as s 

rant; and tha 

nd im] 

on which he thought a great deal more 

depended ~ ae, fuperficial minds 

were capable of conce eIving. 
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kind of 

l names, as he called 

7 imprei{s’d upon our cha- 

0 of Cervantes are gued not the 

point with more ferioufnefs, ---- nor had 

faith, ---- or more to fay on the 

f Necrom uncy in 1onouring 

s,—or on Dutcr S name, in 

upon them, tha my 

TR ISMEGI 

ES, on the on ete. 

SIMEKIN 

> EUS Or 

i¥s, he w 
inipiration of the. 

worthy of them? 

would add 1, are there 
; : 

> done exceeding In 

not their characters and 

{pirits   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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cae 

otally deprefs *d and N 
KT 

IcG-=- 

notn hing up 

*d) 
e happe n ¢ 

t you dc 

or in of mt ne,—wni 

lo not 

ne to know your ¢ 

Tured, I fhould ha 

OR fapecty a | 
ana truit 

C i. upon it to ‘eh our oO 

you are 

mai ow preju ane es of education a: 

me. 9 if | may prefun ee § 2 id 
moit mens 

rate further into you 
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Your fon !---your dear fon,---from whofe 

ser you have fo much 

Ly, Sir! —would 

world, have called him 

Nould you, my c 

aying his faa upon your 

ature of ae 

sem abfolutely requires, — Wo 

sir, 1 rodf ih ia a Few of a £ 

hename far vour child. and 
Tne name tor your chuad, ana 

offered you his purfe along with it, would WOULC 

you have confented to fuch a defecration 

of him? O my God! he would fay 

looking up, if I know your temper right 

Sir,---you are ae of it; you 

would have trampled upon the offer ;- 

Tt 3 you 
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Pris | 

you would have thrown the ten 

at the tempter’s head with a 

Your 

which I a 

tempt 

the wl 

and what re 

ciple of it ;-- 

love upon the truth 

this very hypothe 

your fon c: 
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in his orations and 

born an orator;, 

fion hung upon 

and the uae of Logick 

torick were fo blended up in him,- 

5 he ha 

the weaknefies 

eet e that ee ATURE might have 

¢ This man is elo- 

Was On 

1 Cicero nor & 
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[120 | 

lecture upon Crackenthorp or Burgerfdi- 
cius, or any Dutch logician or commenta- 
tor; — he knew not fo much as in what 

1 Jn oer Sere E t Biss 38 the difference of an arg tC aa igno- 

ument ais sini con- 

name at Fefus College in * —it was 

a matter of juft wonder with my worthy 
tutor, and two or three fellows of that 
learned fociety, ---that a man who knew 

not fo much as the names of his tools, 

fhould be able to work ae that fafhion 

ae *em. 

ret 1 
LO WOTK 

PTS ta Ye ralG 
ner ne could, was wi 
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r Lar 

lieaay |] 

t enter’d upon the footing of 

, and of a vive la Bagatelle, 

fach he would make merry with t 

half an hour or fo, and having amen’: 

his wit upon ’em, difmifs them till an- 

other day. 

I mention this, not only as matter of 

hypothefis or conjecture upon the pro- 

erefs a eftablifhment of my 

many odd opinions,--but as a warning to 

againft the indifcre 

reception refts, who, 
c 

} d enterance, for fome free and undifturb 

years, into our brains,—at length clai cars, Into OL Se : 5 

a kind of fettlement there, ——working 

fometimes like sib 3-—-but more gene- 

rally after the manner of the gentle paf- 

fion, beginning in jeft, — but ending in 
1 downright earneft. 
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Whether th 

gularity of my fat 

his judg nent, at le: 

+ 

er, as he c 

comes at them, fhall decide. All that 

I maintain here, is, that in this one, of 

the influence of Chriftian s, how- 

ever it gain’d fc 

he was all uniformity ;—he was fj 

tical, and, like all fyftematick r 

he would move both 

and twift and tort 

ture to iupport 

word, I repeat 

ferious; —a 

would lofe all k: 

e
T
 
i
e
e
e
 
a
 

e
e
 

. 
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Tides 
as | 

they impofed upon their child,—or more 

the choice of Ponto or Cupid 

This, he would fay, look’d ill; — and 

had, moreover, this particular ag 

tion in it, viz. That when once a vile 

was wrongfully or injudicioufly 

en pereee might 

poflibly, 

ot in the man’slife, 

death,—be, finely 

its with the worl ina 
+ l us, he would 

act of parliament 

knew as well as 

ature affum’d a power 

ais Ae for very {trong 

, which he could give, it had ne- 

ver 
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[ 124 
ver yet adventured, he would fay, to eo y, tog 
a rae further. 

[t was obfervable, that tho’ my father, 

in confequence of this opinion, nee as J 

have told you, the ftrongeft likings and 

diflikings towards certain names : 

there were {till numbers of names which 

g fo equally in the balance ne fore 

him, that the y were abfolutely inc 

to him. ack, Dick, and Tom were of 

this clafs: Thefe my father call’d neutra 
names ;—aflirming of them 

fatyr, That, there had 

knaves and fools, at 

good men, fince the worlc 

had indifferently borne the 

like equal forces acti 

in contrary directions, he thought the 

mutu rally deftroyed each others effeéts ; 

for which reafon, he would often declare, 

He 
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[125] 
would not give a cherry-ftone to 

A ¢] eh iy neft them. Bob, which w 

sther’s name, was another of tl 

nds of Chriftian names, whi 

either way; and as 

’d to be at Ep/om, when 

him, —he would’ oft times 

ven it was no worfe. And 

a negative q 

ra with bhi im 5~ -~’twas work 

5 again was I 

> faid, was the Drv 

:, of all the names in the univerfe 

d the moft unc onquerable ave 

for TristRAM3---he had the tk 

moft contemptible opinion of it of 

1ing in the world, --- thinking it could 

ffibly produce nothing in rerum nat 
1 

what was extreamly mean and piti- 
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It was the identical thing 

- did ; —for in the yea 

two years before I was 

eee of writing a1 

ply upon the 
me 

candour and modeftty, th 

is great abhorrence to the Name, 

When this ftory is compared with the 

ae Will not — entle reader 

oul? ----to fee an 

pofed gentleman, who 

ive in his no- 

da train of events perpetuall y 

ing out againft him, and in fo criti 
‘priale 2 Ad tek 
cruel a way, as uf they hac 
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iy ciffyllable of 

3 unifon 

> vitupera- 

is afhes! [ 

rv bufied itfeli in traver 

man,- 

account of it. 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
DVSGLOVSKMANKU@LOLULBCODEaN (oye @revenvenlonert:] MOMOM Osrlefevuicem leo ion ( @Q@ns>) On| Oucr   icensed under Creative C



  

[5 229) ] 

CHAS Oo eex. 

— How could you, Madam, be 

fo inattentive in reading the laft chapter? 

T tol 

papift. Papift! You told me no fuch 

d you in it, Dhat iny mother was not a 

thing, Sir. Madam, I beg leave to re- 

peat it over again, That I told you as 

plain, at leaft, as words, by direct infer- 

ence, could tell you fuch a thing. —Then, 

Sir, I muft have miis’d a page.--No, Ma 

dam,—you have not mils’d a word.—— 

Then I was afleep, Sir.—My pride, Ma- 

dam, cannot allow you that refuge.— 

Then, I declare, I know nothing at all 

about the matter.— That, Madam, is the 

very fault I lay to your charge; and as 

a punifhment for it, I do infift upon it, 

that you immediately turn back, that is, 

as foon as you get to the next full ftop, 

and read the whole chapter over again. 

VO I i 
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| have impofed this penance upon 

ner out of wantonnels or c ruelty, 

he | f motives ; and there 

er no apology 

*k :-—’Tis to rebuke 

ich has crept into thou- 

—of reading ftraight 

eft of the adven- 

deep erudition and 
Sh play pa oan lr 
ook of this Cait, 

1ed to make wit 

lraw curious conclufions i) 

Va Korg Vind 
£4 H€ 1tories 

sar
eni

on'
 

me, run over without this 

ion, —do lefs fervice, I 

it, than the hiftory of Pari/mus and 

m
e
n
e
 
C
E
R
R
O
 

e
R
 

U
R
E
 

oe
 

a 
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[ 131 ] 
Parifmenus, or of the Seven Champions 

of England, read with it. 

— ——But here comes my fair Lady. 

Have you read over again the elgaters 

Madam, as I defired you? —You have 

And did you not obferve the pe 

upon the fecond reading, which admits 

the inference ? - 

Then, Madam, be pleafed to ponder y 

the lait line but one of the chay 

I take upon me to fay, “ It was xe: 

I fhould be born before I was 

Had my mother, Madam, been 

that confequence did not follow. * 

IT 2 

* The Romifb Rituals dire& the baptizing of the g of the 
child, in cafes of danger, efore it is born; — but 

upon this provifo, That fome part or cther of 

child’s body be feen by the | 

Doctors of the Sorbonne, by a deliberation 

amongft them, April 10, 1733,—~have enlarged the 
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le misfortune for this fame 

yk of mine, but more fo to the Re- 

Letters ;— fo that my own 

his felf-fame vile prurien- 

for frefh adventures in al 

into our hal 

ylly intent 

the impatience of our 
vi xray tha aaNE Aa 
that way,—-tnat nothing = 

powers of the midwives, by determining, 

tho’ no part of the child’s body fhould ap 

adminift 

1 head, 

both for tying and untying the knots of {chool-divi- 

—fhould, after fo much pains beftowed upon 

— give up the point at laft, asa fecond La cho 

ble ;——** Infantes in maternis uteris éxifte 

t. Thomas) baptizari poffunt rz 
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but the grofs and more carnal 

compofition will go down: —Th 

hints and fly communications of {cience 

fly off, like fpirits, upwards ;——— the 

heavy moral efcapes downwards; and 

both the one and other are as much loft 

to the world, as if they were ftill left in 

the bottom of the 1 ink-horn. 

I wifh the male-reader has not pafs’d 

by many aone, as quaint and curious as 

this one, in which the female-reader has 

been detected. JI with it may have its 

effects ;—and that all good people, both 

male and mat abe a her miley may 
1 1 2 taue pe taugot 

If the reader has the curiofity to fee the queftion 

upon baptifm, 4y injection, as prefented to the Doc- 

tors of the Serbanne,—with their confultation there- 
upon, it is as follows 
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urgien Accoucheur, reprefente & 

Meffieurs les Doéteurs de Sorbonne, 

y @ de cas, qu trés rares, ou une 

feauroit accouche meme ott 
7 Rowe yy oF Neigh as , ee 

int eft tellement renfermé dans le fein 
4 (14 , aries, ny ap 
ae fa mere, qu al ne it Darowre aucune 

“tar 15 9g Be - rn la Gia, 

partie de ibe COVPS, Ce que jerott Un cas, fut- 

7. 7 ° 

tuels, de lui conférer, du moins 

condition, le baptime. Le Chir Urelen, 

nfulte, Baia par le moyen d’i 

voir baptifer imme- 

s faire aucun tort & 

al 

t Sen Jervir dans 

d expofer. 
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EPONSE a aed 

anh 
que Topofee 

XY, 4 4 a 5 Th fouffre de grandes diff 

logiens a aun 

le baptéme, qui eft 

fuppofe une premiere 
dans le monde, pour ren , Jefus Chrift 

dit ce 8. Docteur, baptifer les enj 

rime ee le ait de leurs Meres, e¢ § 

16s que 

heuvent CUCETL 

omas 

Rd cae Ht A forse) 
point nés, S ne 

han pievls MIATA 6 p , parm les autres hommes; dou 

wils ne pbeuvend étre P object 
qu 11S NC PE AVCHhL CL L O07€L 

Dour Tecevolyr a leur m 7 

mater nis 
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[ 136 ] 
dierunt in lucem ut cum aliis hominibus 
itam ducant ; unde non poffunt fubjici 

actioni humane, ut per eorum minifte- 
rium facramenta rec pliant ad falutem. 
Les rituels ordonnent dans la pratig que ce que 
es Lheologiens ont établi fur les 1 pe. mes ma- 
titres, &F ils deffendent tous d’une maniére 

niforme de baptifer les enfans qui font ren- 

Sermés dans le fein de leurs meres, 8° ils ne 

font paroitre quelque partie de leurs ae 
Le ue concours des th réologiens, & des rituels, 

les régles des diocéfes, J Silt 

é qui termine la quefiion prefentes 
confcie ce Con nft derant 

ment des théo 

raifon de con- 
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[ 137] 
théologiens enfeignent, que lon peut rifquer les 

facremens qu Jefus Chrift 4 établis comme 

des moyens faciles, mais néceffaires pour 

fanttifier les hommes, 8 a ailleurs eftimant, 

que les enfans renfermés dans le fein de 

leurs meres, pourroient étre copables de falut, 

parce qwils font capables de damnation ,;— 

pour ces confiderations, €P eu égard a Vex- 

py, fuivant lequel on affure avoi trouve 

un moyen certain de baptifer ces enfans ainfe 

venfermés, fans faire aucun tort a la mere, 

le Confeil eftime quePon pourroit fe fervir du 
4 moyen propofe, te la confiance quwil a, que 

Dieu wv a point laiffé ces fortes d’enfans 

Jans aucuns fecours, {8 fuppofant, comme 

il off expofe, que le meyen dont il Sagit eft 

propre a leur procurer le ae ve; cependant 

comme il Sagiroit, en autorifant la pratique 

propofée, de changer une régle uni ipbieren 

établie, le Confeil croit que celut qua confulte 

doit Sadreffer a fon évéque, &F a qui wl ap- 

particnt 
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entre hon les rai fur lefquelles les doé 

fouffignés 8 ap 

le cas de néceffi 

tendre que la 4 

cordée d’ employer 

antageux au falut de enfant. Au re 

le confeile, en efiimant que l’on pourroit sen 

Jervir crott cef t, que fi les enfans dont 
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de ceux qui fe férvient fervis du méme moyen, 

il féroit néceffaire de les baptifer fous condi- 

le confeil fe conforme a tous 

les rituels, qui en autorifant le baptéme d’un 

enfant qui fait parcitre quelque partie de fon 

corps, enjoignent néamoins, SF ordonnent de 

le baptifer fous condition, si] vient heureufe- 

ment au monde. 

Déliberé en Sorbonne, le 10 Avril, 1733. 

A 
A. Le Moyne, 

L. De Romieny, 

D JE Mz ARCIELY. 

Mr. Triftram Shandy’s compliments to 

Meflrs. Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De 

ag hopes they all refted well the 

after fo tirefome a confultation. — 

begs to know, whether, after the ce- 

temony of marriage, and before ue of 

con- 
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you muft know, was fitting on the op-. 

pofite fide of the fire, fmoking his focial 

pipe all the time, in mute contemplation 

- a new pair of black-plufh-breeches 

which he had got on ;—What can they 

ne brother? quoth my father,— 

ink, replied my uncle Toby, taking 

his pipe from his mouth, and ftriking p 
i 

1. 
i he head of it two or three times upon 

‘his left thumb, as he began 

ce, ——I think, fays he: 

o enter rightly into my uncle Toby’s 

ments upon this matter,! you muft 

to enter firft a little into his 

Arsh) (Wake aren of which I fhall 

you, and then the Higa e be- 

well ; 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3.  



E 142] 

—Pray what was that man’s name.--- 
for I write in fuch a hu 

time to recolleé& or look for i 

firft made the obfervation, “« That there 
was great inconftancy in our air and cli- 
mates... WV en he was, *twas a 

and good obfervation in him.----But 

corollary drawn from it, namely, 

it is this which has furnifhed us wit 

fuch a variety of odd and whimfical cha- 

racters ;”-— that was not h 

found out by another 

or and a half after 

again,— that this copious ft 

ae materials, is the true and-natural 

caufe that ourComedies are fo much bet- 

ter than thofe of France, or any. others th: 

either have, or can be wrote upon De 

Continent ; that difcovery was not 
fully made till about the middle of king 

illiam’s reign,---when the great Dryden, 

in 
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in writing one of his long prefaces, (if I 

miftake not) moft fortunately hit upon 

it. Indeed towards the latter end of 

queen Anne, the great Addifon began to 

patronize the notion, and more fully ex- 

plained it to the world in one or two of 

his Spectators; — but the difcovery was 

not his. —Then, fourthly and laftly, that 

this ftrange irregularity in our climate, 

producing fo ftrange an irregularity in 

our characters, doth thereby, in 

fome fort, make us amends, by giving IS5 

1 
us fomewhat to makeus merry with when 

the weather will not fuffer us to go out 

of ee obfervation is my own ;-- 

and was ftruck out by me this very rainy 

day, March 26, 1759, and betwixt the 

hours of nine and ten in the morning. 

Thus,---thus my fellow labourers and 

affociates in this great harveft of our 

learning, 
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léatning, now ripening before our eyes; 

thus it is; by flow fteps of cafual increafe, 

that our knowledge phyfical, metaphy- 

fical, phyfiological, polemical, nautical, 

mathematical, znigmatical, technical, 

biographical, romantical, chemical, “and 

obftetrical, with fifty other branches of it, 

(moft of ’em ending, as 'thefe do, in‘zca/) 

have, for thefe two laft centuries and 

more, gradually been creeping upwards 

towards that Axui of their perfections, 

from which, if we may form a conjeCture 

from the advances of thefe laft feven 

years, we cannot poffibly be f 

When that happens, it is to be hoped, 

it will put an end to all kind of writings g 
whatfoever ;—*the want of all kind of 

writing will put an end to all kind of 

reading ; --- and that in time, As war be- 

gets poverty, poverty peace, ——~ mult, in} 

courte, 
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courfe, put an end to all kind of know- 

ledge, ---and then we fhall have all 

to begin over again ; or, in other words, 

be exactly where we ftarted. 

———Happy ! thrice happy Times! 

T only with that the ara of my begetting, 

as well as the mode and manner of it, 

had been a little alter’d,--or that it could 

have been put off with any convenience 

to my father or mother, for fome twenty 

or five-and-twenty years longer, when a 

man in the literary world might have 
ftood fome chance.— 

But I forget my uncle Tody, whom all 
this while we have left knocking the 

afhes out of his tobacco pipe. 

His humour was of that particular 

{fpecies, which does honour to our atmo- 

K {phere ; 
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man, for which my father, according to 

his hypothefis of Chriftian names, would 

often fay, She might thank her godfa- 

thers and godmothers. 

It will feem very ftrange,——and I 

would as foon think of dropping a riddle 

in the reader’s way, which is not my in- 

tereft to do, as fet him upon guefling 

how it could come to pafs, that an event 

of this kind, fo many years after it had 

happened, fhould be referved for the in- 

terruption of the peace and unity, which 

otherwife fo cordially fubfifted, between 

my father and my uncle Joby. One 

would have thought, that the whole 

force of the misfortune fhould have 

fpent and wafted itfelf in the family at 

firft,—as is generally the cafe :—But no- 
thing ever wrought with our family af- 

ter the ordinary way. Poffibly at the 

K 2 ver 
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very time this happened, it might have 

fomething elfe to afflict it; and as afflic- 

tions are fent down for our good, and 

that as this had never done the SHanpy 

Famity any good at all, it might lye 

waiting till apt times and circumftances 

fhould give it an opportunity to dif- 
charge its office.— Obferve, I deter- 

mine nothing upon this. —My way 

is ever to point out to the curious, differ- 

ent tracts of inveftigation, to come at 

the firft fprings of the events I tell;— 

not with a pedantic Fe/cue, — or in the 

decifive Manner of Tacitus, who outwits 

himfelf and his reader; — but with the 

officious -humility of a heart.devoted to 

the affiftance merely of the inquifitive;-- 

to them I write, and.by them I thall 

be read, if any fuch reading as this 

could be fuppofed to hold out fo long, 

to the very end of the world, 

Why 
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Why this caufe of forrow, therefore, 

was thus referved for my father and un- 

cle, is undetermined by me. But how 

and in what direétion it exerted itfelf, fo 

as to'become the caufe of diffatisfaction. 

between them, after it began to operate, 

is what I am able to explain with great 

exactnefs, and is as foilows: 

My uncle Tosy SHanpy, Madam, 

was a gentleman, who, with the virtues 

which ufually conftitute the character of 

a man of honour and rectitude,—poffef- 

fed one ina very eminent degree, which 

is feldom or never put into the catalogue ; 

and that was a moft extream and unpa- 

ralle’d modefty of nature; tho’ I 

correct the word nature, for this reafon, 

that I may not prejudge a point which 

mutt fhortly come to a hearing; and that 

is, Whether this:modefty of his was na- 

Kg tural 
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tural or acquir’d. Which ever 
bs my uncle Toby came by it, *twas 

everthelefs sepa in the trueft fenfe 

of it; and that is, Madam, not in regard 
to words, for he was fo unhappy as to 

have very little choice in them,—but to 

is kind of modefty fo 

sd him, and it arofe to fuch a hei eigh 

in him, as almoit to equal, if fuch a thing 

could be, even the modefty of a woman: 

‘That female nicety, 1 Madam, and inward 

linefs of mind and fancy, in your 

ex, which makes you fo much the awe 
of ours. 

by Bhdlix contracted all this from 

that he |} fpent a 
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ion which fuch fair examples render ir- 

refiftable,---he had acquired this amia 

turn of mind. 

with his fifter-in-law, my 

eé and my mother,——my ur 

fearce exchanged three nearer with 

{ex in as many years ; no, 

Madam, by a blow. A blow 1---Ye 

it was owing to:a blow fron 

ff by a ball from the 

horn- ih at the fiege of Na 

*k full big 

groin.---Which ube cov 

The ftory of that, Madam, ta ito “and 

interefting’;----but it would be running 

my hiftory all upon heaps to give it you 3 

here. ——’ Tis for an epifode hereafter 

and every circumftance relating to it in 

per place, fhall be faithfully 
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before, you:----’Till then, it is not in my 
power, to! give further light into this 

et, of lay more than what I have 
faid already,-----That my uncle Toby was 
a gentleman of unparallel’d modetty, 
which. happer ning to be fomewhat fub- 
tilized and rarified by the conftant heat 
of a little family-pride, they both fo 
wrought together within him, that he 
EN pl never bear to hear the affair of my 
aunt Din.ag touch’d upon, but with the 
greateft emotion.— The leatt hint of it 
was enough to make the blood fly into 

8 face aoccbut when my father enlarged 
ftory in mixed companies, 
illuftration of his hypothefis 
obliged him to do,----the un- 

fortunate blight of one of the fairett 
branches of the family, would fer my 
uncle Zody’s honour and mode {ty o’bleed~ 

and he would often take my fa- 

ther 
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ther afide, in the greateft concern ima- 

ginable, to expoftulate and tell him, he 

would give him any thing in the world, 

only to let the itory reft. 

My father, I believe, had the trueft 

love and tendernefs for my uncle Toby, 

that ever one brother bore towards ano- 

ther, and would have done any thing in 

nature, which one brother in reafon could 

have defir’d of another, to have made my 

uncle Tody’s heart eafy in this, or any other 

point. But this lay out of his power. 

My father, as I told you, was a 

philofopher in grain, — {fpeculative, — 

fyftematical ;—and my aunt Dinab’s af- 

fair-was a matter of as much confequence 

to him, as the retrogradation of the pla- 

nets to Copernicus :—The backflidings of 

Venus in her orbit fortified the Copernican 
fyftem 
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fyftem, call’d fo after his name; and the 
backflidings of my aunt Dizab in her'ore 
bit, did the fame fervice in eftablithine 
my father’s fyftem, which, ] truft, will 
1 ag age F te for ever hereafter be call’d th handean 
Sy/tem, after his, 

In any other family difhonour, my 
ther, I believe, had. as nice a 
Pal ? 
name as any man whatever; if 

neither he, nor, I dare fay, 
‘would have divulged the affair in either 
eis | cafe, or have taken 

to the world, but 

they owed, as they 
oy} Amicus Plato, my y father would fay, con- 

ftruing the wo we to my uncle Toby 
he went along, / bP 

Dinaw was my aunt 

MA he LE USnmbmetox}y UE Di ’R 
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This contrariety of humours betwixt 

my father and my uncle, was the fource 

of many a fraternal {quabble. The one 

could net bear to gti the tale of family 

difgrace recorded,_and_ the other 

would fearee ever let a day pafs to an 

end without fome hint at it 

For God’s fake, my uncle Toby would 

df ery,———and for my uv and for all our 

fakes, my dear brother Shandy,—do let 

this ftory of our aunt’s vi her athes 

fleep in peace;———how can you,——+ 

how can you have fo little feeling and 

compaffion for the character of our fa- 

mily : What is the 

wee an hy 1 thefis? my father wo ul 

WwW hat 1S the e life of 4h Hinity —_—_— mes 4 | 3 

life of a family!—my uncle Toby would 

fay, throwing himfelf back in his arm- 
chair 
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chair, and lifting up his hands, his eyes, 
and. one leg.- Yes the life,- my; 
father would fay, maintaining his point. 
How many thoufands of ’em are there 
every year that comes caft away, (in all 
civilized countries at leaft) and con- 
fider’d as nothing but common air, in 
competition of an hypothefis.. In my 
plain fenfe of things, my uncle Toby, 
would anfwer, every fuch inftance 
is downright Murper, let who will 
commit it.——-There lies your miftake, 
my father would reply, for, in Foro 
Stientiz there is no fuch thing as Mur- 
DER,———tis only Deatu, brother. 

My uncle Toby would never, offer. to 
anfwer this by any other kind of argu- 
ment, than that of whiftling halfa dozen 
bars of Lillabullero.——Y ou mutt know 

it 
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‘tt was the ufual channel thro’ which his 

paffions got vent, when any thing fhock- 

ed or furprifed’ him, but ‘efpecially 

when any thing, which he deem’d very 

abfurd, was offer’d. 

As not one of our logical writers, nor 

any of the commentators upon them, 

that I remember, have thought proper to 

give a name to this particular fpecies of 

argument,—I here take the liberty to do 

it myfelf, for two reafons. Firft, That, 

in order to prevent all confufion in dif- 

putes, it may ftand as much diftinguifh- 

ed for ever, from every other fpecies of 

argument,——as the Argumenium ad 

Verecundiamn, ex Abfurdo, ex Fortiori, or any 

other argument whatfoever: And, 

fecondly, That it may be faid by my chil- 

dren’s children, when my head is laid to 

reft,----that their learned grand-father’s 

head 
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head had been bufied to as much pur- 
pole once, as other people’s: — ha he 
had invented a namej--- and ine routly 
thrown it into the Treasi 
ars Logica, for one of the mot unan- 
{werable ar guments in the whole fcience. 
And if the end of difputation is more to 
filence tia sa -they may add, if 

they pleafe 

too. 

I. do. the 
nn HA Re | <a a er ] 

itrictly ore nd command, That 

known and difti nguifh 

and title of the Ar27 

and no at 

after with 

the Argume 

ever hereafter be tre 

chapter. 
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As for the Argumentum Tripodiam, which 

is never ufed but by the woman againft 

the man ;---and the Argumentum ad Rem, 

contrarywife, is made ufe of by 

> man only againft the woman:— As 

two are enough in confcience for 

3;——— and, moreover, as the 

one is the beft anfwer to the other,---let 

them likewife be kept apart, and be 

treated of in a place by themfelves, 

learned Bifhop Ala//. 

the famous Dr. Fofeph Hall, who 

op of Hweter in King Fames the 

on, tells us in one of his Decads, 

ad of his divine art of meditation, 

: London, in the year 1610, 

clling in Adergate-ftreet, 

s¢ ‘That 
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* That it is an abominable thing for a 
man to commend himfelf;”---and I rea]- 
ly think it is fo. 

And yet, on the other hand, when a 

thing is executed in a mafterly kind of a 

fafhion, which thing is not likely to be 

found out ;---I think itis full as abomi- 

nable, that a man fhould lofe the ho- 
nour of it, and go out of the world with 
the conceit of it rotting in his head. 

This is precifely my fituation, 

For in this long digreffion which I was 

accidentally led into, as in all my digref- 

fions (one only excepted) there is a 

mafter-ftroke of digreffive fkill, the me- 
rit of which has all along, I fear, been 

overlooked by my reader,--not for want 

of penetration in him,—but becaufe ’tis 

an 
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xcellence feldom looked for, or ex- 

eéted indeed, in a digreffion; --- and it 

: That tho” my digreffions are all 

“i as you obferve, — and that I fly off 

from what I am about, as far’and:as of- 

ten too as any writer in Great-Britain , 

yet I conftantly take care to order affairs 

fo, that my main bufinefs does not ftand 
a 

ftill in my abfence. 

I was juft going, for example, to have 

given you the great out-lines of my uncle 

Toby’s moft whimfical character ;—-when 

my aunt Dinab and the coachman came 

a-crofs us, and'ledus a vagary fome mil 

lions of miles into the very heart of the 

planetary fyftem: Notwithftanding all 
1° this, you perceive that the drawing of 

ny uncle Jody’s character went on gently 

all the time ;---not:the great contours of 

it, —-that was:impoffible,---but fome 

Vou. I. Ns 
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miliar ftrokes and faint defignations of 

it, were here and there touch’d in, as we 

went along, fo that you are much better 

acquainted with my uncle Joby now than 

you was before. 

y 

By this contrivance the machinery of 
my work is of a fpecies by itfelf; two 

contrary motions are introduced into it, 

and reconciled, which were thought to 

be at variance with each other. 

word, my work is digreffive, and 

progreflive too,—and at the 

This, Sir, is a very’ different ftory 

from that of the earth’s moving round 

her axis, in her diurnal rotation, with het 
ii ee a a any 

progrefs in her el lliptic k orbit 

brings about the year, and contft 

that seas and viciffitude of 
: hey gare 

enjoy 3----though i OWN : y , 
o 
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thought, —as I believe the greateft of 

our boafted improvements and difcove- 

ries have come from fome fuch trifling 

hints. 

Digreffions, inconteftably, are the fun- 

fhine ; they are the life, the foul of 

reading ; --- take them out of this book 

for inftance,--you might as well take the 

book along with them;—one cold eternal 

winter would reign in every page of it; 

reftore them to the writer ; he fteps 

forth like a bridegroom,—bids All hail ; 

brings in variety, and forbids the appe- 

tite to fail. 

All the dexterity is in the good cook- 

ery and management of them, fo as to 

be not only for the advantage of the 

reader, but alfo of the author, whofe di- 

ftrefs, in this matter, is truely pitiable : 

EY 2, For 
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For, if he begins a digreffion, --- from 

that moment, I obferve, his whole work 

ftands ftock-ftill ; — and if he goes on 

with his main work, ---- then there is an 

end of his digreffion. 

—— This is vile work. —For which 

reafon, from the beginning of this, you 

f{ée, I have conftruéted the main work 

and the adventitious parts of it with fuch 

atrfeton, and have fo i at 

and involved the digreffive and progef- 

five movemets, one wheel within another, 

that the whole machine, in general, has 

been kept a-going ;---and, what’s more, 

it eee be kept a-going thefe forty years, 

t pleafes the fountain of health to 
t blefs me fo long with life and good {pi- 

iS. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Have a ftrong propenfity in me to 

begin this chapter very nonfenfically, 

at ~) / aa 
and I will not balk my fancy.—Accora- 

ingly I fet off thus. 

If the fixure of Momus’s glafs, in the 

human breaft, according to the propofed 

emendation of that arch-critick, had ta- 

ken place, firft, This foolifh confe- 

quence would certainly have followed, -- 

That the very wifeft and the very graveft 

of us all, inone coin or other, muft have 

paid window-money every day of our 

lives. 

And, fecondly, That had the faid glafs 

been there fet up, nothing more would 

have been wanting, in order to have ta- 
ae ken   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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ken a man’s character, but to have ta- 
ken a chair and gone foftly, as you would 
to a dioptrical bee-hive, and look’d in,-- 
view’d the foul ftark naked 3 --- obferv’d 
all her motions, — her machinations; — 
traced all her maggots from their firft 
engendering to their crawling forth ;--- 
watched her loofe in her frifks, her gam- 
bols, her capricios ; and after fome no- 

tice of her more folemn deportment, con- 
fequent upon fuch frifks, €?e. then 
taken your pen and ink and fet down 
nothing but what you had feen, and 
could have fworn to: --- But this is an 
advantage not to be had by the bio- 
grapher in this planet, —in the planet 
Mercury (belike) it may be fo, if not 

better ftill for him ; ---- for there the in- 

tenfe heat of the country, which is pro- 
ved by computators, from its vicinity to 
the fun, to be more than equal to that 

of 
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of red hot iron, —mutt, I think, long ago 

have vitrified the bodies of the inhabi- 

tants, (as the efficient caufe) to fuit them 

for the climate (which 1s the final caufe) ; 

fo that, betwixt them both, all the tene- 

ments of their fouls, from top to bottom, 

may be nothing elfe, for aught the 

foundett philofophy can fhew to the con- 

trary, but one fine tranfparent body of 

clear glafs (bating the umbilical knot);--- 

fo, that till the inhabitants grow old and 

tolerably wrinkled, whereby the rays of 

light, in paffing through them, become 

fo monftroufly refracted, or return 

reflected from their furfaces in fuch 

tranfverfe lines to the eye, that a man 

cannot be feen thro’ ;---his foul might as 

well, unlefs, for more ceremony, --- or 

the trifling advantage which the umbi- 

lical point gave her, ---- might, upon all 

other 
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other accounts, I fay, as well play the s es ; 
fool out o’ doors as in her own houfe 

ai
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d 

e
e
e
 

But shea as I faid above, is not the 
eale c iabitants of this eart h;— 

ugh the body, 
t up here in a dark covering 

leth and blood; fo that 

he {pecifick chHa- 
h oT Te a 1947- “0 e them, we muft go fome other 

good truth, aré the ways 
human wit has been forced to take 

with exaétnefs, 

e, draw all their cha- 

uitruments. = Vireil 
Aes ninth Ae 4 4 ay ui akes notice ¢ lat way in the affair of 

7? 7] 1 mM Dido and 4neas ;—but it is as fallac ‘ious 
Pyle URS Re Te as the breath of fame Ms moreover, 

be- 
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befpeaks a narrow genius. Iam not ig- 

norant that the Italians pretend to a ma- 

thematical exaétn efs in their defignations 

of one particular fort of character among 

them, from the forte or piano of a cer- 

tain wind inftrument they ufe, — which 

they fay is infallible. —-1 dare not men- 

tion the name of the inftiument in this 

place ;-~’tis fufficient we have it amongtt 

us,—but never think of making a draw- 

ing by it ;---this is zenigmatical, and in- 

tended to be fo, at Bint ad populum : --- 

And therefore I beg, Madam, when you 

come here, that bee read on as fait as 

you can, and never ftop to make any in- 

quiry about it. 

There are others again, who will draw 

a man’s character from no other helps in 

the world, but merely from his evacua- 

tions ; — but this often gives a very in- 

correct   Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
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correct out-line, --- unlefs, indeed, you 

take a fketch of his repletions too; and 

by correcting one drawing from the 
other, compound one good figure out of 
them both. 

I thould have no objeétion to this me- 
thod, but that I think it muft fmell too 

ftrong of the lamp,—and be render’d ftill 
more operofe, by forcing you to have an 
eye to the reft of his Nen-Naturals. 
Why the moft natural aétions of a man’s 
life fhould be calld his Non-Naturals,--- 
is another queftion., 

There are others, four thly, who di 

dain every one of Fthele sei ou 
from any fertility of his own, but from 
the various ways of doing it, which they 
have borrowed from the honourable de- 
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vices which the Pentagraphic Brethren * 

of the brufh have fhewn in taking co- 

pies.—Thefe, you mutt know, ate your 

great hiftorians. 

One of thefe you wil fee drawing a 

full-length character agai, light ; 

that’s illiberal,---- aiponerie and hard 

upon the character of the man who fits. 

Others, to mend the matter, will make 

a drawing of you in the Camera ; --- that 

is moft unfair of all,---becaufe, there you 

are fure to be Ayan ahs in fome of 

your moft ridiculous attitudes. 

To avoid all and every one of thefe 

errors, in giving you my uncle Toby's 

charaéter, I am determin’d to draw it by 

no 

* Pentagraph, an inftrument to copy prints and 

pictures mechanically, and in any proportion. 
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no mechanical help whatever; —— nor 

fhall my pencil be guided by any one 

wind inftrument which ever was blown 

upon, either on this, or on the other 

fide of the A/ps;—nor will I confider 

either his repletions or his difcharges,— 

or touch upon his Non-Naturals ;---but, 

in a word, I will draw my uncle Toby’s 

character from his Hopsy-Horse. 

fH A Peed. 

ie I was not morally fure that the reader 

muft be out of all patience for my 

uncle Toby’s charaéter,——I would here 

previoufly have convinced him, that 

there is no inftrument fo fit to draw fuch 

a thing with, as that which I have pitch’d 
upon, 

A 
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A than and his Hosspy-Horsks, 

tho’ I cannot fay that they act and re-act 

exactly after the fame manner in which 

the foul and body do upon each other : 

Yet doubtlefs there is a communication 

between them of fome kind, and my 

opinion rather is, that there is fomething 

in it more of the manner of electrified 

bodies,--and that by means of the heated 

parts of the rider, which come immedi- 

ately into contact with the back of the 

Hossy-Horsr.—By long journies and 

much frition, it fo happens that the bo- 

dy of the rider is at length fill’d as full 

of Hloszy-HorsrcaL matter as it can 

hold; ---- fo that if you are able to give 

but a clear defcription of the nature of 

the one, you may form a pretty exact 

notion of the genius and character of the 

other. 
Now 
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Now the Hossy-Horsz which my 

uncle Toby always rode upon, was, in my 
opinion, an Hogpy- Horse well worth 
giving a defcription of, if it was only 
upon the {core of his great fingularity ; 
for you might have travelled from York 
to Dever,—_—from Dover to Penzance in 
Cornwall, and from Penzance to York back 
again, and not have feen fuch another 
upon the road; or if you had feen fuch 
a one, whatever hafte you had been in, 
you mutt infallibly have ftopp’d to have 
taken a view of him. Indeed, the gait 
and figure of him was fo ftr ange, and fo 
utterly unlike was he, from his head to 
his tail, to any one of the whole {pecies, 
that it was now and then made a matter 
of difpute, whether he was really a 
Fospy-Horse or no: But as the Philo- 
fopher would ufe no other argument to 

the fceptic, who difputed with him againft 

the 
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the reality of motion, fave that of rifing 

up upon his legs, and walking a-crofs 

the room;—fo would my uncle Toby ufe 

no other argument to prove his Hossy- 

Horse was a Hosey-Horse indeed, 

but by getting upon his back and riding 

him about ;—leaving the world after that 

to determine the point as it thought fit. 

In good truth, my uncle Foby mounted 

him with fo much pleafure, and he car- 

ried my uncle Toby fo well, that he 

troubled his head very little with what 

the world either faid or thought about 

1¢ 
il. 

It is now high time, however, that I 

give you a defcription of him: — But to 

go on regularly, I only beg you will give 
© 

me leave to acquaint you firft, how my 

uncle Toby came by him. 
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COMA Bis xy 

HE wound in my uncle Toby's 

groin, which he received at the 

fiege of Namur, rendering him unfit for 

the fervice, it was thought expedient he 

fhould return to England, in order, if 

poflible, to be fet to rights. 

He was four years totally confined,— 

part of it to his bed, and all of it to his 

room; and in the courfe of his cure, 

which was all that time in hand, fuffer’d 

unfpeakable miferies, — owing to a fuc- 

ceffion,of exfoliations from the ofs pubis, 

and the outward edge of that part of the 

coxendix called the df ileum, both 
> 

which anes were difmally crufh’d, as 

much by the irregularity of the ftone, 

which I told you was broke off the pa- 
rapet, 
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rapet,—as by its fize, —( though it was 

f 
pretty large) w which inclined the 

all along to think, that the great hea 

which it had done my uncle 7 ody’s gt 

was more owing to the gravity of the 

ftone itfelf, than to the projectile force 

of it, —which he would often tell him 

was a great happinefs. 

My father at that time was juft begin- 

ning bufineds in London, and bad 1 taken a 

houfe -—and as the trueft friencfhip and 

cordiality fubfifted between the two bro- 

thers,—and that my father thought my 

uncle Toby could no where be fo well 

nurfed and taken care of as in his own 

houfe,——he affign’d him the very beft 

apartment in it.—-And what Sy a sa fais 

more fincere mark of his affection fill, 

he would never esd a irene 

quaintance t 

Vou. I. M occafion, 
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occafion, but he would take him by 

hand, and lead him up ftairs to fee 

brother Jody, and chat an hour by 

bed fide 

foldier’s wound be- 

gules the fF it ;—-my uncle’s vifit- 

t fo, and in their daily 

calls upon him, from the courtefy arifing 

out of ief, 

turn the d 

from that 

generally roll on to the fiege itfelf. 

were infinitely 

oby received great 

from ee n, and would have recei 

ved much more, but. that they brought 

him into fome unforefee: 

tarded his cure greatly; and 
> 

Copyright © Cambridge University Library 
icensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 3  



not hit upon an e& t to extricate 

himfelf out of them, I verily believe they 

would have laid him in his grave. 

offible for you to 

ouefs;—if you could,—I fhould bluth; 

not as a relation, — not as a man, —-nor 
3 1 a anid hlith ac 

even as a woman,—but I fhould bluih as 

—JI would tear it out of my 
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