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. PREFACE.

“THE fair commanded the song” to Cowper and a
friend, who alas ! is no more, suggested the theme of the
following verses. He himself set a seal on his loyalty by
his pathetic end on 12th December last in the pandal
erected in Bombay for reading the Royal Proclamation, a
few minutes before the commencement of the proceedings.
Much greater men than myself have borne eloquent
testimony to the saintly character and profound learning
of my friend, and though I would not say anything in
this place to extol his many virtues, it is but justice that
in putting these few verses before the Marathi reading
public, I should mention the circumstance that the work
just begun during his lifetime might have remained
unfinished if the wish expressed by the late Vishnu Krishna
Bhatavadekar at our last meeting in this world had not
been a moral force encouraging and goading me on to
complete what has all along been a labour of love to me.

PoonNa
6th July 1912. G. J. AGASHE.
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It is an encouraging sign of the times that the
literature on the subject of the Coronation Durbar at Delhi
1911, is steadily growing and what is particularly notable
is that the growth is visible in the Vernacular Literature.
It has now become a commonplace to say that the visit ot
Their Imperial Majesties George V and Mary, has marked
a new and promising era in the history of British Rule in
India and that for the first time in that history, the people
have seen their Sovereign and known what it is to be
touched by his inspiring presence. Vivid descriptions of
the visit have appeared in the newspapers, both in this
country and in England, and instances of the manner in
which Royalty won the hearts of their subjects wherever
they went and spoke have been recorded. These the
future historian of British India will doubtless in proper
time bring together and narrate. But more than history
is poetry and for the memory of the sights, scenes and
success of the Royal visit to find its way into the heart
of Hindustan so as to become a sacred tradition, handed
from one age to another, it is to the mission of the poet we
must turn ; and it is from him that future generation must
get the inspiration to see and cherish the reality of the
visions of the Delhi Durbar of 1911 and all that has made
it so historic.

It is some such prevision which must have prompted
that angelic soul the late Mr. Vishnu Krishna Bhatavade-
kar when he suggested to his friend Mr. G. J. Agashe, the
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idea of using his poetical talent for the purpose of idealis-
ing the events and memories of the Royal Visit and the
Coronation Durbar at Delhi. Mr. Agashe took up the sug-
gestion, faithful to the call of his friend, and we have now
the Poem entitled “Rajyarohana” (Coronation of the King)
which is presented to the public in the following pages.
It commemorates in Marathi verse what forms a new
epoch in the history of our country.

I am not competent to write critically of the merits
of the poem, but this I may venture to say that if
it is a correct definition of poetry that it is a revela-
tion of life, Mr. Agashe’s muse has well revealed to us the
life and soul of the events of the Royal Visit and the Coro-
nation Durbar. One of the striking features of the poem
is that throughout Mr. Agashe impresses his reader into
the lesson of the spiritual character of the Coronation
ceremony. As the reader follows him line by line and as
the varied metre changes its melody, the thought grows
more and more upon the mind that the ceremonies and
sights of the Durbar, the movements and speeches of
Royalty were more than show and sign—they revealed a
new life of harmony between England and India. Of that
new life breathed into the people by the Royal Visit, we
had first the promise and then the performance, says Mr
Agashe in effect in his introductory lines. What was the
promise ? When as Prince of Wales, our King-Emperor
visited India in 1905, he touched our hearts by declaring
that sympathy is and ought to be the key-note of British
rule in this country. And when as King-Emperor His
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Imperial Majesty with the Queen-Empress came amongst
his people and moved among them, with perfect trust in
them and hope for their future, the watch-word sympathy
stood symbolised as an object lesson to all.

This, in short, appears to me as the dominant idea of
the poem. It finds condensed expression in the beautifut
verse at the end immediately before the benediction, where
we are reminded that the Royal Visit gave a body and
form to the abstract conception of loyalty and effaced
from the minds of the people that their Emperor was a
foreigner.

I need not say much on another feature of the poem.
We live in days when the theory of evolution has caught
hold of our minds and it is instructive to read in these
verses once more the lesson of old that the past does not
altogether die but lives in the present and that we are
more or less creatures of ancient tradition, The Corona-
tion ceremony in the West borrows a good deal from the
Coronations of the Ancient East; and the description of the
Coronation ceremonies of Indra, Rama, and Udhisthira in
our Puranas form a valuable prelude to Mr. Agashe’s in-
spiring verse on the Coronation of His Imperial Majesty
King George V., This is a gem of a poem, and it ought to
-find a high place in the Vernacular Literature on the
Royal Visit. To the young in particular of the now and
the future it ought to be inspiring reading.

N. G. CHANDAVARKAR.
August 2nd 1912,
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3 The Bible. 2 Chalice. 2 Paten. ¥ Bishop. 4 The Choir sang as
the procession entered, “We will go into the house of the Lord.”
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% The Archbishop said at each side while the King faced
each side in turn, “Sirs, I here present unto you King George,
the undoubted King of this Realm. Wherefore all you who are
come this day to do your homage and service, are you willing to
do the same?” Four times with loud acclamation the answer
was given. “God save King George.”

2 Then the Archbishop of Canterbury administered the
oath by which His Majesty promised and swore to govern the
people of the United Kingdom and its Dominions according to
the statutes of Parliament and the Laws and Customs ete, etc.
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2 The Archbishop of Canterbury. =2 Eagle-shaped ampula.
3 The sword with which the King is girded is a symbol
¢ for the terror and punishment of evil-doers and for the protec-
tion and encouragement of those that do well.”
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2 Receive this Imperial Robe and Orb and the Lord your
God endue you with knowledge and wisdom, with majesty and
with power from on high. And when you see this Orb thus set
under the Cross, remember that the whole is subject to the
Power and Empire of Christ, our Redeemer.
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9 It is the ensign of kingly dignity and of the defence of the
Catholic Faith and symbolises his being sealed with the Spirit
of promise. R The Sceptre with the Cross and the Sceptre with
the Dove, “Ensign of kingly power and justice” and “Rod
of equity and mercy” were then placed in the King’s hands.

2 Glove (grawysi).
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2 “God crown you with a crown of glory and righteousness.”
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¢ The Choir sang, “Be strong and play the man: keep the
Commandments of the Lord thy God and walk in His ways.”
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2 “I profess implicit faith in two articles of my creed. This
country of ours is the true Land of Promise. This race of ours
is the chosen race. It is not for nothing that God has showered
His choicest blessings on this ancient land of Aryavarta”

Justice Ranade.

% Both Hindus and Mahomedans lack many of those virtues
expressed by the love of order and regulated authority. Both are
wanting in the love of municipal freedom, in the exercise of vir-
tues necessary for civil life and in aptitude for mechanical skill ,
in the love of science and research, in the love -of daring and
adventurous discovery, the resolution to master difficulties and
in chivalrous respect for woman-kind. Neither the old Hindu
nor the old Mahomedan civilization was in a condition to train
these virtues in a way to bring up the races of India on a level
with those of Western Europe. And so the work of education
had to be renewed and it has now been going on for the past
century and more under Pax Brittanica with results which all
of us are witnesses to in ourselves.” Tbid.
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OPINION: a

I have read Mr. Ganesh Janardan Agashe’s poem in Marathi,
called the “Rajya-Rohana” 7. e. coronation of King Emperor.George V.
The argument of the poem given in English describes the con-
tents of the introduction, and of each of the five cantos which make
up the poem.

A Marathi reader will be struck to note the similarity in the
ideal of a King in the West and in the East, and in the religious
observances attendant on the coronation of a King.

The early cantos describe the coronation of Indra (the God of
gods), Rama (the great king of Ayodhyi—now deified) and
Yudhisthira (the eldest of the Pandavas who overthrew the Kauravas).
The next canto describes the ceremonies at the coronation of King
George V. at Westminster.

In the last canto which deals with the Delhi Durbir, Mr. Agashe
has laid stress on the creed of the late Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ranade—
that it is through divine dispensation that India has been brought
under the agis of the British rule and that it will be fitted to take
its proper position among the civilised nations of the world, ounly by
the training it will receive under the eye and direction of Britain.
The poet has in these two last cantos done ample justice to the noble
qualities of Queen Victoria the Good, and of King Edward VII—the
Peace-maker—and to the sympathy that the King-Emperor George V.
has shown, even from his first visit as Prince of Wales, for his
Indian subjects, whom he would treat as his other subjects. The deep
loyalty stirred in the hearts of Indians by the King's visit is well
described. Thesplendours of the City of Canvas and of the Procession,
and of the Durbir are adequately treated. The poem concludes with
a benediction for long life and prosperity to the King-Emperor in
which all will join.

The poet sums up the thoughts of the Indian people at the time
of the King’s visit, the beneficial results of which will be lasting.

The poem is written in classical Marathi. Following the prece-
dent set by Sanskrit poets Mr. Agashe restricts each canto except the
last to one metre. ;

The poem is sure to be well received by the public.

AKOLA: }

21 September 1912, ViseNu M. MAHAJANI.



	PNVM-8-13881-Rajyarohan.pdf
	PNVM-8-13881-Rajyarohan.pdf

	PNVM-8-13881-Rajyarohan.OCR.pdf

