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# H o n o u r i n g I n d i g e n o u s W r i t e r s

W h y  A r e  W e  H e r e ?

In December 2015 Daniel Heath Justice
(author of “Why Indigenous Literature
Matters") began a Twitter campaign to
share the names of Indigenous writers.
The reason for his efforts was to “...push
back against the frequent assumptions
that our literary history is any less complex,
robust, or diverse than that of other
peoples.”

W h o  A r e  W e ?

In 2018, a group of interested individuals
from the First Nations and Indigenous
Studies Program, UBC Library, and the
Centre for Teaching and Learning
Technology at the University of British
Columbia came together to develop the
first #HonouringIndigenousWriters
Wikipedia Edit-a-thon.
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1 Justice, D. H.,  (2018). Why indigenous literatures matter. Waterloo, Ontario: Wilfrid Laurier University Press.

https://fnis.arts.ubc.ca/persons/daniel-justice/


D E L I V E R A B L E S

G O A L S
Increase the visibility of Indigenous writers in
Wikipedia
Engage the community in open education
practices using Wikipedia
Improve the quality of Indigenous writers
Wikipedia pages
Ensure the planning processes and practices
work in good faith with the Indigenous writers
identified for article editing

W h y  W i k i p e d i a ?

Wikipedia is a multilingual, web-based, free
encyclopedia based on a model of open community
generated knowledge. The community driven
nature of Wikipedia is meant to support Wikipedia’s
goal of providing “…every single person on the
planet is given free access to the sum of all human
knowledge.”   However, well documented systematic
bias including information gaps, exclusions,
diversity of articles and editors, and assumptions
about neutrality and notability greatly impacts the
information that can be found in an information
source with millions of views per day.

The #HonouringIndigenousWriters Wikipedia Edit-
a-thon sought to improve the coverage of
Indigenous writers on Wikipedia and to encourage
diverse community editors to actively work to
dissuade assumptions about Indigenous literature
by raising their profile in this increasingly
influential information source.
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2 Wikipedia. (2019, October 12). Jimmy Wales. Retrieved from https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Jimmy_Wales.



E V E N T  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S T

W E E K S  B E F O R E  T H E  E V E N T

Secure Date, Time, and Location.

Create an Event Dashboard using the Wikipedia Programs and Events

Dashboard (https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/).

Create a Wikipedia meetup page with:

Date, Time, and Location

Event Preparation Materials, including: Creating an account; Sign-in to the

edit-a thon Dashboard

List of articles to edit

Resources, including: Videos on learning to edit; Advanced tutorial resources

Create a Communication Plan announcing the event. This should include email,

social media (e.g. Tumblr, Facebook, Twitter), and print sources.

Identify listservs and sites to advertise your event

Engage with Community

Identify local Wikipedians and invite them to the event

Identify organizations and community groups that may be interested in

participating

Optional - Secure computers for guests and/or notify guests that laptops are

required

If possible, secure food and/or refreshments for the event

Secure a volunteer to photograph the event. Remember to secure permissions

before taking any images.

https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/


E V E N T  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S T

D A Y  B E F O R E  T H E  E V E N T

Print out educational resources and materials (http://bit.ly/2PcskjD)

Print out attendance list

Optional - Ensure computers for guest are available

Send out event reminder to registrants

D U R I N G  T H E  E V E N T

Arrive early to set up equipment and greet guests

Make sure every attendee signs the registration sheet and a release form

Take pictures or confirm that a photographer is present

Use social media to document the event as it is happening (e.g. Twitter)

Remind attendees to sign into the dashboard before editing

W E E K  A F T E R  T H E   E V E N T

Develop a short event recap with dashboard metrics to show impact

Gather anecdotes from attendees to include in the re-cap or screen-cap social

media posts related to the event

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/HonouringIndigenousWriters/Resources


C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

You will need to communicate about your event through social media outlets and
perhaps through press releases. You will also need to  communicate to
participants for the event.  Feel free to copy, edit, and use the following templates
messages for your communication plan.

Subject line: #HonouringIndigenousWriters Wikipedia Edit-a-thon

Dear Name of Recipients,

On Date, we will be hosting #Honouring Indigenous Writers Wikipedia Edit-a-thon, built
out of Daniel Heath Justice’s #HonouringIndigenousWriters hashtag. The event is
designed to support and celebrate Indigenous writers while empowering participants to
share their knowledge and ideas with Wikipedia.

No experience--or tech savvy--is necessary. Volunteers will be on hand to guide
participants through every step of the process. Everyone is welcome and you are not
required to attend the full session. Drop-in or come by with a group and work together on
an article. The atmosphere will be fun and community-oriented with lots of opportunities
to learn and share.

We want this event to be a big success. Please consider attending and/or sharing this
event your students/colleagues/friends/social media networks.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at anytime.

Sincerely,
Name

Event details can be found at: Link to Event Details

E M A I L  P A R T I C I P A N T S

Use Twitter to reach out to the community using the
#HonouringIndigenousWriters hashtag.



C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Dear Name of Recipient,

I hope this email finds you well!

My name is Name and I am organizing #HonouringIndigenousWriters Wikipedia Edit-a
-Thon at Location on Date & Time.

In December 2015 Daniel Heath Justice (author of “Why Indigenous Literature Matters")
began a Twitter campaign to share the names of Indigenous writers. The reason for his
efforts was to “...push back against the frequent assumptions that our literary history is
any less complex, robust, or diverse than that of other peoples.”

The #HonouringIndigenousWriters Wikipedia Edit-a-Thon is seeking to improve the
coverage of Indigenous writers and to encourage diverse community editors to actively
work to disrupt assumptions about Indigenous literature by raising their profile in this
increasingly influential information source.

We are hoping to raise awareness about this work and encourage additional
partnerships across interested institutions and organizations.

I really like the writing you’ve done about Give A Specific Example and I think this project
is a good fit for your publication. I’d be delighted to talk more about it at your
convenience.

Thanks for your time and all best wishes,
Name
Contact Information

Securing the local media to write your event is s a great way to get more folks to
participate. Here’s an email template to help you in reaching out to writers for the
help in making your event a success.

E M A I L  F O R  M E D I A  E N G A G E M E N T

Ohaegbu, C. (March 6, 2019). "Indigenous Writers Edit-a-Thon creates
online change through Wikipedia edits." The Ubyssey 
 http://bit.ly/Ubyssey_HIW

https://www.ubyssey.ca/culture/Indigenous-Writers-Edit-a-Thon-wikipedia/


W O R K I N G  I N  G O O D  F A I T H

The #HonouringIndigenouswriters Wikipedia Edit-a-thon group had a number of discussions
around ensuring this project was working in good faith with Indigenous writers. At the core of our
discussions was the desire to ensure the project respected cultural integrity and to ensure
Indigenous perspectives and experiences guided the decision-making processes.

With this in mind, the following processes were integrated into the event development:
Emails were sent to writers to inform them of the event to ask for permission to create or improve
their Wikipedia article
Requests were also made for the kind of information they would like to see represented in their
article. All information received was cited using Wikipedia rules of reliable sources.
If the writers declined or did not respond to the email, they were respectfully removed from the
editing list

We encourage all event organizers to follow this process.

Subject Line: Indigenous Writers Edit-a thon - Seeking Permissions
Hello Name of Author,

I am organizing an event focusing on Indigenous writers. Our goal is to raise the profile of
Indigenous writers in Wikipedia, a multilingual, web-based, free encyclopedia based on a model of
open community-generated knowledge. Working originally from Daniel Heath Justice’s
#HonouringIndigenousWriters list, we have collated a number of articles to improve and expand in
hopes of increasing the diversity of knowledge and voices within this open space. Before we begin
editing, we would like to gain your permission to make improvements to your Wikipedia article.

Please let us know if we can move ahead with editing your article and any areas that you may want
to see improved. If we do not hear from you, we will respectfully remove you from our list of articles
to edit.

Thank you for considering.
Name

Event details can be found at: Link to Event Details

E M A I L  T O  A U T H O R S



R E S O U R C E S  

open.ubc@ubc.ca

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/HonouringIndigenousWriters

#HonouringIndigenousWriters

18 X 28 | ENGLISH

18 X 28 | FRENCH

18 X 28 | INUKTITUT

Created by  Robin Mitchell Cranfield for the  Indigenous Literary Studies Association 2017
.

Logos for planning this event can be found at: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Honouring_Indigenous_Writers_Logos

11 X 17 | ENGLISH

#HonouringIndigenousWriters Poster (printable) 

11 X 17 | FRANÇAIS

11 X 17 | INUKTITUT

#HonouringIndigenousWriters Wikipedia Edit-a Thon Logos

Create your event registration through the dashboard: 
https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/

Wikipedia Programs & Event Dashboard

Create a Wikipedia event page with resources and articles to edit:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup

For example, review the main meet-up page: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/HonouringIndigenousWriters

Content adapted from the Art + Feminism Orgnizers Kit  under Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International

http://hundreds.ca/s/HIW_LargeFormat_ENG_77-g64g.pdf
http://hundreds.ca/s/HIW_LargeFormat_FR_77-5462.pdf
http://hundreds.ca/s/HIW_LargeFormat_IK_77-rsnz.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Honouring_Indigenous_Writers_Logos
http://hundreds.ca/s/HIW_T_ENGLISH_PRINT_77.pdf
http://hundreds.ca/s/HIW_T_FR_PRINT_77.pdf
http://hundreds.ca/s/HIW_T_IK_PRINT_77.pdf
https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/HonouringIndigenousWriters
http://www.artandfeminism.org/organizing-kit/

