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Excerpt from Exhiblt No. 37 of the Joint Committee on the
Investigation of the Pecrl Harbor Attack - Congress of the
United States, Seventy-Ninth Congress, First Session.

EXHIBIL NO. 37
BASIC EXHIBIT OF DESPATCHES

(31) Top Secret
23 November 1941
From: COM 12
Action: OPNAV
Info:; CINCPAC

237258
(Paraphrase)

. Department _ispatches apparently do not take cognizance of
magnitude of Army troop movement directed by Wer Department from
3an Francisco by Decenbper 1¢ involving about 22 vessels including

largest liners. Aside frcm troop tnansportacion about 12 merchant
on scheduled voyages ready tO snil trans Facuific. OSeven vessels
already sailed. Com 12 organiziaz 17 1-~0t convoy to depart San
®rancisco by December 8. Also planning '@ knot convoy to assemi'lc
Honolulu by December 15 routings preseribed castwaréd of Ellice
Islands thence Torrcs 3traits. Wetering neccssaly practically ¢ -1
vessels especially troop transports. In vicu recports Japancsec
patrolling this arca believe it vulnerable. Subject to further
study believe routing south about Australia impracticable. 1f
troop movement must be made at this time recommend great circle

course to San Bernardino strait with rdequate flect protection.
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