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DEF, DOC, # 2138 : /EE?//// EXHLEIT #

INTERN,\TIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICL, et al)

Vs ; AFFIDLVIT
LRGKT, Sadao, et al ;

DEPONENT : ISHIWLTA, Sotero
I, ISHIVATA, Sotaro, meke oeth and say as follows:
My address is No., 455 Seljo-machi, Setagaya-ku, T okyo.,

From January until fagust 1939 and from February 19414
until February 1945, T was Minister of Finance; from Jenuer

until July 1940 and from February until April 1945, I was
Chief Secretary of the Cebinet; from April until October
1941, I was Chief of the General Affairs in the Imperial

Rule Assistence association; and from June 1945 until
Jenuery 1946, I wes Minister of the Imperial Housshold,

In July 1941 while I was Chief of the General Affairs
in the Imperial Rule issistence Association (my resignetion
Oof the office was effected by the eppeerence of the TOJO
Cabinet) I was Trequested by the Kokumin Press people to have
a8 table talk with a certein person who would bec choscn by
me as the most suiteble of the several pursons suggested by

I roplied to them thet General LR.KI was the best
partner to telk with if he would accept it, because I knew
him to heve san intcntion of non-cxpansion of the Chine Inci-

dont and also I knew him not to egree to the Itelo-Cerman-
Japanosa.hlliance, which intentions he expressed to me many

times,

I understood thet their idea was to meke my talk a fea-
ture with General ARAKI's opinion inserted at scveral points,

About the e¢nd of July, I remember, we five, thet is,
General CARAKI and I, two from the Kokumin.Press and a

scribe (he did.not tekc down in shorthend), met together

at the Hekusui, a restaurent in Akasaka, somctime around six
o'clock in the evening,

Most of the talk which lested two hours wes occupied by
General ARAKI, I remember, who told his reminiscences at
the time of the Siboerien Expedition more then two decades
before, when hec was a Ticld soldicr, Most of it I heerd for
the first time end wes much interested, The hournelists,

however, werc much puzzlod becouse it wes not & conversation
and coculd not ba mede an intended erticle,

=11




;
\
l
'I

D ATl TONTPR—— |

Tt

-
Y -

- .'

Theref ore they esked me later to

€n erticle of their own composition out of the telk,

So I replied thet it might be inevitable to elter the
talk but thet they must be very ceareful not to creastc a

story from it lest it should cause any trouble,

But the ert

ent from the talk which we had that evening; ny talk was

increased much more than I did and Gencral ARLKI's was
omitted more than helf,

evening was not very
good and I rcmembor thet nany parts of t

het erticle in the

d the government forp
not having eny def'inite

bolicy oT unifying the Army and
the Navy, and then he worried deeply over the future of
the nation,

But an erticle coulg not be poermitted to £ppeer in the
Newspepers steting 111 of the Army and the Navy end the
government under the circumstances of thet time (1941)
therefore e¢ny opinion cenf'licting with them was stuck out

Or shaded off by the cditors, Consequently the erticle in
the paper resulted in an incoherence,

Generel RLKI aftor he resigned from the
Ster of Iducetion in the HIRLIUIL, Cebinet in 1939, I observed
conspicuously refreined from Tecing the public end was noted.

urrcnt events of the time, /4t the sanme
y the lirmy euthorities were opposcd to him,

In the HIRAITUMA Cebtinet, Mr, LR/KT ang
collcagues, I Belng Minister o

Five Ministers Confercnce
chiefly foreign issues
Minister of Education /RAKI did

i8S to the NONONHLN Incidunt,
occurence.

post of Mini-

I were Cabinet

f Finence, </t thet time the
discussed currcnt problems,

« Thercfore,

not perticipate in it at all,
even I was reported after its

Vhen the YONAT Cabinet WeS
carncst sppeel to General
Minister of Home .[.ffairs by order of Admiral YONAT
Generel wes considered e men of Self-res
it on the grounds thet he could not re
the currents of the time we

being formed, I made ap
--RAKT to take the office of the

y 88 the
pect, but he declined
nder any service as .

e egainst him,

egree to their maki- -

far differ-
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Ls the situation et the time of the teble telk was
more critical then the time when the YON.T Cabinet was
formed, General LRAKI's grevest anxiety with which he

thought why thc government did not establish a strong

policy to suppress the Lrmy and the Navy and work out a plan

.

Tor the security of the netion, was manifestcd on the pre-

text of his old story of the Siberian Expcdition, as frr es
I can recollect,

Under the verious circumstances mentioned before, the
articlc thet eppeared in the peper was much distorted and
confusing and did not depict what General [R/KI's telk

actually was.

ISHIVL.TA, Sotaro

Subseribed and sworn to before the under-signed officer

by ISHIWATA, Sotaro, at the Var Ministry Building, Tokyo

Japan, on this day of August 1947;
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