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Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

roverent intercepts or send hir ocoples thereof?

Adriral Wilkinson: Whether we inforwed hir of the faoct
that these 1etalled inquiries as to the locations in Pearl
Harbor ha1 come in in adiition to the regular -- I wean aside
from the fegular espionage that was going on, 1s that your
question?

,  Mr. Gearhart: I wsnt the question an_s‘nrod.

Adriral Wilkinson: He knew there was a regular esplonage.

Mr. Gearhart: Nw , as you have testified1 th»t the ship
roverent intercepts took on greater importance in your minA in
the 1light of the 4ean llt;o ressage I have real you, 111 ym
at that tire give sore consideration to the proposition that
you should send Airiral Kirrel the substance of the ship rove-
rent intercepts, or ocoples thereof?

Alriral wilklnaon: May I ask you, sir, if you reant
should I tell hir that in ad4ition to the regular esplonage
with which he ani we were fariliar, that there were special
ressages inquiring as to special information Aesired from
the sples?

Mr. Gearhart: -That is right.

Alrivral Wilkinson: No,.sir, I 111 not.

Mr. CGearhart: " In other words, 111 you give any oconsider-

ation to the question as to whether or not you should give to

RArirel Xirmel the inforration that you haAa?

|
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Witness Wilkineon | ' Questions by: Mr. Yearhart

Adriral Wilkinson: No, sir, I 414 not.

Mr. Gearhart: All right. Then when you enocou ntered
this intercept, Aireoting your at tention to page 165 of
exhibit No. 1 in this proceeding, fror Tokyo to Washington,

Noverber 22, 1941:; (Reaiing)

"To both you Mbaua‘lo 8.

nIt 4s awfully hard for ues to consiier changing the

 Aate-we set in mwy #736. You shoul4 know this, however, 1

know you are working hardi. 8tlck to our fixed poliocy and
do your very best. Spare no efforts ani try to bring
about the solution we desire. There are reasons beyond
your ability to guess why we wantel to settle Japanese-
Arerican relations by the 25th, but if within the next
three or four days you can finish your.oonveraationl with
the Arerieans; if the signing can be completed by the
29th, (let me write it out for you--twenly ninth); if the
pertinent notes can be exchanged; 1f we c2n get an unfer-
stanurig with Great Britain and1 the Netherlands; and 1in
gshort if everything can be finished, we have 1eo0ided to
ua'_lt until that Aate. This tire we rean it, that the
Aeadline absolwely cannot be changel. After that things
are automatically going to happen. Please take this into

your ocareful consideration and work harier than you ever
have before. This, for the present, is for the inforra-

tion of you two Arbassadors alone,"

\}
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- Witness Wilkinson - Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

Now when you read this intercepted message that the
Japanese had firxed a positively unalterable deadline of
November 29 a.t which things are automatically going to happen,
after you read that did it not ococur to Jou, Admiral Wilkinson,
that you should give to Admiral Kimmel the Information that
you had? |

responsibility, I did not consider sending it to him.
Mr. Gearhart: You were charged with evaluating all in-

Torworion that came to you, domestic and foreign. You were

Admiral Wilkinson: T was charged with evaluating the
information, but I had been ordered not to develop the enemy
intentions. I was charged with the dissemination of this
information "as desirable". I hag boen restricted as to
the dissemination of :Lnromation of this character. I should
perhaps have talked to Admiral Stark, or to Admiral Turner,
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"~ Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

about it. I did not. The information, however, vwas avallable
o all hands, including myself'.

Mr. Gearhart: So much for that. Now I wvant to ask you
some more questions about & few intercepts which were not
translated until after the Tth.

1 notice, by making & rough count of Exhibit_ No. 1I and
Exhibit No. 2, that on December 6, 36 or 37 Japanese intercepts
gere decoded. Without counting them carefully, I notice 1n
these two exhibits that very, very few were decoded on the
5th and very few on the preceding day.

How do you account for the f‘aot that on the 6th day of
ecember our decoders were decoding like lightning and on
previous days they decoded very, very few in comparison?

Admiral Wilkinson: I do not account for 1t, sir. That
wvas being done by the War Department Signal Intelligence |
Service and by the Navy Communications Service. It is possi-
ble that the completion of the transcripts were in part done
on the 5th and finished on the 6th. It is possible that the
xey to the code was obtained on the 5th and applied on the
éth, but I haven't any information as to why.

Mr. Gearhart: Do you not consider it regrettable that
= message containing this phrase remained undecoded until

the 8th of December, & message which was received on December

6, 1941, from Honolulu to Tokyo, "I imagine that in all

\|
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Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Mr. (}on.rhll.glil.t:f3
probability there is considerable opportunity left to take
' advantage for a surprise attack against these places”", re-
ferring to Pearl Harbor? That appears on page 27 of Exhibit

Ll No. 2. ; ' |

Admiral Wilkinson: You ask me 1f it was hot unfortunate
that it wvas not decoded before?

Mr. Gearhart: Yes.

Admiral wWilkinson: Yes, sir.

- —— — o ——
o

Mr. Gearhart: It was tragic that that was not decoded |

before?

- —

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir. |

| Mr. Gearhart: How do you account for the fact that
that was not decoded, when the decoders were decoding very

rapidly and decoding messages in great number on that day,

S ———

the 6th?

Admiral Wilkinson: I do not account for it, sir.

Mr. Gearhart: How do you account for them picking out
the 13-part message to decode on the 6th and ignore this

surprise attack message that arrived on the same day?

Admiral Wilkinson: I do not account for it. It 1s

possible it came in another code which they could not so

readily translate; it is possible that they were primed to

e ————
- o b
-

get that 14-part message because the pllot message had come

before it and they were on the lookout for it and wanted to

—
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Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Mr. Gearhart
Senator Ferguson

vackle it first.
| Mr. Gearhart: Was there any special organization of
decoders on the 6th day of December, 194127

Admiral Wi].lcinson; I do not know, sir. It was not under
my knowledge of cognizance. That was in the Communications
office. '

Mr. Gearhart: Have you heard anyone account for the
sremendous output of decoding that occurred on that day?

Admiral Wilkinson: No, sir.

Mr. Gearhart: Has it been subject to conversational
discussion? -

Admiral Wilkinson: No, sir. I think I heard Captain
Kramer remark that there was a heavy demand for translators
that day, but that was, of course » after the decoding work
had been done.

Mr. Gearhart: That is all..

The Vice Chairman: Senator Ferguson from Michigan will
inquire.

Senator Ferguson: Did you, Admiral, have any conversation
with Admiral Kirk about why he had been replaced in a few
months ?

Admiral Wilkinson: I feel quite sure I did , 8ir. I know
he was not replaced. He went to sea at his own request, in

order to take advantage of an opportunity for command.

\
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Witness Wilkinson Questions by; senator Ferguson

Senator Ferguson: Whom would he have to make a request to?

Admiral Wilkinson: The Chief of Naval Operations, I presume,
would release him, and the Bureau of Personnel wpuld give
him the orders as to his duty.

Senator Ferguson: Had you requested the aasignmﬁnt in
there?

Admiral Wilkinson: No, sir. It was a aurppiae to me.

I was in command of a battleship at the time.

Senator Ferguson: You were called from the Fleet then?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir.

Senator Ferguson: To come into Intelligence?

Admirel 'Jilkinson: Yes, sir.

Senator Ferguson: Were you briefed on any subject when
you came in?

Admiral Wilkinson: I spent some little time going through
the 0ffice of Naval Inteliigenoe, spending & few hours in
each section and division 1n order‘ to see wvhat subject they
handled and how they handled them. I had intermittent con-
verutions with Admiral Kirk and finally a fairly complete
Zurnover personally from him orally. I was not briefed by
any officer outside of Admiral Kirk and his subordinate
divisions.

Senator Ferguson: Were you briefed by Admiral Kirk?

Admiral Wilkinson: In the sense of the usual turnover,
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Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

yes, sir.

Senator Ferguson: Were you briefed on the diplomatic
messages up to that day?

Admiral Wilkinson: Not specifically. I was in the
Far Eastern Division and discussed the general tenor of them,
yes, sir.

Senator Ferguson: Now who in the Far Eastern Division
did you discuss the general tenor with?

Admiral Wilkinson: Captain McCullom.

Senator Ferguson: Captain McCullom?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, the head of the division. He
was & continuing source of knowledge in there, had been in
there some little time, and would subsequently find me there
as well, and he told me the status up to the moment.

Senator Ferg.uaon: You think jou came there : the 15th
of October? .

Admiral Wilkinson: I took over the duties on the 15th
of October. This'pei'iod of briefing I spoke of:, I had gone
through the various offices, that took perhaps two weeks.

Senator Ferguson: Before that time?

Admiral Wilkinson: Before the 15th of October.

Senator Ferguson: So you really came into the Department

wbout the 1lst of October?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir. I spent a time in the

\
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" Witness Wilkinson

. each one of the sections, I mean the domestic branch, the

Questions by: Senator Ferguson

individual offices seeing what they did. I had a fairly

romplete and informative turnover.
Senator Ferguson: You mean when you say that the

mechanical end of the office you were looking over for two

veeks?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes. Not the mechanical, I mean

foreign branch, or the geographic section, or the methods of
counter-espionage, suspection, and so on, in each one of the
sovefal offices, of which there were perhaps 20, I spent a
few hours.

Senator Ferguson: That would be the administrative end
then, that part of it?

Admiral Wilkinson: The operating end entirely. Not
purely administrative, the operating end of the office, yes,
sir.

Senator Ferguson: At that time you knew, on the 16th,
that there was a change of Cabinet in Japan?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir.

Senator Ferguson: Do you reoali that?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir.

Senator Ferguson: Did the Intelligence Branch figure
‘n any way that that was a changing point in our negotiations?

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, and I think we so reported it




0

«] °

INvd ¥ Q¥VYM

S Q 'NOLONIHSYM
=Y

Witness Wilkinson

Questions by: Senator Ferguson

in our fortnightly situation, or fortnightly summaries, as

our general understanding of the picture. The Far Eastern

section had considerable information on the make-up of the

naw Cabinet, that is on the military and naval members of it.

We were all cognizant of the fact that this made a more

military tenor in the Japanese Government than had existed

before.
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" Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

Senator Ferguson: From a diplomatic viewpoint, wvhen

o -l — P e
= v

. you ifent in, effective on the 15th of October, where did we
: stand in relation to the negotiations with Japan, as far

- ‘ as you are concerned; what was the diplomatic situation as
0 of that time?

7 *' Admiral Wilkinson: My recollection is that the negotia-

s | tioms, which had been begun the preceding spring, inter-

o |/ Tupted in the summer, had been resumed, were now being

[0 carried on with Admiral Nomra, the Japanese Ambassador,

| 1 ’i as the senior Japaneaé representative, Mr. Kurusu had yet
2 | to arrive,

| Senator Ferguson: At that time, were you familiar

1] i wvith what had taken place about the 17th of August, 1941,

in reletion to our diplomatic situation?

15

10 Admirel Wilkinson: With relation to the Argentia

17 i Conference, you mean, sir?

16 Jenator Ferguson: Yes.

19 | Admiral Wilkinson: No, only by newspaper accounts.
an- o Senator Ferguson: Now, will you tell me what the
o ] newspaper accounts were at that time, on that question?
zz | Tell me what you got from tae newspapers,

2o |l Admirel Wilkinson: I do not think I got very much

JI

24 :more than the Four Freedoms, and I think there was a commni-

25 que there, I forget it now.

i
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' Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

h2 , Senator Ferguson: FPardon me?
Admiral Wilkinson: I think there was a commnique

i issued, but I forget it now, sir,
. Senator Ferguson: You say you learned about the
Four Freedoms from the newspapers?

0 |

| Admirsl Wilkinson: To my rescollection, yes, sir.

~}

Senator Ferguson: Is that all you knew about that

' conference?
1o Admiral Wilkinson: I knew our naval and military
.1 || steffs had attended, and I kmew, in all probability, they

{0 had discussed measures of supply of England. The lease-lend,
'o I am not sure whether it was in effect at that moment, but
13 it soon was, end I knew they had probably discussed that

.~ | and discussed the safety of the Atlantic lanes. I knew

D G ‘NOLODONIHSYM "INvd ¥ OHYM

nothing of any discussions whatsoever regarding the Far

East.

L — . — . —

(e Senator Ferguson: When did you first learn about

-
-
——

| the discussions that had taken place there with relation
o | to the Far East?
21 | Admiral Wilkinson: I do not know that I ever learned,

sir,

Senator Ferguson: Now, you were going to make a summary
or appraisal of the intelligence that was coming through,

isn't that correct?

\f
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r Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Senator Ferguson
: Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir.

1 Senator Ferguson: Have you ever learned about the
parallel action of the two countries?

Admiral Wilkinson: Only recently.

| Senator Ferguson: Just recently?

: our interest, responsibilities, and authority were con-
fined to the action of foreign countries, and particularly
prospective enemies. Matters on arrangement within our own

| country and diplomatic military and naval piana or arrange-

' ments or understandings for cooperation were not given to

| us,

Senator Ferguson: Then the question, as I understand

it, as far as intelligence wvas concerned, of what our

- diplomatic negotiations were, did not concern you; you

did not use that in any way to evaluate what the enemy

might be going to do?

| Admiral Wilkinson: As I could learn and find out

' matters of that degree, yes, of course, they would be re-

[ flected in our interest. There was no machinery set up

| that I was definitely informed of. I learned a good deal

f
, through the translation of these intercepts as to what

1

| proposals our State Department had made to Japan which
' |

|

' otherwise I would not have known fhrough the machinery

\|

Admiral Wilkinson: As I think I have explained, Senator,
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' Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Senator Ferguson
{

|

. existing,

| Senator Ferguson: Do you recall getting the Winant
I

': message in relation to the movement of ships on the 6th

- of December, 19417
I

-

Admiral Wilkinson: I do not recall it specifically,

'

’ sir, but if I 4id see 11:, and I presume I did becsause it
% - )

| same through the information channels, it was confirmatory
|

of the evidences that we had already had of this advance

|
through the south China Sea.

[’_ Senator Ferguson: Had you received Admiralty messages

on the same point?

-

—

Admirael Wilkinson: I had been informed of them, yes,

e ————

sir, and I think I had seen them.

—

- —— . — | ————— - _—

Senator Ferguson: What did those two messages mean
to you?

Admirel Wilkinson: They ﬁleant an attack was coming
in the south China Sea area.
j Senator Ferguson: It meant an attack was coming on
' the south? I did'nc:t get that?
‘ Admiral Wilkinson: The south Chins Séa area, if we

are speaking of the same message. Y ou are speaking of

i the Winant message regarding_ the movement of ships?
‘I Senator Ferguson: Yes.

Admirsl Wilkinson: Yes, sir. That is the attack which
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‘ Witness Wilkinson Questions by: Senator Ferguson
!

i wve had foreseen.

|

t

i Senator Ferguson: What did that mean to the United

|
. States?

| . Admirel Wilkinson: T have my doubts, sir. It might
mean we would come into the war in support of Siam, if that
country were attack, or 3ingapore, if that were attacked;

it might mean we would not come into the m.'

A —— L " o —

Senator Ferguson: Why would we possibly come in 1f
Singapore was attacked, in your opinion, as of that time?

Admiral Wilkinson: Only because of two things: First
~ because of our possible relations with England, as had
| been evidenced by the arrangements for the transfer of food
and ammmition to England, the :I.end:leue, ocean convoys;
the second thing, because that was because that was an
encroachment, a further advance "of ;J’a.pan, and the policy

of our country apparently was directed toward preventing

| — — . — . — - —— - - — -

 the aggressive moves of Japan extending beyond certain
1imits,

Senator Ferguson: All right.

Now, I want to get what information you had in relation
" to the United States policy as far as Jepanwas concerned
. 1f they moved beyond certein limits, as you now say in

i your last answver.
|
I

Admiral Wilkinson: Yes, sir.

\
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Senator Ferguson: What was your information along
- that line?

Admiral Wilkinson: I had the information -- I cannot

|| say whether I saw the document, or was told about it --

' that an advance of the Japanese forces to the westward

of the 100th meridian or the southward of the 10th parallel
of latitude would be a matter of grave concern to 'botl;
- England and America.

Whether that policy, as so indicated, of our State

Department would be translated by the Congress and people

—

into not only grave concern, but a resistance by war, 1

—

did not know.

m——— =

Senator Ferguson: Now, you say someone showed it to
{ you, or someene told you about it. Is that true?
Admiral Wilkinson: I am not sure which, sir, whether

I had heard of it, or I had seen some message to that effect.

Senator Ferguson: Can you recall what kind of message

you may have seen along that same line?

1 Admiral Wilkinson: No, sir. I think I have seen some

exhibit to that effect now. It may be that that I have

seen.

- -

If the counsel will show me, I can perhaps speak of

it.

— g =

Senator Ferguson: I want to try and take you back
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Witness Wilkinson Quostions' bys Senator Ferguson

- as of the date, rather than what you saw here or heard

. —

at the hearing.

“ Admiral Wilkinson: What I am speaking of now, is

i what I have seen which embodied those same parallels, those
J sare geographical limits.

' As to the time I knew of the géogx-aphical_limits, 8

| cannot remember whether I knew of them by someone telling

i me, or whether I knew of them by seeing a paper. You

ask me vhat paper I sew. I saw if I saw a paper it vas

ﬁi' probably this paper I speak of now. I think more probebly

I was told that by Captein Schuirmenn, who was the Director

of the Central Division, and Lieison Officer with the

\, State Departmenb.

! The Vice Chairman: It is now four o'clock. You will

| require some further time, Senator?

Jenator Ferguson: Yes.

The Vice Chairman: The committee will stand ad journed

until ten ofclock tomorrow morning. You will return then
please, Admirsl.

(Whereupon, at 4:00 o’clock p. m,, the committee

— e T e — —— - -

recessed until 10:00 a, m,, the following day,
Wednesday, December 19, 1945, )




