OPNAV-16-223

FormACA-1L | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify v

(Reclassify when
filled out)

I. GENERAL

(a) Unit Reporting Vie85 (b) Based on or at_USS SAGIHAW BAY (¢) Report No._ 418
(d) Take off: Date

Time (LZT)_0830(1) (Zone); Lat. SB=35M Long._128-308

(e) Mission Eesion and Fightes = Qeinawd  (f) Time of Return__ 3100(X) (Zone)
Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
el s ENEMY Ave | ALTAGEING CARRIED (PETR PLANE) g, SRR
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
e VYm0 & 4 Q o e pR——
I1l. OTHER U.'S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
BONE
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
TffFfE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
VAL | | 0928{ o)
Val | | 0982 ({oke)

| wings.
(ZONE) | |
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) __ Bombing (1 plane) and

Did Any Part of

(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds’__Bea It so, Describe Clouds
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance ’ ,
_+(j) of Sun or Moon Dull day (k) Visibility 10
(NIGHT, RIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(&) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: B ) (c) il
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
VAL Flime

VAL
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REPORT No.. -
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il oolyl., - T T
(a) (b) o (CC} (d) || (e) MA
TYPEOWNA/C | SQUADRON T‘f’F’EC(i“-:'h\l.ll-jrz)lfE 'OEYEDEENAETTC;’NQL CCAUSE ;f: l;‘iEsFtszagl |:lc;TtaﬁLNGLeEqu(lEnignTTﬁtr ) (Give BEé_LSL\ller%t r*nLuCr)T?t?erO; ggrﬁs [aJeEstroyed)
. s > e Lh o e g, e
2 | s
3 : ke 4 )
4 ' B - i P P .
D = . ks i i B R 1 T PR
6 _ )
7 " s o
8 - y
9 e I ——
10 b b e o
11 _ _
12 )
o ¢
14 o
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). )
1. ta) (b) (¢) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME., RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
- T BOBE
- VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING ﬂ
(a) (b) () (d) (e) (f) la) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL s NO. OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LGADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
1 THe] |» = - - Zeb 339 360 il 350 - 1 __
m_ [ o - - - ‘.a W m ‘“ ﬁ .“ ;im - 1 p
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). L
CALIBER ‘NONE MEAGER MODERATE lNTENSE _
HEA\/Y — T|me fused shells, 7>mm and over x 4 MRS g
MED\UM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm->0mm ‘ - 4 o B M
| IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 Smm-13.2Zmm x _ " ._ |
X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left) .
SPEED, CLIMB, Fli=Z, of course, mush fuster in dive then VAL with diving flaps wd &5 wes
at various altitudes T SUSSSAry R h mwh e M o iSs -lil-
Yok val turned easily ingide of BRieJ.
DIVES
CEILINGS
PROTECTION CONFIDENTIAI
ARMAMENT | L
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XI1l. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment Describe action fully and comment freely,

filled out)

REPORT No_-_ll‘__

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessﬁary.)
bk el on 7 April 1946 Engign G. B. HANOVER, s THRI pilot, was assigned &

s g photographic mission over Cleivewa. LE(Jg) D. L. STMS, flylng an File2,
ir;e;iz{h Sas was asaigned to him as fighter eacort. thile they were carrying out

Use of Cover, Deception the sission, the enamy made & heavy air raid on the ghips in the hrgot
Angles. of Jttack aren, and these two pilots found themselves in the midst of a bombing

Their Effectiveness

S e |and suleide attack. Before it was over Hanover had had a dogfight with

De;i”;f g;;,‘:";ieggjs a Val, possibly damaging 1T, and Sims had degtroyed two Vals, both in

ENEMY AIRCRAFT the proceoss of atimeking U.8. Shipes just north of the Isthmus of Clkinavme
Mothod of Locating, Distance | The encounter took place at Late 86-50H. 127525, at 0826(X).

Qﬁ?ﬁ(‘jg:” Sime hed gone several thougend below Hanover To rvestigate an

Speeds unidentifiod plane which had proved to be a 5, and W clinbdng back
ngffaavgfcéﬁlpnon when he first saw an enssy plane, believed to be a Val, diwe into a

AﬂCﬂC‘S of Attack AR VWIISRTIOCN

eopers. e planedd net hit, howevers the pilet

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

(E]wn W\i?knfsses under @he
nemy VVeaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own up toward him, and when
o L e K SN ersts about 46 degrees from head on.
ensive Tactics, . .
; S Eemy | the dis botween them, Sims continued to fire, falling off his
Flexible Gunnery, Own mm a9
Escort Tactics m &s Val mned' The SReny le Lt mg h”'t W sm [

Fighter Direction fire, tracsers indienting that fire was golng into engine and Wt

H?Zh?fﬁ%ﬁﬁq from about 3 to 4 o'oleck, level. A%t 2000 feet, Val went out of contrel,

Recognition, Aircraft rolled om iTs baglk and dove into the watar. A lﬂrgﬂ Bplﬁﬂh and mluim

ATTACK ::ulh:‘n’ ﬂzz AA fire L‘;;oow:ogal mtfrb;nhf: clmql*::ﬂz; tam

OWN TACTICS o Shiy . ' as he numg

Method of Locating Target | @iy Sims didn't get in another shot. Ho doasn't believe There was &y

O rear gunner in the plame, nor did he see & boub. '
ngrOaCh lanover, mesuwhile spotted a third Val at 10 o'glecic dovm 2 miloge
il Bl At thoat time Hanover wms at 4000 to 6000 feet on course of 2709, Vali at

Dive Angle about 3000 on eourse of EW. Hanover headed towurd Val wlhilch also

e turned toward him. Almost head om the planes approached each other.

Defensive Tactics " |Hmnover cpensd fire at 1000 £t. but had no gun sighS mounted and eouldtnd

D‘éi:‘;éa?ﬂ’;ﬁ 4 aim scourately. His fire was falling below the Wal, and he didn't have

e Taetice. Ships tine to correct before planes passed, Hamover pulling to port, and

Cancedlment about 2030 feet below Val which broke to sitarboard. The planes

Riaht Fidhtie Tactics scissored. Val pulled up and did wing over; the tuwrret guaner, W.De

Use of Jamming STRVENS, AGSo, was able to get in about 6O rounds as 7HI wes atilld

ﬁggoMMEaRnAmons trning. Val headad baci: toward them. The turret fire wes hitting

sombifg Tactics aft of scoond cockplit, 9 o'elock below. lio smoke sean but HEanover

Torpedo Tactics and Stephons beliove hits wore made. Val dropped a 280 k[_’; bomb before

s g e T heading dack toward the 78M. There was no gunner in the plane, the

Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics

ApAine
Bieg;n;{eag;mcs As the Val descended Sims continued the attack. Aftor shooting dowm

Reconnaissance his first Vel had started to elimb. He heard Hanover on the air say
Photography - hen he saw it about 2000 fect above at 11 o'clock

Briefing

rean canopy enclosurs being closed. Hanover bad no gpportunity to fire

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn'tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance
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XITI. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA.

The TBM ocoupants also saw Sims fire on the first Val he

destroyed although they didn't see the first plane hit the water
they saw the spot notl far from the minesweepers where it hiv.
While there was no return fire from the second Val, there was

e profusion of intense heavy sccurate and intense medium accurate
AA tire from U.S. ships, including two BBs, cruisers and
numerous destroyers, during the entire fight, beginning when
Hanover was fighting and continuing after Sims hed splashed the

gsecond Vale
The entire situetion was somewhat confusiing and definitely

dengerous. Sims and Hanover, unable to rendezvous, headed L:-
towards their ecarrier,

{H‘f“" AN T T YT Y NTYOIANT I Y "
% : 4 4 2 \ - A '
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REPORT No_ 338

XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

' tional sheets if necessary).
ARMAMENT USE‘ addl’r;ona Y

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes

Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases o MQ'

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
{33
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

L ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dammers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING

MAINTENANCE N

BASE FACILITIES U\ NTTA)
Plane Servicing Equipment ' * A4 AL
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY':

— By Do SCHHEAAD, L. USiR, 4830 Be dmo
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