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the Divine Nature will !
¢ upon his own habits
ere are two extremes towards
most of the current
this subject may be said to tend,
they have oscillated in
of the history of monotheism.
P"”Ulrlxuz, and  dathropomor-
Ads the Pantheistic aspect  of
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¢ especial ly led by the philoso-
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tion of His ageney in external
in Proportion as we fix our atten-
“Y upon the "laws” which ex-
11\ Sequence of its phenomena,
forces whose agency we re-
" efficient, causes, do we come
¢ Divine Being as the mere first
'¢ universe,—as an all compre-
% which all other laws are

i ] u;f&s that most general “cause” of
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hysical forces are but manifes-

Is
. onception embodies a greab

“d&nm)tal error. Its truth is

R of the universal and all con-

Q% » Ney of the Deity, and of His presen-

Yather than on the outside of
los ; M the absence of any distinet

thag, consciows volitional agency,
SSentin] attribute of Personality;
lis there canbe no Moral Govern-
8 Worthiest aspirations after

* Would have no real object.—
1101plnc conception of Deity,
q, arises from the too exclu-
% of our own nature as the
and although, in the high-
it may be held, it repre-
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‘ltm Y asg BLan in whom all Man’s
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S are expanded to Infinity,

Sb ‘1“\’ limited and degraded by

Y of Jully realiziug such an
lhllldb the failings and im-

ttrlh Qlt‘hnt to our Human nature
8, t
blq th 0 the Divine, in proportion
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' of Intellectual and moral

ted by each individual li-
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of Possiple excellence. Even the
uy
J such conception, however,

-

embodies (like the P.ml,hm\tu a great truth,
though mmn.od with a Jar 2¢ amount ef error.
Lt vepresents ghe Deity as a person ; that is,
as possessed of that intelli went  Volition,
which we rec ognize - ourselves as the source
of the power we determinately exert, through
our bodily organism, upon the world around ;
and it invests Him also with those Mm'xl
attributes, which place Him in sympathetie
relation with His sentient creatures. But this
COIlbOl)DlOll ]b Cl'lOlUOllb, H] S0 L‘Ll' as ltv I'GPI'(:‘~
sents the Divine nature as restrained in its
operations by any of those limitations which
are inherent in the very constitution of Man :
and, in particular, because it leads those who
accept 1t, to think of the Creator as “a remote
and retired  meechanieian iuspoctinn' from
without the engine of creation to see how it

)

performs,” and as either leaving it entirely

to itself when once it has been brought into

full activity, or as only interfering at intervals

to change the mode of its operation. ‘

Now the Truths which these views sepa- .

rately contain, are in perfect harmony ~ with

each other; and the very act of brihging

them into combination effects the elimination

of the errors with which they were previously ,
associated.  Hor the idea of sthe wniversal ﬁ’
and all controlling agency of the Deity, and ) |
of Hisimmediate presence throughout crea-
tion, is not found to be in the least degree
inconsistent with the idea of His personality;
when that idea is freed {rom the limitations
which cling to it in the minds of those who
have not expanded their Anthropomorphic
conception by the Scientific contemplation ‘
of Nature. And the Man of Secience who
studies not only the Mechanism of Nature, (il
but the Forces which give Life and Motion i
te that Mechanism, and who fixes his thought
on that conception of force as an- explessmn
of will, which we derive from our own experi-
ence of its production, is thusled té Tecog-
nize the universal and constantly sustaining

agency of the Deity in every phenomenon of
the Universe, and to feel that in the material

Creation itself, he has the same distinet evi-
dence of His personal existence and ceascless
activity, as he has of the agency of Intelligent
mind in the Creations of Artistic Genius, or
in the elaborate products of Mechanical skill, 4
or in those written records of Thought and
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