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PREFACE

THERE is no need for commending this new book
of mine ‘“Harsha Charita Sangraha” to the publie,
when it has bestowed generous praise on a similar
venture of mine, Kadambari Sangraha, published
twenty years ago. My activities in this direction
are the outeome of a deep-seated conviction that a
sound taste for Sanskrit language and literature can
be best cultivated in our youngsters, by adapting
in various ways our great classice to their juvenile
understanding.

With this object in view, I began publishing the
series ‘Laghugadya Sangraha’ and have brought
out the following prose works, Vemabhupala Cha-
ritam, Kadambari, Harsha Charitam and Dasa-
kumara Charitam, and poems like Dilipa Charitam
and Parvati Parinayam, the last two being adapt-
ations of the famous Raghuvamsam and Kumara-
sambhavam. These, I am gure, will meet the re-
quirements of the High'School Sanskrit pupile.

My Sangkrit Primer known as ‘Deva Bhasha
Bala Patha,” which I planned as the gateway to
my adaptations, mainly consists of extracts, again,
from our ancient writers. I think I am to some
extent entitled to feel proud, seeing that my inno-
vation has been appreciated in unexpected quar-
ters, by the self-same extracts getting incorporated,
though unacknowledged, in other publications.
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. The descriptive portions of Harsha Charitam,
in the original, are in many respects more difficult
to adapt and condense, than those of Kadambari.
So a good deal of it had to be dropped for making
the book suitable as a Middle Grade text. But I
have taken care not to omit dialogues and portions
useful for historical research.

As I propose publishing separately the first
two Ucchvasas and a half of the third, as ‘Bhatta
Bana Charitam,” in this volume, I include only
what might be conveniently styled Harsha Chari-
tam proper.

I cannot sufficiently thank Mahamahopa
dhyaya 8. Kuppuswamy Sastriar Avl.,, M.A,, LES.
Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philology
Presidency College, Madras who, like his predeces
gor, the late Professor Rao Bahadur M. Rangachari
ar in the case of my Kadambari Sangraha, helpe
me considerably by going through the manuscripf
offering useful suggestions and encouraging me t
bring out this edition.

In conclusion, my heartfelt thanks are due t
Sri. P. P. S. Sastriar Avl, B. A. (OXON.
M. A., M. R. A, S, Saperintendent of Sanskrit school
and Colleges, Madras, who in spite of his nume
rous duties, readily found time to oblige me b
furnishing this book with a very valuable intr«
duction.

KUMBAKONAM

5—8—1926. R. V. KRISHNAMACHARIA



INTRODUCTION

The idea of popularising our standard prose
works by epitomising them in a convenient form,
fully preserving the native vigour of the author’s
style and omitting unnecessarily long compounds
and uninteresting puns and repetitions was first
conceived by Pandit R. V, KRISHNAMACHARIAR,
Readers of the Kadambari Sangraha know full
well how successfully our Pandit has achieved this
laborious tagk. Thanks to the KadambariSangraha,
the immortal story of Kadambari is now more
widely known and better appreciated by scholars
and students alike. The learned Pandit has now
presented the other great prose work of Bana—
the Harsha Charita—in an abridged form as the
Harshacharita Sangraha. The story of King Sri
Harsha is here retold in an interesting and attract-
ive form in Bana’s own words. Much irrelevant
matter contained in the firet three Ucchvasas has
been deservedly omitted. The interest of the
reader is deftly kept up till the end by piecing to-
gether the narrative material from incident to in-
cident with sustained charm.

Bana represents a definite landmark in the
history of Sanskrit literature. In his Harsha
‘Charita, he has given us definite information about
his contemporaries. By his own statements regard-
ing his patron Sri Harsha, he enables us to find his
.date with fair certainty. Thanks te the Chinese
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pilgrim’s authentic account and the historical re-
searches of modern scholars, it is now definitely
known that Sri Harsha Deva, king of Kanouj
was born in 590 A. D. and ruled over the whole
of Northern India from 606 A, D ‘to 647 A, D,
Bana was one of his foremost favourites and must
therefore have flourished during the first half of
the seventh century of the Christian era.

King Sri Harsha Deva whose life-story is pre-
sented to us in the Harsha Charita is also a well-
known author. The name Harsha Deva appears to
have been assumed by at least two kings who have
also been authors, The earlier Harsha Deva is a
contemporary of the famous Chinese traveller
Hiouen Thsang who travelled ‘in India during the
first half of the seventh century of the Christian
era. This Harsha Deva is to be identified with king
Harsha Deva of Kanouj (Kanyakubja and Sthanes-
wara), the subject mattter of the Harshacharita of
Bana. The other Harsha Deva is the famous
poet-king of Kashmir who ruled from 1113 A, D. to
1125 A, D. according to the Rajatarangini of Kal-
hana. King Sri Harsha Deva of Kanouj is best re-
membered as the author of the three famous dramas,
Ratnavali, Nagananda and Priyadargika,

P. P. 8. SASTRI, B A. (OXON.),
M.A,, MRAS.
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GLOSSARY

T/ns follows the Text order.

ga Character, round
qor (gma;) Merlt, thread
AR, T Synonym
T® Great, Bribaspati
@@ Broad, a King
gﬁ Wlse, Mercury
sfigidt Portress’ ',
9Raz, weHRy Ascetic
H8RE Pilgrim

#iF Mine

Py Bllva frult

T Present

sicr  Skin
E9AT, Property, Wealth
@R A sheath
#=7:  Procedure’

@iz Bolt !

&ea Agreement
AT Lymg supinely
swiit ‘Turban ‘
g Fiend

wasy Conceit

%8 - Fore-arm -

B EE G

%3¢ Serpent

g Weapon

TA@%e% - Shield -

wie®  Underwear (
(equivalent of
modern shortsm

%A1 Sash .

wagsw  Courage -

- 880 Hammer

dwor ' Porch
gt Cage
qeit  Nurse

' qgaas leert.me, sprout

A Cheat

et Trial or test of
" honesty

Descent

trzraﬁna Canopy

wrcgw ~Ardent desire

mﬁ‘ﬂ; Solitary

, mam Bridal chamber
g ,
- frmr Flame, top

Lime




e Fried grain
Trmag  Fire
gy Pillow
i Bed-chamber
-t Hunt
xqz Wild beast
graadl  Night
-fizae  Royal insignia
‘qqm  Saddle
qRa¥e Groom
«qug  Merchandise
qrgaw  Fiend
wraEarR Capital
Ts==1  Support
gayRs Yamaloka-In-
ferno showman
st Oblation of rice
qgn  Porch before the
door of a house
&1 Decoction
srangel Vestibule
qegge Side-door
g Yawning
wgatast  Pain in the
joints or hiceough
Ig Camel
sfasd Personal decora-
tion

sgEmist  Mutual cawing

gam@ Portent

FEw Pavement

swean Bidding good-bye

@y Reddish brown

#¥9% A hound

azfy®r  Sobbing

sivz  Skilled

g Love, oil

¥R Ash, prosperity

et Widow, confidang

swtaeft The seventh night
in the seventh month
of the 77th year of
a man’s life.

wag@m  Noble deed

gza® Cock

i3 Rider

A Stable

gt Quadrangle

farm  Hell

#F+Fqa DBone

et Crowd

wggzme  Quadrangle
enclosed by four

buildings
fratd®sr  Balcony
qaigst A small soffa



Ocean
Stream
Sword

wawg  Drought
waq  Desert

eFX Burning cinder
FAlea® Servant
firr  Fetters
Fwar An officer of
cavalry

afifts Serpent
famg  Battle
wfware  Magical spell for
gecuring some malevo-
lent purpose
aqg War
weq Dart
qizt  Hermaphrodite
wraErmEiaEa The chief
minister entrusted
with affairs of war
and peace
sifwagt  Attendant (Thief)
g Pasturage
ggatga  House
snaeq  Gold
ws Hoof [ millions
wgz One hundred

qER

q@I
Tt

ammagees  Village
Munsif
ax  Clerk (karnam)
#it Plough
®w A measure of dis-
tance equal to %}th
of a yojana
AR The army
#z% Camp, army
z=agon  Clattering of
teeth
@@ Rib
waw® Case
@14  Servant
afiaies A present im
return
cxlt¥ Kubera
wwaf:  An end
u'e  Poisonless snake
ge® Bad grain
Aguizq  Seeker
gg Chaff
mae Cow-pen
TF@|EYF Young calves
FIW  Axe
#@ge Fibrous root of &
lotus

aqt Water-arbour



=& Blacksmith
siazaETa Neighbour-
ing district

@R Old man
gz=at Robber
qzat Rag

Jurizze  Slips of bamboo

szAFEEmsa A tributary
chief in the forest

#gwiwe Collyrium

a=at Tawny

graaw  Crystal

HoEr  Bar-ring

gast Blood

fags Chin

q@® Fever of elephant

agt  (Forest) Hamlet

wew  Sister’s son

wegfds  Two krosas

ayx  Idiot

gt Asceticism

=@ Monument

we@  Light, enlighten-
ment, a Buddhietic
book

quaa  Pigeon

#& Water pot

=aeaz=  Red robe
qeEiaa - Making a
stranger of one
w31 King, Mountain
gzt Family, Bamboo
grrEe  Wretched body
wzsa Buddhist mendicans
g Mouotonous,

in.
z=  Pain [cessant

snvadim Caused by the
fatigue of journey

ger  Ankle

qi@#r  Bundle

gizame Variegated

with gray hair

stam - A Duddlhist ascetic

gay  The Sun

gma  Neighing

Few  xcessive

fadz  Despuir

ffgaa:  Ordinances

giageaE Dwserimination

gz Wicked animals

aqe Goblet

qeramnaagziadw The
stamp of the silver
geal of authority



