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Piranha erytliroaelas 



Pyranga rubra. 

Malno (lake Unfoagog). 

1871, 
Juno 4* Hoard oho singing noar the shore of the lake. 

Another hoard Jtm® 3.0 about so von mil os south of Upton', 

11372, 
JUTiQ — 

•i-v a 

Ono singing a nilo or two north of the Botch. 

l mo. 
Juii ? 2 o, A male singing in hooch on the Attornr road. 

1020. 
May 21. Two males; . Tho first. 

.Juno 10, Shot an immature mala. 

1881. 
May 27, Hoard a mala'singing. • 

1876. 
Juno 5, 

• • ♦ .. .*« .j • 

t)!iO singing near tho h&ko shore this morning*- 



Piranha ervtliromelas. 
L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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^ May 30 - June 10,1871. 
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1807. Lake TJmbagog. 
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Proerne sub is 



Pro - purgnroa 

Ttaina (Lake .Pmbagog). 

itm. 
?-fay 30- Several pairs nesting in tho Martin box in front of 
Juno 10. the hotel. 

1073. 
A Uf} . -4 s; Saw throe yost 'rri&y among the stubs on tho bank of 

the river— and to-'-ay there was a largo flock in the 
same place, mostly composed of young birds. 

ieoi, 

?ay 11. 

« 20. 
Numbers at Bethel. 

Tho usual Partin, a single female care about the 
bird-house to-day. 

7 



Pr ogne subis. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Coll.C.H.Watrous, June 12, I39Q. Birds seen. 

Nest /5 (2886), Eggs fresh. 

Five eggs (2887), " " 

11 “ (28S8), « " 

Six " (2889), " 11 

" " (2890), " " 

" " (2891 ), " inc.3 or 4 days. 

Note applying to all sets above. 

Gibbs (formerly Hayward) farm near Narrows. Nests of 

mud (like this specimen) lined with straw & green leaves. In bird 

house placed on the end of a short pole attached to the roof of a 

shed. A large colony of birds according to V/atrous. I did not 

visit the place. 

S' 



Progne subis. 

_ A*-* near Bethel, Me. 1871. 

L. Umba^og, Maine. 
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1896 
June 

Colebrook, N.H. 
Progne subis. 

14 • ® 

^ Pour Martins were sitting in a row on the ridge pole of 

a barn near a large Martin-house on a pole in a garden. There was 

another Martin looking out of one of the holes of this box, but 

most of the compartments were occupied by English Sparrows. 

Near the railroad station I saw a pair of Martins which 

were apparently nesting in a "witch's cap" over an electric lamp. 

The female went into the cap and remained there. I could see her 

head and portions of the nest, protruding over the edge of the 

board in the top of the cap. 
• • • 



Pro^ne subis. 

HLake Umbagog. toine. 

109? At 3 P.M. I started for Upton sailing across the Lake, 

jAug. 14. and up river to the mill as usual. I found the flock of Pur¬ 

ple Martins by the Lake House landing increased to fifteen 

birds about one third of whom were old males. They kept a- 

lighting on and flying from the tall dead pine by the shore 

acting very like the Swallows at Lakeside. With them were 

20 or 30 White-bellies and a few Barn, Eave, and Bank Swallows 

The Martins occasionally gave the spring warbling notes. Just 

before sunset the y/hole flock of tort ins and Swallows began 

circling over the river flying down and striking the water 

in quick succession. 

Aug. 17-23. The Purple Martins do not associate with the other Swal¬ 

lows here excepting incidentally when they are seeking food 

in the same places as over the Lake or meadows. I have not 

seen a single Martin near Lakeside this month, but at the 

Lake House, up to the I6th, there were always from three or 

four to a dozen flying about and alighting on the tops of some 

dead trees. A number of White-bellied Swalloy/s sometimes ac- 

companied them but the Martins evidently resented their ap¬ 

proaches and frequently assaulted and drove them away. Since 

the I6th I have seen but one tortin (on the 20th) near the 

Lake House, but at Leonard's Pond on the 21st I observed three 

broods of young apparently just from the nest perched on tall 



Progne sub is. 

La^0M32ibast)'g, "Marine. 

IS96. dead stubs, where their parents were feeding them at 

short intervals. 

(1*0.2). 
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Potrochelidon l.mifrons 

Main® (Lake Uirbagog). 

smmi, 
-Juno 1, 

-•.ho i irst pair arrivod to-day and immediately began 
to build a nest under tho oavos of the barn. In th® 
course of a few days a colony was at work hare. 

1873. 
July 31. This Ej)*ios ns a ruin, aE iwt at this aaasoD 

flies rv eh higher than other Swallovs. 

1874, 

July 27, Shot two young in first plumage. 

Sopt, f>„. Saw two at the Outlet, 

1880, 
Two sets. 

r*— 
four eggs each, all fresh. Most under eaves of barn- 
about twelve nests in close proximity to each other/ 

<4,7/ °$jbsn* 



Petrochelidon 1 uni Irons. 

May 31, 1396, Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Coll. C.H.Watrous. 

Identified by birds seen and character of nest. 

Under eaves of barn on the Gibbs (formerly Hayward) farm near 

the Narrows. 

Nest /4 (2856), nest destroyed in transit 

Five eggs (2857.), 

Four " (2858), slightly incubated. 

" " (2859), » » 

" " (2860), inc.a few days. 

" " (2361), inc.only just begun. 

" " £2862), slightly incubated. 

" " (2863 ), " " 

" " (2864), inc.several days. 

“ " (2865). 

Nearly fresh. 



Petro chol idoi: lunifrons, 

Lt. tJmbagog, Maine. 

_ May 30-June 10, 1871. 
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Petrochelidon lunifrons. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbs. Wxa. Brewster. 

45. Petrochelidon lunifrons. 

First plumage: male. Top of head, back, and scapulars dark brown ; 

collar around nape, dull ashy, tinged anteriorly with rusty. Rump as in 

adult, but paler; forehead sprinkled with white, and with a few chestnut 

feathers. Secondaries broadly tipped with ferruginous. Throat white, a 

few leathers spotted centrally with dusky. Breast and sides ashy, with a 

rusty suffusion, most pronounced on the latter parts. A very small area 

of pale chestnut on the cheeks. From a specimen in my collection taken 
at Upton, Me., July 27, 1874. 

Bull. N.O.O, 3, April, 1878. p, ^3- 



Petrochelidon lunifrous 

Lake Umbagog, Maine 

1895 But the most interesting sight was that of a flock of at 

Sept.5. least seventy or eighty Swallows which were skimming about 

over the open marshes. I detected one Bank Swallow and three 

or four Barn Swallows among them but practically the whole 

swarm was made up of Eave Swallows. Faxon tells me that this 

species has been unusually abundant in Mass, this year. It 

would seem to have increased greatly here as well for I never 

saw anything ifcike so many about Umbagog before and I have rare¬ 

ly seen it at all so late in the season. 
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Petrochelidon lunifrons. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
Junell I cannot remember ever seeing Eave Swallows before be¬ 

tween Bethel and Upton, but there is now a good-sized colony at 

Poplar Tavern, where we counted 28 nests attached to the west side 

of the barn under the eaves, and two smaller colonies above the 

Notch in Grafton. 

Lake Umbagog. 

June 13 
The Eave Swallows still cling to the old barn at the 

Lake House and the colony is bigger than ever. I counted no less 

than 54 nests most of which were on the south (gable) end of the 

barn securely supported by cleats. There were also a few on the 

east side where the birds nested exclusively in the '70's. 

Another and smaller colony of these Swallows (no doubt an 

overflow from the other) has taken possession of my boat house 

(built in 1899) where there are now twelve occupied nests, most of 

which are at the gable end. 

Lake Umbagog Colony of Eave Swallows at Errol Dam. 

June 15 
The colony of Eave Swallows was the largest I have ever 

seen in northern New England. I counted 95 nests on the front 

(gable) end of Allen's barn, two on the south side, four on the 

sduth side of the house, and 54 on the east side of the dam under 

the projecting roof; in all 155 nests. Many of these were unfin¬ 

ished and some only just begun, but all- that I included in my 

count showed unmistakable signs of progressing or very recent work. 



Petrochelidon lunifrons. 

Lake Umbagog Colony of Eave Swallows at Errol Dam 

1903 
June 15 

(2) 
Mrs.Allen told me that the birds have nested on the barn ever 

since she and her husband have had charge of the place (about six¬ 

teen years) but that they have increased rapidly in numbers during 

the past few years. She also said that this was the first season 

when any of them have attempted to build under the eaves of the 

long shed over the dam itself. The nests have a secure foundation 

there as well as in the gable end of the barn. Nearly all the 

finished nests were of the old-fashioned type, i.e. with well 

marked bottle necks. The same thing is true of the nests I have 

examined lately (during the past week) at "Popple" Tavern and Up¬ 

ton. It is evident ihat the birds have increased and spread 

throughout the Lake Region of recent years. The Allens tell me 

that a large colony has become established at Middle Dam. Despite 

the unusual number of nests at Errol Dam there were seldom more 

than thirty or forty birds in sight there at any one time to-day. 

Others were coming and going continually, however, and a considera¬ 

ble proportion of the total number seen were usually collected a- 

bout a puddle of rain water in the road, collecting mud for their 

25 



Petrochelidon 1 uni fr oris. 
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Petroclielidon lunifrons. 

I Q4 General Notes. f Auk 
L April 

. , Auk, XV, April, 1898,,-p./? y-*~ 
Kevival of the Sexual Passion in Birds in Autumn. — Under the above 

heading two short notes have already appeared in ‘The Auk,’ for January, 

1886. 1 he first (pp. 141, 142) is by Bradford Torrey who, on October 12, 

1885, saw a pair of Bluebirds “toying with each other affectionately” and 

once ceitainly .... in,the attitude, if not in the act, of copulation,” and 

he queries whether this may not account for the second period of song 

which many birds have. The other note (p. 286) is from Charles Keeler 

who noticed similar actions among some English Sparrows, which, in 

November and December, 1885, were even engaged in nest-building, the 

weather at the time being very mild. 

To these observations it seems worth while to add the following 

account of an experience which I had at Lakeside, Coos County, New 

Hampshire (at the southern end of Lake Umbagog), a little more than a 

ygdjjago. I quote from my journal of August 22, 1896. 

^At about sunrise this morning there were fully three hundred and fifty 

Swallows strung along on the wires of the fence in front of the hotel. 

I watched this flock for more than an hour (7 to 8 a. m.) and was amply 

lepaid for the trouble. There had been a heavy rain during the night 

and the road was very muddy. The birds alighted about the edges of one 

of the larger puddles in great numbers and walked slowly about fluttering 

or quivering their half-opened wings like so many big butterflies. At 

first I supposed that they were drinking or picking up insects, but what 

was my astonishment to find that the Eave Swallows were filling then- 

bills with mud, and the White-bellied and Bank Swallows gathering 

pieces of hay or straw. The Barn Swallows did not visit the pool in any 

numbers, and I did not happen to see them pick up anything. Each bird, 

on obtaining a satisfactory load of mud or grass, flew with it to the fence 

and after shifting it about in its bill for a few moments, finally dropped 

it and at once returned to the road for a fresh supply. From fifty to a 

hundred Swallows were thus constantly engaged for half-an-hour or 

moie. Not one of them took its burden elsewhere than to the wire fence 

or retained it for more than two or three minutes after reaching its perch. 

What did it all mean? Two facts which remain to be recorded will, 

perhaps, explain. 

The first is that, while the birds were clustered about the mud-puddle, 

scaice a minute passed when one or two pairs were not engaged in copu¬ 

lation. Perhaps I should say in attempted, rather than actual, copulation 

for, as nearly as I could see, the sexual commerce was in no instance 

fully and successfully accomplished. The females (or at least the birds 

that acted that part) submitted willingly enough to, and in some 

instances, as I thought, actually solicited, the attentions of the males ; 

the latter, however, displayed but mild sexual ardor and were very 

clumsy in their attempts at indulging it. Once I saw an Eave Swallow 

and a White-bellied Swallow in sexual contact. 

I he second fact apparently supplies the key to the whole mystery. It 

is simply that every one of the Swallows which visited the mud-puddle 

and engaged in collecting mud and straw or in attempted copulation, was 

a young bird! Of this I made sure by the most careful scrutiny with a 

glass at a distance of only 15 or 20 feet. There were a few old birds in 

the flock, but they remained constantly on the fence. 

It seems evident, therefore, that the remarkable behavior of the birds 

which alighted in the road was simply an expression of premature devel¬ 

opment, in the young, of the instincts and passions of nest-building and 

procreation. It is, however, the only instance of this kind that has ever 

come under my observation// William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 



vt 
Lake Umbagogi 

Justly $r 

When I first visited ray boat house on June 3 the Eave 

Swallows were only beginning the foundation of their nests. On the SufaJloyy^ 

6th none of the nests were more than one half built. Today a dozen or 

more are apparently completed, at least externally. This morning as 

I was watching the birds 1 saw two come together in the air and whirl 

around and around straight down to the ground, where they remained for 

more than a minute^ in what I took to be sexual union, waving and flut*- 

4 
tering their wungs like butterflies* The other members of the colony 

S ey 

seemed be 
A 

y interested in the affair and te-fec not a little 
f /'y- 

excited by it,for they collected over the prostrate birds and dashed 

down almost to them(with loud cries. When the pair finally separated, 

one bird flew off in one direction and the other in another. I do not 

think it could have been a fight^ for Eave Swallows are among the most 

all 
peaceable and social of birds and I have never known them show the 

A 

f 

slightest tendency to quarrel. Moreover I have seen Swifts copulate 

in precisely the same mannerf although they do not often, if ever, 

remain so long on the ground together. The Swallows in this colony do 

not seem to be in the least disturbed by the dozen or more Bronzed—' 

Grackles which are nesting in some balsams that praetically shade the 

boat house^nor do they pay the least attention to the Broad-winged 

Hawks which the G-rackles mob every time they appesr near the island* ifcu+yJCb, 
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Hi runcle horroorum 

1073. 

Sept. 3 

Main© (Lake Umbagog). 
CD 

All the Swallows have ap par anti: go*o. They loft 
Tory suddenly several days ago. 

I have seen none for two days and think they have 
left hare. 

Aug, 8. 

* 25. 

* 29. 

Sopt. '3, 

Still hero. 

Those, as well as all the 
into immense flocks to-day and 

A few still remain, but I 
lows have left, 

A few still about. 

other Swallows, collected 
disappeared. 

think all the other Svral- 



Hirundo erythrogaster. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /5 (2883), June 10, 1096, C.H.Watrous■coll. “Bird 

seen". Eggs inc.3 or 4 days. Tidswell farm. I did not see nest 

in situ. On rafter of deserted barn. The only nest in the barn. 

Two eggs (858), June 14, 1879, coll.Oscar Morse. Bird 

sitting. Eggs fresh. Upton. On rail of fence in open field. (I 

have only the collector's word for the unique situation of this 

nest. Nest not preserved. Not entered in journal. 
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C hell cion orythroKasteih 

c^fl ^ 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Nesting under the roof of a 
piazza. 

1S97. Mr Chandler showed me a Barn Swallow sitting on a nest 

June IS. placed vender the roof of the piazza nearly over the front 

steps and within two or three yards of the fror$t door of the 

house. The nest- which rests on a square timber about 3 ft. 

above the floor- was occupied two years ago by a Robin which 

reared a brood in it. Last year it was unoccupied. No one 

knows just when or by what bird it was built originally but 

it looks most like a Robin's nest and it has certainly been 

in its present position for three or four years. Of course 

the Swallows have added a feather lining. 

C. tells me that the two Swallows take turns at incubat¬ 

ing and change places every 15 or 20 minutes (I saw this for 

myself two days later). They pay no attention to the people 

walking or sitting beneath them and yesterday one of the young 

men, standing nearly under the nest, fired upwards of fifty 

shots from a rifle without disturbing the sitting bird. 



Chelidon erythrpiaster. 

Errol to Colebrook, N.H. 

1903 
June 15 Barn Swallows were skimming about everywhere. I saw them 

entering dilapidated barns and, in two different places, deserted 

houses through broken windows. 
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Iridoprocno bicolor. 
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1873. 
Tachyclnota bicolor. 

Nd.no (Lake Umbagog). 

July 31. They scan to have loft the locality as X have not 
soon any for several days. 

Aug, 1. A pure white Albino was brought to day; it Was 
killed on tho Hajrward place. 

1874. 
Aug, 10. A largo flock flying about tho stubs about ho Out- 

lot; they have boon entirely absent from Up ton for at 
1 a as t. t hr e e wo o ks. 

1870, 

Juno 2. A nost 'with two eggs. 

“ 3, Brooding in groat abundance among the stubs at tho 
Outlet, 

5. A nost containing five fresh eggs; the sitting 
bird proved a facial©. (T) 

« « 
^ dpon shooting an Ardoa horodias ament* th* stubs 

inany S>*ai. lows cart© trooping to tho spot and began play— 
ing with tno feathers scattered about on tho surface of 
the vrator^^ 

“ o. *fl»t** <»*o Sb ur tho • $ 

the Sorter built in an old Bovmy Woodpochor* s hole con- 
sit.tod or only a few feathers and chips of wood; the 

flatter in a large natural cavity was a boanti- 
fit! structure lined lavishly with feathers. The birds 
were vary bold and pluck*, diving down past my head anc! 
clicking their bills. 

« 7. 
* 8, 

One nest containing four eggs, another six. 

^ A n0St iri a stub -./as beautifully lined with the fea¬ 
thers of .Rubp .vlrir ini anus. 

* o. i«o n>js us, one with four a> d the other with five 
eggs; the former beautifully lined with feathers of 
the adult male Hooded v organsor^^h--' 

* 18. Saw one pursue a -coded "organsor actually overta¬ 
king her and harassing her as ho would a flying Hawk. 
The duck, however, scorned to fly slower than usual. 



Iridoproone bicolor 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1879* 
Juno *5, 

1080. 

k in H-oodpockor’s holo over tho wator; height 
tax foot; ogg« soXsm,an exceptional number, never tholes; 
o . >re va?:; only one femalo about the nest. Of this £ an 
;;7 _ * : tho pair ; i out t! 

VA^AA-^vw - 

-lay 10, 

“ 29. 

Tv i 
i\ '-Jo ■ one oag. 

PR 
R G* eggs ..Ciioatod aovoral days-~tvro 

fr-sh, nost in old Woodpecker’s hole in s„n 
over water, hpoa - spruce stub 

1880. 
May 29} Sot 1—4, Fresh—now Woody-ocher* s holo; 

six foot, Rvvb — L>- ? inn VuX'. 

V? 



Iridoprocne bicolor. 

Lake Umbagog, Hew England 

Nest /Q (2871), June 4, I8S6, coll.C.H.Watrous. Bird 

started from nest. Eggs fresh. In old hole of a Woodpecker 7 ft 

above the water near the mouth of Rapid River. 
• ••••••• 

Nest /4 (3032), June 3, 1897, coll.Uto.Brewster. Bird 

started from nest. Eggs fresh. In old hole of Downy Woodpecker 

in stub over water at Outlet of lake. 
*•••••* 

Nest /Q (3035), June 5, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. Bird 

started from nest. Inc.about l/2. In a Y/oodpecker1 s hole about 

6 ft.above water in pond opposite Pulpit Rock, Megalloway River. 
. 

Nest /5, (3036), June 5, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. Bird 

started from nest. Eggs very slightly inc. Natural cavity in 

Brown Ash stub about 5 ft.above the water in pond opposite Pulpit 

Rock, Megal1oway River. 



Irido'proone bicolor. 

Lake IJmbagog. 

1890. ■ 
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Tachvcinota bicolor. 

Revival of the Sexual Passion in Birds in Autumn 

William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass 

Auk, XV, Apri1, 1898, pp.194-5. 

See under Petrochelidon lunifrons. 
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Iridourocne bicolor. 

^Tr 

I8S7, / Lake Umbagog. 
May 31. ' '—^ Megalloway River. 

were 
Tree Swallows are nesting everywhere where there were 

many stubs. They evidently spread over this whole region unlike 

the Bronzed Grackles which evidently congregate in colonies and of 

which we saw none up the river to-day. 

Iridoprocne bicolor. 

Lake Umbagog. 

1903 
June 14 Very few Stub Swallows compared to the earlier times but 

this is scarcely to be wondered at in view of the fact that the 

stubs have almost wholly disappeared from this part of the Lake. 

Most of those which used to stand along or near the river banks 

have either rotted and. fallen or been cut by the lumbermen because 

they impeded the drives^but those which fringed the shores and es¬ 

pecially the coves well back from the course of the river were cut, 

a few years ago, by the Upton people, for firewood. 
ff 

7? 









Riparia riparia. 

Grafton, Maine► 

Rest /5 (3062), June 15, I8S6, coll.C.H.Watrous. Birds 

seen. Eggs fresh. In sandy bank of Cambridge River about one 
paper 

mile north of Grafton Notch. The piece of toiletAin nest was 

placed there by the birds. 

Nest /5 (882), June 12, 1873, coll.Win.Brewster. Eggs 

fresh. In hole in sand bank. Eggs two feet from entrance. Upton. 
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RiT>aria riparia 

Bethel, Maine 

1903 
June 5 As I have said Bank Swallows were scattered about in 

great numbers over the intervale this morning and their low pleas¬ 

ing chattering cries were constantly in my ears. They must have a 

large breeding colony somewhere near, probably in the sandy banks 

of the Androscoggin. Fully 25 or 30 birds were circling about a 

hen yard on a steep hi11-side. Every half minute or so one of than 

would swoop down to the ground and, picking up a white feather, 

start at full speed for the river pursued by the entire throng. 

In no instance did I see the fugitive succeed in making more than 

50 or 100 yards before it was overtaken and robbed of its prize, 

and the robber in his turn was usually quickly despoiled. Some¬ 

times the feather would be in the possession of a dozen or more 

different birds in the course of less than a minute. When this 

happened it made little or no progress towards its ultimate desti¬ 

nation, being simply snatched and held for an instant by bird after 

bird while the remainder of the flock were flying around and a- 

round the contestants in a narrow circle. At length, however, 

some Swallow swifter or stronger than the others would get it and 

carry it straight off to the river bank closely followed by.one or 

two birds while the others returned to the poultry yard. It was 

one of the prettiest sights of the kind that I have ever witnessed. 

I am by no means sure that the birds were not simply playing with 

the feather as the Tree Swallows certainly sometimes do under 

similar conditions 





Ampffolis c >drorum. 

Maim* {Lake umbagog). 

171. 
Juno 5* A pair at '.fork on thoir nest in a low fir 

urm. 

Juno 15:5, Host just beginning. 

“ 21. How oxtromly abundant and building everywhere. 

15/79. 

May 25. Two or three flying about. 

Juno 3. On© gathering materials for its nest. 

1591. 
May 20. Arrived to-day in large numbers; I saw eight in 

one flock. 

urn), 
.Tune 39. Set U-4. Fresh—fir sapling—thiokot of rirs by 

brook—height seven foot. The female was standing on 
the f)dgo of the-nest; I nearly touched her with my hand 
before she fl ow. 3^ |^w,. . 
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1897, 
September 

Aura elis cedrorun. 

25. 

Lake Gmbagog. 
Cambridge River. 

The Cedar Birds were flying about the lower "logan", a¬ 

lighting in dead tree tops. I fancy the lateness of their stay is 

due to heavy crop of Viburnum berries still remaining on the bushes 
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Lanius borealis 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Lanius borealis. 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Maine (Lake Umbagog}• 

Tvo shot October 21. 



Lanius borealis. 

1889, 
October 25. 

Lake limb agog. 
Moose Point. 

Passing out by Moose Point saw a superb Shrike. As he 

flew up from the grass and alighted on a root he looked so white 

that I took him at first for a Snow Bunting. 



*X/ 
Lan lus borealis. 

Lake Drabagog, Maine. 

1890. Shrike making his peculiar harsh jarring cry among the 

Oct.26. stubs. Just as we landed he flew across the meadow (Sweat 

Meadow) and perching on the top of a tall stub began singing 

sweetly and continuously. Its song was very like that of a 

Brown Thrasher but a little lower and more broken. I have 

rarely heard one to such advantage before. 
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Lanius ludovicianus migrans 



Lanins ludovicianus miccrans. 

. Bethel, 

Nest /4 (5903), June II, 1905, coll .Win.Brewster. 

parents seen at nest & female on nest. Neither bird shot 

Maine. 

Both 

Eggs 

fresh. 
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Lanius ludovicianus migrans. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 5 

S The most interesting experience of the morning remains 

to be chronicled. I was returning over the intervale and within 

two hundred yards of the railroad when a Shrike (L.1.nigrans ) 

started from a maple and flew off up the road, carrying a bird in 

its bill. It alighted first -on a fence post, next on a brush heap 

near the railroad. I got within twenty yards of it each time. As 

I was approaching it it worked busily and nervously, tearing at 

its 'prey and eating portions of it. Finally it circled back past 

me and flew out into a large field whore it alighted on a fence 

post. Before I could get near it again it flew a fourth time 

leaving its victim which I found was a Bank Swallow. It had eaten 
IK 

the head completely off and had impaled the loose skin of the lower 

neck on a sharp upright splinter that projected above the post. 

After examining the Swallow I walked off a few rods when the Shrike 

immediately returned to it and carried it off across the road to a 

small half dead willow that grew by a wall within fifty yards of a 

house. I followed and had the great pleasure of watching the 

Shrike impale the Swallow on a short, sharp stub of a dead twig. 

It performed this operation precisely in the manner of the Northern 

Shrike that I saw hang up a Field Mouse at Ball's Hill a dozen or 

so years ago, i.e. by drawing the bird against the stub. Stand¬ 

ing a little below it it pulled violently and jerkily for several 

minutes often fluttering its wings either to keep its balance or 

72 



Lanius ludovicianus ml grails. 

0 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 5 
(2) 

to gain greater force and occasionally stepping to rest for a rno- 

ment. Finally it flew away. On examining the Swallow I found it . 

very firmly fixed with the prong driven through the shin and sur¬ 

face muscles of the breast. From a lower branch of the same wil- 

lowAsimilarly impaled on a short dead prong driven through the 

shin of its nech hung a female Bluebird that had evidently been 

dead several days. It showed no signs of decomi>osition but the 
* 

eyes had sunk almost out of sight and the flesh on the breast was 

hard and dry. It bore absolutely no signs of external injury and 

no portion of the flesh had been removed while the plumage was 

smooth and perfect. 

l/------- 
The Swallow was gone at 4 p.m. but the Bluebird remained. 

Just after the Shrihe had left the Swallow impaled on the 

fence stahe it was joined by its mate a larger, longer, lighter- 

colored bird, no doubt the male. In the afternoon I visited the 

place again in company with Dr.Gehring and again found both Shrikes, 

They were never actually together but seeited contented with keep¬ 

ing one another in sight as they sat perched on the fence posts 

or telegraph poles along the roadside sometimes within thirty 

yards of each other. We saw the male fly down to the dusty road 

and pick up what looked like a large beetle and the female pull a 

7? 

quantity of sheep's wool from the side of an empty barrel standing 

in a piece of cultivated ground. After arranging it carefully in 

her bill she took it up the road and into a maple near the one I 



Lanius ludovicianus migrans. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 5 

(3) 
started her from this morning. I looked this tree over carefully 

afterwards but could not see anything in it that resembled a nest. 

Probably the bird really went on beyond it to another tree. 

Both Shrikes spent the greater part of the time when I was' 

watching then within an area of about twenty acres. Most of this 

was perfectly open, intervale grass fields the only trees being 

those in the long row of planted, sidewalk sugar maples and a few 

scrubby willows, wild cherries, etc., scattered along the lines of 

the fences that divided the fields from one another. The Shrikes 

occasionally perched on some of these trees but their favorite 

points of observation were the fence and telegraph posts. In a 

general way they looked and behaved like northern Shrikes but they 

appeared smaller and decidedly shorter and stouter while they were 

somewhat less active and restless. Their heads looked dispropor¬ 

tionately larger and much thicker and heavier than thosb of their 

more northern relatives. The female was a dark, dull-colored bird, 

the male much lighter with very white underparts and a clear ashy- 

blue back. The broad black stripe through and about the eye was 

conspicuous with both of them. 

bhen perched they sat quite motionless save for a slow turn¬ 

ing ox the head from side to side. I did.not once see either of 

them lift and half spread the tail as the Northern Shrike so often 

does. Their method of flight, however, was identical with that of 



Lanius ludovicianus migrans. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 5 

(4) 
borealis and their appearance when on wing nearly the same. I 

think, however, that they moved even closer to the earth. On 

leaving their perches, whether the latter were fence posts or tel¬ 

egraph poles, they invariably shot down at a steep angle as if 

aiming at some object on the ground and then skimmed off swiftly 

across the field only a foot or two above the turf, rising and 

falling in long, graceful but 'gentle (or shallow) undulations, 

moving their wings very rapidly at the beginning of each upward 

curve and then closing them for an instant just as a Woodpecker or 

Goldfinch does when pursuing its similar "galloping" flight. Dur¬ 

ing the exceedingly rapid beat of the wings their light markings 

were alternately displayed and concealed, giving a flickering ef¬ 

fect as of a small bit of looking glass flashed in the sunlight. 

Neither bird uttered ar}y sound whatever within my hearing. They 

would not permit me to approach them much nearer than about twenty 

yards. 

June 3 
I went to the intervale this morning to look for the Shrike's 

nest which, by an odd chance, proved to be in the very first tree 

I visited, a small elm standing alone by the side of the lane that 

leads to the chair factory from the main road, scarce ove hundred 

yards from the railroad station and not over fifty yards from the 

mill. The p2>ace where I saw the Shrikes on the 5th is some two 



Lanins ludovicianus ini grans. 

'Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June S 
(5) 

hundred yards distant, but the brush-heap to which the female took 

the Swallow on that occasion is within thirty yards of the nest. 

Neither bird was about it when I discovered it this morning so I 

kept on to the other locality beyond. Scarcely had I, reached it 

when the male Shrike appeared, skimming low over the wide field on 

the western side of the road, bearing some rather large, dangling 

object in his bill. He took it into a small, stunted elm by the 

roadside and affixed it to a short branch, spending less than a 

minute in the operation. After he had flown away I went to the 

tree and found a Pickerel Prog sitting cross-wise on the branch, 

his hind legs well doubled at the knees, his head resting on his 

folded front paws, his eyes wide open. So very lifelike was his 

attitude and expression that I could not believe him dead until I 

touched him. He was so perfectly balanced that I thought at first 

that the Shrike had merely placed him carefully on the branch, but 

on closer examination I found that he was firmly impaled on a short 

pointed twig which had penetrated half an inch or more into the 

fleshy part of the thigh. He was a fair-sized specimen but very 

thin and slender. 

I searched all the scattered trees and fence posts in the 

neighborhood in the hope of finding more victims but -without suc¬ 

cess. The Bluebird had been removed from the willow since my last 

visit on the afternoon of the 5th. 



Lanius ludovicianus ini grans. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 8 

(s) Not long after the appearance of the male Shrike this 

morning I saw the female sitting on a fence rail well out in the 

open fields. For nearly an hour she remained within twenty yards 

of the same spot although she frequently took short flights -usually 

to the ground and back again to the same or a neighboring perch on 

the fence rails or posts. Although I watched her closely I did 

not once see her catch anything. Her manner of flying down to 

the ground and back reminded me strongly of that of a Bluebird. 

Sometimes she would remain on the ground for a minute or more hop¬ 

ping or fluttering from clod to clod on some recently ploughed 

land, evidently looking for insects but ordinarily she flew back 

to her perch almost immediately after alighting on the ground. 

While perched she remained for the most part as immovable as a 

Hawk and in a similarly erect, tense attitude. 

Her mate was also in sight most of the time. His favorite 

perches were on the telegraph poles and their connecting wires a- 

long the roadside. While sitting on these his attitudes were as 

light and graceful as those of the Northern Shrike and he balanced 

himself in the same way, shifting his position frequently and of¬ 

ten raising and lowering his long tail as well as occasionally 

half spreading it. It was a beautiful sight to see him start from 

his elevated perch and after a few rapid vibrations of his short, 

white-spotted wings, glide on a long, gentle incline half across a 

broad field before coming to the ground. Sometimes he would move 



Lanius ludoviplanus migrant. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 8 
(7) 

very swiftly, but as a rule his motion after he had gone a few rods 

became slower and slower until he seemed to move no faster than a 

tuft of thistle down,drifting before a light wind*and with equal 

lightness and grace. I can think of no other bird which ever flies 

in just this way. After the few wing beats he held his wings wide¬ 

spread and quite motionless, his bill pointing downwards, his tail 

closed. He rarely approached his mate nearer than fifty yards, but 

once he went directly towards her and alighted within ten feet of 

her when she greeted him with a low, harsh, vibrating cry and a 

long-continued fluttering of her wings like that of a young bird. 

On another occasion I saw him fly directly off from a telegraph 

pole for a distance of about one hundred yards and then mount 

straight upwards to a height of forty or fifty feet apparently in 

pursuit of some flying insect which I thought he caught and in¬ 

stantly swallowed. During the upward flight he beat his wings 

vigorously but they were held nearly or quite immovable during the 

long, smooth glide by means of which he reached a fence post well 

out in the field. Soon after this he flew down to the ground and 

picked up what looked like a large beetle. Holding this in the 

tip of his bill he came nearly straight towards me and, to my 

great surprise, alighted by the side of a young Shrike which all 

the while must have been sitting within ten yards of me on a fence 

rail by the roadside. The young bird received the insect in its 

wide opened bill and instantly swallowed it;at the same time 7? 
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(3) 
quuring its wings. The place where it sat was not over twenty- 

yards from the elm where I had previously seen the frog impaled. 

Why had not the frog been given directly to the young Shrike? why 

had not the parents fed it at all previous to this during the 

hour I had been watching them (I should certainly have seen them 

feed it had they done so)? and where -were the remainder of the 

brood? were questions that I asked myself in vain. I searched 

the whole neighborhood carefully but without discovering any more 

of the young. The one I had seen fed was conspicuous enough (after 

my attention had been called to him) and one of the prettiest and 

oddest little birds I have ever seen. He could fly only a few 

" t 

yards at a time but he hopped along the fence rail ahead of me al¬ 

most as fast as I could walk, using his wings only when I was on 

the point of touching him with my hand. His wings and tail were 

nearly black but £ke secondaries and greater wing coverts were 

broadly tipped with rusty brown. His under parts were exquisitely 

vermiculated with wavy grayish lines on a lighter gray ground. 

His eyes were very large and expressive, his bill short and blunt. 

Most comical of all was his little stub tail scarce two inches 

long. He carried it nearly erect and kept bobbing it up and down 

and flirting it from side to side in the most amusing way. All his' 

motions were exceedingly quick and animated when I was pursuing 

him but after I had left him he eat erect and still with his plumage 

7? 



Lanius ludovicianus migrans* 

Bethel, Maine.- 

1903 
June 8 
(9) 

^ fluffed out like a little Owl. 

On my v/ay back I climbed to the nest ana. examined it closely. 

It was placed directly against the main stem of the elm about ten 

feet above the ground and was of the usual bulky character. Prom 

below it looked not unlike the nest of a Thrasher j.or it contained 

many large twigs in the lower portions but the walls were thiOkly 

and warmly felted with a variety of soft materials. There were 

fewer feathers than usual in the lining but such as there were 

looked fresh and clean as did the entire surface of the inner cup 

at the bottom of which lay a handsomely marked egg. Although I 

took this out and looked at it critically I was unable to decide 

whether it was addled or freshly laid. I am inclined to think, 

however, that it may be the first egg of a second clutch, for on 

June 5 I saw the female Shrike pull a tuft of sheep's wool from a 

barrel and take it off in the direction of the nest and while I 

was descending the tree this morning she came flying swiftly to- 

wards it and hovered within a few feet of my head uttering her 

harsh, grating cry. This I thought could be best compared to the 

long-drawn plaint of a Canada Nuthatch save for the fact that the 

^ notes were deeper, harsher, louder and given in much more rapid 
it 

succession. When I hoard^in the open field earlier in the morning 

it also reminded me a little of the mew of a Catbird. 

While I was watching the Shrikes I heard two Bobolinks and a 

Savanna Sparrow singing in the grass not far from their posts of 
go 



Lanius ludovicianus migrans. 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June 8 

(10) 
observation and on several occasions Bank Swallows skimmed close 

past one or the other of them. They seemed to take no notice 

whatever of these birds but to be wholly intent on watching the 

ground for insects. 

June 10 
Visited the Shrike family this morning in company with Walter 

Deane. Found the female on the nest apparently sitting but did 

not disturb her. The male was ranging about over his own territory 

and that which his mate has previously covered, hunting insects of 

which we saw him catch a number all of which he took to his solita¬ 

ry offspring. The latter although apparently no larger or better 

feathered than when I saw him last two days ago could fly strongly 

this morning. He followed his father from place to place taking 

flights oi^ne^yards or more at a time and alighting well up in 

leafy trees as well as on fence posts. The old male sang a little 

while perched on a toll weed stalk in a field. This is the first 

time I have heard his song. It was much like that of the Florida 

bird and consisted of a single note uttered eight or ten times in 

rather quick succession. I rendered this note on the spot as 

p1lee. It was soft, rather plaintive and decidedly musical. Wal¬ 

ter thought it resembled the peep of Pickering's Hyla but it was 

much less shrill and piercing and to my ear more like the bell 

note of the Blue Jay although not very near that either. 

Si 



Lanius ludovicianus mlgrans. 

.Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June II 

(II ) 
Visited the Shrike's nest about half past eleven this fore' 

noon. Both birds absent when we reached the tree but as Gilbert 

was climbing it they suddenly appeared and fluttered close abouu 

his head like a pair of big butterflies, uttering a rapid succes¬ 

sion of scolding cries very like those of a Solitary or Yellow- 

throated Vireo (eh-eh-eh-eh, etc.), but louder and sharper. We 

took 
V 

the nest which contained a set of four beautifully marked 

eggs, . The birds came within 4 or 5 feet of Gilbert and when pois- 

ing kept their tails wide-spread. 
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?iroo olivacQuis. 

1873. 

Aug. 23. 

Maine (lake Unhagog). 

The males still sing occasionally. 

1879. 
May 28, Several rnal os singing, the first I have heard 

shot ono in the act. 

June 12 Two nests building. 

1880, 

May 20, Several. 



1889, 
October 10. 

Vireo olivaceus. 
Lalce Uinbagog. 

On the way back to camp (from Black Island Cove) saw a 

Red-eyed Vireo in some bushes over the water, getting within a few 

yards of him. 
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Vireo olivaceus. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE FIRST PLUMAGE IN VARIOUS SPE¬ 

CIES OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS. 

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

Ill* 

48. Vireo olivaceus. 

First plumage : male. Remiges, rectrices, and greater wing-coverts as 

in adult ; rest of upper surface, including the lesser wing-coverts and 

rump, light cinnamon, tinged with ashy, and upon the interscapular 

region washed faintly with dull green ; cheeks pale buff. Supra-orbital 

line and entire under parts silky white, -with a delicate wash of pale 

brown on the sides. From a specimen in my collection taken at Upton 
Me., July 30, 1874. 

Bull. N.O.C. 3, July, 1878. p, //3~. 

?o 



Vireo phi ladelT>hicus. 



Vdrog ph :i I ac! o 1 p hi cu s. 

1CT2, 
Juno 53-5 

Maine {Lake Umbagog, 

Throe specimens taken. The first June 3, the 
second June 4, the third June 5. The first was shot 
in the top of a tall hooch; tho second in a thicket of 
firs; the third in a small birch surrounded by firs. 
All three spocimoas wore females. Wo thought that one 
of then uttered a faint warbler-like chirp, but other¬ 
wise they were perfectly silent. 

IB? 4. 

Aug, 29. Three shot on tho Tyler 5ath, They wore in a 
mixed flock of Warblers, Titmice, etc., in low second 
growth birch and maple. They were very tame, perfectly 
silent, and more active in motions that tho other Vireos, 
<|uite as much so indeed as any of the Warblers, Two 
of thorn when picked up still held in their bills largo 
green caterpillars. All were males and one t think an 
adult, 

* 31, Shot a young female in tho same place where those 
were taken the 29th. 

Sept.ll. Shot one in perfect fall plumage; it was in tho 
top of a high beech, in a largo mixed flock. 

1370. 

May 28. Shot a male among small wild cherry trees on the 
edge of tho woods, It kept low down and was silent. 

« 31. Two specimens killed. 

June 31, A Viroo hoard singing to-day was probably of this 
species, its song was most like that of the Red-eyed but 
bocogtiixably distinct an emphatic whit-tu-whit coming 

r in at regular intervals among the more warbling notes. 
I saw the bird and an sure that it was smaller than a 
Red-eye but 1 failed to secure it. 



L. Umbagog, Maine. 

Vireo -phi 1 a&elplmiiis..... 

The Philadelphia Vireo in New England. —The increase and de¬ 

crease of certain species in given localities is becoming a subject of much 

interest, instances of which are cited every year. A single specimen may 

be captured in a locality far from the usual habitat of its species, where it 

may not be seen again for years, or it may gradually increase and later be 

found as a regular autumn migrant, though not detected in the spring, and 

vice versa. The above-named species was first given as a New England 

bird by Prof. Charles E. Hamlin, based upon a specimen which he cap¬ 

tured at Waterville, Me., May 21, 1863. For the next nine years it escaped 

the notice of our collectors, when during a collecting trip at the Umbagog 

Lake, Maine, I procured a specimen on June 3, 1872, and on the follow¬ 

ing day, in company with Mr. Wm. Brewster, obtained two more. In a 

communication from Geo. A. Boardman, Esq., he states that on June 2, 

1872, he obtained a female at Calais, Me., the only one, however, which 

he has met with. We did not hear of the Vireo again until September, 

1874, when Mr. Brewster took six specimens at Lake Umbagog. On 

September 11, 1875, I procured a female at the foot of llipogenus Lake, a 

beautiful sheet of water situated about one hundred and fifty miles north¬ 

east from the Umbagog Lake, and observed two others. There was an 

immense migration of Warblers, Sparrows, and other species on that morn¬ 

ing, and the specimen taken was in company with the Red-eyed and Yel¬ 
low-throated Vireos.* 

All these specimens were undoubtedly on or near their breeding-grounds, 

and although but few pass through the coast States, yet it is strange that 

the species should have escaped the notice of the many watchful collectors 

of the present day until Mr. Brewster procured a specimen in Cambridge, 

Mass., on September 7, 1875 (see Bulletin No. 1, p. 19). Three specimens 

were taken during the first w-eek of June, 1876, at Lake Umbagog, in 

which locality it now must be considered as a summer resident. — 
Ruthven Deane. 

* This is the most northern locality in Maine at which I havejrnown the Yel¬ 
low-throated Vireo to occur. 

Bull. N. O.O. I, Sept, I87Q. p, 7//, 

n 



Vireo phi1adelphicus. 
Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1379. 

May 27. Shot a pair evidently mated. Whan first soon 
thoy" wire in an isolated cedar in the bog behind the 
barh. Shortly afterwards they flow to a birch near tho 
houso, tho female closely following hsr mato both - n 
wing and among tho branchos. The male was shot first 
when tho f ®malo descendod to him slowly hooping from 
twig to twfjj|and looking down with evident solicitude. 
I hoard only two notes, a soft tender pseuo. similar to 
that of tho Rod-eyed Vireo when mating, and a harsh, petu¬ 
lant cry exactly like that of tho Warbling nr0o. This 
species is scarce distinguishable in motion and appear- 
ances when in tho trees from 7iroo gilvtts 

(June f>) Identified the song of this species to-day by shoot¬ 
ing tho bird in tho act. Tho song is very close to that 
of Vireo olivaeeus but some of the notes are feebler. 

“ 6* > Heard singing at the lower settlement on the Mogal- 
loway. 

8 9* In an open grove of poplars and birches in front of 
the Dlx House, Dixrillo Notch, I watched a pair of those 
Vireos for nearly an hour. They kept very near together 
tho male singing at intervals (his song as previously 
noted at' Up ton) • Thoy wore apparently not nesting. 

* 10. The pair noted yesterday came close to the Dix 
Houso this morning; although it was raining hard tho 
male sang cheerfully at intervals. In motion these 
Vireos are indietinguishablo from Vireo olivaceous and 
V. mi 1 vus. 

* U. One singing near the boot—landing on Cambridge Ri¬ 
ver. 

8 13. 0||o singing above tho mill, another on S Point. 
They sing much in the tops of the highest trees. The 
one on 8 Point was in the erost of a mighty yellow birch 
at least eighty foot above the ground where the branches 
whore tho branches were lashed by the fierce wind that 
flouted the leaves and swayed the whole tree—top, yet 
the bird rarely ceased his notes when tho fiercest gusts 
swept by. I can now readily distinguish the song of 
this species from that of the Red-eye; it is feebler, 
higher picked, and does not flow as smoothly. 

* 19. I know of two pairs breeding within a mile or two 
of the Lake House. 



Vireo phi1adelphicus. 
Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1879. 
June '21, Two malos singing—one in birches bordering Sam- 

bridge River above the mill, the other on B Point. 
I can now roadily distinguish tho song from that of the 
RocUoy©., It ha& two high notes followed by two lower 
ones.. There aro however, occasionally interpolations 
identical both in ton© and pitch with some of the notes 
of th© Red-eye. 

« <>o 
&/■* * Mai© singing near the house. 

* 23. Thoroughly identified a male which 'ms singing in a 
willow in tho Lake House garden. 

i[ 34. A male singing at No-wry about five miles north of 
iBethel. 

1880. 

May 31. Hoard and saw several, 

| 

June 3, Thrmo wales singing yesterday; the song is slower 
than that of V.olivaceous. 



Vireo philadelphicus. 

Main (Lake Umbagog). 

1080 
Vireo philadclphieus. 

Maine {Lake Hinbagog). 

cJjp® 

{Juno 16J 

17. 

IB, 

One sings regularly in a narrow strip of paper 
birches bordering the lake shore*; I got vrithin six foot 
of him to-day as ho was anong/soioo low- willows, 1fy .for¬ 
mer descriptions of tho song are accurate. I hoard, a 
now note to-day, a low wishing, like that of Vireo gilvttp. 

^ Tv, Two males singing to-day, one in fllinwood*s clear¬ 
ing, the other, near the Sargent cova. The former I saw; 
ho was singing in p small paper birch, and I stood for 
sometime within' ten foot of hire. I again hoard tho 
whining note and carefully criticised the song which T 
can now toll with absolute certainty from that of Vireo 
lilivaooous; it is slower, with less volume, and has a 
peculiar double syllabled note which is always repeated 
twice 

m 

the 
Have hoard one singing daily in the same place for 

oast, tv/o weeks in a bolt of young birshes and poplars 
bordering the lake shore. Searched every tree to-day for 
the nest but could not find it. 

1881, 

May Shot a male in a small poplar near tho Middle Pam'. 
It was in a flock of Warblers and was silent. 

A number singing along the Cary road between Rich¬ 
ardson Lake and Umbagog. Tho open second—growth of 
poplar and birch over tho burnt lands along this tract 
is peculiarly well—suited to the habits of this species 
which is evidently much more numerous here than about 
Upton. I saw a numb ore of old Vireo’s nests low down, 
some of which doubtless belonged to this species. 

o 



Vireo philadelphicus. 

Cambridge, Coos County, New Hampshire. 

Nest /z (3909), June 15, 1903, coll.Tta.Brewster. Female 

shot in nest tree & shin preserved in my collection. Both birds 

seen at nest. 



Vireo phi1adelphicue 

BULLETIN 
OP THE 

NUTTALL ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB. 

Vol. V. JANUARY, 1880. No. 1. 

NOTES ON THE HABITS AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA VIREO (VIREO PHILADELPHICUS). 

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

The type specimen of this interesting little Vireo was obtained 

near Philadelphia, by Mr. Cassin, in September, 1842. For many 

years succeeding the publication of his description, in 1851, the 

species seems to have almost, entirely eluded observation, and it 

was not until about the beginning of the last decade that the prob¬ 

lem of its distribution began to be solved, while there probably 

remains much to be learned regarding this point. We now know, 

however, that it extends over Eastern North America from Hud¬ 

son’s Bay to Central America, while in certain portions of the 

Mississippi Valley it occurs regularly and in considerable numbers 

during the spring and fall migrations. Its breeding range does not 

seem to have been so well made out, but Mr. Nelson found one or 

two pairs near Chicago in July, 1874 (Bulletin Essex Institute, Vol. 

VIII, p. 102), and Professor Aughey gives it in his list of locust- 

eafing birds as a summer resident in Eastern Nebraska (Notes on 

the Nature of the Food of the Birds of Nebraska, p. 27). This 

latter record appears to be the most western one for the United 
States. 

But it is more particularly of the history and distribution of the 

Philadelphia Vireo in our Eastern States, with a few original facts 

regarding its habits, that I wish to treat in the present article. Its 

title to a place in the fauna of New England was first established 

by Professor C. E. Hamlin, who took a single specimen at Water- 
vol. v. 1 



8 Bicknell on the Nesting of the Red Crossbill. 

severity, during which most of our boreal birds appeared in greater 

numbers, and extended their range further to the southward than 

My utmost efforts to discover the nest failed. Some old ones, 

which were hung in the usual manner near the extremity of birch 

or poplar limbs, may have originally belonged to this species, as 

several specimens of the birds were found in the grove, and no 

other Vireo seemed to be breeding near. The only one of these 

structures which I took pains to examine closely was somewhat 

smaller arid deeper than the average nest of Vireo olivaceus, being 

rather more like that of Vireo noveboracensis. 

At the close of the breeding season, when the brakes are turning 

brown, and occasional maples along the lake shore begin to glow with 

the burning tints of autumn, the Philadelphia Vireos join those 

great congregations of mingled Warblers, Sparrows, Woodpeckers, 

Titmice, etc., which at this season go trooping through the Maine 

woods. The specimens taken at Upton, in 1874, were in flocks of 

this kind, and several of them were shot in low bushes, an apparent 

exception to the rule previously given. But mixed society among 

birds, as well as men, is a great leveller of individual traits, and it 

is by no means uncommon on these occasions to find such tree- 



Vireo phi la_delphicus^ 

Lake Umbasfog, Maine. 
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Vireo phi 1 ade 1 Milieus 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894. 

Sept. 3 

Sept. 9. 

^ Among many small birds in a mixed flock in the birch 

gpove on the Point I recognised a Philadelphia Vireo. The 

last was very tame and I watched him some time at close range. 

He appeared to feeding chiefly on caterpillars, —smooth, 

greenish or brown ones. I saw him take and swallow one which 

was fully two inches long. It gave him considerable trouble 

and he was obliged to shake it and beat it violently with his 

bill before he could get it down. 

It was a little foggy at daylight this morning, a fact 

which may account for the finding, by Will Sargent, in the 

middle of the Lake, to-day, of a Philadelphia Vireo floating 

dead, back up. It doubtless became bewildered while attempt¬ 

ing to cross the Lake and flew about in circles until exhaust*- 

ed. 

1894. 

Sept. 3 

Sept. 9. 



Vireo oh11adeIphious. 

Lake Drab agog, Ma ine Very rare bird 

1896 I started out alone at 7.30 A.M. (at Lakeside). I wished 

June 10. to see if 1 oould find a Philadelphia Vireo for I have not 

seen one at the head of the Lake since May 24th or, in other 

words, since before the migration came to an end! Ilor was I 

more successful, here this morning for although I hunted up 

every Vireo that I could hear singing in the poplar and birch 

second growth along the roadside and about the edges of the 

Brown clearing as far as the State line I found nothing but 

Red-eyes. Evidently the Philadelphia is not a common bird 

here now if, indeed, it is present at all 
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Vireo philadeluhicus 
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Vireo phi 1 adelpliious. 

Errol to Colebrook,N.H. 
1903 
June 15 

Near the highest part of the Notch I heard a Philadel¬ 

phia Vireo singing in some stunted paper birches which clung to 

the almost vertical rocky mountain side just above the road. The 

song was identical in every way with that of the bird on the ne^t 

near Lakeside (see Journal for June 14). 
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Virco cilvus. 
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Vireo gilvus. 
Cs 

\ 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. I shot a Warbling Vireo this morning in the Balm O'Gile- 

Aug.14. ad Poplar at the H.W. corner of the piazza.firing from the 
/ 

window of my room. There were certainly three and I think 

four of these Vireos in the tree. I first saw them when I 

was dressing and heard them call and one of the young warble 

in low tones. This is the first time that I have ever found 

V.gilvus at Umbagog although it breeds regularly at Bethel. 
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Vireo solitarius. 
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Viroo soli tar In.s. 

1873. 

Mai no Lake Umbagog). 

Aug * 33^ j; The males s till sing occasionally, 

1879. 

Juno 19, This bird has increased appreciably since 1070, 

X know of at least six pairs within a mile of tho Lake 

House. 

1861. 

May 14* An adult rnalo singing in old-growth birch and beech 

woods. 

1802, 

Oc t, 8—23, A nuilo heard during October 9 was the only one 

noted. 



Vireo solitarius. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am. Bbs. Wm. Brewster. 

51. Vireo solitarius. 

lirst plumage : female. Upper parts dark ashy, becoming lighter on 

the rump, and washed strongly with olive-green on the interscapular re¬ 

gion. Abdominal region and throat soiled white, the latter with a faint 

ashy tinge. Sides and crissum pale greenish-yellow. A Y-shaped patch 

of fawn-color on the lower pectoral region. From a specimen in my col¬ 

lection shot at Upton, Me., August 23, 1873. 

This bird is in transitional dress, being slightly past the first plumage. 

BuU.N.O.0. 3, July, 1878. p, //£ , 
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Yireo solitarlus. 
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Vireo flavifrons. 
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