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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
-VSs -

ARAKI Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION
Deponent : HASUMI, Yasushi

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in
accordance with the procedurs followed in my country, I hereby de-
pose as follows:

In July 1929 I, Yaesushi Hasumi, was appointed Chief of the
lice and Barley Section of the Ministry of Agriculture and I'orestry.
In 1932 I was appointed Director of the Rice Bureau and in May
. 1929 Vice-llinister of the same ministry. I resigned as Vice-
Minister in August 19L0.

The food problem of our country is how to provide food for the
home population.

Initially, the supply question depends upon crops which are
affected by natural forces and this is extremely important in Japan,
Lither good or had harvest take place every year, and in case of
continuous good harvests some surplus products may be obtained
temporarily. On the contrary, if bad harvests should continue a
great shortage may result. But, as a whole, iIn order to support
a large population within a2 smdall narrow territory, it 1s guite
necessary to do the oedt to provide the necessities by increasing
the productlon as far as possible, and at the same time to import
the portion of shortagas from abroad.

. Reflecting on past years' conditions, our pcvernment hae paid
great attention concerning agricultural problems as follows: The
lmprovement of cualities of seeds, the improvement of selfsupply
manure, the 1investigation of manuring, the prevention from ill or
injurious insects, the technical improvement so as to prevent
damages from snow or dry weather, the protection and the encourage-
ment for improvement or enlargement of farming plantations, the
éncouragement of production according to the maintenance of price
of farm products and so forth. |

-Area of Read justment for arable lands since
Showa 1 (1926)
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Taken from "Outline of Arable-Land-Enlargement Improvement
Enter rise", published in February 1940 by the Agricultural Admini. -
zratigo Buréah ~f the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

The Reclamation Assistance Law was promulgated in Taisho €
(1919) and the government t?ied improvements by reclamation-by-
dumping, reclamation-by-drainage, land recl;mation, and so on, Aand
by delivering subsidies in order to encourage the above enterprises.
™he pesults since Showa 1 (1926) are as follows:

Year eclaimed rice- Reclaimed Total
“ field farm
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Taken from the statistic of the Reclamation Section of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

In July 1927, in accordance with Imperial Order No. 222, the (@

Cabinet appointed a Food and Iopulation Investigation Committee and
according to its investigation the shortage of food supply at that
time wasvh,552,h00-koku of rice and 5,351,3%00-koku of wheat and that
will probably become in 1952 (50 vears after that time) 15,5?9,000-
koku of rice and lh,255,h00-koku of wheat; by this fact it is quilte
clear the mean shortage of food supply was enarmous.

For these 30 years, though every possible effort might be paid
to increase crops and a great deal of cereal might be brought 1in
from Korea and Formosa, it was presumed to be a shortage of more
than 1,000,000=koku of rice.

For instance, referring to the relation of our food supply
eince 1927, it will be. understood that the sum of transfer and 1m-

portation from outtide. of. Japan proper every year amounted nearly
12,000,000 == 13%,000,000. koku.

Reference, Table for total of transfer and import.




t of Rice since onowa P

Total

from FormosSAa

oku 5,903,248 koku 2,637,899 koku'12,67o{29

7,068,709
5 ’ 5?7 ’978

4.970,968

3,962,495
2,784,190
1,969,671
1,701,921
1,6%8,219

7,226,519

, total figures 1a due to the fnclusion
srted reglms. statistics of

of Food Supply', published by

' ry of Agriculture and

published by the Rice Burcau

Statistics from 19,0~

f the Minlstry

(Any
of amounts re-1mp - b
1927-19%9 was taken from 'outlling
the Bureau of Food Control ~f the linist
Supply " .

Porestry, 20d ine
of the Ministry Ol 46 ure and forestrye.
3 was taken fFrom Survey Y "o0d Control pureau 0

Agriculture and Forestrys)

Then nexu, price of rice muat Dbe considerede.
Index number sf thoe price ~~ picc always g0O6S higher than that of
commodities, and the fnlrowing table shows that the cost ratio of
the price +f rice 18 ~bhout over 1075 higheT. Thig 2ls0 indicates
the supply of pice 18 11kely to Dbe gcAaArce.
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Index number of price of rilce, commodity,
and cost ratio of rice

Price of - Price of €ost ratio
Year ‘rice - commodities of rice
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(This table was made by the investigation of the Nippon Bank,

according to the index number of standard wholesale prices in
Tokyo in October 1900 (Meiji 33), and the cost ratio of rice de-
notes index number of price of rice divided by index number of
price of commodities.)

In order to maintain the production of cereal, all the laws
since the Cereal Law were passed.-with the rurpose af guarantesing
the cost of reproduction, considering the standard of adjustment
for the cost of production of agricultures

The Cereal Law Article 5 (amended by Law 31 51 March,
Showa 6 === 1931) is as follows:

"The lowest or the highest »rice, regulated by the above
Article, shall be settled by the government according to
the following items:
produced cost of cereal
domestic expense
calculated price, according to tke tendency
of the ratio of index number of the price of
rice against that of commodities."

The Control Law for Cereal Article 2 (Law 3!, 29 March,
Showa € == 19%%) is as [ollows:

"The government shall settle and announce the lowest and
highest price of cereal every year according to the recula-
tion of the Imperial Order,

The above lowest and highest prices shall be settled according

to produced cost of cereal, domestic expense, prices of com-
modities and other economic conditions."

<.
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Food Control Law

Article 3 (Law 440,
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19112.) is as follows:
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At the commencement of this period import was goling well. We
were able to buy more rice than we cXpected within the prepared
fund, but as the government had announced ti.e, import plan offi-
clally from the viewpoint of stabllization of peopla's mind, it

o

resulted in exciting the selling countries v'.0 raised the price
of rice so much, and we needed mors money. lioreover, the shortarce
o shipping increased difficulty also upon importing.

In spite of our efforts to lmport cereal, it had become more
ind more difficult as time elapsed,

On this 20th day of July, 19L7 ’
At Tokyo

DCFONZNT  HASUMI Yasushi /Seal)

I, Takano Tsuruo, hereby certify that the above statement was

sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and se2al therecto -
in the presence of this Witness.

On the same dato
Tokyo

/ Takano Tsuruo (seal)

A T

In accordance with my conscience, I swear to tell the whole
truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

HASULI Yasushi (seal)




