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An~wer of Minri: ber of State.
Minister oi State Hirota.

It is alrecady more than a year and a half since 1 have assumed my
duties. During that time I have deait with mzny problems, but it 1is ‘the
truth that I have hardly touched the Chinese question., This is founded upon
my outlook of the world. Viewinz muate particularly the actual relation
between Japan and China, it would te hilrhly undesirable that any action of
Japan should be misconstrued as an atteapt to fasten repressive measures on
China or to aggravate the atmospherc prevailing since the Manchuriun
Incident. I have been trying firzl 1o make il known to all coun®ries other
than China that improvement in relations seems to await a favorable
opportunity in Chinese internal affairs. Perhaps, if one of these days the
Cabinet collapces, I shall not have had cpportunity to deal with the
Chinese questicn which I consider ryy Life work, However, happily, I think
the Chinese arc bezinning to undersi:nd Lo soime extent the true motives of
Japan. I think there arc still Japenese in varlious flclds wno have some
suspicions of Chinese moves, but for nyself, I have not the slightest
suspicicp of Chiang Kai Shek's atvitiude, If in this I am wrong, then 1
think the root of Sino-Japanese amity, the very foundation of peace on the
Far East which I hold dearest to my heart, will crumble, This conviction of
mine is being conveyed through all available channels to various influential
quarters in China. I am confident my past record and my future asplirations
will bring strong sympathy among them. At any rate I am determined to do as
much as I can at this time.
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