STATELIENT

I, Joseph C. Grew, state thet during my service oflten
years as Ambas;;dor of ﬁha United Stetes to Jepen, from 1932 to
1941, I wes from time to time in close officiel end personal
éggfact with three cof the Jépanesé persons indicted as war
criminals, namely, HIRANUMA, Kiichiro, HiROIL, Koki. and
SHIGEMITSU, ﬂgmnru. Fron ny knowledgse of these persons besed
on the eforessid official and personal contacts £nd besed also
on such of their attitudes end ections rs I wes in a position to
evaluate, it is my strong tellief that these persons vere funda-
menfally opposed to many of the policies and acticns of other
Jepenese, especially the policies and ecticns of the millitary and
neval extremists, which ultimetely led to wer with the United
States and other members of the United Nﬁfions. On the contrary,
I observed from time to time rctions by these three persons tend-
ing to arrest the expansionist movement of Japan through military
aggression,

Passeges in many cf my officlel reports to the Lepartment
of Stete during the period under consideration would bear out the
foregoing opinion &8s well &8 pnsSscges in ny diery kept from day to
dey during thet period &s published in my book TEN YEARS IN JAPAN.
A letter to me of December 30, 1G41, pﬁblished cnonyaously on
pages 508 end 509 of my book, wes written me by I'r, Shigemitsu
sfter Pearl Haerbor end smugglzd in to me et the Americen Embassy

in Tokyo during our lintex rument, in spite of the efforts of the

Jepanese militery police to prevent such missives reaching me,
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lir. Shigenitsu thereby ran considersble risk of serious emberrass-

ment in writingz such a letter ct thet time to one who wes alreacdy

-

technicelly an enemy of his country.

It is my opinion that the three Jsprnese mentioned etove
were wholly 0pp§sed to war ¢nd thet thay exerted their efforts
to avoid wer. It is of course uvo kL3 understood thet the evidence
may indiccte thet eny of tiese Ehree parscns mey from time to time
have teken steps which might seem to be et verience with the
foregoing opinion of their innocexnce, If such evidence should
emerge, it would te my judgment thet such steps werc teken by them
under the neéessity of conserving their respective pesitions and

cuthorities in order to be tetter able to cerry through the

fundamente 11y peaceful policies which they supported.

e — . —

/s/ Toseph C. Grew
Joseph C. Grew

Weshington; D. C.
October 30, 1946
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