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CONTINUED INTERROGATION OF

General Hideki Tojo

Date and Times. 17 January 1946, 1400 « 1635 hours.
Place ¢ Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan.

Present $ General Hideki Tojo
Mre John We Fibelly, Interrogator
Comnander Yale Maxon, USNR, Interpreter
Miss Myrtle B. Mills, Stenographer

Qes: At the time of the formation of the policy of building a new
order in East Asia, was it considered that Japan would become
more wealthy or less wealthy as a result thereof?

Ae3: The idea of greater wealth or greater poverty was not the basic

idea in mind. fThe basic idea was that of co=prosperity and
mutual dependence.

Qet Was it not considered that Japan would be able to obtain raw
materials more easily, and also increased wealth and prosperity?

A«: The basic intention was that the raw materials, which China pos-
Sessed in abundance, would be contributed by China and the
technique, capital and skilled personnel be contributed by
Japan for the mutual benefit of both countries. Manchuria would
come into the picture similarly.

Qes: This is rather theoretical. As a practical matter, was it not
expected that Japan would benefit in wealth and increesed prose
perity?

Aet: No. Not at all. The basic idea was that both parties would
bﬁnﬁfitr

Qes: Was it thought by you or by other Japanese that Japan would lose
money as a result of the creation of a new order in East Asia?®?

Ae3= The idea of profit or loss did not enter in. The idea of mutual
benefit was the main one. It had a moral basis,

Qes By the new order would Japan not necessarily obtain first, raw

materials and, Secondly, trade and commercial rights which she
otherwise would not have had?
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of course Japan would receive raw materials and trade would
increase. The question of rights would depend on the spirit
in the minds of both parties. JIf the proper spirit were there,
there would be a spirit of mutual helpfulness,

Prior to the recent war with the gnited States and Great Britain,
did Japan ever seek to adjust with Great Britain or the United
States the rights which wem involved and which would have to be
adjusted to put this new order into existence?

She tried. Of course Japan wished to settle these things by
negotiation. Matters of extra-territorial rights and foreign
settlements were negotiated. Under the second or third Konoye
cabinet, a basic treaty was signed between Japan and Chinae
There was also the Japan-Manchuria~China Joint Declaration of
January 30, 1940s There were also Konoye's three principles.
These three things (the treaty, the declaration and the three
principles) represented the spirit in which Japan desired to
negotiate and these things were also one part of the negotiations
between Japan and the United States. This whole guestion was a
matter which Yapan was negotiating with America about.

Did Japan enter into pegotiations with England prior to the out-
break of the Great East Asia War in regard to British rights in
such places as Hongkong and the Malay Peninsula?

I was not Premier at that time before the war, and I am not the

responsible party, but I believe that specific negotiations in

regard to Hongkong and the Malay Peninsula were not ever entered

intoe In the negotiations with America, which began in April

1941, Yapan proposed a tentative plan in regard to the Far Easte

T am speaking now, not as the responsible officer but on the basis

of what T believe to have been the case. This plan was unaccept=

able to America, In the normal course of negotiations, it was

necessary to agree first on broad principles for the solution of

a problem, Since the Japanese plan was applicable in a broad way

to East Asia and, since this plan was unacceptable to the United

States, the opportunity never arcse to discuss specific problems,

This is important. The most serious question that faced Japan

in April 1941 at the start of the regotiations with the United

States was the necessity of teking the diplomatic initiative to

secure American consent to the disposition of the China Incident. -
This is what I think, since you asked me for my opinion. I was |
not Foreign Minister or Premier at that time. The second import-

ant problem was to actually put into effect the terms of the

Japan~China basic treaty.
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Qet. Was the new order in East Asia, as it affected China, taken
up in the discussions with the United States?

Ae3 Specific Problems, as T stated before, were not teken up but
the broad basis was dis cussed.,

Qes Is the fact that the ynited States didn't accept the tentative
plan, as set forth by Japan in conmnection with the new order in

Asia, not one of the primary causes which led to the war between
Japan and the United States%

Aei It was not a basic cause I believe, but I think it was an indirect
cause,

Qe: If Japan had won the war, the problems of adjustment with America
and Britain would not have arisen, would they?

de; They would have arisen at the Peace Conference,

Qe: Could not Japan have made any adjustment that she saw fit to make
in that connection®

in Eest Asias In the latter comnection, it would have been neces-
sary to consider both the point of view of the native pecples in

East Asia and the views of America and England in order to prevent
dissatisfaction which would lead to later wars, The most important

thing I believe, whether Japan is victorious or defeated, is to
have peace in the world.

Qe: If Japar had been victorious, the new order would have been put
into effect? ‘

de; Yes. If Japan had been victorious, there would have to have been
a settlement between East Asia on the one hand, and England and
Anerica on the other, However, it would then have been necessary

by negotiations between both East Asia and England and America to
have laid the foundations for world peace,

Qe: If Japan had won the war, the new order would have been put into

effect after discussions and negotiations with America and great
Bitain had been made, would it not?

Aes Yes,
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Qe: Was it not a basie cause of the war that the United States and
Great Britain would not agree to the Japanese plan for setting
up a new order in Rast Asia?

Ae; It was not a direct cause, I beiieve. It was an indirect cause,

Qes Was not the idea of "Asia for the Asiatics® the basic idea
behind the plan for the creation of a new order for Asia?

Ae3s The idea is narrow-minded, in my opinion..

Qe: What was the date of the Greater East Asia Conference that you
alluded to Yesterday?

dAes November 6' 191]3-
Qet In that conference, were not five points set forth and declared?
Ae: Yes. There were.

Qe: Was not one of those points the comstruction of a co=prosperity
Sphere between the countries involved?

Ade; (Reads from a booklet which he carries in his pocket.,) Yes,

Qet Was another one of those points not this, "o accelerate the
economic development of the various East Asia countries, thereby
Promoting the general Prosperity of their regionv?

det (Reads from his booklet,) Yes,

Qet Was not another one of those points "To insure the fraternity of
the various East Asia nations by respecting one anotherts sovereignty
and independence and practicing mutual assistance and anitye?

Aes (Reads from his booklete) vYes.

Qe: Did Japan ever discuss the question of the imdependence of the
Philippines with the gnited States before the war9

Aes No, because America had already of itself expressed the intention
of giving independence to the Philippines,

Qe: Under the new order in East Asia, what former British possessions
were to acquire independence?
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Japan, and I too, hoped that Burma would attain independencee
How about India?
Tndia was outside the sphere of Greater East Asia.

Was the gquestion of the independence of Burma ever taken up
with Great Britain?

No, of course note In accordance with the progress of the general
war situation, these problems sappeared. EY the time this problem
had appeared, it was, of course, out of the question to negotiate

regarding ite.

Was China represented at this convention of Greater East Asia in
November 19,3%

ves. Wang Ching-Weli was the representative.

Who was he and who authorized him to represent China?

He was President of the Executive Yuan of the Peoples! Governmente.
This was the, I don't know the Chinese promunciation for it, but
it was the Chinese Govermment recognized by Japane

So that this man and his associates Japan was not at war with at
this time?

NOe

Was Chiang Xai Shek or any of his people represented at this
convention®

NO«

pid the people of China as a whole at amy time ever ask for or
approve of the new order in Asia?®

T didn't ask individuals, but the Government of Wang Ching-Wel was
recognized by Japan and therefore it was considered to speak for
the people of China,

How many of the 400 million people did he represent?

e e ——— . —
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Aet I have no way of knowing, but the Government of Wang Ching-Wei

was recognized not ohly by Japan but by other countries in this
area, such as Manchuria, and also by Germany, Italy, etce as the
legal govermment of China. I recognize that England and America
had a different point of view about it.

Qe: Prior to the China Incident, did the people of China at any time

as a whole, or the Chinese Govermment, ever approve of the new
order in East Asia?

Aet A vVague answer must suffice for this. As I explained before, the

B T o SR Sy S—

idea of the creation of a new order in East Asia did not become
definite until after the outbreak of the China Incident. However,
I believe that there were people both in Japan and in China who

desired some such thing previous to the outbreak of the Incident
itself,
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Q is the fact that the United States didn't ateept the
tentative plan, as set forth by Japan in connection
with the new order in Asia, not one of the primary
causes which led to the war between Japan and the
United States?

A It was not a basic cause, I believe, but I think it was
an indirect cause.

Q If Japan had won the war, the problems of ad justment
with America and Britain would not have arisen, would
they?

A ' They would have arisen at the Peace Conference.
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Q / Prior to the China It;cidmt, did the people of China

at any time as a whole, or the Chinese Government,

eVer approve of the new order in East Asia?

A Vague answer must suffice for this, As I explained

/  before, the idea of the creation of a new order in East
Asia did not become definite until after the outbreak
of the China Ineident, However, I believe that there
were people both in Japan and in Chins who desired some

such thing previcus to the outbreak of the Ineident
itself, .
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