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|. GENE

(a) Unit Reporting

(d) Take off: Date

RAL

VC-91

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(b) Based on or at

9 May 1945

Time

USS MAKIN ISLAND (OVE=88) , pooort no'C-91 58

(LZT)

1515-1

(Zone); Lat.

RESTRICTED

(Reclassify when
filled out)

CONFIDENTIAL

O
35 13' !. LOng.

Gréund Support, Okinawa

(f) Time of Return_.

128° 01' B.

w (Zone)

(e) Mission
1. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
NUMBER -
. OMBS AND TORPEDOE
P o Lt Y A a7 e BCARRSIEg (DPETR PLiNE)S e B
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
Inst, AN-I108AY1 &
THi=-3 | V031 4 0 & 10 = 100# GePo Al =lii=30 JU2E AN-ii-100A2.
U2 bLase HX 157.

3 - 5‘ HOE. mo

IIl. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE
T TERS | VC-85 |
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).
T(Ya;::E liltg NO. El\ggAGING T(I?J:E LOCA’}'T())N OF BOMBS, TORP‘EBOES CARRIED, CAMOUF(LQAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
m (ZONE)
. __ (ZONE)
) (ZONE)

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of

(i)

Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?

Time of Day and Brilliance

(j) of Sun or Moon

(YES OR NO)

1f so, Describe Clouds

(k) Visibility

(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)

"(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(MILES)

(d)
DAMAGE

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
) (c)

(a)

(b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY:

PILOT OR GUNNER

—_—

GUNS USED

WHERE HIT, ANGLE

CLAIMED

——

TYPE -
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON
—Kon® | T
b A :
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 Form ACA-1. AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT © [Reclassify when
Sheet 2 of 5 cmmu ed out)

. | . REPORT No. _W.:OI m

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 11 only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) | (e) )
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equipment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)
Vo9l | 201! (Apparently) |
— - _————— - S e — ———— - - - - _————— — — —_ ——
~ VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADROM NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
B — Y I ———— i e - = e s N n| Ty
= il e i - i e i i s —E — e —— i — eI ——— i PR —.__._t_ = =g e
SO RN T " " . - - s 1 R i I
R S I R . I, = . R I S B N G e mp— ~ —_—
~VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING N

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV FUEL - e e e e i tmeni . ——1 NO OF PLANES
A/C QuUT RETURN IN AIR L OADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING

— sinill _||. — - 5 _— e e —— —— = - - ~||.----- —— e —— o — I P R — N— - . = - S - P— - .- S — i i —_ - — i i - -

) I

- —4 g - ; ; e B e e s PR e, EE— T e e - — - o S . I - gt ra Ll i 00 : I i 1

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

T CALIBER NONE 'MEAGER | MODERATE |  INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, ’Smm andover B LB i | y o
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-0mm = | o x ol ) | ]
| IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 65mm-13 2mm . B . D DTS . T

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes '”o-

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-223

, etz g4 AL AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT | '?‘FEEIELE;IE%@“

filled out)
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

CONPIDENRTIAL
‘ REPORT No. V=91 $83
XIl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
 Qkinawalb) Time Over Target(s) ___181Be=L  (Zone)

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)

MY | i : "3
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL 1|

(c) Clouds Over Target None.

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(d) ViSib”ity of TarQEt ”{gg HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) le) ViSibiliTy U%
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Gnh (LEVEL, GLIDE OR DI\;'E) Bomb Sight Used (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run 2 %Em Spacing % Altitude of Bomb Release =
Rookets " ™ "  2.4-8 Slent Remge _ 1500-1000 Yds. Jele 35-40°
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed *] Probably Destroyed Damaged
h) DIMENSIONS OR |11 NO. A/C ATTACKING BOMBS AND' AMMUNITION NO. HITsOn | DAMAGE (None, slight,
AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
| Pwo Covmand P 4 38 - 100# G.Ps. 10AR=12 Frobably
_ o VL =91 28 -~ B" H.E. APs. GF in destroyed.
2 nd‘.. road in 4 18 = §" H.Z. ARs.
segtion, Toysma, s =91 1125 - rds.50 cal. |“ajority JEEEEN Minor
XTA 8463 V. 185 - rds. .30 cal.
4
)
6
7
8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

Target #l. A clunp of trees raported by CASCU to conceal two Jap Cogimand Posts
were blasted by 10 rocket and 12 100-pound GP bomb hits; results could not be determined
definitely, but if so located probably were destroyed. lost of the remaining 14 rockets
snd 24 bonbds were long and lanced in Ita lszu village, starting several fires, including
two large ones of aeveral houses each.

Target 2. Two rockets hit a road intersection, causing minor damage. A

majority of the remaining 10 rocksts hit and demaged buildings (mostly houses). One
large fire, involving several houses, was still burning 45 minutes later,

(p) Were Photographs Taken? fo ' Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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OPNAV-16-223

- BT . AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT e
. . REPORT No _ Y881 #58

XI1I. TACTiéAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition |

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses

Enemy Weaknesses

Offensive Tactics, Own
5 " Enemy

Defensive Tactics, Own
N " Enemy

Flexible Gunnery, Own

Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

'~ Use of Radar

Night Fighting

Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approacnh to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary. )

Two Commmnd Posts probably were destroyed in a bomd and rockst
attack By four VT from V-91 and thres from the SIAMIOCK LaY on Vkinewa
on 9 Muy. The Jep posts were reported as under » olump ol trows, and
go many bombs and rockets blasted the spot and ths adjacent area that the
Air Observer for the Army expressed satisfaction the targets had been
¢lininaved.

VC-91's third sroup of Zour TBH-3's on . uppuri Missions that
day took off at LEl5 lvom the MAIIN IOLahD, axi jusned with four each
from the SHAMROCK and CARGENT BAY, Unadble to estcblish radio communicati
with the Marines' CASCU, Lhey were teien over by ihe Army wnit. “Yur
four and ome from the SHAMRICT, which had 100-powiders, wem dirscied to
Icock out the Comzand fouts. “owr SARGENT and one LIWRCCK planes, with
500-pound bombs, were assigned anotiwr target.

- There wore o clouds and the terged arvs was olesr, vbut the
posts themselves cculd not be scen. Hor could tie rosults of the
dropping by Lie VC-91l planss of 38 bombs and 28 rvekels, of which 12
and 10 respoctively were sald positively {0 lLsve ilwided umidst the Tree
area. Most of ths rost were long end lamded in the village of ltakasw,
starting sevoral fros, including twe large ones of several houses each.

As & target for their remaining 12 rockets the VC-91 pilots
were told to hit buildings and a road intersection in the towm of
Toysmm. Two rockets blasted holes in the intersection, and the rest
damaged sevoral bulldings, probably Louses. The pilots also made &
f-dogon straling runsg, using 00 and 3C calibre guns, and started
soveral fireg,including one large one apparentl, sweeping several
housas, whlen was seen still burming 406 minutes ldter.

Ati-sirerels fire wus szoon FEEK in the distance, around the
gity of Waha, but 1t was uassen AA which damazed one plune. On one
ro cket run ~tel ) olisela’s plane was spparently hit by anti-siraraflt,
possibiy 20 mm, al about 000 feet altitude. A 12-inch hole was knocked
out of the Lop forwurd asctica of Ais wingshild, and tluree lower WK
panals wuie crackel. luspection after his return to the oarrier showed
a deep cut in the prop sud & small hole in the cowling. The pilot
gulfered only a superficial scratch on the forshead from the flying glas:
s saw nNo tracerie

Bombs were dropped irom two to {ive per run, spaced menually
from 20 to 50 fect, fyom 2000 to 3000 fest. Rockets were fired in
pairs, at 36 to 40 degrescs and 1000 to 13500 yards slant raage.

Pilots participating were:
liout. J. . letcher
Lt.(jz) J. F. Helieela
Pile 1o Be Vioau

ENlfe e e Ulmrc
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Form dCAC T AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ?EEIELEE%QH

SHeet S of S fjilmj out)

XHI. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitabilit y, following check list at left,

e e ——

2 )
ARMAMENT ‘Use additional sheets if rwcessary

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases ’

COMMUNICATIONS
Ra E.O F‘ajdr
HOH‘ Q DLVI{ £5
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
IFF "<

Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
ot Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid |

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
(Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS |
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control ::-_;-:’ faces
Control System
Dive Flipc
Landing ear
Heating *em
FIi”F [ 'ﬁ"" arac [ICS
At Various ’_mhfinqs

POWER PLANT

Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers

L ubricat ing System

Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

—_—

REPORT PREPARED BY': APPROVED BY :

E. H, SPENCER, LT., JBBEKA.C.I. OFFICER Fe Mo BLANCHARD, LT., C.0. 9 May 45

e e e e e e —— e —— — —_———— s — e —

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY DATE
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