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" Boox XIIL]' OTHO. - s1

Sarmatian horse sticking in the mud, and not-A.R.s20.

able to stir, the Romans had hardly any thing A. €. 69.

more to do, but to kill their almost defcoce-

Iess enemies.  Otho prided himsclf greatly on

this victory. IHe rewarded M. Apronius,

governor of Mesiwe, with a triumphal atatue,

and his three licutenants with the ornaments of

consul.  His ambition was to be thought a

prince fortunate in war, and under whose aus-

pices the Roman arms acquired a new degree

of lustre.

We cannot refuse him the merit of being

~extremely beloved by the troops. Their zcal

for him knew hardly any bounds, and was the

occasion of a sedition that was necar proving fa-

tal to the city. \

Otho had ordered a cohort that was at Os- Seditm
tinm, to come to Rome, and Crispinus, thef;“z“::'“‘:."
practorian prefect, was directed to scc  theaud .
men armed.  That officer, the better to exe. St 4l
cute his orders, chose the evening as the most i
quicl part of the day, and, opening the arse-Otw
nal, loaded the proper arms on the waggons
belonging to the cohort.  The soldiers took
umbrage at the very precautions intended to
avoud all disturbance; they suspected every
thing : and * most of them already heated by
wine, grew quite furious at the sight of the
arms.  They accused their oflicers ot treason,
and taxed them with a design to arm the 4.
nate’s slaves against Otho.  In an instant the
report was spread about 5 all Hocked together,
some without any bad intent, and drunk as
they were, not knowing what they did; the
'1'. Visn inter temulentos armna, cupidinem sui wovere,

He.

Vor. V. G had
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A.R.s20.bad out of hopes of plunder; and the genc
A. C. 69. rality, as is natural to the mob, because they

saw a crowd gathered, and wanted to know

~ what they were doing: the good had taken

to their tents, it being their hour to retreat.
The tribune and strictest of the centurions,
attempting to opposc the seditious, were killed
on the spot; and the impetuous soldiers taking

possession of the arms, drew their swords, and

mounting their horses, rode full spced to the
city and palace. Otho was giving a great en-
tertainment to cighty magistrates and senators,
several of whom had brought their wives with.
them. The consternation was extreme: it
scemed doubtful whether it was some sudden
fit of madness that had seized thc soldiers, or
a picce of treachery in the cmperor: none
knew whether they had best go or stay: the

more they affected to scem unconcerned, the

more their trouble betrayed their inward ter-
ror : but above all they examined Otho’s coun-
tenance, whose * fears for himself encreased
theirs. He did not deserve to be suspected.
As much coneerned at the danger to which
he saw the senate exposed, as if it had been
intended against himsclf, he sent the practorian
prefects to calm the soldiers, and desired his
gucsts to retire as quick as they could. All
fled ip disorder ; the magistrates throwing a-
way the badges of their respective dignities,
and tuling with them none of their attendants
by which they might be known ; old men and
women wandered about the streets in the dark,
few roturned to their own houses, but thought

themsclves

4 L wjue evenit, inclinatis g mel ad snspicioncm menti-
buy, g+ un timergt Otho, timebutar,  Lug.
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themsclves safer with their friends, who, the A.Rszo.
more obscure they were, were thought most A.C. 69
proper to conccal them with safety.

Even the barriers of the palace could not
stop their impetuous rage; but wounding a
tribunc and a centurion who endcavoured to
check them, they penetrated as far as the hall
in which the entertainment was given, and in-
sisted on secing Otho. They exclaimed against
their officers and the whole senate ; and, un-
able to point out any one in particular, their
rage cxtended to all.  Otho, obliged to stoop
from the majesty of his rank to prayers and
even tears, could not appease them without
great difliculty. ‘They rcturned unwillingly to
their camp, without accomplishing their design,
though they did enough to render themselves
criminal.

The city * looked the next day as if it had
been taken by the enemy.  All the houses were
shut up, hardly any would venture into the
streets, and the few who did shew themselves,
scemed quite terrified and alarmed.  As to the
soldicrs, they put on sorrowful faces, though
there was no great repentance in their hearts.
The two pratorian prefects took them by
bands, not daring to assemble them in a body,
and spoke to them, each aecording to his cha-
racter, with more or less mildness or severity.
The harangucs were closed by a distribution of
five * thousand sesterces to cach man; afters 4
which preliminary, Otho ventured into the
camp. The tribunes and centurions imme-

2 diately

* Postera die, velut capta urbe, clause domus, rarus per
Vins populus, mwsta plebs, dejecti in terram mglitom valtus,
ae plun tra_titie quam poenitentice,  Tac,
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A.Rt <20 djately surrounding him, pulled off the badges
A C.69. of their posts, and begged to be dismissed with

Othin'y
speceh to
the suli-
tinnw,

safety. ‘T'he soldicrs were sensible of the odium
that request must throw on them, and behav-
ing with great composure and submission, in-
voked ‘evcﬂ’ the emperor’s severity against the
authors of the sedition.

Otho’s * mind was agitated by various
thoughts. Ilc saw the soldiers were divided
in their sentiments, that the good wished a
specedy stop could he put to such licentiousness,
but that the greater part, fond of scditions,
and not able to bear any other than a weak and
fecble government, would readily be led into
a civil war by the hopes of prey and p(lnmlcr.
Reflecting on himself, he readily counceived,
that the ancient virtue and severity, would
but ill become a prince who had attained the
supreme rank by the blackest of crimes. On
the other hand, the danger the city and senate
were in, made a deep impression on him. At
last, taking his resolution, he spoke to them as
follows :

“ I come not here, my dear fellow soldiers,
“ to cucourage your bravery, nor animate
“ your zcal to serve 'me: you possess those
¢ sentiments to a degree even beyond what [
¢ would wish, and all T have to desire on that
“ head is, that you will moderate them., Cu-

¢ pidity,

* Otho gquanquam turbidis rebus, & diversis militum ani-
m, g ot sus qoisque Temedium prasentis licentie
poooerct, viosus S plures, geditionibus & ambitioso impe-
wa oo, jorturbns & raptus tuctlius arl civile bLellum l’mpel.
lere w dimul veputans non posse principattin seddere
(it er tm, aubita modestia, & prisca gravitite retineri, 1ed
daseri mne urhin & periculo senatus anxiu , pustrauo ita dey
sinit, T
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¢ pidity, hatred, or fear of danger, are the mo- A.R.s20.
¢ tives that geuerally occasion disturbances in A. €. 69.
¢ armies. Nothing of that kind was the case

¢ in the tumult you lately made : it procceded

< only from your too strong attachment to your

¢ emperor, and your geal, which on that occa-

¢ sion, you consulted more than your prudence.

“ But * the best of motives, if not directed by

¢ wisdom, will be productive of pernicious con-

¢ sequences,

“ We are setting out for war. Must the
¢ dispatches of cvery courier be read before
¢ the army? Must every council be held in
¢ public? Would that suit the weltare of the
¢ state, or the rapidity with which it is neces-
¢ sary to seize tome occasions? There § are
< things which a soldier ought not to know,
¢ as well as others of which he should not
“be ignorant. The authority of a general,
< and the severity of discipline often require,
“ that even officers should not be acquainted
‘¢ with the reasons of the orders they reccive.
“ It every onc was allowed to examine and
“ ask why an order is given, all subordination
¢« would be at an cud, and the prerogatives
¢ of supreme command must end with it
« Will any one when we are at war, presume
¢ to take up arms in the middle of the might?
s Shall one or two wretches (for I cannot
¢« think the authors of this sedition more no-

merous)

-

"

* Nam sepe honestas rernm causas, ni judicium adhibeas,
pr‘ruic'insi oxitfls consequantur, Tac.

1 Tam pescire quasdam milites, quam sewre oportot. 1t
re ducnm auctoritas, sic rigor diseipline habet, nt muohta
etinmn coenturiones tribunosque tantum juberi expedint— Si
cur jubcantur, guercre singolis liceat, perennte ol wpuio
etinm buperium intereidit. L,
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.R.820.¢ merous) one or two madmen heated by wine,
B

>

. 69.¢¢ imbrue their hands in the blood of their
¢ oflicers, and force their emperor’s tent? It is
¢« truc you did it out of affcction to me. But
¢« in such an uproar, in the dark, in so gene-
¢“ral a conlusion, cvil-minded persons may

take advantages against me. What other

<« scutiments, what other disposition could Vi-

<« tellius with his satellites wish us, if 1€ were

¢ in his power? Would he not be charmed

« to find 'discord and misundersranding reign

< among us? that the soldier should no lon-

« ger obey his ceuturion, nor the centurion

his tribunc: that mixing and confounding

together horse and foot, without rale, or-
der, or discipline, we might rush on to inc-
< vitable destruction. It is by * obedience,

« my dear comrades, that an army must sub-

sist, and not by an indiscreet curiosity to pry
into the general’s views and orders.  That
army which is most moderate and submissive
before action, is always most brave and
courageous in it, Arms and courage are

your province: ming, to consider and di-

rect your valour. Iew of you are guilty;

two only shall be punished: let every other
man banish from his thoughts the horrors
of thut guilty night: and let these audacious
crics against the scnate, never more be
heard in any army. To demand the extir-
¢« pation of a body of men who preside over

¢ the

(13

(14
(1
1]

<

-
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[
L1
e
13
€
€
<
€

" A NN

L1
<

* Pwendo pating, commilitiones, quam imperia ducum
scircit neo, res militares continentur: ¢ fortissimus in ipso
thiserimme exereitus est, qui ante diserimen guicti i s,
Vobhisarma  unimus a1t : mihi eonsilimn & viet tis vesl e
regimen 1l uguite,  Tar
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¢ the cmpire, who are the flower and elect of A.R.s20.
< all the provinces, is what even the Germans, A. C. 69,
¢ Vitellius is now arming against us, would
¢ not dare to do. And would the children of
¢ Jtaly, youths truly Romaun, proceed to such
¢ bloody rage against that august order, the
¢ splendour of which gives us so nohle a su.
¢ periority over the ignoblc vilencss of Vitel-
“lius’s party? Vitellius has nations on his
stl:. het==a body of troops thut looks like
an ariny : but ta senawe 35 on our side 5 and
theicfore the republic is so too. Our ad-
¢ versarics are consequently enemies to the re-
¢ public. What! * do you imagine this great
¢ and lofly city consists i its houses, build-
« ings and heaps of stoues? Those mute and
« inanimate beings are easily destroyed and
« renewed, and the consequence not great.
¢ But it 13 the senate that 1s 1 soul, and on
¢ the preservation of’ that touy pend eter-
“nity of ewpire, the peae ol L 2 univer e,
“and your weltare as v ('l as m'ne. Tlat
“ body was instituted wieles hapry auspices
¢ by the ather and foundor of 149 city; it
“ has subsisted trom the kine,  own to the
« emperors, still flontishineg and i mortal @ it
“is our duty to transmit ity majesty to oy
¢ (descendants, as unsullied as we recenved it
< from our ancestors. For, as from you sena.
< tors ure born, so are princes formed by the
« genate.”? Tuis

(11
113
111

"

* (Quid? vos pulcherrimam hane urhem, dombus & tec-
tie, % congestu lapidum stave creaitis? Muta ista \ inanius
mitercidere ac m'p.u'uri promiscue possunt /L6 rnitax crum,
& px gentrum, N mea cum vestta salwy, incolwinitute senas
taw firmtay, e
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A. C. Gy,

Twoof the
ringleaders

put to
death,

Plul, Oth.

Tears and
alurnt in
the ci v.
Tac. Hist,
1. 85.
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This specch, a mixture of severity and in.
dulgence, calculated to check, and at the same
time, flatter the soldicrs, was extremely re-
iished and applanded.  They were highly
pleased too, that Otho would be content to
punish only two of the ringleaders, for whom
none interested themselves; by which means,
if’ their mutinous indocility was not cured, it
was at least appcased for a time.

The city was not yet restored to peace.
The preparations that were making for war,
kept up troubles and disturbances mit: and
though the soldicrs attempted nothing in a body
contrary to the public peace and quict, yet
they spread themselves about in the houses like
spies, laying aside their military dress, the
better to be disguised, and maliciously took
noticc of whatever was said by those whose
nobility, rank and riches, made them most
liable to suspicion. It was even thought that
some of Vitellius’s emissaries had crept into
Rome, and sceretly watched and sounded the
dispositions of the inhabitants: so that all
were (ull of distrusts, and the eitizens thonght
themi:clves safe no where, but within their
own houses.  In public the trouble was still
greatcr.  Livery news that arrived (for Vitel-
lius’s army had long been in march, and was
drawing ncar Italy) made every man alert, and
compose his looks and behaviour for fear of
secumiug cither to despair of the event, il (he
report was bad, or not to rcjoice enough at the
success, if good.  But * especially the scuat;u‘&,

. when

Y Concto vero in curiam  senatu, arduns rorum om-
Ao modus ne contwax cilentinm, ne suspeeta liber-
- Lit'h,
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when assembled, knew not what turn to give A.R.820,
their speeches, nor how to behave, so as notA: €69
to lay themsclves too open. Silence might be
imputed to ill humour, and liberty be suspect-

ed: whilst Otho, their new emperor, but lately

raised from a private station, could not be ig-
norant of what was flattery. The scnators
therefore studied to screen” themselves under
ambiguous meanings and vague talk, calling
}'llcilius an enemy and a parricide, and load-

ing him with reproaches, in which the most
prudent took care not to particularize any
thing : Some indeed hinted at positive facts,

but it was when several were talking loud at

the same time, and they themselves made such

a noisc, and muttered so, that none could hear
half of what they said.

The public alarms were encreased by pre. Prejended
tended prodigics, which * formerly, says g Pt
citus in times of ignorance, were taken notice
of in profound peace, but which now obtain
litde more credit than what some present dan-
rer gives them. A sudden overflowing of the
Tiber, was a real disaster. The flood came M ion
with such 1mpetuosity, that it bore down the 't
wooden bridge and the quays, and spread not
only to the lower parts of the city, but even to
those where none would have thought such an

accident

tas. 't private Otheni nuper, atqe eadan dicenti, nota
adulatio.  Tgitur yversaee sonter tins, et hue atgue illue ton-
quere, hoston ot parricidam Vitellinm vocantes: proiben-
tiairus gquisgue, valsaibus convietis 3 ognidam vera el
“ieere, in clamore tonen, ¢t ubi plurinie voces, ant tw ultu
vorhorm bl i]hi nlrrtl‘v]wuh‘k. lae,

*lrphen awlin, rudibus ceculis etioa m pce «Leervata,
que nyoo Ut inanetu andiuntar,  Zoe.
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A.R.820.accident could reach. It came so suddenly;

A, C. 69.

Origin of

the onpu-

rur Vitels
Yiun.

that none could guard against it. Several were
swept away by the waters in the streets, others
in greater number surprized in their shops,
and even beds. A great quantity of corn was
lost in the market place where it was exposed
to sale. The consequence was a great dearth,
labouring men could not work; and the wa-
ters, keeping up a considerable time, ruined
the foundations of several bulldings, which fell
when they subsided. The people, ever super-
stitious, thought it a bad omen for Otho, who
was just then preparing to sct out for the war
againse Viwlline, that the height of the waters
should prevent hi, mnarcliing through the Cam-
{)us Martins and dflaminian way, which were
is direet road.

Otho’s departure reminds me, that I ought
to give some account of the enemy he was go-
ing to fight, and of the steps by which Vitel-
lius rose to the empire, together with the events
that ensucd thereon, to the time when his troops
entered Iialy.

If the family from which the emperor Vitel-
lius deseended, was as ancient as that nawmce
is in history, it ought to be ranked amongst
the first nobility of Rome. For * we find in
the year, in which the kings were expelled,
two brothers Vitellius, who scem not to have
acted over find parts, since they were condemne
ed aud executed as accomplices in the conspi-
racy of the Tarquins; though they held & con.
siderable rank i the city, being nephews to
Collatinus, and sons-in-law to Brutus. I won-

der
* See the Hist, of the Rom. Rep. T. 1. bn 11
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der that those, who Suetonius tells us set about A.R.820,
illustrating the origin of that family, instead of A C. 69.
scarching into fabulous storics, did not rather Sues. Fir.
take this fact so famous and averred ; unless it ™

be that they did not think a nobility, derived

from traitors and enemies to their country, an
honourable descent. Ilowes cr that may be, the
pedigree of the emperor Vitellius cannot with
certainty be traced any higher up than his
grandrather P. Vitellius, a Roman knight, in-
tendant under Augustus, and father of four sons,

of whomn the two most remarkable were . Vi
tellius, the friend and avenger of Germanicus,

and L. Vitellius, thrice consul anid ccensor, and

still more known by his mean flatteries, than

by the great digriiics he possessed. The laiter

bad two sons, A. Vitellius the emperor, of whom

we are speaking, and L. Vitellius, who was con-

sul the same year as his clder brother, as we

have observed,

A. Vitelli s, one of the most unviorthy men s
that ever i yraced imperial majosty, was DO Vs and
ihe seventh, or accutding 10 cthers, the twenty “:rl.\l"]:_"“'-
fourth of Septemher, in the second year of t-l‘i"::'nlll‘:y “
berius's ren, ne Uhe lust years of his iuihncy,:i--ilni"m
and the livat ot his yeuth, were snent at Caprva, SRR
a place, the bare mcution of' w hich sufliciclltly
implies whao Kind of Ife Le led there: :}tltl it
is thoug  that his dishonour was the price of
the fwvonrs Tiberins conterred on his father, in
mahing bim con vl, and governor of Syria. 1lis
whole lire was of a picce with that shamefil be-
ginning @ and his distinguishing charactericlics
arc, ddeban ches of every hind, and such h:ll!illl:tlf;f" ",
excess of gluttony, that he constantly made
himsclf vomit to bave the pleasure ol eating

ag:lll].



9z

A.R.820.5

A C 0

Suct. VI
—1.

HISTORY OF TIIE EMPERORS.

gain. His name procurcd him an entrance at

99 court, and he pleased Caligula by being a good

coachman, and Claudius, by being a gamester.
‘The same qualifications recommended him to
Nero, whose favour he gainced entirely by a
very singular service, quite agrecable to that
prince’s taste. Nero passionately wished to ap-
pear on the stage as a musician, but some little
remains of shame still prevented him. Strongly
pressed by the cries of the people, who urged
him to sing, he even withdrew, as if to avoid
their too great importunitics : but would have
been very sorry to have beeu taken at his word.
Vitellius, who presided over the games at which
this farce was acted, appointed himself deputy
from the spectators to beg of him to return
and be prevailed on; and Nero thought him-
self’highly uhliged to him for using that pleas-
ing violence. By that means it was, that Vi.
tellins, beloved and favoured by thiee succeed-
ing rinces, went throush all the oflices of ma-
gitiaey. and was even mvested with the miost
honourable priesthouds, joining cvery dignity
to cvery viee,

Une however I must exeept which he had
not, and that was avarvice,  Africa had no
cause to complain ot beingg harrassed or plun.
dered by him, during the two years that he
governed it, first as proconsul, and afterwards
as his brother’s lieutenant,  But the indigence
to which his profusions reduced him, forced
him at last to be unjnst @ and when charged
with the care of the public buildings, he was sus-
peeted of sinking the offerings and ornaments
ot the temples, substituting pewter in the room
JNoulver, and gilded brass tustead of gold.

Covetounsne e
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Covetousness having once taken possession A.R.s20.
of his soul, caused him to be cruel to his own 4. C. 69.
blood. He bad a son by his first wife Petronia,
from whom he was separated, and who soon
after marrying Dolabella and dying, made that
son her heir, on condition that his [ather whose
prodigal temper she was well acquainted with,
should * emancipate him. Her design in tak-
ing that precaution was to preserve her wealth
for her son, but, in fact, it was the occasion of
his death. Vitellius emancipated him; but
after having compelled him to make a will in
his favour, poisoned him, spreading a report
that his son had attempted his life, and that
out of shame and rage to find himself’ discover-
ed, he had takeuw the poison destined for the
parricide.

The contempt in which Galba held Vitcel-
lius, was, as I have said, the reason why that
emperor trusted him with the important com-
mand of the legions in Lower Germany. When
obliged to set out, he had not moncy enough
for the journey, but was obliged to pawn =
diamond  ear-ring belonging to his mother
Sextilia, a lady of uncommon merit.  Ile like-
wise let his house, sending his wile Galeria
and his children to lodge in a garrct. Ilis
creditors, and particularly the inbabitants of
Sinuessa and Formii, whose money he had ap-
propriated to his own use, opposcd his going,
and stopt his bageage. He carried it with so
high a hand, that be got the betfer of that
ditficulty. A freeman to whom he was in-

debted,

* By the Roman emnncipation, the son was divpenced
from all obed'ence ) his father  so that he was entivehy
monted ol 1s 0wy e son and fortune,
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AR.820.dcbted, being more troublesome than the rest,

A. C. 69-yitellius commenced a criminal processa

* 4001

Tac. Hist,
& b2,

The Ger-
nusn le-
gions dis.
pused to
revolt.
Fue. Hist,
1. 51,

gainst
him, pretending he had struck him; and it
cost the poor creditor fifty * thousand sesterces
more to prevail on his debtor to drop all pro-
ccedings. This example intimidated others,
and Vitellius sct out for Germany., He arriv-
ed at the camp towards the first of December,
the year before Galba’s death, and found the
legious in a great ferment, waiting only for an
opportunity to revolt.

‘hat army was quite clated with the victory
over Vindex : great honour and pluuder gain.
cd without fatigue or danger, werc powerful
motives that induced the soldiers to prefer war
to peace, and the hope of riches to a quiet uni-
form service. They were the more t confirm-
ed in that way of thinking by the hardships
they had long suflered in an almost savage
country, and under a severe discipling, never
relaxed even in times of peace ; whereas givil
dissentions could not but soften it by the op-
portunitics they ofter of changing sides, and
the impunity with which, in such cases, per-
fidy is sure to pass. The Germaunic legions
formed all together a very powerful body: but
till the last expedition, etach soldier knew no-
thing more than his own company: the legions
bad their separate quarters; the two armies
wuie pent np within the limits of two diflerent
provinees,  When united against Vindex, they
made a trial of their own strength, and of the

weakness

t Diague infructuosam et aspermn militiam exepeitns tos
feraverat, ingonio loel caclique, et severitate disciplinm, quam
in pace ineworabilein discordie civivm resolvunt, paratiy
wirimgue corruptoribus, et perfidia impunita.  Zar,
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weakness -of the Gauls; and encouraged by A.R.szo.
the success they met with on that occasion, all A.C, 69,
they wished for was a new war and fresh dis-
turbances, no longer considering the Gauls but
as conqucred enemies, _ ,

The Gauls bordering on the Rhine, encou-
raged that spirit of animosity, and being con-
nected with the legions by the same sentiments
and interests, spurred them on against Galba’s
partizans, for so they had the assurance to call
those who entered into the league with Vindex.
The soldiers irritated more and more by their
insinuations against the Seguani, Eduans, and
all the richest people of Gaul, and measuring
their hatred by the plunder they expected to
make, their thougnts dwelt on nothing but
taking of towns, laying waste lands, and heap-
ing up treasures of gold and silver. Their
greediness and arrogance, the usual vices of
such as are strongest, were still heightened by
the pride of the Gauls, boasting the immu-
nitics and rewards they had reccived from
Galba.

‘To so many causes of disturbance, add the
wicked rcports that were maliciously spread
about by cvil-minded people, and to which
the soldier rashly gave credit. It was. said
that Galba intended to decimate the legions,
and break all their best officers. Bad news
was brought from every quarter. I'rom Rome,
nothing was heard, but what inspired aversion,
and cven contempt for Galba; and those dis-
advantagcous impressions were magnified and
cnvenoned by going through Lyons, a city still
obstinately attached to Nero’s memory, and

at cumity with the then government. B}ut
tht



096 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

A.R.s20. ¥ the source the most productive of. turbulent.
A. C.o9.jndiscreet and vague reports was the army it-
self, alternately agitated by hatred, fear, and a
presumptuous confidence in its own strength,
“viteliusis  Such was the disposition of the soldiers
ﬁ;ﬁ‘ﬁf‘r’b’ minds, that a _commander of an illustrions
maic l. AMe, Wwhose father had been thrice consul,
5’;‘1‘1‘:‘2“" and who had }1imsclt'a£laincd that age at which
oy maturity is still supported by vigour, and who
asm. Vit. was of an easy generous disposition, was re-
* ccived as a present from heaven. No notice
was taken of the meannesses his whole conduct
was full of, and of which he had given fre-
quent instances on the road : for he did not
mect a soldier but he would kiss him on both
sides of the face: in the inns where he stopt,
he was indecently familiar with the servants
and hostlers, never 1 failing every morning to
ask them whether they had breakfasted, and
producing from his own stomach a proot that
he was not fasting.
Tac. Mist, It must however be owned, that the manner
1822 in which he behaved on hisarrival at the army,
deserves commendation. e visited carefully
the winter quarters of the legions. A sloth-
ful indulgence, and a.desire to please and flat-
ter, was not the only motive that induced him
to restore to their posts, the officérs who had
been degraded from them, and to eflace the
marks of igunominy, with which their names
had been branded. Reason and justice were
sometimes

Cad pl i ad ﬁngondum credendumcue materies in
l}ll‘-i-u crdris, orhio, metu, &, ubi vires suas respescrant, secu-
Litote doe

1 Liw oy o ingules junne jentassent sciscitarctur, seque
fecizse ructu guogue ostenderet.  Suct,
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sometimes consulted.  But above all he gained A.R.820,
honour by shanning the shameful avarice of 4 C. 0
his predecessor Fonteius Capito, who sold em-
ployments, and weighed the merit of men by
their woney.  His behaviour in that respect
was prized much above its just value ; it was
according to the ideas ol the multitude, a be-
haviour .worthy an cmperor, and not a consul
only. Disintercsted *judges wotild have thought
Vitellies mean and low. The scldiers prejus
diced in his favour, called that goodness and
liberality, which was an excessive facility of
eiving without choice or measare, not only his
own, but often the wealth of” others ; and hig
vices were by them thought virtues.

There were undoubtedly in the two armies,
some good men, fond of peace and quict ; but
the number of those in whom a turbulent per-
nicious spirit reigned, was by much the great-
este - Of them none were more remarkable for
theic unbounded cupidity, and rashness equal
to the most desperate attempts, than Alicuns
Civcina and Fabius Valens, commanders of le. (lyrters
aions, the one in the army on the upper Rhine, by
under UHordeonius I'laceus, the otiwer 1|rulcl‘;:,:'{{.'.:'if.ll'.
Vitellius, in the army in lower Gernuany. thas Fetalis

Valens was an old ollicer, who, alter hay.tion i"'l""'
ing tricd to ingratiate himselt with _(Falhu_,. ")"\?i‘tlzliz\ .
giving him private intelligence against Virpis

nius,

Yt Vitelling: ot * :|putl saverow hn}niliu, ita comitntem
Lon’ttemgque faventes voeabant, quod sme modo, sine judi-
Cio, dor oot sy largectur s liena . .. IPeA Vitia pro vinlu-
tibu wtopretduntur, Joc

g bowy e nul the sl ool Priiislon s i
11|I|1'| dew Ut el

Vor V), I
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820.pjus, and endeavouring to persuade him, that
*09: he had dehivered him from a dangerous enemy,

by the death of Fonteius Capito, not receiv-
ing for those pretended services so great a re-
ward as he expected, taxed Galba with ingra-
titude, and his ialse zecal became real and vio-
lent batred,  He encouraged Vitellins to think
of the throne. ¢ Your name, said he to him,
“is known throughout the whole empire;
« the soldiers are devoted td yoeu; Flacecus
¢ Hordeonius is too weak to stop you; Britain
¢ will join us; the German auxiliaries will fol-
¢ Jow the other legions : the provinces are hot
fond of the present government; an old
man 1s scated on the throne of the Cuwesars,
where his power is precarious and near its
enil ¢ you have only to open your arms to
fortunc, who steps forward to meet you.
Virginius’s * want ol resolution had a just
¢ cause.  Ie was only the son of a knight,
« and by his birth beneath the empive had he
« accepted it, and sccurc from danger by re-
“ fising it. The case is very diflerent with
“you. Your father’s three cousulships, the
« censorship which he likewise held, and the
“ hononr he had of being Claudins’s colleague,
are titles that cuall you to the throne, and do
not sufler you to remain with saftty in a
“ private station.””  Such strong exhortations
rouscd  Vitellius from his indolence.  He did

not

<

~

(13
113
(19

€

(1)

-

~

‘

.

* Muito dobita-er Virgiiom, equestri fnailia, ignots
P U e 1o e cocpte Limperiing, tututy si reens sset.

A wpatris eor drtes, censuven, collegivin Cusarie,
ot i i 1o eratoris dignationem, et auferre
P toron e, O tichaler his segne ingovinve ol con
Lt g seraret,  Tae
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not yet dare to hope, but began to wish: forA.R.s20.
till then he bad never conceived a thought ofA- C. 69
that kind. Dion Cassius says, that some astro. 2 ¢
Jogers having loug before that forctold him he

would be emperor, he used to laugh at them,

and mention that prediction as a proof of their
ignorance or knavery.

Caecina was not less active in the army in Tuc. Hist
upper Germany than Valens was in the other,””
both animated by the same motives. Being
quastor in Bactica at the time of the revolu-
tion, by which Galba was raised to the throne,
he had been one of the most forward to em-
brace that party, and the command of a legion
was the reward ot his zeal ; but he behaved ill,
and was convictca of purloining the public
moncy. Galba, who was inexorable in that
point, ordered him to be prosecuted for it.
Ciecina, as highly incensed as if' he had been
injured, resolved o embroil matters, and plunge
the republic #* into as great dangers as he him-
sclf was personally threatened with., 1l had
cvery qualification necessary to seduce the sol-
dierss youth, a fine person and unbounded cou-
rage and ambition.  His speech was strong
and animated, his carriage bold, and his eyes
full of fire.  No body could be more fit to lead
to the greatest extremities, an army so ill dis-
posed as that in which he had so great a con-
mand.

Every thing concurred to encrease the evil T vl e
"The people of Treves, Langres and other ¢ities il ug
of Gaul, who, having taken part against Yiiainu
dex, had ftelt Galba’s severity, joined theiré
complaints to those of the soldiers spread a-

g nioy ¥

* Privata vulnera reipublica: mdis operive staw'te,. 74
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A R.820.mong them, and frighted them even with ima-

N C. O

Prepari-
tion o=
warilds o

* 99 oinary dangers.  Things were carricd so far,

that the deputies of Langres, who came ac-
cording to ancient custom, to bring the legions
the * emblems of hospitality and friendship
were very near raising a sedition in the army
by their speeches: and Hordeonius Flaccus,
having ordered them to retire privately in the
night, a report was spread that he had mur-
dered them : in conscquence of which, those
legions greatly alarmed, united for their mu-
tual defence, and entered into a private league,
in which they were joined Ly the auxiliary
troops, who, till then, had been at variance
with them. For 1, says Tacitus, the bad agrec
in war, much more casily than they preserve
concord in peace.

Things were in this situation when the first
of Jannary came round, on which day the

specdy re- gath of filelity to the emperors was annually

wvalution.
The o th
takun Uy

the senute

taken.  The legions in lower Germany who
were under Vitellius's command, took it, but

and oman With great difliculty, and manifest reluetance,

peuple.

None but the chief’ oflicers pronounced the
words of the oath : the rest § were silent, cach
watching his neighhour’s motions, and all
ready, as is fiequently the case in eritical af-
fuaire, to exccute with ardour what none dare 1o
begine  The spirit of mutiny was universal,
though somelegions shewed it niore than others.
The tirst and fitth carried theiv insolence so far
as
* A representation of two right hands joined together,
t Facihore inter malos conacusa ad belum, quam in pace
ad vomcordiim, Tac.
T Ceteri mlontio, proximi cujusque audnciam expecluntes.

insita ;wortahibus natura propere sequi quee piget inchoare
T, .



Boox XIIL] OTIHO. 101

as to throw stones at the images of Galba: the A R s20.
filtcenth and sixteenth only murmured and?: € 69
menaced.

In the army on_the upper Rhine the four-
teenth and cighteenth legions did not hesitate
to declare against Galba, whose images they
broke to picces: and to avoid being taxed
with open rebellion against the empire, the sc .
dicrs took the oath 1o the senate and Roman
people, names long since disused, and almost
torgot. In such a disturbance, some could not
but be more audacious than others, and they
were the leaders and promoters of the sedition.
None, however, harangued in form, nor got on
to any eminence o1 h'gh place to speak to the
soldiers, becanse # they had not yet fixed on
any bady, with whom they could make a merit
ol such a sevice,

Lordeonius Flaceust, who commanded in
chiely did not attempt to check the fury of
th ccditions, nor to keep within bounds those
wio as yet ouly hesitated, nor even to encou-
rajqe the wellattocted 5 conandlv, timid, and
cxempt from viee, ocause he Lad vot rwolu.
tion enourh to be vicion , he remained a gineg
Sp+ itar of a aisturbance it was his du y to
prevent  FPhe potrcalar comanders ob 1.
gions and the tibuoes, imitated the indol nee
of their chict.  Ouly fou s centurions daied 1o
show the Teast attachment to Galba, or defend
his imazes against the in clts of the yebels,
and they only added to the tuy of the soldiers,

who
® Noeque enim erat adhue cut imymtaretur, 7 ae.

T Speetator tlagivii Hordeoning 1 laee 1s e msulais le atus
aderat, 1o compescere ruet tes, o 1etin e dubior, nem

vohortna honas uustis, sed scp,n, P Tus, et socordia inno-
cens,  1'ac.

- 36873
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The whole empire acknowledged Vitellius. A.R.820.
The legions of the east commanded by Mu- A. €. 69.
cian in Syria, and by Vespasian in Judea, Swore jouledg.
allegiance to him. There was only a slighted by the
insurrection in Mauritania, where the intendant Je.® ™
Luccius Albinus, finding himself at the head 7ue. i,
of a considerable body of troops, gave way to™ ™
his ambition, and projected making himscif
master of the province, of which he had only
a precarious government. Already his views
extended to Spain too: but his vanity in aim-
mg at the royal purple, and assuming the name
of Juba, alicnated the minds of all, and he wag
assassinated by his own partizans. Vitellius,
content with that, made no farther enquiry
about it. Incapable * of serious application,
he would hardly bestow a moment’s attention,
even on the most important aflairs.

So soon as hie was informed of his victory, e re.
he left his troops to continue their march, and;‘:‘]’;:i:{‘
himself embarked on the Saone, without any retime
retinue like an emperor, no officers of hsftom Bl
household following, and being taken notice of
for the indulgence of bis first fortune more than
for any thing clse.  Junius Blaesus, governor
of the Lyonnoise, a man of great name, magni-
ficent in his manners, and very rich, remedied
the princes unbecoming situation, and brought
him a train suitable to his rank. Vitellius,
low and envious, instead of thinking himself
obliged to Blwmsus for that service, eonccived
an aversion to him, which however he conceul-
ed uvuder ignoble fuwnings and tlattery.

Soon

* Brevi auditu quamviyv magna tranwbat  impar curee
aranienbus  Tar
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obliged to him for the steps he had taken with 2-%“6‘3;‘
the conquered legions, to appease their heat,™ > >~
and dispose them to a ready submission. e

even contivued him in his Momination to the
consulship, to which Celsus had been destined

by Nero of Galba, and confirmed in it hy

Otho. Galerius Trachalus was accused, but

fonnd a protectress in (ialeria, Vitellius’s wifeg

who scems to have been related to him

Vitellius did not treat the subaltern officers He v
with the same indulgence as he did their chiefs, :.;,TE:,, of
He caused seéveral eaptains, who had distin-tmtgary
guished themsclves by their geal to Otho, tu:‘j_"‘ kil
Le killed.  ‘That severity did him great hurt,
by adding to the disgust already conceived
against him by the llyrian legions, who soon
after were the cause of his fall.  However, he
did not distress the fumilies of those who were
¢nemices to him, by forfeiture of their estates :
what was Ieft by such as died in battle, fleht-
ing for Otho, went to their heirs, or whocver
they had named their exccutors.

Vitellins behaved in the same manner with A g of
regard to a rebellious multitude of fanatics, '[""““-‘l
collected together in the country of the Boians, © 7"
by oue Maricus, a2 man of the lower class ot
the people, who tovk upon him the titles ot
Deliverer of the Gauls, and God the Savionr.

That enthusiast, having assembled about cicht,
thousand of his countrymen, spread his sedne.
tion as tar as among the Edunans, and prevailed
on some of their nearest cantons, to join hi
revolt: but the nation of the Eduans, one of
the most powerlul and illustriousin Gayl, stopt
the progress of the evil, and with what troops
Vo, W N thuy




















































































































































































Book XI1V.] VITELLIUS. 287

the seducer: but as bad men are nearly akin, AR.szo.
he thinks they might both be equally disposed A+ C. 69.
to treason. Those who wrote the history of
this war, during the reigns of Vespustan and
Ins children, ascribed honourable motives to
those two traitors, love of the public welfave,
and a desire to sce a happy peace .succeed
the horrors of civil wars. A languuge dicta-
ted by flattery. Their own interest was the
principal on which they acted. They had at-
ready betrayed Galba; and a second treacon
could be no diffienlt thing to such grovelling
souls as theirs,  Fearing to be eclipsed by the
ascendant others might gain over Vitellius,
they vesolved to ruin him. Accordingly Ca-
cina returning to his army, made use of every
artifice he could invent, to wean the hearts ol
the centurions and soldiers from Vitellius, to
whom their fidelity und attachment was strong-
ly rooted. Bassus found less difficulty to pre-
vail on lus morines who lLud but lately fought
for Otho,

et
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wards Rome.. A soldier demands a rcuard
Sur kitling his brother. Quarvels between Pri-
ws and Muctan,  Titcellius endeavours tu
stifle the news of the butile of Cremona. Ex-
traovdinary resolutivn of a centurion. Ife
seads troops to secure the posses of the Apea .
nine mountuins.  Remaining in Rune, he is
taken up with other thoughts thun wer.  He
goes o his camp, but soon relurns to Romne.
The Miscenum flect declares for 1espasian.
Terracma taken possession of by the soldiers
of the flect and their associates.  Momentar:
~cealof the city of Rome & fuvonr of Uitellins.
The cohorts opposed against Primuas are for-
ced to submit.  1dlens is killed at Urbino, by
order of the conguerors. Iitellius disposed to
abdicate. 1le settles the conditions with Fla-
vius Sabins.  1ain remonstrances made by
Fitellius's Limst s calons partizans. 1 itellino
abdicates.  Lhe people and soldiers oppose i,
and furce him to return to the palace.  Battle
nwhich Sabinus is worsted. Fe retires to the
capieol. The capitol besieged and taken by 1i-
tellins’s soldicrs. The temple of Jupiter burnt.
Daowmitian exeapes the enemy. Death of Sab -
nus. 1lis character. The town of Terraci-
na surprixed and burnt by L. Vitellivs.  The
victorious arny did not inake haste enoush to
Rome.  Causes of the delay.  On the nows of
the capiiol’s being besieged, the army marvc s
forward. Tutells's deputation vejected. The

citytaken, Strancemiviw ¢ of licentiousdivey -
saons and evuelty. The pratorian camp foreed.
Vitellius's tagical death.  Death of his b o-
therandsnr  Fospasion maryies off his s -

e
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« of their adversaries. That their legions, but.

9.« lately beaten, talked indecd of great things ;

“ but that the conquered are always feartul in
* the presence of their conquerors.  Whereas,
“ by making a rampart of the Alps, Mucian
* would have time to come up with 2 power-
“ ful reipforcement 3 whilst Vespasian, by re-
“ maining behind, had infinite resources in the
“ sea, the fleets, and the atlection of the richest
“ provinces of the empire, which would enable
“ him to double his forces, and, as it were,
‘“ be ready for a second whr. In a word, that
“ great advanteges might be gained, but no
¢ dan“u‘q run, by a prudent deliberation.”
Antomus Pumus was too ardent to approve
a counsel, which to him scemed the eftect of
fear 3 and thercfore undertook to prove, that
diligence and activity could not but be “of ser-
vice to them, and hurtful to Vitelhus,  “ Vie-
“ tory, said hc has inspired those we are go-
*ing to ntlnLk less with a noble courage than
“a weak security @ for they have not bLeen
“ kept within a camp, nor sx:hject to military
“ exercises. Used * to idleness in every town
‘ of Italy where they have been, formidable
“ to none but their hosts, the more their man-
“ ners were barbarous and savage before, the
“ more they plunged themselves into pleasures,
“ tilf then unknown to them. The circus,
“ theatres, and other diversions of the city
“ have enervated, and sickness has weakened
“ them.  But if you give them time, war will
“ recover thewr strength, und they will receive
“osuccours
* Per omnia Ttalice municipia desmdes, tantwin hosputis

bus metuendos, quanto ferocius ante se egevint, tonte
rupidius insolitas veluptates hausisse  Tuc
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A.R.820.beginning of fortune, as he thought, but which
A, C.69-served only to bring ruin upon him. He was

* Oderxo,

Tour
a* Aiting,
$ Eute,

now triumphant, and shared with Antonius
Primus the glory of Vespasian’s party’s first
success 1n Italy.

The first thing they did was to take Aqui-
lza; from whence advancing forward, they
were rec¢ived in the cities of Opitergium ¥,
Altinum +, Padua, and Ateste f. At this last
place they learnt, that three cohorts and a re-
giment of horse held for Vitellius the place
then called Forum dllieni, now Ferrara; and
that having thrown a bridge there over the Po,
they kept but a bad look out. The opportu-
nity seemed favourable to attack them. Pri-
mus and Varus surprized them at break of
day, and finding most of them unarmed, ea-
sily got the better. They had ordered no
blood to be shed, except of such as should muke
an obstinate resistance, and to force the others
by terrov to change sides.  In fact, some sub-
mitted at once, but the greater number break-
ing down the bridge prevented the conquer-
ors pursuing them. '

This fortunate beginning, gave a reputation
to Primus’s arms, who at the same time re-
ceived a strong reinforcement by the arrival of
two legions from Pannonia at Padua, He
was willing likewise to do honour to the cause
he defended, by replacing, in all the cities of
which he became muster, the statues of Galba,
a prince incapable of governing, as we have
s2en, but whose name was bhecome an object
of veneration when compared with Orho and

Vitollius
Tho
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The next thing considered was, where to form A.R.s20.
their magazine ol arms, and fix the center of theA. C. 69
war., Verona was pitched upon as a powerful
colony, the conquest of which would be of
great adVantage in itsell’; and, being surrounded
by extensive plains, scemed particularly to suit
an army superior to their enemies in horse,
The work was immediately sct about, and by
the way Vicenza was taken; a place of small
importange, but which being the town where
Cxcina was born, was on that account re-
markable at that time, and a kind of trophy
gained over the general of the adverse party.
Verona did not cost Primus much more trou-
ble, though it was of far greater consequence,
Besides the advantages I have already men-
tioned, that placc was by its situation one of
the keys of Ttaly, and when in possession of
Vespasian's troops, cut ol all communication
between Cacinaand Rhatia and Germany,

All this was done without Vespasian’s even
Fnowing of it, and indeed contrary to his in-
tentions @ for he had ordered the Illyrian legions
to stay at Aquilea till Mucian joined them.
IHe even entered into a detail of the reasons
why he gave those orders; telling them, that
as he was master of the richest provinces, and
especially Egypt, the granary of Jtaly, he
hoped to end the war without bloodshed, and
to force Vitellins's legrions to spbmit for want
of money und provisions, Mucian backed
him, sending letter after letter to the sume
purport. Ie did not ccase representing the
beauty of a vigtory gained without bloodshed 3
concealing under that his true motives, which
were po other thin jealowsv, and a desive to

CnuErosy
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a good warrior, having served with distinctien A.R.g20,
in Britain. He was therefore ranked among AL 69,
the commanding ofticers.

Many were of opinion, that Flavius Sabinus
and Domitian, the one brother, und the other
son to Vespasian, who were then m Reme,
might Jikewise have made their escape. Primus
oﬂu‘cd them the meuns, seading them mstruc-
tions what road to take, and where to go to
be in safety.  Sabinus being old and firm,
was afraid of the fatigue of thght.  Domitian
was very willing to go, but was too closely
watched 3 and though his ¢ uards scemed dis-
posed to assist him, he would not trust them,
fearing thewr oflers were only meant as snares.
Nor had Vitellius any bad design against
cither S.abinus or Domitian, but spured his ud-
versary’s family, in order to save his own.

Primus ll.t\lllg passed the Apennine moun-
tains, marched to Carsulum *, where hie re.
soived to halt to rest his troops, and wait tle
coming up of the legion sent for from Verona,
ot which he bad only detachments with him,
The place where he was, was very proper lore
an encumpment, being a high ground which
overlookad a great extant ol Jand, and could
be well supplicd with provisions from sevad
rich neighbouring towns.  Besides that, Vitel-
lius's troops being but ten miles oft” at Newe-
niw, Primus was in hopes of having @ confer-
cnee with them, and ol being able to biing
thom over without hghting.

Piimus’s soldiers prefiering vietory to peace,
ware not over fond of that stte of inaction

nor

This town. long s'nes destroyed, wae situated 1
tween Todi and Spoleta
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AR.520.nor were thiey much pleased with waiting for
A.C.69.(he legions, whe they thought were conung

to share the booty, rawser than their danger.

Primus having assembled them, represented,
That Vitelhus still bad forces able to resist,
it they remained faithful to Inm, and even to
become formidable if drove to despair. That
in gll beginmngs of civil wars much must
be trusted 1o fortunc, but that victory was
“ to be completed by wise councils and ma-
“ ture deliberation.  That the Miswenum fleet,
“ and the fine country of Campania, had
“ abandoned Vitellius, and all be had remain-
¢ g out of the empire of the world, was the
« district between Terracina and Narnia. You
“ have gained suflicient glory, added he, by
“ the battle of Cremona, and the tuking of
* that town has brought too much hatred up-
on you. Your desigh ought to be, not to
tike Rome, but to save it.  You will have a
right toeapeet the greatest rewards and infi-
“ pite honour, if' you deliver the senate and
“ Roman people from ,a shameiul bondage,
“ without shedding the blood of your fellow
citizens.” ‘These remonstrances took elieet
and pacilied the soldiers, and the legions they
expeeted arrived soon afier.

The news of the encrease of Primud’s forces,
struck a terror on the adverse cohorts, whose
fiddity began to wavers  None exhorted them
to continue the war, but many of their oflicers
advized them to change sides, hoping to make
a merit ol it with the conqueror, and cxpeet-
g o be the more esteamed, i cnch carnied
aver the troop under his comnuind.  They
Leptupaconespondence with Primus, andguve

him

(13

(13

(13









Book X1V.) VITELLIUS. 808

ficient forces to prevent their attemp mﬂ' a re- A.R. s20.
bellion, but with orders likewise not to molutA C. 9.
them if they bebhaved well.

Vitellius,unable to defend himself any longer, vieliius

was reduced to the necessity of chusing, euhcl.um.mct-: to
to dic in arms, i’ he had been capable of so ?acm}!ur.
brave a resolution, or to negociate with the L 65
victor, and make the best terms he could.
This last is the step he would have taken if he
had been his own master.  His stupid * insen-~
sibility would have suffered bim to forget bis
bhaving been emperor, if others could likewise
not have remembered it. ‘Lhat would bave
been a great advantage to Rome, which would
not then bhave felt the calamities of war, and
where Vespasian would have been acknow-
ledged as readily, as if the empire had belong-
ed to him by right of inberitance.  The con-
trary happencd, mueh against the will of all
the commanders of the victorious party.  Pri-
mus bad declared to his soldiers, that his de-
sire was to end the war by agreement, rather
than by force of arms, and 1n consequence of
the system made overtures to Vitellius.  Mu-
clan too, was for treating with him. But the
negoclation wus carried farthest by Flavius Sa-
hmu%; and would have suceeeded, had it not
been for the insuperable obstinacy of Vitellius's
soldiers.

Fluvius Sabinus was, as I have already often jro yoqter
said, clder brother to Vespasian, and lnteltctthv condi -

tiona with
of Pome, by virtue of which post he had the 1,
command of the eity cohorts. Tt he hid Fol. Subinue
lowed the advice of the chief senators, he would
hawe

* Tuita torpedo inviserat anii ian, vt si Principem com

fuisse ceteri non mewiniysent, ipse obliviseeretur,  dac
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A.R.820.have endeavoured to share the honour of the
A C.69. victory, by making himself master of the capi-
tal.  They represented to him, how casy an
enterprize it was, “That, besides the troops
“ under his command, he might depend on the
“ watch, the slaves of those who spoke to him,
“ and above all, on the prosperous fortunc of
“a party, to which all obstacles gave way.
« That Vitellius bad only a few cohorts lelt,
and those discouraged by ascries ok bad suc-
cess,  That the people, who then seemed
well aflected towards him, might change
those sentiments in & mowent ; and that 1f
he acted with vigour, and put himselt at
their head, the adulutions then lavished on
« Vitelhius, would soon be given to Vespasian,
That Vitcllius was in himself contemptible
to the highest degree, ineapable of beuring
prosperity, and uch less able to struggle
against the miasortunces that overwhehned
him on all sides. That he ought not to
leave all to Primus and Varus,  That who-
ever brought the city over to Vespasian’s
side, would have the ment of finishing the
“ war, That it would well become him to
“ take the empire as in trust for his brother ;
“ and Vespasian would have very just reason
to honour him above all, and prefer him to
“ cvery other person,”

Sabinus heard them with great composure,
and sceming indifference, which made some
think him jealous of his brother’s fortune.  In
uileet, before Vispasian’s elevation to the em-
pire,Sabinus surpassed him in power and viches:
and as no man is pleased with fulling lower,
come misintellipence was feared hetween the

two
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two brothers, concealed under the appearance AR.s20,
of union and friendship. It would be mored.C. 69.
charitable, and perhaps more agreeable to trath,
to think that Sabinus, naturally mild and gen-
tle, was averse to bloodshed and slaughter ;
and that finding an opening to induce Vitellius
to make 2 voluntary cession of the throne, he
thought pacific means the most eligible. He
had several private conferences with him, and
the affuir was at last concluded in the temple
of Apollo. Vitellius was to abdicate the emaduet. ¥it
pire, in consideration of a pension of u hun.'*
dred * millions of sesterces: his expenees for
housc-keeping to be defrayed, and he at li-
berty to spend the vest of his days on the de-
lightful coast of Campama. Cluvius Rufus,7u.
and Siltus Italicus, both of consular dignity,
were witnesses and sureties to the agreement :
and crowds + of distant spectators observed
their looks. DMeanness was pictured m Vitel-
lius’s : Sabinus was fay from 1sulting over him,
sceming rather to pity and take compassion
on him.
Every thing was scttled, and would have Yan
™ s . monstran-
.remained quiet, if those who were about Vi-cesmadoby
tellius had been as tractable as himself : but "“};“ilj"l
they opposed the agreement, telling him hOW fons pﬁ:‘l-l‘
shameful, dangerous, and uncertain 1t would tizans
be, since it must depend on the vietor’s caprice.
“ Vespasian, said they, will never have pride
“ cnough to bear the sight of Vitellus reduced
“ o a private dation. Your congquered friends
“will
* Fight handied thousund pounds,
T Valtus procul viscentibus notabantur: Vitellii pro-
jcvlu_% & degener, Sabinus non insultuns, & miserantl
propior.  Tae,

Vor. V. X






Book XIV.3 VITELLIUS. 307

(13

you with courage. The soldiers are invio-A.R.820.
lably atiached to you, and the people loved. C. 69.
you with an ardent zeal. At all events, no-
thing worse can happen than what we are
rushing into of our own accords. If con-
quercd, we die: and if we trust 1o the cne-
my’s mercy, our fate is the same : death is
mevitable every way : the only thing in our
power to chuse is, whether we will die with
glory, or with shame.”

Vitellius’s ears were shut to all generous
councils, He sunk under the loud of his
misfortunes, and bis uneasiness for hi. family
quite overwhelmed him: he feared too o )stinate

a resistance might irritate the conqu roi aguinst
his wife and children. He had 2 mother too,
whose age and virtues were infinitcly re pecta-
ble, but her opportune death preceded a few
days the ruin of her family. She diced, reap-
mg * no other fruit from her son’s high fortune,
but causes of gricf, and a good reputation.
According to Suctonius, many were of opinionSuet, vit
that lady did not die a natural death.  Some?*
said, that her son refused her food during her
illness, on account of a pretended prediction of

a woman in the country of the Catti, promising
him a long and happy reign if he survived his
mother.  Others  say, that Sexttha herself,
tived of life, and dreading the misfortunes that
were [alling on her family, obtuined, without
much difficulty, Vitellius’s leave to hasten her
death by poison. The contrarviety of these re-
ports lessens their weight, and Tucitus’s silence
strengthens our doubts.  Vitellius is alveady

2 criminal

3
©
€
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* Nihil principatum filii asseenta, nisi Iuctum & honant
taman, Zac.
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racy, Nero’s flight was hid by the darknessA-R.820.
of the night, and few were witnesses to his & €. 69.

death, Galba and Piso were killed, as it were
1 battle. But Vitellius, in the midst of his
people, surrounded by his soldiers, and 1 the
sight of even the women, whose curiosity had
brought them to sce so extraordinary an cvent,

with a sorrowful heart, renounce the empire.
He read his act of renunciation, whereby
he declared in few words and with many tears,
that, for the peace and welfare of the republic,
he resigned the supreme power ; begging those
who heard him, still to rcimember him, and
take pity on his brother, wife, and infant chil-
dren. At the same time, taking up his son in
his arms, he presented and recommended him
to cach of the great men in particular, and to
the whole people in general.  His tears suiling
his speech, he took off his sword {rom his side,
to signify that he gave up all power of life and
death, and presented it to the consul Caecilius
Simplex who stood next him.  The consul re-
fused to take it 3 and the whole assen bly una-
nimously cried out againut it: on which Vitel
lious retived, going towards the temple ol con-
cord, to divest himselfof the badges of supreme
command, and {rom thence proceed to his
brother’s house.  The cries of the people grew
louder than ever : they would not sufler him
to take up his abode in a private house, but
insisted on his returning to the pal ce, block-
ing up every other way, and leaving none open
but that which lead to the suered strect. Vi-
telling disconcerted, and prevented fiom exe-
cuting his resolution, was forced to vield to
) {he
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A.R.820.the desires of the multitude, who conducted
-A..C.69-him back to the palace.
Batle,in  Defore the cercmony of the abdication was
which Sa- performed, a rcport was already spread, that
binus %33 Yjtelliuy had renounced the empire @ in conse-
He reties quence of which, Sabinus wrote to the tri-
.;?tzlﬂc""' buncs of the German cohorts, desiring them
to keep their troops within proper bounds. In
all revolutions, every one strives to be first to
worship a rising fortune. And accordingly
the chief of the scnators, with a great number
of Roman knights, the oflicers and soldiers of
the city cohorts, and those of the watch, hur-
ried in crowds to pay their cowrt to Sabinus.
They were greatly surprised to learn there, that
the business was not yet done ; that the people
began to take fire for Vitellius, and that the
angry troops began to menace and grow out-
rageous. They had gone too far to recede :
and those who formed a court about Sabinus,
concluded they could not be safe if they scpa-
rated, but must become an easy prey to Vitel-
lius’s soldiers, turned their persenal fears into
party zeal, and exhorted the city pracfect to
take arms.

But *, as 1s gencrally the case on those occa-
sions, all were forward to advise, but few ready
to share the danger. Sabinus went out, but
badly attended, and was svon met by a body
of soldiers of the contrary party. A battle
cnsued, and Sabinus being worsted, was forced
to take shelter in the capitol, after Josing some
of Lis men. Besides the goldiers under his
commuand, some senators and knights chut them-

) selves

* Sed, quod in ejusmodi rebus accidit, consilium ah
annjhus datum est, periculum pauci sumpsere.  Zae,
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selves up with him, whose names Tacitus saysA.R. 820.
he could not well tell, because numbers, after A+ C.69.
Vespasian had gained a complete victory, falsely
assumed the honour of having ventured their

lives for him on that occasion. Some ladics

too, were courageous enough to enter into that
fortress just ready to be besieged. All of them
accompanied their relations or husbands, one
excepted, Verulana Gracilia, whose only mo-

tive was her love for war.

Vitellius’s troops, courageous enough tolte -
brave danger, though strangers to discipline,and taken
and unable to bear fatiguc, kept so loose aly Vitd-
guard about the capitol, that Sabinus founddiers.
means to bring his children thither, with his
nephew Domitian. He likewise dispatched a
courier with letters to the chicfs of the victo-
rious army, acquainting them with the situ-
ation he was in, and desiring their speedy assis-
tance. In other respects, he past the mght so
quictly, that he might have gone out, and
taken shelter elsewhere without danger.

At break of day, before any hostilities be-
gan, he sent Cornelius Martialis, an officer of
distinction to Vitellius to complain of the in-
fraction of theiwr agreement, of the slaughter
committed the evening before, and the siege
he was obliged to sustain in the capitol.  And
to shew how unjust their treatment of him was,
he added in the letter which Martialis carried :

“ I took no part in the war, but kept myself
¢ within the sphere of scnator, whilst the
“ quarrel was deciding betwixt you and Ves-
“ pasian, by the battles of your legions, the
“ taking of towns, and the desolation of all

“ Italy, Spamn, Britain and Gaul revolted.
« whilst
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A.R.820.¢ whilst Vespasian’s brother remained faithful

A. C. 69,6

I

to you, until you yourself solicited him first
to enter into treaty. Peace® and concord
are uscful to the conquered, whilst they are
only glotious to the conquerors. If you re-
peat the steps you were pleased to take, it
1s not me that you ought to attack with vio-
lence, after having dcceived me by a breach
of faith; it is not Vespasian’s son, scarce
past bis infancy, that you ought to bLlambe.
What will you gain by the dcuth of an old
man, and a youth of fiftecen? Go, mecet the
legions, dispute your rights with them ; the
cvent of the batte will determine all.”

To these reproaches, Vitcllius returned only
excuses i answer, laying the blame on the sol-
diers, whosc too great ardowr lie could not pre-
vent : but advised Martialis to go out privately
at a back-door, for fear the message he had
brought should cost him his life, the soldicrs
being quite averse to all thoughts of peace.
Thus § - Vitcllius, having no power eitlar to
command or forbid any thing, was no longer
cmperor, but all the motive and oceasion of
the war.

Martialis had scarce got back to the capitol,
when the Gaman colieits Legan the atiack,
They had no cficer to command tham, bhut
cach soldicr took erdas hom himaclf and his
ovn tuiy, TherTad no piven themselves time
to britg, up uny of thewr engnes for war, nor
to pioviae the prep.v kind of arrows then used
in
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* Pacem R concordirm victis utilia, victoribus tan-
tum Yuleep esse 7o

tIpe eue jub Cioncone vatn di poter 5, non jam
[iperator, sul tanturn beli cauva erat,  Lac
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A.Rs20.to the Roman people. At a time, says he,
A.C. 69.when no cnemies were concerncd, when the

gods would have been propitious to us, if our
crimes had not been a bar to their protection,
the abode of Jupiter Capitolinus, deemed by
our pious ancestors the test of the duration of
our empire, that august edifice, whose sancti-
ty neither Porsenna, to whom Rome surrender-
ed, nor the Gauls who took it, had dared to
violate, perished by the fury of our own prin-
ces. It was burnt before in Sylla’s war *, but
that was by the treachery of some particular
persons : now it was besieged in form, and set
on fire openly.  What was the object of our
arms? What 4 could be expected to compen-
sate so fatal a loss?

1f the besieged were the authors’of the con-
flagration, they did not reap the fruits of their
crime 3 for the German cohorts wanted nei-
ther couvage nor cunning when in danger;
but on the contrary, I the soldiers of the op-

pusite
hoste, propitiis, si per mores nostros liceret, deis, sedem
Javis O. M. auspicato a majoribus pignus Imperii con-
ditam, quam non Porsena dedita urbe, non Galli capta,
temerare potuissent, furore Principum exseindi.  Arserat
& ante Capitolium civili bello, sed frande privata. Nunc
palam obscessum, palam incensum. Quibus armorum
enusis: quo tante cladis pretio pro patria bellavimus ?

* Nee Hist. of the Rom. Repub. Vol. X. p. 106.

t The Text of Tacitus is obscure in this place, and has
probably been corrupted. 1 have made the most I could
of it.

} Fix diverso trepidus miles, dux segnis, & veluti cap-
1w animi, non lingua, non auribus competere : neque
nlienis consiliis regi, neque sua expedire : hue illue cla-
moribus hostinnu circumagi; qua juseerat veture, quue
velnertit jubere.  Mox, quod in perditis rebos solet, om-
aies pra cipere, nemo exsequi.  Postrem ', objecus armis,
Jrzna & fallindi artes circumspectibant.  ZLuc.
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posite party were disconcerted and terrificd : A.R.820.
their chief, naturally timid, but then as it wereA. C. 69.
thunderstruck, seemed to have lost the use of
his reason, tongue and ears : he would not be
directed by the advice of others, and yct knew
not what resolution to take himself, but ran
from place to place, according as the enemy’s
shouts were most loud. One moment he for-
bid what he had just ordered, and then again
ordered what he had just countermanded,
There were soon as many commanders as men ;
and as it generally happens in great dungers,
all gave orders, but nonc obeyed them. At
last, throwing down their arms, each sought
for safety in flight, The conquerors entered
furiously sword mn hand, meeting with no re-
sistance, except from a small number of brave
officers, who soon lost their lives.  Flavius Sa-
hinus thought neither ot defending himself nor
of flying: he was taken, together with Quin-
tins Atticus, then consul, who was more par-
ticularly remarked on account of that cmpty
brilliant title, and the inconsiderate rashness
with which he threw out among the people,
his ordinances, full of great encomiums on
Vespasian, and of bitter reproaches against
Vitellius.  The other persons «f distinetion
escaped, some disguised like shaves, and others
concealed by their faithful clients, or hid amonyy
the lumber.  Some too taking notice of the
word by which the enemics koew cach other,
made 4 good use of it, either to anawer when
ashed, or to ack themselves, und wit 1 the help
of that and a bold face escaped,

The very moment the fray began, Doini- Dmit'en

. = ¥ Al iR
tian hid himself in the apartment of the keeper? b =00
of
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R.s20.0f the temple ; alter which, a sensible honest
C. 62 freeman, putting one of the priest’s garments
over him, he remained unknown among them
till the tumult was pretty well over, and then
retired to a friend’s house, where he waited the
event, He allerwards erected two monuments
in memory of what had passed : the one in
his father’s lile-time, plain and modest, being
a small chapel in honour of JuriTer the PRE-
sERVER, in the place where the apartment of
the clerk or keeper of the temple stood, which
was pulled down, with an alter, and an in-
scription on the muble, sctting forth what had
befallen him. The other was a magnificent
temple, built when he was cmperor, and de-
dicated to Tuc Guarpian Jueirer, in which
he placed u statue of that god holding him in
bis arms.
ﬂh’:'“‘:]“r Sabinus and Atticus, loaded with chans,
Mischne. Were carried to Vitellius, who received him at
ter. the top of the pulace stairs, without emotion
or anger, to the great displeasure of those who
cac to desire bis leave to put them to death,
and to be rewarded for the <ervice they pre-
tended to have done him.  The most audaci-
ous exclaimed loudly with great rage and fury,
and were backed by a numerous mob.  Some
menaced and others flattered, and all insisted
on Sabinus’s death.  Vitellius endeavoured to
move them by prayers and (ntreaties, but was
at last forced to yield to their perverse obsti-
nacy.  They scized Sabmus directly, tore him
1o picees, cut oft his head, and dragped his
bady to the common place of exceution, :
. Such

A.
A
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Such * was the end of a man, by no meansy R.g 0.
to be held in contempt. He served the re.A.C. ey,
public five and thirty years, and behaved wit)
honour both in peace and war.  He never gave
any onc room to accuse hun of being cove.
tous or unjust: he was too tuikative, and thyg
was the only fuiling his enemies could cevep
tax him with, in the great employments he
held : for he was seven years governor of Mae.
sia, and twelve years prefeet of Rome. Iny
the catastrophe in which he perished, some
thought him timid and cowardly, whilst othepy
mputed it to his unwilliagness to shed the
blood of the citizens.  Whatever motive it be
ascribed to, it 1s certain be did not behave like
a mun capable of heading any great enterprize:
and if what Tucitus assures us be true, thag
Sabinus was the honour of his family before
Vespasian was raised to the empire ; at least it
is plainly proved by facts, that Vespasian had
a better head, and more resolution than Sa.
binus. His death was a satisfaction to Mu-
cian : and politicians thought it likewise of ad
vantage to the public tranquillity, because o
perfect harmony could hurdly have subsisted
hetween two men who might have made cqual
cluims, the one as brother to the emperor,
and the other as having given him the ampire,

Thi

* ITic exitua fuir viri haud snme spernendsn. Quinque
& wiginta stipendin in Republica fecerat, domi militige
que clarua.  Jonocentiam justitimmgue ejus non argues
res: senmonis nimius erat. Il unum septein annig, qaibuy
Masinm, duodecim, quibus Prvtecturam urbis obtinmt
culinniatus est ramor, In fine vite alil sepnem, malti me
dertum 8 civium swguinis parann credidere,  Quad
mter omnes constitentt ante principatim Yespa iimderu
domus penes Sabin m evut, Zar
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The people demanded the consul’s death

A. €. 69.100 3 but Vitellius persisted in refusing it.  He

The town
of 'Terra-
«ina sur-
prised unl
sacked Ly
L. Vitel-
lius.

was highly pleased at Quintius’s declaring to
\}'hoevcl‘ would hear it, that it was he who sct
fire to the capitol.  Whether what he said was
true or false, Quintius took upon himself the
odium of that deplorable event, and acquitted
Vitelliuy™ party of it.

At the sume time L. Vitellius, with his six
cohorts, menaced and pressed Terracina, where,
as I have suid, the marines of the Misaznum
ficet, and a great number of gladiators, the
former * commanded by Apollinaris, and the
latter by Julianus, had shut themselves up.
Those two chiefs but ill deserved the name of
commanders : their licentious rashness and ex-
treme negligence fitted them rather for gladia-
tors. They kept no guard, nor thought of
fortifying the weak parts of the town: but
tuken up with their pleasures hoth day and
night, they pave entertuinments and concerts,
muking the soldiers subscrvient to their luxu-
vy, and talking of war only when they were
at table.  Apinius Tire who had joined them,
left Terracina, in order to vt the naighbour-
ing towns, and raise contributions from them,
by which he did the party much more hurt
than good.

A slave found means to pass over from the
town to L. Vitcelliug’s camp, and oflered to

introduce

* Prrverat . . Julianms gladiatoribus, Apollinaris re-
Ini ribus, lasivia socordiaque gladiatorum mags, quam
duemn suniles. Non Vigilias agere, non intute meninm
tirmnve ;. noctu diegne fluxi, & amena littorum person-
antes, in ministerium luxus disporsis militibus, de belle

mt m mter convivia loquebantur - Tuc.
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introduce his troops privately into the citadel. A.R.s20.
His ofler was accepted, and eusily put in exe- A C.60.
cution : the garrison, as supinely negligent as
its commanders, was surprized in the aead of
the night. Vitellius’s men rushed sword in
hand upon their encmies, and made a dreadful
slaughter of them, some being quite unarmed,
others suddenly awaked from their sleep, a-
mazed and terrified by the horrors of the dark,
the sound of  trumpets, and the menacing
shouts ol the victors. Only a few gladiators
made a brave defence, and sold their lives very
dear ; the rest ran towards their ships, where
the tumult and confusion was not less than in
the town. Secveral of the inhabitants flying
withthe soldicrs were likewisckilled with them,
Six ships escaped at the very beginming of
the tumult, and the commander of the fleet,
Apollinaris, was as caveful to save himsell,
as he had been negligent and remiss before.
The rest of the ships were taken on the shore,
and some of them sunk by the precipitate hur-
ry of the crowds that boarded them, without
considering how much they were overloaded
by it.  Julianus was taken and delivered up to
L. Vitelhwus, who ordered him to be scourged
severely, and then killed 1n his presence. It
was reported at that time that Triaria, L. Vi
tellius’s wife, striving to equal her hashand’s
insolence and cruelty, appeared in the streets
of Terracina with a sword by her side, insult-
g over the misfortunes of the wretched inhu-
hitants, and encouraging the massacre und
plunder of them.

The conqueror immediately dispatehied o
rourier to his brother, with the pens of his

exploit:
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AR.g20.csploit s telling him at the sume time, that he

A. C.69.waited his orders either to return to Rome,

or remein in Campania, till that country should

be quiie reduced.  Vitellius had not time to

answer him, being prevented by the enemy’s

becoming master of the city, and Ias person,

as Lan going to relate @ and it was 2 great

huppivesd, not only for Vespasian's party, but

for tw republic too, that L. Vitellus did not

of his owa wecord resolve to hasten to Rome ¢

for the troops under his commaund, bestdes

their valoor and obstinate fidelity, were at that

time greatly clated by their recent victory.

Himself *, infamous as all his conduct was,

did not waut activity, and vice produced in

him the same eflects that love of good does 1n

virtuous men : so that Primus would have met

with some resistance on his arrival at Rowe,

wud the city might bave perished in the con-

test. But it bad enough to sufler without that :

the fow troops that ¥itellius had, were a suf-
ficient scowrge to that capital of the world,

The victo-  T'lie slowness and delays of Primus’s victo-
Tious tmy . . . . . .

didnat  rious army likewise contributed to the mis-

make hate fo rtyunes of Rome.  If lus troops had made
ennugh to . .

Rome.  haste, they might have prevented the burning

gumesof of the capitol, and the death of Sabinus ;
walely, v e

“ events which cut off all hopes of reconcilia-

tion between Vitellius and Vespasian,  Instead

of marching on with dispateh, they stopt at

Otricoli, to celebrate the Saturnalian feasts,

whilst Bome was in the utmost confusion and

istress,
The
» 'f}ulppo L. Vitellio, quamwvis infami, inerat industria

nec virtutibuy, ut honi, sed, quomodo pessimus quic que,
yitits valebat,  Tin,
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The motive or excuse for so ill-timed 2 de-A.R. 820,
lay, was the pretended nceessity of waiting for 4. R. 69:
Mucian; though some were suspicious enough
to accuse Primus of losing time purposely, bes
cause he was then in treaty with Vitellius, who
offered him the consulship, and Ins daughter
in marriage. Others rejected those reports as
false and calumnious, and invented by Mu«
cian’s flutterers.  And indeed it is hardly pro-
bable, that 1n the condition Vitellius then was,
Primus, who had pulled him down, Should
think of raising him up again, by a treachery
from which he could expect nothing but ine-
vitable ruin. The most favourable, and per-~
baps the truest construction that can be put
upon a delay, the consequences of which were
so fatal, 1s, that all the generals of the victos
rious party, were desirous to save the city from
the evils of war, and chose rather to threaten
than to hurt it. Seeing Vitellius abandoned
by his best troops, and absolutely destitute of
all resource, they thought, not without reason,
that the negociation already began for him to
ahdicate, would succeed. But Sabinus spoilt
all, first by his precipitate rashness in taking
up arms, and afterwards by his want of cou-
rage to defend the capitol, a place able to re-
sist very powerful armies, but which did not
hold out four and twenty hours against only
three cohorts,

These reasons have undoubtedly some weiglhit ;
but they do not fully justify either Mucian or
Primus.  The former sufliciently declared by
the ambiguons expressions in his letters, that
he desired to be waited for. The lattey, out
of an ill-timed complaisance, or rather to maho

Vo, V. 4 g
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A-R.820-his rival responsible for the event, did wait.
A.C. 69.Tn short, all the commanders of that party,
persuading themselves the war was over, mark-
ed the end of it with bloody calamities. Even
Carealis, who had great vivacity and fire, made
no use of it on this occasion. For, being sent
to Rome with a thousand horse through the
Sabine territovies, and by the Sellarian way,
he marched very slowly, and quite at his case.
ontie At Jasy, the news of the capitol’s being be-
’c‘:[‘:é:;i!;"eswgcd rouzed them all from their lethargy, and
buing be- forced them, but too late, to exert themselves.
sicged the Primus arriving by the Flaminian way, at a
ll.l'lﬂy mar- - -
ches for. place called Red-Stones, nine miles from Rome,
tis, -learnt the burning of the capitol, and Subinus’s
depum:im death. Cerealis, who was nearer, got thither
rejected.  hefore him; but had no cause to be much
pleased with his diligence. Running on with-
out precaution, thinking he had none but con-
quered troops to deal with, he was greatly sur-
prized to find Vitellius’s men drawn up in good
order, horse and foot being intermixed to back
and assist each other. A battle ensued not far
from the city, between the houses and gardens.
Vitellius’s soldiers had the advantage of being
hest acquainted with the ground : besides which
Carealis’s horse did not fight with equal zeal,
several of them being of the number of those
who had lately passed over to the victorious
army near Narnia, and had not yet forgot their
first engagement.  Caerealis was beat @ an offi-
cer of distinction called Tullius Flavianus made
prisoner : the rest fled in disorder, and were
pursucd by the conquerors as far as Fiden:e,
This success animated the people in favour
of Vitellius : the multitude, armed indeed,
not
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not regularly, but with whatever each could A.R.s20.
_lay his hand on, demanded with loud cries to A-C. 69.

be led on to battle. Vitellius received those

proofs of their afection with joy, and expressed

his gratitude for them: but being sensible such

soldiers could make no resistance against victo-

rioys legions, he assembled the senate, and

caused deputies to be appointed to go and in-

vite the army to peace and concord, screening

himself under the name of the Republic, and

alledging the good of the empire.

The deputies divided, and met with difler-
ent treatment.  Those that applied to Ciere-
alis were in extreme danger from the fury of
the soldiers, who would not hear of peace.
Arulznus Rusticus, at that time prator, and
highly estimable for his merit and virtue, was
wounded. Those that were with bim dispersed
and fled. The Lictor, who preceded him, at-
tempting to keep off’ the mob, was killed on
the spot : and if Cerealis had not appointed

.an escort to guard the deputies of the senate,
the sacred character with which they were
clothed would not have protected them, but
the enraged citizens would have massacred
them at the city gates, and been guilty of a
crime that would have filled cven strangers with
horror. Those who went to Primus were re-
ceived with greater respect, not that his troops
were more reserved, but because he had a
greater command over them.

With the deputies of the senatc went, of his
own accord, Musonius Rufus, a Roman kmght,
famous for his philosophical studies, and for-
merly banished by Nero on that account: but
who, likew true stoic, exaggerated virtue, and

2 spoilt
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A.R.820.spoilt his good qualitics by his indiscreet zeal.

A. C. 69.This philosopher, as if b had been in his school
among his disciples, preached up to the army
the advantages of peace, and the misfortuncs
of war. Some laughed at, others were tived
of him, and others again began to use him
voughly. Terrified by their threats, and gent-
ly advised by seme men of sense, he at Jast
gave over displaying his wisdom, which suited
neither the place, nor time, nor persons he was
specaking to.

The Vestals too came out to meet Primus,
bringing him a letter from Vitellius, wherein .
he destred only one day’s delay, in order to re-
sume the negociation, and scttle all things.
Primus paid the Vestals all the honour due to
their character, but answered Vitellius, that
Sabinus’s death, and the burning of the capi-
tol, required vengeance, and cut off all possi-
bility of treating.

Primus wished however to be able to spare
Rome, und calling an assembly of the soldiers,
endeavoured to prevail on them to encamp at
Ponte-mole, and defer -entering the city till
the vext day. He was apprchensive, that the
resistance they would meet with, might induce
them to spare neither the people, senate, nov
temple of the gods. But it was not in his
power to keep them back. Every delay scem-
ed suspicious, and detrimental to their ex-
pected victory: the move so, as the colowrs
they saw flying on the hills around Rome,
though followed only by a despicable mob,
indicated in their opinions a nuincrous army
of encmies,

Accoxdingly
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Accordingly they marched directly on, and A.R g20,
dividing into three bodics, some continucd on Ah C. 69.
in the Flaminian way where they were ; ano- oo™
ther party took to the right along the Tiber,
and a third division advanced towards the gate
Colline. Vitellius’s men were without the city
walls. The militia raised among the people
did not hold out a moment against the enemy’s
horse. The old soldiers stood their ground,
and fought bravely. The place where they
engaged not being open, but intersected by
houses and buildings, the general action was
divided into numbers of shirmishes, in which
Vespasian’s troops, being better governed,and
commandced by better oflicers, had the advan-
tage every where : only those who took to the
left sullered greatly from the narvowness and
diftlicul.ics of the streets : Vitellius's soldiers,
rretting up on the walls of the gardens, drove
them back with showers of stones and arrows, -
tiil towards the evening, the gate Colline hav<
mg been forced by Vespasian’s horse, they were
surrounded. A battle in form was likewise
fought 1 the Campus Martius, and Vitcllius’s
men, whose despair was their own resource,
were conquered there too.  Forced to retreat
within the walls of Rome, they rallied there
in small bodies, determined to hold out te the
last extremity.

"The people enjoyed the sight; and, as if it
had been a battle fought purposely to divert
them, clupped theiv hands, and  encouraged
sometimes one, and sometimes the other party.
When cither of them was worsted, the specta-
tors called out to the conquerors, to kill those
that had taken shelter in the shops and lmumis.

The
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A.R.s20.the victorious soldiers thought of nothing but

4. C, 69-blood and slaughter, whilst the people took
care to strip the slain.

Strange ~ L'he day on which this violence and slaugh-

mixture of ter was committed, being one of the saturna-

Bf:;}:?:, lian holidxys, a season of pleasure and diversion
sud.craels in the nature of our Carnival, the appearance
e of ¥ things in Rome, was strange beyond all
imagination. In one place was bloodshed and
battle, in another baths open, and taverns full
of drunkardy: the greatest excesses of de-
bauchery were committed amidst streams of
blood, and heaps of dead bodics: every con-
comitant of voluptuous idlencss aud licentions-
ness was intermixed with all the horrors that
attend the sacking of a town : so that the city
seemed to be in a fit of fury and madness, and
at the same time intoaicated with pleasure.
Rome hud already scen armies of her own
citizens fight against each other within her
walls.  Sylla had made her bleed twice, and
Cinna once ; nor were thelr victories attended
with less cruelty. But what characterises the
event I am now speaking of, is a diflerence that
shocks humanity : pleasures and diversions suf-
fered no interruption by it, as if what happen-
: cd

¥ Swva ac deformis urbe tota facies. Alibi preelia &
valnera, alibi balnee popinaxque : simul cruor & strues
corporum, juata scorta, & scortis siniiles: guantum in
Juaurioso otio libidinum, quidquid in acerhissima capti-
vitate seelerum: provsus ut cemdem civitatem & furere
credeids, & lascivive.

Couflinerant ante w1 mati exercitus in urbe, bis L. Sulla,
semel Cinng, vietoribus, wee tune minus erudelitatis ;
nune inhumana securitas, £ ne mivino guidem tenporis
voluptates intermissa, velat fistis dicbus id guogne gan-
diurn accederet.  Fxsuliabant, fruebantur. nulla pativm
eurn, malis publicis, Tatis. 7o
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A.R.820.his own infamy stifling all compassion. Tho
4. C. 69-mob pelted him with dirt and dung, pursuing
' him with a thousand invectives, calling him
an incendiary, because the capital had beer
burnt, a glutton and a drunkard. Even his
bodily dcfects were reproached him, his cnor-
mous size and red face, illuminated with wine,
his great I lly, and tottering walk, (for he had
a weukneds 1o lus legs, occasioned by a blow
he received from one of the chariots in the cir-
cus, when attending on Caligula there,) did
not escape their censure. A soldier belonging
to the German armies mecting him in that con-
diiion, drew his sword, and, either out of
indignation, and to rescue him from such in-
sults, or that he owed the tribune, and not
Vitellius, a grudge, cut oft the tribune’s ear,
for which he was killed on the spot.
Vitcllius was still dragged along the sacred
- otrect, his hair being thrown back to shew his
face, and the point of a sword held under his
chin to prevent i, stooping to hide his con-
fusion. In that coudition he was forced to sce
his own statues thrown down and stamped
on, and to look at the place where Galba was
murdered.  After which he was dragged to
the Gemonix, or copimon place of exccution,
where Sabinus’s b_ia(‘luy lay.  Vitellius shewed
all this time the utmost lowness of soul, ex-
cept on one oceasion, when a tribune insulting
bim, he answered, “ I have however been thy
* emperor.” The soldiers who seized hun
took a barbarous pleasure in pricking him
with the points of their swords, and backing
nim. piece-meal, to make him feel all the pangs

of



Book XIV.3 VITELLIUS. 331

of a slow death: and * the mob, always out-A.R.s20,
rageous and running into extremes, heaped as A. G, s9.
many curses on him after his death, a3 they

had praises whilst he lived. His body was
dragged through the Tiber with a hook, and

his head stuck on a pike, and carried through

the city. His widow Galerica took carc how-

ever to see him buried at last,

Such was the deplorable end of that eme
peror in the fifty-fifth vear of his age. Vitel-
ltus was indebted to others for every thing he
possessed. It 1 was not by his personal merit,
but in virtue of his futher’s nume and reputa-
tion, that he obtained the consulship, several
priesthoods, and a distinguished rank in the
city and senate.  Those who raised him to the
empire did not know him. It is very remark-
able that, cowardly as he wus, he was better
beloved by the troops than many of the great-
est and best generals had ever been. It must
however be owned, that he was open and li-
beral, virtues which easily ruin a prince, when
not conducted swith prudence and diseretion,
He thought to make and gecure himself friends

by

* Lt vnlgue eadem provitate inveetabatur interfectum,
qua foverat viventem,  fluc.

+ Consylatum, Sacerdotia, nomen locumque inter pri-
mores, nulla sua industria, sed cuncta patris claritudine
adeptus.  Principatum ei detulere qui ipsum non nove-
rant.  Studig exercitus 1are cuiquani bonis artibus qu «sita
perinde adfuere, gquan hinie per ignaviam. Inerat ta-
yen simplicitas ae liceralitas, quee, ni adsit modus, in
exitium vertnutur. Amicitins din magmitadine inunerun,
non constantin. mormn, continere putnt, mertit mngis
guam habut,  Reipnblie © haud dubie intererat Vitellinm
vinci: sed imputare perfidiom mon po sunt qui Vitellinm
Y esputiano prodidere, quum a Galba discivissent  fae









594 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

A.R.s20.were only broke ; and it was without any man-

A.C. 69.pier of necessity that the former killed him-
sclf. His colleaguc cnjoyed his life and liberty
in peace.

Before I proceed to Vespasian’s reign, I
ought to give an account of some forcign
wars, which more properly belong to Vitel-
liug’s. Such were those in Meesia and Pon-
tus: but especially the nether Germany was
disturbed by a most violent war, which com-
municated to a part of Gaul; and, procecd-
ing from the intestine divisions and troubles
of the Romans, after causing them very great
losses, not without some mixture of shame and
ignominy, could not at last be ended but by
the restoration of the empire to tranquillity and
good order, under the government of Vespa-
sian. I shall begin with the slight insurrec-
tions in Maesia and Pontus, which will require
but few words.

SCCT.



Book XIV.3 VITELLIUS. 335

SECT. III.

Incursions of the Dacians into Masia stopt by
Mucian.  Insurrection in Pontus, quelled by
Vespasian. Civilis, a Balavian, makes his
nation revolt,  The Romans driven out of the
Batavianisland. Civilis attempls o gain over
the Gauls.  Another Victory gained by Civilis

_ over the Romans. Iight Balavian cohorts,
old troops, who had long scrved in the Roman
armies, join Civilts. He malkes all his troops
swear allegiance to Vespasian. He besieges the
camp of Vetera. Flaccus marches to succour
the besieged. Seditions perpetually breaking
out. Ilaccus retreats, and Vocula remains at
the head of the enterprize. New sedilions. It
cursions of the Germans in alliance with Creilis,
Civilis allempts in vain o force the camp of’
Vetera. ‘The news of the battle of Cremona
known in Germany. Civilis's inlrigues to raise
the Gauls. Civilis detaches part of his army to
attack Vocula. Combat inwhich the Romans
are conquerors. Pocula gains a sccond viclory
hefore Vetera ; and males the enemy raise the
siege.  Vocula loses the firuil of his viclorios.
The camp of Vetera besteged again. Another
Sedition.  Flaccus is killed by his soldiers.
What ensued after Flaccus's death, till the res
volt of the Gauds.

HFE. Dacians, ever uncasy, theupht of A-R.82v.

taking up arms again the moment they ,n;;r;;:,;:;

were delivered from fear by the absence of the o the n

Masian army, gone to attack Vitellius.  They iy "

remained quiet however some time longes, "opt by
. Luewoan.
walting 2. 1 ¢
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was often of great scrvice in the German wars. A. R.820.
They had likewise gained great honour in Bri- A« €. 69.
tain, and I have several times bad occasion
to speak of cight Batavian cohorts, who, be-
ing attached as auxiliaries to the fourteenth le-
gion, became its rivals and enemies. Their
cavalry was excellent, and used to swim over
the Rhine without a2 man’s quitting his horse
or arms, or cven breaking his rank.

The most illustrious of that nation, at the
tune I am speaking of, was Claudins Civilis,
distinguished above all for his high birth, be-
ing of royal descent 3 his pasonal bravery, and
endowments of mind, fertile, cunnmmyg, and
active ; we are not niuch acquainted with bis
name, thongh he deserves to be as well known,
as most of the greatest generals recorded 1n
history.

He had reason not to be satisfied with the
Romans. His brother Julius Paulus, falsely
accused of treason, had been put to death by
order of Fonteius Capito, who commanded in
lower Germany before Vitellius. I have ob-
served elsewhere, that Civilis was himsclt
danger of sullering the same fate.  Ilis resent-
ment for his brother’s death, and lus own peril,
induced him to seize the opportunity of the
civil war to take revenge.  But he was too
cunning to act openly, or warn the Romans to
look upon him as an enemy, and treat him as
such by n manifest rebellion,  Sertorius and
Hanmbal were the models he proposed (o ini-
tate, intending to be like them for wrts and
stratagems, ws he was i his fuee, for he too
had but one eye. He therefore resolved to
work underhand, and hide his play.  Accord-

) mgly
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R.8320. confusion, that may be imagined in such a case,
C.69-and without any other advantage to the Ger-
mans, than that of fatigning their adversaries.
At breuk of day the Batavians relieved the
Germans, and brought forward a wooden tower
two storics high, which was soon broke to pieces
by the poles and beams the RRomans battered
it with, Its fall terrified the Batavians, and at
that instant. the besicged made a vigorous sally,
They likewise made use of 1 machine, the ellect
of which was very singular. It was a kind of
. harpoon fastened to a lever, one end of which
was within the wall of the camp. The harpoon
being thrown out, catched one or more of the
epemies, and with the help of a counterpoise
that was let full at the same time, carrted them
up into the air, and tossed them into the eapmp.
Civilis, tired with the bad success of all his
attick, blocked the camp up again; and pre-
tending to aet for Vespasian, privately sounded
the besieged, promising them great matters if
they would abandon Vitellius's party, but in
reality intending to lead them much farther, if

he could make them take that first step.
e b What I have hitherto said, relating to Civi-
tle of Cre.118’s war, happencd before the hattle of Cre-
ey in moua, the news of which was sent to Germany
tiermany. by Antonius Primus, whose letters on that oc-
casion were accompanied with an order made
by Cacina n quality of consul.  The bearer of
those diwputches was, as I have said, Alpinus
Montanus, an officer of the conquered troops,
who, having been present, could attest the truth

of fucts.

Sa, imporiant an event, by which the dispute
hetween Vitellius and Vespasian was decided,
ought

A
A
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AR.£20. the chains T was nmyscll loaded with when
A.C.69.¢ the furious armies of Germany demanded
“my daath, 1 have a natural nght to re-
“ venge, wud that 1s the motive that stirs me
up.  You 100, inhabitane of Treves, and all
“ ye Gauls, subjject 10 the » ke, what atone-
“ ment do you expect for that bivod so often
sbed 1In behail of the Nonians? An ungrate-
ful service, never ceasing tributes, all the ri-
gouwrs of yhels and ases, and a necessity to en-
dure every cuprice ol the tyrants Rome sends
you, under the names of generals and gover-
nors 3 those are the returns you meet with,
Reflect on the esxample I set you. 1 was no
more than praecfect of a cohort 5 and with the
sole assistuance of the Caninefates and Data-
vians, few in number when compured with
“ the rest of the Gauls, I humbled our masters,
“ took their camps, and now hold them be-
“sicged.  What risk do we run in shewing
“ our bravery ? Lither we shall recover our li-
“ berty, or, if conquered, can but return to
“ our foimer state.”  This speceh made an im-
pression on Montanus @ he returned after suf-
tering himself to be quite gaincd over, and
bringing back an answer concerted with Civi-
115, concealed the vest, to buve the better op-
portunity to practisc upon his countyymen, and
t"_‘f'if: de- lead them on to the steps they soon took.
e I thie mean time Civilis prosecuted the war
wvtaat with vigour, and being well acquainted with
e, Con- the misintelligence that subsisted between the
bt in  Baman soldiers and their laders, be thought
Wonans  NiM-elf strong enough to divide his troops into
ween {wo dTodies, one of which was to attack Vri)-
¥ - cule

(13

-

‘

-

L3

-
-

L3

-

(13












366

HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

AR.s20.0bstruct it, for he had not yet had time to re-
A. C. 62 pyair hic L G =
pair his late losses. But the second was not so

Anonther
sedition,
Tlaceus is
Lillud by
hin sols
diors,

fortunate. Civilis attacked it between Vetera
and Gelduba, and 1f the Roman detachment
was not entirely defeated, it was owing to the
night that put an end to the fight, but ther
return however was cut ofl.  Vocula marched
out of the camp to save his convoy, and try
to force the passes ; on which the Batavian im-
mediately hud siege aguin to elera. By that
means, all the advantages Voeula had gained
vanmshed, and tlungs returned to the same
situation in which they were before.  They
grew even worse.  The Roman commander
abandoncd Gelduba, and retired to Nuys: on
which Civilis took possession of tie post he
had left, and fought a battle with his horse
near Nuys, wherein he had the advantage.
The Bomaus had not only the nustortunes
of war, but the evils of scdition likewise to
endure. When Vocula left [/ etera, he took
with Inm, besides his own army, two detach-
ments of the fifth and filteenth legions, muti-
hous, intractable troops, ever ready to rebel
against their commanders.  He had ordered a
thousand of them to go with him 3 but a greater
number sct out, exclumimy openly during
their march, and saying, they were resolved
not to sufler any longer, the miseries of funiine,
and the treachery of their commanders. On
the other hand, those that remained behind,
complained of bemg weakened by the loss of
their comrades.  From thenee arose a double
sedition, at the very moment of their depar-
ture, some wanting to keep Vocula with them,
and others refusing to return back.
I have
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A:R.820. Vocula led them direetly towards the city of

A. €. 69- Mentz, at that time besicged by an army of
“ Catti, Usipid, and Mattiac, all German people,
wretched troops, fitter to plunder and lay waste
a country, than te carry en a siege. On the
news of Vocula’s approach they uhimediately
dispersed.

But he was in much greatél danger from
the Gauls, who had leng been solicited by
Civilis te revelt, and accordingly did after
Flaccus's death. As that event, by which
the shame and misfortune of the Germanic
legxens was aggravated, happened under Ves-
pasian’s reign, I shall give an account of it in
his life, -after first relating what passed in
Rome, and the rest of the empire, immedi~
atcly after Vitellius’s death,

THE END OB THE FIFTI VOLUME,
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