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with the "Big Bartha". For tTro Yrocks t110 sl1cll dropped regularly, Bltd only 
tho air raids scrvod to roliovo the monotony. Tho .Americans were requirod 
to go to the French Abris during· air raids and many interesting ovonings 
wore passed in thoso places singi1ig American Rag Time and French Classics. 

. In tho meantime trork progressed rapidly at Can p Cottquidan. The han 
gars e..~d flying field were put in shapo for systematized work. Ground was 
brol:on for tho ma.chino ship which in a short tim~ -vre.s fully oquipped 1-rith 
a oomploto line or ma.ch.in~ tools a11d accessories~ but the ·. engine to run tl1e 

. shop waJlacking and could no~ bo located ~~til a ntunber of Trooks later it 
. YtaS i'ourld at tho balloon school. Tho vhirr or pulleys and slap or bolt~ lras 

music to tho enrs of ' tho machinists. With tho turn of tho i'irst pulley, 
11ork ·camo in a steady strorun and pick nnd shove+ vror~ forgotto~. This IIl.£!.­
chino shop took c.a.ro ·of thG balloon school worlc, the Artillery Can;> \'fork, 
and the airplane• e...Yl.d transportation vork for the Aviation Camp. It is 
noedless to ba said to the credit of this shop .that a complaint was never 
made of Yrork done. Captain W. TI. Sau.i...,,dors 7tr1, F . 1'1. . -v;a.s Conunanding 0£_£1-
cor of tho ca:iip until hi~ doparturo for tho £ront -rrhon Lieutennnt R~od 
succooded hin1 • . First Lieu~. Harold Wilder repla.cod ·Liout. Rood short~y 
ai'terrro.rds us Conunanding Ofticcr. 

-
About this timo tho lJD.scot craze l1i t co.mp and oach squad had it's pot 

sounds wore hoard at night arou.11.d tho camp that night well have bo~n mis.­
taken as coming r1·om th~ cages of "Ringling. Brothers" or "Bar ?}.um and Bailey". 
The co.mp boasted eleve11 dogs of sundry color a~d dispoditio11S • tlµ-oo goats 

.. Tri th and Yri thout horas, o~e . Magpie named "l!ag", four ground hogs , two fox 
£our ducks, five chickens, a , hoot qvrl, t vro ra~its and Trcasle. l!o~t of the­
se mascots mot \most untimely hands~ fo~ tho iroaslo ate tho -magpio, half of 
tl1edogs died f'roo drinkinf the,, camp rm tor and the other half died from the . 
effect! of Croolino baths given, thom for tho French Itch. Ono goat lost 
it's li:f'o at tl10 ha.i.~ds or sorgeanli I~ilpatrick and an automatic• tl1e other 
two lost their lives one artornoon af't,or had eaten a lower aoroplano .Tring 
for suppor. Thoso two goats werQ last soon hoadod i nto the officers mess 
flanked by brO'm1 gravy and grocn · pua~. Tho French Chef proparod tho meat 
as voal a.nd th<3 orficer~ ato it a.ftor having ~urned it baclc J!reviously · . 
because i trms goat :m.oat .• · L~euteno..'Ylt Foucha.rd, the School Supply Officer, 
1'rl10 ovmod l'To.imie bof'oro her ~ m1timoly dan ieo said it -rms lil:e eating a 
.friend to oat th.o poor goat 1 but ho 1ro..s a.round for seconds just the sruno • . 
'11ho t1'ro fox 11oro :sold to the Balloon Scl1ool at a profit that goos to 
show that all profiteers aro not .out of tho army yet. · The owl eloped with 

. an owl from another neighborhood, while tlid -rabits ~~t to the floeh pot 
when ratio~s Yrere lo~v. The chickens · made ott mysteriously just about the 
timo tho Colorod Ini'an.try pulled .out for the front. Tho ground hogs were 
lost in the shuf'flo. ~oro today; gone tomorrow : C'est la Guerr~! 

About sevon brigades Yrore trail1ed at tho First Artillery Aor~al Ob­
sorvation School in tho use or sorial adjustmont of artillery firo, by . 
planes mai ntai nod and isont up for Tro1'k by tho n1cmbors of flight B OOOth~ 
Squadrqn. In spito of handicaps undor 1Tich work~ · Ttas carriod on all re- . 
glagos, photographic missions, roco1~~aissancos otc. w~ro carried out on 
shedule time. This iro.s duo in no em.all way to tho constant of'forl and 
pairustel:in£ care of tho n1ocl-ia.nics in both the ropair shop and cra-,ys that 
cru.--od f61 .. tho aoropla.\'les . Tl1e !?ilote who ca.mo to tl10 scl1ool have a.lr.ays 
spbkon of tho worl~ done by tho mechm. ics ae tho most consoiontious work 
that had evor boon do110 on tl1oir plano:s. • u 

Fivo smnshos at the school t:or~ dua in noarly every caso to tho nar­
rat7 limits of ~ tho flying field. Licutonant Foucchard had tho .first acci: 
dont with First Lioutonant Joo G. Bstoll Jr as his pilot. First I,iouto­
nanl liorma.n E . Fallot had tho second accident. Tho 011ly casualty in .a11 

accident at tho Fiold was that ~t First Lioutonant Janos A. O'Dani~l, Int, 
Ol>sorvor 1rl10 m\s l:illod i11 a Caudron 15.a.chino with Licutanant Sam L. Mathew3 
as pilot . Tll() tlB.chine Tront into a vrille and f'ailod to como out. Tho pilot 
i as vory slieht injurod. 
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In IJJ.y, 1918 a now Artillery Aoria.l Obsorv~tion School, lcnorn1 9.8 tho 
Fourth Artillery Aorial Observation Sol1ool 118.S sta.rtod a.t lloucon about 46 
milos rrost of Coctquidan. First Lioutcna.l!-t ?!o:nnan E, Fo.llot Tras so11t to . 
~oucon with s<r1on mon to start tho school~ . havi1i.g wi~h him Supply Sorgeant 

• Jolm F. Jonos. wl10 lf8.S also aati11g as First Sergeant, Sergoa11t la.jor and .. 
Fiold Chiof. Reveille wi t11 a con1pru1y i'ront of sovon mon •ms h~ld 'Tl1onovor 
the Acting Top Sor~oant could get his cl1nrgos out of thoir bunks. Tl'lis 11~ 
usually aoco~plishod by threatening to r:iake thom go without braakfaot! An 
avo~age of 25 enlisted men 11oro tak:en fro1n cootquidan for tl10 work at 11ou­
con, oxchangos or porso1inel being mnde trom. timo to time. An average of 
oight planes T:-ore used at !.Ioueon nnd 18 pla.nos a.t Coetquidan~ 

Tho school o.t "l ~oucon -vras supplied with e.oroplanas i'rom Cootquida~ 
In a short timo tho narr school -rra.s doing it 1 s :nhodule or work: ail.d every­
thing yra.s rtmning smoothly. Classes of observor? roportod o.nd woro trainod 
and in addition to our drills in tho morning bofora breakfast wo gave up 

"sane of our loisure l1ours on more than one occasion to o.ct as nAdvan&ing 
Inf'antrylt in order to give tha observor:s an opportunity to observo infantry 
le.is:> n with flares e..i-id panol sig1iala bofore thoy loft for tho front. Wo . 
felt gratified af'torrrartis to road tho namo of soino of thoso obsorvors mon­
tion~d in citations, Somo of thom he.vo ma.do tho supremo sacrafioe • 

... 

In july tho "SfJani~h Flu11 hit our n1idst and · iri. thr~o · days only i'ive 
men wore left in tho mon Is bnrrack:s. At that tim.o littlo Tras kno1T.L1. of this 
disease but tl10 _!cdical Off'icors h.andlod it '\Toll .and in a. short timo all 
of tl10 men ho.d rocovcrod and work o.t the crunp 1ro.s rooumod, 

Tho French iassion dotailod a French Officer to tho schoo~ as an 
instructo~ • . Lieutenant Bacholior pla..'1nod a..~d put into oporation allot · 
tho Artillery Aerinl Obsorvation Schools. Lieutonant Burniorvras perma­
nont Frcr.ch Instructor for obsorv-ation and he 1·;as favorabl~ kno1n1 ror his 

0 
.. ab lo locturee on storoptican vi07Ts • Lieutenant Burnier was~~ator suoceodod 

by Lioutonant Schavan..~o also of tho French Army who roma.inod at tho school 
until tho signing of tho nrmistioo by Germany. .. . 

In tho month of July sevqral Caudron Aoroplanes n-oro added to tho ~ 
flying equipment of tho school, replacing tho Farm.ans which we £otmd there 
upon roporting for duty. Our joy at tho arrival of tho .f.'oniation or Co.u­
drons lThichworo being doliverod to tho school 1'8.S marred by th~ death 0£ 

First Lioutonant James A. 0 1Dnbiol uho lost his lifQ July 27th., 1918 as 
a result of a vrillo. Tho following do.y wo attond<3d our firct liilitary 
Funeral. As wo stood bosido tho open gravo with planos circ~ing ovorh~a.d 

u and hoa.rt the last noto of "Taps" dio aTray, many of us wore .. brought to 
sober roa.lizatio11 t~t lifo . is uricortain in tho Air Service, whothor t11c 
pilot bo on duty a squa.dro11 a.t tho f'ront or further be.cl<: in t110 training 
aroa. Tho death or Lioutonant· 0 1Daniol coming suddonly as it did wa~ a 
blo1r to avor-; i.i.an and ofi'icor at tho post. , It 1ras t.t tho FirtJt 1~rtillory 
Acrinl Obsorvation School that tho Caudron G-3 was proved to be aa woll 
ndoptad to nrtillory rcglago vork aB to the training or studont pilots • . 
Thoy w~ro strong enough for aorobatics, and in spito of contrary orders. 
wo woro troatQd to 1nany thrills by various pilots who had rorriod the 
plane~ from Tours to our School. On Ootobor Ist.~ 1918 Flight "c" of the 
35lst. Aoro Squadron roportod to roliovo our flight. Ai'tor several vooka 
or trainine; 011 our planos, 170 turned tho schools o.t l!ouoon and Cootquid.an · 
ovor to thom 11ith many 1·rorda or oo.ution · about tho mulish cho~istry of oach 
aoroplano. On October 25th., thoy tendored ue a faro-woll banquot in tho 
Looturo !Tall. On October 28th., '\TO slung our po.eke and boarded the French 
Train for Bo.rdeawc to rofioin tho IIoadquartors ~light at tho Second Artillo­
ry Aorial Obsorvntion School. On October 9th., First Lieutoilant Loui E. 

. LindoI:lfl.nn 1:-ho had boon Comma.ndinc; Oi'f'ioer most of the tim~ ~inoo tho Squa-
• dron had boon eoparatod into flights in Fobruary was~ransforrod from our 

orc;ar.ization to tl10 35lot. Aoro Squa.drol'l a.~ Cornlrul.nding Of'£io~r ,nth sta­
tion at l:!ouoon. Sooond Lieutenant Theodor II. llittendorf' roplacod Liouto­
na..~t Lindomann as Commandin~ Officer of .tho FliGht and accompaniod \ue to 



-4- 'I: ·"' .. . .. 
- . ~ 

Bordoaux. 110 woro issuod riflos, gas masks , and tin hats for tho trip - ~nd 
marched aTray 1rl.th tho choors 0£ tho 35lst. Squadrqn ringing in our ears,­
tho first roal choor 110 hn.vo roooivod in tho Army, as all of our provious 
movos lad boon mndo .in 9ovrooy. Qur only rogrot in loaving tho~amp rras 
in loaving our Commanding Officor; Lioutonant Loui E. Lindoma.rin bohind. We 
ontr~inod at one o'clock and made tho journoy to Bordoaux without incident. 
T ruoks wore Tro.i ting £or us wl1on 'iTo roa.chod Bordoaw: a. t 3 o 1 o loclc in tho 
morning and a short ride through th~ night brought us to tho Camp at tho 
Second Artillory Aerial Observation School uhare we wore again o.mong frionds • 

. 
IIISTORY OF .FLIGHT 11 011 80oth., Aoro Roapir Squo.dron • . 
• -- .. . -

Doc. 15t~., 1918. 
' . .. " .. - . 

On Fobrua17 a> th., 1918' WO of i'light 11011 800th.' A.oro Repair Squa.dron . 
having been duly orgo.nixod .. at st. lla~xant and nssomblod Yrith Ist--.Lt. l.~ 
Chapman as Commanding Officer, and 2nd. Lt. · Harold l!oa.d aG Engineering Of'fi­
cor, bid farewoll to tho oth~r Flights and bagru1 at once to make a history 
for oursolvos. Orring to inadoquato tra.~sportation our dopnrturo £or tho · 
Zono of Advtineo vras dolayod soma thirty six hours. Thoro woro no guards 
on our cars; wo were prisonors no longer. This froodom was graotly app~e~ 
ciatod and holped us to -;rithste.nd tho journoy sla~ping in l1a.t ~acks ~d .. 
improvised bods. Yfhe~ our dast3=nation Tra.sreaol1ed, Lo Valdaho11, Doubs, four 
men Trore quo.:r;antinod Tri th oumps, but on accotu1t of our provious condition 
of sorvitudc, qu~ra11tinos Trcro not o. nerr oxperionco. 

-
Somo hours be£oro roaching our objective rain began to fall but, as 

WG progrodsed eastward and ascended in altitude this cond~nsod 1imto snmT 
and f'ormod into a hoavy compact I:lllss l7hich at Lo Valdahon, vo found to bo 
a foot in dopth and still growing doopar. This 11as our first impression 
of our now homo and the offect was tho groatar sinco rre had ontrainod 

· amid tho i'ragro.nco of 'flowors and blossoms in a. sootion Trl1ora sno·.r is sol-
dom soon. • 

Bur our rocoption haro soon shattorod ou~ improssion of u11ploasantnos3. 
Trucks fro~ tho noar by Artillory Camp mot us ~~ ~pe station and vro woro 
guests of Headquartors Co .17th. Field Artillery~ ~ warm supper o:rtaitod us 
and thon an oxtra blankot and a ~ubstantial iron cot with a raal cotton 
mattress , unquostichably tha best bod 11e had had in tha Anny, Tho noA'i;, dny 

. Tm~ sunda.y 011d goos don11' in histor~r as the .day 11e recoivod tho bost moal 
in throo :rr.onths. · 011 ... . That day also 170 had tho most thorough batl1 we) 1Jnd ... 
oxporioncod since tho days nt Garde~ City, L. I. All day lon& the en.arr 
foll and tl10 wintry _winds blow, but held no torror for us. 170 i·;oro obli­
vious to such trifles a.s tro strappod storios -vr~th our norr .found f'rionde 
,M.and anjoyod thoir hospitality to tho fullo.st, not lcnoi.Ting and littlo 
onrin~ what tho r.io~row might bring forth. 

. . . 
Tho Aviation CalJl.p which vra.s to be, nnd still is, our homo as woll ao 

t~e Ileadquo.rters of the Fifth Artillery Aerial Observation School is eitua­
ted about t'l'fo n·1~s from .tho Artillery Camp and coneistod in thoso days · 
of ono s~ll flylng fiold, folµ- oxtrem.oly dirty and badly battorod Adrian 
barracks, four canvas hangars, and ona half starvod dog which rro oallod 
BordGaux in honor of our mothor organization. Tho porsonnol 0£ tho Fif'th 
Autill ory Aerial Obsorv~tion School at that timo oonsistod of only- ono pilot~ 
and three onli~tod mon of a. · photoGraphic dotachmont. So whon in !i1-iglo 
filo vith our packs on our backs we tra~lod C1Vor across the fiolds ru1d hills 
from tho Artill~ry Co.mp and roportod for duty, our arrival was hailod with 
considorablo favor. · 

Our attontion wae first direote~ to tho barracks whore woro to spond 
th<l nigh.t. Thou had boo11 latel~r talcon ovor from the> French~ but from all 
appoarancos had boon un.oocupiod for months. Doors hung in a dolapidat~d . 
oonditio1t from ainglo hingo:s. Mud a.'11'\d dust oovorod tho floor to a depth 
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of sovoral inchos • and coal h.ad boon l1ao.pod in a corn.or of' tho sl~oping 
quart ors for the on.k:e or convoniol.too, It saomod e.s th<?uglt thoy ho.d boon 
given ordors to 11 polioo up" tho uholo caL,_p and villa.go• nnd dump it in yho 
barracks about to bo oooupiod by .tho lunoricans. Cnns, bottles, o..~d piooes 
of 1rrockago woro scattered promisoiously. To aver mako it ovon a hnl.f 
tmy docont placo to, live in soomcd n hopeless o.nd impoGaible task • 

. 
But 110 soet to work -rrith a Trill and a detarmination. somo wielded 

brooms TI"hilo others picked up bottlos or mended doors. "No soon had a 
coal bin constructed nnd the coal in its proper plac~. A dotnil T~s ocnt 
for somo of t11os~ above montionod iron cots and cotton n1.0.ttrossaf:, but th<l 
one truck 110 had. ran out of gasoline half a milo from ca.mp andt it had 
to rm1 tho rcrnaining distnnoo throu5h t110 raud o.:nd slush on mn.11 parror. 
Subsoquont loads woro haulod b~,. slou moving 0::{0n th:_tiougl1 all concornod 
a.greed the:t, they -rroro better o.nd ovo11 fnstor than l}.umru1 motor trucl~s. Othor 

. d0tails hauled tho kitchen supplies, sot up stovos, nado bo11cl1cs nnd tablos 
ru1d i:did overytl1ing in gonera.l. Tho ·rrorl-= ue ncconplishod 1Ta.s m.arvolous and 
surprising. 

.. 
For tho noA-t foTT days. ospocinlly sinco tho sncnT .~Re covorod tho 

ground• notltlng but porsonal 1rorl~ tras carriod on. Genius ~'rl.d individuality 
bogan to crop out on ovary hand. Sholv3s Trcro constructod, 'trash boarda de­
visod, pictures colleotod a11d photographs rosurroctcd~ Every man, ,_.,triod his 
his i~vontivc skill and n sort of competition sprang up botwccn thom, Ori-

~ ginally in docoratiV'9ability produced some 'U.t.!ique nnd bonutif'ul d0signe 
and hour habitation dovoloped into a real hon1e. Our li·t:,tle 11ome in th~ 
Alps as it wcro. 

Th~ four barrncks w~ro ovorha.ulod a.nd put in a good condition and 
stocked '\Tith tho fi11ost furnituro tl1a.t good tools anc! tho active imagina­
tion of our carpenter a.1,.tis~s could produce. · A. bath houso of six sh01rers 
Tras built and f'ittos for hot and cold rmte,,r, Tho l~itcl10!1 was romodoled 
and covorod ;rith tar paper. 1'..n officer's rocroation IIut i·ms built and fit­
tod with furniture. Ou~ or c~nos gradunlly camo order and system and af£i­
oioncy. As a moss hall. half of one of tho barracks 'ras rofloorod ond tho 
othor ha.li' ·rras fittod up for tl1e Enliatod l~cn 1 s Rocroation Room. 

But in tho meo.ntimo ou-\:,s ide construction and improvomont did not sur­
fo~. Tho:Jo Trho coulq 'nt or Wouldn't ca.rpontor or lToro othorvriso unfortu.~a­
tc, uoro givon picks, shovols and whool barrows and curoi'ully instruotod 
as to their uso, though samo considcrod suoh i~formo.tion ontircly unnccossa­
ry in vie~ 0£ past o;cpcrionoos. For some days no ur~ing Tms noodad n..~d it 

. ·•ro~t well, so Trell in fact that casos of ovor zoalousnoss and suporflous 
ambition r.oro quito froquont a.~d nro on record. lJnoii.g thom is that or a 
dcto.il -rthich cartod rocl= from tho most disto.nt s·tono l7o.ll or t11e reserva­
tion though· many 'Vtalls "'il'o ro moro conveniont. .Anothor ee.so of note tolls 
horr one holo -r.asdug to got rnntorio.l to fill o.11otl1er o..nd them in turn a 
hill lovolod dOTin to fill the socond hilo. Sovoral hundred yards 0£ subs-

• te.ntio.l rock vmllco 1·roro mado and lon{; st~ch of road .. built to tho villago 
and railroad station and lovolod w~th a ~torun roller, borrmrod from tho t 

'Enfiinoors ·and Chauffcrod by ono~\Jur mombors. I~ ia ostilr..atod that 2700 
c~d! of crut!hod rook we>ro usod in thies manner, all of •rhioh :woro ~xoava­
tcfd and sproe.d by mombors of tho flight in the days that ovory shovol full 
or stono holpod to i:rin th" r.ar. Tho job outlo.spod tl10 zonl of tho shove­
lers hm·rovor nnd tho familiar nigl\t1naro Tras trall::s which strotchf3d atray ror ­
milos n.nd ondod onl:,r in pita and rook quarrios, A conpleto sEmerago sys­
tom uac cons truotod which.co~sistod or two pipo lines t..nd two daop coss­
pools dug in tho rock tritl1 m.ucl1 expondituro of enorgy and som.o .dync.inito, 
Tl1oso coaepools woro the wondors a..-.,,d adm.irD..tion of tho nativce • though 
disastrous to one "potit garcon" • Ho co.mo up gaeping for broo,th omitting 
s~eet essonoo or ro!os nnd roqu1Ded assistance , n bath, a.~d a chru1go of 
clothes . Ylo havo boon on oxcollont torms with tho inh~bita~ts or the 
villaco ever since that notnblo a:nd heroic evont . 

Dl.tr·ing t 10 tirno th~t those hocosaary c.nd eig:i.if'icant ha.pp ninr;s voro 
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in progrosn Lioutonan.t 1.1ond unc origa.god in n raomcntous tasl: of waighing 
our various qualifications Ellld giving each man ono or two porso~al 9 1ntor­
viowa. It was thon t.hat a. ne-rr buncl1 wo.s dovclopod Yrhich in oontravontion 
to the pick-a:id-shovol gang wan quito i'n..tllinrly knomi ns tho "motor dota1111 

This detail consisted of six mon, pick~d in the ma..'tlnor indio~tod nnd their 
ohiof duties soomod to bo to toar do'ml, miscroooopically oxrunino and roas- . 

, tonible ono poor unoi'fcnd.ing rotary motor at 10ant once daily • . This motor 
11a.s to be kept undor loolt and k:oy oxcopt during rrorking hours, and s omo or 
the favored nombors of this d~tail took apooial dlight in e'drl.biting and 
CA-plaining its dolicato mochanism to their friends. ~or selecting and 

~ dosigning th411otor detn~l, . Lieut. ·Mon.d '\'n\S transfarrod on l!a:ch 2oth1 

• • :5 

On l1o.rch 26th., twolv9 man wera cialled to Tours for training a.long 
thoir spocial linos at tho Third 1-:..viation Instruction C~ntor and to uis 

ware co?Neniently knOTm as tho "D.S. 11 Gang" whicli Tms roughly dividog. into 
tTTo details ono boing tho much oxplnindd t'..nd oluoidated mo~or det~il, and 

• tho remaining eil' the -!n?lano dote.1111
• • On arrival at Tours, thoy wore 

~ttacgod to tho 98th~ Aero Squndron for rations only. Boing thore for ins­
tructions on Soprrith Planes and t110 Lo Rhono Roto..riJ 120 H.P. motor, they 
'\Tor~ privilo~ed charnotors ond roamod tho grounds. Tho motor dotail epont 
time in tl10 shop '\'rl1cro thoy obsorv.ed tho innor worl::ings of tho pistons, 

• so'1vod tho myetory of tho onas and rockor arms; loe.rn~d t11e rine points 
or. valve grinding, cor.iplotc ovorhauling n11d tosti11g or motor:s, At times 

•·thoy took e. tui~n on th~iold at "trouble shootine;" r.horo tho difficulty .. 
:must bo located_ and repaired in a minuto, "Tho plano detail" gloanod 
valuablo infon.i.ation i11 tho dope sl1op Trhcro -rrings rroro patohod or built 
B.nOlT ttnd in t110 hM{;O.r S m1oro thoy lroro 11 lined up" tho !l. ilorons made to 
n droop" tl10 leadi11g odgos to 11 star;gor11 nnd corrections m.ado for torqn 
in moasur~mcnts of millir:lotors. By such intonsive methods somo of these 
mon in timo bocwn.0 so provicient nnd saturntod with know-ledge that thoy ~ 
took turna stnnding ravoillo or mcn~God to get on a niGht cr~"t'T. ltaitr hoa~­
konod to t110 tempting call of the Y .I.!.C.1' •• during ,.,orl:ing hours and somo, 
mninto..ining that t11ay alroady krioy; 011ough, vtroto ou1· c.o. advising that 
thoy bo rocallcd to Lo Valdahon. 

. 
L. Whilo the tra.inill['; of the D.S. Gang w~s progressing ao e:atisfactorily, 

~ thot~omaindor or t110 flight conti11ued at·'11'0rk adding tho i'hli ts or their 
l c.bor and t110 result of tl1oir acl1iovon1ont to hi~tor~r· Tl1us ce1~ain. ones 
proceeded to Co~onboy los Bollos nnd r eturned u ith throe Fiat ono and ono 
half ton trucks,, a Fiat touring c o..r and a I!o.rlcy Davis l.!otorc~l~ o..s ovi­
donco of their victory. Also about this time six Soprrith planes, arrivod 
by rail 'tmd woro unloaded in th<3 ha1-igars by tl'io romD.indor or the flight 
to await tho hc~p of t110 student mochanics, vho Trould comrorl th~m into 
livo, pulsati1-ig,, almost hu1nan a.gents or usofulnoss .f'ittod for duty 011 lug~. 

During this timo we loat ono of our mombers Sgt. Leonard L. Scott. 
It was ono 0£ tho aaddost incidents in tho carcor or tho Flight. His 
mon1ory is chorisl1od bi,r ovary mombor of the organization, 

.. . . . 
Ob Apr. 21st.~ tho n.s. Gang roturned and fivo days lnter, Liout. 

Stun1card ma.do tl1c first flight. Fla.nos 110ro ass;gned to tho mochanioa 
nnd riggers and wirolcss oquip~ont _ installod. On April 25th. Lioutenant 
Wo.l tor E. Dove arrived to to.le~ cha.rge of tho ?.!oohanical Dopo.rtmcnt nnd 
a ropair !hop and gar ago wan constructed, Tho achool oftioially oponod 
on .l.Ay 17tl1. ~ 1918 and tho iTorl: undsrto.kon wo.e artillory reglag() and nu­
tiorous photographic missions for tho Artillo~J at tho inain ca."!lp. About _ 
this time wo nll pitohod in and ~Ade gnrdan. ~t proved to ba n auccoss f • 

and iro are still lltl.ving 11 .french fries 11 for broc.l:taf!t, . . 
. 

Tho flyi?lb field ~s f'oun4 to ·bo in e. vory U.l"l.ovon cqnd.itio~, but waa 
lovelod off by ecrapore, picks, shovols and steam rollor, which, guided 
b~r our able on&i.noor inado an attempt to demolish tho ba.tl1 houso and a lmost 
suocood~d. On Jul'lo 15~h., tho _first ~lcaves iror G zrant od nnd the ganz .star­
tod for th" front, Aix, Dinard, Nice, Da ria and ot l1er pc.rtis of tra.'1.oo, and 
i·oturr.ed onolling tho o.dvcntages oi' thia or tho.t loo.vo cantGr. 

• 
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Tho first orash occurred lato in June as a rosult of ~n attempt 1m 

talco off afior c. i'orcod landing. The plano was put through our ropo.ir shop 
e.i1d came out tho batter for tho souffle • 

. July 4th. li8.S observed by ovoryono to.ldng a holiday; tl'lO trucks pul­
lod out or ca.inp fillod with joy mekors ready for anything and found it. So­
me l~t\t to tl10 Slriss Fro11tior, others to Console.tion, o.nd still e.i1othor 
truck to tho oity of Basa.110011, ~To sho1;od the Fre9nch .natives ju.st how to 
proporly celebrat~ national holidays . Oh ,July 14th., tho Franch national 
holiday tho 4~2th. EscadrillG nt Tar~~noy, which protocts Bose.neon from 
Boch~ raiders, invited our mechanics, to their field for dinner nnd hilari­
tios. It ~as follovfing this colobration that wo bocema bettor acquainted 

, r.ith our noighbore . andpn numerous occaa ons TIC? "policoq. up" tilliod pla. .. 
nos togothor• which consisted of Handley P~gos . Bregots, and Cau4rons. Also · 
vo became n gasoline nnd oil filling station for visiting plana~, and it 
soomed that our lo.nding "T" attracted them, It t'l'aS August 6th., thnt Ist • 
Lioutonant !~ax Chapman was tra.nsf'orrad to Tours much to ottr sinooro ragrQt. 

# Wo gatve him a rousing send off ~nd our good rtisl).es want -rrith him. 

- -
On August 7th., our dual control orashod. It had boen built hare. 

· 1Tith gront cnre and already Qla\brp-o fliors wero loarning to tako off, land, 
noso hor up, bnnk, and control the machine alone. Ylhon .it came to sud­
den ond, it was boyond repair, Soon after the Inspectqr Gonoral of the 
A. E. F. viaisted our crunp ratl1or unexpactodly. Hc;.·rovor, ha found ovorything 
in good co11di tions e..nd tho n1()n e.t skirmish drill -vd th rifles, 

On li.ugust 21st.; tho first ca~e of "Grippo Eap~·o.lo11 wa~ sent to · ~ 
tho hospital, This dis~aso provod to bo very popular. no less than forty 
of our mon contracting it. Twenty siB c&ees 'f!Ore aot~lly sent to t~o 
hospital, Lifo was mado ntl.sorable for doctors, nurses. nnd orderlies, by 
our insistent demands for clothes ·rood, f'iilit, end a discharge from the 
hospital. According to u~ tho ~viation Cnmp was tho only dcoont .c9:l11P in 
France• Tho best .fellovrs # food. and sur·roundings Tt~1--e found the~e, and . 
we wanted to go back. Finally in desperation -rre wore dischttrged• t4c last 
man oomili.g out on September l 7t11. 1jDuring the time we were co11fine4, Lieut­
ne.nt Dove nnd the men who remained in ce.mp furnished us '7ith cal~c. pie 
o.nd f'ru.i t ~ e.lmo st d.aily • 

A ter...nis court tras construotQd by th.e mon o.11d equipment f'ur11isl1ed 
by the officers and many o.n exciting match -vras played betTree11 fatigue 
l1our~. VTe also had ~ volley ball court. Our base ball team and f'ootball 
tea.m iTere the ch.'l.lilpio11s of this post having haver suffered def'eat. There 
is also a sme.11 la.lee near hore whore almost nightly ewrimming partias were 
staged. 

-
For ehtertainmont our hypnotiet hrul a good record, and .found our 

rest room well adapted for his shows, Ceratin nogro entertainers from tho 
Veterinary Corps lef't their songs among us and quito ofteh t11e mechanics 
'!DAY be heard singing them Trhilo nt work. 

Vle mmt to tl\kq this opportunity to reoord the good '\Tork dono by 
the American Rod Cross, ns they have sent us a viotrola~ gemes and mago.,­
zines, ai1d have takon excellent care of our sick members , 

-
The £irst olaso of Student Observers arrived on October Ist, Up 

to this time_lfe had been pulling off roglages for the Ar~illery. With 
tl1e studonte, "Smoke bomb Details" sprang into a::iatenoe, which caused 
the "top" much grief• Thoro \Tore al "'ays forty nine very busy men whon 
he oamc a.round lool~ing for bombers. About thia tima it became tho pain• 
f'ul duty !'or tl10 ontire fifty members to ~o f'orth and harvest our orop 
of "spuds". Tho oxowses offorod were many., but of no nvail . !To gathorod 
some sixty bushels of good Irish potatoe1. 



1 {j 
• The lest day of October tlu·oo ~ore SpP\rith planes nrrived. But the-
se plo.ncs '\Tore equipped 1Ti th Clorget 150 II.P. motours. 

~t wns at thio time when nll felt meohanio~lly inolinod to such an 
extent tho.t an SOS call m.\s made .for l(,r. 's., tho men o.groeinG to hire 
theo. The f irst to anSVTer was a vor~l bright little French youth weighing 
about fifty potmds, and as wo could not &Wltrd Q medal for his courage tre 
ndopted him as l'~ mascot. He bacane _ knomi. as "~ ohnnie Osh." . and his duties 
r.oro to attend reveille, chow culls, look wiso, nnd sing French ~onz~· 
This cftused us to open our hearts and purses for t11e French kids, so rro 
hirod two more "go.rcons" nnd adopted through t11e Stars and Stripes two 
French Ylo.r Orphans. So trucing it all in nll 1 wo nre to.kine ca re of quite 

, • L 

a rerr French orphans. 
. -

On Noverabe~ 11th., to .celebrate the nrmistice,· our~planos did . . 
some night flying, firing Very pistols and raising tl1e· devil in genera.~. 
It vm.s an e11tire success, but one Poilu not lmo1ring the vrar was "finis" 
perci!ted in firing upon our planes •r i ·t:,h tJ. shot gun. 

Of course we did not miss having a real honest to goodness Ameri-
o~ Tli.anks-giving dinner •. Vfe had a terrible time finding our mqok tur1:ey 
1\1\d sc.ge for the dressing; but Ttl1cre t11ere a.re hungry .Americe.no, there 

,.must be food. Tho turl~oy substi~ute con~istcd of ducks nnd chlokons 1'rhich 
we i'attened for Yrceks in ndve.nce, a.11d while they wore in good sh~tpo when 
lcilled wo must admit tho.t ducl{S "hooverizo'~ Trhen plru1es fly over t11eir heads • 

. .. 
December 6th. we received n Breguet Trith c. 300 BP Renault motor , 

and have some nmTs thnt is not encouraging: 

"When the dove of pen.cc flies over the land~ you 
will hoar the General Give tho Command: 

"We are I-Iom011ard Bound" etc • . 

Instead of this o~ General gi~cs ~ 11 Snap . out - of itn t11c trnining departnep. t 
gives us notice .that n Caudron~ Uieuport, and D.H.41 s were being shippod, 
e.nd an i nspector from G.H.Q. s~yo stay here for thr90 moremonths and train 
nrtillery officers. Air Service Headquarters nre .aending u~ three more 
student obsci~or~ clas ses. Ji.nd -vrc ":ron 1t bo 11ome u..."ltil mon1ing nnd nl.!-y bo 
not then. But tho roacon for continuing this terrible war is probably due 
to the f act that we ~ro in the Zone of Advance. 

Original signed Robert L. ~owers Ist • . Liout. A. s. 
Edited Inforl!llltion Section, A. s. Jan. 9-1918. 
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ROSTER OF OFFICERS ASS BO AN:fl PLEtIEVED FROM THE sooth. t 

' -(el& 1-0&bB.) Aero .Bgp&ir .Sqnadrea since A~tist,19I7" • . 

Name 
' LoriDg Pickerillg 

Lyman s. Baird 

. Robert E. Bowers 
. ... 

Max Cbapnan, -
Theodore p • . Davis 

Phil A. Henderson 

_ Horace Jones 
•"' ... -

captain A.s. 

1st.Lieut. A.s. 
-

1st.Lieut. A.s. 

lst.Lieuto A.s. 

1st.Lieut. A.s. 

1st.Lieut. Inf.R.C. 

1st.Lia.it. A.S.M.A. 

. 
Oot 2.7 1 191"1 

Nov 30/17 • 

F.eb 19/i7. u 

Dec 1/1"1 
...... 

l/18/18 

12/7/17 

--

Relie!ed. 
. 

oot, 1917. 

l/30/18 • 
-

1/30/18 
l . 

2/6/18 

· · George J; Korby, .... - . lst.Lieute' M.R.C. 10/17/17 . 

~ . 2/16/18 

2/10/18 

1/19/18 . 

Gus Kohn 

. Harley. w. Lake 

LOu.1 E. Lindemann 

.. 

, cecil \V. ~tason 

Charles H. Piebes 

~. vr ..... noyal 

Thomas c. Sims 

w. E. Dove 

· · E.E. Ives 

Horace G· Mead . 

Joseph i'. Moore · 

T. H. Mittendorf 

.. R.L. Mehornay . . 
. 

George B. \Vella Jr. 

lst.Liait. A.s. 

lat.Lieut. A.s. 

1st.Lieut. A. s. · 

' 

1st.Lieut. A.s. 

. 9/22/18 

'(12/_1/17 
(li/15/18 

2/21/18 

·1st.Lieut. A.S.M.A. , 12/4/17 

1st.Liait. A..s.M.A. , 12/4/17 
I 

Tlst.Lieut. A.s • . 2/16/18 
~ . 

1st.Lieut. A.S.M.A. ~ ll/12/17 
. 

SECOND LIEUTDf.Al'l TS. · · 
• . 

~~4/,,25/l~ 2nd.Li eu.t .A.S. 
& . 

2nd.L1EUte A.S. 2/21/18 
• 

2/2f/1e 2nd x,ieut. A.s. 

· 2nd.Lieut. A.s. 11/17/l 7 

. 

2nd.Lieut. A.s. 10/15/11 · 
• 

2Dd.eL1 eut. A.S • . 2/14/18 

2nd.Lieut. A.s. ll/17/1? 

[' 

.. 
2/26/18 

oot'f 1917. 

(10/8/18 
(12/23/ie · 

. 
Eng. Officer, aptd lst .. l;.ieu.t. 
fr 2ni. i.t. , 11/14/18. \ l ' . I 

2/10/10 • . 

12/5/17. 

2/26/18 

\ 11/16/17 

I 

Coimna.ndirlg Officer Flt "C" 

11/22/17 

11/4/18 

Aott?lg Commsnding Officer. 


