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with the "Big Bertha". TFor two weeks the shell dropped rogularly, and only
the eir raids scrved to reliove the monotonys, Tho Americens were required
to go to the French Abris during air raids and many interesting evenings
wore passed in theso places singing /American Rag Time and French Classics,

. In the meantime work progressed rapidly at Canp Cortquidan. The han
gars and flying ficld were put in shape for systematized work, Ground was
broken for the machine ship which in a short time was fully aquipped with
a complete line of mechine tools and accessories, but the engine to run the
. shop wadqlacking end could not be located until & number of wocks later it
was fourd at the balloon schools The whirr of pulleys and slap of bolts was
music to the cars of the machinists, With the turn of the first pulley,
work came in a stcady stroam end pick and shovel wore forgotten, This ma-
chine shop took care of the 'balloon school work, the Artillery Camp Work,
end the airplance end transportation work for the Aviation Camp, It is
needless to be said to the credit of this shop that a complaint was never
made ol work done, Captain W, H, Saunders 7Tth., F.A, was Commanding Offiw
cor of the camp until his departure for the front when Lieutenant Reod
succocded him, TFirst Lieut. Harold Wilder replacecd Lieut. Reed shortly
eftermards as Commanding Offlicer, |

About this time the llascot craze hit cemp and each squad had it's pet
sounds were heard at night around the camp that night wrell have boen misw-
taken as coming from the cages of "Ringling.Brothers" or "Bar num and Bailey",
The canp boasted eleoven dogs of swmdry color and dispcditions, threo goats
with and without horms, one liagpic nemed “lfa.g four ground hogs, two fox
four ducks, five chickens, a hoot owl, two rab\itg and weasle, llost of the-
se mascots meot.most untimely hands, for the weasle ate tho-magpie, half of
thedogs died from drinkinf the camp water and the other half died from the
effects of Crooline baths given:them for the French Itche One goat lost
it's lifec at the hands of sorgeant Iilpatrick and an automatic, the other
two lost their lives one afternoon afier had caten a lower aoroplane wing
for suppere. These two goals wore last scon headod into the officers mess
flenked by brovn gravy end green pwvas., The French Chef prepared the meat
as veal and the officers ato it after having turned it back previously
becauso itwes goat meoat. Lieutenant Fouchard, the School Supnly Officer,
who owned Nannie before her untimely danise said it wes like ecating a
friend to cat tho poor goat, but ho wes around for seconds just the same,
The two fox weroe sold to the Balloon School at a profit that goes to
show that all profiteers are not out of the army yet. The owl eloped with
. an owl from anothsr neighborhood, while thd rabits weaqt to the flesh pot
when ratioas were lowe The chickens made off mysteriously just about the
time the Colored Infantry pulled out for the front, The ground hogs were
lost in the shuffie, Hore today; gone tomorrow : C'est la Guerre!

About seven brigades were trained at the First Artillery Aerial Ob-
sorvation School in the use of serial adjustment of artillery fire, by
planes mainteined and sent up for work by the members of flight B 800th,
Squadron, In spito of handicaps under wich work: ° was carried on all ree .
glages, photographic missions, reconnaissances eotc, wore carried out on
shedule time. This was due in no small way to the constant effort and
peinstalking care of the mechanics in both the repeir shop and crews that
cared for tho eeroplanes, The pilots who camo to the school have always
sptizon of the worlk done by the mechmics es the most conscientious work
that had ever been dono on thoir planocs,

Five smashes at the school were duws in nearly every case to the nar-
row limits of the flying field., Licutenant Fouschard had the firet acci-
dont with First Lieutenant Joo G. Estell Jr es his pilot, Mrst Licute-
nand Normen E, Fallot had the second accident, The only casualty in an
accident at the Fiold was that 6f Flrst Licutenant James A, 0'Daniel, Inf,
Obsorver who was killed in a Caudron lachine with Licutenant Sam L. Lathc’vm

as pilot.s The machine went into & vrille and feiled to come out, 'I‘ho pilot
wag vory slight injured,
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In 1oy, 1918 a now Artillery Acrial Obsorvation School, knovm as the
Fourth Artillery Aoriel Obsorvation School was started at lieucon ebout 456
miles wost of Coctquidan, TFirst Lieutenant Normen T, Fallot was sent to
Youcon with seven mon to start the school, having with him Supply Seorgeant
John F. Jones, who wes also acting as First Sergeant, Sergeant lajor and .
Field Chiefs Roveille with a company front of seven men was held whenover
the Acting Top Sergeant could get hls charges out of their bunks, This he
usuelly eccomplishod by threetening to make them go withoul breakfast, An
average of 25 enlisted men wore taken from Cootquidan for the work at lleu-
con, exchanges of personnel being made from time to time. An average of
eight planes were used at llouson and 18 planes at Coetquidan,

The school at lleucon wes supplied with eoroplanes from Cootquidan,
In & short time the ncw school was doing it's shedule of work and cvery-
thing wes running smoothly. Classes of observers reported and were trained
and in eddition to our drills in the morning before breakfast o gave up
.sane of our leisure hours on more thean one occasion to act as "Advanging
Infentry" in order to give the observers an opportunity to observe infantry
leison with flares end panol signels before thoy left for the front, We
felt gratifiecd aftormrards to read tho name of somo of these observers mone
tioned in citetions, Some of thom heve made the supreme sacrafice,

In july the "Spanish Flu" hit our midst end in threo days only five
men wore loft in the mon's barracks, At that time little was kmowa of this
discase but tho Yedical Officers hendled it well end in a short time all
of the men had recovered and work at the camp was resumed, '

Tho French liission detailed o Fronch Officer to the schood as an
instructor, . Licutenant Bacholier planned and put into operation all of
the Artillery Aerial Observation Schools, Lieutenant Burnierwes permoe-
nent French Instructor for observation and he was favorably lmowm for his
able lectures on storoptican views, Lieutenant Burnier was}lator succeoded
by Lioutenant Schovanne also of tho Freach Army who romained at the school
wtil the signing of the armistice by Germany,

In the month of July several Caudron Acroplanes wore added to the
flying equipment of tho school, roplacing the Farmens which we found there
upon reporting for dutys Our joy at the arrival of tho formation of Cau-
drons which wore belng delivered to tho school was marred by the death of
First Lioutenant James A, O'Dahiel who lost his life July 27th,, 1918 as
e result of a vrille., The following day we attended our first lilitary
Funeral, As we stood beside the open grave with plancs circpling overhead
and hoart the last noto of "Taps" die away, many of us were brought to
sober reelization that lifo 1s uncertein in tho Air Service, whother the
pilot be on duty a squadron at the front or further back in the training
aroa, The death of Licutenant O'Daniel coming suddoanly as it did was a
blow to overy man and officer at the post, It was ¢t the First Artillory
Aerial Obsorvation School that the Ceudron G-3 was proved to be as woll
adopted to artillery reglago work as to the training of student pilots,
Thoy were strong enough for acrobatics, and in spite of contrary orders,
wo were treatod to many thrills by various pilots who had ferried the
planes from Tours to our School, On October Ist,, 1918 Flight "c¢" of the
351st. Aoro Squedron reported to relieve our flight, After several wooks
of tralning on our planes, we turned the schools at lloucon and Coetquidan
over to them with many words of cautlon about the mulish chemistry of cach
eoroplanoe, On October 25th,, thoy tendored us a fare-woll benquet in the
Lecture Ilall, On October 28th., wo slung our packs and boarded the French
Train for Bordeaux to rojoin the IHeadquartors Flight at tho Sccond Artille-
ry Aorial Obsorvation School, On October Sth,, First lieutonant Loui I,
Lindomann who had boon Commending Officer most of the time since the Sque-
dron had been separated into flights in Fobruery was\bransforrod from our
organization to tho 30lst, Aero Squadron as Commanding Officer with ste-
tion et llgucon, Socond Liecutenant Theodor H, Mitiendorf roplaced Licute~
nant Lindomeann es Commanding Officer of the Flight and accompanied us to
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Bordoaux, 1o wore issuod rifles, gas masks, and tin hats for the trip and
marched away with the cheors of tho 35lst, Squadron ringing in our ears,-
the first reel cheer wo have roceived in the Army, as all of our previous
nmoves hmd boon made in sovrecy. Our only regret in leaving tho/ée.mp was

in leeving our Commanding Officor, Licutenant Loui E. Lindemann behind. We
entroained at one o'clock and made the journey to Bordeaux without incident,
Trucks wore weiting for us whon we reached Bordoaux at 3 o'clock in the
morning and a short ride through the night brought us to the Camp at the
Second Artillery Acrial Observation School where we wore again among friends,

HISTORY OF FLIGHT "C" 800th., Acro Roapir Squadron,

— ;

Doc, 15th,, 1918,

| On February 2 th.,, 1918, we of flight "C" 800th., Aero Repair Squadron
heving been duly organized at St. laixent and assembled with Ist L. lax
Chapman as Commanding Officer, end 2nd. Lt. IHarold liecad as Enginesring Offi-
cor, bid farewoll to the othor Flights and bagan at once to make a history
for ourselves, Owing to inadequate transportation our departure for the
Zono of Advance was delepod some thirty six hours, Thore wore no guards

on our cars; we were prisonoers no longer, This froodom was graetly appre-
ciated and holped us to withstand the Jjourney sleeping in hat racks and
improvised beds, When our destination wasreached, Lo Valdahon, Doubs, four
men wore quarantined with munmps, but on account of our provious condition
of servitude, quarantines were not a new oxperienco,

Some hours beforo roeaching our objectivo rain began to fall but, as
wo progressed castward and ascended in altitude this condensed @nto snow
and formed into a heavy compact mass which at Lo Valdahon, we found to be
e foot in dopth and still growing deepor. This was our first impression
of our now home and the offect was the greater since wre had entrained
- amid the fragrance of flowers and blossoms in a section whore snow is sol-
dom soon, .

Bur our recoption hare soon shatterod our impre=sion of unpleasantness,
Trucks from the near by Artillery Cemp met us at the station end we wore
guests of Headquartors €o l17th., Field Artillery., A warm supper awaited us
and then an extrasblanket and a substantial iron cot with a reel cotton
mattress, unquostichably the best boed we had had in the Army, The next day

wes sunday ond goos dowm in history as the day we recoived the bost meal
in three months, On-That day also we had the most thorough bath wo had.
exporienced since the days et Garden City, L, I, All day long the snow’
foll and tho wintry winds blew, but held no terror for us, We woro obli-
vious to such trifles as we swapped stories with our new found frionds
nend enjoyed their hospitality to the fullest, not lknowing and little
caring what thoe morrow might bring forth,

The Avietion Capp which was to be, and still is, our home as well as
the Iloadquarters of the Fifth Artillery Aerial Observation School is situaw
ted about two miles from the Artillery Camp and consisted in those days
of one small flying field, four eoxtremely dirty and badly battered Adrien
barracks, four canvas hangars, and one half starved dog which wo called
Bordeaux in honor of our mother organization, The personnel of the Fifth
Aptillery Aerial Obsorvation School et that time consisted of only one pilot,
end three enlisted men of a photographic detechment, So when In single
file with our packs on our backs we tralled over ecross the fields and hills

from the Artillery Camp end reported for duty, our arrivel was halled with
considerable favor, '

Cur attontlon was first directed to the barracks where were to spend
tho nights Thou had beon lately teken over from the F‘rench; but from all
appoarances had been unoccupied for months, Doors hung in'a delapidated
condition from single hinges, lud end dust covered the floor to a dop’c.h
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of soveoral inches, and coal had bson heaped in a corner of the sleoping
quarters for the seke of convenlence, It soemed as though they had been
given orders to "police up" the whole camp and village, and dump it in phe
barracks about to be occupiecd by tho Americans., Cans, bottles, and pisces
of wrockago wore scattercd promisciously, To ever make it even a half
way decent place to, llve in soomed a hopeless end impossible task,

But wo soet to work with a will and a detormlnation, some wiclded
brooms while others picked up bottles or mended doors. e soon had a
coal bin constructed and the coal in its proper placoe, A detall was scnt
for somo of thoso above mentioned iron cots and cotton mattresses, but the
one truck we had, ren out of gasoline half a mile from camp and it had
to run the remaining distance through tho mud and slush on men powor,
Subsecquent loads were hauled by slow moving oxen theough all concorned
egreed that thoy were better and even faster than humen motor trucks, Other
~details hauled the kitchen supplies, set up stoves, made benches and tables
and #did overything in general, The work we accomplished was marvelous and
surprising,

For the next fow days, ospecially sinco thoe snow ke covered tho
ground, nothing bul personal work was carried on. Genius end individuality
began to crop out on overy hend, Sholvea were constructed, wash boards de-
visod, pictures collected and photographs roesurrocted, Ivery manitricd his
his inventive skill end o sort of competition spreng up botween thom, Ori-

e ginally in decoratiwe abilily produced some unigue and boautiful designs
end hour habitation developed into & reel home, Cur little home in the
Alps es it wore.

The four barracks wore overhoulod and put in a good condition and
stocked with the finest furniture that good tools an? the active imagina-
tion of our carpenter artists could produce, A bath house of six showers
wes built and fittos for hot and cold water, Tho kitchen was remodeled
and covered with tar paper. An officer's recreation Iut was built and fit-
ted with furnitures Out of chaos gradually came order and system and affi-
ciency. As & mess hall, half of one of the barracks was rofloored and the
othor half was fitted up for the Imlistoed licn's Recrecation Room,

But in the meantime outside construction and improvement did not suf=-
fore, Thoso who could'nt or Wouldn't carponter or wore otherwise unfortune-
te, wore given picks, shovels and wheoel barrows and carefully instructed
es to their use, though sano considerod such information entirely unnecossa-
ry in view of past experioncoes. For some-days no urging was needed and it

- vept woll, so well in fact that cases of over zealousness and superflous
embition wore quito frequent and are on record, Among them is that of a
detail which carted rock from tho most distent stone wall of the rosorva-
tion though many walls were moro conveniont, Another cese of note tolls
how one holo wasdug to get material to £ill enother and them in turn a
hill loveled dovm to fill the socond héle. Sovoral hundred yards of subs-

. tantial rock walks wore made and long stdtich of réad built to the villege
and railroad station and levoled with a steam roller, borrowed from the,

\Engineers ‘and Chaufferod by onof‘our mombers, It is estimated that 2700
cwydes of crushed rock woroe used in this manner, all of which wore eoxcava-
téd and spread by members of the flight in the days that every shovel full
of stone helped to win thoe war, The job outlasped the zoal of the shove-
lers howevor and tho familiar nightmere vas walls which strotched away for
miles and endod only in pits and rock quarries, A completo sewerago sys-
tem was constructed which consisted of two pipe lines snd two deep cess-
pools dug in tho rock with mch expenditure of energy and somo dymemite,
These cosspools wore the wonders and admiration of the natives, though
disastrous to one "potit garcon", He came up gasping for breeth emitting
sweot essonco of roses and requiped assistance, 2 bath, and a change of
clothes, Vo have becn on excellent torms with the inhabitants of the
villege ever since that notable end heroic event,

During the time thet these hocossary and significant hapvenings wore
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in progress Lieutenant licad was engaged in o momentous task of weighing
our various qualifications and giving cach men one or two porsonal inter-
views, It was thon that a new bunch was doveloped which in contravention
to the pick-and-shovel gang was quite familiarly knowm as the "motor dotail"
This dotall consisted of six mon, picked in the manner indicated and their
chief duties scomed to bo to tear dowm, misecroscopicelly oxamine and reas-
» scuble one poor unoffending rotary motor at leoast onee daily., This motor
was to be kept undor lock and key except during working hours, and somo of
the favored mombors of this detail toolk special dlight in exhibviting eand
explairing its delicate mechanism to thelr friends, Aftsr selecting and
» designing thcaﬁnotor deteail, Lieut. lMead was transferred on lMarch 20th,

On larch 26th,, twolve mon were ealled to Tours for training along
their spocial lines at the Third Avieation Instruction Center and to us
were comeeniently knovm es the "D.S." Gang" which was roughly divided into
two deteils ono being the much explairdd end elucidated motor deteil, and

. the remaining si¥X the "plenc deteil", On arrival st Tours, they were
attocged to the 98th, Aoro Squadren for rations only. Being there for ins-
tructions on Sopwith Flanes and the Le Rhone Rotery 120 H,P, motor, they
7ore priviloged characters end roamed the grounds, Tho motor detail spent
time in tho shop where they observed the inner workings of the pistons,

. 80dved the mystory of the cems and rocker arms; leerned the fine points
of valve grinding, complete overhauling and testing of motors, At times

s thoy took e turn on ’chc{ficld et "trouble shooting" whore the difficulty
must be located and repaired in a minute, "The plane deteil" gloaned
valvable infornetion in the dope shop where wings wrore patched or built
enew and in the hangars whore they were "lined up" tho ailerons mede to
"droop" tho leading edges to "staggor" end corrections medo for torgm
in moesurcments of millimetors, By such intensive methods some of these
mon in time became so provicient and saturated with know-ledge thet they.
took turns standing reveilleo or menaged to get on a night crew. llany hear-
kenod to tho tempting call of the Y,lI,C,A. during working hours and somo,
maintaining that they already lkmew enough, wrote our C,0, advising that
thoy bo recalled to Le Valdahon,

While the training of the D,S. Gang wes progressing so satisfactorily,
¢ tho‘rom&indor of tho flight continued atwork adding the fruits of their
labor and tho result of their achiovemont to history, Thus certain ones
proceeded to Colombey les Bollos and returned with threc Fiat ono and one
helf ton trucks, a Fiat touring car and a Harley Davis liotorcyele as evi-
donce of thoir victory., Also sbout this time six Sopwith planes, arrived
by rail and wore unlcaded in the hangars by the remninder of the flight
to await the help of the student mechanics, who would conwort them into
live, pulsating, almost humen agents of usefulness fitted for duty on high,

During this time wo lost ono of our mombers Sgte Leonard L, Scott,
It was ono of tho saddest incidents in the carper of the Flight, His
menmory is cherished by every member of the organization,

Oh Apre. 2lst,, the D,S5, Gang returned and five days later, Liout,
Stunktard made the first flight. Planos srere asgfgned to the mechanioes
end riggers and wiroless equipnment installed, On April 25th, Lieuterant
Walter E, Dove arrived to take charge of tho llechanicel Dopartment and
e ropalr shop and garage was constructeds The echool officially opened
on iay 1l7the, 1918 and the work undericken was artillory reglage and nu-
nerous photographic missions for the Artillery at tho mein camp, About
this time we all pitched in and mede garden, It proved to bo a success :
end wo are still having "french fries" for broalfest,

The flying field was found to bo in a very uneven condition, but was
loveled off by ecrapers, picks, shovels and steam roller, which, guided
by our able enginecer made an attempt to demolish the bath house end almost
succeodod, On June 15th,, the first leaves wore granted and the gang star-
ted for the front, Alx, Dinard, Nice, Paris and other parts of France, and
returned extolling the advantages of thls or that leave center,
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The first crash occurred late in June as & result of an attempt tw
talko off after a forced landing, The plane was put through our repair shop
s end ceme out the better for the seuffle,

‘July 4th. was observed by everyone taking a holiday, the trucks pul-

led out of camp filled with joy makers ready for anything and found it. So=-

»me veat to theo Swlss Frontioer, othors to Consoletion, and still another
truck to the city of Besancon, We shoiwed the French natives just how to
proporly celebrate nationel holidays. Oh July l4th,, the Fronch nationel
holidey the 4lZth, Iscadrille at Tarceney, which protects Besencon from
Boche raiders, invited our mochenies, to their field for dinner and hileri-
ties, It was following this celebration that we became better acquainted

» with our neighbors, andpn numerous occas ons wo "policed up" allied pla-
nes togethery which consisted of Handley Pagoes, Bregots, and Caudrons. Also
we became o pasoline and oll filling station for visiting planes, and it
scemed that our landing "T" attrected thems, It wes August 6th,, that Ist,
Licutenant lfax Chapman vwas transferred to Tours much to our sincero regrot,

. Wo geve him a rousing send off and our good wispes want with him,

On August Tthe, our dual control crashod. It hed boen built hore,
~ with great care and already @wbryoe fliers were learning to take off, land,
nose her up, bank, and control the machine alone, Then it came to a sud-

den end, it was beyond repair, Soon after the Inspector General of the
AB, T, visisted our camp reather unexpectedly. However, he found everything
in good conditions and tho men at skirmish drill with rifles,

On August 21st., the first case of "Gripre Espsmgnalo" was sent to
the hospital, This diseasc proved to be (very populer, no less than forty
of our men contracting it. Twenly sim cases were actuelly sont te the
hospital, Life was made miserable for doctors, nurses, and orderlies, by
our insistent demands for clothes food, frult, end a discharge from the
hospital, According to us the Avietion Caxmp was the only decent camp in
France, Tho best fellows, food, and surroundings were found there, and
we wanted to go hack, Finelly in desperation we wore discharged, the last
man coming out on September 17th. tDuring the time we were confined, Liocut-

nent Dove and the men who remained in cemp furnished us with cake, pie
. end fruit, almost daily,

A tennis court was constructed by the men and equipment furnished
by the officers and meny an exciting match was played between fatigue
hours, We also had & volley ball court, Our base ball team and foothall
toeam were the champions of this post having hever suffered defeat, There

is also a smell lake near hore where elmost nightly swiming perties were
stuged. |

For ehterteinment our hypnotist had a good record, end found our
rest room well adepted for his shows, Ceratin negro enterteiners from the

Veterinary Corps left their songs among us and quite ofteh the mechanics
may be heard singing them while at work,

Wo went to take thls opportunity to record the good work done by
the Americen Red Cross, as they have sont us a vielrola, gemes and maga-
zincs, and have taken excellent care of our sick members,

The first class of Student Observers errived on Ocbober Ist, TUp
to this time we had been pulling off reglages for the Artillery, With
the studonts, "Smoke bomb Details" sprang into oxistence, which caused
tho "top" much grief, There wore always forty nine very busy mon when
he camc around looking for bombers, About this time it became the paine
ful duty for the entire fifty members to fo forth and harvest our ecrop
of "spuds", The exouses offored wore many, but of no aveil, Wo gathored
some esixty bushels of good Irish potetoes,
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The lest day of Ocltober three more Sgprith planes arrived, But tho-
se plancs wore equipped with Clerget 150 H,P, moteours.,

It was at this time when all felt mechanically inclined to such an
extent that an SOS call was made for K,P.'se., the men egrceing to hire
thenns The first to answer was a veory bright little French youth weighing
about fifty pounds, and as we could not award a medal for his courage we
adopted him as & mascot, He beceme knom as "Johnnie Osh" and his duties
wore to attend reveille, chow calls, look wise, and sing French songs,
This ceused us 1o opon our hearts and purses for the French kids, so o
hired two more "garcons" and adopted through the Stars and Stripes two
French War Orphanse So_teking it all in all we are taking care of quite
o fewr Fronch orphans,

On November 1llth., to ceclcbrate the armistice, our.plancs did.
some night flying, firing Very pistols and raising the devil in general,
It was an entire success, but one Poilu not knowing the war wes "finis"
persisted in firing upon our planes with a shot gun,

Of course wo did not miss having a recal honest to goodness Ameri-
cgn Thanks-giving dinner, . We had a terrible time finding our mock turkey
and sege for the dressing, but where there arec hungry Americens, there
«must be food, The turkey substitute consisted of ducks and chiockens which
we fattened for weeks in advence, and while they were in good shape when
killed we must admit that ducks "hooverize" when planes fly over their heads,

December 6the wWo received = Bregue£ with & 300 HP Reneult motor
end have some news that is not encouraging:

"hen the dove of peace flies over tho land, you
will hear the General Give the Cormand:
"We are Homeward RBound" etc,

Instead of this our General gives, "Snap out of it" the training departient
gives us notice that a Caudron, Nieuport, and D,H.4's were being shipped,
and an inspector from G.H.Q. says stay here for three moremonths and train
artillery officers. Air Service Headquarters are sending us three more
student obsorvers classos, And we won't be home until morning and mey be
not then. But the reason for continuing this terrible war is probably due
to the fact that we are in the Zone of Advanco,

Original signed Robert L, Bowez;s Iste Liout., A, S,
Tdited Informetion Section, A, S. Jan, 9-1018,
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< fr 2nd Lte 11/14/18,
lst.Lieute AlS.M.A, : 12/4/17 2/10/18.
1steLicuts A,S.M.A, i 12/4/17 12/5/17.
1st.licut. A.S. 2/16/18 2/26/18
1st JLicute A.SJM.A, | 11/12/17 W11/16/27 00 s

Comnand ing Officer F1t "C" .
4/14/18
3f20/18
11/22/17 /4%y
11/4/18
2/19/18.

Acting Oommand.ing Officexrs
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