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| THE private estunation-in. whzch the fol— :
, 'lowmg Letters have been held has mduced the )
_ belzqf that by pubhcanon, they would be ren-

a’ered more eztenswely useful. They 'were.‘

not wrztten with any view to their being com-

r__mmted to the press ; most qf them, therefore,
-have been collected since the decease of the
Wrzter, who very rarely. kept copzes qf hzs let—

- ters; and may be proper to remarlc that lus- o .

own lcmrruazre has been smctly adhered to..
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 MEMOIR, &c.

#

HAD the Writer of the following Letters
left an account of his religious experience,
his life and pursuits,” there is much reason
to believe, that such a memoir would have
been very interesting and edifying. The

hand of anothier can but faintly describe, the. - -

early and powerful visitations of Divine love
extended to him; the exercises, spiritual
conflicts, and baptismg, which he had to
pass through, during the progress ofhis re-
generation ; the mercy and saving help
vouchsafed to him, in and by our Lord-
Jesus Christ, by whom, through faith and
obedience, he obtained the.yictory ; and by
whom, also, he was quahﬁecf and enabled to
labour that others might be brought to the
same happy experience. Yet from an ap--
‘prehension that to many who may read the -

Q{ b . Tt
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Letters, and who were not acquainted with
the writer,.a memoir of his life.and charac-
ter, mcludmg a short notice of a few of his
principal correspondents, would-be accepta-
ble, many of his friends have wished that an
account thereof might be given ; and having
known John "Thorp upwards of thirty years,

- during which time I had frequent opportus

nities of enjoying his company and conver-
sation; and for the greater part of it an open
and unreserved fnends’mp with him, several
of my friends, whom I have great rcason to
.esteem, have repeatedly urged me to the
undertaking. I would gladly have had the
work performed by one better qualified, be-
ing sensible of my want of ability to do jus-
tice to the subject ; yet the regard .1 have
“for the memory of my, friend, and the desire
~which I feel to contribute (however feebly)
to hand down to posterity some - memorial
‘of one deservedly dear to me, have finally
prevailed upon e, so far as I may be ena-
“bled, to comply with the request. -
- It will be proper to observe, that John
. “Thorp’s own memorandums furnish but very
- ‘few materials for a memoir of himself ; and

,‘g;rg
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_inost of those who were acquainted with him -
in early life being deceased; not much is now
known respecting his conduct and character
during-that period,-except such circumstan-

" ces as he hath oc¢asionally mentioned-in
conversation with his intimate friends.. To
give this account something of the form of a-
®ontinued narrative; it may be necessary to
introduce here a few particulars, notlced in
the testimony of -Hardshaw-east Monthly
Meetlng '

John Thorp was born at Vhlmslow, in the
county of Chester, onthe 5th of the :11th
Month, 1742, N.'S. He was the -posthu-
~ mous son of Jonathan Thorp; a farmer,:who
left . but little property. The care..of his
maintainance and education, therefore, with
that of several other thildren, devolved gn
his' mother, whose maternal care and affec-

tionate solicitude, under the trying circum-

stances ‘in which she was thus place'd he
frequently mentioned with, feehpgs of filial
gratitude. His parents were members of

the. Church of ‘England, in- professlon;wuh _

which he was educated. -He was,; fromwt
early life; sensible of the workingsofey
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own heart, and also of the manifestation of
the Divine principle of light and grace,
which showed him the evil. - Possessing
considerable energy of mind, and but little
disposed to submit patiently to those disap-
pointments and trials, to which, through life,
mankind are universally subject, with some
variety,“ but with no exception; and self™
will rising unrestrained to obtain its purpose,
he frequently expenenced mortification and- -
sorrow. In this frame of mind, he was led,
at times, deeply to ponder, Whether_- or not
‘this*was the irrevocable lot of man, and
whether there was not a possibility of de-
liverance from such astate. Here that ado-
‘rable Mercy, which found our first father, -
after his transgression, wandering in naked-
ness and want, and in houndless compassion
‘brought to him that promise of redeéming
Love, "“the seed of the woman shall bruise
the sérpent’s head,” visited, in a.remarka-
ble mannerzthe sub]ect of this memoir; in-
troducmg him into a state of mental retire-
' ment, and powerfully impressing his mind
with that blessed invitation and promise -of
""‘e dear Redeemer, “ Come unto me, all
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ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 -
will give you vest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me: for I amn meek and
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto
your souls.” He was made sensible that
this world is not the ‘place of rest for man,
but that it is intended for a probatlonary pas-
sage to, or preparation for, a state of unin-
terrupted happiness hereafter ; and that this
preparation can only be eﬂ'ected by the tak-
" ing up of the cross to all the. corrupt desn'es
and passions of fallen nature. :
During these exercises; he beheved it to
be required of him to decline the- practlce of
singing, in which he had taken great plea-
sure,- and had been a noted singer in that
called the parish church of his native place;;
but he continued some time longer to attend
that place of Worshlp Being now convinc-

ed that, as God is a spmt and that they Who

worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and
in truth, the forms and ceremonies practised
there did not furnish that edlﬁcatlon and-
comfort which his soul longed for ;:yet his
regard for, and sense of duty to his- tendery

affectionate mother, made the thoughts
: e
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separating fromher, in the solemn and im-
portant duty of public worship, very trying
to him ; though at times, when present with
‘her, he was 50 much distressed, and felt such
strong convictions that he was not in hls_pro-'
per place, that, to use his own words, his
knees have been ready to smite together.
~_In reference to this season of his early*
*and Divine visitation, in a conversation with
areligious person, not.a member of the So-
. ciety of Friends, a few years before his de- -
cease, he feelingly remarked, that he had
never since, for a mo,ment had, to doubt the
certainty or-the source of those convictions
which were thus, at a very early age, so re-
markably and so indelibly stamped on his
-mind ; that shortly afterwards, he attended
A, meeung of the people called Quakers, at
Morley, a village about two miles distant
. from his native place, where he found, pub-
licly professed and advocated, as: the prin-
ciples of a rehglous commumty, doctrines

* The hme of this remarkable visitation is not clearly known,
but from s several circomstances, which he has occasignally. men-
stioned; lt ls probable that lt was about his fourteenth or fteenth
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consonant. with the convictions which had
operated so.powerfully on his mind, adding,
that if he were only preserved in the way of
his duty to the end, which then could be at
no great distance, he should have. cause to
rejoice, and be thankful through eternity,
that his lot had been cast amongst them.
- Itappears, by the records of Morley Montk-
ly Meeting, that in the year 1762, inthe
twentieth year of his age, he applied for,
and was received into membership by that
Meeting. Forsome years after his admission
“into the Society of Friends, he had to pass
through many and deep baptisms, in-being
made willing-to bear the cross patiently,

and to become an humble follower of a cru- 3

.cified Redeemer; to renounce the -world,
-with all its friendships and interests, the flesh
and the devil, and daily to make war in
righteousness against the enemies of his
soul’s salvation—the pride and selﬁshness of
“his. own heart. ' : -
-He was often made sensible of the de-
_pravity ef man, how prone he is to feed
~upon vanity and pride, and that evenin his
best pursuits ; and to seek his; {reasure-and -
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‘comforts from earthly thmgs, instead of be-
ing willing to become as a stranger and a
pilgrim on the earth ; but, by continuing in
faithful obedience to the manifestations of
that Divine light, by which he had been early
visited, he was often renewedly strengthened
to offer up himself an unreserved sacrifice
to thé Divine disposal, and to -petition the
Father of all his mercies that he would sanc-
tify the offering to Himself. In the seasons of
his deepest temptations, he was made to be-
lieve that he was not wholly forsaken of his
God} that He, who had condescended to
visit him when he was as one lost and blind,
‘would not leave him; (if he continued faith-
ful,) when-he had become enamoured of His
ways. After many proving seasons, he was
brought to know an anchoring upon the ev-
“erlasting Rock, Christ Jesus ; -and it became
- more and more his delight to do the law of '
 the Lord his God, and to live continually
as 'in His holy presence. Thus he came to -
know the accuser to be cast down, and to
expenence the glorious llberty of the sons of
God : :

In 463 he removed to London, as ap-
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pears by a short-letter, dated the 20th of the
9th Month in that year, addressed to an in-
timate friend. :
‘From the circumstanees in Wthh hls mo-
ther was left by the death of his father, it
may reasonably be concluded that. his edu-
cation was comparétively limited ; but, how-
ever this might be, his removal to London
greatly facilitated his access to” books:and
the means of information ; and possessing a
comprehensive understanding, he very much-
- improved himself, during his residence there;
in the knowledge of various branches of use-
ful learning.  The' following account of his
conduct when in London, bemg well . au-
~ thenticated; may- be worthy of record. A
relation, who accompanied him - from the
country, and with whom-he had joint lodg—
ings, and his oldest brother, an officer in the -
army, a man of talents and general knowl-
edge, formed, for some time, nearly the ex-
“tent of his acquaintance. . With these. com~
panions, who were his superiors in informa=
tion and learning, and for whom he felt the,
attachment arising from relationship; he. at
times delighted to converse ; but through

Aé.r




Divine help, he inflexibly resisted all their
- persuasions and entreaties to deviate, in any
one instance, from. that steady.and uniform
religious practice of life and manners, which
he had believed it to be his duty to adopt:
He occasionally accompanied®them in an
_evening’s walk ; but if they gave way to any
levity of conduct, or turned aside into any
tavern or place of diversion, he 1mmedlately
left them, and returned to his. lodgings.
" He continued to reside in London about
_ four years, living much retired ; yet he was
knowntosome valuable Fnends, by whom he
was esteemed. . In the latter part of the year
]767 he removed. to Manchester, where he
: contmuc& toreside to-the-end.of his days.
On the 4th of 9th. Month, 1769, he mar--
‘ ned Martha, daughter of John Goodier; of
: Morley Meeting, by whom he had twosons—
_ Sampel, who died in infancy, and John
who is now living. . She was removed from
him by death, after the short union of four
years, which_event he has been heard to
mentlon a8 g peculiarly exercising affliction.:.
_Eor ségeral years after he had settled at
~ ‘ -_there doesnot appearto be much-
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further toremark upon, except that he conti-
nued tinder a deep religious exercise and con-
cern, that. nothing might be permitted to ob-
struct'or retard his progress in that way which
leadeth to the heavenly kingdom ; pressing
% toward the‘mark, for the prize of the high
calling of God.i in Christ Jesus.” = Under the
influence of these impressions, he believed it
right for him. to keep his temporal concerns
in a small compass, steadily dechmng offers
_that were made to induce him to embark
more extensively in business ; ‘desiring nei-
ther lot nor inheritance in the land ; askmg‘
only a passage through this world in peace, g
with  “ food to eat, and raiment to put on.”
During this period, he was favoured with the
kind regard of some valuable Friends, among
whom he has particularly mentioned that ex-
cellent minister of the gospel Sarah Taylor.
* She was concerned to sympathize with him
in his spiritual -exercises, and to encourage
him toicontinue in faith and patience ; she:
being persuaded that he was under the pre-
paring Hand for service in the church..
 Having fulfilled the “weeks of ipre .
tion,” and “ eaten the roll of prophecy 7 he' 't
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was; by the great-Master; called to the work of
the ministry. The exact time when he first
appeared in this service, is not now-known,
but it wasaboutthe year1773. His first com-
munication in the ministry was a -revival -of
that prophetic declaration of Isaiah, % Stran-
gers-shall stand and feed your flocks, and the
sons of the aliens shall be your ploughmen
~ and your vine-dressers.”  His early testimo-
nies, as a’ minister, were mostly short ; but
being delivered in the renewed opemngs and
authority of the Word of Life, they weré'to
edification, -and gave - satisfactory evidence
‘that he 'was rightly qualified for that impor-
tant service. In 1775, he took- his seat in-
the Meetmg of Ministers and Elders, as an
approved minister. - Being careful to-occupy
mth the talents which-he had received, he
was: favoured  to experience an increase of
 his-gift; and to be made an able minister-of

the:New Testament, ¢ not of the letter: but :
~ of the spirit.” o

~Inthe 7th-Month, 1775, he mamed to hlS'
_ second:wife, Martha, the. daughter of “Tho-
" mas:Cash, of Motley, and sister to Thomas
“Cash,of the same-placé; of whem there is'an




xxi.

account-in the ténth-volume of “ Piety Pro-
moted.” By this wife -he had seven chil-
dren, four of whom died  in their mfancy, ,
and three of them survived him. :
‘Between 1775 and 1781, under the  inflir-
ence of a great degree of syxﬁpathy, and in
the love of -the gospel, he addressed several
letters to Frances Dodshon, who was at that"
time under deep spiritual trial and dépres- -
sion. -Most, if not ally of these letters, will
be foundin this publication j and as the lan=
guage of encouragement in them is Ppecus.
liarly strong;, it is thought that. the following™
short notice of the friend to- ‘whom they were .
written, will not:-be unacceptable to- the;‘ ’
reader. - o
‘FrAncEs DODSHON was decended from a.
respegtable family near Leek, and wasborn*
in-1714. Her parents were posséssed:of a
considerable estate, and-were in profession:
~with the church of England, - She pbés_es’Sedi
a good understanding, and had been-edu-:
cated in -all those accomplishments which
were deemed necessary to her rank in socie-

ty.. About the twentieth year of her’ agey . .

she avas so fully and availingly ‘conviii¢
: c

5




of . the principles of truth; as professed by
Friends, that in the most trying seasons of
" her life, as she. was often heard to say, the
foundation of those principles could never:
be. shaken.- Soon afier being united in
membership with the Society of Friends, she
was called to the work of the ministry, for
which she was well qualified by her Lord
and Master. Whilst health and ability were
afforded, she laboured. much in the exercise
ofher gift, travelling into- most parts of Eng-
land, Scotland, and Wales. = Her openings
were clear in the doctrine and authority of
the gospel and communicated with lively
zeal. She was frequently led to speak to
‘the states of individuals; and there is no
doubt- but her labours were blessed to the
'spmgual help and edification of many. In
'the,';,e'o,urse of her warfare, through this vale
of tears, .she had, both spiritually and tem-
.porally, to combat with many afflictions ;
‘yetin all; and through all, she was hiddenly -
vsupported by Him in whom she had most
fsurely believed. Her deepest trials were
Qcca,swned by the apprehension that she was
~ forsaken by the Beloved of Ler soul ;.yet
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was ‘the language of a deeply tried servafit
expressive of the exercise of her spirit : © My' .
rlghteousness 1 hold fast, and will ‘not let it

go.”” 'The following extract from one of her
letters to John Thorp, Wlll show thé tned
state of her mind: '

Dear;and truly sympathizing Friend, -

I seem to myself guilty of ingratitude in \l'sei_ng 50
long silent, after receiving so valuable -and- encouraging
an epistle from thee, which I often read with close:atten-
txon, and with humble and fervent: desire. 10 be helped to
lay hold of some degree of that living fmth and hope,
thou so fully and feelingly expressest thyself to be favour-(
ed with 'on my behalf, and which I endeavour 1o encour-
age my drooping ‘spirit-in concluding would:not -bethe
case with thee, or my dear. friend:- Sarak Taylor, or-any:
of:the living in Israel, if T were really. (asTam pamfullyi
tempted to fear) totally cast off or forsaken by th
of Mercies. Yet although 1 consider things in'the most
favourable light my afflicted state will admit, and- esteem
it, as I justly ought.to do, a favour which I- cannot be too
thankful for, to be thus under the notice, tender mgar@,
and deep. travel. in spirit of many faithful souls, it lsbg-
‘'yond expressien what T yet suffer, for. Want of- the evi-
_dence; or revival of living faith and hope in niy own
mind, that the Lord will agai in return; and show mercy
to'my disconsolate, imprisoned soul, which- goes moummg
-al; the: day long, and cannot be- comforted, ’becauﬁethe
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blessed C‘omforter, He who alone can deliver my soul,
"seems yet afar off; and the cruel accuser almost continu-
”ally at hand, to bedr down and frustrate my utmost en-
~deavouis to draw near to the Fountain of help and
strength; to be- enabled to lay hold of: hope and faith to
vesist-the. fiery darts of the wicked one. “Oh! my dear
friend, could I but hope that I amof the number thou
mentxonest of the Lord’s chosen ones, whose names are
wrltten in the Book of Llfe, I should esteem no baptism
too deep, nor any suffering too long, or too great to en-
+dure.” But herein lies my great 'discouragement, that I
;seem; in - -my own’  painful apprehension, to suffer as an
- gvil-doer, or one who, through inattention and want of
«due circumspection, has offended an ali-gradidus Being,
and caused’ Him to withdraw Hls blessed presence, light,
hfe, and holy Spirit ;'and oh ! what in this stnpped deso-
“Jate 'state his the poor soul:to cleave to; or flee to forre- -
“fuge and s’ii’;iport, as the experienced Psalmist says, -« Tf -
“;the.foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do "
They bave_not another to go unto, nor can expect pre-
gervatlon, comfort, or help, but from Him whom ‘they
experimenta]ly know hath the “word of etemal llfe, and
~also the key of Davrd, and alone can open their shui-up
 stdte, and by His-powerful voice say,even to- the spiri-
.tyally dead, ¢ Come forth; then, and not till then, can
.we feel’ our spirits qulckened by Hlm, who is of a truth
'the resurrectlon and the llfe of every truly ]nvmg soul
that hves to and in Hnm

*fram':es Dodshon lived to advaticed age,



and durmg the latter years of her life, She
was, at seasons by the power of. Divine, love
and light, raised above the deep depression
before described ; and when- of “ability -to
attend meetings, Was -at times’ enabled to
preach the gospel with life and power.

- There is abundant cause to believe that,
in the earlier as well as the latter stages of
‘ rehglous experience, our-heavenly Father,

in' His wisdom and mercy, is often pleased
to suffer His most approved servants to be
deeply tried with an abasing sense of their
helplessness and unworthiness ;. to w1thdraw
the light of His countenance, and to leave

them sorrowful and forlorn, and all with:ithe

gracious_design of furthering the work-of
their sanctlﬁcatlon In these seasons’ of
tribulation, they may be strongly tempted to
listen to the accusations of the enemy, and
to distrust the Lord’s faithfulness and love;
but whether these tna!s originate in' ‘natural
or spiritual causes, John Thorp’s letters to
Frances Dodshon will, there is no doubt
long continue to cheer and animate many:a
doubting and fearful pilgrim. - .

c*
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‘- John Thorp did not believe himself to’ be
called to travel so much in the work of the
ministry as many-others of his fellow-labour- -
ers have done, yet he was fréquently con-
cerned, under 'the influence of gospel love;
to visit his Friends in'the ne1ghbourmg meet-
ings, both in Lancashire and Cheshlre, and
he took some -longer journeys on the same’
- account. In-the year 1784, accompanied
by his friend Martha Routh, of Manchester;
he paid a religious visit to the families of
. Friends of Penketh Meeting, and immedi-
ately after to the families of Friends in War-
rington : ‘Rebecca ‘Wright, from America,
joining them ‘in the visit, and SarahRey-
nolds; of Penketh, to part of the. families.
From Warrington he proceeded to visit the
families of Langtree and Ashton Meetings,
Martha Routh and Sarah Reynolds continu-
lngWLth him. - In the discharge of this ser-
- vice, its a.ppears, from information reeewed

thathe was mucbfavoured o
-In 1787, in company with his ancient and
beloved friend Sarah I‘aylor, he visited:the
families of Friends belonging to leerpool
. Meeting. In 1789, he united with Deboraly
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Darby and:Rebecca Youngin a similar-visit
to the famlhes “of Friends of Manchester
'Meetmg :

“In the 8th Month of 1792 d1ed his hlghly
valued friend - Richard Shackleton, of Bal-
litore, in Ireland, in the sixty-fourth year of
his age, bet_Ween whom, and the subject-of
this memoir, a near friendship and valuable
correspondence had ‘subsisted for s\everal
years, and to--whom several Tetters in th]s
volumie are addressed. - - .

RICHARD SHACKLETON was a man Who
possessed strong natural .powers of under+
standing, improved by fa"lib'eral‘educationg'
and these being sanctified and brought into.
subjection to the cross of Christ; he became
qualified for distinguished usefulness in.the
church. ‘'He filled, for many years, thestax
tion of an Elder with- -great propriéty, being -
eminently furnished, by his: Divine- Master;
with -wisdom: and ablhty to cqmmumea,te
encouragement and counsel to such-asstood
in need. The sense whlch John Thm'p had
of the church’s and his own loss, from: the
decease of his friend, appears’ hy,_f'; :
which he addressed soon after that evs
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.Eﬁzaéhacldeton, and whidh, coming to the
publisher’s hands teo. late to be inserted in
- its proper place, may not unsultably be in-
troduced ‘1ere > , ‘

_8th Month, 1792

= In _]ustu:e to thee and myself‘ I ought soener: to
have acknowledged my gratitude for thy condescension,
in wmmg 1o me. the particulars of .my dear friend thy
father’s decease. Looking at the church militant, his
death.is a loss to all but himself.” I- sympatlnze wnh you,
I feel for the church, and regret my particular share in
the general loss ; his company was to me exceedingly
pleésant and lovely. T felt, almostat all times when with
him, a more than common union with him ; butas a man
and Christian, I loved him dearly. -
_ - Erejoice in thatul was much favoured wiih his’ compa-v
ny.. Atour last Yearly Meeting, he condescended to go
‘thh me, or take me ‘with him often, in the evenings. I
\ pnzed the opportunities, and treasure up his remarks as
the frmt of experience ‘and mature judgment. I am
ﬂxankful for the share he allowed me in his friendship ;
forithe mstructlve Opportumtles T have had of his conver-
‘sation,; ¢ and for the valuable letters I have rece:ved from
him, by all which- I deme to lmprove
Gwe my dear love to thy mother 5 itis likely her sepa-
ranon from him will be but of short duration. - T have
‘no doubt she will soon be with hxm in the kmgdom of
Divine joy. With regard to the deceased, doubtless, our
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loss is his gain.. I feel something like congratulatlon with
him, as havmg arrived safe at the desired port, and. enter-
“ed into the frultlon of the. glorious reward of good labours.
May a double portion of that Spirit which made him
bright and useful, yest on all his children, that they may
not only walk worthy of such a father, but of that-high
and holy vocation wherewith we are ealled by ‘our hea-
venly Father, to glory and virtue. -To the guidance and
protection of Isféel’s Shepherd, I recbmmend thee, and
‘all thy father’s house, desmng He may have )ou always
in his keeping.” . -
. Y am, with the salutatmn of love to thyse]f thy famlly,
S and snsters, thy affectionate friend,- : w
’ - JOHN: THQRP

=l it

“In the 8th Month of 1793, John Thorp-at-
. tended the funeral of his friend Frances Dod-
‘shon, Who died at Macelesfield, and ‘was
- there. mterred About the . Tlih. Month of
- this year, he visited the families of Fnends
in" Manchester Meeting, having -Martha
" Routh, before-mentloned and also his friend
‘Mary | Roblnson, ‘a ‘minister “of the same
meetmg, as companions in the, service, =
- About the. close-of the years1797, i m com-
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- pany. with- Martha Routh, ‘he again visited
 the families belonging to his own meeting;
and soon after, they performed a similar
visit to the families. of Morley Monthly
Meetmg A ‘
1n the-8th Month 1802, he left hofne for
‘London. - ‘Whilst there, he sat with Friends
in.‘all the meetings in the metropohs, and
was at-several of those in the neighbour-
hood: He returned home by Coventry,
Warwick and Birmingham. This journey
he- mentlons in aletter to Richard Reynolds,
dated 12th Month 3d. .
- In the summer of 1806, he Wholly declm-
ed busmess, havmg, through the geod pro-
_vidence of God, a sufficiency for his future
!support. In the 8th Month of this year, he
lost, in the- sixty-first year of -her ‘age, his
faithful and affectionate companien, to whom

. -he had been united thirty-one years; she

“had been in a declining state of health for.
- some ynonths. ‘This .loss he wvery -sensibly
felt,-and has feehngly described in a letter
to. Rlchard Reynolds, dated 8th Month 21,
1806 '

In the year. 1808 after attendmg the: Year- ,



ly. Meetmg, he: visited all: the- meetmgs in

the . metropohs, and: several of those in the
vicinity. . He left London the. 17th  of 6th
Month, -arrived at Bristol the followmg day,
and continued there until the 1st:of Tth

Month, attendmg meetings as they came in

course. From Bristol he went to Worces—
ter, where he was at the meetings on Fn'st

day; and en the Third day. fol]owmg he

went to- Coalbrookdale after attendmg s€=
veral meetings at thls place, he returned

home, taking, in his way, the Monthly: Meet-

ing at Shrewsbury, In many of the meet-

ings, on this journey, he was sﬂent ‘butin

others he was enabled, by his Lord and Mas-
ter, to preach the gospel in the demonstra-

tion of the spirit, and with power, greatly:to-

the comfort and rejoicing of many.

In the year 1812, he found his mind dﬁwn,-:

in gospel love, to unite:with Priscilla Han=: =

nah Gurney ‘and Susanna Naish, in- a Teli-.

gious-visit to the families of his- own meet-

ing. They had onehundred-and nineteen:

sntmgs, and accomplished the: workm twen-

nine days. At the conclusion ¢ isit; .

he: a,c,c.ompamed,‘the. same.fnexij 310’ o simi-

lag
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lar one -to- the - Friends: ‘of-Morley “Monthly
Meetmg The last.service; ‘of this-kind, in:
which he was engaged, was. with:John Bot-
tomly and Elizabeth Bludwick, in the year
1813, ~when he.accompanied them to most .
of the.. famllles of his:own meeting.. -He.
was then in his- seventy-first .year. -Whilst-
ability of body was;-afforded, - he - continued
_in:the practice of visiting. the nelghbourmgl
meetings, as he. felt: hlmself drawn thereto
by. his. Divine Master. - ~ et
- He was frequently invited to attend mar- .
riages and burials. at a distance. At such .
times, he was careful to seek for Dlvmei
counse] that he .might be. preserved from.
complymg ‘with,..or- ‘declining such invita-
tions’ inhis own will. He has sometimes-
mentioned; to his intimate friends, -his regret
~at what appeared to. hlm an over earnestness,
‘ma"',esfed by some, for the ‘company of,
- ministers on such occasmns e
. His powers of expression were strong ands
0l persuaslve, ‘and these being made subservi-
int-to his greatMaster 5. cause, he became, -
hro ,'i__f;the power of Divine love, emmently';
) '_hﬁed aﬂ’ectlonately to: entreat others 10+
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come to that Fountain of Mercy and saving
“help, by which hehad been often refreshed
and strengthened. .
To those who, ‘in their Chnstlan pﬂgrxm—
age, had to go mourning on their way, whose
hands were often ready to hang down, he
was many times a “son of consolation,” en-
couraging them, in an animating manner,
to keep hold of faith and patience, and still
to hope that He, who had been theirmorning -
light, would be their evening song.. But the "
subject that formed the most prominent and
frequent exercise in his gospel labours, Was _
closely to recommend to all; an earnest, se- -
rious, and impartial examination into the
state of their own hearts, to see how theirac-"
counts stood with God ; and to set forth, how
great and irreparable would be the loss to
those who unwisely neglect the opportuni- -

ty afforded; of embracing the all-sufficient’

means appointed of God for thelr redemp-
tion. Co -

" He was often concerned, m hls pubhc '
communications, to turn the’ attentlon of hls e
hearers from himself to the subject
direct them to look to God inst

d
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instruments, for- instruction and help, -for
want of which he belleved that man) suﬂ'er
much loss. . .

- He was Very exemplary in his movements
_in the ministry, and frequently, especially
when at home, sat meetings in silence. He
spent much time in retirement, a practice
- which he recommended o all religiously dis-
%posed persons, It was his practice, during

a great part of his life, to take a walk, mostly
alone, in the fore part of the day, generally
into the fields. These walks, taken - with
much regularity, . there is reason to believe,
often proved seasons of religious exercise
and devotion ; and some, who have casually
met with hlm, have been struck with the
solemmty of his countenance.
. ‘His reading had been extensive and vari-
ous, and was to him a source of much satis-
faction. In the former part of his life more
especially, he read, with close attention, the
writings of early Fnends, and carefully in-
formed himself of the creeds of the various
religious professors ; but the writings which
‘Ke read most frequently, (next to the Holy

p ‘;Scnptures, which He greatly preferred to-all
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other: Books,)- were: those, by whomsoever
written; which treated of - religion, :as being
an individual," experimental work, consisting
in obedience, and not in speculative know-
ledge or in mere profession. - Yet, notwith-
standing the satisfaction that reading afford-
ed him, he was fully sensible, and- often re-
marked, how little all the knowledge that
can be obtained, even from the  best of
books, will avail those who neglect a reve-
‘rént’attenfion to the Divine law written in -
their own hearts. During the closing years
of his life, he confined himself-very much to
the New Testament, and to a work well
known amongst the Soc1ety of Friends, en=
titled “Piety Promoted.” s

He mixed but little with general soc1ety,r, ”
and to strangers theére was probably in-his
appearance, something like reserve ; yet he
had much pleasure in-the company of his
friends. In conversation, he united. inno-
cent cheerfulness with Christian gravity,
Possessing a retentive memory, and a- ind
well stored with useful information ; -and
having a peculiarly strong, clear, a
mode of -expressing. his. sentiments

o
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'company wa$ very mterestmg He had a
partmular enjoyment in the society of such
as he believed to be his fellow-pllgnms‘
in seekmg a better country. “With ‘maxy
of these, (and his view was very far from
‘conﬁnmg the number of them to the reli-
gious Sociéty of which he was a member) he
" ‘maintained an intercourse, of which there
_are living witnesses who can testify, that it
was to them a source of blessmg

“ He frequently visited, as in a casual way,
many of the Friends of hls awn meetmg, and
~of other meetmgs in the nelghbourhood To
these v1s1ts, he appears to have been often
__ﬁdrawn by the mﬂuence of Divine love, as, in
“many of them, he was enabled, pertmently
-and impressively, to commumcate much in-
structlve counsel. ‘

.. He was favoured with an’ excellent’ con-
'stltutlon of body, and with uninterrupted
':health which continued, with but little al-
teratlon? until the autumn of 1815, when he
‘was visited with a shght attack, apparently
“of the paralytlc kind, which, in some degree,
lmpalred his. powers “of body and mind; yet

7 his understanding remained clear to the last
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and he continued to attend his own meeting
as usual:  He was able to walk about, and -
visit his friends, and his mind appeared to
dwell in Divine love.

The last time he appeared in the minis-
try was in 1816, at a funeral which was at-.
tended by a considerable concourse of peo-
ple. On this occasion he was, in a very
feeling manner, enabled to_call the atten-
tion of those present to the uncertainty of
life, and the necessity of being prepared. for
death. At the grave suie, he addressed the
widow, who was left with a numerous young
family, in the language of the prophet
“ Leave thy fatherless children, I will pre-
serve them alive, and let thy WldOWS trust in
me b2

In the 9th Month 1816, hlS beloved fnend
Richard Reynolds, of Bristol, departed this
life, in the elghtv-ﬁrst year of his age.. Of
this distinguished philanthropist, the charac-
ter is generally known ; but as all may pos-
sibly not be acquamted -with it, a short ac- |
count of him may serve to elucidate some
passages of those letters, in the followmg‘ col-"
lection, which were addressed to hii B
d*
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Ricuarp RevnoLps was, foi many years,
extensively engaged in the Iron trade, by
which he very considerably increased his
~ wealth. Under the influence of religious
principle, he was sensible of his responsibi-
- lity to Him, to whom belongeth “the earth,

and the fulness thereof ;” and his heart be-

ing enlarged in love to God, and good-will to
men, it is believed that, after taking from his
- Jarge income sufficient only for his own mo-

“derate establishment, he devoted the whole
of the.remainder to charitable purposes. His
beneficence was guided by great wisdom,

L 'Whlch rendered the benefit still more exten-

sive. - His benevolence raised the admiration
of all who knew him ; yet hie was far from be-
ing ‘elated by this circumstance, or by the
possession of wealth ; and in the distribu-
tion of his bounty, he frequently concealed
the hand which sent the relief. He was a
truly humble-minded Christian, and was
often tried with a deep sense of spiritual po-
verty. He had also a very low view ‘of
the stewardshlp committed to him, which
- e, on_one occasion, described to a friend -
in“the following terms; “My talent is the ~
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meanest of all talents, a little _sordid dust ;
but the man in the pa_rable who had but one
talent, was accountable, and.for the talent
that I possess, humble as it is, I also am ac-

countable to the great Lord of all.” . This
good steward was favoured to experience an
increasing and well-grounded confidence in
the mercy of God, through the ever-blessed
Redeemer, which he thus expressed in /a let-

ter, written only a few days before his de-
cease: “I'have done with this world, and
all my happiness in it is from the hope that -
1 shall soon have .it where there is neither
sin nor sorrow ; and that hope rests eritirely

on the mercy of God, and the- merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ.” ’ '

The end of this man was peace. .- -

-eul_u@llme—

- John Thorp survived the death of - his
friend - Richard - Reynolds - about - twelve
months, during which period he frequently
‘mentioned - the prospeet of his own dissolu-
tion. About a week before his decease, he
was seized with a severe spasmodic affees:




tiop. - At this time, he manifested great
composure of mind, saymg that, whichever
way it mlght terminate, all Would be well.
The evening precedmg his decease, he
related to his family the following eircum-
‘stance, which occurred in his youth, and
which it is not known that he had ever before
- communicated ; indeed, he very rarely, even
in his own family, or with his most intimate
friends, made himself the subject. of con-
versation: ¢ When a boy, about fourteen
“ years of age, my attachment to music and
“ singing was such, that when walking alone
“in the lanes and . fields on an evening, I
“ frequently gratified myself by singing a-
“loud; and indulged therein, even after
~ “.my mind became uneasy with the prac-
“{tice, until, in one of my solitary evening
¢ walks, and when in the act of singing, I
“ heard, as it were, a voice distinctly say,
« ¢If thou wilt discontinue that gratification,
. %< thou shalt be made partaker of a much
¢ ¢ more perfect harmony.”” Such was the
powerful and convincing effect of this sol-
- emn and awful communication, that he ad-
fde_,d,_,fhe ‘never afterwards mdulged_‘m the
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praciiCe. In relatmg this short and, to these .
about- hlm, interesting anecdote of hlS early
youth, he was, towards thelatter part of-it,
considerably affected, and could not sup-
press his tears, Whlch appeared as the tears
of gratltude to God, at this remembrance of
his very early merc1ful visitation.

~ After a short suspense of conversation, he
related the circumstance of Luke Cock hav-
ing been a great singer, prior to joining the
“Society of Friends ; and that John Richard-
son said of him, he was the greatest sing-
“er in that part of the country where here-
“sided, and that he sung then the songs of
“ Babylon, by the muddy waters thereof;

“but having drunk deep of the brooks of

“ Shiloh, which run softly into the newly
“ converted soul, he could sing and rejoice
“in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Whilst com-

'maunicating this anécdote, he continued =

‘much affected, and in tears, and his man-
ner of relatmg it was most 1mpresswe and
solemn. : :

He conversed cheerfully Wlth hls family
during the remainder of the evening. The

following day, being the 30th of ‘th&*9th...
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Month, 1817, about five o’clock in the af-
ternoon, whllst sitting in his Chall' he
closed his eyes and quietly departed.

- JOHN BRADSHAW

MANCHESTER,
. 10th Month 31, 1820,
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‘ A TESTIMONY
Fram the Monthly Meeting of Hardshaw-East
| concerning John Thorp deceased.

Our beloved friend John Thorp was born .
at Wilmslow, in the county of Chester, the
5th of the 11th Month, 1742, according to
. the N, S. - His parents were in profession
with the church of England. His father dy-
ing before he was born, the care of his edu-
cation, with that of several other children,
devolved on his mother, who, we have rea-
son to believe, was a sober, well-minded
woman, for whom he retained an affection-
ate and honourable esteem. ) ]

We bave but little information respecting
his conduct when a boy, except that, at a
very early age, he became a singer in that
called the parish church at his native place,

~ an exercise which he was then strongly in- B

clined to; but being soon after favoured with
a visitation of ““the day-spring from on high,”
he believed it to be required of him to re-
linquish this practice, in which he had taken
great delight ; and dunng a season. of dis-
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tress-and mental retirement from the world,

it pleased the Father of mercies, by.the se-

‘cret operation of his Divine Power, to open"

~ to his mind the nature and spirituality of the

gospel dlspensatmn and to convince him

that the saving knowledge of God is only to

be attained by the immediate revelation and
msplratlon of the Holy Spirit.

Some time after, he began to attend the
meeting of Friends -at ‘Morley, about two
miles distant from the place of his birth.
This he did in a way to be as little observed
as possible. - There he found, publicly pro-
fessed ‘and advocated, the inmiportant doc-
trines which had been so clearly, and, as he
has since declared, so 'imm_oveably impress-
ed on his mind.

- Continuing to attend the meetmgs of
Friends, and feeling unity with them, he
was, in the twentieth year of his age, admit-
ted into membership. The following year he

‘removed to London, where he continued to -
reside about four years, and, in the Year 1767,
ke removed to Manchester, se’ttled there, and
_ not long after entered into the ‘married state.
' For some years ‘after his. admlssmn into.
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our Society, he had to pass through much.
deep exercise and spiritual conflict, finding in -
himself, that he was opposed to that state of -
humble resignation which bad been, by the
Divine light, so clearly opened to"his view,
as necessary to be attained ;- but, through
the powerful and effectual operation -of the -
grace of God, he was enabled to take up his
cross, to follow Christ in the regenerhtlon,
and to experience a preparation for that work
‘and service in the church whereunto he was.-
appointed. - "
About ‘the thlrty-second year of h1s age, f--

he appeared in the work of the ministry: -

He was naturally a man of strong mind,
and a comprehensive understanding; -and:
being faithful to the gift received, he be-
came an able:and powerful minister of the
gospel, reverently careful to wait for the re-
newed openings of the Word of Life; so
that we believe it may be truly said of hlm,

ability which God giveth, approving. hlm-afl;__,?‘__: ~

%hat when .he mlmstered he ‘did it-of the "

elf a workman' that needeth’ notto -be

hamed ,».nghtly dividing the-word-of truth ;
aithfully warning the careless-and worldly-
_ . AN
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minded of their danger; encouraging the
sincere and upnght-hearted, and, to the

' mourners in Zion, he was indeed a “son of

consolation;” and, through the Divine bless-
ing, his labhours were made_instruméntal to
the spiritual advantage of many.
His labours in the work of the ministry were
“-mostly confined within the compass of his
own Quarterly Meeting and his native coun-
1y ; except that ‘\he. several times attended
‘the Yearly Meeting in London, and .twice
visited the meetings of Friends. in the - me-
-tropolis and its neighbourhood, the. latter
time, returning by way of Bristol. He
~several times visited the families of Fnends
in his own meeting, a service for Whlch he
was ‘well_qualified.
.. He was frequently concérmed to testlfy,‘
‘ that the way to the kingdonr of heaven, is
the way of humility, of self-denial, and-the
“cross; the way which the Captain of our
- salvation hath trodden before us and sanc-
.- tified.- In -this respect our beloved friend
‘was an. eminent example ; being early and
: deeply convinced of the ‘danger of seeking
-for the treasures- and. possessions of this
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world, he was content to remain in a ‘com-

paratively low station. Thathe might notbe

unnecessarily encumbered with the cares of

this life, and that he might be more at liber-

ty for the service of his Divine Mastér, he -
steadily declined, at a time when he had an

increasing family, the earnest andfrepeated

solicitations of some of his near relations to -
enter into more extensive business ; yet he

was favoured to experience the gtacious

promise of our blessed Lord fulﬁlled that
tothose who seek first the kingdom of God

and His righteousness, all - thmgs necessary

shall be added.

" He was’ greatly and generally beloved .
and among his more intimate friends, hlS
natural cheerfulness, tempered with- Chris-
tian gravity, his deep experience and sound
judgment in Divine things, rendered his -
conversation pecuharly mterestmg, mstruc-'
tive, and edifying.

In the autumn of 1815, he was visited w1th
a slight attack of the paralytxc kind, by which-
his powers of body and mind were in some
~ degree impaired ; yet he was diligent in at-
tending his own meeting, and ‘was much
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pleased with the company of his friends, to
whom his conversation continued to be in-
teresting and édifying,” clearly evincing his
concern for the Wwelfare of thé church, and
that his mind was centered in Divine Love.
About a week before his decease, he was
seized with a severe spasmodic aﬂ'ectmn -
At this time he manifested great composure
of mind, saying that, whichever way it
might terminate, all would be well. -Con-
tinuing in a state of patient resignation, as
one having done his day’s work, “and wait-
ing for his Master’s call, belng supported by
that faith and confidence in the mercy of
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, which he
so feelingly described sometime before in a
‘letter to a friend; in which he expressed
- himself as follows: “ At seasons, I feel a
“ degree of consolation ‘and Divine peace
“-that cannot be expressed in words, which
] would not exchange for a thousand times
“the treasures of both the Indies ; in com-
% parison of which I should esteem, I do es-
“teem, crowns and sceptres ‘as dung and
¢ dross, -And-at the much more frequent
% geasons, when heavenly good is'least seri-
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® 31bly felt, (I ‘hope I-write it with -humble,
¢ heart-felt gratitude,) my faith, and hope,
“and confidence, are so firmly anchored.on
“the everlasting Rock, Christ Jesus, that
4 when the rains descend, and the winds and
“the storms beat, I am not greatly moved.
4 T know Him in whom I have believed, and
“ that He will in mercy keep all those who
‘“ have committed themselves to him.” -
The evening preceding his dlssoiutlon, he-
conversed cheerfully with his family, and
mentioned that he thought it a great favour
to be removed without much bodily suffer-
‘ing. The followmg day, being the 30th of
the 9th Month 1817, about - five o’clock in
the afternoon, whilst sitting. in his. chair, he
.closed his eyes, and gently stretching him-
self, quietly departed ; and has, we have no
doubt, joined that innumerable multitade
which John beheld, who came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood. of the Lamb
- His remains were interred the 6th of the 10th-
Month following, in Friend’s burial-ground
at Manchester, after a- large -and  solemn
meetmg held onthe occasion. He was aged
e¥ - -
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about seventy-five; and a mlmster about |
forty-three years.’ |

Given forth by the Meeting aforesald wpeld
at Manchester the First of the Fourth Month,
1818, and signed in and on behalf thereof, by

JOHN BLUDWICK, = = PETER CLARE,

.JOHN KING, : . JAMES HALL,
JOHN BRADSHAW, -~ JOHN WADKIN,

. ROGER MERRICK, JOHN WHITLOW,
THOMAS HOYLE, Jun. JOSEPH FLINTOFF, = -

" MATTHEW CORBETT, WILLIAM BOULTON,
WILLIAM THORP, . _JOHN BANCROFT, Jun.
JOHN BANCROFT, = - JOHN GOODIER,

JAMES HALL, Jun. ' THOMAS CREWDSON,
JOHN BURGESS, © WILSON CREWDSON;
_~ WILLIAM FOWDEN, ~ JOHN WORTHINGTON,

_JOHN BAGGS, ' JOHN BURTON,.

- PETER TAYLOR, ISAAC HODGSON, j
BENJAMIN BINYON, RICHARD ODDIE, ;
JOSEPH EVELEIGH, JOHN WINDSOR, ;
JOSEPH CREWDSON, - JOSEPH ATKINSON,

' SAMUEL FORSTER, ’ JOHN THISTLETHWAITE, |
JOSEPH FELL, ~° JOHN WALTON, |
1SAAC CREWDSON, ~  MICH'| SATTERTHWAITE, |
JOHN DAVIES, .  THOMAS FELLOWS, *«
JOHN H. COCKBANE, DAVID DOCKRAY,

W. G. ANSELL,

' MARY ROBINSON, MARTHA CLARE, -
ELIZABETH BLUDWICK, ELIZABETH GOODIER,
ELIZABETH CREWDSON, MARY CLARE,
-RACHEL CREWDSON, MARY TAYLOR,

-



ABIGAIL DOCKRAY, - MARY. KENDAL,

MARY ROGERS, - DEBORAH BINYON,
MARY MERRICK, ALICE RYDER,

ALICE ATKINSON, ELIZABETH BANCROFT,
HANNAH WADKIN, ANN_ THISTLETHWAITE,
ANN SATTERTHWAITE, TABITHA EVELEIGH,
MARTHA. BOULTON, ' SARAH NEILD,:

ELIZABETH ATKINSON, SUSANNA ROBINSON,
MARGARET FLINTOFF, HANNAH BINYON.

Read and approved in our Quarterly Meet-
ing for Lancashire, held at Manchester,
“the Second day of the Fourth Month,

1818, and in and on behalf thereof,
51gned by - ‘

GEORGE CROSFIELD, Jun. Clerk.

Slgned on behalf of the Women’s Meeting by
ELIZABETH Cnnwnson, Clerk.
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Tetter ¥,
" To Joun Cas, (late of Covénti‘y) ’
Westmmster, 10th Mo 22, 1765
Dear Friend,.

WITH pleasure I recelved read
and reviewed thy most welcome and long—
expectedletter. It is true, T see little in
“myself, and nothing of myself, sufficient to
secure me a place in the memory of my
fnends, but yet there are some reasons, not
known to all the professors of friendship,”
that suffer 'me not to’ conclude myself for-
gotten by those whose favour I esteem,
though I receive not, so frequently as I could
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wish, the evidences of their affectionate re-

gard. . N

1 very much approve of thy intention of
marriage. May our blessed Lord, if He
please, who so remarkably “honoured the

" marriage in Cana of Galilee with His pre-
sence, vouchsafe His glorious attendance at
the solemnization ; and unite ‘you to each
other and to Hirﬂ, in that love which sur-
vives faith and hope, and is coeval with
etemity.

I'am well pleased to hear of thy going
into ‘business for thyself ; T hope it will
answer thy end. If I recollect right, thou
eiﬁteSse‘dSt to me some diffidence of ven-
turing into trade: truly it behoves us to be
¢autious in matters of i importance ; but then,
when we act our part to the best of our un-
derstanding; it becomes us not (as Chns-
tiaris) to despond. -

Let us remember, dear John, they -that
trust in the Lord need fear no want ; for He

“hath said, “ I will never leave thee nor for-
sake thee;” and ought we not to rest satis-
fied in the most sure promise of Him who is
faithful 7 “ Seek ye first the kingdom of
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God, and His righteousness, and all things
[necessary] shall be added unto you.” He

that feedeth the ravens, and clothes the -

lilies ; without .whose approbation a spar-

row shall not fall, will not fail, if our trust is-

in Him, to ‘extend a paternal, providential

care over us, who are more considerable

(though we be. nothing) than the grass of the
field, or the fowls of the air, and of more
value than many sparrows. }

- T'am obliged to thee for conveymg my
mother’s. love, from whom I-am glad by
every. opportunity to hear. It gives me
satisfaction to hear that friends at - — are
~ generally well, but I am really sorry there
should be any successors of the: Laodicean
church amongst them ; such a dlsposmon of

i

luke-warmness must, and will for ever, be

productive of barrenness, of nakedness, of

poverty and want. Oh! what can be done

or said, to alarm the indolent religious pro-

fessors, who seem dead totheir best reason .

and truest interest; insensible of the blessz.

ings and glory of heaven, and deaf to His"

most glorious voice, who hath so long mul-

tiplied His calls in mercy, and waited to pe o
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gracious to them. Well! well! if such do
not- in time (and the present is only theirs)
rouse themselves from their beds of ease, be
zealous and repent, they may remember that
He, whose word shall never go forth in vain,
hath already pronounced “ Wo to them that
~ are at ease in Zxon,” and said to the luke-
warm, “I will spew t thee out of my mouth.”

I am entlrely of thy opinion with regard
to -— , and abundantly convinced
that our sentiments ‘are just. Alas! alas!
‘ ﬂesh and blood would fain pray, though it
cannot wait ; and be a saint, though it can-
not-abide the will of God.

1 do not know-that I have any thmg more
to add and perhaps I have tresspassed too
much on thy patience already; so for this
time: conclude, and subscribe myself thy
most loving: and aﬂ'ectlonate friend,

: Jonn THore.
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Letter 11. ;

To Jonn CASH

Westmmster, ath Mo 26 1'766

‘ My dear Frlend - :
With regard to that part of “thy last letter’
which respects thy -external situation and "
cn'cumstances, I have little to reply,‘because /
I have no- doubt“but in those things all will
be well, ' A due attention to the established -
maxims of frugahty and industry, through"' :
the- blessmg of Prov1dence, will’ hardly fail
of procuring ‘all'that can be thought neces-*
sary by those who, like good old Jacob, can
be content with food to eat ‘and raiment to
put on. To the other part, which T count

-the best, in ‘which I am more nearly con-,' =

cerned, and much more mterested I thought
1 should have answered more partlcularly H
‘but I feel myself rather mistaken, for truly
I find very little to say’; and to force myseélf,
like Saul, and offer unrequested, would at
 best prove but an unprofitable folly.

- Are not men, the best of men, to be.comg

A pared with reeds shaken with the: wind, and: "~

B
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clouds which cannot fill themselves? who of
themselves can do nothing for themselves,
much less for others. But He, to whom the
work of man’s salvation belongeth, hath both
wisdom and power to carry it on, and will
carry it on unto the end, wherever it is. be-
gun, if we are but enough resigned, and in-
terrupt it not, But various. are the courses
of His: 0peration," and various the dispensa-
tions of His gracious providence; and often-
_tlmes mscrutable tous. David experle_nced
“many conditions, “between the sheep-fold |

" -and the throne ; and was ready to cry out,

‘when tottering on the verge of despondency,
“T shall perish one day by the hand of
Saul: ” but David’s God, the God who chose
him from amongst his. brethren,  and called

* him to execute all His will, ‘though He suffer-

.ed’him to be-tried, yea and often distressed
too, yet He never did forsake him ; but in His
own geod time, which ever is the best time,
estabhshed him on the throne of Israel and

- gavehim rest from all his enemies.” A word'

" to the wise may suffice; and 1 would not

r .dearken counsel by multlplymg words without.

" knowledge. -~ Jonx~ THore.
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‘ lmtte’m* .
To JOHN CASH ,

Westmmster, /th Mo 11 1’767

My dear Fuend
'This week, as I looked over: the contents
of thy leiter to me, I felt-a sensible sympathy
and affection, which engaged me to propose
addressmg to thee a few lines ; but truly, now
I consider on what occasion, : and to whom.1
am writing, 1 am almost persuaded thatmy
labour. might be spared, . being assured thou.
art not destitute of a Comforter and Counsel-
lor, that never faileth. - What then- remain-
«th, but that I may, pursuant fo'the example:
of the apostle, endeavour to stir yp.the pure
mind, by ‘putting thee in remembrance of
those things which inevitably bow the heart
to the dxspensatlons of Heaven, and inspire.
the mind with the: language of holy-Joh,.
“ The Lord gave and the Lord hath, taken'
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord ;
and as Eli hath expressed it, “ Itis the Lord,
let Him do what seemeth Him. good?”
Sensably my friend, hast thou put the mtez»
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rogation, why should: we murmur ? -Surely
it is our business to be’ resngned we ought,
indeed, humbly to acquiesce, entirely to
eoncede, aye, and wait to say amen, to
~-every dispensation of the Divine Providence
towards us, both in our temperal and spiri-
tual affairs; and by this Christian conduct
through the various vicissitudes of life, every
dispensation would be sanctified unto “us.
‘Why then should we murmur? Who shall
say unto God, what dost thou? Are not His
_Judgments unsearchable, and his ways past
' ﬁndmg out? How: do we know for what
-fgood cause Infinite: Wisdom might see meet
‘toselect and separate, to take  from the
earth and receive into heaven, to mvolve in
sorrow for a moment, or crown with ever-
lasting joy, whom, when, and where, and
~how- He pleases?

This we know, (and I think there is a
great deal of comfort in1it,) that whatsoever
~-our most gracious Father does, is indubita-
- ‘bly right; and know, dear friend, that- “all
things work together for good to them that'
love God.” Let us then, I pray thee, in
every probatlon, in ‘every trial and trouble3
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that Infinite Wisdom may:see meetshould at-
tend us/in our probationary progress through
this vale of tears, where truly we have no
continuing city ; let us, pursuarit to the ex-
ample of the holy -Jesus, submit ourselves
to the will of God, saying, ¢ if this cup.may
not pass away from me,. except 1 dnnk it,
Thy will be done.” -. -

I might add much, but rather q:hoose 1o
conclude, which I will do by earnestly re-
commending thee for comfort and counsel,
where I infallibly know both are for ever to
be received, even to him who is called the
Comforter, the everlasting Counsellor, -in
whom is all safety and everlasting consola»-‘-
tion. Co SRR : : :
Iam, dear friend, W1th the smcerest af
fectlon and esteem, thine, &c. o

- Jonx 'IHDRP-
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Letter IV
To JOHN CASH

Manchester, 1st Mo. 13 1768

:Dear Fnend : :
“The last. letter I had from thee is W1th
---the rest.of my things at Liondon; the con-
«tents and sentiments I re,tain,' which. I
‘thought both: sorrowful and very Christain.
~Indeed, dear friend, it ceitainly becomes us,
(I have often thought so,) as we can do no--
thing of ourselves, to rest entuely resigned
<to the will of God; not only in the. dispensa-
tions of HIS prov1dence in thmgs without us,
. but also in the deep provmg baptlsms of the
- mind and spirit within us.
. Qur blessed Lord, in all these thmgs, hath
f..:‘:left us an example in suffering and domg, and
_in‘humility and obedience unto death ; ; itis
‘He, who is the. Truth itself, who hath told us,

i at “ Whosoever will save hxs life shall lose

' 1t ‘and whosoever will lose his life formy sake,
shall find it unto life eternal. - “No man,”
saith He,“ hanngput his hand to the plough,

. and lookmg back is fit for the kmgdom of -
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‘God;” neither is there a. possibility .of -our

serving two masters: we cannot be heirs of
two kingdoms, nor.at once dedicate ourselves
to God and to the world. The Lord will not
accept apartlal offering. ¢ Choose you this ~

day,” said Joshua to Israel, “ whom ye will

/

serve.;” and then, accordmg to the advice of

Dav1d letus“serve Him with a perfect heart
and with a willing mind.” “ If any man will

‘come after Me,” said the. blessed J esus “let

him deny himself, and take ulcrhls cross and’
follow Me.” -

- Dear fnend tﬁough 1 had no partlcular

.engagement, yet, I think, in abundance:-of

good-will, I had freedom to say thus ‘much,

Deing, at least part of it, what *hath- been"

frequently 1mpressed on my mind * with

- invincible conviction, to wit, the necessny
of being altogether redeemed from the world :

and all- that is in the world in order that we

,.,mlght follow our blessed Lord in.the rege- -
nération. ThlS with my love, is- all at: pree_*'-‘—*

sent from thy real fnend : ‘
J OHN Tnonr.

P8 —-I should be glad to hear: from thee"ﬂ;
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when thou hast. freedom I Would not that
we. should forget one another, especmlly
when we are. mo’st sensﬂale of good

Letter V

ll

To. FRANCES DODSHON
Manchester, 5th Mo 10 1775

V[y Dear Frlend

Feehng some degree of hberty, and the
spring of good-will opened, I take this op-
portunity to assure thee of the unfejgned re-
- gard which I feel for thee, and for thy pre-
* servation and ‘further growth and establish-
~ ment in the blessed trutlt; and -that thou
mightst 'be happily enabled: and dlsposed to
watch and keep thy garments, that so neither
helghths nor_depths, nor things present nor
to come, might be permitted to beguile thee -
" of thy reward, or separate thee from the love _
of God which is in Christ Jesus; and, in:
' deed I have an evidence of the smcenty of
thy heart, and upnghtness of thy disposition,
to bear, to do, and to sufferall thmgs, and
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to follow the Lamb: whithersoever He goeth
“ Lord,” said Peter, «Tam readyto go with
- Thee, both into prison and to death.” - Peter
‘was full of zeal, and he loved more than his
fellows ; but, alas! when the time of trial
' came, he was not able to bear those abasing
seasons of humiliation and baptism unto
suffering and death, which, in the course of
Divine Wisdom and Counsel ~were appoint-
ed to our Holy Leader; and to all such, in
‘a certain degree, who w1ll follow h1m in the
, regeneratlon - e
“Let this- mind be in’ you . salth the
apostle % which was also in Christ Jesus,
‘who, being:in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God,; but made
- Himself- of no reputation,. and took upon °
Him the: form of a servant, and was. made
. 1n the likeness of men, and bemg found i in
~ fashion as a man, He. humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even:the. death
‘of the cross ; wherefore God also hath high=
1y exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is ‘above every name,” SR
- Now, that which seems most in my view,
and which I do most,deeply and frequently,
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both for myself and thee wish) is, that .we
might patlently, and with reSIgned devoted
hearts, receive -and submit to every dispen-
sation of Divine Prov1dence, however they
may be directed to reduce, - to humble, and
to abase: if they lead again into Jordan,
that so our: flesh . may “become as the ‘flesh
of alittle child, or into the furnace, that so
the dross may be thoroughly- purged .from
“the silver, let us endure them ; and. when
the dross is purged from the silver; ¢ there
shall come forth a vessel for the Finer.”

" Oh that we might patlently, wﬂlmgly, and

pas’swely endure every preparative opera-
tnon, every mercifully renewed turning of
His holy hand ; that so self might indeed
become of no reputatlon, and we, accordmg
to His holy purpose, be formed vessels to,
HlS praise. 0

Joun THOI}Pv:



Tebter VI
: To FRANCES DODSHON

12th Mo 12, 1776

Dear Frlend

T some degree of that love, wherem the
living have a fellowshlp which nelther time,
distance, nor death, can mterrupt or Hrssolve 5
wherein such a umon and sympathy 15 ex-
perlenced that at times we cannot help‘re-
Jmcmg with them that do re]mce, and wedp-
ing with- them that weep : in the reneweglf
movings of this love and life, hast thou oflate
often been brought to my remembrance cat.
which times there have been raised and pre-
sented to my, ‘mind some remarks and obser-
vatlons, which I'think I have at: least hberty"
to offer to thy consrderatmn

‘Whenthat frequently deeply-humbled and
tried servant of the Lord, the royal psalmrst :
was favoured with the renewed streams of
that river, whose source is Everlasting Lq,ve,,
whereby the whole heritage of God is at
times watered and made glad; when his feet
were set on a Rock that was. higher than he,
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and the new song was put into his mouth
at these seasons he thought that his mountain
stood strong, gmd said, in his prosperity, he
should never be moved 3 yet, afterwards, the
. ‘Lord saw ‘meet to-permit that he should be
'so far tried, that he concluded himself for-
'saken, and in this humble, plamtlve lan-
guage, queries “Will the Lord cast off for
“ever ? and will He be favourable no more ?
Is His mercy clean gone forever ? doth His
A p_ mise fall for evermore ? Hath God forgot—
’_'teu to be gracmus ? -hath He ‘in anger shut
. up HIS tender mercies 77 Havmg thus; in
the. helghts and in the depths, expenenced
' '-preservatlon and dehverance, this righteous
~ man was lnstructed to serve the Lord Wlth
: fear, and to rejoice with tremblmg ; and
*havmg witnessed the suﬂimency of the Al-
_ mlghty arm, so repeatedly stretched out for
his deliverance and protection, ‘he was ena-
. bled to say, Though I walk through' the
valley of the ‘shadow of death, I will fear no
il : for Thou art with me.” “And therefore,

o -':'vﬂvhen the Lord . saw meet to hide His face

- from’him, and suffer fresh probations to at-
tend him, we find him avalhng hlmself of
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that mercy he had so often expenenced .
and though he felt deeply at times, and
‘was greatly de]ected 'yet his faith was so
strengthened in Him who had raised him
from the sheepcot ‘to be His servant, (and
though his house was not so with God, yet
-He had ‘made with him an everlastmg cove-
nant, ordered in all things and sure,) that he
could thus address himself in times/of deepy__
probatlon “ Why art thou’ cast down, Omy
soul ? and why art thou dlsquleted w1thm
me? Hope- thou' in God ; for 1 shall yet
pranse Him, who is the health of my counte~
_ nance and my God.” A
. Alas! why should that Wholesome dlSCl-
pline, which consummate Wisdom hath-ever ,
exercised upon those whom He hath made .
Wﬂhng to bear every reﬁmng operatlon and
turning of His holy hand, seem strange to
any of us ? Gold is triedin the ﬁre, and ac-
ceptable men in the furnace of advers1ty 3
andindeed, if “it became Him, for whom -
are all thmgs and by whom are all ‘things, *
in bringing many sons unto glory, {0 make
the Captain of thenrsalvatlon perfect through

suﬂ'enngs =7 if He was “a man of sorrows;;_.‘
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. and acquainted with grief,” is it not “enough
for the, disciple that he be as his Master, and
_the servant as his Lord L .
There are various ‘causes of suﬂ'ermg ;
there are various baptisms, buffetings, and
trials ; our different conditions require a dif-
ferent dlsc1plme and the different designs of
God upon us require, or make it necessary
for us, to be brought under different ‘opera-
“tions. ~All the faithful in the several gene-
rations wherein the- prophets lived, were not
brought under those partlcular, and (for the
present) grievous exercises which the. pro-
phets were, in order to prepare them for the
work whereunto they were called, unto
which many learned obedience by the thmgs _
whlch they suffered. '
Tt is true, the Judgments of the Lord are

. many times unsearchable, and his ways

past finding out. - “ Who,” saith the apostle,
“ hath known the mind of the Lord? or who
hath been His counsellor 7 secret ‘things
_belong to Him ; but thmgs which. are re-
~vealed, to us and to our children. But if all
the ‘holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, mar-

__ftyrs and confessors of Jesus, have, like the:r
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' blessed Lord, been men of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief and entered the kingdom
- through many tribulations ; can we ‘doubt
whether the particular trials, siftings, and
probations, which God only wise permitted
or appointed unto them, were not, to évery -
one of these to whom he appointed them,
mercies, mercies, mercies in disguise ? Were
they not made a means of preseﬂratmn in
'His fear, made. a means of bringing them
nearer to Him, to trust more firmly in, and
to rely more: “entirely -upon Him, the “only
refuge of - the righteous in times of trouble ?
Have not all the afflictions of the righteous
_ been thus sanctified ? and will not the end-
“less hallelujah, which these shall have to
sing, be unto Him who hath redeemed their
souls out of all adversity, .and made their
garments white in the blood of the Lamb 2
'Many now, as well as formerly, are the
afflictions of the, righteous, and from" differ-
‘ent causes, different in their nature, and dif-"
ferent in their degree ; but, though hid from
mortals, they are all known to God who
careth for them, by whom the very halrs of

their head are all numbered and not one.of =
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them shall fall without Him. Their sighs
are ‘all. numbered by Him, and their tears
are all sealed upin His bottle; why then
should Sion say, or why should the watchers
on her walls say, “The Lord hath forsaken
e, and my Lord hath forgotten me ? cana
woman forget. her sucking child, 'that she
should niot have compassion on the son of
her'womb ? yea, they may forget,” saith the
Lord, “yet will I not forget thee:: behold,
‘have graven' thee upon the palms “of my
hands, thy walls are continually before me.”.
No, verily, “the eyes of the Lord are over -
the righteous, and His ears are open unto
their prayers.” Howeverunmindful He may
seem to be of the distress and danger which
threaten them, whén the tempest arises, and
the enemy breaketh in'as a flood, yet in His

. owntime, and that surely is the best time,

will He arise, and rebuke both the wind and
the waves, and the enemy, for their sakes ;
and by the effective word of His power, who
“:speaketh and it is done, once more say,
“ Peace, be still.” SR
But should it seem best to Hlm, who is -
wonderful in counsel and doeth-all. thmvs \
. T e ’
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right, to lead any in the line: of the glorious.
process.of His dear Son; should: the hour

- and power of darkness be extended to the
latest. moments ; should the final cup and .
baptism be the most trying and most bitter ;
should our dying words, under these painful -
feelmgs, be expressed in that most moving
language of the Son of God, “ Eli, Eli; lama -
sabachtham,” I should have no .more doubt :
of the righteous soul thus tried, ascending -
from this cross, and apparent dereliction, to
an immortal crown of righteousness. and .
mansion of eternal glory ; no more doubt .
of these, than'if I saw them ascendingin the

“fiery chariots of sen51ble, celestlal soul-
rejoicing fervours. :

I know not how sufﬁmently to mculcate—.
this most certain -truth, that the children of
.God are never more under His potice and -

" most tender regard, than in the seasons of
their deepest humiliations ; never is He
more intimately present with us, preparing -
and supporting under every operation, and
dlrectmg, blessing, and sanctlfymg every dis-

_ pensation, to willing, humbled and subjected- »
e souls, Thus is He carrying on His own work;
C ®
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: though we'see it not. Oh that thou mlghtst
~  not be dlscouraged nor sink under -the pre-
sent exercise! nor murmur as $ome of old
‘murmured ; nor think the Lord delayeth His
coming: but endeavour, all in thy. power, to
~ centre in-perfect resignation to-the will of
‘God; and then, assuredly, all things will
. Work together for thy good, and for thy ad-
. ditional preparation 1o glorify His holy name,
in-time and in eternity. “Amen. =
From thy real, respectful. fuend
e JOHN THORP

« P8, I do not forget, my honou_red friend5
~to whom I-am writing, nor my own infancy
-and weakness. It is with a feeling de-
~ference .that I address to thee this feeble of-
fering; but as I said, I thought I felt at least
“aliberty, and if the Lord be mermfully pleas-
ed, so to bless it, that the pure mind be

o thereby stirred up ever so little; His name

. be praised ; but if I wrote ever so much, I
- ‘should fall short of expressing to the full (the
-equal-desire and faith: which I feel, that thou
- inayst, and that thou wilt, in the-Lord’s.own -
- time, which thou art waiting for, yet havee

i



to smg for joy: of Berdrt:ias in the days of thy
‘youth, as in the days when thou wast brought
forth- out of the land of spiritual'E'gyp‘t-.' o

Letter ,VII

- To ancns DODSHON i
7th Mo 17‘ 1777,

My dear and mach esteemed Friend,

- Although ‘I am persuaded, and “have
_ considered it, that thou l}é;sftv" én, and felt,
and attained, beyond many of -

1_is, and art -
~ much better capable of ‘communicating thy
experience ; yet.I do not apprehend myself
~thereby excused from casting my ‘mite into
thy treasury ‘of divine knowledge, though
_.thereby I may expose my'bwn poverty.
“The letter which: thou condescendedst: to
‘write me, came duly to hand; and since
- that time, and indeed ever since thou wast
_here, though my own concerns have been
somewhat grievous, and demanded both my
solicitude and attention, yet hast thou been
—-often hrought to my remembrance in much

- ‘nearness; yet so contmual and invariable is
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the sense and Judgment with which my mmd- ‘
hath been impressed concerning -thee, that
- the dispensation which thou art under is the -
effect of consummate Love and Wisdom,

“ that the everlasting arms of Strength and
"~ Metcy are underneath for thy support, that
the - all-conquenng, invincible Redeemer
continueth -his available -intercession with
the Father on thy behalf, that thy faith may
be strengthened, continue and increase,—
that my greatest concern and uniform pray-
er, in union with the Divine Will, is, that

thy present painful baptism may be blessed
and sanctified to the benefit and edification

i .of the churches; the glory of the everlasting.

God,-and (as I also believe it will be) to thy -
* own sanctification and salvation. = For these
ineffably glorious purposes, what can be too .

" much to do; to. bear, or suffer, according

to the will of God ?- It was for them that
Jesus Christ.our Lord vouchsafed to descend.

- from the heights -of lmmortahty, and take

upen Him the form of a servant; to bear the
contradiction of sinners, the temptations of
the enemy, and to offer up Himself upon the
cross, an everlasting sacrifice to God for the .
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‘ sins of the whole world. It was for- this, .
that He; who alone was-able, vouchsafed to
tread the wine-press alone; to stain all his
garments, to drink ¢ the dregs of the cup of
trembling,”” and be baptized with the bap-
tism of suffering unto death! And O! that
all of us, who are desirous to be found in
Him, may be at least contended so to walk
even as he walked, in.the depths of abase-
ment, humiliation and suffering, in .the dif-
- ferent frequency and degrees wherein He
may be pleased to lead, until he .say for
us, as for Himself, It is finished.”

Strait and narrow hath the ‘way to the
kingdom ever been; attended with difficul-
" ties, accompanied with crosses, and entered
through many tribulations.  Yet are not the
commandments of the Lord grievous;. yet
is there great .delight in the keeping of

His law; yet is there a recompense -a thou- . o

sand fold, even in this life, for all our suffer-
ings, -in the recurrent participation and en-.
joyment of that peace ¢ which passeth all
un‘derstahding',”“ in the earnest of that ¢ ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory,” with-
whichall our suﬁ'er‘ings in this life are not
worthy to be compared. :
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- %Without controversy, great is the mys-
tery of godliness,” altogether surpassing hu-
man comprehension; and those parts of that '
_‘mystery in-which we are most deeply -inte-

“rested, we.can only see into and understand,
as He,:who hath the key of David, the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, is pleased to loose the
seals and - open unto us.:  How necessary
then is it for us to take heed to the advice
of the apostle » Paul, “ Judge nothing before

“the time ; yea,” said this Apostle; “1 ]udge
not mine own self.”
"Our duty, our interest, our advancement
-in the divine life, consist not in our compre-
hending in theory, but following in obedi-

" ence, and in the simplicity of little children,

- Be not then, my dear friend, over anxious
about the cause, the duration, or effects of
~~thy present humiliation ; but endeavour to
.. cast all thy care upon Him who careth for
* thee, to put thy whole trustin Him, inwhom

. is-everlasting strength, without whose ap-
probation a hair of thy head shall not pensh
Blessing and glory, and honour be to Hlm,
~whom the Father hath appomted an ever-
" lasting and holy H]gh-pnest over the ‘house



of God; for such a one indeed became us,

who is ¢ touched with the feeling of our in-

firmities.” He sees,- He marks every cir-
cumstance, every.peculiarity of thy mourn-

ful.condition, when the enemy may be per- =

mitted to sift and to. buffet thee, and thou

art “tossed with tempest, and not comfort-

ed,” He sees these things, He knows these

things, whose vigilance nothing can'elude, -
whose power is omnipotent,. who hath set
bars and doors to -the sea, and ascertained

the point whereto its proudest waves shall

rise and go no. further. But thou knowest

these things, and, I am persuaded, art dis~

posed and endeavounng to do them; yet -
suffer me to express-it, as it is in my heart™ .
to encourage thy perseverance in a total. re-
signation of thyself to the disposal of Al-
mighty power and Goodness, that God only: -
is wise, that He " doth not afftict willingly, -

nor grieve the children of men;” that His |

judgments are true and righteous, that His

Qvays are just and equal; that He ¢ will

never leave thee, nor forsake thee;” but, in
the time. appointed, will surely give unto: -
thee “ beauty for ashes,” and ¢ the oil of joy -

La
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for mourning:” and though thou mayst seem
to thyself to lie as amongst . the pots, and es-
teem thyself as a broken vessel, yet it is my
invariable persuasion, thou shalt again be
brought forth as the dove, whose wings are
covered with silver, and her feathers with
yellow gold. ' '

Assuredly, my friend, if it would avail any
thmg to thy comfort, thou art very far from
-being alone in tribulation. I speak not-of
outward troubles; they, indeed, are light
afflictions, and they are but for a moment;
~ but of those which result from the spiritual

‘warfare, wherein we wrestle not with flesh
and blood only, nor our own concern as in-
dividuals; the impending judgments of the
Lord on a backsliding generation, and the
general state of the churches amongst our-
selves, wherein the obvious, painful preva-
lence of the nature and spirit of the world,
the famine of that. Word whose entrance
. giveth life, furnish abundant cause to the
living for mourning, for sackcloth, for un
‘speakable distress! Nevertheless, we are”
at seasons favoured to behold, in the vision
of Divine Light, a prospect into better times;
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‘wherein the Lord will innmercy “turn: agam
our captivity as the streams An- the- south ;”
times wherein the Lord will more ermnent-
ly appear to be with us, and: the shout ofa
mighty ng be-heard amongst us;.-who
will ‘again make “ His. angels spmts, and
His ministers a ﬂame of fire.” - -
Thus is my faith as an individual though
I trust, in concert with many others, éfrength-
ened to beheve that the time. will: come,
when' the. gospel shall be preached in all
nations, with the Holy: ‘Ghost - sent. -down
from heaven; “that ¢ from the . rising- of the
sun even. unto the going down of the same,”’
His “name shall be great.among the gen- '
tiles, and in every place; incense. shall be
offered unto his name, and a pure offenng %
Thus shall:the knowledge of the Lord cover
~ the earth; thus shall the whole earth be fill-

‘ed ‘with His ‘glory; then shall the morning

stars sing together, and all the sons - of God
shout for joy. sEE
Upon:the whole, 1 cannot forbear to add
‘hat 1 wish myself-moreé worthy-of - the suf-
ferings of the present -day ;- more worthy to
partake in the- glory that shall- follow; and
.. D



that I was more. worthy to_express. _these
thmgs in this manner to one s0 far above me.

- My 1 wife _]oms, in dear love to thyself and,
husband with me; and at this tlme, in con-
ﬁrmed falth and fresh desires for thy  pre-
servatlon and dehverance in the will of God,
I conclude, and subscube myself thy brother

A‘m Chnst Jesus, o
o _ J_OHN ‘THoRP.

“Lettet —VIXX |
To F nmcns DODSHON

" 8th Mo 23 1778 .

My dear Fnend

Although T have a partlcular value for‘
'thee, and count myself favoured by thy cor- -
respondence; yet conscious what I am, and
indeed what all instruments are, and v
they are but; and knowing that. all_

‘ comes from the one Fountain-of Good, an
is never 50 eﬂ'ectually admlmstered as wheb
the living sprmgs from thence . are immedi-

. a.tely opened in - the soul, _whereby 1 have
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_ desired thou mlghtest be supphed W1th eve-

1y degree of wisdom and patience,. strength

and consolation, which God -only wise sees
meet to vouchsafe ‘unto thee; 5o that was
willing to" decline writing, - until T felt * my

- mind impressed with some “degree of neces-

sity ; and truly’l may tell thee, that I feel
much sympathy and concem for thee in'thy
present suﬁ'ermg state, ‘yet" ever attended

'with an indubitable evidence that all thmgs

will work together-for thy- good; and that,
when the Lord shall see meet to say, *“Ii is

enough,” thy soul shall be set at hberty, and - -

filled forever with His praise. ,
The Lord’s ways are not our ways, Hls
thoughts are not our thoughts; one day with_

"Him is “as a thousand years, and a thou-
“sand years as oné day.” The depths, the

;

designs, the concealed mercy in His varied
dispensations, when His way is in the thick
darkness, are beyond our comprehension;
but this we know, that with Him there is
“ no- vanableness, neither: shadow of turn-
ing;” that having loved His:own, He loveth

- them to the end; thatthrough whatsoever suf~

ferings, tnbulatlons or conﬂlcts, He: may ‘be

!
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pleased to lead His chosen ones, that.it is
His good pleasure to give them the kmgdom s
that He is greater than all, and nene shall be .

. able topluck them out of His hand. L

- Be not then, my dear friend, discouraged,

When the: enemy. may be_ permitted to sift
and to buffet thee ; endeavour to s_tand s_tlll
in.these timés-'of trial, and in the Lord’s time
He will lift up an eﬁ'éc,tual standard against
him, and .cause thee .afresh to experience
His complete salvation. -Deeply have the:
most dignified of all the children of God
often been tried; often led in paths of unut-
terable humiliation and abasement, in the -
course of their pm*iﬁcation ; yet were none
that ever trusted in the Lord, and:abode in
His fear, confoiinded - or forsaken Whom
hath He ever prepared for a habitation with
“Him in glory, who have not measureably
drunk of this cup, and been baptized with’
this baptism? “I am a worm,and noman;”?

I have not the spirit of a man; “Iam for- -
gotten asa-dead man out of mind;. I am like .

a broken vessel,” is a- language in: Whlch‘
all the redeemed of our God ‘have been:
more or less instructed. “ Are ‘ye  able -
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‘to drink . of the cup that I'shall drink of; and
to be baptized -with the baptlsm thatl am
baptized with  was'the very query propos-.— '
ed -by our blessed Lord to the two disciples;
who were emulous of a situation-at His right
and left hand in glory. - Now what ‘was this
cup, and what was this baptism ?- it was'a
cup. of ineffable, agonizing dlstress, and bap-
tism into the deepest suffering and death; -
the depth and nature whereof are awfully .
set forth in that solemn expostu]atlon, “ Why
hast thou forsaken me ?’ - This wag the bap-
tism through which the holy Jesus bad’ to
- pass, and with which he was straitened un-
til it was accomplished. = This was the " ‘cup
Whlch though intolerable to human: nature,
He was desirous to drink, accordmg to the -
will of God: ¢Father, if ‘this cup may not-
pass from me, except I drink it, thy will be

done.” This is the: acceptable ‘state ; this

was the mind that was in Christ, concerning

whom it is" written -in the volume of ‘the

book, “Lo! I cometo do thy will, O God,”

*and not his own. ' Oh the perfection of this

state! wherein no choice is formed, no de-

site arises, no prayers are offered up, but
: . o*
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~ what ‘are circumscribed by, andcentre in,
“not my will, ‘but thine be done.” Itisito
redice us to; or- rather, raise us into this state,
that all the varied turnings of His holy hand
‘and the- dlspensatlons of ‘His providence, are
dltected and then, in this state; whether we
are called to ‘unite in the hosanna to our
adorable Redeemer, or go with Him over
the brook Cedron, and with Him sweat great
- drops'of sorrow, we' are’ equally acceptable
* unto Him. Tt is to this state all things are”
equally sanctified, whether it be to reign or
to suffer with Him ; whether the north or
_the south ‘wind - blows upon ‘it, the spices
equally flow out, and “ascend as incense,
equally acceptable unto the God of heaven
and of the whole earth. - ' L
#Beé not then dlsmayed, give not Way to:
/glawsh fear, attend not ‘to the discourage-
{ ments the enemy-would cast before thee;
Jfor, I believe thou wast never more. under
the Divine notice, nor more acceptable to
Him, than in this very season; and so sure
as the records of heaven do not fail, so sure
is thy name written there, never, never to be
erased.” Though thou feel not the. uniform’



, prev'\lence of that Power, unto which the
devils-are subject, in the" degree thou hast
formerly done, " “ Yetin this rejoice, ”; sald*_'
our holy Redeemer, “ that your. names are
written in heaven:” and though _thy present
staté, according to thy own sensibility of it,
be a painful, dark, oppressed, imprisonéd
state, yet permit me to-say, fear not -the

" Lord is on thy side, encamped round about'
thee; ¢ greater is He that is in thee, than he
that is in the world ;” and, in His own tlme,
He will open the prison doors, He will re-
licve the oppressed, and “say to.the prison-
ers, -Go forth, to them that are in darkness,
Show yourselves ;7 and. thy feedmg shall
;again be in the Wtys, and. thy pastures in

Iall high places. -

—How canst thou thmk my- dear fuend at

. any time, that thou art finally forsaken or

" forgotten of God though in  unsearchable.

\ wrsdom, He sees meet to hide His face, at
seasons, from thee? Is God unntrhteous?
do His compassrons ever fail? are not-his

promises sure? and-doth’ He not strictly
keep covenant? Hath He not delivered out of
six troubles, and is His arm shortened ? Hath



- He vouchsafed, in unutterable love, to draw
thy soul after H1m in infant years, and to
~ reveal himself unto thee, to be the stay of
thy youth the God of thy life, and will He
now forsake thee?'No; glory to His name,
_ itis not so; Heé is the same ‘He ever was,
- when thy soul was first ravished with Him,
and He became to theé “ the chiefest among
‘ten thousand.” His regard, his love, the
yeaming of His bowels; are as much as ever
towards thee; and, as He hath vouchsafed
to be thy morning light; and- the stay of thy
youth, so will he be thy evening song, and
the staff of thy old age: - Endeavour then,
~my dearfriend, to cast out all discouragements.
| and painful doubtmgs, and let thy hope; thy
trust, thy only expectation be from Him ;
and though thou mayst seem cast out.from
His sight, yet, let thy looking be towards
His holy temple; and in His own time He
will give thee the  desire of thy heart,-and
thou shalt yet praise Him on the banks of
deliverance; and tell of His wonders in the
deep, who is a'Ged, infinite in' power, wis-
dom and love; whose “ mercy endureth for- -
ever,” and of whose loving kindness there is
no end. '

{
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- I desire the increase and establishment of -
thy health and in order to it, I wish thee to
take.as much -exercise, - within and w1thout
doors, as thou art capable of without. weari-
ness; and. let nothing prevail, :1;0,1ndu,c_er thee
to deny thyself of any quantity or quality
of food that may best nourish and sustam thy
body : S e
/ -1 am, with much aﬂ'ectxon, real regard, __
/ and logre unfclalig;ned , thy fnend in the fellow-

/ ship of gospel love ' 2
\_p__i,,f..__ S JoHN ‘ Tnogr. o

Letter IX.
s To FliANCEs Donsnom
Manchester, 6th Mo. 17 1779 :

WIy dear Fnend TR -

- T cannot Wlth ease omit thls opportumty
of commumcatmg a few lines to thee, toac- -
knowledge the receipt of thy letter; and be
assured, no want of true friendship for thee,
nor inattention to the subject, has been the
cause. Why I have ‘not: answered it sooner ;
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but chiefly because I have nothing: to say,
which has not in substance at least been al-
ready said. My faith and hope, and all my
feelings concerning thee, when clothed with
a right mind, being mvanably ‘the -same;
and because I am. abundantly ‘persuaded,
 that however, in thy own apprehension, thou
mayst seem- to stand in need of compas-
sion and help from the least of the flock, yet
I know that He, who made and supports all
worlds, and all beings ; with whom not only
all the treasures of wisdom and: knowledge
are, but also all power in heaven and on
earth, is thy Shepherd; thy Saviour, thy
~ shield, and thy exceeding great reward. -

With regard to the distressing probations
of thy present state, I have only to say, I
pray in. faith that thou mayst be supported
under. and to- the end of them all; that the
gracious design of the Almighty may be fully
answered concerning thee. - What I. feel at
“any time of concern for thee, is on account
of thy present suffering; for I have no fear
or doubt at all with respect to ‘the issue of
thy present conflicts. = Nay,- verily, when: I
haveread over thy letters, those which have
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been most replete with lamentation and fear;
so far have I been from feeling any degree -
of discouragement on thy ‘account,’ that my
faith has often been raised to a degree of as-
surance, that there was no one in a safer
state. .“ My Father is greater tham all,” said
the- adorable Jesus,.concerning those whom.
the Father had drawn unto and giveh Him,
“and none can pluck them’ out. of my Fa-
ther’s hand.” S o
Is the cause of thy present. suﬂ'ermg a pam—
ful uncertainty whetherit originateth in mind
or body ; whether on thy own account as an
evil-doer, or in a state of union with the holy,
suffering seed, filling up what remains of the
afflictions of . Christ, for His body’s sake,
which is the church? whether purely a dis-
pensation from the Almighty, for-thy more
perfect purification, or the .weight of His
judgments for former offences? or whether
arising only from natural causes in ‘the con-
stitution of the human frame ? is the clear,
-~ distinct- knowledge of these things at all
veiled or hid from thyself or others'? why is
it so? Doth: not Infinite Wisdom know it,
and cannot He reveal 1t ? - What is the rea~
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- son, then, why He doth not do-it? why,
-surely, because it is best it should be con-
cealed, just in the manner and degree itis.
O that thou couldst but cast, without inter-
mission; all caring and anxious- sohcltude,
‘concerning these things, upon Him - who
- careth for-thee ;- and - think. of - nothing but
‘the most perfect submission and resignation
to the . will of God, whether in suffering or
reigning with Him. - Now, I -verily believe
‘this is thy desire and concern, and therefore
I am persuaded that, however thy trial may
-be permitted to continue or increase ; though
the furnace should be heated seven times
hotter than it ever yet hath been, yet shalt
-thou be brought forth but with so much
greater purity, without so much as the smell
.of fire having passed on thy garments, - -

: Oh.the unspeakable safety of this resign-
ed; humble, trusting, depending state! "and
truly the fitness and necessity of it, are equal
to its safety : for what are we, and what have
we to-boast of but our abundant mﬁrml_tles?

- Beset then as we a,te, in this ‘state of p_i'oba—
tion; from within and from without, what
can the willings and runnings of the crea-
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ture avail ? or what have we to ‘trust -in, to
rely or ‘depend upon, but upon God who
showeth mercy ? and that mercy is. Curist
Jesus. I:commend. thee then, with my-
self, my dear friend, into the arms of this
Everlasting Mercy, for safety, keeping, and
preservation; for He is,  (thou hast hitherto
experienced it to be so, and thou wilt do to
the end,) that salvatlon which God'hath ap-
pointed ¢ for walls and bulwarks;” -and the -
more thou art weakened and 'reduced, as to
thy own strength, the more will His strength
be magnified in thy salvation, And I have
‘to believe, and liberty-to express it, that the
motre thou art emptied and humbled, the .
‘more abundantly-thou shalt be filled with
~ His glory and presence, who is thy life. The
-deeper thou descendest int® suffermg and
humiliation, the higher shalt thou rise in do-
minion, Wlth thy suffering, glonﬁed Redeem-
er; for, as said the apostle, “If we-be dead -
with Him, we shall also live with Him ; if
we suffer, we shall also reign with Him,”?

- Itis in my heart therefore to say, Be care-
- ful for nothing; butin every thing, by prayer
and supplication, let thy wants be-made

E



a2

known unto-God; cast all thy care upon Hlm,
both with regard to' soul 'and body, time and
eternity, and He will be every thing to-thee
thou- standest in need of, a(,cordmw to the
riches of His mercy in Christ Jesus.” And, in-
deed Ib‘se,e it clearly with an eye of faith, that
the Lord, the glorious Lord, both is and will
be unto thee, wisdom, righteousness, and
strength ; thy sword, thy bow, thy battle-axe,
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.
I know He is on thy side, encamped round
about thee ; “ and though a thousand fall at
thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand,”
thou shalt be preserved as-Mount Sion that
- cannot be moved. =My soul is exceedingly
humbled, in thankfulness to the God of all

grace; for that, in adorable condescension,

.He hath vouchsafed to fill my heart at this
time, for thy sake nodoubt, with such a de-

gree of faith and hope concerning thee, as I

am not able to express ,——thanksglvmg and

praise be to Him therefore. :

It has several times struck my mind, thst

I have been writing, and adegree of sym-

pathy has been raised in my heart with thee,

that thy present humiliation, and compara-~
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tive uselessness in: thy own- apprehensxon,
in respect of former service, affect thee with
a generous concern, on the church’s account,
wherein, to be sure, the number of upright la-
bourers is small ; but know, my dear friend,
nay, thou dost know it, that the work and the
power too are the Lord’s ; that He can work
by many or by few, with or Wlthout instru-
ments and I believe He will- work marvel-
lously, and by His power carry on His work,
and none shall'let it. -To Him, therefore;
let us commit his own cause, ‘desiring, will-
ing, choosing nothing for ourselves, but that
His will may be done i in us and by us, as it
is done in heaven. -
-1 have only to add, that I Would have thee

" in any wise comply with whatever thow
thinkest may conduce to thy bodily health,
in meet, drink, sleep, and exercise: to do
any thing to - injure our health, or shorten
our lives, is certainly a fault, The blessing
of natural life and heslth, deserves our gra-
titude and attention ; and I believe it equal-
ly offensive to defile or to destroy.
-'1.desire to be remembered by thee. It is
always pleasing to- me to hear from thee-



Give my love to thy husband ‘in Whlch my
wxfe Jjoins, and to. thyself _

Inthe unfelgned fellowship of the gospel
I conclude at this time, and subscnbe my-
,self, thy lovmg and affectionate friend,
' - JomN .THOBP

P S —Thou hast no occasmn to fear my
being offended at thy ha,vmg suffered some
of my 1etters to be seen; it is perfectly no-
: thmg tome. ~

~ Letter X.
- 'i‘o Frances DobsHox.

Manchester, 4th Mo. 16, 1780.

| My dear Friend, .

It mlght seem somewhat inconsistent
" with that friendship  which' I have often, and
with' much sincerity, professed for thee, (and
which in truth I do constantly possess,) that
I -have been so long in acknowledging the
~ receipt of thy letter, which, as all thine are,
was. a welcome: one to me; but thou;, my
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friend, hast’been better instructed, wherein
the best fellowship consisteth,—not in words,
but is beyond them, and standeth on that
Foundation which will endure for ever. *But
the truth is, I had nothing whié¢h I believed
it to be my business to-communicate; at
which, indeed, T do not - wonder, believing
the best of Counsellors, on whom all sure
help is laid, to be often near thee; and thou
knowest, the more our eye and attentmn are
steadily unte Him, and our’ only expecta—
tion is from Him, the more we are inthe =
way of receiving that help which cometh
from Him; and this, thou knowest, is with-
out exception, whatever be our state, To
be preserved in faith, in patience, in humili-
ty and resignation of mind, in heights, in
depths, in the night and in the day, is what
T'most earnestly desire'on my own-account;
and I believe it to be the happy exercise
(and, in good degree, the blessed exp'er—i—
ence) of my much esteemed friend. R
I desire my love to thy husband, whose
kindness towards thee, and sympathy with
thee, and (according to his measure) bearing
a part of thy burden, will, T have no doubt,
. 'E* ) .
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like the prayers and alms of Cornelius, go
up as'a memorial before God. :

: In a measure of that love, and desire for
its increase, which believeth, hopeth and
endureth all things, Wher'eih consisteth the
communion - of :saints, and “the resurrection
from the dead, I conclude at this time; thy

truly aﬂ'ectmnate friend, .
Jonn THORP.,

© - Letter X1.~
"To F“RANCES ‘Dopsnon.
Manchester 11th Mo. 5, 1780

My dear Friend,

My mind is frequent]y so shut up - in
meetings, and after them too, (and my mouth -
of course,) through the absence of Divine
Light, at least-as to the sensible feeling and
enjoyment of it in dominion, that I-seem-to
myself often unfit to speak or write any thing
on religious subjects; yet, whether in suf-
fering or rejoicing, I have fellowship with
thee, and experience no abatement of that
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éssvm‘ance» which hath often been sealed on
my mind; of the ;s'afety ‘and hlessedness of
thy state; and- though Infinite ‘Wisdom is
pleased still to permit close trials and con-
flicts to attend, yet these are but marks of
filiation ; “ whom the- Lord loveth he chas-
teneth ;”’ those whom He is in mercy. pre-
paring to-be clothed in Whlte, He i Is leadmo'
through many tribulations,

I remember when I'was a child in years
and in religious exercises, I thought there
was none so exempt from trials and troubles
as thos¢ who were truly devoted to God:
but T'have since been otherwise instructed;
and I now believe, that’ they ‘who -are most
_entlrely devoted to Him, are often led into
the greatest- depths of suffering. - 'This is
abundantly evinced by the patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and confessors-of the holy
Jesus, who was himself “a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief ;”” -nay, he was
esteemed “ stricken; smitten of God and af-
flicted; so that, . should ourjudgment be so
far taken away in the days of our humili-
ation, as thus to esteem ourselves “smit-
ten, stricken of God and afflicted,”. it is no
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“mote ‘than what happened- to. our blessed
Lord. But what need have I to write these
things to thee? thou knowest them far bet-
ter than I am able'to-express them, and the
ground and cause have been deeply opened
1in thee, to.wit, that every thing in us' might
be given up, crucified and slain, but  that
- holy: birth of life, which, in perfect submis-

" sion and resignation, prays always to its Fa-
ther, who is in heaven, “ Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done.” R

‘It is certainly the will of God, and con-
sistent with His goodness, so to sanctify all

- crosses and afflictions to His children, as to
‘make them a meaps of their passing more
entirely into the Divine nature ; of entering
more fully into Him, who is the soul’s ‘rest
and sure hiding-place forever ; so that, put-

" ting their whole trust in God, they leave to

His disposal all their. concerns, both here

" and hereafter. I think I am sensible, whilst
T-am writing, of the ardent longing of thy

‘soul.after this state; and as fully so that it
is the will: of God in Christ Jesus to gather
thee into it; and truly I believe, thou art far
nearer to -this perfect state, than many of
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those whom thou preferrest to thyself and
who perhaps are little acquamted ‘with thy
depths of conflict. .

T know thou makest no great account of
outward crosses and suﬂ'enngs I know the
distress. of thy soul is the ‘absence of thy
Beloved, and Bridegroom of souls; but art
thou grown therefore more indifferent about
Him? are thy desires abated, ot' do thy
longings cease ? Nay, are they not increas-
ed, and art not thou become more weaned
from every thing besides Him ? What then -
shall we say, my dear friend ? perhaps it
was for this end that He has withdrawn Him-
self, (as to the sensible enjoyment,) that so
we might become, by this means, more fully
prepared, and our capacities more enlarged,
for Him to take up His abode with us for-
ever. Now, I have no doubt at all, but this
will in due time become thy singularly hap-
py and blessed experience. Oh! if I were
but as fully persuaded concerning myself,
that all that spiritual poverty, darkness, bar-
renness, and distress, which I frequently ex-
perience,- would turn to the same good ac-
count; how thankful should I be! YetIam



kept-above despondéncy’; my faith and hope,
‘through and in Divine Mercy, are preserved.
I know in whom I have believed, and in
whom thou hast most surely believed; and
that He is able to keep that which we have
desired, and at times been enabled to com-
~ mit unto Him: Amen. : ‘
“In a feeling sense of the virtue, love, and
sincerity of divine truth, concludes at th1s~
txme, thy aﬂ'ectlonate fuend 4
" Je OHN THORP.

Letter X11.
| To Frances ‘DODSHQN.
" Manchester, 9th Mo. 24, 1781.
My dear Friend, = .

Feeling at this time renewedly a con-
siderable degree of sympathy, affection, and
concern for thee, it is'in my heart to visit
- thee with a few lines, though in truth I have

not a”sentence before me, nor any appre-
hension that I shall have any thing to say in
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the truth, _Whereof thou art not more grown. .
and confirmed by experience ; yet if haps
pﬂy, through the Divine blessing, I should
be so directed in this letter; that it should
tend in any degree to stir up the pure mind,
to strengthen the hands which are ready to
hang down, and to confirm the feeble knees,
I know  that humble thankfulness would
therefore arise, as indeed it ought, to the
Giver of every good and perfect gift.

Inthe account- Whlch thou writest me, con-
cerning thy state, there is still much com-
plaint of the frequent absence of that ado-
rable Goodness from whlch all real com-
fort and happiness can spring. - This, added
to thy advanced age and present arduous -
situation , together with some unhappy events
which have lately happened in the compass -
of your meeting; the consideration and feel-
ing of these things must needs clothe thy
mind with sackcloth and great distress. The
occasion which has been given, by reason of
the things which have happened, for the ad-
versary to speak reproachfully, the testimo-
ny seeming to fall in the streets, deserted -
and betrayed by those who should have
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united in its support is truly very affecting;
so-that indeed there seems. great reason to
adopt . that mournful - query, Lord, “ what
wilt thou do unto thy great Name?” or “hy
“whom shall Jacob ‘arise, for he ‘is small ?”
Now, my. dear friend, in such a situation of
things as this, what can we do? Can we
* rebuild the walls'of Sion, or restore her waste
‘places? Can we fight the Lord’s battles, and
turn again the captivity of his people? Are
we able to go in and out before them, to
mourn skilfully ourselves, and teach the
" daughters lamentation ? Nay, who is suffi-
“cient for these things ? What then remains
for us to do P what is our proper business ?
Why, surely, that very same thing which the
great apostle adviseth, in these words:
¢« Study to be qu1et and to do your own bu-
siness.”

- “Tt is-not in man that walketh to direct
* his steps” aright ; the wrath of man (nor his
‘zeal neither) werketh not the righteousness
of God. ¢ The steps of a good man are or-
dered by the Lord.” “Study to be quiet,”
and in peaceful, perfect submission, com-
mit thyself wholly into the hands of Almigh-
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rest: always satisfied; for'surely it:is' fit that
He should dispose of us; that:He should di-
rect every thing that any way relates; either
to our outward orinward state ; because He
is our: Father, if we'are but enough depen-
dent'on Him. He only is wise, and knows
what is best for us; and what will most con-
tnbute to his'glory. This is the atceptable
state' “ Thy will be done; ” -give what
Thou pleasest; withhold what Tho’u pleasest.
“Give us this day our daily bread,” whether
it be the bread of adversity, -or the water of
affliction ; -or. the bread which cometh down
from heaven, ‘and givethlife unto the world.
“ Thy- will be done;” whether Thou be
pleased ‘to-lift up the light of ‘Thy counten-
ance, and bless us with the sensible enjoy--
ment of Thy glorious: presence, wherein in-
déed there is life; or Thou seest it more
profitable for us to be exercised in a state of -
barrenness, mourning; deep feeling” of our
own weakness, and spiritaal  poverty, Thy
will, Thy holy blessed will'be done.

- Now, I do believe thou art advanced far,
very far ‘beyond me-in these experiences;

F
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but. yet Iknow what I say,-and indeed I
have seen, and do see, such an excellence,
‘such necessity, such perfection, safety, and -
‘beauty, in this state of perfect, total, unre-
served submission and resignation to God,
more especially in spiritual thmgs, ‘but in=
deed in all things ; that I am. no- way able
to express myself in a manner equal to my
views and feelings of this. state ; nor to -re-.
commend it accordmg to its mﬁmte worth ;
because it is here we see our own. nothmg—
ness, and the arr of God It is here that we
receive counsel and- ability to perform the
service of the present day, resting satisfied:
with HlS appointments and. allotments,
whether in public or private labour, whether
in doing or suffering, according to the wﬂl :
of God. ‘

God Almighty, if it be His w11], gather.
and preserve thee here, in a state of humble
trust and firm reliance on His mercy ; and
Timit and rebuke the power of the enemy,
that he may never be permitted to bring
thee into any degree of despondency...

To the keeping, guidance, and protection
of the great Shepherd of Israel, I commend
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thee with myself, and at thxs tlme bld thee
farewell. :
- From thy 1ovmg, aﬂ’ectlonate friend,
: JOHN THORP

~P. 8. Martha Routhison a r'eli'gio'us visit

to some meetings in Yorkshire. Brother T.
Cash, in company with Isadc Gray, is on a
visit to several of the midland couhities: and
William Rathbone on the same errand in
the southwest ; : so that the work of the Lord
is going forward, and then, no - matter who
~are the instruments, all is right that is in the
Divine “ appointment. - So that the walls of
partition and opposition be brought down, no .
‘matter whether the silver- trumpet, or the
ram’s horn be made ‘use of -as the instru-
ment.”

- T cannot well forbear Just adding; that the
faith and hope which I have so_frequently
felt . concerning thee, and ‘sometimes ex-
-pressed in my letters; remain with:me in as
~great a degree as ever; and no shadow of
- doubt. at-any time -attends ‘my ‘mind con-
cerning thy state, ‘which I verily believe to
‘be in the allotment of consummate Wisdom,
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.and that it will turn to- thy unspeakable-ad-
vantage, and, in the end, be sanctified to. thy
everlasting salvatlon e

Lette\: Xlll
To RICHARD SHACKLETON.
Manchester 1st Mo 11 1’782

My dear Fnend _ ,

- Thy letters we. recelved duly, though
We have not answered them S0.- I Was anx-
,_-safe amval at your respectlve habltatmns,
and.was pleased toread the. -account of itin
thy first letter. -I-was much. pleased with-it,
as it seemed to me replete with sentiments
and monitions, not only truly Christian, ibut
wvery seasonable. - It is cause .of thankful-
ness to some of us, to hear that we have so
auch place in thy affectionate remem-
brance; and truly ‘thou art frequently re-
membered by us, 1 almost think with as
much - affection and regard as -thou canst
wish. » :
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‘Ever since thou left us, I have purposed
to write to thee ; but-a sort of procrastina-
“tion somewhat natural to me, and not-the
least of my weaknesses, has hitherto pre-
~vented: yet I think I know so much of the
nature of religious, I-had almost said di-
vine friendship, as to allow me to say, that
it can be effectually-supported without ex-
terior correspondence, (though this I much
approve inits place.) . The nature, the ground,
and suppoert of this friendship, are most excel-
lently described ina few wordsby the beloved
disciple: ¢ If we walk in the light, as He is
in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin.” As thisis
‘experienced in any good degree, what a
~ unity is felt with all the living, what sym-
pathy, what harmony, what salutations .of
love unfeigned ; not only to particulars, but
.also to the whole- famlly and hentage of

Godl .

‘We may esteem, value, and regard one

another as men, according to the opinion

we conceive of each other’s excellence, as

1 do thee for brightness, wit, and learning ;
_ o
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but attractive as these are;had I beheld in
my :dear friend .no-higher- excellencies -than
these, I should ‘hardly have wished, if it had
been in my power, to have cultivated an ac-
quaintance with thee. ‘No; it is the virtues -
of a hidden life, and the knowledge of one
- another therein, that cement the brother-
‘hood, and unite the living. members of the
body, not only to the Holy Head, but unto
one another; and here, and only here, the
most excellent parts become truly amiable,
under the sanctifying operation of that Pow-
er, which takes them out of the service of the
natural man, and consecrates them to the
glory and honour of Him alone, who is.the
Author and Giver of every good and perfect
gift, and who alone can sanctify it. -

In writing to thee; who knowest and carest
for the churches, the state of things here
presents itself; but alas! what can I say;
1 fear the case is too general; both church
and state inclusive, “Without are fightings,
and within are fears;”? ‘“abroad the sword
bereaveth, at home there is as death.” Yet
there are, I trust, both here and in most other
meetings, yea, and amongst those also wheo
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are not of this fold, those whose concern itis
‘to watch and keep their -garments, that .so
they may not be found naked ; although these
are deeply and frequently baptized, not enly
- in the cloud and in the sea, and for'the dead,
but into a deep feeling of that prevailing fa-
mine, not-of bread, but of the refreshing,
powerful; life-giving word of God. Oh!
how necessary, and how much to Be desir-
ed, in such' a situation of things as this, is
total, perfect resignation ; and, if happily, we
might attain unto it, total, perfect dedica-
tion ; that so we ‘might stand upright in our
various lots, subjected to the teaching of Di-
vine Wisdom ; and seeking to the Strong for
strength, that we might be enabled to bear
the burdens . and discharge the duties He
might permit or appoint unto us; and then
all would be well, and we should be secure
in His protection, how deep soever He
might be pleased to lead, into the fellowship
of His sufferings, such as are made willing
to be conformable unto His death,

‘Great are the commotions that are in the
world, great in the earth is the distress of
nations, and great is the perplexity of many
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exercised minds, who are; at seasons; tossed
‘as with a tempest,-and. not: comforted.—
« Nevertheéless, the foundation of God stand-
eth sure,” ‘and this seal forever will remain
upon it, ¢ The Lord knoweth them that.are
His;” and these he will preserve, whe; like
righteous Noah, are concerned to enter:into
the ark of His holy covenant ; they shall be
therein preserved safe, for a remnant of a
holy seed, though it may be as on the waters,
‘whilst the deluge of His wrath is pourcd
forth on a backsliding generation.

I have written these things in the llberty
and simplicity in which they have been pre-
sented to my own mind. I know thou art
wise, not only to admit of this freedom, but,
ifit can be, to gather any little hint that may
be profitable, even from the meanest mstru—
ment. : ' : e

" Our friend Sarah Taylor, who writes to
t_hee under this cover, will ‘give thee the
best -account of those circumstances thou
enquirest after; relating to our worthy friend
Joseph ‘Harwood. . She remembers to have
heard him relate them, which I do not; any
additionsto, orimprovements of; those frag-
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"-ments I:put:together; wouldbe highly.pleas-
ing to me. To preserve -the memorial-of
‘therighteous, seems:an -act: of justice-due to
‘the hvmg and to the.dead ;-and particulatly
‘due ‘in -gratitude to Hlm, who ‘hath’been
‘their:Rock and their:Strength, and'by whese
power and goodness they have been led and
supported through many tnbulatmns, mto
His gloriouskingdom. = - \J
I shall just say, before I conclnde, that 1
wish for thee asifor mysélf,:an increase of
every virtue ; and that we may experience,
as an addition to all other blessings, the
blessing of a. thankful, ‘deeply thankful, and
truly devoted heart.
© 1 feel in measure the good-wﬂl whiichtruth
‘inspires extend £o: thy}famlly,vm whlch I sa-
ute them, and wish the ¥irtues: and riches of
it evermore to rest upon:them ; that therein
they may :become:fruitful.to His praise, who
‘hath.called them to glory-and virtue :—par-
ticularly ;I -wish- this for thy son; may-he,
like.good: ald .Jacob, be .concerned to seek,
and favoured to exp}erwpce,_th.e Divine bless~
ing to-prevail :above the blessings - of his
progenitors, unto..the -utmost bound of the
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-everlasting. hills,” . to rest: upon him, and on’
‘his.seed forever. .- . R
Ineed not tell thee, that to hear from thee
at convenient seasons, will not. only be ex-
pected and acceptable, but- acknowledged

as a favour, by thy: smcerely aﬁ”ectxonate
“friend,

g K

J OHN THORP

Cdese x.
. To ROBERT VALENTINE |

Manchester, 8th Mo 15, 1782

My dear annd

- Understanding thou art hkely to be at
Kendal on first-day next, I could not with
‘ease let slip the opportunity of writing, first
- to inform thee we' got ‘safe home the eve-
“ning of the day we left thee ; and I think I

. may- safely add, we were favoured to return
+in'some degree of" thankfulness, under the-
covermg of Divine peace. - :

- We were much -pleased, nay more than_
pleased, to hear  thou hadst a satisfactory
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meeting ‘with «friends- at Leeds.. What can
we say ‘to-these things! God: only is. wise,
and all that He does is right. Oh! that we
may -carefully endeavour- after that ‘perfect
degree of resignation, that not-only bows:in -
submission to. every.. dlspensatmn of Divine
Providence, but that can in every thmg glve :
thanks. -~ - i
I' think I knoW 50 wel] my. very\idear
friend, the Rock whereon thou standest, and
its- sufficiency to support; the humility, sim-:
plicity, and dedication of thy heart to be, to
do, to bear, and suffer all things according
to the will of God, that it seems to me .al--
mostunnecessa.fy_ to endeavour to express
that desire and encoui‘agement which I feel
in my heart for thee, that thou mayst steadi-
ly persevere therein, even to the -end.  But
I am not altogether ignorant of the devices .
of the enemy, nor of the deeply proving ex-.
ercises which-attend thee in the course of
thy ministerial labours and . sufferings a-
mongst a backsliding and rebellious people;
and I know something, yea, more than lan- .
guage. can express, of those most trying, most -
~ humiliating  seasons, wherem the mind is-
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divested of its strength:and ‘comfort;-and-is’
suffered- to - feel, in an-ineffable-manner; ity

_own :weakness and misery. “When F con-
sider these things; my: dear-friend; together
with thy advanced age, bodily” weakness;”
the perilousness-of the present times; thy dis-

tance from thy. near connexions, and-the un-
feeling state of those who, many times; are
thy attendants from place to:place; when my

mind hath: been: baptized: into-sympathy
with-thee in feeling these things, my heart’
within' me hath' been humbled- on thy: ac-

count ; but-yet: I neither see nor feel the

least room for despondency ; on-the contra~ -
ry;/my-heart is filled with- faith and ‘ encour-

agement for thee; -

“We know: Him in Whom,We have bellev- :
‘ed ;- that infinite mercy, power,: andlove,
“are with Him; and that He is'able to keep-
those:who: have committed themselves unto-
Him. What a blessedness there-is in ‘cast- -
ing our care entirely upon Him! I fully be-
lieve; I can hardly help saying, I know thou
dost this, and that therein thou wilt be safe,
and infallibly experiénce; to thy-everlasting
comfort ‘that He, the Lord' God Almighty,
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who raised thee up to be His servant, and
called thee from a distant land to labour in
this part. of His vmeyard will not only sup-
port thee in His service, and bless the work
in thy hands, but will assuredly be to thee
both sword, and bow, and battle-axe ; thy,
shield; and thy exceeding great reward '
= hope thou wilt not be offended at the
hberty 1 bave taken to write these: things ;
I have copled them, as carefully as- 1 have
been able, from the present feehngs of my
heart. .
1 should be glad of one lme from thee, but
I know thou .writest with much difficulty ;
however; I hope, when it is well with thee,
thou wilt remember me: My wife, brother
Thomas Cash, and Margaret Cooke, unite
in dear love to thee, with thy aﬁ'ectwnate
loving fnend &
Jonx Tno'nr.
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Letter XV. :
To RICHARD SHACKLETON

Manchester, IOth Mo. 28,17 82

My dear Friend,

I confess that, in my own opinioen, Ihave
_ trespassed too much on thy. charity and pa-
tience; in- having so- long deferred to ac-
knowledge the receipt of thy very kind and
welcome letter, dated 2d-Mo. 24th.

I was pleased, nay obliged, by thy com-
‘municating to me so freely, seasonable in-
timations and: just remarks. respecting’ the
nature-and: support- of ‘our .discipline: they.
are my own sentiments ; I wish to pay suit-
-able attentlon to them, but- may. confess I
have need often to-have the pure mind stir-
red up, that I may both see and practlce that

which- mrequlred
B | suppose thou hast met before thlS time
“with thy brave old countryman, Robert Val-
entine. He laboured, with great fervency
an&'uprightness, amongst us in this place,
and some of us particularly were much com-
forted by hlS company. Martha Routh and
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T rode- nearly 200 mlles 10 ‘accompany him
- to sorne meetings in Yorkshire ; and indeed
T must “say, that' his zeal, upnghtness, and -
honesty, in rendering to all their -due, with-
out ‘partiality, without hypocnsy, or respect
of persons, were really comfortable, instrac-
tive and edifying ; and the more so; because
I have sometires been ‘afraid’ these excel-

lent virtues have- been too ‘much -wanting,

even where they ought - to have shone - with
the 'most dlstmgulshed lustre; - As Robert
spent eight or nine days ‘in Manchester, he
can tell ‘thee -any thing thou wantest to
know ‘about ‘us, :perhaps - bétter than I.can,
You have. got Ruth Fallows too, Iunderstand,
amongst you, anexcellent servant; and'Sarah
Grubb, whom I love-in the truth, is now on
her way with her husband to your National
Meeting. * Ireland seems to be much fa-
voured in this way : I wish fruits may arise
equal to the cultivation. . - : :
I will not trouble thee with any ,aecount
of my poverty and weakness ; how insignifi-
cant I seem to myself, or how niere a cipher
in socmty No matter for this; I think I
. cansayin truth, I envy no man’slot. I wish
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for no greater, higher, or other place in the
divine harmony, than that which unfailing
Wisdom would form me for; and so that I
may be happy enough to gain an establish-
ment here, I'neither ask nor desire more.
Perhaps it may be as well for me to
conclude ‘here ; ; for though I could write
* much, what need is there of it to one .who
knows where all ‘the treasures of Wisdom
and Knowledge are hid! and where to wait
to have them opened, and necessary instruc-
tion sealed! I wish, above every thing, for
: myselfand for thee, that we may frequently
'enough retire here, and dwell here ; for only
here is real edification known, and wisdom
and ability are received to do the will of God.
_In a-degree of the Heavenly Father’s love,
1 often remember t_hee, and therein I wish
to be remembered by thee for good ; in some
measure whereof, at this time, I salute thee
and thy family, wishing your prosperity in

the best things,  and an abundant- increase

) of heavenly riches.
' From thy truly aﬂ’ectlonate frlend
' J OHN THORP
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Letter XVI.

To

Manchester, 1782

If it were in my power to commumcate
to thee my motives for this address, ‘how re-
luctantly I entered upon it, how willingly 1
would have found- myself wholly excused

* from it; how sensible I am of the ungrateful

task of administering reproof, and how little
naturally I desire to be “my brother’s keep-

er;” how much I wish to mind my own busi-

ness, and. heartily despise the character of

being “a bpsy-body in other men ’s matters,” -

‘thou wouldst at least excuse me for giving
thee the trouble of this letter : but didst thou
know the power and end of that divine

love which at seasons I have felt to counter- '

act and overrule all natural reluctance, to

silence all human reasomng, to baptlze in- -

_toa deep feehng and care for the things
of others, for those things which are Jesus
- Christ’s, the thlngs which concern His peo-
ple, His cause and His honour; how un-

der the prevailing influence - of this love,

¥
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the condition of my-brethren hath sometimes
been brought near to my heart, and therein
an ardent travail raised for the redemption
of the whole creation ; didst thou know the
ineffable nature and pnnmple of this love,
thou. wouldst surely open -thy heart to re-
ceive whatever might be commumcated un-
_der its blessed influence.

~And first, it is with me to put thee in mind
of the uncertainty and transient continuance -
of all human satisfactions. Time is short,
and it remaineth, that those ¢ who hsive
wives be as though they had none ;? “they
“that buy, as though they possessed not,” and
they that plant, as though they did it not;
< for the fashion of this world passeth away;”
for man hath but a short time tolive, his days
are few, and often full of trouble; “ he com-
eth forth like a flower, and is c_ut_down, he
fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.”
- Were'it posslble for us to secure to ourselves
the full possession and gratlﬁcatlon of all the
desires of the heart and of the mind, to the
latest- period of existence here,’ the time
: would 'soon be over, and what should we do
in the end thereof? But alas' how- frequent



71

and great are the disappointments which ‘at-
“tend those” who are devoted to pursue the
pleasures, profits, and honours, of this-perish-
able‘world! what ups and downs attend our
pilgrimage through time! how - many,. ‘who
are brought up in palaces, embrace: dung—
hills, whilst others are raised from a very low

estate to sit amongst princes; so that there

is no certamty of the continuance of any
sublunary enJoyment because that He, who
is the God of heaven and of the whole earth, -
ruleth in"the klngdoms of men, and raiseth
up and pulleth down at His pleasure, that all
the earth might learn to fear before Him.
Many who have been tried with seasons of
prosperity, having departed. from the fear of
the Lord, and not walking humbly and thank-
fully before Him, have been stripped sud-
denly of their greatness, and brought into cir- -
‘cumstances truly humiliating ; and; like the
- abased king of Babylon; have been brought
to acknowledge to the supreme power and
wisdom of that God, whose mercies- they
have perverted, that- all His “works are truth,
and His ways judgment; and that those
who walk in pride Heis able to abase.”

.
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“Oh! that we mlght be awakened in time,
to a sense of our true mterest ‘and danger of
our standing ; that : S0 we m;ght see the great
necessity of, and be concerned earnestly to.
apply to the Father of M ercies for, the pre-
cious gift of that adorable wisdom, which
directs the mind to God, and'is able to pre-
‘serve us’in a state of humble, upnght walk-
’ ing before Him, out of all the snares of the
‘devil, the lusts of the flesh, and all the pomps
and vanities of this w1cked world ,

And now, having thus far expressed what
has been presented ‘and' opened the ‘way,
it seems, at least in my apprehensmn, inthe
‘ llne of -duty, to put thee upon consider-
mg thy rehglous professxon, and the consis-
tency or ‘otherwise of thy conduct with it ;
and this I doin a disposition the most un—
willing to offend ; I do not wish to upbraid
or irritate, but to stir up the pure mind, and
that not only for your own sakes, but that
the occasion of offence and stumbling mighit
be removed from others. Oh! that it was
thy concern to know and answer the end for
‘which the Lord raised us up to be a people,
- and in adorable condescension to set his
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"name -amongst, that so we. mlght be fora
remnant of a holy. seed, to hold up faathful]y
to- the nations the’ standard of truth and righ- -
teousness, rand become as “lights in the
~wotld,”. “as the salt of the earth,” as way-.
: ‘marks to the people, “as a city set on a hill,
that cannot be hid; that others, seeing-our
good works, mlght glonfy our Father whois
in heaven. - Now, when the profesédrs of
this blessed truth walk in the holy; light and
nature of it, under the exercise.of the cross
of Christ, thlS gracious end is so far answer-
ed; and in‘this sense it'is strictly true, ‘that
no man liveth to himself; our lives have a
certain mﬁuence upon others, as saith our
blessed Lord, “he ‘that is not with me is
against me, and he-that gathereth not w1th ,
me, scattereth.”

- When the virtue of d1vme light and truth
ﬁrst broke forth amongst our predecessors, it
brought. forth its. proper effects ; humility,
meekness, resignation to God, self-denial,
and universal _love, were conspicuous a-
mongst them. - What circumspection, what
simplicity and moderation, appeared a-
mongst them! a life all opposite to the na- -
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“ture and spii'it of this vain world, by which
‘the witness in others was. reached ‘and num-
bers who saw them,’ did fully acknowledge
them to be “the seed which the Lord hath
blessed.” Now, since it hath pleased Di-
vine ‘Wisdom to favour thee with a blrthnght
amongst this people -and, -after having ex-
ercised thee a little in the line of adversity,
to give thee the desire of thy heart, and turn
the balance of prosperity in thy favour, what
._ halve been the effects and consequences of
* What returns have been offered, of
love, of gratltude of humble dedication and
obedience? “What concern ‘to ‘set ‘up thy
‘banner in the name of the Lord, and to sup-
‘phcate ‘that unmerited Goodness, which, for
a season, hath appointed thy lot as in a
southern land, to give thee also springs of wa-
ter, those sure, nether, inexhaustible springs
of consolation, which flow from the Divine
Presence. I do not know, but I am sure
appearances declare the contrary, (I wish
they did not,) to the grief of some, and the
offence of others. 1 do not wish to enter
into particulars, either of What 1 have seen
_as to your appearance, or what hath been re-
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ported of your appearing at public places of
amusement and dissipation ; but you are
both of years-to consider,, that such an ap-
pearance. and conduct are diametrically op-
posite to the- pnnc1ples you profess, and
must consequently obstruct every degree of
fellowship with the most sincere part of the -
~ body, and will not recommend you to the
more serious and upright part of therpeo—‘
ple ofany. denommatlon and what is worst
of all, will certamly tend to separate from
the: Dlvme favour. ,

Hawng written these few hints in a degree
of simplicity, in which I feel the covering of
peace, I smcerely recommend them to. your
serious consideration; and beseech. you not -
to stifle conthlon, nor slay the Witness in
yourselves, by which-all-the hidden things -
. of darkness would: be brought to light, and
the line of Judgment drawn upon transgres-
sion for by judgment. iniquity is purged;.
that so you might be brought into .a_ hfe,
. truly serious, by the fear.of the. Lord to par- -
take of the. fellowshlp of the living. body,
whose. fellowshlp is. with- the Holy Head, |
Chnst Jesus, That God himself may con-

-



76

tinue and sanctify His mercies towards you,
and delight to do you good, is  the desire
Himself hath raised at this time in'my heart
for you, from your well-wishing friend;

: . JoHN THORP '

o Lettet_’ XVYI. '
" To RicuarD SHAC%{:ETON.
Manchestgr‘r_éth Mo. 24, 1784

- My dear Friend,
" Under the umted influence of gratltude
- and friendship, I now intend, though late, to
make some reply to the last two letters I ré-
ceived from thee: and’ truly T can say, the
whole of them are acceptable to me; the
sentiments every-where just, thy hmts of -
counsel to me seasonable and wholesome;
the account of thy own state acceptable and
mstructlve

“Thou tellest me, that when thou wast last
in England, thou wast both at our Monthly
and Quarterly Meeting, but didst not see
me; and then wisely remarkest upon it, that
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Whlch thou wast not acquamted with., Itis
true, ‘my dear- fuend - but:.all; thmgs are
known to Him who numbers the hairs of our
head; and I entu-ely Acquiesce with thee,
that to stand approved by Hlm, is the great
object ‘at which- we should'all aim. . These

are so much my sentimerits, that Ihardly

know how to go about . to-excuse myself to -
any mortal. Sometrmes, indeed, I look for-
wards, Wlth some. degree of -hope, towards
times of greater en]argement and I believe
that, if this be consistent:with the Divine al-
lotment, it will sure _enough_.come to pass in
His own time, There s little need, in these
days of’ lukeWarmness and - declensmn, to
dlscourage any from going about from- place‘
to place, and attendmg distant meetings, un-
der a_profession .of supporting the cause: of
truth and righteousness: yet really, when I
consuier the conduct . of ‘some amongst us,
who- have travelled much on earth, and.yet
have made but very little progress towards the
heavenly.country ;. who have been very fre-
quent in. the-attendance of meetings, both
at home and at a-distance, and yet have
S -
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made :no proportlonable acquisition of ‘the
‘graces. and virtues of the heavenly life ;-a
jealousy- and fear attends my -mind, lest
many, who move about amongst. us, do 1t
not upon the right Foundation. In-this re-
-mark T have not the least view of the minis-
try, nor of my friend Richard Shackleton._
. I remember observmg, in a former letter,
that you have been much favoured in Ireland
with: mmlsterlal labour; thishasbeen the case
since, still more: abundantly 1 cannot help
looking upon: it as a-spiritual phenomenon
that merits awful attention; . = :
I know it will afford: my dear friend: some
satisfaction to hear, that a. few weeks back,
in company with my much. esteemed friends,
Martha Routh, and Sarah Reynolds of War-
- vingten; 1 paid: a rehglous visit: to- the fami-
lies of friends in: three meetings: belongmg
to: our Monthly ' Meeting; which: service, I
may thankfully acknowledge; was gracious-
ly owned, from place to place, by the- bless-

d Master, to. -my humbling admiration:

- F'suppose you have: got; hefore this time,
my brother Thomas- Cash, and also' Isaac
Gray. - k hope their service will be aceepta-
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ble ; they have a" “gox
and of the Truth itself:?” :
« In thee salutation-of unfelgned love, whlch

I féel” far oftener than T wnte, I remain thy

: truly affectlonate fnend

'port of all men,

J oun Tuom’

Manchester,

l thmk | may in- smcenty ‘appeal to Hlm,
who kno_w_s the-hearts of all men, thata con-
cern is-often with me, that: 1 might be pre-
served: from' intruding ‘myself into the con-
cerns of my brethren, or ever coming under
the characterof “a busy-body in other men’s
matters.” -Nevertheless, apprehending my-
self at-times engaged by the best Authority,

-tocomuiunicate to others what appears to me
to be the mind of Chirist; a-concern is like-
‘wise raised on this hand-in my heart, that1
might obtain mercy to be found faxthful Tt
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is froni-this metive nly;: that 1. am- at -this
time engaged to hint 4 little; -as I may ' be
enabled, what hath ‘been: presented:‘before
. gy own 'mind;:as I was’ sm,mg ‘alone in my
chamber this evenmg, my mind being turn-
ed to- consxder or look towards the state of
: your family. :

- And first, T was lead a little to con51der the
weaknesses and  infirmities, whlch are too. -
frequently observed-to attend, whilst clothed
with flesh, the most devoted followers of the
‘Holy Jesus; when" the holy watch is not
maintained, when'the holy,mﬂuence is with-
drawn, they then become weak, and are like
other men.  Thus; they who -are d¢dicated
to'the service of the tinistry, and bear as in
their-foreheads the inscription' of holiness,
havmg to ‘conflict ‘with “all the struggles of
the ‘private soldier, may sometimes manifest
‘weaknesses:inconsistent with the dignity of
thie holy “office ; and he, who' yet remains to
be the accuser ‘of the brethren, will not fail,
where he-can; ‘under: -any: disguise, gain ad-
‘mittance, exceedingly to  expose and mag-
nify “these; and would lead, by little and
little, to déspise ‘the ~Lord’s 'anointed, to

N
)
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- %gpeak evil of dignities;” -and lightly: {o--es-
teem the sacrifices'which the Lord hath com¥
manded to be offered in the holy: place.:

~Itis'not in my heart:to justify, to* excuse,
or extenuate, the failings and imperfections
of the'foremost rank in the Lamb’s army, -1
- know it deeply.behoves ‘them, above all
others, ‘to walk circamspectly, ‘to make
straight steps to their feet, to be examples to
the flock; and I am veiily persuaded there
are’ none feel more deeply for :their offen -
cés, none more deeply bowéd under- the
humiliatipg- sens1b_1hty of their own unwor-
thiness; none more frequently covered -with

blushing and. confusion of face than these. “‘:f

I do not want to excuse_f or-explain away their
failings ; but T want to inpress a proper’ re-
gard to the dignity of the holy office ;I want
torevive thatancient precept; “ Thou shalt not
speak evil of the ruler of thy people.” - ‘God
forbid," said David, thatT should put -forth
my ‘hand -against the Lord’s anointed. If
weakness appear, if the enemy prevailin'any
little matter; Oh! “tell it not in Gath; pub-
lish it not in the streets of Askelon, lest thé™
'daughters of the Philistines rejoice; ‘lest’ the
_ o |
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daughters «of ‘the uncircumgised triumph.”?
. Oh did but the ppeople-know, were it but
" possible-for the uncircumcised. fo. consider,
_ the secret travail of theirspirits ; the  pain-
fully distressing. conflicts which these have
passed through, and which.yet await them ;
-how often they ‘have ‘wandered ‘in the.wil-
derness,“ with their hands upon - their loins
asa woman in travail ;”. what they have.to
pass through in the’ Weeks of preparation,
" while eating the 1oll of prophecy, and. lying
“on their sides; ho_w,often, such now are
covered with sackcloth,:,i.and have secretly
to muse on the contents. of the roll, wherein
is written.“lamentations, and mourning and
wo3” ‘were it possible, 1 say, for such, who
are yet whole, not having yet fallen upon
that Stene which the Lord hath laid in Sion
fora foundation, and been thereby broken,
and enabled to-offer the sacrifices of a bro-
ken heart; were it possible for.those, who
have not " trodden _the -arduous path of re-
generation, to conslder. these -things, they
-would not need to be remindedto mark such
whom' the Lord had set over-them, to es- .
teem them very highly, to honour them with.

o
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double honout- for'the work’s: sake;.because
“they watch for your souls; as'they that must
- give account” in the day of the Lord Jesus.
. Permit me- to express, some degree of
jealousy, lest, instead of this esteem, regard,
and double honour, there. is :a murmuring,
unthankful, . gainsaying spirit,” which is for
~ condemnation;-for; whilst I was musing on
these things,:the exceedingly unhapHy case.
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, was brought
into- and . affected my mind; and the lan-
guage of their complaint was brought to my
remembrance : “Ye take too much upon
you, seeing all the congregation are holy,
every one of them, and. the Lord-is among
them j Wherefore then lift-you up yourselves
above the congregation of the Lord?” Thus,
through the seduction of him who ‘,f__bllnded »
their eyes, and hardened their. heart,” they .
" murmured against the meekest of all men; and
the friend of God. _Ah! poor return this, for
all that good: and. dellverance which he;as an
instrument, had Wrought for them, in bring-
ing them out of Egypt, in' bearing -them in,
his bosom, and so frequently -and availingly.
interceding - for them  with- the -Almighty.
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. But the Lord pleadedfor him:against these
~men, and destroyed them'by: a..remarkable
“destruction: - I mention ‘this- instance-as- it
simply arose; without any charge:or applica-
tion, leaving that to the Divine  Witness in
_ your bosoms;-to which I recommend every
one of you,' in order that you: may ‘be . ena-
bled, to reap the caution and benefit intend-
ed by.these broken hints, -and remain, w1th
suitable affecuon and regard, your friend;’
J oux Taorp,.

_Letter XI1X.

To

Manchester, 10th Mo 26 1786.

My dear Fuend

I am obhged to thee for the paruculal
accountof the state of the (,hurch in —_—
though, alas! it isa very poor one; and I am'
- afraid such is the case too generally amongst '
us every-where ‘Why it is so, the cause is as
obvious as are the effects;~<the people have




fotsaken'the Liord; and gone after other gods;
and therefore it is that the Liord’s hentage is
‘become desolate, and“the daughter of Sion
covered with a'cloud:” ‘Yet, however dis-
couraging - the present - situation ~of thmgs ‘
may appear; however affécting the prevailing
desolations, 5o that the standard bearers may
be ready to faint, and like poor Ell_]ah may

be ‘ready ‘to’ thmk and -conclude that they

only are left, and their livés also are in dan-
ger, I do beheve there is not only left a “.se-

ven thousand” amongst us, “all the knees”

of whom ¢ have not bowed to Baal, and eve- 7
ry-mouth” of whom *hath not kissed him,”

but [ do believe the Lord, in unfailing

mercy, is bringing His work again upen
the wheel, and that he will yet more and
more effectually revive it, as “in the midst
‘of the years.” So.that-T would not have us
to be discouraged ; I believe the Lord would
‘not have us to:be discouraged, neither grow
weary, nor faint. in our. minds : ‘but rather,
let-the hands~ that hang.down be lifted up,
and the - feeble knees confirmed; for the
Lord is-rememberibg Sion; -He will rebuild
her waste. places, so’ that she shall yet be-
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‘come the. “perfection of beauty, and the joy
“of the whole ‘earth.” - % Therefore rejoice ye

. with Jerusa]em, and be glad with her, all ye

that love her; rejoice for joy with- her, all
- ye that mourn for her,. that ye may suck and
be satlsﬁed Wlth ‘the breasts. of her. consola—v
tion; that.ye, may. milk out and be dehght-
ed with the abundance of her glory.” ..
_ .- 'The cause is not ows ;. “ if thou dos_t we_.l._lt-,
shall thou not be. accepted ?  Let others
do what they will ; let them choose and wor-
ship what gods they please, ¢ as for me and
my-holise we: will serve the Lord:” let us
thus consider and resolve. 'What! . though
many are offended in Christ, and draw back
from following Him, shall we also go away ?
God forbid this should ever be the case with
-any who have known: Him, and that with
Him are the rewards of eternal life.
© Oh that we might be encouraged to per-
severe in faithfulness, under every. permitted
dispensation; whether to ourselves or‘to the-
church of Christ? -Leaving: the effects-and
consequences-of  things ‘to Him, who hath
the control of times:and seasons, let us be
resigned to-our various allotments, and ot
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murnarat’ the” cup ~which' the Father hath
~ given-us. Remember, we are’ but servants
and stewards; that it will be- enough for us,
if we be found faithful: “What! though' that
part of the Vmeyard be unp]easant tolabou rm,
though there be not many mighty Works to be
done, because of uinbglief; ‘though the fields
should not be white Unto-harvest, but rather
the fallow O'*round want ploughmg up) that
the ‘thorns and briers' may be consuméd
nay, thoughnone should believe ‘our report
and “though Israel be not gathered, ¥ those
who have been careful to abide'in therr lot,
who have been attentive to the voice of the -
true Shepherd ‘and given the people warn-
ing from Him, “shall be glorious in'the eyes
of the Lord, and then' God shall be thelr
strength.” - o

T wish thee to let - Sl ssee thrs,
Fmay acknowledge e has been- muchinmy
view whilst Fhiave been wntmg ; for, though
he is perSonaHy a strangerto me; yet' my heart
hathbeenfilledwith: eamestprayer for his'pre~
servation in the right way of the Lord; that
- “neither things present, nor things to'come,
nor helght' rior depth,” may ever be able to
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-

beguile him of his reward, or frustrate, inany
measure, the gracious.intentions of the Al-
mighty concerning him. = . .

.1 wish for thee, my dear fnend, carefu]

- reverent attentlon, and humble obed:ence

hereby thou mayst mc~ -‘ase in true rlches ,
:, I am- thy aﬁ'ectlonate fnend . )
S : ’ J OHN. Tnonp

x;ettei' xx i
To RICHARD REYNOLDS

7th MO 8; 1787 '

My dear Fnend

“Tthink E do, as: seldom as any man who
wnshes well to the cause of religion. and vir-
tue, recommend it by-books, though I do be-
lieve, if people would read such as deserve;

- reading, as thou sayst W1th a desure to proﬁt
they would always reap some benefit. My
reading now, not only from necessity but
judgment, is pretty mpch confined.. With
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respect to all the forbidden productions of
the tree of knowledge, I'have seen a beauty
and safety in that state of mind expressed
by the psalmist, and earnestly have I desir-
ed to dwell in it: “Lord, 1 do not exercise
myself in things too high for ine ;. my soul i is
even as a weaned child.” The Scnptures
without, and the law written in the heart,
are the most profitable of all books, and in
meditating on the Divine precepts written
there, with a desire to obey, the most bless-
ed knowledge is obtained.

May. that Mercy and Goodness, my- dear
friend, by which thou hast been visibly fol-
lowed and preserved from the intoxicating
influence of prosperity and- affluence, con-
tinue to prepare and fill thy heart with re-
deeming Love, and enable thee more and
more to increase in ¢ bags which wax not
old,” “eternal'in the heavens.” - :

- Tam thy aﬁ'ectlonate friend,

' ' Jouu Tuonr.
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-

To RICHARD REYNOLDS

Manchester, 8th Mo 15 1787

My dear Fnend

I think I should not do ]ustlce to the
book of letters which thou wast so kind as to
lend me; and which I now: return, if I-did
not acknowledge that my heart was affected
in reading several passages in it. - The au-
thor’s dedication, and upright . zeal and jea-
lousy for the glory of God, .and for the ever
blessed Jesus, felt precious to my heart. I
do think, there is no one, who has a spark of
goodness in-him,- who can read her work
without some benefit ; and though I thlnk her
" piety exceeded-her. rellglous understandmg, I
have no manner of doubt concerningher, and
all such as she was, under every name, but
that they are numbered among the children
of God, and have their lot among the saints.

- Do not think, my dear friend, I am recom-
mending books too highly. Every thing is
good in its place; but I wish for thee, as for
myself, that we may have in our possession
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the truth itself, ‘and that we may wait (that
best of exercises) to feel when it shall please
the Lord to replenish our hearts with that
light and virtue which come from Him, the
mysteries of Hiskingdom opened in ourselves.
The Lord Almighty would, in great mercy,
by various means, prepare us for and engage
us to seek after, those Divine communica-
tions from Him, the Fountain itself, where-
-in “are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.” Thus we should .experience
another kind of teaching, and another kind of
knowledge, than that which books or out-
ward instruction can furnish us with.

Ilong, my dear friend, that we may grow
and increase in the knowledge and expe-
rience of that Divine:- communication, from
the Fountain of Divine intelligence, and -
with one another in Him, which standeth in -
no need of the medium of words or writing,
and in which the communion of salnts doth
eternally consist, :

Under some measure of the mﬂuence of
the Heavenly Father’s love, 1 sincerely wish
thy prosperity in the best thihgs, and re-
main thy aﬂ'ectlonate friend, -
’Jors THoRe.
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Letter XXll

A

To RIeHARD SHACKLETON.
Manchester, 12th Mo. 25, 1787

) My dear Friend, :

With all who, like thee, have lelsure
and talents at command, - the. common apo-
logy for delay in Wntlng——the want of op-
portunity, is likely to meet with little credit ;
and. yet, if that has not hindered me from
commumcatmg. to thee by letter, What 1
should often have rejoiced to have spoken
to thee, if present, I cannot tell what has.
Dear- Rebecca Wright used to acknowledge
another impediment, ‘and say she was too
proud to write, intimating that her perform-
~ance did her no honour. I do not know if
. _pride has much influence over me in’ these
respects; but I do believe it operates very
differently en different minds, with regard
‘to writing, and may, for ought I know, have
‘worse consequences.n  prompting some. to
write, than others to be silent. I have. no
view, however, to discourage ‘communica- -
tions of this kind, when the streams-are not
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impure. For my part ‘T'freely confess, it
affords to me a highly grateful and pleasing
satisfaction ; and the want of an opportuni- -
ty to enjoy and cultivate ‘it, where I see a
disposition homogeneous to my own, is not
the least or lightest of the crosses 1 endea-
vour patiently to bear. ' ‘
My feelings and sentiments of friendship
are much above my outward condition ; and
though T do not murmur, I am almost tempt-
ed to it, when I consider what opportunities
it deprives me of enjoying in the company
of my dearest friends ; and howlittle 1 ¢an
help those ‘in distress, for whom I feel the
deepest sympathy. Think of this, and be
thankful, you whose lot is in a southern land ;
yes, and let me consider it; and be thankful
too, as-appointed by Him who only is wise,
For these light afflictions- are but for a mo-
ment ; and truly my mind is frequentlyrais-
ed above them, looking forwards in hope,
towards that blissful state, when all the bane-
ful shackles of mortality shall be put off, and
the children of the kingdom meet in Him,
who is the centre of unity, beyond the limits

of time and space, no more to be separated.
1* )
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My youngest child died whilst I was in
London, and my wife did not choose to bury
her until my return, which hastened my de- -
parture from thence, and deprived me of the
opportumty of taklng a satlsfactory farewell
of my friends. :

The candlesticks were tobe made of pure
gold of beaten work. Iam sure I never saw
more need inmy life; that they should be
made of beaten work, that they may bear
tossmg and hanmmering, without being bro-
ken or spoiled.  And oh ! how necessary it
appears to ‘me, that there should be an in-
crease of skill, care, and necessary qualifica-
tions, in those who may be considered as
snuffers or hammers. - I cannot express the
pain and jealousy that fills my mind, with
tespect to this class in our Society ; there is
so much want of bowels, sympathy, and of
thatslove that edifies, that I really fear; in-
stead of being like pillars, waymarks, and
standard-bearers, ‘supporting the hands that
are ready to hang down, they are, in- too
many places, as dead weights in our assem-
blies ; and, like the false and idle shepherds
formerly, are more solicitous to fill them- -



selves with' the'bread that perishes; than the

flock with that which nounshes the soul up

unto eternal life:
~ Well! my dear friend, in proportion to the
pain and suffering T sometimes feel, on ac-
count of the elders I have thus described,
who, like the fruitless fig-tree, do but cumber
the ground, I rejoice in those who are alive,

and labouring for, and measurably possess- -
ing, those qualifications which enable them -

to. discharge the important duties of their
office, to their own peace and the edification
of the churches. ‘Oh! the almost infinite
service such might; nay would be of, if they
were but enough devoted, did but enough
dwell under the efficacious. influence of that
love, in which - Christ ‘died for us. How
would this quicken us to diligence, and ena-
ble us to labour for the good of our brethren.
But, for want of this, how indifferent we be-
come Wlth regard-to others ! or,if othermse,
eWéf active, if not under the influence of
Divine love, it is but like fruits brought forth
inthe shade. Oh! the beauty and benefit
of words fitly spoken, and in season. ¢ As

an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine
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gold, so is a ‘wise reprover upon an obedient
ear.” Thus, my dear friend, thou, who art
called into this line of labour in the vineyard,
and hast received suitable qualifications for
the, work, being also previdentially disen-
tangled from the cares of this life, “Be so-
bet, be vxgllant 7. & Whatsoever thy hands -
find to do, do it with thy might.” “Cast
_thy bread upon the waters.” Be not dis-
‘couraged at the appearance of things. ¢ He
that observeth the wind shall not-sow, and
he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.” -
“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand; for thou
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this
or that, or Whether they both shall be alike
good.”

Thy fnends here are - tolerably Well in
health, except dear Martha Routh, who at
present is but poorly as to the body, the
other part of the compound in that:good-wo-
man, is, I believe, always improving#: John
Routh and his sister visibly grow older, but

~ still move a little about; she (I hope both of
them) seems wisely att_entive to improve the
" golden sands, that so her measure may be
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completely filled.up: - Through great mer-
cy, we live in true unity,. whlch I hope wxll
-never be broken. ‘
‘Believe me to be mva.nably, thy sincere
and affectionate friend,
: : Jomv THOR_P‘. .

Letter XXTIL
To —

3d Mo 22 1788.

' " Being, contrary to my expectation and
endeavours, prevented from attending the .
ensuing Monthly Meeting at , of which
I was the more desirous, for the same reason
that I hoped, and:still hope, thou wilt be
there I find freedom, and that, I trust, after
having maturely considered it with a desire
to do right, to communicate to thee what
passed in my mind, long before I knew or
expected that would have happened Wthh
prevents me. -
~ It’hath not been usual vuth me to thmk
beforehand of the affairs likely to come be-
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fore such a nieeting ; but the mention made .
by the friends of - , of the application
of a certain person to be admitted a member
of our Society, occurred again and again to
my mind, and connected with it the parable
of the- “leaven which a woman took and
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole
was leavened.” - It was hidden ; but its ope-
ratlon, though secret, was: gradual and pro-
 gressive, till there was a total assimilation.
¢ Till the whole was leavened,” the process
was from within to without ; the exterior
part was the last affected, the last whose ap-
pearance was altered ; but though the last,
it was as completely changed as the rest ;
“the whole was leavened.” - :

" This seemed to convey instruction to my
own mind; as setting forth the prior necessity
of an inward change, for the proper regula-
tion of the outward deportment. I thought,
too, it might be applied not improperly to
the case, nor, perhaps, unprofitably to the

- consideration of the party alluded to.. Ido
not doubt his having been sensible of the
secret influence of the Divine principle in
his own conscience, or that his judgment has

e
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been measurably convinced by the testi-
monies he has heard borne to the truth, as
professed by us as a people. T as little
doubt the smcenty ‘of his desire to be con-~
sidered as one believing in the same prin-
ciple, and desirous to walk by the same rule;
but, rather than he should desire a prema-
ture admission, I hope he will not be offend-
ed, if I recommend to his serious conside-
ration, Whether there is yet that thorough
conviction, that perfect harmony of faith
and practice, as would justify the conclu-
sion that “the whole” is- leavened: for,
as he that beheveth will not make haste, so
awaltmg for the rlght tlme, when perfect
unity willbe experlenced will:not retard his
growth in the truih, por lessen the tender re-
gard of hls friends towards hlm, or the peace-
of hlS own mmd _

1 desire to be as brief as p0351ble. I have
nothing bat good-wﬂl in my_ heart towards
him, and if, under the mﬂuence of that Wis-
dom which alone, in such cases, is profitable
to dn'ect Friends shall admit him a member
of the Socnety, I shall freely give_him the
right hand of fellowshlp, and desire to be his
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- companion in the regeneratmn and in new.-
ness oflife, -~ o
: - Jom; Thore. o

'Letter XXYV

To RchARD SHACKLETON. o
Manchester, 10th Mo. 4, 1789,

My déar Friend,

* 1.cannot let shp thlS opportumty of con-
Veymg a few lines to thee, by the favour of
our truly valuable friend Martha Routh; and
though such is the present barrenness and
poverty of my mind, that I hardly seem able
to form a sentence, yet presuming ipon thy
chanty, and the* terms of our. fnendshlp, (for
better-and for Worse,) T will first begin at
home, and acquaint thee that all my family,
and thy fnend, are favoured with’ health;
and it is, and I hope always will be, 1ntea
restmg and grateful mtelhgence to e, to
hear the same account of thee and thine.

Please to’ give my love to all thy famlly,
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especially to that daughter, I know not-het
name, who, I have heard, has lately ap-
peared in a few words in your meetmgs
though a stranger at this distance, I feel
something like sympathy with her, and a
degree of solicitude attends my mind for her
preservation, and that she may grow from"
“strength to strength,” and increase in eve-
1ty good word and work, to an establishment
apon that unfallmg ‘Rock, whereon they only
" can build, who hear the saymgs of Christ -
and do them

1 have a mind to tell thy danghter a drermm,
for he that has one, thou knowest, the pro-
phet says, may tell it, though I have told this
to very few. It is'a dream I had the ‘night
before I first appeared in a few words in a
meeting, though 1 may say, what afterwards
I .was very thankful for, that though it made
somé€ impression on my mind-in the morn<
ing, I did not once think of it whilst I was
in the meeting, I thought I was intently
engaged with some others, in some outward
business, when; -all on a sudden; a message
‘was communicated by Divine authority, but.
I knew not well from whence the voice pro-

K
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ceeded ; however, the words I heard dis-
tinctly.-to this purpoée “ Cease, or thou
- must cease, from the business’ thou art now
engaged in; _there is another work for thee to
do; for the Lord is about to work a more
thorough reformation in the earth than any.
_which hath’ hitherto taken place:”. to which
I thought I answered,—“ Alas! how i is it
possible that I can be ‘of any service in, or
contribute to this work, being so exceeding-
ly poor, and destitute of every degree of -
strength and ability to do it;” and indeed I
thought 1 fekt myself so, when I spoke it,
as. much as ever in my life; unto which I
thought the voice replied,— “ Thy strength
and ability will not be required ; this work
can only. be eﬂ'ected by the strength and
power of God.” Perhaps this may be some
little - encouragement, it is with that view I
write it, that we should not sink under the
feeling of our own insufficiency and weak-
ness, but, in a state of humble dedlcatlon
1o the Fountain of all sure help, have our
whole dependence and expectation from
Him, whose is the work, ¢ the power, the
kingdom, and the glory. Amen.”
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“It will be news to tell-thee, that 1 intend

going for Lancaster to-morrow, to our Q,uar-
terly Meetmg I have been several litile
journeys on rellglous occasions, since I saw
thee in Manchester ; and can tell thee truly, 1
have ‘ever been favoured to return in hum-
bhng gratitude and peace,

I have heard of thy good works, 1p gomg
about here and-there to sit with Friends in
distant meetings. This is domg wisely; it
is making the best use of time. Oh! how
precious is that council of the wise man,
““ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might.” This is the way to serve
our generation with faithfulness, and to secure
that most desirable answer at last, when our

accounts are given in, ¢ Well done, good and
faithful servant.”

T'am, my dear friend, in much nearness
and affectlon, with a heart filled with de-
sires for thy present and everlasting welfare,
thy lovmg and true friend, S

Jonn THOBP.‘
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- Letter XXV.
To ELIZABETH RATHBow
Mancheater, Tth Mo 19 1790

My deal' Fnend )

A degree of sohcntude has, at tlmes,
attended my mind, for thy preservation, ari-
sing, I believe, from. the love of “ my Fa-~
ther and thy Father, of my God and thy
God ;” and therein, as my mind was led this
mormng to look towards thee, a hint, or
“word or two, like counsel, which I thmk
right to communicate, pres_ented'itself - to
my mind:—Be quiet, abide in the holy
patience, and:let it have its perfect work,
that thou mayst be perfect and entire,
wanting nothmg ” .

Let us remember, my dear fnend a have
need awfully to remember. it,) that the sac-
rifice of our will, as a whole burnt offering, is-
what the Lord is requiring of us ;- and is, in-
deed the root or essence of that life that must
- be given up, if we-would be the disciples of
Christ, who came not to do His own will,
but the will of Him that sent Him: and it -



is only in this state of resignation. that-we
can pray to- “.our Father which -art inhea- -
ven, Thy" kmgdom ‘come, Thy wﬂl be done
in earth as it:is‘in heaven.”. . _
It is an acceptable thmg to the Lord to
keep the word of His patience: ¢ Because
thou hast kept the word of ‘my patience,
(said the Lord to the .church of - ‘Philadel-
phia,) L also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation.” Ilong for thee, my dear friend,

that thou mayst be preserved in patient. re- .-

signation and dedication to- the 'Lord ; and
therein abide all the varied dispensations
and turnings of His holy hand, that so thou
mayst be formed by Him, a vessel to His
praise. Look not back; but.I have nojea-
lousy that thou wilt do this; but look not for:-
ward either, with too much anxiety -or-de-
sire to explore the Divine purpose: “ suffi-
cient unto the day isthe evil thereof.”?
Thus I wish thy patient perseverence, un-
der. the - exercise of the blessed c¢ross of
Christ, and endurance in the furnace, -and
under the " forming of His holy hand; and
~when the dross is purged ‘from the sﬂver
% there shall come forth a vessel for the Finer.’ >
K*
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Therefore, it is in my heart to say, however
deeply thou mayst bé tried, still look to Him,
who is ¢ touched with the feeling of ourin-
firmities,”’ on whom all sure- and sufficient
help is laid ; “ who, for the joy that was set
“before Hlm, ‘endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the nght hand
of the throne of -God.” :
Let this be thy continual care, to have
~ thy whole dependence on Him, who hath-
laid down His life for thy redemption, and
who, blessed be His name, hath by His al-
lurements brought thee into the wilderness,
that -He might speak to thy heart, as He
A hath done to many of us, in mercy that-can
never be sufficiently ‘adored; whose souls,
in very early age, He has ravished, as
- with one of His looks, with one chain of His
" neck ; therefore have some of us been made
Wllllng to forsake all and follow Him, whom
our souls loved, “because He first loved us.”
As thy expectation is- from Him alone; I feel
~an assurance. that He will have thee in
- His keeping, that the “ bruised reed He
will not break, and. the smoaking flax ‘He
~ will not quench, till He send forth judgment
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unto ‘\.ficto_i-yl. ;” ‘but that He will sanctify
every dispensation to thee, and thee uito
~Himself; and so fully accomplish in thee all
His pleasure ; which is the present prayer
of thy ,7 smcerely aﬁ“ectlonate friend,
Jom\ THORP. .
Tetter XXVI. -

~- To Ricuiarp ReyNoLDS. . - -

) . Manchester, Ist Mo. i'5, 1791.

My- dear Friend, = -~ ~
. There is;T beheve an obligation to du-
ty, above the fear of pumshment or expec-
" tation of reward ; and because I wish thee
the miost perfect state, I-wish thee this ex-
perience ;—a state wherein all selfishness;
‘both in spiritual and temporal things, is lost

‘or swallowed up by divine, universal, disin-

terested love, as a drop of water in the ocean.
~And though I:do ‘most assuredly beheve,

that virtue is its own reward, that a'cup of

© cold water, given to a dxsmple in the name
of a disciple, shall'not go without a reward ;
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yet 1 have often thought it a subject  worthy
the consideration of those who are stewards,
and desire to be faithful,that this is neither
the time nor place of rewards’ or punish-
ments, though perhaps the earnest of both
is frequently felt. :

Lapprehend that many, even of the wise
in heart, have been ready to stumble here,
thinking that their faithfulness and piety
should have engaged the Divine interposi- -
tion, to exempt-them from the sufferings of
this present life; so thought (it is likely)
- Brutus, who, when overcome by Antony, in
a cause wherein he thought virtue had enga-
ged him, -is said, with his latest breath, to
have expresseéd this desponding exclama-
~ tien, “Ohvirtue! Thave followed thee as a

% substalitial~_g06d, but I find thee only an

empty name.” How much of this appears
in the book of Job, whose trials were as sin--
gular and great as his conduct had been up-

N right and approved ! and David tells us,

“that his steps had well nigh slipped, be-
cause he envied the prosperity of the wick-
ed;” when he saw how they flourished, like -
a green bay-tree, and contemplated the se-
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vere trials that were permitted or appointed
unto him, he was ready to conclude he had
‘washed his hands in innocency for nought..
Nay, time would fail to recount the suffer-
ings, the trials, and. probatlons that have at-
tended the pecuhar heritage of God in all
generations ; their great pnv1lege, itis plam,
hath ever been, Divine support and.  preser-
vation under tnals, and- not an exempuon
from' them, How great and various were
the troubles and trials that attended the good
old patriarchs, and how singular and proving
those that were expetienced by the man af-
ter God’s: own heart, whose son even "con-
spired to. take. away hls life ; but He, who-is
a God keeping covenant and, mercy, vouch-
safed His protection and sure support, and

was to him, in all his troubles; a rock, a re- .

fuge, and a sure hldmg-place N

‘Whilst I am ‘writing, I wish for thee, my
dear friend, beyond all that can be expressed,
that this -may be thy happy experiénce, if
trials of any sort be permitted to attend thee;
for though I know not how applicable; or
otherwise, any thing of .this sort may be to
thy present state; yet this I know, that there
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T

i -no combination of outward circumstances -

can exempt us from trouble, though we tread
upon the : hlgh places of the earth, and dlp

“our feetin oil ; but'inthe most proving situ-

atlons, though some encouragement, instruc-

tion, and consolation may be derived from
~ considering what'hath been the lot, and what
‘the support, .of many elder brethren in the

faml_ly, ‘who, through many tribulations, have

entered the kingdom, yet the most sovereign
‘help and comfort is obtained by looking unto

Jesus, who was “a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief,” whose ¢ visage was so

marred, more than any man, and His form
‘more than the sons of men ;” who, being

“ touched with the feeling of our infirmi-

ties,” and having been tempted, knows how

to succour those Who are tempted. L
" Let us, then, my dear friend, in our varied

'allotments, lay asside every welght and bur-

den, and “run with patience the race that is
set before us , looking unto Jesus, the author

- and finisher- of our faith, who, for the j joy that
R 'was set before Hlm, endured the cross, des-

pising the shame, and is set downat the

right 'ha"nd of the throne of God.” .
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- I'would not make any unnecessary - addi-
tion, but I am so fully satisfied ‘that it is not
the will of our Father, who is in heaven, that
any of His children should be discouraged,
under whatever disadvantage, in their own
apprehension, they may be placed; or what-
ever cup they may have to drink, or baptism
to pass through ; but that they should pe en-
couraged to put their trust in Him,. to cast
their care upon Him. None, who ever did
s0, -ever where or ever will be confounded.
Oh! let nothing. move us from this Founda-
tion, and we shall be safe. Oh! how me-
morable is that declaration of David, ¢ The
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want ;” and
again, “'Thou art with me, Thy rod and
Thy staff they comfort me,” Thusin helght:,
and depths,inseasons of trlal andof rejoicing,
let our whole dependence, our humble trust
and confidence, be in and upon the sure
mercy.of God in Christ.Jesus; and then, I
am- sure, He will sanctify all HlS dnspensa-A
' tions fo thee ; that He will bless thee in-:
deed; and that as it hath p]eased Him t
appoint thy lot as in “ a south land,” so He'
will also continue, as He hath in mercy
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_~1ntherto at’ seasons ‘donie;- to- give. thee
¢ springs of water,” yea, the sure, nether,
~ inexhaustible - springs of . consolation - tha
flow from His presence.” - e
I am thy smcere, affectionate fnend,
S Joun THORP:

Letter XXVIL
"-Td RIZ:HARD ‘SHACKLETON,
Manchester, 3d Mo. 18, 1791 7

My dear Fnend; ST

 Though I haveé for some time, and often
“of late, thought of writing to thee, yet some=
~ how, I have so little aptitude to the busmess,
that T.am not prepared with one single sen:
tence to begin with: It is true, I could tell
thee that T do feel an mcreasmg nearness
and regard for thee; and, if I afi not mis-
taken, it is on that- Fourxdation that will en=

\tion as a brother, I'have comfort in thy re-
membrance of me, and wish for thee:anin=
- crease of all spmtual blessings in Christ:

lure for ever. And in the spiritual relas .
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I w1sh 1 hope smcerely, that every blrtﬁ
in the ministry thou hast mentioned, that is

of the- heavenly Father’s begetting, may hVe, 7

and grow, and | prosper, and bring forth fruit
to His praise. Here will be work for you,
who are fathers and elders in the church, to

endeavour to brmg them forward healthfully,,

to enter into sympathy - Wlth them, |to feel
and care for them, andin the gentle ‘wisdom
and love of Chiist, to communicate freely

such hints of caution and’ counsel as may
appear necessary, not in the deadness of -

- formality, not in the authonty of oﬂice, not
under the influence of partiality, or the wis-

dom of this wotld, which shall ‘come to

naught, but in the meekneSS and gentleness
of Christ.” “This will be- most likely to con-
tribute to the preservatlon of all that should

live. I do not like toe much dressmg, and

pruning and nursmg, 1 think little good hath
ever come of it ; neithet do I approve that
conduct in young ministers, that, like 5p011a
ed children, run-to complain of every pain
and exercise that may attend them. It
would, I believe, be far more profitable for
them; to keep their attention inward, te pon-
' L
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der . these ‘experiences, ‘and -ask wisdom,
= strength and' counsel, of Him, who « gweth

- llberally, and upbraideth not.”

- It should ever be remembered, as mstruc-
tlpn for those who judge of the ministry, that
% there are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spmt ; and dlﬂ'erences ‘of administrations,
,but the same Lord ;” and that this diversity
is so almost mﬁmtely great, that we can hard-

1y tell when we have made sufficient allow-

“ance for it. ' There is a ‘vast: vai'ietyk, thou

knowest; in the flowers of the. field; how

‘abundantly does the carnation-or the rose ex- -
cel the daisy ; and yet every one of these pos-

sesses a distinct beauty, and unites in-the
general incense, or the dxsplay of their Crea-
tor’s” power. - What -a Variety in the notes

and songs of the bn'ds of the wood! what a
dlﬂ'erence between the sparrow and the night-

mgale' and yet we know who it is that careth -
for the sparrows ; and do they not all increase

- the general harmony? Let not then thesmall-
_est gifts ever be despised, or their cultivation

~"and improvement neglected. It was said to
~ him who had improved the two talents, and

would no- doubt have been said to him who
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~ had recerved but one, had he improved it,
as well as to him who had received and im-
proved the ﬁve, «Well done, thou good ; and .
faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy '
 Lord” = '
- Give my love to thy daugbter Ifeel a
sympathy and care for all who are. called to
%erv:ce in the Lamb’s army, and are desirous
. to- move on the. right Foundation. 0! that
~ all such would abide in the patlence, and
under the clothing, of humlhty ;5 and in-a
dedlcatlon of heart, under thé exercise. of
the cross, faithfully do the will of . their
: Heavenly Father, and- “be content with
their wages.” ITam apprehenswe the enemy
- has greatly injured many, by secreﬂy ‘work-
~ing ‘in the unrenewed nature, and leading
them to expect, or to do, great things ;
" whereas it would be right for such “to

study to be quiet,” to abidei in snmphcnty, to

“ take no. thought for the morrow'” but, in
singleness of heart, attend to the requlsmons
of the present moment. And let us ever es-

teem it a rich reward to be favoured Wlth_ g

the ev1dence of peace in_our own bosoms:
this. Wlu be found of infinite value, in a
solemn, hastening hour,
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I am persuaded, that many who have
‘been called to the work of the ministry; and
who. have appeared for a short time, fresh
and lively in a few words in our meetings,
_and afterwards have dwindled and wither-
ed as “the grass on the house- -top,” have

suffered this great loss prmcxpally for want
cof dedlcatmn to the altar. Some such, per-
_ haps,’ ,bemg tempted to think that the little
- committed to their care was hardly WOl‘th\
improvement ; that it was not likely to edify
the people, but it may be rather.to be des-
pised, and that it procured to themselves no
honour ; but that, if they had received talents
like some others, they would have been will-
ing to occupy with them. Thus, indeed, 1
fear that ‘many, whom the Lord has ralsed
“up amongst his people, for Nazarites and for
prophets, have, through entermg into this
- sort of reasoning with the serpent, been be-
guiled of their reward ; and, instead of be-
ing fixed, as stars of dlﬂ'erent magmtudes, in
the ﬁrmament of the Lord’s power, have,
'through the pride and subtlety of the ser-
pent, been drawn down to the earth. | had
no thoughts of writing so much on ,tl_ns sub-
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ject; but, under a sense of its importance,
Ioften feel a strong desire that all, who are
called to,any degree of stewardshlp of the -
-grace of God, might happlly obtain mercy
to be found falthful ‘that in the solemn day
of reckonmg, they might glve in their ac-
count ‘with joy. '

'Our ancient; respected, honourable fnend -

John Routh, ; departed this life the 31st of Ist:
month, He had a short illness, (abopt four -
days) attended with little pain ; and we bad,
I hope, the best reason. to believe that he
was favoured to depart in peace.. His sis-
ter bears this event in a manner truly Chris-
tian; she is herself but feeble, and in so
weaL a state of health as does a little alarm
‘our fears. o .

My wife unites in the salutatlon of un-
feigned love- to thyself and whole famlly,
with thy affectionate friend, ,

o Jonn Tnonr,
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Le,ttet XXV111

To RICHARD REYNOLDS

Manchester, lst Mo 22, 1193;

' My dear Friend,

I have often, of late, felt somethmg like
the salutation of love moving in my mind to-
- wards thee, in which I wish thee both natural
and spiritual health; and as there is no medi-
cine that can'be-\p_rescribed»or taken, equal

to wholesome food and exercise for the pre-
' ,servatlon of bodily health, so, I believe, that
by this means also our spiritual health  is
best preserved. - But we may observe some
people, as to the outward, whose constitution
is not bad, yet feeling some slight mdxspo-,
sition, would rather have recourse to medi-
cine, or give themselves up to the feeling
of their infirmities, than employ the strength
they have in necessary- exercise, and con-
tent themselves with such food as Would be
most profitable for them. -
~Something like this I apprehend to be the
case with some religious characters, who, at-
tending too much to every little feelmg of
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‘weakness, and comparing themselves with
others; whose gifts and callings ‘may be very
different to theirs, (though not at all more
acceptable to God, or more accordant to His
‘will) are ready td»be discouraged, and count

" themselves fit for nothing ; whereas the Lord
is only glorified by our obedience, in that
station in which he hath placed usj; so that,
let the sphere of our activity be what it may,
let the orbs in which we are placed be high
or low in human estimation, let our gifts or
callings- be less or more conspicuous and
admired by our fellow-pilgrims, those -who

are faithful and honest in their varied allot-
ments, and seeking nothing for themselves,
but to bring glory to God by a life of humble
dedication to Him; these, however they:
‘may have been regarded amongst men, and
however they may, at times, be ready to
judge of themselves, will ﬁnally meet with
an equal welcome from the blessed Master,
as approved, good, and faithful servants.
Oh! how w1sely then do they act, who, .
taking no anxious thought for to-morrow,
are attentive, according to present ability,
to the duties of the present day ; who, satis-
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ﬁed w1th thelr own allotment of suﬁ'enng, of '
exercise, of consolatlon and labour, cheer-
fully comply with the Divine appomt-
‘ment. These neither desire more nor fewexr
talents than what they have received, but,
\Vlsely occupying with those which they
have received, experience an improvement.

I hardly know how to put into words what
Ihave in view to recommend and what 1
am favoured at seasons, to see is the most_
excellent way ; though possibly, my dear
fnend thou art much more advanced in this
way than Iam; itis to be «  careful for no-
thmg, butin every thmg, by prayer and sup-
plication,” to let our wants be made known
unto God, castmg all-our care upon Him who
careth for us; to-cast off every weight and
every burden, and “run with patience the
race that is set before us,” doing with our
might whatever our hands find to do. But
what meaneth this language, which we so
“often feel, and so. eften hear ?—I can do
nothmg,l have no ablhty, I have neither
strength nor- understandmg ; and in - whose
heart hath thls language been raised more
feelmgly than in my own? for who is se
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- deafor so bhnd as the servants and mes- ’
sengers of the Most High, when ‘His light
is not with them ? but when He, who in-
creaseth strength to -them 'that have . no
might” of their own, and who speaketh to
thmgs that are not, as though they: were, and

they obey Him, when, in gracious conde= o

scension, He is pleased  to call, to move to
any little service amongst our brethﬂen. S }
Let us not, then, complain for want of

ability, nor Teason upon our own unfithess: -

Remember, it was through ¢ faith the walls
of Jericho ‘fell down;” but the rams’ horns
were employed as instruments. Oh this
faith! to which all things are possible;
which removes “mountains; in Whlch we:
should walk, and without which “itis im-
possiblé to please God.” Let-us contend
for it, let us watch unto prayer that it ‘may
be- mcreased for by this all the ﬁery darts
of the enemy shall be quenched T know
that Jesus is the author of this faith, 1 know
it is the  faith of the operation of GO(T but

yet I am venly persuaded, -that: by standmg. - -

open, - and willingly v1eld1ng to this opera-
tion, or turning away and shutting our mmds
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or dlmmutlon ofit.” ‘Abraham believed God
- against ‘all human probability, and ¢ it was
accounted to him,” saith the apostle, “for
righteousness.” ¢ Lord! be it unto me ac-
,cordmg 1o thy word,” said the holy Vlr-
gin Mary : thus prepared she conceived the
- Redeemer of mankmd 4 Have faith in
God,” said the ever blessed Jesus to His
disciples; and to Thomas “be not faith-
less, but believing.” “Said I not unto thee,”
was _the answer of our Lord to Martha, ¢ if
thou wouldst believe, thou shouldst see the
glory of God?” . :

Tti is notin my heart very far from it, to
vput any upon moving in the Lord’s service
in-their own wills; or their own time; but I
want to recommend to thee, my dear fnend
what I feel to be necessary for myself, —an
unreserved dedication of heart to God, a care-
ful abiding with, and attention to, the bless-
ed Master. It isin my heart to say to thee,
Whatsoever he saith to thee, doit. No man;,
“ by taking thought can add one cubit unto
- his stature.” - “I would have you,” said the
apostle, to be “without carefulness.”  Let
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us 1eav'e every }ﬂfmg’ to -Him Aﬁ’rﬁd' has all

power, let vs commit ourselves, ‘and our -

all, our children, who are “dear to us as our
own lives, unto the Bishop of Souls, who
loves and cares for them more than we do,
*who (blessed be His holy name, saith all
that is within ‘me). hath not only died fot us,\
* but for our chlldren 'Oh! that they also
may be made Wlllmg to.die to themselves,
that they mlght live to Him. | =~ :
Under the fresh feeling of the Heavenly .
Father’s love, .(of ‘which I am no .ways

worthy,) I salute thee as a brother in Christ,

and commend us both unto Hls holy keep- )
ing. L
. JOHN THORP.“
Remember me aﬂ'ectlonately to thy w1fe, N |

whose dwelhng, I trust, is secure in the
valley of humlhty



Lettet XXIX
To R!CHARD REYNOI.DS

Manchester, llth Mo 15 1794

My dear Fnend

Havmg the opportumty of conveymg a
: few lines to thee, I am unwﬂhng to let it
shp, and though 1 should have nothing to
- write worthy of much regard yet thou wilt
at'least be convinced of my good-wﬂl ‘and
: _that if I had any thing better, I should as

’ freely offer it, - T am not much in the’ prac-
tice of boastmg of my mﬁrmmes, and, truly,
I have nothing else to boastof. I often think
 there is too much of this amongst us; and
yet, lest thou shouldst think of me above what
- Tam, I am free to tell thee, that weakness
“and poverty are often my companions ; that
jealousy and fear, both mght and day, do
frequently attend me, lest I should not be
s0 lmprovmg my time, and the talents com-
mitted to me, as I ought to do; lest I should
not be o steadily preferring the things which
are most excellent, not_énough setting my
affections on thmgs which are above, and
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ltmkmgf “ toward the mark for the ) pnze of
the high calling of God in Chnst Jesis;” lest
obedience should not keep pace with knowl-
edge, and the day’s ‘work with the day:

because I do see 50 ‘clearly that « the end of
all thmgs is at hand ;” that the. sammer will
soon be over,and the harvest ended: - Now, '
ife any thing. like thls should also be thy ex-

penence, I'am not sorry forit; but Ido ptay

that this poverty, this weakness, thls Jealousy

and fear, may, to both of us, be’ sanctlﬁed to

our complete redemptmn '

Oh this great - work, REDEMPTION' if thls
be’ but happlly accomphshed in our expe-'
nence it matters very little what else is gain-
ed or lost. 1 thought 50, through adorable
Mercy, in my early youth : when, through
‘the’ visitation of thé « day- -spring from on
hlgh ” a prospect was opened ‘into things
which are invisible ; the transcendent beauty-
of holiness was dlsclosed and the glory of -
this world was stained in my view, Wlth
what zeal and fervency was'1 then engaged
to labour, to.obtain an’ mhentance ¢ eternal
in the Heavens,”_ “ that fadeth not away"’

and oh' the solicitude that I have, and do
M
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now feel, since I am advanced more in years,
that I mlght not ‘survive the | greenness of my
youth that 'L mrfrht not become more lax,
lukéwarm, ‘and - mdrfferent, than ILwas “in
the day-of mine- espousals . And indeed, I
can say, to the glory of His name; who hves
for ever, that mylove to God, and to my
brethren, has. not been on the decrease:
No, ‘no! my soul -was never more ravished
~ with one of His looks, w ith one cham of Hrs‘
neck, whom. my soul mcreasmgly esteems
¢ the ehiefest among “ten thousand ” and
& altogether lovely.” Never, never, had re-
ligion 50" many charms, that'l do many a
- time think, when the vision of hght is a little
opened i in my view, that if I never had be-
fore, T should not then hesitate 2 moment,
but endeavour to give up all for eternal hfe
Now, my dear friend, that what I have
written here is. lrkewrse descnptlve of thy
religious. situation,. I feel strongly drsposed
to believe; and therefore it is. in my heart
~ to say, let us thank God, and take courage ;
~ let us lift up our heads in hope, that He,
who has been our mornlng llght will be: our
evening song ; and though in. our pmgress
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through thls mldemess, Werhould meet: with-
tribulation, ‘(for 1- have been mstructed to
believe, there is-no outward situation ex-
" empt from™ trials,) yetit-is the pnv;lege of
the dependant children of our Heavenly Fa-
ther, that they know Him fo be their sanc-
~tuary. This state of thmgs is ‘a compound
~of good and evily Gall and Wormwood are
- deeply mingled in the cup we all'have to
drink, though not perhapa in like proportion ;
but let us receive our respectlve portlons as
coming from His hand, who will make ita
cup of blessing to His children. “'We have
the authority of Holy Writ to say, *in all
their afffictions  He was afflicted, and the
' angel of ‘His presence saveth them.” Oh!
what condescendmg language is . this: b
“ When thou passest through the waters, I
will be with thee ; and fhrough the rivers;
they shall not overﬁow ‘thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burnt { neither shall the | ﬂame kindle upon
thee.” )
Thus, whatever be. the permmed dnspen-
satl_ons of suﬂ'ermg, of any ‘who love the Lord

Jesus in sincerity; however such may, at
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séasbns; be divested of strength, and clothed
with sackcloth; though such. should have to
pass through deep and fiery trla]s, yet shall
they be preserved ; the Lord, in whom they.
trast; will be. with all: these will’ sanctify
the dxspensatlons, and, in hjs -own- time,
bring . deliverance ;  will clothe: Wlth _the
strength of salvatlon “will take off the sack~
cloth, and clethe thesewuh gl‘_adn_ess So’
that, for the encouragement of ‘the. upright.
and sincere, whose hands, I know; are ‘many 3
times ready to hang down;, yea, to the whole
Israel of God, it may be said as formerly,—
% There is none like unto the God of Jeshu-
run, Who rideth pon the heaven i in thy help,
and in His excellency on the sky. ~The eter-
nal God is-thy refuge, and ugderneath are, :
the Everlasting Arms.” . :
Please’ present the. salutation of my love
to_thy wife, 1-shall” only add the desire
which 1 feel, that the Divine blessing may
attend thee ; and oh! that it might please :
“the God of blessmgs to bless all thy children,
I am thy affectionate friend,
. JOHN THORP :

-
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To RICHARD REYNOLDS

Mancbester 4th Mo ‘26 1796

My deax Frlend

*Itisnow more than twelve months since
I recewed thy kind letter; though there has
not passed one month, perhaps not one day,
in which. I have not affectionately remem-
bered thee; and thou -wouldst long since
have had a reply to it, if I had thought thou
hadst stood in necd of any instruction er help
from me. - If the enemy has gamed any ad-
vantage by ‘my silence, either against thee
or-me, I am sorry for it; but T believe thou
hast been too long. acquamted with his devi-
ces, to be'in much danger from that quarter.
The "very poor account thou hast given
me of thy own situation, did - ‘not at all sur-
prise me ; it was just such a one_as I should.
have expected from thee; the humble state
~ of thy mind; added to lts great sellslblhty, "
under the humiliating, gradual process of -
regeneratxon, disposeth to such feelings and
-such feara. | beheve there are many of us,
. . M.*
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were it not that v we are: sometlmes favoured B
for the sake of’ others, tﬁat would have much
the 'same account to give ‘of ourselves 1
will transcnbe for thee -a few-lines from an
~an01ent , pious, writer, and whlch I would have
thee admit as an -answer to all thou hast
said of thyself 1 “This I do- 1mpart unto you
© % in all sincerity, out of a true Christian zeal
« from my fountain glfts and knowledge
¢ and T do not extol or.set up myself, but.I
“ speak. brotherly to your'mind, to stir you
« up, and to comfort you, that you should
“ not think the yoke of Christ to be- heavy
“ when oftentimes the‘external man doth
S« cloud the internal, -that the poor soul
"« mourneth, for its image, which yet is pu-
“rified, and truly .begotten, and brought
4 fonth unde1 tribulation, ‘and the cross of
“ Christ. It is even s0 with ‘me, and other
¢ Christians besides. Think not strange at
CCit Itis very good when the poor soul is
“in combat, much better ‘than when it is
¢ jmprisoned, and yet playeth the hypocrite,
% and maketh devout shows. It is written,
o« that all things shall serve for thie best to
“ them who love. God ‘Now, when the .



- % combat of the. soul doth: anse and proceed
“:that it would fain see God ‘and yet can-
ke not at all times attain the same, then know
“that it fighteth- for the noble trophy, of
¢ which the external man knoweth nothmg,
. yet the Spirit of God fighteth in.the na-
¢ tural soul for that which is supernatura]
_%.that so he may lead the creature into God.
“ He would always fain crown thejsoul with
« the. precious- image, if the blind reason
“ would but give Him room, #nd suffér the
X understanding to co-operate: -We must
« labour and strive against the e\temal Tea-
- son, and also. ‘against flesh-and blood, and
“ wholly oppose the assaults: and ob_]ectlons
“of the devil, always breakmg them, and
“ casting them -away, and resist the evil

¢ thoughts, motions, and mﬂuences, and ef- =

¢ fectually with eur whole soul, with prayer,
““supplication, or internal 1esxo'natlon, press
« into God’s'mercy.”" =
- Thou mayst ‘be sure enough, ‘my, dear
fnend that if Providence seeth meet to'malke
any other use’ of thee, .than that which He
* hath long done,  as.a preacher of righteous-
ness-in life and conversation; as a Fatherto
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the poor,anda succourer.of many, when the -
'nght time shall come, thou will not be left
in-any doubt about it ; but if otherwise, it is
all right; it is eénough if we are found faith-
ful stewards.in the station which: the Mastet :
hath appointed us, whether as stewards of ~
grace, or of the thmgs ‘of this life.. What
cause have we; not only tobe. satlsﬁed with,
but thankful for our Jots ? our outward cir--
cuinstances, our mental powers, and- spmtual
gifts, are diversified by Him who only is
‘wise ; and it is deeply fixed as a sentlment
in my mind, that the allotment or gifts of
~ “each mdlvuiual of us, if we act well our part,
and-are faithful in: the ﬁlmplovement will:
conduce more completely to fill' up - the
3 meaSure of our happiness through all eter-
‘ mty, than any other or varied portion could
possibly do.- The great point, by which
glory, houour, and peace, both here and for
-ever, would certainly be gained, is for each
of us to stand in‘our own lot, resigned to the
will of God in all the varied dispensations of
" His providence ; seeking no more, either of
prosperity-or. advers1ty, of poverty or. riches, -
of suffering or rejoicing, in things spititual



or temporal “than: He knows to be best for
us. : : o L
- I-note all that thou hast hmted of some
cnrcumstances which, as a parent, do furnish
_for theg some degree of affliction. Experi-
 ence hath taught me to sympathize in a case
which, though - somewhat dissimilar, hath
been to me: exceedm«ly distressing ; but; my
dear frlend what ean we do for our cl‘uldren ?
nothing of ourselves," to be sure, that will do
them any good ;- but, through ' Divine help,
‘we can love, pity, and pray for them; and,

indeed, with some, this is the last and only.
resource; and oh! the fear that I have felt,

lest 1 should be deficient here, The fer-
vent prayer. of a nghteous man. availeth
much ;” letus be found diligent in this. holy
exercise.  The ‘example of Job is: worthy',
our imitation, and- with what" fervency did
the father of the faithful address the Most
High. with this petition; “O that Ishmael
might live before thee !” “ God forbid,” said
the prophet Samuel, concerning the rebel-
lious house of Israel, “that-1 should sin
against the Lord in. ceasing to pray for you.”
Oh! that both thou and I may be found fer-




vent enough, and frequent inthis great duty ;-
often. retiring to. the closet of our hearts, the
“temple which God ‘hath chosen, and- there
~pouring forth our supphcatlon to ¢ our Fa-
~ ther which isin heaven,” that He would take
our children under His. care. Much’ benefit
would arise from this practice. .Iam very
far from thinking thee a stranger to. this
Christian exercise; for any thing I know,'
thou mayst have gone far beyond me in the
practice. - If so, permit me to recommend
itto thee to persevere; and, for thy encour-
agement, let us remember the example of the
woman, who came to Christ, and would not
be denied, Mat. xv. 22; and likewise the
parable of our blessed Lord, by which He
taught that ‘men should always pray, and _
not faint; Luke xviii. Oh! the consolation
and support we also should derive from thus
spreading our cause before the Lord, and
committing ourselves, our children, and our .
all into His hand, who'is the Shepherd and
'Blshop of Souls.
"1 do not expect to be in London this year ;
so probably may miss the pleasure of seeing
thee there ; some more distant period may



farnish the opportumty -1 have, however,
much pleasure and comfort in thinking  of

“thee, because T am so. fully persuaded of the
smcerlty ‘of- thy de51res and that, in the
great day of recompence, thou wilt be num-
bered amongst the humble, i’mthful servants
of God.

Wnshmg thee every comfort and every
blessmg consistent with the Divine will; I
remain thy ever. aﬁ'eohonate and smcere
fnend '

- d OHN "T'H'ORP

N B. Present the salutatlon of my love
to thy wnfe, and to Priscilla Hannah Gurney §
tell her to remember the parable of thetalents, .
and I also ought. ta remember it, pamcularl)st“ ;
that pait, ¢ Thou oughtest therefore to have

' put my money to the exchangers,” the Lord’s S
money, nothmg of our own..
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. Liattet XXXI
To Rxcnmn REYNOLDS

= Manchester, Qnd Mo 2 1798

kMy dear Friend, .

Though Ihave not wntten to thee for a
long time, it would be great 1nJustlce to sup-
+ pose I had forgotten thee. I.do not even
suspect thee on the same account, and 1am
not willing to be suspected.. I remember
thee often, my  dear friend, I believe in the
manner thou wouldst wish me, according to
the abxhty and strength afforded ; and I have
the comfort "also to believe, thou art gra-
:cwusly remembered of God and that thy
'rayers and thine alms are gone up fora
‘ onal before Him. Yet, like a wise and
tender father, He knoweth how to preserve
His people humble, and in a state of deep
abasement before Him : because He know-
eth, who knoweth all things, that this is the
best and safest for us.

I have, indeed, often observed, with hum-
ble admiration, the unfailing w1sdom of His
discipline in this respect, always increasing,



' Wlth all Hls gtfts i
abasement before H i1

vently« petltloned for 1t Though pamful :
apprehensxons, and) many fEars, do generally-
attend a_ staie: of Spmtual desertlon, as if it
were some way'or"othel our own fault; and
the consequénce “of - somie 1mpropnet' K
conduct yet as the eye is kept smo*le to

conﬂlct heré; ) : ]
teousness, be forever. ﬁlled and clo
that I’ beheve the Lord would hav
encouraged to preSS forward ;ke‘ ping. the
mark-in view : %Let us not be ‘weary.in
doing ; for i ‘due season we shall reapif we. - -
faint not;? nothmg hath’ happerie ltousbut
such thmgs as-are common to'our fellow=
pilgrims 5 though 1 know the” enemy tells..
quite a contrary story, an'd‘would have us to.
belleve, that our case and lot is harder - and o
worse than hath fallen to the share of: apyoth-
er. But n6 credit must be glven to him; ‘who |




- was “. a hal from the begl_ ] n\ing,” and Who al-
’ways seek"vto cast down those ‘whom he can- +
not exalt above measure ;-but thou “-art hot
= 1gnorant of satan’s’ devmes.”__ The good. sol-
dier thou knowest must ‘endure’ hardness,
and let us always remember Hlm, of- whom
' vthe prophet spake, that, Hewas “a man of‘ :
sorrows, and acquamted with gnef 2 ‘and
can'we’ expect to get;to. heaven w1thout pass-,
. ing through a similar process P T hou vand 1.
‘have now long been’ engaged in -the Chris=
.tlan warfare’; Thope and trust: not. altogether
ubs ecessfully ‘We can be at no great dis--
 from "the end. of ;th_ | Chrlstlan Thce;
crown'is at: the end o lt,-»lald up for, and
‘ hall e given. to those, who love the appear- -
‘ he Lord, the righteous Judge Whlch=
1 ave 7_,0.'7doubt is: thy case ; I pray that ltf
may evermore be:mine." - _.
‘Martha Routh and myself have’ just gone'
_through areligious visit to the families of our-
friends in this place;. Mercxful help hath
been aﬂ'orded and I hope the labour will
not be in vain ; there are. about sixty fami-
lies i in. membershlp, and many 1nd1v1duals,
“and’a’ considerable ‘number not in- socxety,‘
_who generally attend our meetings. '
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- Give my love 1o thy
hath made great progres n that- way - that
will énd i in peace. Oh! how I.wish, how 1
long to encourage all my fe]low-pllgnms to

- persevere in the hlgh way to the Kingdom, -
and in an espec:al manner such as have been
long on‘ théir: Journey, and are at no. great

"dlstance from the heavenly countryjl that e
strength of al} such may be so renewed :
they may “ run .and. not ‘be: weary,” . that
they may ‘. walk’ and not famt ”: '

 Please remem - my: love to P H .

' :,-;'-who,l beheve, :

ney, she has been out a long tlme W l"

‘warfare is nearly accomphshed, and a heav-' Sk

enly mansmn, I have no doubt is nchly pre-

‘pared forher. . . o
In dear love to thyse]f in wlnch my w:fe

umtes\ I am thy aﬂ'ectlonate ﬁ'lend

' ' J OHN THORP
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- Letter XXXIL.

_;,,I'o RICHARD RE\*NOLDS

Manchester, lOth Mo 28 1799

'My dear Frleud - ) ‘

- . Many a tlme of late I have thoughtl

' ‘.fwould erte to thee, aud 1 certamly should
. before now, if- lhad~not felt myself - almOSt '
c onstantly unﬁt for- any sort of commumca—'
tion, thlough somewhat of -an uncommon'

S deglee of: what we. call sp1utua1 poverty 1

o _'.do not say - thls m a way of: complamt 1

bave no doubt it is-all in wisdom, I do not
even'msh the- dlspensatlon to be changed
: ,efore the tlme 1 have no Cause to’ beheve
thatl am alone in thxs COHdlthD, though, as -
P to the deglee Iam sometimes ready to think
‘s,o.‘- I:donot only feel s0 destltute of spiritual
:enJoyments, but of ablhty to. do any ‘thing to
 help myself that, although lhave been en-
. ‘deavounn«r after spmtual aitainments now for
~'more than forty years, yet, when [ sit down in
fmeetmgs, ina stripped state eventoa degree
of nakedness, T know no-more how to help
'f‘myself than when Iwas a little Chlld. Some—
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to Tbow in’ submlssxon to all HIS Hlspensa-
-,txons - PR
1.do not know howI come to erte so-("
"‘much about myself unless it be to convince

thee, _ ‘_‘ou' also shouldst 50 netimes. pass
"throusrh seasons of deep humﬂnahon and
abasement, that thou art ot indeed the | poor-
est of the: splr.tual f‘umly Nay, if thou-wert,
to thmk ‘thy case ‘was not at all to be- com;"
pared to others, T myself have’ thought
100 ; how often have I been ready to say,’
yes, thus «ood peop]e m'ty ‘Sometinies- pass*
through these baphsma, perhaps for their
f uriher punﬁcahon, or it may be to enable
them to. speak more feehngly to others but -
'what is that’ to ‘me ? T have reason to fear H
mine ‘is rather'a state than a _baptlsm, and

proceeds from ‘the unrenewed condition of " -

my own heart Whatelse can be the reaeon’ '
- N*
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',why T am: so msensﬂ)le of good and sit’
'meetmg after'meetmxr as the “heath in-the

; ,-~nay; even ‘When' tesumomes are
am hkethe deaf adder Thus ma--
me, in years ‘that-are now: past “hathi

- m ipeor -mind been - tossed with. tempest,

and-not comforted ;7 -and thus, at. seasons,
am ;permltted in: measure, ‘to'be exercrsed"'
\to this day Many atime have T’ said i o my-

s 'heart Lord, if these: dlspensatlons are mtend-;‘
ed to make me feel what1 am without thee,f
~and what T am’ but} that'of myself [.cando -
nothmg ; that © there isnone good but. Orie,”
and that is- God 2f to convince me of thls :

- be thy gracrous purpose, surely it is enough .
I am full of this. conviction. Notw1thstand—'
i mg, when I cons1der What ihe ever blessedf
Master suffered for us; ‘when He: trod “the’
Wme-press alone, and’ gave “ His life a ran--
som for many,” I am even ashamed to think -
any thmg of what we meet ‘with of the na--
ture of suﬁ'ermg in :our dally Chrlstlan war--
i fme. ‘No, my ‘dear friend, let us rather gloi
1y in tribulations also, masmuch as we are.
aade thereby miore conformable toHis b]eSS’-
~ edexample, -who was “ a man of ‘sorrows,
= and acquamted with grref ” '



readm-g-, upon whlch . ow-.net that Ihave
much ‘to remark; except that thiou’ thmkest :
too lll of thyself -and’ too well of me.’ sl
both respects, perhaps, -this- letter may: help §
toset'thee right. - On. the_ sub3eet of human _

mﬁrmmes, 1 once: heard (and I theught it |

did me good) a tru]v hvmg, humble minister
of the gospel say, ~that’ though he_couild or.
durstnot say, that he loved the Lord his. God:
with all bis. heart and his nelghbour as'him:

self, he could say-this, that he had not left of .

strlvmg 1o arnve at that” attamment Letr

us;- tﬁen, keep upt the warfare as good soldxers;‘? >

of Christ: . O let s be careful and dllwent,
in- this’ lmportant busmess - Let - not the" \
woxld ‘have too: much of our time or. atten- )
twn -we, at. our- tlme of life, must tery soon - |
leave it. - Be encouraged; my dear friend, to
persevere in. the Chustlan Warfare, against
the world, the ﬂesh and the devil. - Occupy |
with “the talents recewed ; attend to thy
stewardshlp, ‘both of grace. and the things of
this life. -Do’ all the. good the blessed Mas-
ter bids thee doj both to the souls and bodles



: fé\lthfﬁl servan' i
! thy Lord »..

-’memorate the many favours presei'vauons,..
- and- dehverances, that ‘have  been’ hitherto
'-vouchsafed unto’ us; and bless ‘the name of
Him* who ‘Tives for ever, for what I—]e hath
“given, and for all He hath denied ; and when
-His fathelly cbrrectnons and’ chastlsements
'_may be exerc1sed upon us, those celt' n evn-
‘.”L ences- of filiation, O ‘that we may be ena--_
: bled in feeling’ submlssmn, to kiss the rod L
Thus’ would all ‘the gracious. des1gns of our
~ "Iheavenly Father be’ accomplished, and all
His dlspensatlons sanctified unto’ us, S

Remember ‘my love aﬂ'e(,tlonately to ‘thy
wife; whom I wish'well on her way to ‘the
'heavenly country, and am Wlth smcere love,
'-‘thy aﬁ'ectlonate fnend -

JOHN THORP



o To RICHARD Remoms

Manchester, lst Mo. 2! ]80?

My dear Frlend L ‘ )
Aithough Robert Bamard hath wntten to
acquamt the: Darby famlly of our sqdz'e ré \urn, )
yet that does not excuse me from fumlshmg
' thee w1th the same mformatmn L
We got home the day after’ we left you,a

httle after feuro clock:; -the roads were good o

and our journey as- pleasant as the severe sea-
“son would admit ; but what. reconcnled very’
thing to me was, that my mind was’ favoured‘
- with sweet peace, as, through greatm
_--hadbeen made  willing to do what T believe .
{he blessed Master bid me do, Wlthout ai-_ -
~{empting more. Surely we do not serve a
. ‘hard Master! Many, many tlmes, from early ‘
age, ‘hath my heart been filled with this ac-

. knowledgement. There never was so good a

Master ; who gave such excellent wages for
such' imperfect work ; ‘who is not watching
over us for-evil, but: for good not _taking

Occasmns agamst us, but forgwmb, p)tymg,



helpmg us,yagam ] aga]n jidor: there i$ no
~endof His. compassion, 1 let the devil : say what
- he will; ralsmg us up, “and’ l)eanng up our
Vheads above the troubled waters, and en-
’couragmg us to persevere This He doth
:ever bemg “touched with the feelmg of our
it es,” . blessed ‘be His hely name: for
uch fii;I_{-;igh-"ﬁfi'e‘s.‘t:w~ begafm(e;-u.s'. |
Oh' ‘was: He not exactly such a Saviour,

o ever' for

. what should we do L. Surely, my. dear fnend

5thls s, not Ihe language of the barbanan to

had httle expectauon ofcexpressmg my-
If thus;- ‘but.my" -heart. was moved with
‘gratitud our most gracious Helper, andI
felt the springing up .of that Love, which had,
, '__no begmnmg, reachlng towards. thee'; and,
- -under its: influénce; 1" W1sh thee “ to: thank |
.God and take courage.” Fear not salth the
Lord, « for I am with thee.” In every per-
. 'mltted tnal he will be near thee to support
‘thee Therefore, my dear friend, be - ‘hum-
~bled in His presenice ; put_ thy whole trust
-and conﬁdence in God thy Saviour ; bow in |

' gratltude before Him, who - ‘hath done great |
things: for. thce 5 lift up thy head in hope, :




that He, who hath bee thy ;'Lormng hght,-
Wlll be thy evemng.and thy everlastmg song.”
And I believe it nght for me to add, ‘that
«“ although thy house be not_so. with, God 5
yet He hath made with thee an everlastmg
covenant ordered in all thmgs, and sure.”’
" Preserit my dear love to thy W]fe, whom T
love for the truth’s sake, Whlch dvyelleth in
her, “Oh'! how beautlful is that ‘seymg of

the apostle, vand how deeply mstrucuve,-

& God is love and he that dWelleth m'love, L

dwelleth in God and God in him.” ‘P ase
to glve my love to Sarah Allen, and tel] her,_,
I wish her to remember, with frequency and
gratltude, that interesting declaration of the -
apostle:’ ¢ Ye are not’ our oWn ; forye are’
bought with a’ price ; thereforeglonfy God.
in your: body, and in. your spmt whlch are '
God’s” =~ &
I look ‘back Wlth pleasure on . my wmter
. visit,and feel g}'atefol for yourkmd attention.
I am, wlth true ‘love, and ‘best desn‘es for _
thee, thy aﬂ'ectlonate fnen l, o )
' Jomv Tnonr.




S Thy letter, dated llth Mo 24th ré>

L cewed duly H ‘and: as lt appears to have been,
3 en_ ina gdod degree of candour: and un:
- reserved' 'eedom 1 feel dlsposed under the
mﬂuence ‘of sincere: good-wrll and. (xf I'am

' not mistaken) a disinterested love to the: ever-,_
blessed "Truth, to-make thee soime rep]y '
And first, T ‘do not blame thee, circum-
| sianced as thou professest thyself to be, that
: ing - little ‘ot no -unity with" Fnends,'
. Tfaith or practice;for- w1thdrawmg r
: ~thyself from them.: 1 ‘do not_see how thou.
‘couldst, with: any: degree of honesty, have :
acted’ otherwrse ‘but- ‘whether thou actedst
‘wisely, with ‘proper Teverence; fear; and care; b
’ _whether thou tookest counsel of God orofan
~ enemy; whether thou didst not admit {hiese
_dnfferences of opmmn on 1mportant pomts, :
. "on ground too superﬁcral though Wlth some
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upnghtness of mtentlon, and Pprobably thh
some expectatlon of being an instrument of
further reformation, for I am not ignorant of
satan’s devices; whether ‘thou mayst not
have suffered thyself to be too hastily moved
to give in to new opinions, pethaps from a
variety of motives,—I am indeed disposed
to doubt. Time and consequénées will
show Whether, in these movemetits, thou
hast been bulldlng upon the Rock or on the
Sand.’

The charges of superstltlon and formahty,
which you bring against the Society you
have left, appear in my view: rather the ef-
fects of prejudlce thana well-mformed judg-
ment. Such an apphcatlon of the words

superstition and formality, is, I think, un-

precedented. There is perhaps as little -of
formality amongst us, as can be made to.
consist with regularity and order: and1do
expect that experience, in time, will con-
vince some of you of - the necessity and .
benefit. of this.” I know of nothing in the
discipline recommended and practised a-
mongst.us, as-to the substance and material
parts of it, which hath not evidently its foun-_
° _
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'datlon—ln Dwme Love, and in that sympa— )
‘thetlc brotherly affection, and watching over
~ ene another for good, Whlch the rehglon of
the gospel requires. But . if this discipline,
and these forms are moved in, and main-
tained in a. dead and lifeless manner, (and
yet one can hardly ‘suppose’ “this to _be the.
-case w1thout exception any where ; but ad-
mitting it 1s)_ the fault is not.in. the form or
in the rules of our discipline, but in the want
‘of humbly seeking after and waiting for the
mﬂuence of that Divine Love, which Would
'-enable us_to move in these forms, and put
in: practice this dlscxplme, to our mutual
edification.- 4 ‘
-The  offence which some of you have
taken, and the strictures which thou hast
'pubhshed on the manner of our marriages,
really seem to.me quite childish. - No doubt,
" some part of our proceedings in order to
marriage, which once were necessary, may
. now be-spared. It appears that Friends have
,‘thought so, and accordingly have now made
the -way less tedious ; and probably, when:
the Socwty shall see the propriety of it, as
some- of its members now do, the manner of
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our proceedmgs may be stlll/ more snmphﬁed
but any how, as it hath beeni practlsed at any
time amongst us, there hath ‘been nothing
init that I could have ‘believed a man of
thy talents and understandmg would have
stumbled at,.or been offended with, ‘

Thy deﬁmtlon and ideas.-of revelatlon,
human reason, and conscience, appear to-me
confused and indistinct. Surely there was
a time when. thou couldst better have dis-
tmgmshed between' human reason ‘and Di-
vine revelation. Thy remarks upon the
Scriptures I heartily dxsapprove. There are,
I think; very few of thy observations on that
subject, ‘that would meet the ‘approbation
of any man, who would make a right use of .
his reason ; they are far from bemg new,
ornewtome. Ihave read, with pain, many
such things in the works of unbelievers;
but I wish thee to consuler what sort of
characters they have: generally been, who
have wntten agamst the Scnptures, and
what sort of people they have generally
been, who have given in to this infidelity:
Conmder the lives:and conduct of these men,
-and contrast .them Wlth the lives of those
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who have been the firmest behevers and
: most dlhgent readers of the sacred ertlngs _
and it will, ¥ hope,’ aﬁ'ord thee some light on-
which hand the danger lics. I myself as well
as Tlmothy, have read the Holy Scnptures
from the. years of . chlldhood, and by lhem,
I believe, I can say truly, I have been of-
ten proﬁtably 1nstructed and comforted, but
‘never received any hurt. I believe I have
not a rehglous acquaintance in the world,
that Would not write the same testimony ;
and T am almost persuaded that if thou~
wouldst consult thy own experience, and
that of all the truly rehglous characters thou
hast known, you would say very much the
same thing. Are not then all the arguments
| ~against, confuted by facts and expenence in
favour of, the Scnptures P :
Thou needest not have said, that our So—
o c:ety sometlmes called the Divine' prmc1ple
Cini man, « Christ within ,” thou mightst have
said, (What thou canst not be ignorant. of,)
that this is the language and doctrine of the
Scnptures I believe it would make more
for our peace, and preservatlon from error, to
admlt the express teshmony of Holy Wnt

K
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that there is no God but One, none good but-

One, no Dlvmlty but One, and - that -Jesus
Christ our Lord, the Son and Sent of Ged,
who was born of the Virgin Mary, was united
with ‘this One Divinity ; and thus united
with- Omnipotent Love, and receiving from
His Father all power, both in Heaven and
on the Earth, He became, by His state,
character, and the Divine appointment, the
Author of eternal redemption to us; for He,
possessing in Himself all the perfectlon -of
the first Adam, in perfect union with the

Dwmlty, became the Head and Fountam of
all the regenerated human 1ace, Who derive.

their heavenly life, nature, and image from
Him; and all that He did, and suffered, in
His outward manifestation, was for our sake.

Blessed be His namé, He needed not to suffer

for Hlmself who was the Lamb Immaculate,

in-whose mouth was found no- guﬂe, bemg_ .

holy, harmless and undeﬁled though “in - .

all points tempted like as we are, yet W1th-

out sin.’ No it 'was on our account, , ac-

cording ‘to the declaration of the prophet

« Surely He hath borne our griefs, and car-

ned our sorrows : yet we did -esteem Him
: o¥ \
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stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. -But

- He.was wounded for our transgressions, He
_was bruised for our 1mqu1t1es,, the chastise-
_?ment of our peace was upon Him, and with
_Hls stripes we  are healed. All we, like
wsheep,\ have gone astray ; we have. turned
‘every one to his own way; and the‘Lor,d
‘hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”

- Agreeably to this declaration,- is that-of the
- apostle Peter, 1 Peter, il. 24. Let us then
“beware how we undervalue the merits (for 1

- do not know-a better word) of our Saviour’s
_sufferings: “the Just for the unjust, that He
--might bring usto God.” " T have no belief, I
never had, that the sufferings of the Holy
‘Jesus, when He poured out His soul.unto
‘death, were in order to satisfy or appease
~.any wrath that was. awakened in the pure
- Deity Himself. “ God'is love,” “ the same

L : yesterday, and. to-day, ‘and for ever - but-

- though we should not be able to comprehend
-the why and wherefore of our blessed Lord’s -
- miraculous conception, holy, self-denymg

-__-fllfe, sufferings and death’; yet, ‘unless we

-will reject- the whole body of Scripture evi-
: dence, we must beheVe they were, all neces-
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sary. and mdlspensable to our- complete re-

demptlon , : :
If mankmd Were . better acqualnted Wlth

and more willing to believe, the fall of all

mankind i in. our first parents; by whose trans-

. gression sin entered into the world, and -

| death by sin'; did we read’ more in the vol-

ume of our- own ‘hearts, the: corruptlon and

deprawty of our fallen state by nature ; how
‘we have lost the image of holmess, and that
pristine purity and heavenly nature in whrch
man was first' created, and to which we are

called ; we should 'see more clearly, and.

better understand ‘what is meant by “ the

second Adam,” ¢ the Lord from hea_ven ”

“the quickening Spirit,” ¢ fhe‘Rés’titrecﬁOn

-and-the Life,” and by the- emphatic words - -

of Ransom, Purchase, Salvation, and Re-
demptlon through Jesus Christ:

Whatever may vbe thy sentiments on these

subjects, I am jealous of many, who, in these

days, like the builders. of Babel I'ormerly, are

-explormg new ways to Heaven, by the exer-
tion and power of their 6wn reason, that they

are too much strangers to the glorious dis-

pensatron of the Gospel, the reign and gov-



156

ernment of Chnst the: ng of nghteousness
and Prince of Peace and therefore do not
see the necessuy of bemg born again, before
they can see this kingdom, which rione can
enter, but those who are first: & converted, ’
and become as little children.” All these
' behevmg in the Scnptures, and the power of
God believe also in Christ ; for They are
one, and these know the truth of His blessed
' promlse “Ifa manlove me, he will keep
my words : “ and" my Father will l_ove hnn,‘
and we will come unto him, and make our
abode with him.” ¢« At that day ye shall
know that Iam in - my Father; and’ you'in me,
’ ‘and I in'you.” = Where then, my friend, is
the distinction thou thinkest should be more
strongly ‘'marked, between Jesus Christ in
apirit, and His Father, dwelling in us ?
I have written far more than I had a view
- of ; but my heart was full, and I yet feel a
measure of that love that béareth and hopeth
-all things, in which 1 desire for thee, as for
myself anestablishment upon that Founda—
.~ tion, ‘which God hath laid in Sion, -and
~ which never can be shaken, Endeavour af-
' ter stillness; quietness, retirement, and resig-
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nation ; and in- . the: simplicity of a little
child, wait upon God, and watch unto prayer
that He may be pleased to show thee, as in
time past, the way He would have thee to
go, and whether the path thou hast lately
trodden, be the way to the Wllderness, or the
way which' He hath cast up for thee to the
city-of God. . Be jealous over thyself with a
godly jealousy ;- ponder the paths of'thy feet,
and watch against that grand adversary of
man’s happmess which first beguiled the
woman in paradise, and hath cast down ma-
ny of the stars of heaven, which, if they had
humbly abode in a state of dependance upon
Him, who appointed them their place and
station, would have been fixed in the firma-
ment of His power for ever, :

- 1 feel the love of our Heavenly Father
moving in my heart for thee. I feel com- -

passion for thy family; and for all those who

may look to thee for direction; and strong

are the desires that I feel, that, in that awful =

day when inquisition shall be made for blood,
thou mayst be found pure from the blood of

all men. -
[am thy sincere fnend

Joun THoORP.
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Lettet XXXV
To RICHARD REYNOLDS

Manchester, 12th Mo 3 1802

My dear Fnend e

‘Within'a few months back I have spent -
-;many hours in the company of thy son and
daughter Rathbone, to my own satisfaction,
and 1 hope not unacceptably to them. - The
death of ‘my dear friend - Robert Benson,
furnished an occasion for this opportunity.
For fourteen - years 1 had been -intimately

" - acquainted with™ that dear man, and his

friendship hath been. to me fruitful of much
comfort. This is one of those losses (I had
like to have said evils) that advanced age.
subjects us 1q ; with this aggravation, that,
at that. seas_o_n_ of life, the loss cannot be re-
paired. For him there is no cause to mourn;
he has galned Ihave no doubt, an admit-
tance into the glorious Church 'lnumphant
1 know not whether any body may have
thought it worth telling thee, that 1 have
spent a month in London this last summer.
I had for some time wished for an opportu-
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mty, in some easy way, to sit with my fnends
in all the meeting-houses in London; and -
' behevmg it right to pay a visitto my relatlons
there, particularly my eldest . brother, now
~ nearly seventy-three years old, ina declin-
ing state of health, and an only sister, in
much the same condition, I thought this

- would -be a convenient time for me toac- =~

) comphsh ‘my prospects, with: regard to my
friends. . Accordingly, T was at ‘all their
‘meetings, and'some in.the nelghbourhood ‘to:.
my own satisfaction ‘and’. peace, and, for
aught I know, to the satisfaction of my fnends _
also, for they everywhere behaved to me:
with the greatest kindness. :
lTam thy affectionate friend,
: J OHN- THORP, _
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Tietter XXXVI.
. Manchester, 12th Mo 20 1802

My dear Fnend :

S Were it not that I'have a ﬁxed dlsapproﬂ
bation to dabbhng and quackery, in diseases
“of the. mind as well as body, thou wouldst
probably have heard from me in this way
"before now ; but I know that wounds, how-
~ ever skllfully treated, even under the care of
‘the ‘best physician, must have time to heal ;
and inward stillness and - quietness “certain]y :
contribute much to this desirable end. But
in looking at thy situation, with some degree
of solicitude, and desire for thy. preservation
in the way of holiness and peace, there arose
somé€ sentiments in my mind, that I thought
it would be best, in the freedom of true
fnendshlp, I had almost said in the hberty of
the Gospel, to communicate..

- 'We are told, by an Authority which we are
both wnllmg to acknowledge, that “ all thmgs
work -together for good to them that love
God,” and who are willing to manifest their




love by their obedience ; if so, the late pain-
ful, or deeply trying event which thou hast
experlenced is one of those “all things,”
which-the Lord Almighty would bless and
sanclify to thy spiritval improvement, thy
increasing refinement,. and perfect. purifica-
tion : -and then, the little time -thou mayst
have to stay, will be- abundantly\ blessed,
both to thyself and others, by giving thee an

opportunity,-through Divine help, of filling |

up more fully the measure of thy duty, both
to thy generation, and to the Lord thy God,
the bountiful Autlior of all thy sure mercies,

- Do net think, my dear friend, that now thy
very dear, dear companion is removed to his
pface, I have no doubt, in the glorious
Church Triumphant, that thou hast nothing
to do, but sit down and lament his loss,
This would be a poor retuin foi the favour
of having had his company for many yearsi

It would be a poor return of gratitude to Him

who hath loved us; and Washed us from our
sins in His own blood. No, no, my deat
friend, we are accountable for o'urselves, for

all_the favouys, for all the mercies, for all out -
time, and for the -talents we have received -

¥
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- to'occupy with 5 and-pothing but faithful-
ness and diligence, in doing the will of God
from the heart, and makmO' a sacrifice of our
own, will ever enable: us to glve in our ac-
count with joy. Y
" There is-no combination of cnrcumstances,
or peculiarity of situation, in which we can
be placed, wherein it will be safe for us to
lay ‘down plans for our. own movements, or
to circumscribe our own path. - “Lord, what
wilt Thou have me to do 7 is expressive of
that state of mind we should aspire after ; 3
" and to' be able to pray; “not my will, but
Thine,”* O Lord, “be done,” in me, and by
me, in my house, in my family, “on earth
as it is-in heaven »  This is the acceptable
state, which ‘the Lord will bless. O! that
our dwellmg might be here, where holy help
-~ would' be afforded, to walk before the Lord
with acceptance, in that way which He hath
“cast up for us.
- 'As 1 believe it has been thy care, (and
will now be thy comfort,) beyond many
. others, to please and honour him whom the
Lord gave to be thy husband, so now it hath
pleased Him, who doth all things right, to
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remove thy husband to a better country and -

inheritance ; that which I wish for thée,: my
dear friend, is, that thou mayst cleave more

closely, devote thyself more entirely to Him,

‘who is a husband to the widow, the orphan’s
only hope, the God in whom the fatherless
find mercy.; and then, I know, He will gulde
thee continually, and “ satisfy thy soul in

drought,” and thou shalt be as a watered

garden. - He will be thy support and thy
counsellor ;; He will bear up thy head above
the troubled waters, and will enable thee to
lift up to Him, the hands which are ready to
hang down, and confirm the fe@ble knees :

for, blessed.be His holy name for ever, itis

His delight to.do good to those who love
Him, and whose dependance is on Hlm
alone. - S

" Thus it is in my heart, from the Fe ountam
of that consolation which is in. Christ Jesus,

to speak comfortably to thee, and to encour~ -

-age thee inthe name of Him who is “touched

with the feeling of our infirmities,” to trust
in His name ; and then He will. bless thee,
and thy chlldren with thee, and enable thee
to fulfil all His will. ST
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:-k-am, with true love to thee and all thy
dea.r children; in whxch my- wife umtes, thy
aﬂ'ectlonate fnend

 Jonn TH‘ORP‘; :

" Letter XXXVIX
. To RICHARD‘” REY\IOLDS |

Manchester, 1°’th Mo 31 1802. -
i ‘My dear Friend, ‘ '

We are now advanced one year further
in hfe than when we saw each other. We
have both lived longer, by many years, than
mankind upon an average do. We have had,
in our very different alletments, ﬁlany trials
under which we have been supported, and
many, very many mercies, which I hope we
shall never forget, in humble gratitude, to
number. - May that Mercy, which hath fol--
lowed us_ all the days of our lives, be'still
- gracmusly continued to us.; and may it be
~ our.care to wait daily, to feel our strength

and hoperenewed in Him, who hath hitherto
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been with us; that so we may derive that
holy help and virtue from Him, which will'
enable us to fill up the measure of our duty
as the day advances, and make us fruitful in
old age ‘ '

- Jonn T}ionr.-
-
Letter XXXVIXIY,
' - To - |
Manchester, 3d Mo o, 1803

My dear Fuend

Being under some engagement to at-
tend a marriage at Morley, 1 was necessarily
deprived of the opportunity of attendmg our
monthly meeting, and consequently of see-
ing thee aiid thy family, which otherwise it
would have been pleasant for me to have
done ; for though I might not have been able
to have contributed more orless to your com-
fort, I should at least have had the satisfac-

'uon of seeing you, and mqumng of your-
selves how you were,
. p*
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““I-hope, by this time, ‘thy ‘mind is so far
~composed, (however if thattime' is not-yet
comie, it will come,) that thou .canst look at
the late distressing event without pain, and
congratulate dear Robert’s safe arrival in the
‘heavenly country, where there are neither
fears nor conflicts, where all tears are wiped
from all faces. :
It does, indeed, constitute no small part
“of my present comforts, to contemplate the
happy lot of many, whom I have known and
loved, and of thousands whom I have never
known according to the flesh, who are hap-
. pily ‘gone before us into the Paradise of God ;
who, through faith and patience, have inhe-
rited the promises. May we not, nay, ought
we not, humbly to hope, that through the
same mercy which they obtained, -we also,
in a very little ‘time, may be numbered
amongst the children of God, and have our
lot among the saints. Meanwhile, let us
~ endeavour to fill up the measure of our duty,.
“through Divine help ; let us keep at our post,
and be willing to do or suffer what may be
appointed for us; and then, - ‘however little
- this’ may be, it w1ll be accepted Many,
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many thousands, who think they have done
nothing, who conclude they are unproﬁtab__l'e
servants - indeed, . will: certainly be; to their
own humbling astonishment, finally owned
and accepted of God. “ Lord, when saw
we' Thee an hungered, and fed thee ? or
thirsty, and gave Thee drink? When saw
we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in ? or
naked, and clothed Thee ? Or when saw we
‘Thee sick, or in prison, and came unto
Thee 7 were the humble queries of. those,
whom the Judge of quick and dead pro‘
nounced “ blessed of His Father.”-

Let us then, my dear friend, be encourag-
ed to persevere in the way that is cast up
for us, doing with cheerfulness and upright--
ness of heart, whatsoever our hands find to
do, in ‘our humble stations ; making the will
of our heavenly Father the only rule of our
conduct, so far as we are favoured distinctly
to know it. Remember the precept of our
blessed Lord, “take no thought for the-mor-
row : for the morrow shall take thought for
the things of itself. ~ Sufficient unto ‘the day-
is the evil thereof” Do not aﬁl’ictl thyself
by looking forward towards future trialsj'nor
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anticipate evils that'may never come ; but
repose thyself in the all-sufficiency and un-
ceasing vigilance ‘of Israel’s Shepherd, who
~ loveth and careth for thy children far more
than it is possible for thee to do. “Cast all’
thy care upon Him ; put thy whole trustiin
Him ; love and serve Him as thy father did,
with cheerfulness and full purpose of heart;
and then His blessing will rest upon thee and
upon thy house. Amen. : '
My wife unites in dear love to thee, to
Robert, to Rachel, to Abigail, and- Margaret :
with thy aﬂ'e(.tlonate frlend ,

Joun "Tuorp,

Letter XXXIX.
- To LinpLEy MuRRAY.

Dear Friend, , .
. ‘The letter and book thou wast so kind
as :to send me by R. R., I received with gra-
titude ; for, though petsonal ly unknown, (yet

not 50 by character,) I have no doubt of thy
being a fellow-setvant of those who serve the
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best of blessed Masters; and if I doat all
desire to be numbered with these, I can say-
I love my fellow servants, of every depart~
ment, in the heavenly house. If I covet any
thing from or for my fellow-creatures; it is
an increase of this disinterested love, and an
increasing capacity -in myself to receive and
return-that love, ! E
The book will, T hope; be useful to many
from a child, I have been sensible of - the
benefit of reading the lives of good men;-it
has a natural tendency to stir up the pure
mind. Ihave no doubt it will afford a pleas-
ing, thankful retrospect, when thy day’s
work shall be nearly finished, that thowhast
been diligent - in disinterestedly serving thy
genetation, in things useful and of good re-
port. May both thou and I, my dear friend,
be so strengthened to occupy with the talents
we have received, that when the day of reck-
oning shall come, we may, through Divine
Mercy, be-received amongst the good and
falthful : - -

Joux THorp.
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Lettet XN
jTo RICHARD Rmmows

Manchester, 5th Mo. 10 1803

My dear Fnend o~ :
- Near the time when it happened, heard

of the decease of thy dear wife. Since that

time, I have often thought of the severe trial

-and -affliction this would be to thee; and

- should have told thee so before now, but
that I know how ineffectual words, and the
"expression of sympathy, are to heal, or much
to alleviate, the pain - of wounds occasioned
by such astroke. I knew also, that every
~help that could be had this way, the skilful
friends and near relations about thee, would
wisely and affectionately furnish ; but it is
the Physician of soul and body, that only

can, and certainly will, help and heal all that
apply to- Him, and have their expectation
from Him. That thou art one of this happy
- number, I have no doubt ; and therefore I -
have confidence that thy mind will, in due

time, be tranquillized and comforted by Him

~who hath been with thee all thy life long,

and hitherto supported thee.
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Dear Rebecca }s, no doubt, arrived safe
in a better country, towards which she hath
~ long been travelling with a steady and even

pace. In a little while we may, through -
contmued mercy and help, follow after.
Thou and I, from our advanced age, can be
at no great distance from the end of our pil-
grimage ; and then; let us humbly hope, we
also may be admitted to unite and be joined
with all those, who, through faith and pa-
tience, have inherited the promises. In the
- mean time, let us contend for the faith, and
. abida ... the patience, of which most certain-
ly we shall have need, until our warfare be
accomplished. We are now in the -evening
- of life ; there cannot be a great deal for us
to do here s but if there be a little yet re-
maining, to finish the day’s work, let us do
that little well, and let us-do it cheerfully.
- Strength will ‘be afforded, never fear, equal
to the day ; and remember the holy precept,
“take no thought for the morrow : for the

morrow. shall take thought for the things of -

itself. Sufficient unto the day is the .evil
thereof.” I do sincerely desire, the Lord
Almighty may preserve thee, and direct all



172

thy- future movements in ‘that way that will
most conduce to His glory, and thy present
and foture happiness ; and 1 know it is His
blessed will thus to-deal with thee, and to
keep thee from évery thing that-can do thee
hurt. - So- let it be, saith thy affectionate
friend, A
~Joun THoORP.

Let’mx XLL
fo RICH&RD REYNOLDS. :
Manchester, Ist Mo 13, 1804

My dear Fnend, :

- It was very pleasant to me to réceive a
letter from thee, after so long a silence: I
was well aware the- ‘consequences of the suc-
cessive events which had taken place in thy
family, would be likely for some time to en-
gage thy atterition, and- I heard of thy j Joumey
into the west, so that I did not much “expect

“to'hear from thee -until after thy return. I
had no doubt thou sometimes rememberedst
: me, which I hope thou wilt always do ; asI



also have very often thought of thee, with
the same desires for thee as for myself; that
now, in the decline of life, we may so pass
the residue of our time here, in conformity
to the will and example of the blessed Mas-
ter, that we may finally stand approved of
Him. (To thy leaving Coalbrook Dale, I
have little to say ; I have no doubt thou hast -
thy reasons forthis movement. 'Thou hast
- lived long, and been much blessed, and
made a blessing to many others in the place
of thy present residence ; and I hope this
will continue to be the case, wherever thou
mayst make the place of thy abode. If
Bristol should furnish a comfortable home, I
shall be glad of it ; but if it do net, I would

not have thee stay there: the whole landis *

before thee. .

. Ihave, through undeserved mercy, exljoyed
my health thislastyear, as for sixty-one years:
past, with very little interruption, and I'have
been enabled to move about, inthe home
circuit, in the discharge of my religious duty,
more than in any former year ; and though
Icertainly have, and oughtto have, a very
humble opinion of any little service I may

Q
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be enabled to perform in the Church of
Christ, yet, in these movements, I have been
favoured with the evidence of Divine peace.

My famlly are in tolerable health, and
my little temporal affairs much as usua].r I
think I can say, with some good degree of
truth, what Thave somewhere read, ‘

¢« The things eternal I pursue,

¢ A happiness beyond the view

«Of those who basely pant

¢ For things by nature felt and seen ;

¢ Their honours, wealth, and pleasures mean ,‘
1 neither have nor want.”

It is and will always be a gratification to
me to-hear from thee ; when thou art a lit-
tle settled at Bristol, I hope thou wilt let me
“know where to think of thee. Do not be over
anxious about any thing ; be quiet, abide in
the patience, and resignation, and meekness
of the Holy Jesus, and in that charity which
beareth, hopeth, and believeth all things.
“This is that pame of the Lord which is a
strong tower, whereunto the righteous flee,
- and find safety; and here, my dear friend,
thou w1 't be secure from every thing that
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~ would do thee hurt, and also experience an
mcreasmg preparation for a rich inheritance
in that glorious kmgdom, which consists in
~ righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.

Iam, my dear friend, with the salutation .
of unfeigned love, thy affectionate friend,

-

Joun Tuore.

Letter XLIN.
rr'()..RICHARD ReyvovLbps.
Manchester, 11th Mo. 3, 1§D4.

My dear Friend,

- Thy letter, dated the 29th of 10th Mo. I
received the 31st. It is true, it seems long
since I heard from thee before ; ;- 1 thought it
so, but there has been no long suspension: of
frequent, affectionate  remembrance, and
brothierly regard; nor have 1 any fear of
this: declining, how seldom soever we may
see or write to each other ; from our advanc-
ed age, this can but continue a short time,
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but I have no expectation that our fuendslnp
will ever cease. ‘
- Thou dost not tell me that Bl‘lStOl is likely

to preve to thee a pleasant situation, so .1l
have only to hope it. 1am not so ignorant
of the ‘nature of this world, as to believe
there are many, if any comforts, to be en-
joyed in it without some alloy ; however, of
this I am fully persuaded, that the way to the
Kingdom of Heaven, and Crown of Right-
eousness, is the way of the Crass, and
through many tribulations ; yet there is no
cause to be discouraged, because the Cap-
tain of our salvation is with us, and. hath
victoriously trodden the path before us, and-
was, as the apostle said, made ¢ perfect
through sufferings.” In a very little time,
the small measure of suffering alloted to us
- will be accomplishéd, and all the tears of
‘the redeemed will be wiped ‘away ; and I
“have not the shadow of a doubt before me,
that this will, by and by, in the Lord’s time,
be our happy experience. Let us then, im-
- prove every talent, that the five may gain
other‘_ﬁve, and we finally receive the answer
of “well done.” Let us be faithful and
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vigilant, in the stewardship committed un-
‘to us ; and let slip no opportunity of doing
good. Letit be remembered, that our bless-
ed Lord did not say to those on His right
hand, whom he pronounced “blessed,” ye
bave preached many excellent sermons, ye
have been frequent and fervent in prayer ;
but, “ I was an hungered, and ye gave me
meat, I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ;
I was a- stranger, and ye took mein; nak-
ed, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and
ye visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came.
unto me 3’ “Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me.” I will not say
to thee, my dear friend, go and do hkew1se,
hut contmue to do likewise.*
: Joun THore.

# In the letter to which this was the reply, the. stewardship. of
almsgiving had been estimated very low, compared with that of a
gospel minister ; and therefore J. T. appears to have thought it
nght, for the encouragemnt of his friend, to look at the opposite
side of the question ; but his opinion of the msutﬁmem-y of good

works alone, is very evident from many pussdges in his letfers;
see Nos. 44 and 55.

Q*
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Letter XLITL.
) To RchARf; REY&OLDS
Manchester, 12th Mo 18, 1804.
My dear Friend,

I am glad to hear thy removal to Bhistol
answers thy expectation. 1 heartily unite
with thee in sentiment, that in advanced age,
" quietness and retirement are desirable ; in-

deed it has always seemed desirable to me,
and through life T should have sought it ina
greater degree than I have done, if .1 could

have been more hid, without hiding also

the talent I'have received.

The account thou givest of thyself;, and
of thy experiences in spiritual things, though
low in thy own estimation, are, so far as I

" know, very similar to those which ever have
~ been, and ever will be given, by all the elect
_ children of our Heavenly Father, when
speaking of themselves, (making allowance
for difference of complexion, and the differ-
ent purposes for which different vessels may
be formed.) I believe what thou hast ex-
pressed -concerning thyself, would be very
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much the language -of them all, so that 1
have no manner of doubt but thou art walk- -
ing in that way which hath been cast up for-
the ransomed, and meeting with a due pro-
portion of those crosses, trials, and- refining
tribulations, through which the redeemed
have ever trodden to glory: The enemy, as
he hath ever done, seeketh to' cast - down
“when he ‘cannot set people up;'he trieth
every way, so far as he is permitted, (for_ his
power is limited,) to disturb, to discourage,

and any way he can to hinder the Lord’s - |

work, the work of salvation, from going for-
ward ; but our gracious and Almighty Help-
er, He is the Prince of Peace, and He de-
lighteth to encourage, to. strengthen, to lift
up the hands that hang down, and to con-
firm the feeble knees:” He will give peace
to.those who love Him, and the victory
to-all who follow Him. O! saith my soul,
that all those who know and love Him, who
is the true Shepherd, who offered up himself
a propltlatory sacrifice for their complete re-
demption, that all who believe in Him might
be strengthened, at all times to put their
whole trust in Him, for they who ftrust in
Him shall never be confounded ; and to all
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these He is saying, again and again, for
their enCouragement, “ Fear not, little flock,

for it is your Father’s good pleasure to gwe

you the kingdom.” ‘

I have, indeed, in some of my letters to
thee, recommended care and faithfulness in
the stewardships to which, in the course of
an allwise Providence, thou hast been ap-
pointed ; and this I have always done, if 1
-am not mistaken, from a feeling impression
and view, at the time that the blessed Mas-
ter would be honoured, .and thy own hap-
piness, both here and for ever, thereby pro-
moted. I have had no particular object or
occasionin view ; nor have I had the least
apprehension that, compared with others,
" nay, with any other that 1 ever knew, thou
'wast at all deficient in this great duty. Iam
not saying this by way of apology ; I know
I need make none to thee ; for, as it is likely
that, before very many years, thou wilt go to
thy treasure, I wish ‘thou mayst, and I have
no doubt thou wilt, find much laid up in
heaven.- I speak on this subject with free-
dom, because thou hast ears to hear ; and
because I never heard, nor ever shall hear,



of any who thought they had donetoo much
good ; that they had sympathized too much
with their brethren in a low éstate, and been
too attentive to the wants and sufferings of
their fellow-creatures ; and that they had ta-
ken too much care and pains to endeavour
torelieve them. Perhaps I have said too
much, but knowing that thou art wise to dis-
criminate, I have no fear of misleading thee,
cither into right or left-hand errors; so,
wishing thee the glorious reward of good la-
bours, I remain, thy smcerely aﬂ'ectlonate
fuend '
- Joun THO_RP.

Tetter XLV,
" To RIC}iARD REy~NoLDS. |
Manchester, 12th Mo. 25, 1804.

My dezu Frxend

.~ I will relate to thee, at this time, a short
anecdote which I had from James Thorn-
ton, of America, one of the first of the first
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ank “who. -have: wsued us from that quarter
of the world. He said, when Anthony Bene-
zet was in his last illness, and very near his
death, he went to see him. -Anthony had
been long distinguished, asa lover and bene-
factor of mankind; but when James came
into the room, he sald he never had been
more deeply impressed, with a sense of spiri-
tual poverty, than he was at that time;
and as he sat under these feelings, a view
opened, how little all the merits of good
works can avail, or be relied on, at sach a
time, or any thing short of our holy Re-
.deemer. He took leave of him under these
impressions, and the good man died I think
‘very soon after, and James attended his bu-
“rial; but, he said, when he entered into the
house, it felt to him as if it were Divinely
perfumed ; something so like the opening of
heaven, and a sense of the Divine Presence,
~ as he had at no other time experienced.
“  What a striking conformity between the
death of this good man and that of his bless-
ed Master! I thought this little story de-
served to be remembered. -

With the salutation of love, in Wthh I
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wish us both a contmual increase, . I am thy
aﬂ'ectlonate friend, . f '

Jonn THORP.

Letter XLV,
e \

F d.
Manchester, -

My dear Friend, - S

Ireceived thy letter duly. If thou and
T saw things through the same medium, and
from the same point of view; it could hardly
be that we should see them differently ; yet
soit is, that, with all the deference due to
thy superior powers, and the regard that I
willingly pay to the uprightness of thy in-
tention, and fruitfulness of thy understand-
ing, I am apprehensive it will be found that,
on some religious subjects, we do not thlnk =
the same thing.

I do not see what can be done for those
friends in , who have separated them-
selves from their former brethren ; ; they must -
be left to inherit the lot Whlch they have

-
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‘chosen, and which, I believe, they never
would have chosen, if they had not first de-.
parted {from true humility, and from that love
which beareth all things. Palliatives will
not do; “can two walk together, except
they: be agreed ;” nay, was it possible to
bring all these back again to our meeting,
“and that both parties were willing that they
should be acknowlddged members, what
~ confusion would arise from their diversity of
sentiment on the most important subjects ?
"They would be Tike the iron'and clay, in the
feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s image ; - they
might seem to adhere, but they never would
~ incorporate. ¢ Jerusalemis as a city that is
compact together ;” but a church ‘made up
of members, of religious sentiments so vari-
ous and inconsistent, would be much more
‘like Babel-—a confusion of one language in-
‘. to many, than the bride, the Lamb’s wife, to
- whom the Lord hath again restored a pure
"% language, for the language of the Spirit of
God, the true original, isone. I am sorry
for these people, because I.am so. fully per-
suaded they have departed from the™ way of
peace and usefulness, and that he who be-

®
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vmled the woman in Paradlse, hath begml- :
ed some of thein, who may ‘have been in-
‘struments-in. deceng many others. How-
ever, circumstanced as they-are, and under
their present professions, I know of no bet-
ter counsel than that of Gamaliel : ¢ Refram
from these men, and let them alone; for if
this counsel or this wo#k be of med it - will
come to nought ”o : L
.On the subject of educatlon, I never was
an advocate for i ignorance ; I contend agamat
the acquisition of no kind of knowledge,
but that which cannot be -purchased but by : _
the exp'ense of inhocence.; 1 should nev- g
er discourage my children, at a proper.age,
from acquainting themselves with the reli-
gious systems and practices of any profes-
sors of the Christian name ;.but where pa-
rents themselves have] been so happy as to -
buy the truth; to find ¢ the way of peace ;-
to have learned in the school of Christ, the . =
precepts of His holy law. written in- their.
hearts ; who know the voice of the true
Shepherd, and are concemed to follow Him, .
' (turning from the voice of every stranger ;)
who know Hls ways to be “ ways of pleas-
_ - o

R



186

antness, and all His paths to be peace ;"
is there any room for hesitation, what should
be the main  object and principal care of
such parents, in the education of their chil-
dren ? must it not be, to do all in their
power to. bring them acquamted with " this
Holy Leader, and guide their feet in the
footsteps of the - flock of His chpamons_P
I agree with thee, they ought to be carefully
guarded agamst indulging any degree- of
slight or contempt, or uncharitableness,
with respect to the religious opinions and
practices of any other people ,

When I consider the human oﬂ‘apnng, with
all the advantages of human learmng and
—_.mental cultivation, recommended to the
exertion of their own powers, under the
conduct of human reason, in order to ex-
plore the paths of - ‘peace and endless
‘happiness, even with the help of a written
and attested revelation ; the subject is to

_me yery affecting. . I do not undervalue
: reason I esteem it as a precmus gift of
God ; but 1 believe itis no more. capable
- of leadmg us to heaven, than our hands

were made to reach it, our eyes to see it,

f.
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or our feet to - can'y ‘us thither. Reason,
however ‘useful in its proper place, under
the influence of - Divine’ Light, is, like all
our other faculties md powers, when under
the govcmment of the old or-natural, unre-
_O'enerated Jman, capable - of' dreadful pros-
titution. .- Let ‘its own works - pralse it
what hath it done for those who have pro-.
fessed to devote themselves most ¥4 its gui-
dance, free from all the systems and shackles
of their education? how are these agreed,
how are they united, are these “ of one héait
and of one soul,”" spc'kaov the sariie thing ?
No, no ; nothing is more ‘evident than the
contrary of all this, to those who are ac-
quainted with the state and labours of this
description of people, the reputed wise:and
learned of'this world : Babel has alwayshad
men for its builders, ‘but the kingdom of
Heaven hath ever been made up of “little
children.” ~ e
Admlttmg all thou hast sald concermng
the most. 1mportant truths of rehgmn, to be
generally true ; ; and that thy remarks, on
‘things of subordinate lmportance, are gen-
erally just, I 'do not see how much instruction

k3
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islikely to be derived from them; for we are
' far from being agreed about what are funda-,
mental *truths ;- and, I fear, we have very
different sentiments concerning those things,
which some count little or indiffefent. That "
which I believe, accordmg to the best’ hght
and’ understandmg Iam favoured with, to
be my-duty to do or say, and in the domg of
which I have’ peace, and in the omission of
which I feel treuble, is not tome a little or
indifferent thing; though I by no means
wish other people’s liberty to be judged by
my conscience, but would have all to attend
to the discoveries of Divine Light, and pur-
sue those things that make for peace.
- The fall of all mankind, in our first father,
by whose tlansgressmn “sin entered -into
the world, and death by sin,” and our resto-
ration .by the 'second Adam, “the Lord
from Heaven,” the “Quickening Spirit,”

- . « the Resurrection and the Life ;” these,.

surely, are the fundamental doctrmes of "
religion ; and if these are not admitted
“amongst its ' most important truths, I am sure,
| for-my part, I can see no foundation in the-
nature of things, for any religion at all cer-."

X
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tainly t‘hele can be none for the religion of -

the Gospel, by ‘which we are every-where
called to self-denial, and'a renunciation of

this world. “»Ex'"c,ept a-man.be born again,” .

said our. blésse'_dl Sasfiour, “he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” “Except ye be con-
~ verted, and become as little children, ye shall
not - enter into the - kingdom of- heaven.”
Avleeably to this, is “the doctring:of - the
apostle : “Ifye live after the flesh, ye shall
die ; ‘batif ye, through the Spirit, do maqrtify

the deeds of the body, ye shall live.,”” - “The -
natural man receiveth not ‘the things of the -

Spirit of God ; for they are ifooli\shness- unto

him ; néithel “can he know them,. because

they are_ spiritually discerned.” - - To  this
purport, is all the doctrine of Christ and his
apostles ; how strangely then must they have

réad the declarations of: the Gospel ! and

how little must they be acquainted with ’ghe
book of all books—their own heaits, who can
beheve that they-are not by nature in a fal-
len very corrupt, and degenerate state ?

The -paragraph on- ‘scepticism contains, -
I think, a great deal of trath. I'have only
to say of thls subject, that I behew the most .

R*
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common cause of. scepticism, though most
remote from human'ol)Serv‘atio'n', is the work-
ing of . satan in the fallen reason of man,
- which E. Burroughs somewhere calls the
habitation- of the serpent. " Indeed, -thou
hast. said something very like “this," ‘when
- thou sayst, it originates in selfishness. . -
All endeavours to make the terms or con-
dmons of - church-‘membersh;p ‘amongst. us
more extensive, broad and easy, so as to
admit a greater latitude and variety of senti-
“ment and conduct, will always be in vaim.
Those who stand upon the sure Foundation,
and.whose principal care it- IS to act in - the
church under the direction of the Holy Head,
“will always have to bear their testimony
against, and endeavour to preserve the
Church clean from those stains, defilements,
and impurities, which spring from “the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride
“of life,” all of which, in their endless diver-
sity and operation, prevent.us from entering
“in “ at the strait gate,” and persevering in
that. ¢ narrow-way which leadeth unto life.”
~ "With love to thyself and thy wife, I am

“thy affectionate fnend
JonN THoRP. -
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Lettet X‘Nl
To chmnn anows

Manchester, IOth Mo 22 1805

My dear Friend, = : -

. Sometimes, . when I have been thmkmg
of wntmg to :thee, considering that ‘our re-
spective birth-days. were approaqhmg, ‘and
that the youngest -of us had nearly accom-
_ plished his grand climacteric year, I thought
of telling thee something about the state of
my own mind, now the evening draws. near,
but 1 will declme it, ‘for T-am apprehensive
I should not be pleased with it, when I had
written it. Perhaps the account thou givest
of thyself, in a letit ‘thou wrotest me the
latter end of last year; may come as: near it
as any thing Lshould write.. This much I
- cansay, that at seasons ] feel a degrée of
_consolation and Divine peace; that cannot
be expressed in words, which I would not
~exchange for a thousand times the treasures
~ of both the Indies ; in comparison of which
I should esteem, 1 do_esteem, crowns and
sceptres as__dung and dross ; and at the much
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more frequent seasons, when heavenly good
is least sen51b1y felt, (I hope I-write it with
humble, heartfelt gratltude,) my faxth and
hope, : and confidence, are so firmly anchored,
on the Everlasting Rock, . Christ Jesus, that
when the rains descend, and the ‘winds blow,
and the .storms beat; I am not greatly

moved ; I know Him in whom: I have be— _
lieved, and that he will in mercy keep all
those who have committed  themselves to
Him. [ have little doubt, nay I.have no
doubt, but in what 1 have said of myself, T
have been writing thy experience also, with
little or no difference, but such as may arise
from our different vocations inthe church,
and ‘from some difference of our natural
complexions. Let us ﬁ‘en, my-dear friend,
be prostrated in gratxtude before our Holy
Helper, who called us early to labour in the
vmeyard of our own hearts, -and afterwards-
in His vmeyard the church, Let us go
on our way rejoicing, though it be in tri-
bulation ; the Crown is at the end of the
Chnstlan race. -

I have heard from several, good accounts,
of thy situation and health, which to- me are



193

always: grateful As. every day furnishes-
some opportumty of domg or gettmg some
little: good; - or . -exercising ‘some virtue, or
making some little sacrifice ; 'so- I hope -we -
are making some little advances, every day,

towards the. heavenly country. - Lo
With every: good desire that my -heart is
capable of . formmg, for thy present and
everlasting happmess, Iam thy aﬂ'echonate

fnend ' ,
Joun \,TBORP.'_ :

' Le'tter XLV,
'To RlcﬁARD REY-NOLDS
Manchester, 4th Mo. 10 1806

My dear I*rlend

I was pleased to hear of the wise chou,e
that was made of an elder in your meeting.
I doubt not thou wilt soon admit the con-
viction, that it would not be right to deter-
mine to remain inactive ; "ev'el'-y member of
the body natural, and- every- member of. the
mystical body of Christ, hath its propet
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o of’ﬁce and if it donot act and move agreea-
bly to the Divine appomtment the - whole
maust suffer a proportlonable loss ; but a word

‘to the wise is sufficient. 'Ihat thou’ hast
survived thy seven'fleth year is cause of hum-
~ ble thankfulness. - Thou canst now be at no.

'.,very great: dlstance from the end of a well-
~ spent life, a life that hath contributed,
through the. Divine blessing, to the comfort
of very many ; and having, like good old

Slmeon, been graciously favoured to see the
Lord’s Christ, thou wilt, llke hlm,I have no
doubt, in the time appomted of God, be dis-
missed from thy stewardship in peace.

‘The time of my continuance here draws
fast to a conclusion, and though I hardly
know whether I have been instrumental of
‘any good in my generatxon, in the steward-
ship to which I have been appointed ; ‘yet I
do know I have many times, in great
mercy, been strengthened to do the best I
could ; and notwuhstandmg all the weak-
nesses or deviations from rectitude, which
may at any time have marked my conduct
through life, I do not wish to have my time

to live over again, for fear I should not do
better.
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1 was almost afrald by tby answer to my
last, that thou hadst concelved I meant to
peak somethmg hlghly of m y own rehglous
attamment "Thadr no VleW like that Thave
no cause to thmk 50, or to speak so ; Iknow
too well what I-am, and from Whom all good
comes. I meant only fo express myselfwﬂ:h
trratltucle, and to magnify His ] mercy, who
hath helped me hitherto ; and in the continu-
ance of whose holy help, I was and am
strengthened to confide. ~ And surely I have
cause to magnify HIS mercy, and to. speak
well of His glonous name; who hath been
my Shepherd from infant years, and whose
rod and staff will, I humbly hope, continue
to be the support 'md comfort of my declm-
ing years. : :
I am,in true love, in wlnch my wife umtes,
t.hy aﬁ'ectlonate fnend

JOHN T}IORP



o

'My dear P nend
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Letter xmrn: SRt

To JOHN BEVAN o

Manchester, 5t‘h Mo 16 1806

Itis very. pleasant to ‘be remembered by

"our fellow~travellers to the heavenly coun-
try, and to salute and be saluted by such on

the way. I have so. long survived the spmt

._and dlsposmon to' controversy on rehglous
subjects, and have observed so little benefit

derived from them, that it hath aﬁ"orded me
some satlsfdctlon tosee that Frlends have not

‘been hasty to answer every weak apostate
'scrlbbler, who has dared, through ignorance

or presumptlon, to deny the fundamental

:truths of our holy religion. -

' Many, also, of the unbehevmg professors

_of Chrlstlamty, have sought to draw Friends
"into disputation and wrangling, on subjects

which (though they are most 's;irrel‘y. believed
by the sincere -Christian) are beyond the
stretch of the human intellect to comprehend.

‘Such are the controversies about what is

called the Trinity, and the doctiine of the

]
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atonement. Much_injury hath been done,
and much loss sustained by the. discussions
which have been 'printed on these subjects;
human reason affirming, and human reason
denying, in equal ignorance of these stupen-
dous and mysterious subjects.” Perhaps all
* that is necessary for us toknow, or. that man-
kind are capable of receiving, stand'in their
best state of manifestation, as they are re-
vealed in the Holy Scrlptures

‘May that Mercy by which we were early
visited, and which hath graciously followed
us l}itherto,_ vouchsafe to be with us now in
our declining years, and that we may hap-
pily experience Him, who ;éoxidescénded to
be our morning light, and the stay of our
youth, to be our evening song, and the staff
of our old age ; that through the continuance -
of His holy help, we may- a(,comphsh the
work which ‘may be given us to do, to the
~ praise of Him who hath called us, and out
own everlasting peace ; that, when the time
of reckoning shall come, we may be num-
bered amongst the “ good and faithful.”

~ From thy affectionate friend,

JOHN THoxre.
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Letter LXIX.
To RICHARD REYNOLDS 7

Manchester, 8th Mo. 21, 1806

My dear Fnend :

Thy letter of the 6th mstant l recelved
duly It was seaso_nable,.and very accept-
able ; and so far asI am capable of being
comforted by a letter, I was comforted by it.
But, however kind and  skilful the applica-
tion, wounds must have time to heal. Thope
I do-not murmur; I want no arguments to
convince me that the “ Judge of all. the
earth” will certamly “doright;” I wish to
be thankful for the inestimable favour | have
received from Hlm, in giving to me a most
faithful and affectionate wife for thirty-one
years; one singularly fitted to be a help
meet to me ; for, I believe I am very safe in
saying, that a life more exemplary, in ﬁlhng
‘up, with unremitting dlhgence, every duty
belongmg to her humble station, hath never
yet, nor ever will be found. We have both
reason to be satisfied, nay thankful, that in
the loss of our falthful companions, the loss

k.
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is only our’s; theit’s is the gain. I do- not
therefore” sorrow. at those '“ who have no
hope;” I have no doubt but that, through
“the unfallmg mercy of our Heavenly Father,
and the atonement and intercession of the
ever—blessed Jesus, our dear departed wives,
' accoxdmg to their measure, will be fixed in
their respectlve stations of etemdl blessed-‘ |
ness. :

At seasons, I can bless the name of Hlm,
who lives for ever, for what He hath given,
and for what He hath taken away ; yet I feel
my loss ahnost continually, and very often
all my prospects seem clouded, and every
view of the future here is gloom and shade.
Much of this does not appear to others, andl -
am mostly favoured with an humble degree
of holy quiet, a measure of that peace which
the blessed Master gives to .those who be-
lieve and trust in Him, Thy remembrance
of me, atsuch a time as this, was very kind ;
it was, indeed, a genume, grateful fruit of
that fnends‘mp which: hath long subsisted
between us, and which, I hope, will last for
ever. Ishall be glad to hear of the re- -estab-
hshment of thy health ; but whether we are
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permitted a longer. or shorter stay in these
earthly tabernacles, I do sincerely desire we
may- be preserved under the direction and
keeping of Israel’s Shepheld and then afl
:w1ll ‘be well. . '
} - Priscilla Hannah Gumey s remembrance
of me was very acceptable, 1 wish the re-
- membrance of my love to be presented to -
her. At home or abroad, I trust she is in
the Master’s service, dom'r all the good she
‘can; yet a little while, and that encouragmg
declaration will be accomphshed. in her ex-'
perience, that the righteous live for ever-
more ; their reward also is with ‘the. Lord,
and the care of them is with the Most High-;
therefore shall they receive a glorious king-
-dom, and a beautiful crown, from the Lord’s
hand; for with His right hand shall He
cover them and w1th his arm shall He pro-
tect them,
That " thou and I, my dear friend may
finally make a part, and have ourlot amorigst
~ that happy number, is the ﬁequent prayerof
' thy affectionate frmnd

Joun THQRP.
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Le"ttex:'L.
To RICHARD REY‘IOLDS .
Manchester, 2nd Mo 19, 1801

’Vly dear Fnend _

Without calculatmg who wrote last, I_
begin to’ think it a long time since I wrote to
thee and having no doubt it will be recelved

as it is meant, L-will begin by saying, that -

my . love, ‘solicitude, and concern for thee,' :

and for thy happiness, will, 1 believe, never -
experience .any decrease;.and I have no
doubt of retaining as much of thy regard
and esteem as I deserve, .
We have both now numbered one: more
year to.our age, and both of us have lived a
longer time than falls to the lot of mankind
generally, and T hope the tune has not pass-
ed wholly ummproved ; nay, Itrust, our
fellow -pilgrims have béen rather beneﬁted ’
by it ; I'have no doubt of this with respec'~
to thee What now remains but that, with
increasing care and diligence, we endeavour
to steersafe into the harbour or port of ever-.
lastmg rest { and through the conimued‘
g*
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guidance of the l—]gzavenl'y‘ Pilot, 1 have a
settled Lope, this will_be our happy experi-
- -ence, “in the " Lord’s time. Whilst we are
here, we may expect the waves will roll
~ uponus; and we may be a little tossed, now
and then; bat they will not overﬂow us;
~whilst Jesus is in the: vessel we have nothing
to fear. He who hath. conducted us- thus
-far, and preserved us in the voyage through
life hitherto, will land us safely atlast, | have
- no-doubt, in HIS own holy and: everlastmcr |
kmgdom L '-
' Jonn Tiore.

VIR

Lettu- Ll
To RICHARD hEYNOLDs
Mdnchester Qnd Mo 5 ]808

) “\ly dear Frlend

It was very ‘kind of thee to-write to me
by thy nephew Richard Ball. If thy letter
had’ only contained an account of thy health,
now. in thy seventy- third. year, it would have
- ‘been very interesting mtelhgence to me;



~but I find thou art still busy, and no. ’wo_n,de;',
insuch an extensive stewardship. Well
thine is a pleasant stewardshlp but T envy
no man’s lot: Thou art sure thou art instru-
mental of much good, both to the present
and to succeeding generations ; and it cer-.
tainly does afford a very comfortable reflec-
tion, in the’close of time, that wd-xhgve' eon-
tributed to the comfort and accommeodation
of our fellow pilgrims, in our progress through
this world of deep probation. \ And beyand:
all dou‘ot it must be pleasing to the Father
of the universal family, to see some of His
children, to whom He hath committed much,
made willing, under his benevolent inﬁuencé,
to relieve the wants of others. I never had
much to give, but I remember an mstance,,
by which I was deeply instructed in the na
ture -of Christian charity. One evening,
when [ lived in London, as T passed by
rather a retired corner of éigt;stregt',. a poor
‘woman sat, (I think with a child in her arms;)
and very modestly asked charity. 1 felt pity
~strongly raised in my heart, and a language
like this was feelingly raised in it;the Lord
help thee ; but 1 passed by,-and it very. -
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hvmgly arose m my heart by what means ?
by putting it mto the hearts of such as can
~ feel as thou now . dost, to. relieve her I
turned back and gave her something ;- ‘but
I have no need to tell theae little stones to
thee. ' o | : '
We have had a very hard and severely '
cold winter, and that, added to the winter of
age, and that I have not all-the comforts I
once had, though it hath not much, if at all
affected my health, I think it has a little de-
pressed my spirits ; so that I have not bcen‘
able to think of moving very far from home ; ;
but acquiescence with ‘every allotment of
our Lord’s providence, is not only our rea-
sonable duty, but the only way to peace.-
Bristol is a long/way off ; if thou livedst:
no more than thirty or forty miles off, I would

-, many a time come to see thee. I am ready

t0 think, sometimes, that I seem of little use
in the creation ; yet though I' have no fixed
employ or engagement in business, thou.
wouldst hardly believe how fully my timeis
filled up ; and being now and then employ-
ed in the blessed Master’s service, encouras -
~ ges me tohope that I do not altogether live
in vain.
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 May. that Mercy, which hath folloWed
thee h1t11erto, continue to support and com-
fort thee ; and when’ thy day’s work shall be -,
finished, may thy lattex end be blessed and
full of peace. .
"Pray for me, my dear fnend that thxs alsa
| may be my happy experience. :
~ Present the salutation of my love to P H
Gurpey, to. whom I wish patleuce, perse-
verance, and preservatlon : _
: JOHN THORP. .

~ Letter LIL
} To RicHARD REYNOLDS
Manchester, 7th Mo 26, 1008

My dear Friend,

Last sixth day evening, after an absence
of more than ten Weeks I got safe to Man- B
chester in health - and peace, where I was
* kindly received by my relations and friends.
I staid nearly four days at _Worcester, and
was at most of the friends’ houses ; and. from
tbeace! went to Coalbrook Dsle ‘where |
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stopped aboul - fifteen days 1 ‘was at most
. of their houses, and at the. New Dale, -and
from thence, by the monthly ‘meeting at
Shrewsbury, through Chester ‘home, Ihad
not all this in view when'Ileft. you; :but I
“tl"l"ink I have reason to b'eli‘eve,-it v_vaé ‘in the
ordering of His gracious Providence, who is
_yet leading the blind by a way which they
" know not, and gmdmg them in: paths that
they have not known ; so that my little
journey affords a pleasing, grateful retrospect.
~ If our dear people did but livein the truth
they profess, and act under its holy influence,
they would indeed be as a kingdom of
priests, and for a holy nation ; but through
the lamentable prevalence of the love of this
world, the want of more uniform labour, for
heavenly bread and heavenly rlches, and
living so much at ease, and this, (wnth‘some
happy exceptions,) being so generally the
case, [am So,rﬁetimes ready to fear lest we
should become too generally.a lifeless, for-
mal, superficial people: And as I believe
_ the proverb is mostly true, like people like.
priest, [ am persuaded there is great dan-
‘ger (what else can be expected ?) that what
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little there is of mibistry amongst us, ‘should
become too much: a. superficial ministry.
Have we not cause to be alarmed, lest others
should come and take our crown 2

Remember my dear love to Priscilla Han-
nah. Gurney and to Sarah Allen, of whose
kind attention I shall long retain a grateful
reinembrance. It was very pleasant to me,
to see ‘the close of a well spent life 'made
happy by such domestic associates ; 1 mean ‘
as happy as thou expectest to be, or perhaps
as the nature of things will admit, in this
present world : but there are better thmgs i
reserve, :

Persevere, my dear friend, in the way of
humlhty, self-denial, and falthfulness, and
“a crown of righteousness” will soon be
given thee; “that fadeth not away.” :

I am thy affectionate friend,

Jonn THoRrP.
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Letter LTI -
_ 10 RICHARD REYNOLDS

Manchester, ]°)th Mo 1, 1808.

l‘uy dear Fnend

- The mental languor thou complamest
of' may well be expected: ‘after thy-illness ;
but if we should not this way account for it,
- thou and 1 have now to expect to feel the
- infirmities of age, when the vigour of the
' system must be greatly declined. The fer-
vours of devotion, in which we most delight,
are not always best for us ; and I accord
with the sentiment of a pious author, that
« if the will spirit stand right, the changes of
creaturely fervour léssen not our union with
"God.” 1 know the enemy 1s always ac-
cusing us, and would dispose usto accuse
ourselves ; but we have a merciful High-
priest, who is touched with the feeling of our
infirmities.” Let us, then, remember that
apostohc exhortation, ¢ Cast not away,
therefore, your confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward.”
We are also very liable to be mistaken in



our: opmlons, Thow.it Afares with others, who
may be sitting with us.. Wlth regardto my-
self, T have little to say i " T'am favoured with
health ‘but-it is- winter.; it is: also the win-
ter of: age, and to me it seems like winter-
~in 1he revolution of the Lord’s year ‘and

,whut can ‘one ‘say, or ‘what can onedo, in

sucl ,a;case ?-—why, endeavour after sile l,_nt .
patient subm1ss1on, and be thankfal,if: we.
' can, for the many undeserved mercxes wlnch
vet remam : ‘
. hou hast done a good day S work s 1
have: done but little'; Tam notatall dlsposed;}
to flatter; bu.t I would counteract the enemy,
' Who,l know, Would -always. spread dlscour-
‘agement both: before thee and.me; -
Farewell my dear fnend 16 hear from '
thee is- always pleasant “to thy aﬂ‘ectlonate ‘
E fnend : ~

JOHN Tnonr. »
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Taelter LYV
To RICHARD REYNOLDS » .
Manchester, oth Mo 2 1809

-My dear Frlend
. Lsay to: myself (though perhaps 1t is

not always good reasonmg,) I have nothmg
new. to say . to.my dear. friends. . I think of
them often ; I love them lncreasmgly 51
look forward in hope to that blessed: penod
rwhen there will be no more need of. pen- and’
ink in our commumcatmns, and when they
will, be _purged from. all lmpurmes, and all
unpedlments I thou and I shop]d land
safely in the heavenly country, this time.can -
be at no great distance from us ; a few more
days and. nights, and we shall have done
with all the shackles of ‘mortality. -
~_Those genuine traits of humility and self-

abasement ~which run through all thy letters,
are very mstrgctwe, pleasant and _con_lforta-
ble to me ; because I know these heavenly
virtues are only taught to the- disciples of
Him, who was “ meek and lowly in heart:”
and I have often been thankful, and-my soul



hath worshipped. many - times -before ' this
blessed Master, in feeling and observmg, that
He knows how to teach these. blessed lessons,
and:is_ still-: teachmg them  to-many, whose
natural dispesitions and- cxrcumstances are
most unfavourable to this sort of iearmng

1 smcerely wish; for: myself and thee, that
we may be strengthened ‘o door suffer what -
little" ‘may yet remain te fill up'thei imeéasure

of:our dutv and I have no’ “doubt atall; buti /'

we shall'be thus supported and that He; who, :
hath- been our .mommg hght mll be mn' ,
evening song. =
T am, with the. salutatlon of brotherly love,
thy aﬂ'ectlonate fueud T '

J QHN T‘HORP



Lette): IN e

To RICHARD REYNOLns
Manchester, 8th Mo 15 1809

My dear Fnend , : .
L. sometunes Wonder that there should :
_be .any - Such thxng as eelf-nghteousness n
the world 5 or. that any . should think. they‘_
have any claim, from ments, to rewards.
' But -we have both cause humbly and grate-
’fully to acknowledge, that mercy and. good—
pess have followed us “all the days of our
' hves, and I have conﬁdence to beheve Wlll
be contmued to us. for-ever Let us, then,
'~ contend for this_faith, and possess c our souls
in patlence ‘We have both had ‘many tnals,
Adn,. paSamg through this vale of tears, and
many mercies to acknowledge and T hum-
bly hope and pray, that He who hltherto hath
'ﬁnally gwe us an mheutance in Hls ever— :
lastlng kmgdom : ) ‘
' Tam.thy aﬁ"e(,tlonate fnend

J OHN THORP



o Rietter LVLL
To R

9th Mo ll 1809

I recewed thy letter, and should be glad
n‘ I mlght ‘be ‘enabled to say any thmg in -
answer to it,  that mlght contribute to thy
comfort-and mstrucuon dtis ‘written in the
Scnptures,’ “ye ask and receive not, be—'
causé ‘ye ‘ask- amiss:? ¢ hltherto have’ ye
asked: *nothmv in My name.” The first
pétition; in. that ‘prayer: which our blessed
Lord tatght his disciples, is, Thy kingdom
come, thy:will be done;” ‘when the heart is
thus humbled i in” submxssmn, so as to make
a sacnﬁce of its- own will to the will of God,
all complalnts are over ; and to that siate’ of
mind, _every dlspensatlon is sanctified,
whet_her it be sweet or,bittér; darkness or -
light, “all things work together for good.”
But, until our wills-are thus subjected, it'is -
in-vain we look for peace. It is not - the
clamorous importunity, travail, and labour
of the natural man, to be favoured ‘with
vame consolation and peace, that wdl be -‘

T¥* :



heard or dnswered ~but. the prayer. thm; '
arises. from: the sens:ble opelatlon of - the:
Spmt of God i in the heart ‘will never be. sent
=empty away 3 for, as, lts prayer is; that-the
- will of God may be done, ‘whilst pleaerved'
in that ‘submission, it never can-complain,
because it is his. blessed will to: deal’ with us”
in: that: ‘way, ‘which He, who knoweth all our-
wants, as well as weaknesses, sees to’ be best.
for us.- Surely He knows. best what to give,
and What to. deny, in order -to subJect the
creaturely will, ‘that - Hxs holy will- may be
done i us- and. by us, that He. alone may‘
rule. whose right it s SR
Go to meetings in & chlld hke state of
mmd (the: infant child .does not ' make its
choice of this. or that, but is wholly depen-
dent, bemg unable to do.any thing for 1tself,)'
~ and when there, have no.dependence at all
'upon any thing thou canst do for- thyself,
Jut endeav our to gather intoa meek, patlent
* resignation, trusting in the mere mercy: of
~ God in Chrigt Jesus, in. Him who suffered
for us without the gates of Jerusalem, and-
spiritually reveals himself in. the. hearts of
all ‘men. - Thus believing in - Him, and
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'gathermg 10 Hlm i a&thou endeavoulest {0
possess thy: soul m patlence, there isno pos-"
gibility of” thy mlssmg that eterna\ salvation;
of ‘which Jesus' is‘the. author j.for'He: hath:_
said, .« hlm that comethto Me; I’ will in. f6
iwwe cast out.”- In all thy buffetings, afflic-
tlons, and conﬂlcts, look to Him' for help, onf‘
whom help: is laid; and who is touchéd'
- with the feelmg of our 1nﬁrmmes ,” for; rere”
is. salvatlon in ne other name. 5 N
It is strange ‘thou: shouldst ask whé S We
are to understand by the grace of Go
what is meant by our-coming fo' Chnst
every - -sense " of the-word, thou" hast great'a
cause to know ‘what - the -grace ‘of God 1 15,
both as- it stands for the favour of God; and -
a prmmple of holiness in‘the soul ; ‘andsure-
ly; thy:long and ardent sohcnude, to obtam
peace and a restmg-place in- God ‘cannot -
leave: thee ignorant what is meant by coming
to Chnst “who'is both™ the peace, the. vest,
and sabbath of the soul ; ‘whose blood, out-
wardly. shed,and divine. hfe andnature from”
Him, inwardly- renewed are the: changmg
and salvation of the soul : ‘

Do "not give in to'curious inquiries “and




reasomng about this or that i but ablde in
the s1mphc1ty, andinthe patlence, and never
~ suffer the. enemy to: lead thee' to doubt’ this
fnost ceitain trath;that all-the dlspensatlons
of God, which thou hast: passed’ through, or
“artnow under, ‘are. admunstered in"unerring
Wlsdom, and are adapted by that Wlsdom,
0 accomphsh thy complete redemption.
Bemg an entlre stranger, I do not- know
: ‘how proper it may -be for nie to say, that to
Vbe pretty constantly employed in any, way
‘useful, accordmg to thy ability, Would make
time less tedwus, and the attempts of Satan
less gnevous T mproper, dlstressmg, and
wandering thoughts, will not, T think, long-
_afﬂlct those who are usefully employed and
.jturn away from them, "~ We can- no .more -
' help wandermg thoughts, than we can' pre-
vent the birds from.- flying over our heads
‘bt Weé can. prevent them from makmg nests
'mourhan' e E T S
“With desires for thy comfort and"peace in
> God through an hunible, patient submission
‘and res:gnatron to Hlm, I am’ thy respectful
Qtrlend, | , L
' oy Tuom-.:



Lettet WVIL .

To Rxc AR Rmnows.'

Manchester, 4th Mo 93 1810

My dear Frlend e -
_ Iknow that with all the comforts we can
‘have i in this life, old age | has- mﬁrmltxes and
wants- Whlch the ‘consolations of thlq world .
cannot reheve and therefore, we look for-
ward. i in humble hope to a better life. and
country, where our enJoyments will be both '
permanent and ‘complete. .1 look | upon my
dear friend as near. the celestlal shore, and
moving towards it under the auspncxous con—‘
duct of the . Captam of our. Salvatlon ...and
with - greater certamty, because unde the
influence of that. awful fear, Wh]ch keeps the
heart clean, N

The removal of dear Deborah Darby,
. however others may view 1t to me aﬁ'ords a
comfortable reﬂectlon, she had, fought a
good ﬁght she had ﬁmshed the work that.
-was given her to do, and is. no douibt. now
entered into that rest. which is glm ums
With regard to the Chureh’s loss, I dare say



nothing ;- weknow who:it is;that of “stones
can raise up children unto Abraham,”’who
can work by many or by few with or’ with-
out ‘instruments. = We- may - safely leave the
“work, the great work of- redemption, to. Him
‘whe: hath the power, and to whom belongs_
i .the glory, evermore, LT e e

R : ~--i"Jo-H1~i"’I‘nokP.'; :

Letten L\Tlll

To ELIZABETH RATHBONE

Manchester,

, Thou hast been S0 much the compamon
" of ‘my thoughts, for some days back, attend-
ed with- such a. degree of solicitude on thy'
account; that I-'am induced to think it will
afford myself some- relief, and perhaps not
~ be burdensome to thee, if I attempt though
m a few lmes some little commumcauon 3
" Thouw sayst nothing to me about thy
'health and- yetI fear- and-care’ abundantly"
about it It is, if T am hot mistaken, in"that
love which springs fromthe Centre of Unity;



in whxch the chnldren of ourHeavenly Father
fear, and love, and care, for one another,
that I have felt so much nearness ‘and solici-
tude for thee.;. 1t is not. that 1 have any fear,
meore or ]ess, with regard to thy eternalstate; -
not. the least shadow of a-doubt attends my

mind “in_this respect that all Wlll be: well; .
that an inheritance in ‘the’ Holy City will be;,

secured that a~Heavenly ‘Mansion iwill be
prepared for thee, by me who' suﬂ'eredfor
us, who. trod ¢ the ‘wine- press alone,” ‘and-
there was none wrth Him, whose_ ¢ v;sage*"'

Was so marred more than any man;. and His

form more than thie sons of men?” He hath'_
trodden the- gloom)r [;ath and sanctified it
unto us ; He hath. Prepared for. thee,. Hehath
cast up for all who love Hlm, a Holy High-
way into the. Paradlse of God." Whatever -
doubts or fears may at any time arise ; _how- -
ever thy farth may at any time, in the hour.

and power’ of darkness, be: ready to fail ; for
truly - % we" wrestle ‘not against flesh. and'
blood” only, yet, through His’ gram 2

sure help, to whom “all power is'give
Heaven and i in earth,’ ” thou. wilt be Sustain-

ed, supported “and made more than con- -




‘_ fiqueror, and ﬁnally eXpenence thy rohes to

- be washed and made. rite in'the blood of
the ‘Lamb; so that thou_ mayst- ‘be- ﬁtted to
Umte with. the “hundred and forty and four

i -'thousand » whom- John saw. standmg Wlth

the Lamb on Mount Sion, and with-all: them

“who have obtamed the: vxctory ‘over rthe
‘beast, and. over: hIS lmage, “and ‘over- the
' ,'number‘of his name;’ in tha"f ﬂew ‘song,
',ﬁ ich the redeemed- only can leam) the )
_-'song'of Moses and of the Lamb, . -
4 Farewell my aear fnend 1 w1ll only add,
thie sinceré prayerof my “heart; that the great,
the good ‘the true Shepherd of Israel ‘wha
"loves, who cares, Who watcheth over His
people for good who laid down' His life for
them, may “direct. and’ gulde thee by His
- counsel, - and have thee always m Hls'
‘keepmg Lt ;

v

.. Jonx Tuore.



Lette\: LYX.
‘To chmnn Rmmows _‘
Manchester, 8th Mo 1 1811

: My deat Fnend . 4
_' It was very pleasant to me to recelve a
letter from thee, and such : aletter in thy. 76th
year I, ‘who am seven years. younger, feel
the eﬂ'ects of’ old age both in mind and body;
but let us not accuse ourselves, or listen to
the accuser of the brethren, because our
faculties and powers are -on the decline:
Meekness, humlhty, and patlence, area cure_
forall spres 5 our strength and powers are
equal-to all we. have to do, or to all that is
reqmred of us. It is our departure from
humble submlssmn, and ‘wanting . to. feel
more of  the fervour of devotmn, not Wlllmg
to. live by faith, and possess our souls. in -
patlence, that is a fruitful source of much
unproﬁtable anxiety, How much of this
appears-in the few. dlanes we -have pub-
lished ; and 1am persuaded, in the experi-
ence of many pious people, who suffer
.greatly, because they are unskilfully taught
v _
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to beheve, that if it werenot owing' to some
onission of" duty, they would more frequent-
ly, perhaps always, (partlcularly in meet-
mgs,) be favoured with these sensible. feel-
 ings and enjoyments of heavenly goodness
k Many, many, L believe; put on a much more
painful pilgrimage; and: expenence ‘many
doubts and tossings, which - would- certainly
be avouled by a wise attentron to that holy
precept “1in your patlence possess ye your
souls.”” ‘To-how many rehglous people
mlght it be said by the blessed Master, as
formerly to Peter, “ O thou of little falth'
wherefore dxdst thou doubt 24 though it ‘is
, by no ieauns in our power to put-ourselves
into possession of those Divine consolatlons, '
that sometlmes, in unmented mercy, are
vouchsafed. I wish to be “thankful, truly
thankful {o be favoured to. feel no condem-
natlon R : '
‘Thereis, I thmk a great deal of comfort-
able 1nstruct;on,and truth in the remark, that
“the Christian’s crown in this life is hid
under the cross, that we cannot see it,” and
doubtless laid up safely there for us, when
our warfare is accomplished. What- cause
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have I to be thankful for thrs and‘a thousand
other mercies ; 3 but to feel smtab]y thankful
for favours, or - compunctron for our infirmi-
ties, is not at our command How egmeslly
dol1 sometlmea desire a more fer/ﬁant sensi-
ble feeling of gratltude for favours I have not
deserved, and repentance for ali 1 havé done
amxsa, but as' I have. said: before, perhaps
we may : be too sohcxtous for ‘these ‘sén"'bk
fervours of devotion. My mmd hath often
been stayed and comforted in: recollectmg
these observatlons of an expenenced Chris-
tian i ¢ Do not look' for or expect the same’ :
degrees of sens1ble fervour ; the matter lies
not. there 5 nature. will have its ‘share ; ‘but
_the ups and downs of that’ are to be' over-j
Jooked, whilst your: wxll—spmt is. good and
set rlght,nthe changes of creaturely. fervour
lessen not your union’ with. God.” -
_Farewell, my dear friend; may the Dlvme
' blessmg comfort and support our declmmo'
years, and enable us to finish the thtle work _
that ‘may remain for usto do; that ﬁnally
we may be found worthy to enter into the
joy of our Lord. L

' Jo‘HN THOR;i’Gc\ e
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B . a Le.tterLX
To RICHARD REYNOLDS
\’Ianchester, 4th Mo 30 1812

: My dear Fnend BRI S RN A
- Yesterday, Irecexved thy very accepta-’
ble letter... Our correspondence has now
contmue@ twenty-ﬁve years ;- and, as [ be-'
Nlieve it commenced under the ausplclous ln-‘_
ﬂuence of our blessed Master, so I humbly
hope, it has; been-in some degree fruitful .to
His. praise. . Lam. g]ad to hear thy health js
;estored “mine, through great mercy,.does
~not much dechne though 1 can feel every
year that 1 grow older T have been little -
from home all the winter,: and for long it
hath been very cold weather, the east wmd
almost continually blowing. Readmg, re-
tirement, calling sometimes to see a friend,
and attendmg meetlngs and meeung mat-
-ters, with alittle walk every day, is the man-
ner in whlch my- time is mostly spent 1
expect that -whilst ‘thou art able, thy tlme
will be more usefully employed ; but truly,l
afour tlme of life, T think we should endea-
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vourto cast off évery burden;: and to break
every yoke, that we might, without distrac-
stion, ¢ press toward the mark, for the prize’
of the high calling of God'in Christ'J esus.””
~ With regard to myself, if I am poor, it is
in'the best things, which has been my ex-
perience in an unusual degree of late, and
with whlch I hope | Iam learriing 1o be con-
tent. Respectmg the thgs of this’ Tife, T
can thankfully - say, ‘with® good old Jacob, -
“ God hath. dealt gramously with me; ‘and T
have enougb " - Both in the commercial and‘-
polxt‘ical hemisphere, accumulated clouds-of
darkness have long been gathering; what
may be the result, is yet- awfully uncertain ;
neither does there appear much to’ re;oxce,
in, even in our little Society. g
I know how to makeallowance for old age;
and forgi naptltude at writing. I ‘stand’in
need . of these allowances more than thou -
dost’; and yet I will hope thou wilt not only

remember, but, at some time; write 4. line or .- '

two to thv smcerely aﬁ'ectlonate fnend

b Joxm THORP -



Le,ttﬂ: LXX S
To RICHARD REYNOLD“
) Manchester, ]2th Mo u 181“»

‘My dear Fnend RS Lo
When T was last w1th thee thou ex-r
‘pressedst a wish to'hear from me sometlmes ‘
I do not frequently feel much quahﬁcatlon
for Wntmg, for Lalso am a poor man, and no
stranger to. trials of faith and patlence ‘And
although Tknow thou hast excellences which
‘I do not possess, and advantages in-which T
‘have little share, yet, [ am persuaded thou
art not unfrequently “a man of sorrows and
acquamted with ‘grief.” But. is this: not-a
common case ? 1 believe it is- muach more so
than we are aware of, Alas! how often do
we see sincere. Christians: ‘ready to omplam,
often is their faith deeply tried,and their
hope nearly dried up ; often’ ready to call
every thing in question, and “ ‘€0 mourning
all the‘day long,” "But is there not a cause ?
“Shall;not the Judge of all the’ earth’ do
nght? Our native maladles must be eradi-
cated, and the dangers and temptations of
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our vamous s1tuatlons gumdeu and prowded
agamst “Itis not unreasonable to suppose;
that a “greater degree of hunuhty may be
: necessary for those,. whose gifts and stations
strongly dlspose to self-exaltation, than for
. others, - whose - condmon 18 in all respects
very humlhatmg g : :
Oh! how little do we comprehend of' that
unfathomable Wlsdom and Gooduess, by
which ‘the dlSClphne exerused over us is
’ d1rected in-order to secure our etemal hap-
piness ; ‘can we doubt that the: lowness, the
-~ spiritual. poverty and- depressmn, almost. to ;
despondency; permitted to.be the ‘experi-
ence of many devoted:servants of God, are
“not to them blessmgs in dlsgmse P But, per—_
‘haps, it"is not permitted. that we. should
always thmk so ;  that might frustrate :the
Divine intention in those dispensations. - To
commit the keeping of our souls to Him in
- well- -doing, under every dlspensatlon of His
wisdom and providence; as into-the hands of
a falthful Creator, is the greatest good we
-can do to ourselves, whatever be our condi-
“tion ; and although trials of faith and..pa-
tience should continue, or be often renewed,
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durmg our contmuance m)@hls probauonary' _
‘state, yet; certamly, when the. conflicts of
mortality are aver, we shall then see the in- -
effable goodness of our Heavenly Father in
all” Hls dlspensatxons, and- that, \“ though
clouds and darkness have been round about
" Him,, yet righteousness and judgment- are
the habitation of His throne.” - Was not the
Captam of our Salvatlon made . perfect
through suﬂ'ermgs ? and- had not. every in-
-dividual, of that. mnumerable ‘multitude -
which' John saw ciothed in white, come
- “out of great tnbulatlon P The-way of the
Cross hath ever been the high-way to the”
kingdom. - Tell meof one true child of God,
in the ol Testament or the New, or any'
amongst our own ‘people; even: the mostv
dlstmgulshed who have not passed, or are
-passing, through “ great tribulation.”
- 1 know how natural it is te think, and be
ready to say, no doubt the sincere children
of God have all had their tnals, but mine are
very different; more likely, I fear, to unfit
me for, than to ensure, the . Crown  of Right-
eousness. I think it very probable, that all
have had thesé fears, and these reflections.



No doubt our crosses are very dlﬁ'erent blit
all W1Sely adapted. to the statlon in Whlch we

~are: placed and the dutles to ‘which we are

called, in our progress, through this- vale of ,
tears. It is in my heart to say to thee, my
dear friend, be not afraid ; the time'is near,'
~ when the crown.of nghteousness will be

given thee, and thy everlasting lot will be.
with- those, who ¢ shall hunger . no more;
nelther thxrst any more,” “ for. the Lamb_ :
which" is in the midst of the Throne, ‘shall
feed them, and shall lead ' them wnto living
fountams ~of waters ; and, God shall .wipe
away. all tears from thelr eyes » Amen‘
Amen' ' R
"JQHN"THQ;{P. S
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Lettqt LXI[
To RICHARD REYNOLDS o

Manchester, Gth Mo 10 1813

'My dear Fnend o )
- Thy letter of the llth of last Sd Month
I'received duly It was, as’ all thine have
‘ever been, a very welcome one to me. "I
- have now been readmg it afresh, with a view
to make some reply “The first. thmgpl meet
with, to account. for thy not. havmg written
_to me’ sooner,. is thy mental poverty and
barrenness '~ This reason I well understand,
it bemg very much my own exp erience ;
and indeed it is likely it may contmu@to be
very much our expenence, whlle we are
~ clothed with these mortal bodies; ‘but as

B this state calls for the exerc1se of falth and

patlence, it may, as | hope it wﬂl, prove a
: proﬁtable dlspensatxon to us both, Let us,
_ | then, be willing to submit to our allotment,
- asdirected by Him who: only is wise, and '
. who certamly, in love that changeth not,
dlSpenseth to us what is best for us, and
what will most certame conduce to. our
: pyerlastmg benefit.



]

The death of thy 51ster, in a good old age,
and who, T doubt not, has passed from this
world to a better, has left thee'in a s1tuat|0n
to- which my ownis. nearly similar, - My
father left five children; one- only ‘is living
besides: myself whe is now in his 76th year.-
Thus generatlons pass away ; but no matter,
if at-last we ‘may- “be “prepared to. give, as .
thou hast. said; an acceptable account of our
stewardshlp “That this will be thy ﬁappy: ‘
experience, thou must excuse me il I'say-
‘again, ' haveno shadow of doubt ; and with
regard to myself T am not desh%ute of hope,
for though many have ‘been better stewm'ds‘
of the' manifold grace of' God than I have.
been; 1 am not: conscxous, at any time m my
rehglous labom'a, of havmg done the work
of the Lord deceitfully. Yet I mlght have
been more " dlhgent I might have walted
more. frequently at Wlsdom’s gate ; | mlght e
have been more devoted, and like. the holy
prophet, more ready to say, ¢ Here am I',
send me.” But I trist in Divine Mercy,;
knowmg in “whom I have beheved and
I am persuaded that he is able to keep that

. which I have committed unto Hlm agamst
that day »




- Of.dear Pruscrlla we hayehad a very poor
‘account L Would wrlhngly hope her case
_may not be so bad as some have appre-
hended however that be, of this Iam per-
suaded she is under- the ‘care of - the ‘best
Physrc1an, .who will ﬁnally heal all her. dis-
eases, | and.crown her with- loving kindness
and tender mercies,  When thou hast op-
e portumty, please to remember my dear love
to her, and tell her to keep fast hold of. faith
and patience. - Those who live to old age,
whatever bé their c1rcumstances with regard
_,to ‘property, have often to expenence their
fnearest connectrons drssolved therr contem—
~ ‘poraries fallmg on every srde, many sources,
of their usual consolations failing, with in-
creasmg mﬁrmmes, sometlmes toa degree
“of second chlldhood _yet - none of these
_thmgs ought to move us, who are seekmg
- “a better country, that is a heavenly ;? and -
we have many unmerited mercies left, which
ca.ll for daily thankfulness and the greatest
of all mercies is this, that He, who hath been
"_'Wlth us all our life long, contmueth to be

wrth us, and will not forsake us in our grey




clude, and' m’ thy:"sn
fuend '

ely- affectionate

* /Josx Tuosr.

£

;_Le,tto:n anx.

> To thn.um RE](NOLDS h
o _" Man ﬂhester, lst Mo 28 181'4-,

My dear Frxend N

T feel almost ashamed that have not
before this time acknowledged t errecelpt of
thy good Tetter of 9th 'month last. - When']
read thy.. observatmns on schools® for adults,
1 thought 1 saw acco plished inone in-
stance, that Scrlpture which says : “The _
liberal devnseth liberal thmgs, and- by hberal :
things shall he stand. ». We have three large -
schools erected here, two Natlonal and 6ne
Lancastenan, ‘in which some old _people
have been taught to réad ; but an’ ‘Institution
for that purpose, like' your s, 1 d0 not expect'” )
to see here. It will be-enough for Manches-
ter, I.*think;-to' support the three already
estabhshed w




““'That' thy tnm ciis much “employed; ina
vanety “of: engagements, ‘I have’ no doubt,’
thy glfts and calling make this necessary ;
and it is afavour, both to thyself and many
Dthers, that, st so advanced an age, thou :
hast the: ablhty to go through the exermse of
it; anda much* greater favour it is, to be
made wnlhng to do.it with falthfulness Oh!
how happy will it be for all siich; 1n the ap-‘
proachmn' day of reckonmov' S ,

“With regard to myself T am movmg on, in
'my Chiristian pllgrlmage, in‘a low _way," yet
not destitute of hope, that the dlspensatlons
T have, or may ‘have, to -pass through,’ ‘may.

' gracmusly be intended for my further refine-

~‘ment, of which 1 have great need ;-so that,
m the solemnA close, I may.abe numbered
amongst all those, who, u through faith and

% patience, inherit . the promises ;” but if I

should be thus. happy to find acceptance

' thh God, in the awful day of dec1s1on, ILam

sure it will be the eﬂ'ects ‘of His’ unfaﬂlngf

“merey ‘in Christ Jesus ;" for I have no (,lalm
from'merits, to rewards

‘We are now both advanced one year fur—
ther iiito the vale'of years; surely it calls for




grautude, tbat we, have been favoured ,thh

lor Whlch all our tnne here was guren us,'
and the blessed means by thch we, mlght
make the _necessary 1mprovement of it. I
humbly hope we have not.. recexved thls
O'race of God i m vam ) e

l That the hest of blessmgs may attend
;thee, my. dear friend, in time and for eyer,
is the sincere des1re of thy aﬂ'ectxd néte
fnend T '

R -!QHN Tmr i

To RICHARD anom)s

Manchester, Bth Mo 10 1814. "

\’Iy dear Fnen(] o i
Thy letter, dated thc 20th of 4th Mo.

last I received duly, and was. p]eased that

thou rememberedst ‘me, and at that time I

purposed to, acknowledge it before now:; but,



‘ alas' how often’ do We fall short of our purA .
pOSeS. L e e
¢ have several tlmes lately heard a good
“aecount of thy health whlch ‘was very p]ea-
sant to me; for, -whilst ‘we ‘remain in this
country, Whlch we: nelther of us expect to do
very long, it is indeed cause: of humble gxa- :
titude, to be- favoured with health asitgives.
us. the -best opportumty of improving the
dregs of time:. .1 also am still favoured to
enyoy the blessmg of health and am stlll_‘
engaged in-the: Chnstlan warfare, and in the .
exercise of falth and patience; for I have '
cause 10 fear I have not yet attained to that
state. of purity and hohness to which. we are
called; but I may say, “7 press toward the
mark, for the prize of the. hxgh calhng of God
in: .Ch_nst Jesus.”. Althouo*h 1 fear it would
‘be difficult to. ﬁnd ‘amongst-all our religious
iacquamtance, one who is perfectly free from
all infirmities, yet I have known many, ‘who
now are, and do know many others who, when
these mortal bodies shall be put oﬁ" Wlll be
bnght spirits in glory EICRREE T SO
- 'What thou hast said of thyself and the:
state of thy owh imind, is-so ‘just:a- descrip-
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_tion of my own, that” 1 questmn it T could
have given it more eXacﬂy Let us, then,
say with holy Job; ¢ all the days of my. ap-
pointed time will I wait,: it my change
come.” - Thomas Cash used to say, we could
not’ thm teo lowly of ourselves, if we did not
despalr ‘and  that, T hope, after 56 _many
years’ expenence of Divine mércy and good-
ness; we shall'be preserved from doing; we
have more cause to “ thank God and take
courage,’’ more and more to ‘press into that
kingdom which is nghteousness and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost.

" Our day’s work is nearly over; “let us en-
ploy the little time yet xemammg in trim-
ming our lamps, and for me ‘to ‘watch ‘and
pray,_that all my. transgresslons may be blot-
ted out, and-my.sins forgwen, by’ Him who
“taketh. away the sin of the world:” :

o : Jomv Tnoxr., ‘




f‘lCHA“D REYNOLDS.
Manchester, lst Mo 18 1815

' 'My dear Frlend e P
- Thy letter of the 4«tb Of l lth mgnth last
‘J recelved with pleasure, as’ an. addltlonal
fruit of thy frlendslnp, which has afforded me
much -comfort now for many. years It was
igrateful to-me to heal of the' continuance of
hy health, whichisa great favour to thyself '
and many others ; that Sarah Allen enjoys
thessame. blessmg I am glad to: hear ; ‘re-
_ 'member my.love. to: her, to ‘dear: Pnscnlla,
‘and S:Naish, . 1 would_not?have these good
tvonen to forget me..:When thou wrotest, I
suppose: thou hadst forfrotten the conversa-
tion we' “had-about - Hugh Turford 3 perhaps
it may: -occur to thee some future: time, .
'The account thou hast given me, of the
-iqtcxte of thy own mind, is: very descriptive of
‘my-own ; for, though I have been aspiring
(Pa;hgps too feebly) for more than fifty years,
‘ .afte; rehglous attainments; yet my portion-is
often ‘deep poverty, both in and out of meet-



ing 3 yetam Taot. greatly dlsmayed nor is
.my confidence much shaken, feeling as I'do,
some degree of that hope which is “an an:
chor {0 the soul both sure. and steadfast,
and which entéreth into that within the vail.”
Al the dlspensatlons of our HeaVenly Father,
and all the various turnings of His holy hand
‘upon us, are, 1 beheve, intended in ‘mercy
for eur further’ refinement; and nedessary
preparation for a résidence in. HIS everlast-
ing kmgdom, which'it is* His gracious’ pur-
pose to accomplish in us through the niedis-
tion of Jesus Chirist -our Lord. At the age
we both now are, we: shall-not have long to
conflict with the: trials-of: this present life,’ 50
that I-hope it will not be: presumpuon for us
to adopt the language of thls hymn e

e It wnll soon be done, it wnll soon be o’er,
s We soon shall reach the. heavenly shore,
. Kl Where, joining those who are gone before,

- % Shall meet to separate no more » o
!-_. R

Through great mercy,{ am favourecl wrth
-usual -health, and yet I feel so’ ‘much “the
effects-of age, 'that 1 seem to myseélf to-be
almost good for' nothing. © Commending




thee, with 1y ‘own soul to the keeping of
Israel’s Shepherd; I am;’ Wnth dear love, thy
aﬂ‘ectmnate fnend B

- Joxm THORP

Letter L‘(Vl
- To memn REYMLM ‘» f
Mamhester, 8th. Mo 9 ]81q'

*My dear ¥ nend _ S

- Aswe meddle not with the news of the
day, nor the ‘commiotions that-are-in the:
‘world; and believing it'to ‘be best for ‘us'to
« study to be' quiet” and do-otir “own
business;” §0 the subjects of our letters have
mostly. been ourse}ves, and often our own
mﬁrmmes, havmg nothmg else-to boast: of,

- and these (bodlly infirmities 1 mean) in-

creasing with years, it is natural they should
have much of our attention.  In these there
“is-fio- reason’ to expect .any- improvement ;
we 'should do well, and I hope we do endeav-
‘ onr, to live'in'a thankful state 'of mind, that
-we axe so well as wé are, and that at.an age



when by much :the. greatest part of: those
who have been our. contemporaries are niin=
bered with the- dead. - In. regard to- health
T have: no "pa:rti'étjlar complamt but 1 feel \
heavier, and incapable of much exeftion
walking two or three miles is about thie-eéxs
tent of my exercise, and: even ‘that is ate -
tended with some fatigue ; but thou hast'
always been a stronger man,’ and T expect
continuest so, - , '

I need not:tell thee I was not in London
this year. Tde not expect to see that great
city any more.  This'much  for the body ;
in respect to the ever-endurmg part of the
compound, 1 believe the Apostle’s testimony,
¢ there hath no- temptation : taken :you but '
such ‘as is ‘common to ‘man : but’ God is
faxthful ‘who will not suffer you to be tempt-
ed. above that ye. are; able, but-will, - with
the temptation, also make a way to; escape,,
that- ye may be able to bear it.”.. And
though we have had to pass. through % vanety-
of seasons., in the revelution of; the- Lord’s
year, though. clouds; darkness and. some-,
times sunshine, ‘have ‘been alternately ouy
experience, - yet 1 hu'mbly: trust-that, whep




_lhe tnals of time: shaIl be over, we shall find
3.1 Vmg—place in the kmgdom of. our, bless-,
ed ‘Lord and. Master Jesus Christ, - - Amen. ;

- With.. strong desires that the great- andr
tme Shepherd whio laid down His life.for us,
may have us always in. HIS keepmg, 1 am,
thy aﬂ'ectxonate fnend

J OHN.. T HORP

Letter 'LXVYI
T o Rxcnmn Rmu\ow-s e
Manchester, Qnd Mo "O 1816

, My dear Fnend R
Thy  kind letter of the: 21 st of llth'
month last, I réceived duly ‘The account
of the deathof the dearyoun gman, thygrand-
son, in'the flower of his-age, so:suddenly and
unexpectedly, ‘and at such a distance from
home, wastruly affecting; and 1 felt sympé—\
thy with thee and his mother on the occasion,
- But what can we say-? * will not the Judge of
allthe earth do right.” Though itbe your lass,
I hope it-is his great gain; he has escaped



many : sorrows” and: ‘mortifying d]Sappomt~
ments, ‘which- 1nev1tably attend: those_who'
have a longer stay inthis probatlonary state}
It is pleasant to me to receive a letter from
thee in thy eightieth year; thy years and abil- -
ity have beenlengthened out,. in' mercy.to
thyself and many others ; © forthe Lord God
of recompences shall, surely’ requite.” -
. ‘About three months since, I had a ‘9hght
paralytlc affection on my right sxde, which,
though: not severe, hasaffected me-a littlein

several respects and my righthandis sosha-

ken, as thou mayst see by this writing; that
I am ready to give up. writing altogether but
my wmind is preserved in comfortable. tran- |
quillity: 1have many ‘things to'be thankful
for to the Fountain of all Good, and to bless
His holy name, who ‘hath been with-me
from my childhood. - I do not feel much pain,
and can go- ‘about a ‘mile . or two; but' this-
severe winter I have kept- pretty much: in

doors. I do not know that I look much
worse than usual; and hitherto I have been
able to attend all our meetings here’; though '
through my present’ deblhty, I'seem of little
use; but we do-not serve a hard Master.” By:



Mot o8
R

the trme ‘thou' hast ~read ‘this, thou' wilt
think, as’ l do, that 1t is ume for me to con-
adesod ; i
May the blessmg of our: Heavenly Falher
~ -atténd: thy  continuance "here, ~and then
cfown. thy: solemn’ close, when; in his own
'trme, thou mayst ‘be summoned" to- ‘aresi-
dence in His everlastmg klngdom ‘And'if
'thrs, through Divine “mercy, may be my
happy experiéncé, through the merits and
mercy of our dear Redeemer, I nelther ask
" nor desire more. R ‘ : “y
. Whilst: we ‘are both in’ mutablhty, it w1ll
afford me pleasure to hear from thee. 'I- am,
wrth dear love, thy aﬂ'ectlonate ffiend, -

' J OHN THORP



'R{ﬂectzons on tlre allotments qf Promdence K7
the varied condztzons qf Mankmd

-

' THE Lord is. the All-w1se Dlsposer of
events; He maketh rich, and maketh poor:
(it-is. God, saith. Moses, that giveth men
power to get wealth) 'He exalteti) and
abaseth at His. pleasure and though Iﬂo -
most. firmly believe, that God « doth. not
afflict willingly, nor grieve the. chlldren of
men ;’ that he is a God of mercy, and
knoweth all our wants, as well as our wewk-
nesses, and will add all that HIS wisdom sees

- best, to those who first seek His kmgdom "
and the rlghteousness thereof ; yet am 1
forced to confess, with regard to His respec-
tive outward, as well as inward admmlstra-
_tions of prosperlty and adversity, His Judg-_
ments -are unsearchable; ¢ and His ways
past finding out.” :

It is obvious, I own, that trouble is often
the result of our own petverseness, and arises
from the determination of an unsanctified

X



will, -the imprudence of our undertakings;
and folly of our choice ; but then,I think, it
is equally ev1dent that they sometimes arise”
from a different source, and must necessarlly
-be. resolved into the unerrmgly wise and in-
scrutable pmv1dence of God. - What shall
we say of Job, that perfect man’s condition ? -
what of the hunger, thirst, and-nakedness: of
the Apostles 7 what of those who wandered
“about ¢ in.sheep-skins and goat-skins, being
destltute, afflicted, tormented, of whom “the
world: was not worthy P and what of the
‘ holy, lowly. J esus, who had not where to. lay
HxsheadP o :
 The. like hath been the suuatlon of many
true disciples and Christians - of the purest
ages; -and since, of many of the first Reform-
ers; who have lived in valleys and desolate
places, and who have been true successors
_of .the Apostles in:nakedness and want,
treated as the oﬂ'—qcourmg of all thmgs, and
‘to whom, mdeed the earth has been as iron,
though the heavens have not been as brass.
Far, very far, be it from my. heart to con-
clude these “unhappy,-or- to think they had
cause: 1o -complain. Surely they were su-



uy -

premely> blessed and -received :in :this life
recompence a thousand-fold for all thelr suf-
ferings; but I instance them, to evince that
even the favourlte‘é of -heaven, ‘as well: as
those who,' through dlsobedlence, frustrate
the designs of Divine mercy, may ‘be, and
sometlmes are, tried’ with-a - scarcity of -the
' outward accemmodatlons of this life.
Rlches, surely, are not certain marks: of
Dwme ﬁwour, nor. prosperity” an ex)ldence
“that :our ways please God.: Doth.he not
sometimes -give- men-their heart’s desire;
and withal send leanness ‘into - their souls?
We are apt to call providences by wrong

names.. - Afflictions;. ¢ more. precious. than -

gold that perisheth,” - 'we :call' curses ;- and-
“riches we call blessings, when, for-once they ‘
are-so; it is to be feared.they are sent of God
a thousand times for ]udgmentc The dis-
tresses and-. troubles of Israel: of old were
often administered in mercy, when.the peo-.
~ ple had, in fulness and prospenty, revolted
from God,to bring them back again to Him,
to trust and depend upon Him, and have
their expectation from Him ; and- i this. be -
the _gracmu_:srdesvngr; of the Alm;ghty,, now;in



, the adnmustratlon of dlstress -and- adversnty, g
. as:Lfully believe it often is, I am " sure that :
such trials ‘déserve to be considered as evi-
deﬁiieS'bf His: rﬁert:iful regard, ‘whoin-this,
' though severe, yet more mtelhglble language
to earthly hearts, is seeking -to convince us

~ ofour dependance on Him, relation to Him,
and that it is He who' can bless or blast all
our endeavours.. '

I have often. thought and it hath been,
conﬁrmed in my mind, that if we were but
~ more’ attentive, and disposed to obéy the:
secret intimations of the ¢ wonderful Coun—
sellor,”'who speaks from heaven in our
hearts ‘we should -happily make it less ne-
~ cessary: for the Lord to speak to us so fre-
quently- in the language of affliction: - Oh!

if this were but enough our case, (and Tam -
7 sure it is above all. thmgs to be: desn'ed) we

should. thereby ‘avoid every ‘'snare,-and be -
~ enabled-happily, in the line of duty, to go for:
ward in the lot of our appomtment ‘and
* then, though our dwellings might Jpe with
~ the'lowly; and ‘we should" have to labour for
| dally ‘bread; yet, divested of anxious care;
we should rest -securein- Hls provndence,



who' nuriberethi: the’ hairs’ of “our: hieads;
clothes the lilies with' trancendent beauty;
and hears the yOung hons When they cr)c 8

Lord our God to- bless Hlm in-the lo_t _He
‘hath épp'ointed us, He would bless out bread
~and our ‘watér; and if consistent ‘with His
“will, and the de51gns of His' w1sdom, He can |
increase our corn and oil, and - multlply our:
gold: and silver. ' Indeed, -cross occun'endes, '
. adverse prov:dences, or aﬂhctlons, ‘however
administered, have’ not ‘always’ their desired
or: mtended effects : so the Lord' complamed'
formerly—<1 have smittefi you with blasting
and ‘mildew,”? ¢ yet have ye:not  retorned
“unto Me.” I‘here is an‘aptness in the h\xman‘
mind (whlch sees not beyond: things that are
natural) to rest in second ‘causes; and
blind to the dlscrlmmatmg prondence of the -
Most High: ‘to fix the" blame on' secondary' :
ageits ;- but.surely, “affliction. cometh not
forth of the dust, neither doth trouble: sprmg .

out of thg. ground.”

. Oh that, through the medmm of Dmne
nght we. might look up to God ! theréin
we should discover the secret turnings of His



: holy hand in.all these: thmgs for lam ful]y
persuaded that Whatever is. permltted totry
- us, whatever dlspensatmns, mwardly or:out-
: Ward]y, we may be under, it is the dlspen-
sation of unemng ‘Wisdom and Goodness ;
and the _very best for us; the greatest bless-
ing: we are capable of receiving in. our. pres-
ent state of mind, consistent with our chief-
est good Oh ! what cause have we, there-
fore, to commxt ourSeres wholly to Hlm, to
bless His name -in every dlspensatlon, who
is th e sole Arblter of heaven and earth, Who
,s'upermtends the universe, whose. goodness'
and power ¢ are equal who knows all situa-
trons, and is; ever gracmusly admlmstermg to“
every one of us, in uniform mercy and good-
- ness, \ what is most convenient: for us, and all
for thls most desrrable, most-glorious. pur-
pose, to redeem, to gather us -to Hlmself

- who 1s. the fulness of blessmg and of- hfe.

e Jomz THORP




S PRAYER 5

) hrmrbwrztmg, and bears thu mscnptwn “ On tlm'd day,- th

T A 1st of 10U Month, 1794, “the followmg Prayer was

e ¢ inmy heart, and the ézpression q’ it reqidired”: It appears,

1 emmmalwn, that on the day mentwmd Hurd.shaw .Monih!y ’
n '.Mectmg was held at Lwer]wol] i B

OH Lord God Almighty, conscious thgt
we are but dust, and that "Thou ax"t ho]y,'
that as is Thy Majesty, so is Thy mercy ;
‘we beseech Thee, look" down upon us’ m
mercy, whom Thou hast raised up, . tp setA
Thy name amongst. - Take us under Thy .
care, and exercise’ Thy dlsmphne upon us.
"Turn Thy hand again and - again-upon us ;
“revive Thy work in the midst of the y years »
that both the dross, and the un, and the
“ reprobate silver,” imay be taken away from
us. 'Purge our camps, O Lord, we beseech
Thee, and remove from us every thing that ,
is offensive to Thee; that so ‘we' may, ‘ac-
cordmg to Thy blessed purpose, become
“as llglas in the world,” as * the salt of the
earth,” as Waymarks to the people, as falthful
standard bearers for. Thee. : A
~And masmuch asit hath pleased Thee, 0




', Lord God Almlgbty, to pour forth Thy judg-
ments in the earth, we pray Thee, if it be
Thy will] to search by them, . not only
the present,. but all succeeding’ generatlons
_Overturn and’ remove - -every thing that ob-
_struets the" commg of Thy kingdom. - Grant
‘that Thy govemment and dommlon may
spread from sea to sea, and from the rivers to .
the ends of the earth. ;
* Look down, O Lord in mercy and com-
pass:on, on all sorts and conditions. of men,
: Remember the poor oppressed Afncans
pour forth upon them the blessmgs of Thy
- light: and peace; and remove oppression from
'them ‘Hasten,” O Lord, the accomplish-
‘ment of that which Thou hast spoken,that
“ from the rising of the sun, even unto the
gomg ‘down, of the same, Thy name should
be great among the Gentiles, and . in every
place incense should be. offered unto Thy
nanie; and a pure. oﬁ'ermg . that so, o Lord,
all the ends of the earth may take the cup of
Thy salvatlon, and be enabled. acceptably.
~ to ascribe to Thee, glory and honour, thanks-
,gnvmg and praise, mxght ‘majesty, and do—
mlmon, for ever and-ever. Amen



SAMUEL WOOD & SONS,
» NEW-YOBK; e

AND bAMUEL S. WOOD & CO. ,
© BALTIMORE; ¢

HAVE FOR SALE A GREAT v.mm'rt»or nzumom: )
BOOKS, mmm)s wm-rmss, &c AMONGST \ivmcn .
ARE THE Fom.owme, Viz i— e

ACCOUNT of the. Convmcement and rehglons‘
_progress of John Spaldmg . -
Barclay s Apology.
Barclay’s: Catechism. - SI
Bevan’s View of the Doctrmes of the Chnstlan Re-' :
ligion. .. , i
Chalkley’s (Thomas) Works R .
Christian Advxces, by the. Yearly Meetmg of Plnla- :
delphia.. . .
'D;mdgns, the foe of David, ng of Israel, aPoem, £
by Thomas Elwood. ° :
Dutxes of Religion and Morallty, by Hem'y Tuke
Examples_for Youth, in"Remarkable lnstanc
_Early Piety, by Wllham Rawes, Junr
Fotherglll’s Sermons. i :
Fry’s Poems. . : '
Journal of thé Life, ,'I‘ravels Suﬂ’enngs, : of
- George Fox. -2 vals.: - ‘ : :
Journal of The Life of John. Gratton. i
Journal of the Life of Job Scott. © =~
Journal of John Churchman. o
Kersey’s Treatise of the- Fundamental Documes of?
the Christian Rehg:on.




{L:fe of Daniel Stanton - : :
Life of Jane Pearson,- - .~ - . - “
Life of Margaret Lucas. -~~~ = . sl
Life of Mary Neale. .

‘Life of Samuel Neale. -

Life of Patience Brayton
Life of Sarah Grubb.
Life of Samuel Bownas.
" Life of Sarah Stephenson.
Life of Anthony Benezet.
ngo‘ of William' Penn, 2 vols by Tbomas Cla.rkaon,
AL oy
Life, Letters{ and. Poems of Jolm Mamott
Life of Mary Alexander.
 Memorials of Ministers of the State of New-York
- Murray’s Compendlum of Religious Faith and Prac-
-tices” . -
No Cross, No Crown, by William Penn
Penn’s Reflections and Maxims.
Philips’ Hints respecting Regeneration. - :
Plety Pxomoted 10th part % James Gurney Be-
vans..
‘Portraiture of Quakensm, 3 vols by Thomas
Clarkson, M. A.
~ Phipps’ Original and Present Sute of Man.
| " Scott on Baptism. .
-~ g7~—Bcott’s (Samuel ) Diary,
Sewell’s History of the Quakers, 2 vols -
Strength in Weakness, Manifest in tbe Llfe, Tnals,.' :
- &ec. of Elizabeth Stlrredge B ;
Tuke’s Principles of- Rel
Tuke’s Life of George
Usher’s Letters..
Woolman’s Serious Consnderatlons
‘0olman’s. Works.

‘Willis’Re Iy to,Hibbard. o ,7 T )
Wil .’Be&y to Scott. . T
g ar.,

- Dlll 's Reflections:
nelr?woﬁs




Ellwood’s Sacred Hxstory, 3 vols, S
Life, Travels, &c. of John Griffith. :
Diary of Religious expenences, by Josep
Guide to True Peage. el s
- Account of Ann Dymond, Tate 6f Exeter. - - 7
Du Thon’s Historie de la Secte des Amis; o5
How’s Devout Meditations. . -
Phllhps Defence of the Prmclples and Practlces of
“the People called Quakers.
Selections. from the Works of lsaac Penmgton e
. Thompson’s Letters: . :
Memoir of Hannah Taylor.
Memoirs of the Life of Carohne E. Sl{elt
‘Memoirs of Harrviet Newell. - sl
Writings of Fanny Woodbury SR g 5.'
Fuiend of Peace.

Letters to Gov. Strong, on Capltal anshments,
War, &e. - :

NEW PUBLICA TIO -’VS"-'

Extracrs from the Papers of Edwin Pnce, ]ate of
Neath Abbey, Glamorganshire ; with some ac-
count of his last illness and death

.The Spmtual Guide, an abstract from alarger work.. :
* .~ By Michael de Mohnos, New edition, - o

-~ The. Life and Religious experience of the celebra-
-~ ted Lady Guion ; (translated from the French;
exhibiting her eminent Piety, Travels, and Suf-
ferings. To which are annexed a selechon of
her Poems, and an appendix, containing a-short
account of the Lives of Fenelon, Arc

- of Cambray, Michael de Molinos, and’
resa. Also, a new translation of the Short and
Easy Method of Prayer-—New edition.




- ACollecuon of the Epistle from the "Yearly Meet.
ing of Fnends an London ‘tothe: Quarteﬂy and
.+ Monthly:Meetings in ¢ Great Britain, Iveland and. -~
" elsewhere'; from 1675 to 1820+ “being from
.the.first estabhshment of that” Meetmg to- the :
present time.— . -

,Memou-s of : the ‘Life ‘and Rehglous expenence of
© " Williain Lewis, late of Bristol.. . To which are"
"added. thracts from Letters addressed by hlm

- to mdlvnduals, on dlﬂ'erent occaslons : R

NOTICE

AELLWOOD s SACRED HISTORY, having been out.
_of print several years, will probably:be re-publxshed
_in-the course of the present year. -

: ,an-l ork, 5th Mo. 18%_1.‘







