


DOft DOCO #284

Translated by
Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITLRY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF LAMERICA, et al

LRAKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition

Deponent $~- ICHIDA Jiro

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and
in accordance with the procedure followed in my country 1

hereby depose as followse.

ICHIDA, Jiro is my name.,

I was born on December 29, 1894, My present address
is Showa=-dori, Nakama-machi, Onga-gun, Fukuoka-~ken.

I entered the Military Academy in 1914,

In April 1944, after having been employed in wvarious
departments, I was appointed Vice Chief of Staff of the Burma
Area Army, which officc 1 held till the termination of the ware.
I was: then a Major-Generale My chief duty durihg this period

was to assist the Chief of Staff.,
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2. It was mid Septomber 1944 that General KIMURA, Heitaro,
arrived at his post as Commander of the Burma Area Lrmy. Our
LArmy there had suffered a crushing defeat in the Imphal campaign
with its fighting strength weakened considerably, and since

about August 1943, supplies had almost cocased to crme frem Japan,
O e General KIMURA, who arrived when things werc in such an
unfavorable state, issued a set of instructions toc all the trooovs
under his command enjoining them strongly to maintain military
discipline and to try tr win the confidence of the natives.

When we had meetings in late October and in the middle of
December 1944, and in late January 1945, the General summoned

te the Army Headquarters the staff officers and unit commanders
under his command and reminded them most carefully of the instruc
tions he had previously given, (the draft of the instructions and
other documents related to the same are not extant, having been
cither lost or burnt while retiring)es While in office, General
KIMURL constantly endeavcred hard to see his instructions obeyed
thoroughly by his trpops, sc that the Burmege people came to placo

a ggood deal of confidence in him.

The General met the Burmese State Ministers at least

ance or twice a month for the purpose of exchanging free and

outspoken opinions. He welcomed the complaints against the

Japanese and in the cases that he thought proper nad the

requested improvements made. Meanwhile the war situation had

been developing unfaverably from day tc day for us, entailing
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increasing hardships and suffering on the part of the natives,
The General felt sorry for their plight. When he had occasion

to meet the Burmese high-ranking officials he always expressed

his gratitude for their good will and at the same time sh owed

sympathy for their delicate circumstancese. General KIMURL

instructecd his men to contribute to the stabilization of living

conditions Bf the Burmese at the expense cof the strategical
requirementse.

Goneral XIMURA always took pains to promote gocd feeling
and harmony between Japanese and Burmese. 1In order to prevent
misunderstandings likely to arisc because of the difference in
tho manners and customs and language, he had a two=-volume
booklet compiled, entitled "The Attitude tc take toward the
Burmese" and distributed copies not only amongs our men, but
also amonpg the greator part of the Japanese residents for
thelr zuidance and observancee (I tried to get a copy but
so far haven't been able to lay hands on onoe«) ALt the same time
he asked the Burmese Government to tell their peeple plainly of
our readiness and desire to act in concert with them. The
government on their part distridbutcd The summarized translaticn
of the general's request among the prefectural governors for

their informaticne The result of the general's efforts was

reflected in the fact that the friendly and harmonious relations

between the army and the populance were notably improved and




appreciating their commander's spirit and intention,
did their best tc realize his wishese.
I used to attend the Japanose-BurmoaeCorperﬂtion Conference
as a representative of the Burma LArea fLrmy, and SO I had ample
opportunities to come in contact with the high sovernmental
officialse. Mindful of the general's care and the Burmese
official thoughts and copinions, I took care to coorperato with
the government in their undertakings in all ways, and to ensure
the stabilization of the livelihood of the populance.

4., The general war situation during General KIMURL's tenure

of office wnss

His arrival at his pos?t coincided with the concentration

the

his new duty Before he advanced to Maymyo, 18 September, 1944
and he devoted himself there to the conduct of military opera-

tions yntil around the 20th of October. The Japanese ALrmy 1n

Burma could barely manage t©O make preparations for the Irrawaddy

battle by moving forword all the available troops to replenish

the remaining strength of the 15¢h Corps that had taken part 1in
the Imphal battle, though we were so.circumstanced that 1t was
next to impossible to loave behind any part of the reneral
fighting troops roguisite for the preservaticn of peace and

safeguarding of the raar nrsne On the 3rd of February 1945,
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General KIMURL and his army advanced as fapr as Kalow where the

Gene ral conducted the OpPC rations himself. He remained there
16th of Februarye. Owing to our inferiority 1n fizhting peoweT,
nes, tanks and fire-projectors,

y 1in equipment sich as pla

especiall

the Japanese 1incs were picrced all along, and arain we were

The 15th and 33rd Corps

forced to retreat with heavy l1l0ssS©Se.
cperation o

about the concentration

monaged somehow to set

-May 1940, and completed the movement DY

the Tanasserim area mid
angth of these armies

thoir main bod18s in Junee. The pighting str

was sadly diminishecd, with tho best part of the arme
sically were most seriously

lost, and the soldiers phy

being
n thousand of them had t0O

more than te

The 28 Corps had its rctreat cut

in the Pegu district for about three

s
45, when the

crtherse. 1In late July 19

rainy season wWas ~t its worst, this disjoined army desperately
charged into the enemy force, log ing thercby the better part of
When the war CAme

whole of its major ATMS »

its strength and the
without having met tho

to an end the troops were still rectrecating

main bodye
~f the Burma area Army Headquarters from

The withdrawal
of April 19405, the

in c omme nced at the and

Rangoon tTO Moulme
~n being cffected at the beginning of Julye

comple te concentrat=c

The headguartcers, hawever, could not function 28 s+ should; 1ts

hasty retrcatv +o Moulmein, tho loss of communication and tirnns

e K &
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transportation equipment and the important documents, the
transference of many skilled staff-officers, the unsatisfactory
replacements among the administrative personnel, frequent air
raids by British-Indian planes and the fact that it was at
the peek of the rainy season =~ all these factors intorfered
with the satisfactory functioning of the Army headquarterse.
Lbove all, the air raids by the British~Indian planes which
wore conducted in the daytime and on moonlight nights as well,
frequently compelled the headquarters to scek shelter 1in the
outlykng villages of Mculmein and attend to its duties there.
Aind most of the soldiers, too, not to speak of the Invalides,
had to seek shelter in the jungles both day and night.

At the end of March 1945, with the state of things prevai-
ing so unfavorably, the national defense army of Burma,

numbering 6,000-8,000 rose against the Japanesc and the guer-

rillas started a campaizn of harassing our rear lines and

were grcatly menaced.

The Burma National Defense Army had sccmed favorable to
the Japanese, as an agrecment was arranged at Rangoon with the
Japanese army for united oporations. The revolt was an
unexpected ocne for the Japanese. Aftcrwards, it became clear
that a secrect declaration of war against Japan had been made
and signed by Major General Onsan on 14 March 1945 For this
purpose they had »nrcviously stationed numbers of men in the

rear of the Japanese army, at the key strategic pecints, such as
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Toungoo, Pegu, and Thatone The main body in Henzada, with the
outbreak of the uprising, destroyed the means cf communication
and transportation at sevcral places, assaulted the senty=-guards,
squads of soldiers and gendarmerie squads &t varicus places,
murdering most of these officers and seizing the money and stores
kept in their custedy. Espionage was engaged in by the guer-
rillas so that the Headquarters of the Burma Area Army and the
28th and the 33rd Corps headquarters were subjected to serious
bombings with heavy losses to us, and the Japanese officers in
charge of the national decfonse militia were for the most part
killed, Of the 200 cdd Japanesec nationals, including the
interpreters and the cormmercial clerks who werc in the Delta
region, only a few werc found safe at the end of the war and

the rest arec still missinge

However, General KIMURA sought no revenge. On the contrary,

he stressed the importance of the friendship hitherto xopt up

be tween Japan and Burma and met the situation from a strategi-
cal point of view only. There were ledt nc forces to meet the

cmergency. A small amount of troops and part of the 55th

division which had be-n dispatched for aid in the quarter
of Bassein and Meiktila were used for the purpose of making a

false show of strength.

From January 1945 there began to be formed one after

another guerrilla parties of Karen and Kachin tribes in the
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mountain rogions south of Kemapew and Keukareik area and in the

What with the entry of tho Indian

regions south of FPapune.

educatcd Burmese, the arrival of Indians and British officers

by means of parachutes and the replenishment by air of arms and

munitions, the guerrillas grow rapidly in strength till the

mest actively in

Froups were scattered fer and wide, working

collusion with the rebe 15 . The 31lst and the 33rd Divisicns

In the strategical arcas 1in general and Tenasserim Province

in particular, we wero constantly harassed till the end of the

war by the activities of the rebels and the guerrilla groupse.

They sprang sSurpriso attacks upon the Japanese armies inflictin’

heavy lossos to the lattere And this was espocially the casoc

in the rainy season whon <manll Japanesc parties of Troops,
- 4 j C S

weary and exhausted, were in retroat. Then these trocps

W assaulted and deprived of thelr arms Or of their lives.

In late July 1945, as the 28th Corps, while trying tc cross

the Sittaung River, met with a stout resistance from the

guerrillas and their asscciates con both banlks of the rivere

In a nameless village on theo westorn bank of the river, 40 or

50 kilometers to the northwest of Swe =gyin, ten Japanese Red

Cross werc assaultsd and not one of them came back alive,

(this, according tc the report of the scldier who was with tho
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For all of thesc cases

victims at the time of the incident).

General KIMURA

of rosistance on the part of the Burmeseo,

always warned his troops agains

s while General KIMURA was command ing,

Such being the cas

to take British-Indlan

there was no chance whatever for us

situation ~f the Burma Area

troops as prisonerse Thus the

Army for the few months before the end of the war Was &

uence of the decfeats and the

success ion of defeats. In cconseq

e army's fighting strength, our men

subsequent decline in th

were demoralized; thoy wero beth nhysciaﬁly and morally in

a state of exhaustion. The Japanese Trocps who were scattered

in small groups all over the operations ¢

by a sense of defeant, and had thelr minds occupied only with

to defend themselves against the Burmese

robel army and tho guerrillase

Jhe harassing activities that these hostile groups were Car-<

rying on in the rear of our army, the 1losS and destruction of
the lack

the means of communication,

~f fresh supplies of dry 61l batteries, traffic disturbances

caoused by British planes, the interrupticon of communications

during the highes? raeinly season o111 these factors combined

.
to all but paralize the entire weorking system of the Burma

Area Army, thus rendering 1t very q4ifficult for the of ficers

to lead and supervise their men properlys
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Lrmy Headquarters had been schedulecd to break up beforc the end
of Lurzust 1945, the rotrcnchmont, rcorganization and transe
foronce of the .Lrmy was planncd, part of which was actually
oxccut-de. MNoanwhilc most of the Lrmy Staff of ficecrs had
thorecfore we werec obliged ToO make-shift with
offfcors for the timc becing Naturnlly, the
Lrmy Hecadquarters which was busily cngage? mak%ing preparae.
ti~ns t~ meet the intcecnded attacks by the Allied armics by
land and seca in the near futurc cxperiercecd much difficulty
and inececnvenicence in attending t- their busincsse. 1t was
while we were lab-ring under thesc difficulties thot theo
war wos cnded. Unfaverably circumstanced as he was, Connmander
KI4MU%AL had been endonvoring oll this while €2 naintain and
imprcve the ‘disciplinc of his Trofps and alse t- win and kecp

up tho trust of tho populace.

B3 Not one single instance -~ unlawful ce~nduct allegedly

committzd by his men was cver reported T the Army Hcad-~-

quartecrs. I am ccrtailn that nr crders wore cver issucd by

KIMURL fer the perpetraticrn of the atrncious acts, cvidence

~f which has bocon brought before the courte Such acts would
ts for the Kalapen village affailr,

i

Hecadquarters, " 11 months after the closc

of tho wonr, cucst!-ned Goneral KIMURA abrut it; tho gencral

and I and thce . s Y prrae . well had nct kncown
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anythin: ab-~ut it, It was in Mapch 1946, if I rencmber richt,

that I heoaps abrut the affaip for the first timo and it was fr-n
Lte Genep-1 TANLKA, Nobun, cx=Cemmander ~f tho 38rd Divigirn
(He had bean transforred t¢- Thailan? bef:ryre this tine ) who

happened to e~me to the Ineccin Camp in order to attend the

Joint angleo=Japaneso

“ar History Research Institute held nt

Rangoon,

6 . As far as I kn~w, the conditionsg »f the pris~necr of wap

and internment comps while Gensrod KINURA was in office in

Burma ore a8 follrwsg

(]

(1) The Burna=Sigm Reilway was under tho dircet contr-l

of the Coemnma ndoer=in=Chinf

°T all Inporial Lrmies in the

Southorn Lrcn, ano 1% had boan ¢cnpleted abrut ~ne year

befocro tho arrival

T General RIYMUR., o And * the Burna Arco

Army had no part in theo

¢onstructi~n, maintonanon an? ecperation

of tho rallway in qQucstion,

(2)s The prisoncrs of wap camp in Rango-~n, which vwas

v AW

the 6+th Do tachnent af the 'n1-

kit yan P.0,%7, canp, was undor tho

Jurisdietion ~f tho Chicf ~f the ‘ialayan P,0,T7, camp, who

was undcecr the Jurisdicti~n ~f the Conmiiander-in-Chiof of the

S U thC rn EXPC (] i't "[ NN rv

ret. A L -
wiltln i f

E.l{.}.lflyﬂl’l P-O--.T. Cﬂlflp in Rﬂn"’:[‘"‘

under the dire ction of tho Comnandopr of Burnan

» 11 o




Defe Doc, #284

The Commandcr of Burma Arca Army put that detachment of tho

als» the Commander of the Rangoon

73rd Supply corps who was

Recar Communication Heoadquarterse.

~f+t~r General

abrut threc menths arn® a hal”®

KIMXURL's arrival at his pc the Tavey army internmont canp

¢ ~maenéar of the Independent 24th Mixed

was in charge cof the
Merpui army districts

m 3
B ST anc

In Deccembor 1944, the

wore, spfors fr~m the Commander-in-Chic®, of tho g outhern

forrod t~ the jurisdiction of the

Expecditicnary Forcos
" under the dAirect control

Thailand Arcea Lrny,

¢ Thailand Arca 4Lrmy

o

of the Tavrey unit undecr command

commanucre
(4) The Ranpgoon prisoner of war canp was rrizinally tho

Rangecon Ceontral Priscn, where, 1if I remember right, ab~ut 600
persecns were interncde. Tho camp was 2 nermanent huildinc~,
fairly woll fit < in, boins cquipped with medical rooms,
sick ro-ms, roccreaticn hall, bath and wash roms, kitchen,

an. s forthe

W'

water supply, playgrounc

(5)s For comfort and rcercation tho canp was previded
? e¢xorcisc was

with pianos, phoncgraphs anc borks, an

encouragod

The military

t cquipment

with many s~rts
entertaine

band was cceasircnally invitod

mente
depet supplicd lots of crws, pigs, recats anc,

F .

n1lacnts for the priscnors tc tend to help

inst:




(7). The prisoners werec pormitted %o lay ocut farms, both
inside an¢ -~utside thc compecuncs, 8¢ that they might bo .
intorosted in nmaking themsclves sc 1f =supportinge The result

t~ produc? moro than
was loft Oovere
The procceds 3a 1 vas usc pop thomsclveses Tho

-

priscnors 7id no yave thcir rations of staple ford roducecd 3

they were in fact betteor supplic? than the Japancss 1n cencraly

and thereofere they werc vYCry ~pateful for thise.
(8)s Milk, t-bacco an® osther "aily nccessitics couald

LW |

bo had at the canteen in tho m for which conveniencs tho

inmates
asidec tc DO a days of rost on vhich
pccasl1lnn 1ICYy ¥ . sonectimes swed additi~nal rationse
hours. were rradually shortsne”, thoe
avorarc beins six hourse The xind of work that trey werec

L

recquirec” to ¢ was, I was tcld, unloacdins ships, conveyance,

an?d rthor general johbse
(11).

of any kind

priscners during Gencral KINURA's

I was told that punishment was mote? cut s°v

roquest of Brinadio DS ¢ ' thosoe British-I:

who had shown thomsclves €18 ~bocdiont t» hime.
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(12). In Junme 1944, befrre Gonernl KI'UR:

choleoera breke out in the camp, which however was soen ston

u L

MMee

Since August 1943 moedical supplies

|

from hremo had almost

coasocd to arriveo and even the Japanosc trocps themsclves

to 2+~ 1.~.'ithr'-ut thoip raticrns,

}1 # | '1

Modical troatmeonts » thorofrre,

left mueh ¢t~ tg dosired, I was tala, Despite these shortarsos

&

thoy cid thoir best,

Captain TAZUMI, tho then

chief ~f tho prisoner of war

camp.at Ransoen, who PVeryono nereod was tho most exccllent

chiof's of tho instituticn, reccoeived from Brigadigy

g |

AJ7r Rwellins lottors of thanks on socveral 0Occasi~ns,

18 what tho captain told nmo himsoclf,

When tho srny Hoadguartors °vacuntod Rangocn, 4t was ot

first decided that the prisconcrs whose hcalth w-ul” bo impairecd

by removal and some whose scrvices wrulé b~ nee'ocd waule be

left at Ranpoon, proparatory ¢t~ theoip rcleoasc, and that only
those who wore we1ll an® strone weuld ba romnrved 3 but cwing

t~ the war situation £hn wh~la of ¢ho

prisoners woro rcleascd

on th2 spot toware the on- °f April 1945,

Abcut one nund red

Perscns wero accommodatod 4n the military

intornmont canp at Tavry where the 1anagoment in pgoncral was

dirccte” fg irly and

Ca

properly, so that tho instituti~n wqs

favored several tinmes with leoettops of thanvs, Those lettors
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werec attached ¢o

the British LArmy after the surrendor,

It was the practice for the Japanose Air Force in Burma

te take charge o2f all 2allicd airmon who werc capturcd for +he

purpcse of intomroraticns, Tho Burma Apea Lrmy haor nd ccmmand

cver the Air FPerce,

On this 13th day c¢f January, 1947

st Dofensc Counscl, International Military Tribunal f-

™ L

ar Sast

Deponents ICHIDA Jip-

Subscribe’ an? Sworn t- beofe me this 13th day of

anuary, 1947, at Toky-~, Japan,

Ttnoss /8/ TATSUNI, T~rotsunc

OATH

In aceerdance with my ceonscionece I s

Swioar T t211 ¢hn

1 N

ad”ingz ncthing,

Ld

whole truth withholding nothin~ an-

S/ ICHIDA Jiro

the reports and other “rcunents submitted +o




