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INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS NO. 33) PLACE,TOKYO
' (NLV=7) DATE 15 Oct. TIME 0S30,

Divislon of Origins Neval Anslysis Division,

Subject: Occupatior of PFILIPFINTS and DUTCH EAST INDILS.
Personnel 1lnterrogeted and beckground of each:

VICY ADMIRAL ST IPLICKFI,Kezuteke, IJN, RETIRLD, wes Crief of
Staff of the Second Fleet from December 1941 to lMerch 1943,
opersting in the South-West Pacific, He was then assigned
to the Naval Steff Aczdemy in TOCKYO as sn instructor. In
September 1943 he 2ssumed command of the Seventh Cruiser
Squedron opersting in the PEILIPPIMNES Area and held that
position until October 1944, From October 1944 until the
end of the war he wes Chief of llerchent Crews in TOKYO.,

Where interviewed: Room 722, MLEIJI Puilding.
Interrogetor: T.H. MOORER, Commander, USN,
Interpreter: S. MILLSTCIN, Lt. Comdr.,, USNH.

£1lied Officers Present: Brig. Gen. Grendison Gerdner, USL; LtT.
Comdr. J.A. Field, Jr., [ONR.

SUM: 'ARY

The Second Fleet (Vice Admirel Kondo) was assigned the
mission of supporting the invesion of the Philippines, Nether-
1end Test Indies end British Meleye. The fleet rendezvoused 1n
the INL:ND SEA ebout the middle of November 1941. Abovt 23
November the flect sortied from the INL/ND STi end proceeded
south towerds FORMOSA, There a dispatch wes received est-blish-
ing "D" dey end the move on the Philippines wes 1niti-ted,

Turing the aprroach to the Philippines, no atteck wes ex-
pected 2nd none reccived. FProbeble otteck by B-1l7s wes expect-
ed within the 600 mile circle, To reduce the weight of these
ettecks lend besed plenes from FORMOSA were assigned the mission
of destroying Americen Air Power on the ground. This they suvc-
ceeded in doing o2nd consequently no major unit of the Fleet wes
demages in the Philippines oper-tion. |

Ihe Second Fleet wrs divided into various tTesk Iorces g=s
the move sovthwerd into the Erst Indies progressed. Although the
Bettle of the JAVA SEA wrs a victory for the Jepanese, Admirel
SEIR/.ICFI conslidered thet the Jecpeonese used poor tectics and
were unnecesserlily deleyed by the beottle.

The entire cempslgn went exectly sccording to plen except
for ¢ few small del~ys cecused by submerine attecks end fuel oil
shortege., Totel losses suffercd by the Jepenese were less theon
expected.

TRLNSCRIPT

Qe Have you be:n interrogeted previously reletive to the crmpelgn
in the Philippines in 1941-427%
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This is the first time,

ere you actively engaged in the general plarning prior to the out-break
of the war for the campaign of the Philippines and East Indles?

As the Second Fleet was under the Grand Fleet all the plans were made Dby
the Grand Fleet. I merely carried out orders according to the plans pre-
vided, I did not take part in the over-all plarning,

\

Tere you familiar with the general plans for the entire Pacific eperations?
"

Tere you avare of the Pearl Harbor strike?
I had complete instructions sent Ifrom headquarters.,

Will you give me a brief sumrmary of the various forces inte which the
Japanese Fleet was cilviced?

The Grend Flect was divided into five flecls as follows:

1st F1lt - BB's; 2nd Flt - EB's, Ca's, CL's, DD's; 2rd F1t - CVhs; Ath Flt
- CL's, DD's, (7eke end Guem) 6th Flt - 53, Forces were recesigned as nec-
essary to various Fleets.

Do you recell the exect date for "Y" day?

T don't know, I will find ot

o0

What were the five rendezvous poilnts of the verious forces prior to cem=
mencement of hostilities?

/

Flect One and 1wo ascembled in the Tnlsand Sea, the other two rendez-
vous were kept secret but I belleve +}et the Third Fleet rendezvouscd at
Fokkaido, the Fourth Flect consisted of small ships ir the Guan Take areca.
I am not sure sbout the Sixth Flect, |

When dic the Cecond Flect assemtle in the Inland Sea preparatory to leav-
ing Japan?

I con't know the exact date, but will try to fird out., The approximate
date of the rendezvolLs was about & month bcfore the start of the war, and .
I think the fleet left the Inlené Sea about two wecks belore the start of
the war. ' '

Where was the Seceond Flect vhen the orders vere received frow General
Headquertcrs cstablishing #D" Day?

Ripght after they left Beko Pescadaoncs they received the orcders cstablish=-

i MU DEYe

Do you know who thought of the attaclk on Pearl Harbor and vwho rorkcd ocut
the plans?

T haven't the slightest idea who devised the plan.

Do you knov if any thought was given To thc possibility of the Japancse
moving irto the Dutch East Indics without sttacking Pcarl Harbor &t all?

I did not know that the wer was coing to brezk out at all and did not
xnow tre actusl plans. I thought that the differcnces woulcd be settled by

ncgotiation and that there must have been a vay out for Japan rather than
tc go into war,

Were you surprised at the outbreek of the war?

I thought war should have been avoided, but once the war started I did my
utmost to earry out the orders 1 received.
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I was not surprisecd at fhe start of the war. I rezlized thet the situa-
tion had deterierated.

Doy remember epproximately how many airplanes vere in the 11lth Air Fleet?
I do not know,

Were Army and Navy planes engaged in the Philippines and Dutch Eest Indies
campoign?

Yes,

In general was the Japanese Navy Pilot considered superior tc the Army
Pilot?

Yes, the Navy Pilots are better. ' g o

Desceribe the movements of the fleet from Bako dowmn tc the Philippines.
Whet rcecticn was expected from the U.S, Flect? '

I didn't think the Zmericen Flect would attack the Second Fleet. Strong
cppositicn from American based planes ir Nichols Ficld was expected.

After receivirg news of the suceess of Pearl Harbor, was the plan for the

cceupation of the Philirpincs changed?
There wos no change ir the plan.

During the Philippines cpercticn, did vou expect the U,S. fleet to be
reinforced?

Yes, I expected reir forcements frem the stctes but I thought it wevld
take abouvt onc month for rcirforcements to come te the Philiprines,

At vhet time during the approach te the Philippires did yov expect the
attack by aireraft?

The flect ves alerted when 600 miles away. Attack by B-l7 was cxpected
but I did n t think it would be scvere,

During the approach did you have air covercge from Formosa?

I didn't expect any dircet rcinforeements frem the Jaepancse land based air
but expected indircet ccvercge. Thet is destructicn of 8-17's on the
ground before they could teke off,

Did the plancs which attacked Nichols Field toke off frem Foermosa?
They ¢l1 came from Formosa,
army or Navy planes?

Both., I knev nothing of the air operations but knev that the flect was
going to get a certain amount of air force assistance which was uscd.

On December 10th therec were about 200,000 tcns of allied shipping at Marile
Herbor. 'Thy was this 200,000 tcns cf vitzl shipping allowed tc ascape?

Reasons were:

1. The cduty cf the airplenes was to attack American planes,

2. Poor intelligence regarding the fact that the shipring
was there,

3. The attack wes nct in the plens, this is the first news that
I have of such shipping. The generzl plan was te knock out only those of-
fensive weapons vhich might be used against the Japanese.,
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0. What ship was the Admirzal dn?

A. Ltago (Cﬂ).

Q. Did the .merican beats attack the Japanese fleet?

... The main body of the fleet was nct attacked by air.

_ Tlas the Sccond Fleet attacked by B-171s?

L. Ls feros I knov there was no attack by B=171s,

0, Mas anv dumage et all suffered 3y the Seccnd Fleet?

4. The destroyers were damegeG by airplanes as they went sC close tc the shere
to tronsport trecops. Big ships didn't go necr the shere, One light cruilser
we.s dame.ged noviever,

Q. 4nd the heavy cruiser crd Lottleship weren't domeged?

Ay MO,

Q, Why did nct the movement from the Philippines south proceed a2t foster pace’?

A, Mostly due tc the fuel suprly. The sheriage of fuel moce the movenent very
slow. The supply fleet hac tc g0 sround Formosa in order to deliver the

fuel.,

Q, Do you feel that the occupstion of the Philiprires and Dutch East Indies
went exactly cccording tc plon as far as timc was concerned?

L. There wvas a delsy c¢bcocut onc weck but ro more, otherwise it went according
to plan,

0, Was the less of ships anc perscnrel mere or less than expected?
/.. Less thon expected.

Q. Dc you know what Typc of cirplcnes cttacked the Repulse ard Prince of
Wales?

4. Navy planes, luncd boscd.

Q, Did the destructicn of these tvo battleshins charge the plens far 1he
occupaticn of Singepore?

A. Did not charge the plans but The ~flfect cn Joponese morale was very great,

&I
®

Did you expect the British to replace these ships?

li« NO.

0. "hcre were the planes that ~tt-cked the Prince of ?aies based?
fie S2lgon,

Q. Lt what time during the rver-nll campeiegn did the carriers take part?
TThen did they jein the flecet?

i, I don't remember the aciuel date when the CV aircraft rarticipatec, but
it was not until the flect vas sctually in the Sulu Sea wrec.

Q. That pleces did the carrier sirplones attack?

A. The planes fr-m the task forcc attocked Colombila, Darvin, and cthers that
I can not recsll, The smell carrier zeed plores friom the light cerriers

(sea plene tenders) operated 1r coniuretion in every case with lend based
planes future attacks.
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Q. Did the Dutch react as expecled during the invasicn of the Philippines
and M. E, 1.7

.. I thought the combination cf the Americen and Dutch forces wcild furnish

tie
stronger relstance.
Q. What loss was suffered by the J: parese in the Mpkascar Straits on 2/, June?

A. I do not know thedetails.

Q. Can ycu get that information?

L, YeES.

Q, Did this acticn delay the Japencse advancement?

Yes, but de not knew how long?

R
L #

Q. Do you ccnsider that the Limericen and Dutch submarines delayed - the campaign

in anyway?
Te a great extent, One time I recceived o repcrt that the planes saw 12
to 13 submarines but the fact was that therc were whaoles, It took 2 or
3 days to makc sure, which causc

iie

~ certain amount of celcy.

Q. Diéd you expect that ~dditicnal aircrzft weuld be flown intc Jave from

Australia?

e YCS.

Q. Did the Japcnese kncw thaot the Lmer:can heovy crulser Houston wes demcged

end only hodc 2/2 cf their &" guns in operaticn?

Lo NO,

Q. Di¢ ycu know that the other imerican Cruiser Boise rcn aground and had

to be dispatched from the area’?

L. Nc,

there was a night acticn with the

Q. Lfter the Japanese hed occupied Balil
yers werc sunk and o cruisers danaged,

Duteh and Amer:can ships, twe destrce
dc ycou kncw vhet dumage was sustained by the Jopenese?

se destrcyers took part and the danoge vas one destroyer sunk

A, Four Japane
Mo Japonese crulsers were involved.

and cne dameged.

Q. Did the Commander cf the Seccend Fleot know that the Lengley ves coming
from hAustralia tc Java with sircraft reinforcements?

L+ No,
Q. How was 1t disccvered?

L. By search plancs.

donage suffered by the combined Dutch,

Q. Thet is your estimate of the
battle of Java Seal

fmerican end British Flect 1in the

I heord the result of the battle and thought

T wvas not on the scene,
sted sc long", Japenese strategy Was

i1 ¢
thet, "The battle should nct hove la
unskillful.

Q. Vhot damage was suffered by the Japanese Fleet?

L. Severad ghips d.maged but no. ships sunk. .
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Q, Do you know hov. the British ships Encounter, Exter end the imerican

B

he

e

I

destrcyer Pope, wire sunk while enrcute to Scenca Straits?

I know of it, but den't know vhether it vns by land based plenes oOr sub-
marines, I think thcot they were sunk by submorines before they got to
the Stralits,

Aire you familier with the ~otion ir which the imerican heavy cruiser
Houston was sunk? |

I do not kncw the details, but I am sure that there was & record of that
wettle. I will got the record if 1 can.

Lfter the occupsticn of the Nutceh Ecst Indies was completed nany «f the
merchant vessels retired to Fieenmantle, There were several thrusand tons

of shipping without fuel., “hy didn't the Japancse send o striking force

tc attock those ships?

It was thcught that there might be wcmen and childrcn cn the ships sC W€
were afraid of attacking the ships, and clsc cur plans tock care il G
ncbilizing your coffcnsive weapons only.

Did you renlize thot the crtire vestern ccast of hustrallc was dcfenseless?

Yes,

“os any consideratisn given t- the possibility cf jrvading the western
coast kf Australic?

There weren't en ugh forces available tc nake an invasicn vithout over eXe«
pansicn 1 linited ferces.

"ere Army troops used at Jova®
Yes,

“ere ther. any lessons lecrned in this entire ccmpaign, which coused the
Jeponese to change their plons for future operations?

Nothing changed the over-oll plan,

711l ycu furnlsh me . ith o list of officers vhe night knov scmething of”
this action?

I vill try to cbtain suchi romes.

:fter the cccupaticn of the Fest Indies did you move into the Solomons - &and
New Guinez?

Lfter the campaign 1 returncd tc Japan with the secocnd flect, the entiree
flect was sent inte dry dock in April just pricr to General Doclittle's.
etteck.




