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Land Acknowledgement
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As an organization that transcends geographic and national boundaries, Local Contexts acknowledges that 
all of the lands and waters we occupy are Indigenous Homelands. We recognize the ongoing significance 
of these lands and waters for Indigenous Peoples in the past, present, and future.

Local Contexts is committed to Indigenous sovereignty and ethical data governance; we believe that 
naming and addressing the violence of settler-colonialism and its ongoing effects is central to the work that 
we do. The legacy of settler-colonialism has manifested in the structural exclusion and erasure of 
Indigenous people within institutions that steward collections of Indigenous heritage and data. The 
(mis)information or absence of information within these institutions and their systems continues to pose 
enduring challenges that adversely affect Indigenous communities.

We have responsibilities and obligations to support Indigenous peoples, communities, and organizations. 
In our efforts to overcome the legacies of settler-colonialism, Local Contexts was developed to create 
effective and recognized pathways for implementing and maintaining Indigenous data rights and facilitate 
ethical relationships and enable collaboration with stewards of Indigenous collections.

We ask you to acknowledge these truths and join us in our commitment to acting as respectful guests 
within the Homelands in which we live and work.



Overview 1. Indigenous Data Sovereignty
2. Local Contexts 
3. Notices
4. Traditional Knowledge (TK) 

Labels
5. Biocultural (BC) Labels
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
DATA EXPERTS



What are Indigenous Data?
Data, information and knowledge, in any format, that impacts Indigenous 
Peoples, nations, and communities at the collective and individual levels:

Data about Us as 
Individuals

Administrative, legal, 
health, social, 

commercial, corporate, 
services, etc.

Data about our 
Resources and 
Environments

Land,  water, geology, 
titles, air, soil, sacred sites, 
territories, plants, animals, 

etc.

Data about Us as 
Collectives – Nations 

and Peoples
Traditional and cultural 

information, archives, oral 
histories, literature, 
ancestral and clan 
knowledge, stories, 

belongings, etc. 

Informed by British Columbia First Nations Data Governance Institute  - BCFNDGI.COM

@USIDSN
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EXAMPLES OF INDIGENOUS DATA
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MAINSTREAM DATA SOVEREIGNTY
& DATA GOVERNANCE

DATA SOVEREIGNTY:
the concept that information which has been converted and 
stored in binary digital form is subject to the laws of the country 
in which it is located. 

DATA GOVERNANCE:
refers to the ownership, collection, control, analysis, and use of 
data. 

(Rouse M, 2013; http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/data-sovereignty)

(The Data Governance Institute, 2015; http://www.datagovernance.com/adg_data_governance_definition/) 

+

+



INDIGENOUS DATA SOVEREIGNTY
The right of Indigenous Peoples and nations to govern the 
collection, ownership, and application of their own data.

Derives from 
inherent rights to 
govern peoples, 

lands, and 
resources.

1

Genesis in 
traditions, roles, 

and 
responsibilities for 

the use of 
community held 

information. 
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Knowledge 
belongs to the 

collective and is  
fundamental to 
who we are as 

peoples.
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See Kukutai T & Taylor J. (Eds). (2016). Indigenous Data Sovereignty. Canberra: Australian National University Press.
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Positioned within 
a human rights 
framework and 

court cases, 
treaties, and/or 

recognition.

GIDA-Global.ORG | @GIDAGlobalUSINDIGENOUSDATA.ORG | @USIDSN 



INDIGENOUS DATA GOVERNANCE

Data stewards 
managing by tribal 

standards
ENHANCING DATA RELATIONSHIPS

Tribes governing 
tribal data

Low Control

Social 
Media

Tribal 
Enrollment

High Control

Rainie, S., and Jorgensen, M. DOI Tribal Data Meeting, July 2017, Flagstaff, AZ. Adapted from Kukutai, T. Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Governance Masterclass. 
Australian Indigenous Governance Institute. March 31 2017. Brisbane; 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 
International License.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Centering Sovereignty:
The Interdependence of Nation Rebuilding
and Data Rebuilding

Carroll, Stephanie Russo, Desi Rodriguez-Lonebear, Andrew Martinez. “Indigenous Data Governance: Strategies from United States Native Nations.” 
Data Science Journal 18(1)p.31. DOI: 10.5334/dsj-2019-031. informed by Smith, D. 2016. Governing data and data for governance: the everyday practice of Indigenous sovereignty. In: Kukutai, T and Taylor, J (eds.), Indigenous data sovereignty: Toward an agenda, pp. 253–272. Canberra, Australia: Australian National University Press. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.22459/CAEPR38.11.2016.07.



FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED - STATE RECOGNIZED
NON-RECOGNIZED

Universities Other governmentsGranting Agencies

ResearchersPublishersData Repositories

RIGHTSHOLDERS
AND OTHER DATA ACTORS

INDIGENOUS DATA SOVEREIGNTY >> RELATIONSHIPS FOR 
INDIGENOUS DATA GOVERNANCE 



PUBLICATIONS

Indigenous Data 
Governance: 

Strategies from 
United States 

Native Nations

CODATA
SCIENCE JOURNAL

Operationalizing 
the CARE and 
FAIR Principles 
for Indigenous 
Data Futures

NATURE
SCIENTIFIC DATA



IDGOV PRINCIPLES
BROAD
PRINCIPLES

REGIONAL
PRINCIPLES

INDIGENOUS
NATION

Governance, Policy & Protocol



Research Data Alliance International Indigenous Data Sovereignty Interest Group. (September 2019). “CARE Principles for Indigenous Data 
Governance.” The Global Indigenous Data Alliance. GIDA-global.org

CARE Principles for 
Indigenous Data 

Governance



CARE Principles for Indigenous Data Governance
Collective Benefit.
Data ecosystems shall be designed and function in 
ways that enable Indigenous Peoples to derive benefit 
from the data.

C1. For inclusive development and innovation
C2. For improved governance and citizen 
engagement 
C3. For equitable outcomes 

Authority to Control.
Indigenous Peoples’ rights and interests in 
Indigenous data must be recognized and their 
authority to control such data respected.

A1. Recognizing rights and interests
A2. Data for governance
A3. Governance of data 

Responsibility.
Those working with Indigenous data have a 
responsibility to share how those data are used to 
support Indigenous Peoples’ self determination and 
collective benefit. 

R1. For positive relationships
R2. For expanding capability and capacity
R3. For Indigenous languages and worldviews 

Ethics.
Indigenous Peoples’ rights and wellbeing should 
be the primary concern at all stages of the data 
life cycle and across the data ecosystem.

E1. For minimizing harm and maximizing 
benefit 
E2. For justice 
E3. For future use 



Every Indigenous 
community has 

enormous collections 
of tangible and 

intangible cultural 
material, knowledge, 

and data, held in 
archives, museums, 

libraries, repositories, 
and other online 

databases.  

Significant 
information about 
these collections, 

including 
individual and 

community names 
and proper 
provenance 

information, is 
missing. 

Indigenous 
communities are 

largely not the legal 
rights holders.

Issues of 
ownership, as well 
as the incomplete 

and significant 
mistakes in the 

metadata, continue 
into the digital lives 

of this material.

There are more 
researchers 
working and 

collecting data 
and samples 

from Indigenous 
communities than 

ever before. 
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Problems in Data and Information Systems



Every Indigenous 
community has 

enormous collections 
of tangible and 

intangible cultural 
material, knowledge, 

and data, held in 
archives, museums, 

libraries, repositories, 
and other online 

databases.  

Significant 
information about 
these collections, 

including 
individual and 

community names 
and proper 
provenance 

information, is 
missing. 

Indigenous 
communities are 

largely not the legal 
rights holders.

Issues of 
ownership, as well 
as the incomplete 

and significant 
mistakes in the 

metadata, continue 
into the digital lives 

of this material.

There are more 
researchers 
working and 

collecting data 
and samples 

from Indigenous 
communities than 

ever before. 
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Problems in Data and Information SystemsHOW CAN YOU GOVERN INDIGENOUS DATA IF 
YOU CAN’T FIND INDIGENOUS DATA?



2010-2023
From Intervention and Innovation to Organization
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Intervention

Innovation

Organization

IP Law Colonialism

TK 
Labels Notices BC 

Labels

501c3 – not 
for profit

Registered on 
Navajo Nation



Local Contexts Community of Users
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34   Countries
116 Communities
236  Institutions
165  Researchers
235  Projects



Institutions and Data 
Repositories have a 

Responsibility to Disclose 
Indigenous Collections
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Local Contexts Notices
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TK Notice

The TK Notice is a visible notification that 
there are accompanying cultural rights and 
responsibilities that need further attention for 
any future sharing and use of this material. 
The TK Notice may indicate that TK Labels 
are in development and their implementation 
is being negotiated. For more information 
about the TK Notice click here.
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Icon

Title

Description

Parts of a Notice

Does not change

May include optional use statement

Does not change
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Open to 
Collaborate 

Notices
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Communities have an 
Opportunity to add 

appropriate provenance, 
protocols and permissions
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Traditional 
Knowledge (TK) 
Labels
What we are pushing towards

I. Acknowledgement

II. Attribution

III. Authorship

IV. Access

V. Authority

VI. Accountability

VII. Autonomy



Biocultural 
Labels
Indigenous Data

ü Traditional Knowledge

ü Sites of Significance

ü Cultural Monitoring

Indigenous Metadata

ü Provenance

ü Protocols

ü Permissions
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Transforming Rights Recognition
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Transforming the MARC Record
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Transforming Digital Infrastructure
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ORCiD & Publications
Researcher transparency
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PREFERRED APPROACH: TEXT DESCRIPTION & ATTRIBUTES

Value Notices: Notice text from the landing page 
of the Notice (ex: 
https://localcontexts.org/notice/tk-
notice). Use the exact text from the landing 
page; do not adapt or change the text.

Labels: Custom Label text created by a 
community for this collection/item using 
the Local Contexts Hub

The TK Notice is a visible notification 
that there are accompanying cultural rights 
and responsibilities that need further 
attention for any future sharing and use of 
this material. The TK Notice may indicate 
that TK Labels are in development and their 
implementation is being negotiated. For 
more information about the TK Notice click 
https://localcontexts.org/notices/aboutnoti
ces.

rightsUri The URL of the landing page for the specific 
Notice or Label being applied

https://localcontexts.org/notice/tk-notice

rightsIdentifier The identifier of the specific Notice or 
Label being applied

BC-Notice
TK-Notice
Attribution-Incomplete
Open-To-Collaborate
TK-A
BC-P

rightsIdentifierScheme Local Contexts Local Contexts

schemeURI Local Contexts website URI https://localcontexts.org



ArchivesSpace Plugin – Joshua Shaw
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