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The Wikipedia entry "gender roles" provides an introduction to the categories "gender roles"
and  "gender  stereotypes";  to  theories  around  the  emergence  and  reproduction  of  gender
differences;  to  the  diversity  in  gender  ideologies  across  cultures;  to  how  gender  influences
communication and becomes constructed through communication; as well as some background
on the history of feminism. 

The information provided is usually correct; I have discovered no faulty information. Much of the
information, though, is not very relevant,  presented with redundancies and without a logical
structure. Several topics repeat themselves across the different subchapters, so that it becomes
overly lengthy.  There could be more cross-references to related Wikipedia entries,  to  reduce
redundancies across the gender-related Wikipedia entries and to improve quality. The article has
a heavy focus on gender roles in the North, mainly the US and Europe, but this is mostly not
made explicit that it is written from a Northern perspective. 

The category of  "gender  role"  is  narrow and focuses on the micro-scale of  interactions,  and
relates to an outdated sociological theory, namely role theory. The notion of "gender role" is then
not generally used anymore in contemporary gender studies. The article overemphasises values,
attitudes, practices and stereotypes around gender and it lacks attention to structures like power
relations,  hierarchy, and economic inequality which shape and are shaped by gender roles.  I
suggest to change the Wikipedia entry to "gender relations", which is a broader category and can
include macro-, meso- and micro-aspects of gender relations.  In addition, the article should be
expanded with a subchapter on economic inequality, and look systematically at the question of
distribution of care work, unpaid work, gender pay gap, gender & development (with extensive
cross-referencing to existing entries). 

With  regards  empirical  examples  the  article  makes  overly  extensive  use  of  references  from
psychology and quantitative  studies,  although  "gender  role"  is  a  sociological  category.    The
terminology  (e.g.  "feminine  traits")  is  at  some  points  reminiscent  of  essentialism.
Anthropological  and  sociological  theories  and  research  results  should  be  included  more
thoroughly.  Some  of  the  psychological  studies  are  documented  overly  detailed  and  in  a
descriptive way, without providing explanations for gendered differences. The text then runs the
risk of reproducing gender stereotypes instead of explaining them. 

In the introductory section, the notions of "gender" (as the socially constructed) and "sex" (as
the supposedly biological) should be defined. The debate on whether gender results from sex
(and therefore biology) or whether gender (and even sex) is socially and culturally constructed
repeats itself in several supchapters. I suggest to unite chapter (1) and (2) in a new chapter (1)
titled  "Biology  or  culture?".  The  introduction  of  this  new chapter  would  then introduce  the
debate  historically,  including  the  evolutionist  theories  of  the  19 th century  (now  under
"anthropology and evolution"), then the waves of feminism (adding Simone de Beauvoir etc.),
adding  emerging  research  on  masculinity.  In  the  historical  overview  on  feminism,  critiques
uttered  by  Third  World  feminists  should  be  added.  Cross-reference  to  the  Wikipedia  entry
"feminism" should be made in order to avoid providing rather superficial, partial overviews over
the history of feminism.

Then a supchapter could introduce the theories of social construction. Here Irving Goffman and
Judith Butler should be added each as a subchapter. The chapter "sozialization" should contain a
cross-reference to the already existing Wikipedia entry,  the definition should be copied from
there. Anthropological studies on socialization and gender could be added, for example Margret
Mead. Also psychoanalytical theories like from Nancy Chodorow could be added. 
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Focusing on bit of information on the representation of women and normative statements on
women in religious texts, the chapter on religion is overly short and not concise. I suggest that
the text is deleted and replaced by cross-references  (to "gender roles in Islam" etc). 

I suggest to create a new chapter with the title "gender relations and the popular media" where
the subchapters on "gender stereotypes in Disney films" plus "impact of feminism on gender
roles" get united (paragraph on pornography, soap operas). 
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