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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 5211
S November 1947
Defense - KOISO
KITANO - Direct

Page

32511

32512

32513
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. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF |[KITANO, Kenz /
By Mr. Brooks el

The witness identified exhibit 3388 and, as correc.~d,
verified it. * The affidavit stated that the witness was ch. ¢
of staff of the Korean army from early March 1938 to September
1939. The commander of the army at that time was KOISO until
15 July 1938 when he was succeeded by NAKAMURA. The Korean
army commander in 193R had no operational duties but was only
charged with defending Korea. He was not invested with any
wartime duties. As regards the two divisions in Korea, the
command was confined to the defense of Korea and the chief of
staff was directly in charge of wartime operations.

At the time of the Changkufeng incident, the only
division in Korea was the 19th. * Troops under its command
were constantly required to absolutely keep from exciting the
Soviet army, since the China incldent was 1in progress. They
were warned to be extremely cautious as any dispute with the
Soviet would be an obstacle in carrying out the policy of the
central authorities towards China.

-

Inspections or observations were done at the spot of
watch-post line or unit headquarters, -nd were never made LOSe
to the frontier 1ine. It was the prineciple for all troors to
do their utmost not to excite the Scviet as an atiempt Tu
invade Soviet territory was out of the question ann impossible,

g e

The witness remembered tnat he presented the tele-
graphic instructions from the central authorities * to the
succeeding commander NAKAMURA. who arrived at weoul on July
17 and asked for necessary instructions. Korean army orders
to units o the 19th division relative to the Soviet-Manchurian
dispute were given by NAKAMURA, the new commander, and had

nothing to do with KOI3O.

om—— i R
-

There was no cross-examination of the witness.
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i " Demobilizetion Pureeu, hereby certify that documents of

the rormer VVar Ministry and of the Former General otaff

Office were deposited in our custédy‘ﬁor_ffling end

I further state thet the orig:nals and all

copies of the following documeni. Ale—u~ ound ip._our fil-* - |

.bscaus they were dwy t‘irWing are
le. ///

' telegraphic instruction dated 16 July 193€, from

the Chief of the Army General Staff to the Commender in
he latter may concentrate

safekeening;

A

\

Chief of the Korean “rmy, concernin

the forces under his command in Korea at the frontier,
‘ iﬁi,ﬁﬂtﬁﬁs

_-'_.-"Iﬁ.‘

on this 30th day of September,l9L7.

VYOSEIYAt'A, Y020

(Seal)
Chief, Uocument Section
First Demobilization Burecau

T certify that the above signature and seal WETE

affixed hereto in the presence of this wltness.

on the seme date,

at the same place.

viitness: TAYLG

K




“P Dat. Doc. '2561 Q/P%?g% ‘ \'b/[ M /5

| [,u, UZBN Noa. [
. 2 i‘/} ( V\‘}:{ me
,f_) (,ow-«.f‘ | Defanaa L guaga Branch - et 1
AF W o ,

Vepvl &MY
INTERNATIONAL MILITRY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EaST

W T
THE UNITED STATES OF 4MERICA, et al A
VS ) y
* ' f"‘"\
ARAKI, Sadao, et al WA

Si ORN LEPOSITION

~ Deponent: KITANO, Kenzo

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in

agcordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose

as fﬁllowal

le I am KITAiNO, Kenzo, an ex-Lieutenant-General, aged 59, and

presen‘l:ly living at No. 29' GOban-ChO| HIKONE City-

2 I held the post of Chief of Staff of the Korean Army as a

ma jor-general from early in March, 1938 (the 13th year of SHOV.A)
P —

to September, 1939 (the 14th year of SHOWA ), The commander of the

s — e

Arpy at that time was General KOISO, until July 15. 1938 (the 13th

—
——

—

'year of SHOWA), when he was succeeded by General N KINMURL,

3« 4as for Commandexj KOISO's intentions and actions prior to the

e .

outbreak of theCChNGKUFENG Incident, I will depose as follows:

A, The Commander of the Korean irmy in 1938 (the 13th year of

SHOWsa) had no operational duties but was only charged with the

.P\/w'\c-z {W‘V 38
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Def. Docs # 2561

Be

duty of defending lLorea. He was not invested with any vare

time duties, He was thercfore,.as it were, M__E_ma_gggz_nf_

ahgggginka:_axmy.

18 rexards the 2 divisions in XKorea, the command of the Lrmy

Commander was confined to the defence of Korea and, so far

as the duty of wartime opcrations was concerned, the Chief of

the General ctaff was directly in charge, At the time of the
CHANGKUFENG Incident, the 20th Division was in North China, so the
only field division in Korea was the 19th Division,

Such being the case, the troops under its command were con-
stantly required to absolutely kcep from exciting the Soviet

sArmy. Especially since the China Incident was then in progress,
were they warned to be eXxtremely cautious as any dispute out-

brcak with the Soviet Union would be an obstacle in carrying

out the policy of the central authorities towards China,
again the likes of watch-post line of our border guards vere

campmg——"
laid, within our territory of defence back from the frontier

1ine in many placese On the occasion of inspections or
obscrvations, they were done at the spot of the watch-post
line or at the headquarters of units, never going close to the

frontier lines Such being the case, it was the principle for

all troops from the ..irmy Commander dovn to do their utmost not

to excite the toviete Therefore, such to invade 1!
Soviet territory was guite out of the gquestion and was imposgible

\___—-—"—_-‘-—_

from the standpoint of military strength.
 es— o - S—— L LA __.—_'L‘
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Def. Doc. # 2561

C. Just before the outbreak of the CHANGKUFENG Incident 1in July,

1638 (the 13th year of ShOv.4)y I wAaS in TOKYO to attend the

conference of the chiefs of gtaff, and was completely ignorant

N
.i-
]

)
'
K

£ =
_ ;13(!/
of any changes in the situastion of the Soviet Lrmy on the ‘a"cfi““

frontier with the central authorities at TOKYO also, who

- b,

naturally, never expected such a border digpute, gave neithér ;

/
orders instructions nor wvarning whatsoever concerning this /

e

during my stay in TOKYCe
AslthBe conference concluded I left TOKYO and returned to

cEOUL on July 15. For the fipst time I learned that the

situation of the Soviet troops in the viecinity of CH-NGKUFENG
had changed, that the comrmander of the 19th Division had
applied for concentrating its main force on the bank of the

TUMEN River to secure the complete defense of Korca, and that

the army Commander vwas asking the central army authorities

for instructions.

Telegraphic instructions from tke Central Autbcrities in-reply
to the zbove application reached the Lrmy Commander on July
16, Its gist was ".Lgainst the ‘oviet troops in the vicinity
of CANGIUFENG, should they cross the frontier into our
territory, the troops in Korea under your command, &as occassion |
demands, may be conecentrated to the vicinity of the frontier, |
On the other hand nrmy Commander 0ISO on the previous day, EE{gwﬁ

in other words July 15, had been transferred and attached ti//,f

- 3 -
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Defs Doc. # 22561

General Ltaff hLeadquarters, -

I rémember. as a result, 1 presented the telegraphic

instructions from the Central iLuthorities to General NAKAMURA,
llotaro, the succeeding iAarmy Commander, who arrived at SEOUL
on July 17, and asked the new commander for recessary instruoe.
tions and measures were made for the troops under his
command,

ias stated above, Korean Army orders to units of part of the
!EZLh Division relative to the Eoviét-ranchurian frontier dispute
vwere given by General NaKiMURA, the new iLrrmy Commander, and

had nothing to do with General KOISO.

On this Lth day of fepte, 1047

at Tokyo

Deponents /s/ KITiNO, Kenzo (seal)

I, TANaKa, Razuya, hereby certify that the above statement

was sworn by the Leponent, who affixed his signature and seal

thereto in the presence of this witness.,

Ca the same date,

at the same place,

Litness: /s/ TaKAGI, Kazuya (seal)

CATH
In accordance with my conscicince I sviear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing,

/s/ KITiNO, Kenzo (seal)
Ll h —
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MEVMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Sutton';/ Col. Fixel, Judge Nyi. 30 Oct. 1947

FROM . EDWARD P. MCNAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT : Defense Witness

1. Please find attached hereto list of material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

DEFENDANT

Koiso
FIINESS LIST OF MATERTAL AVAITABLE
Kitano, Kenzo Curriculum Vitae

2. Please acknowledge rjeceipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300.

2 m

Incl EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described above)

l-"-nll-‘"'- R = By o -‘i-q:'l— —-'.. il Hw‘hjh—i! :-* re - ..'_.' - - l : . — ---'-g.-'_q_'- e,




Kenzo
pomicile? SHIGA Prefecture.
gocial gyatus? g AMURAL
Born? . 2l 1889
@ R & B W I @
1908 May 3 Graduated from Army central Preparawry gchoole
1908 May 31 ordered +o becom officer comdidates
Lssigned to the gth Infentry 'Regiment.
1908 Dece 1 En’oered the 14tary Acedemy .
1910 May 28 Grea uated srom the Militvery Ac ademy and re'curned
to the © jginal Regl ente. \‘
1910 June 1 Lp-pOintsd pro'bat:.onary officers ,
1910 Dece 26 Appointe 2nd Ll nfantrye. cebine?b E
At tach o the gth Tnfantry Regiment. .f
1911 Mar . 10 Goni‘erred gth Cour?t Rank, genioT Gradee. |
1913 DeCs 7 A pointed at LU Infantrye. cabine?b
1914 Feb. 10 Gonferred 7th Cour v Rank, TJunioTr Gradee.
1915 Jane 29 ordered o serve jn th General gyaffe
1916 May 16 pelieved of the gpid qubiess War Ministry
1015 Nove r granted ¥ 200.00
Bestowed the War Medal fOT the wer 191!4-1915.
1915 DeCe 9 ordered ro enter rhe Army gtaff College:
1915 Nov. 1 aranted coronation nmmration Medel.
. 1919 Mer. 20 Oonferrod 7¢h Cour? Rank, JunioT Grade.
1920 ApTe a Lppointed Captails Tnfentry: ‘
1920 ADT « > Reliev‘ed of mein quties end appoi yed nompany
commander © rne 38R Tnfantry Regimente War Minis¥try
pum—— +-~r,¢===-="".-s.-n R ;Hk_ﬁ_.ﬁ,ﬂ-;qwﬁ_# = <




1920 Apr. 23

1920 May 26

1620 Dec. 1

1920 Dec. 1

1922 July 15

1922 July 26

1922 Sep. 1

192} May 15

1925 Aug. 7

1925 Oct. 5

1925 Dec. 2

1925 Dec. 2

1928 Mar, 24

1928 July 30

1929 Aug. 1

1929 Aug. 1

1929 July 1

1930 Aug. 1

Ordered to serve with the Inspectorate

General of Mjlitary Training. War Ministry

Relieved of main duties.
Attached to the 38th Infantry Regiment, War Ministry

Relieved of main duties.
Appointed member of Inspectorate General of

Military Training. War Ministry

Ordered to be acting staff officer. War Ministry

Relieved of main duties and member of Inspectorate
General of Military Training. War Ministry

Awarded the Order of Sacred Treasure, 6th
Order of Merit.

Relieved of service in the Inspectorate General

of Military Training.

Ordered to stay in Germany to study military
affairs, War Ministry

Conferred 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade.
Promoted to Major, Infantry. Cabinet

Relieved of residence in Germeny and Ordered
to serve in the Insepectorate General of Militery
Training. War Ministry

Relieved of service in the Inspectorate General
of Military Training., War Ministry

Appointed member of the Inspectorate General of
Military Training. War Ministry

Appointed Battalion commander of the 3rd Infantry
Regiment, Wer Ministry

Awarded the Order of Sacred Treasure, 5th
Order of Merit.,
Appointed Lt. Colonel, Infen try. Cabinet

Appointed member of the Inspectorate General of
Military Training. War Ministry

Conferred 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade. ‘
appointed
Attached to Army Ordnance Main Depot and/concurrently
member of Personnel Affairs Bureau of the War Ministry.
War Ministry




1932 Aug. 8

1933 Aug., 1

1933 Aug. 1

1933 Sepe 1

1934 Feb. 7

1935 Mer. 15
1934 Apr. 29

1937 Aug. 2
1937 Sept. 1
19358 Mar, 1

1938 Apr. 8

1938 Augl 27

1939 Sept. 7

1939 Dec. 2

1939 Nov. 13

1939 Dec, 22

1940 July 22

1940 Aug. 15
1942 Jan. 14

- ML e e

RO IR B S A s k. e T e Bk i

Appointed member of Personnel Affairs Bureau
of War Ministry and concurrently attached to
Army Ordnance Main Depot. War Ministry
Appointed Colonel, Infantry. Cabinet

Appointed leader of Cadet Troops at the Military
Academy. War Ministry

Conferred 5th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Awarded the Order of Sacred Treasure, 4th
Order of Merit.

Appointed Commander of the 37th Regiment.

Avarded Middle Cordon of Rising Sun, 3rd Order
of Merit for services in 1931=-3L4 Incident.

Promoted to Major General. Cabinet
Conferred 5th Court Rank, Senior Grade.
Relieved as HUNCHUN Garrison Commander.

Appointed Chief of Staff of KOREAN Army.

Not meported in Official Gazette, War Ministry

Appointed member of Central Air Defense Committee
of KCREA. Cabinet

Appointed member of Korean Government-General
Investigation Committee for Measures to Meet
Situation. Cabinet

Appointed Commander of Military Police stationed
in China, War Ministry
Promoted to Tieutenant General. Cabinet

Avarded Order of the Sacred Treasure, 2nd Order of
Merit.

Relieved as member of Central Air Defense Committee
of KOREA, Cabinet

Appointed commander of 4th Division. Not reported
Official Gazette. Cabinet

Conferred 4th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Awarded Order of Sacred Treasure, lst Order of Merit.

-3 -
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1942 May 12
1943 Oct. 15
1943 Nov. 15

1945 Sept. 23

g - “, .-:Jl-:xl:._,_”*-_.,. e ....*rr F = BN e, L -..._...-....' ;‘-’-- --.-." b e il -_'sa'p_ ;#_ o H ‘I,i'l“ "'_I_“'

Decorated with grand Cordon of Rising Sun.
Appointed Commander of 19th Army. Cabinet
Conferred 4th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Appointed Commander of 12th Area Army and
concurrently commandant of Eastern District
Army. Not reported in Official Gazette., Cabinet.
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