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HEADQUARTERS //,’
U.S., STRATEGIC ROMBING STTRVEY 5
~ (PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NWO..284 | PLACE: TOKYO
Jap. Intel. ¥o. 10 DATE: 7 November 1945

Division of Origint Japahosé Intelligence Section, G-2, USSBS

Subject: INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION AWD PROCEDURE IN JATANESE ARMY AIR

DIVISION (HIKOSYIDAN). .

Personnel interrogpted and background of each!

Major TOGA, Hiroshi, Japanese Army Air Force; gtaff efficer
for maintenance and communications with 10th Alr Division
(Hikoshidan) in 1944-45. In 1928, commissioned & Second Lieuten-
end (infantry) and served with the 57th Infantry Regiment 1in
Manchuria until 19413 in December 1941, entered War College for
ground training in air: in Novemb T 1943, went to TOYOOXA,
Jaranese MAir YWest Foint," as tacticse instructor. |

Where interviewed: Meiji Building
Interrogator: Maj. R. S. SPILMAN, Jr., AC, AUS.
Lt. s. P. AHLBUM, USNR.
Interpreter: 1t. Comdr. F. B. HUGHINS, USHR.
SUMMARY ¢

The 10th Air Division (Hikoshidan), which was responsible for the ailr
defense of the TOKYO aree, included an intelligence unit consieting of two
of ficers and five or six enlisted men, plus an additionel special intelli-
gence unitd charged with monitoring redio conmmunicetions of U.5. aviation

unitvs.

Officers performad intelligence functlons in the Air Regiments
(Hikosentai) and S~rusdrons (Chutei) and, according to Major TCGA, were
listed &s gsuch (Joho Shoko) in the menning teble of organizetion. This is
contrary to the statement of Col. MIYASHI (Jap Intell Interrogetion #8 of
6 November 1945) thet there wes NO table of organiZ?tion'provision for an
intelligenca officer below the level of Fikoshidrn. Intelligane~ officers
did no esctual briefing or {nterrogetion] this wes accomplished bY the
squedron commender, Beyond the routine functions of keeping up situation
meps, making out mission revorts, and hendling cherts, the intelligence
officer's scope seemed meinly %o bo technicel and tacticel.

Intelligence training at mOYOOXA included reder, recognition, oOWn snd
encmy tactics, map rerding, some vhoie intervretetion, but virtuallY nothing
on procedure. The tactics instructor WwWas also the intelligence instructor
for 21l phases axcepl photo intcrpretetion, which wes 2 geperote schoel, &nd
whet written instructions there were on intelligence were included in the
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TRANSCRIPT OF THE IVTERROGATION

Q. What training did you heve as an intelligence offic r?

where all steff of ficers had to do

duty, a2 certain emount of intelligence work was requir~d, I had no
varticular treining. Fuorthormore, £8 communicestions and maintenence

officer, I was not normelly involved with intelligence.

A, In the hikoshidan'tactics room,

Wea env intellig-nce course, es such, given at TOYOOKA?

e

Yos, there was.

s

You did not take thet couvrse?

o

Yoa, I dld.

F

What subjects were includ~d? Will vou describs the course?

It involv:d the study of redar, whioch was ennsidered & form of

intelligence, #nd things 11z~ thet. Reder, recognition, #nd some

tactics to be used ~gainst ~onemy plenesg wore includ~d.

SERE

Q. Wes there anything on onelvsis of A11i~d t-cties?

A. We got raevnorts from pilots who acturlly fousht A1lied nilots in the
Gormeny. Air hecdouvartors received the

South, £2lso some reports from
informetion from Germeny and dissemincted it to 2ir units.

Did you heve coursss 1n mep recding?

-

Yes,

>

Waere there anv courses in ohoto int~rpr~t:tion?

a. There 28 specirl instruction in theat. Th=t's & differant outfit.
A1l pilots roceived e c-rtein emount of vphroto intoerpretetion training

at TOYOOKs, but not & complate COUTSE.

-

he interrogetion end dbriefing of pilots?

2. Were env instructions given for 1

instruction on how to coech pilots to
Ay TOYOOKA, this tacching wes very general,
-retionsl units did we r-gelly leern

A. It wae a very genersl sord of

ts1l whet th-y sew and did.
and only when ve got into the oo

from practice.

A Ware there eny courses on U. S. and British pl:ne parformence and

e
cenebilities?

A, Yos,

Q. Whers did the spnPormetion »n this come from?

i From Air Tesdavertsrs (Koku “ombu) .

o whet kind of ohoto met-risl,

Q. Were sterderd instructions isaned #s b
~ilots on missions?

cherts, end so forth, ware to be cerri-~d by

orders egeinst carrving

Thov were more Oor less s -Ccurity messnir-s,
or cods books.

A, Yes.
wld show tha loc-tlons of our own forces,

material which we
Q. Do you know what working met-riel, in nyreetice, € pilot;would telze with
him on & mission?
be

t serizl nhotogreohs which might
The

A Usually e 1x200,000 mev ond. vpertin~n
dron lasdar and sbove only.

2842

T o Ty M, - .
i T T R D i e W T — :
'_,L;.__.___.,_ ol L e e S Y Ve, o e M e Ty A I'—I!-V'"j__.d_—' A I b i 12 " a T
- Ay s - S g --.-Fl# i -:f‘1 -"L;.:,' Y _1_‘."-1...:-_-._{:.._._. w-:*;__z'_;u;&. e T s R Rl T A e e L Y T B
L i o D I S e e ke A ety .|.-""—'I o2l o Lt LA " .-.~1 g -0 y L plagy T pE 1#*‘;'#5“"-2".  Bpa o ..“....;-t: Tt - o, L], 2 o e "
1 % T o e e A i B R e S e e L A e e e S S o
- - ' s o e - iy Gy e B -




% TRANSCRIPT OF THTERROGATION oF: TOGA, Hiroshi, Mejor, Japanese AAT
: (Contd).

?g others in the gquadron followed his MOVES, dropping thelr bombs
E wvhen he did, etc. '

Q. What mechanical aids or tyme of training material were used for
recognition gtudy?

A. Mainly models, silhouettes and pictures. Models were hung from the
ceiling, victures were pested on the walls 8O the pilotse would study
them as they walked bY.

n. Were any neasures taken tO set up o definite intelligence'procedure

: and routine in the field?
it A NWot ot 2ll in th? air college., After ve got into operationsl units,
{ ' 1¢ was done baceuse of scturl necessity.
Q. Who was superintendent -t the Air CGollege at TOYOOKAT
A. Licutenant General TOKUGA "4, Jooan's firat sviator.
Q. Was any one D70 in cherge of intelligence training?
A. 1 was one of them. The tactics instructors 2180 taught ingelligence.
Were eny treining memuals or written toxts CONCErning intelligence
ased at TOYOOKAT
A, 1t was ipcluded in the tactics texts.
Q. Do you heve eny copies of these toxts?
£, 1 will 1ook eround tO SE® if I cen f£ind any.
L n, Wes there anv geperate intelligence goction in the 10th Air Divielon
(Hikoshiden)?
?? A, “e hesd en intelligence anit ~hich was gimply 7 rodsr werning unit.
° | Then there was another squed which aid deal with enemy intelligence.
L The intelligence officer of the aivieion handled 1%, with one officer,
L » first lieut-rent, and five men undeT him. We #lso nod o nisei who
i%j could listen 6 the voice comrmunications of U.S. pilots, end & special
i | intelligence soued consigting of an sfficer and 10 men Who ronitered
%; U.S5. sircraft communications.
& Q. From whet tvne of radio vroadcast did they get the most informetion?
b A. Meinly from the B-29s.
L ; Q. Was that from the B-29s in tve air, ON tpke—off, OT what?
| A, TIwe B-29se sent out gsome kind of & siznal, then W& knew they waTre coning.

. EOTE vou #ble 10 sstimate the numbaT thet were coming?

a of different gouedrons, which we hed

he numb~T coning.
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a. Fron things 1ika call sign
picked.out, we could estimate t

Q. Whot tyoce of intelligence reports did vour eir division get from

higher echelons?

ming in from Chine, for instence, thst the
tain poirnt. And ‘then from Air Herdquerters
led over from previous ections.

A Wa received spol reports €O
B-29s hrd pess Q over & cer
we 20% reports on tretics, mul

Q. Whet type »f revorts did vour cir division require from lower achelons?
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ruscarpt oF 1wrlDGATION OF: TOGA; Hiroshd, Ma, Jepanese AAR
(Contd).

Whiles in the eir, revorts were required from s~usdron .comnend-Trs.
They reported the tyve, number =nd direction of plenes. After

roeturning to bese, thay would report any sp~cisl types of plenes or
tectics.

Did wou require such things s mission reports?

Y:g. after every migsion, Division hessdrursrters tabuletced the
renorts when they were received and sent this tebuletion to &ir
Hesdouerters.

"het %ind of briefing did vour pilots get before teking off on en
int-rcevtion?

Thev hed no briefing at all. Fighter control directed them efter
thev took off, but there was no bri~fing, After the day's operetions
were over, the sguadron commender would discuss tactics with them.
They were in too much of a hurry for anything before take-off,

Wea there any svstematic queestioning of pilnts after they returned
from 2 missiont? :

That 'as up to tho gqﬁadron commender. If he found snything of

{mportence he would pass the informstion elong to divieion head-

quarters., Ev-ry pilot wes r-guired to report to the squedron
cormonder uson raeturn end tell his story.

Were any intellizence units 28 such assigned to units lower then
hikoshiden?

Thore wag one officsr sttach~d to ~ech of the various squedrons as
intelligence officer. He did not do the questioning of the vnilots,
but =xamined the reports obieinsd by the s-uadron comriender and a1s8o

spve the souadron commender informetion rocaived in reports from
higher ~chelnns.

Did the manning t:ble, or teble of nrgfnizetion, call this officer
an intelligence officer?

Yog - Joho Shoko,

Wore situstion meps — war rooms — meinteined »1 division headgquerters?

Yes.
Was thet en intelligsnce or an operations function?
It was an intellicence funetion.

Describe the proeezdure vou usad in estimetion Allied losses, both
sfter & mission and over ¢ monthly period.

Yo besed sur estimet~s on pilnt revorts, snd reports from the redio
unit *hich would listen in for distress calls fron vour planes on
their vy beck tn base.

Were the reovorts giveﬁ.by the pilﬁts beliovsd to bhe =sccuretel

We would get the squadron enmmarder to trYr to scrceen the pilot revortis.
There night be nne plene shnt down snd meny pilots trying o claim cre—
dit for it. By using the infrrmeation 28 tn where th= plane wes shot

down, whet time, and where it fell, it wes possible tn discount dup-
licate reports.

Was therc any rescus orzenizetion for pilnts from vour divisisn sh~t
down during a mission?
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TRANSCRIPT OF III&QOGATIOH 0F: TOGA, Hiroghi, MsjJor, Japenese AAF
(Contd). ' '

None 2t 211. If they fell neer the Jenenesc shore, somebody might
gsave them.

Were thers eny instructions for pilots on how to escepe or on how to H
conduct themselves if shot down over Allied territory? |

Vory little. Just s-curity meessur~s! bdburn codes, destroy tha plene,

try to gat beck to his nwn lines or shoot himself if cepturs wes
imminent.

Were =nv specisl intelligence files kept in the 2ir division?
Yos, there wore some files kept of our documents.

"hat in general did they contein?

There were & good meny drcuments on Americen tectics, performence,
and depleoymsnt of plenes.

Wes the kecping of meos ond charts an intelligence or en operations
function?

A. That wes an intellies ne~ function.

Q. The Jepenese Alr Force prepered en =lab~rat- intelligence study of
the capebiities, denlnavment, and intentinns of the B-29s. Whn would
have propared this?

A, I think it was Air Headquerters. The docum~nt exenminer - Lt. Onl,
ASHIHARA -~ prnobebly hed ch-rge of this,

Q. Did vour divisinn hcedouarters mekas plens frr deplayment of fighter
strenzth in the defense nf the TOKYO erea or did that come from ebovef?

A, That cene from 2bove,
Q. Did vou know the ress~ns for deplovment?

s, If we ssked, we would be given the reegons, but otherwise not, 1
think the hisher comnend bdbesed its decision for deployment on the
importance of vericous industrial esreas,

g

Q. Were your fizhters ever sent out eszeinst U.S, carriers?

A, Only -~nce, nn the 13th of August. e hedn't vet received the word
the wer hed =»nded. The infrrmetion on the cerriers came fron the
First air arny; one of their r-ennreisgence plenes h~d spntted the

cerriers. We sent nut three nr four nlenes, but thoy couldn't find
the terget., One ~f them didn't come dbeck.
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