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SUM, RY

L The Japancsc .ir Force hod stocks of cpproximately
2,600,000 kilo-litrces of avintion gasolinc ot the start of thc War.
This wns considcrcd to bc on adequate supply for a six months pcriod,

- The supply of aviation gnsolince beccame critical about

thc time Sailpan was sccurcd.,

N,

3. /ir Herdcuarters attempted: to ~1leviate the short supply
by: : - | |

a. Reducing consumption to o minimum

b Sccuring ncw sourccs of supply in Japan

¢. Fxpediting préduction of synthetic fucls

d. Returning 100,000 kilolitres of aviation
gosolinc locoted in Manchuria, 5 |

lo It wns ncccessary to rcducc pilot treining becausc of thc
shortagc of av-ges. This had sorious cffcets on 2ir operations
particularly night opcrations.

His 't the closc of the Tar the [lir Forces hrd o two ycar
stock of aviation lubricants, |
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INTERROGATION, NC’ 528)

“lorc 'you in chergeiof fuel for the .rmy iir Forccs?
Ycs, from March 1944 to July 1945. .

“lere you e mcmber of the lrmy-Novy Oil Committec?

No, but I worked with thocm. HOWqur, they had nothing to say rcgard-
ing allocation of fuel within the .ir Force... That was my responsibi-.
lity.

How far did your authorltJ go?. . WH et ﬁroﬂs, ra thcr, came under your
jurisdiction? ' - G e RO |
(Here Lt. Col. Nakano took out a piecc.of paper “nd drew o mep
showing Japen Proper, China, Mﬂncnurl Korce, Okinawa, Formosa,
Philippincs, ~nd the Mcley Peaimsula). My authority included all
territory cxccpt that under the command of the South /rmy with-
“hecdguarters in Singaporce. £
How nbout thc oil supply for thce Philippinc lslands?
This cntircly comes under the dircction of ‘the South lrmy. The. Kokw
Hombu deccided the rmounts of fucl for Japen Proper, Chinza, Korcn, and
ilonehuris, but for ThHo. supp11Wh-Jor the' Ihlllpplnbs, %urmu;;“nd thw
South Islwnds cverytining belongs to the South ..rmy ~nd Koku Hombu
knows nothing about jt.
Do you know how much avi~tion g “§0linc wns on hrond in December 19417
4t that time I wes in the locel hend uortgers of the Formosa Jir Corps
s0 I connot say definitely but I think Lqu'supplv Was a2round 2,600,000
kilolitres which wo thought was cnough for “bout 51x”months. S

Do Vou think' you had Lnouwh aviation fuel to start a “ar?
"lc thought this amount would bo sufficicnt for the first six months
after which we. cxpeeted to bring in supplics from the South,

That wos thic stock condition in Formosa when you were there?
Not lzrgc but adecuate,

after 1941 where werce jou located? . _ |
I wos in Burma for 2 tiuse. - . » A

Did you have plenty of iuel in 3urma9 o
Yus, the supply was quite cnough ~t thrt t1mo.+' S

”hcn in your Oplnlon, did .the shortoge. of “Vl”thﬂ gaesoline become
critical? | i | | . |

It wes aftor Seipon wes talon by ;uufican.Eorcus; |

How ‘did /ir Hecadiunrtors otiompt to allevinatce the short supply”
+ir Heedquarters plannced: e R .

1. To rcduce consumption to o minimum.

To try ~nd find and develope e new source 1n Japan propers

To get substitute fucl production underwey--clcohol, pine

root oil ctc,

. To bring back supplics in Menchurie which ~mountcd to morc
than 100,000 kilolitres,

& W

Were you successful in getting the stocks out of Manchuria?
Yes, before Okincwe wrs token over we h~d most of 1t back,
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Q. When did this movement from Manchuria teke ploce? |

e It begen as soon &5 the “mwrlcin “rmV'unv“dcd the Philinpince Islands.,

B« The noxt questions will bc concerncd with pilot tr-ining.

How many hours werc considcrced desirssle at the st-rt of the “Jar?

i.  Thirty hours per month for fighter pilots ond twenty hours for
bomber pilots. e . | -+

4. UWas it nccessnry to reducc training Hour's ns ¢ result of fucl
shortegze? N

e L08, hours were grodunlly cut down to the p6int where cven fighter
pilots were only gotting 5 hours per month.

(0. I understend tho first month of training was donc in gliders, is
that corrcoct?

he Yos, in order to srve grsoline.

‘I Did you noticce any cffcct on operctions resulting from  this reduc-
tion ip 1a “lﬂlﬂg?

L Mus, 1t had .2 big offect “n efficicncy of our ~ir forcc particulerly
in regord to nluh operations. dJust before tic vnd of the wer pilots
were gottlng very little night treoining ond t.is h-d = very brd
cffect on our night operations.

4. In your opi.iion was the shortcge of fucl or tic shorbtese oL airor it
the most im‘ortant causc for the reduction in pilot tr-ining?

e It depended upon the unit. In onc unit the reduction would be bocrusc
of e shortege of airersft snd in snother beeruse of = shortege of fuel.

(et the ond of the war how mqny months supply of avi-tion s-s did you
have?

ae o hird 40,000 KL's for thc invesion, 20,000KL's for training and

-Ld-.

6,000KL's being produccd monthly.

What was your stock position in regerd to aviation lubric-nts ot
this Limc?
e nad about o two yenrs suonply.

Major Tekahashi told me that you rccceived only 56% of your lubricant
requircments becsusce of bombing attocks., Is that corrcet?

Yes, production wrs quitc low but we h~d some rescrve stocks
imported before the wer ~nd our usc of castor oil from lManchuria

cnd Chine heclped save stocks.

.Cere yeur avirtion engine oils of good qurlity?

‘¢ h~d two types, "." & "B", The "A" type w-s of good quolity ond
usca- in new. plenes.  The "B" type was not good qu-olity and wos uscd
in teeining rnd trovisport ploncs.

Cen you tell me anything about the cffect of bombins apon lubricant
proauctlon cna stocks?

.8 to the oil nroduccd there wos very little demnee.  Jbo
kilolitres were lost. We hod put the oil in drums and SC tt en 1t
Lbout 80% w~s ut under ground.

the oil Loet by glr atback wag WIN type, The pient of Inmkuni wes
burncd cown ancd the plant at Jkita wes nlso burned but both happened
Just beforc Jop-n's surrcnder so it wekes .0 diffoerence for the war.
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._528(cont

Q. I havec a report showing that thc overall productlon of gusellne .
was roduccd to BOﬁ ~nd syntn sT1LE- productlon dr0ppud LL%, o8 & result

of z2ir attack. .rc thosc figurcs correcct?
4o I have no exact figurcs on that point but 1 would guuss thuy arc

approximatcly truc.,

411 you prupwru » list showing QUﬁntltluS and locetions of all

Q-
important stocks of aviation gasollnc in the' arcas undur your dircc-
tlon for 1944 and 19A5° | it dom ot | e b,
;1- 1 e 5 . | .' T |
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