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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING
LIFE”

by SHEN Fu
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER ONE: WEDDED BLISS
(Continued from the last issue)

This was on the twenty-second, my wedd-
ing night. On the twenty-fourth, my own
sister was going to get married, and as
there was to be a national mourning and
no music was to be allowed on the
twenty-third, we gave my sister a send-off
dinner on the night of the twenty-second,
and Yiin was present at table. I was play-
ing the finger-guessing game with the
bridesmaids in the bridal chamber and be-
ing a loser all the time, fell asleep drunk
like a fish., When I woke up the next
morning, Yiin had not quite finished her
morning toilet.

That day, we were kept busy entertain-
ing guests and towards evening, music was
played. After midnight, on the morning of
the twenty-fourth, I, as the bride’s brother,
sent my sister away and came back towards
three o’clock. The room was then pervaded
with quietness, bathed in the cilent glow
of the candie-lights. I went in and saw
Yiin’s woman servant was taking a nap
below the bed, while Yiin had taken off her
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bridal costume, but had not yet gone to bed.
Her beautiful white neck was bent before
the bright candles, and she was absorbed
reading a book. I patted her on the
shoulder snd said: “Sister, why are you
still working so hard? You must be quite
tired with the full day we’ve had.”

Quickly Yiin turned her head and stood
up saying: ‘I was going to bed when I
cpened the book-case and saw this book and
have not been able to leave it since. Now
my sleepiness is all gone. I have heard of
the name of Western Chamber for a long
time, but to-day I see it for the first time.
It is really the work of a genius, only 1 feel
that its style is a little bit too biting.”

“Only geniuses can write a biting style,”
I smiled and said.

The woman servant asked us to go to
bed and left us and shut the door. 1 began
to sit down by her side and we joked to-
gether like old friends after a long period
of separation. I touched her breast in fun
and felt that her heart was palpitating too.
“Why is Sister’s heart palpitating like
that?’ I bent down and whispered in her
ear. Yiin looked back at me with a smile
and our souls were carried away in a mist
of passion. Then we went to bed, when

all too scon the dawn came.p
As a bride, Yiin was very quiet at first.

She was never sullen or displeased, and
when people spoke to her, she merely smil-
ed. She was respectful towards her su-
reriors and kindly towards those under her.
Whatever she did was done well, and it was
difficult to find fault with her. When she
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saw the grey dawn shining through the
window, she would get up and dress herself
as if she had been commanded to do so.
“Why?' I asked, “You don’t have to be
afraid of gossip, like the days when you
gave me that warm congee.” “I was made
a laughing-stock on account of that bowl of
congee,” she replied, “but now I am not
afraid of people’s talk; I only fear that our
parents might think their daughter-in-law
lazy.”

Although I wanted her fo lie in bed
longer, 1 could not help admiring her virtue,
and so got up myself, too, at the same time
with her. And so every day we rubbed
shoulders together and clung to each other
like an object and its shadow, and the love
between us was something that surpassed
the language of words.

So the time passed happily and the
honeymoon was too soon over. At this
time, my father Chiafu was in the service
of the Kueich’i distriet government, and
he sent a special messenger to bring me
there, for, it should be noted that, during
this time, I was under the tutorship of
Chao Shengtsai of Wulin. Chao was a very
kindly teacher and to-day the fact that 1
can write at all is due entirely to his eredit.

Now, when I came home for the wedding,
it had been agreed that Yiin would go back
with me. So when I got this news, I did not
know what to do. 1 was afraid Yiin might
break into tears, but on the other hand she
tried to look cheerful and comforted me and
urged me to go, and packed up things for
me. Only that night I noticed that she did
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not look quite her usual self. At the time
of parting, she whispered to me: “Take
good care of yourself for there will be no
one to look after you.”

When I went up on board the boat, the
peach and pear trees on the banks were in
full bloom, but I felt like a lonely bird that
had lost its companions and as if the world
was going to collapse arcund me. As soon
as 1 arrived, my father left the place and
crossed the river for an eastward destina-
tion,

Thus three months passed, which seemed
to me like ten insufferable long years.
Although Yiin wrote to me regularly, still
for two letters that I sent her, I received
only one in reply, and these letters con-
tained only words of exhortation and the
rest was filled with airy, conventional no-
things, and I felt very unhappy. Whenever
the breeze blew past my bamboo courtyard,
or the moon shone upon my window behind
the green banana leaves, I thought of her
and was carried away into a region of
dreams.

My teacher noticed this, and sent word
to my father, saying that he would give me
ten subjects for composition and let me go
home. I felt like a garrison prisoner re-
ceiving his pardon.

Strange to say, when I got on to the boat
and was on my way home, I felt that a
guarter of an hour was like a long year.
When 1 arrived home, I went to pay my
respects to my mother and then entered my
room. Yiin stood up to welcome me, and
we held each other’s hands in silence, and
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it seemed then that our souis had melted
away or evaporated like a mist. My ears
tingled and I did not know where I was.

It was June, then, and the rooms were
very hot. Luckily, we were next door to
the Lotus Lover’s Lodge of the Ts’anglang
Pavilion on the east. Over the bridge,
there was an open hall overlooking the

water, called “After My Heart”-——the re-|

ference was to an old poem: “When the
water is clear, I will wash the tassels of
my hat, and when the water is muddy, I
will wash my feet.” By the side of the
eaves, there was an old tree which spread
its green shade over the window, and made
the people’s faces look green with it; and
across the ereek, you could see people pass-
ing to and fro. This was where my father
used to entertain his guests. I asked for
permission from my mother to bring Yiin
and stay there for the summer. She stop-
ped embroidery during the summer months
because of the heat, and the whole day long,
we were either reading together, or discuss-
ing the ancient things, or else enjoying the
moon and passing judgments on the flowers.
Yin could not drink, but could take at most
three cups when compelled to. 1 taught
her literary games in which the loser had
to drink. We thought there could not be a
more happy life on earth than this.

One day Yiin asked me: “Of all the an-
cient authors, which one should we regard
ag the master?’ And I replied: “Chan-
kuots’eh and Chuangtsii are noted for their
agility of thought and expressiveness of
style, K’'uang Heng and Liu Hsiang are
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known for their classic severity, Ssiima
Ch’ien and Pan Ku are known for their
breadth of knowledge, Han Yii is known for
his mellow qualities, Lin Tsungyiian for his
rugged beauty, Ouyang Hsiu for his ro-
mantic abandon, and the Su’s, father and
sons, are known for their sustained elo-
quence. There are, besides, writings like
the political essays of Chia Yi and Tung
Chungshu, the euphuistic prose of Hsii Ling
and Yii Hsin, the memorandums of Lu Chih,
and others more than one can enumerate.
True appreciation, however, must come
from the reader himself.”

“The ancient literature,” Yiin said, “de-
pends for its appeal on depth of thought
and greatness of spirit, which I am afraid
it is difficult for a woman to attain. I
believe, however, that I do understand some-
thing of poetry.”

“Poetry was used,” I said, “as a literary
test in the imperial examinations of the
T’ang Dynasty, and people acknowledge Li
Po and Tu Fu as the master poets.
Which of the two do you like better?”

“Tu’s poems,” she said, “are known for
their workmanship and artistic refinement,
while Li's poems are known for their free-
dom and naturalness of expression. I pre-
fer ithe vivacity of Li Po to the severity
of Tu Fu”

“Tu Fu is the acknowledged king of
'poets,” said I, “‘and he is taken by most
people as their model. Why do you prefer
|Li Po?’ | |

“Of course,” said she, “as for perfection
of form and maturity of thought, Tu is
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he undisputed master, but Li Po’s poems
iave the wayward charm of a nymph. His
ines come naturally like falling flowers and
dowing water, and are so much lovelier for
.heir spontaneity. I am not saying that Tu
s second to Li; only personally I feel, not
Jhat T love Tu less, but that I love Li more.”

“T say, I didn’t know that you are a
bosom friend of Li Po!”

“l have still in my heart anther poet, Po
chiiyi, who is my first tutor, as it were,
and I have mot been able to forget him.”

“What do you mean?”’ 1 asked.

“Isn’t he the one who wrote the poem on
The P’i Pa Player?”

“This is very strange,” I laughed and
said. “So Li Po is your bosom friend, Po
Chiiyi is your first tutor and your husband’s
literary name is Sanpo. It seems that
your life is always bound up with the Po’s.”

“It is all right,” Yiin smiled and replied,
“to have one’s life bound up with the Po’s,
oply 1 am afraid I shall be writing Po
characters all my life.” (For in Scochow
we call misspelt words *“‘po characters.”)
And we both laughed.

“Now that you krow poetry,” I said, “I
should like also to know your taste for fu
poems.”

“The Ch'u Tzii is, of course, the fountain
head of fu poetry, but I find it difficult to
understand. It seems to me that among the
Han and Chin fu poets, Ssima Hsiangju is
most sublime in point of style and diction.”

“Perhaps,” I said, “Wenchiin was tempted
to elope with Hsiangju not because of his
ch’in musie, but rather because of his fu
poetry,” and we laughed again.
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For 45 Years
This Great School Has
Been Helping Men to
Succeed in Business
and in Life

Forty-Five years ago, Oectober 16th, the International Cor-
respondenice Schools were founded. That was the birth of the
idea of correspondence instruction, That was the beginning of a
new method of training that has since become an indispensable
part of the educational program of the nation...of the whole world
in fact.

Any institution that survives the storm and stress of forty-
five years and shows increasing vitzlity with the passing of each
milestone must have in it the chief essential of success in any
enterprise or individual...merit! ‘

Half of all the student enrolled by the International Corres.
pondence Schools every day, every month, and every year are..
guided to our doors by I.C.S. students, while the others half are
inspired to enter our portals by the sheer force of their example.

We cordially invite other earnest men to follow their example.
Ask for the information about the subject in which you are most
interested.

Accountancy Englich

Advertising Navigation

Agricnlture Radio

{Commercial) Art Refrigeration
Automobile Salesmanship

Aviution Show Card Lettering
Chemistry . Textiles

Commercial Training Locomotive Engineering

Ingineering {(all branches)
The I.C.S. have 400 Courses., If the subject that interests
you is not mentioned here, do not hesitate to write to us.

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS
Dept. 24, 288 Nanking Read, Shanghai.




