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Lu Hsun : An Appreciation

In a period of revolution and experiment it is to
be expected that no two persons you meet will agree
upon the merits of any one writer, and this has been
my experience in the past few years in China. Lu
Hsiin 1s an exception. I have never met a Chinese
reader who would not accord him an important place
in the literary world if not the {irst place. And outside
of the ficld of pure literature I have found he is univer-
sally reverenced as a great leader of men. | am sure
that with the death ¢f Lu Hsun students and others
in China are experiencing tl.e feeling that I remember
carie to us in my student days when we lost the
great Lord Bryce who had expressed for us our highest
social and political ideals. and himself had been the
ideal ol 2 teacher and leader.

What sort of a man was Lu Heiin ard w hat quali-
ties appear in bis worky My cnswer will of necessity be
sketchy. inadequate and probably inaccurate through
lack of knowledge. but it may be of interest to readers
to know the impressions of a foreigner on his first.
rcading of some of Lu Hsiin’s works I will begin
with a most tangible thing - the portrait which
appears in his recently published 4 1i°. [ see before
me a face which is all firmness and strength  from

the Eristling hair to the powerful jaw. There is an open-

oo |] oo



ness of look which can only come from the perfect
sincerity of the person beneath; under a fine forehead
the eyes are keen but sad. Eyes and mouth show kind-
ness and deep sympathy, but he has grown a mous-
tache as thongh to cover his kindness

The same qualities appear in his written work
and his life. First I would put sincerity and strength.
From the time when he decided that it was more
important to arouse the spirit of China than to heal
the body and therefore turned from medicine to a
literary carcer. up to the time of his death. he never
faltered in his life work of fighting to free the Chinese
people from their bonds, physical and spiritual. In
the first story, FJEFA HE2. his style and method
seemed fully formed. It is of course = fine psycluin.
gical study of A man with a mania which in a short
space produces a powerful impression of terror; but
I think it is also a parable of a bloodthirsty society-
I see in it a Swiftian picture of a world of man-eaters
with one madman who sces straight and calls upon
his brothers to change their hearts. 1t is interesting to
a foreign reader that it was written on the eve of the
World War.

The power of Lu Hsiin’s pen is best shown in his
masterpiece: [a] Q). Short as it is, with its depth and
completeness and perfect artistry it conquers the read-

er as completely as a fullsized novel or drama could

oo |7 aw



have done, Why was it written? Itis the prophet's cry
("ymk) laying bare the sufferings of the poor friendless
peasant, Not that i} Q is a persecuted saint-Lu Hsiin’s
lineage is not Victorian; [ Q is a thkororghly un
I1 keable person unless you have a taste for morons. He
is ignorant unsclfish.cowardly.brutal physically repul-
sive. e is always in trouble. Even his triumphant
return to KFE from the city is a disaster. He is an
amusingly stupid but a very painful object. Finally
he is led like a lamb to the slaughter, I know cof few
more beart rending incidents in Jiterature than that
where he is paraded through the streets in an uncover-
ed cart and does not realize his destination until the
execution ground is in sight, And then it is onlya
shooting -not decapitation’ Juf Q'ssalvation lay in his
dreams-from the day dreams in which he recovered
his pride wben ke had becn beaten by the SREEAY P
AfM. to the drunken dream in which he is a revolu-
tionist coming into his own, Lu Hsun has shown us
then the stark reality of rural li'e. but he shows us
also the spark of hope. of divine discontent in a crea-
ture like f O, He never tries to work on our feelings,
maintaining. rather. a persistent tone of irony, but
when we have finished reading tle story we realize

that every sentence was written with blood and tears,

Next toind in contrast to Lu Hsun's fierce since-

rity erd the resultant penetriting criticism of life [

ce [ oo



would put his kindness. his sympathy for his fellow
men.  Unlovely as faf Q is, Lie loves him. In #& 58
he returns to his old Fome and there meets a poor
peasant. ¥, who had becn his boyl.cod companion,
The man comes in trembling. apologizing for the poor
gift of beans he bas brought, afraid to sit down in
the rich man’s house afraid to say anything to his
old companion but: *E#F..."" What follows is sure-
ly ti e author’s own feeling of Lorror at class distinc-
tions which divide human beings: “JLfl1 4] T —
flaicst 5 IROEANGE » FRMZ AR T — R W aliny 5
PREET » RWBAHEE When g+ has left, his
mother rehearses the sucession of tioubles 1hat have
borne his old friend down: £ 3, f#8, "8 1%, BE,
T B TS R —AAmA T

In a recent essay Lu Hsiin describes how on a
cold night as he was going into a movic house he wis
stopped by a little girl who asked him for a contri-
bution to flood relief. The little gir]l seemed so disap-
pointed w hen he said he had no change that in spite of
his scepticism s to whether the money would reach
the flood sufferers through the hands of the officials,
he made her come into the theatre while he got some
change, and gave her a dollar,

In the same essay he raises the question what he
would do if his eighty vyear old mother asked him

whether the heavenly kingdom really exists. He an-



swers without hesitation in the affirmative. This pro-
blem of the conflict .between clear modern vision and
traditional belief seems to have greatly eercised the
mind of LLu Hstun and is a major element in his §54%.
In the first story in the collection under that name, §j
i - we have the pathetic case of a poor, ;mglected -
lation, Jf#ki®. who asks the young townsman whe-
ther the soul persists after death and whether there is

a hell, and receiving a noncommittal answer: “|I 354y

B e B AT, goes home to die, probably by her
own hand. My impression is that though his main

determination was to sweep away boldly. evenviolent.
ly, all that is Lollow and false, all that retards the
resurrection of the nation, his deeprooted love of men
which after all must have been the driving power be-
hind that determination. made him anxious to avoid
the inflicting cf pain in the process,

One particular theme which has impressed me
in the stories I have read is Lu Hsiin's devotion to
his #zf0. It is natural of cour<e thuat writing about
rural society he should represent himself as gning to
his old home, but I feel that when he approaches his

k3, there is a new and intimate tone, a poet’s melan

choly which releases the style and makes it ecasier to
read. It is a mood that brings to mind K[ : “RRig
SR, R bk R

There are three stories with this setting : T -

L IE L



Me#h, iR E. Inthe first one we have a lively
picture of the family at New Year time with ill-con-

ealed cruelty under the surfacz in th> sufferings of
SERRIY. In #&ilf it is the last visit, for the writer

is selling the property and taking his mot'er away to
the North., A deep melancholy pervades the who'e
and one fee's that the writer leaves his heart with the
old grass-grown tiles of his house and the suffering
farmer friends of his childhood. In {£il8HE | the sky
15 equally grey and the tale of a thwarted life which
his old friend HET tells him is cqually sad, The
general greyness is relieved however by the glories
of the |1 2 which i g ik 69 1% 5€ 30 TH] 1R ALRTAE K,
A ) 7 <5 b P 45 4 GRS Tl ELEC® » Ao GRSE Y
H.O0FNETT » and by the benevolent effect of the pg
Jr &1 the two friends consume together,

Ihis th:n is my impression of Lu Hsin, fighter,
lover of man%ind, and poet; a hero of the Chinese
Revolution.

Nov he is gone and it is easy to become despond-
ent and afraid at the loss of another great leader., We

have our answer in the words of his will : g3, 75
B AkiE.

This may be taken as addressed not only to his
immediate family but to the whole country. We can-
not carry out his injunction literally, but we can

throw off sadness and pessimism, and find, as he did,
salvation in work. in carrying on his work.

H, E. Shadick iz o [ s
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A FOREIGNER’S TRIBUTE TO

CHINA’S “*VOLTAIRE”

H. Snow

ILu Hsiin was the most important literary { igure
that modern China his produced. He was one of the
few writers like Gorky in Russia Voltaire inthe French
Kevolution and Eomain Rolland, Henri Barbusse
and Andre Gide today-who have been an integral part
of the history of nations. He lived the long length of
the Chirese revolution in its different stages and the
story of his life is an epic of that great chaotic move-
ment. He laid the foundation for the new pai-hua
literacure in 1917, and. was the key influence in the
intellectual world until his death, His body could not
survive the ill-health from tuberculosis that poverty
and lack of freedom prevented him from taking care
¢f, but his gallant spirit endurcd with full strength all

the dark tragic days of the suppression by the counter-



revolution wh:n so many who were p:rhaps stronger
of body but weaker in mind and determination, waver-
ed and fell by the wayside. Lu Hsun's firm determi-
nation has bzen an electric source of strength and enco-
usragement not only to all the youth of China who have
struggled for the sam= ideas. but to all the friends of
the Chinese people who need to have their faith in
the future of China bolstered up from time to tim.
Therefore, we should not mourn that he is lost to the
Chinese revolution. for he has given enough-but only
regret that he could not have lived to be rewarded by
seeing the glorious future which he helped to make
possible . . .

Lu Hsiin is the Chinese writer best known among
foreigners and a little of his work, especially The
True Story of Ah (), has been translated into English,
French; German, Russian, etc,, but the first compre-
hensive presentation abroad of his writing has been
made by Edgar Snow recently in a new booc called
“Living China”, which is b:ing published in London
this month, Half this collection of short-stories are
by Lu Hsun. and the book comes now fortunately as
a kind of memorial for his death, However, Lu Hgiiﬁ
1s in my opinion more important as a historic person-
ality in modern China than his production in writing
and of his heroic life very little is known outside Chi-

na, Soviet Russia and Japan as yet, The great fame

* & ZS L



of writers usually comes after they are dead, and soon
the name of Lu Hsiin will be known everywhere, I
think. as one of the most influential and important
of contemporary writers in woyzld literature.

One thing I would like to call to attention of
Chinese students. That is, the sentence in Lu Hsnii-s

will to his wife and son which said: “Don‘t become ne
close terms with those who advocate tolesance *’ Tole-

rance is the national disease of China, It is not a virtue
as practiced in China today, and if tolerance in small
measure IS a virtue anyone with a dialectical mind can
see that"every virtue pushed to its extreme becomes a
vice of the worst kind”.as Renan said. what China
needs worst of all today is not tolerance, but criticism,
And that was .u Hsiin's great role in life He had a
sharp. bitter critical pen that demolished all the
hypocrisy and the ugly feudal remnants that make
the © ation in such a stagnant. unprogressive condition
today. Like Voltaire. who wrote his novel Candide to
destroy the fatalist philosophy of perpetual tolerance
of Leibniz that “Whatever is, is good,” so Lu Hsiin
wrote Ah Q) to show up this same Chinese fatalism as
excmplified in Ah Qs attituce toward life. Voltaire
was the father of the French Revolution because of
his hatred of the tolerance of poverty and bad condli-
tions and oppression. And Lu Hsiin has done more

than anyone else to try to stir up the revolutionary

ae 70 oo



emotion of the people of China to struggle against back-

wardness and poverty. and to refuse to tolerate thesze
terrible conditions any longer. Lu Hsiin may be

compared with Voltaire accurately also because he was
the most powerful fighter in China against Feudalim-
which is the first stage of the Chinese revolution-just
as Voltaire satirized and destroyed Feudalism in
France. And in still another way. Voltaire was the
great l.ncyclopedist in gathering modern knowledge
together in his time, and Lu Hsiin had somewhat the
same role in China in his scholarship on literature.
literary criticism, modern and ancient art, and in
trying to bring the knowledge of the whole world to

China, through translation and other means. Lu Hsiin

was not content with being a litterateur-he was a man

of action as well, unlike most intellectuals, and a
student of science and of human society,
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