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PREFACE
The purpnse of government statisties is t0 collect and record dat:
pertaining to thq present aspects and changes of land, population,
resources, g t admini; jon, natjonal socinl affairs and

culture, to be compiled in a concrete, systematic and scientific form for
. Such gow undertakings are of vital importance; they
are the constituent ingredients in the formulation of administrative

programmes, the perscrutation of edministrative efficiency, and the
valuation of sdministrative results, The ancient philosopher, Kuan
Chung, als> one of China's outstanding statesmen, had well said in his
teachings, “You are bound to succeed in colossal Md, zrand enterprises,
but first of all you have to master the art of ca‘.cnlation"._

The statistical service and system of the National Goverriment took
shape only after the establishment, in 1931, of the Directorate General of
Budgets, Accounts and Statistics, In reviewing the activities of tixe past
sixteen years, we ale all well inclined to draw out a certain amount of
satisfactory conclusions, Nevertheless, we shonid well be aware that
much ground lies shead for future attainments of perfection and more

hi s are to be d, Upon my ion of duties as head
of the Directorate General, I have asked all my colleagues to contribute

the best of their efforts towads further accomplishments, with punetuality,
accuracy, completeness as our common watchwords, Now I feel much
gratified that they have all well contributed their efforts in fulfilling my.
expectations, B

Here I present the National Statistical Abstract fof the year 1947,
And [ avail myself of this opportunity to convey an introductory note,

HSU KAN
Comptroller General

Nanking,
July 16, 1947
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