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ADVERTISEMENT.

_ Albemarle Street, June 1. 1835.

Tuis volume opens with Boswell’s Journal of his
Tour to the Highlands end Islands of Scotland,
with Dr. Johpson, in the sutumn of 1778.

As the reader will be told by the Author, in the
sequel, this Journal was perused, from time to time,
in the original manuscript by Johnson himself:
who acknowledged that he was astonished with the
minute fidelity of its details. It was published, in
one volume, octavo, in October 1785, within a year
after Dr. Johnson'’s death. The original edition
had two mottoa: one in the title page, from Pope,—

€ 0! while along the strgam of time thy name,
Expanded flies and gathers all its fame,
Say, shall my little bark attendant sail,
Tursue the triamph, and parteke the gale ?”
the other on a fly-leaf, from Baker's Chronicle, =
** He was of an admirable pregnancy of wit, and that
pregnancy much improved by continual study from his
childhood ; by which he had gotten such a promptness
in expressing his mind, that his extemperal speeches
‘were little inferior to his premeditated writings. Many,
. AS
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no dmbt, had read as mnch, and perhaps more than
he; but scarce ever any concocted hiz reading inte
judgment as he did.”

* The Dedication of the Journal was in these
terms : —

« TO EDMOND MALONE, ESQ.
: « Tondon, 20th September, 1785.*
“ My Drar Sir,

“ In every narrative, whether historical or bhiogra~
phical, suthenticity is of the utmost consequence. Of
this 1 have ever been so firmly persuaded, that I in-
scribed a former work to that person who was the best
judge of its truth. I need not tell you I mean Geéneral
Paoli ; who, after his great, though unsuccessful, efforts
to preserve the liberties of his country, has found an
hononurable asylum in Britain, where he has now lived
many years the object of royal regard and private re-
spect ; and whom 1 cannot name without expressing
my very grateful sense of the uniform kindness which
he has been pleased to show me.

«* The friends of Dr. Jphnson can best judge, from
internal evidence, whether the mumerous conversations
which form the most valuable part of the ensuing pages
are correctly related. To them, therefore, 1 wish to
appeal, for the accaracy of ‘the portrait hm exhibited
to' the world,

« Au one of those who were mhmﬂelyncquumed
with him, you bave s title ‘to this eddress. You have
ohligingly taken .the trouble to peruse the original ma~
nuscript of ‘this Tour, and can vouch for the' strict
fidelity of the present pnblication: - ¥our literary ali-
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ance with our much lamented friend, in consequetice of =
having undertaken to render one.of his Jabours more’
complete, by your edition of Shakspeare, a work whichk
I am confident will not disappoint the expectation of
the publie, gives you another claim. Buc I have a still
more powerful inducement to prefix your name to this
volume, as it gives me an opportunity of letting the
warld know that I enjoy the honour and happiness of
your friendship; and of thus publicly testifying the
mincere regard with which 1 am, my dear Su-, yout
very faithful and obedient servant,
“ Janes Boswerr.”

- To the third edition, published in Angust 1786,
Mr. Boswoll prefixed the following Advertisement:—

¢ Animated bythe very favourable reception which
two large impressions of this work have had, it 1#8s been
my study to make it as perfect as I could in this edivon,
by correcting some inaccuracies which 1 discovered
myself, and some which the kindness of friends or the
scrutiny of adversaries pointed out. A few notes are
added, of which the principsl object is, to refute mis-
representation and calumny.

“ To the animadversions in the periodical journals
of cxiticism, and in the numerous publications to which
my book has given rise, I have made no answer. Every
work must stand or fall by its own merit. [ cannot,
however, omit this opportunity of reumning thanks.0 &
mdanq wllopublinhdu ¢ Defence’() of my Jowrnal,

1 nmd . Bowwall's Jouml, umno
<;n§bw M‘&M"w 86.] . m‘
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and has added to the favour by communicating his
name to me in & vesy obliging letter.
¢ It would be an idle waste of time to take any par-
ticular notice of the futile remarks, to many of which,
& petty national resentment, unworthy of my country-
men, has probably given rise; remarks which have
been industriously circulated in the pubhc prints by
shallow or envious cavillers, who have endcavoured to
persugde the world that Dr. Johnson's character hes
been lessened by recording such various instances of his
lively wit and acute judgment, on every topic that was
prescnted to his mind, In the opinion of cvery persun
of taste and knowledge that I have conversed with, it
has been greatly heightened ; and 1 will venture to pre-
dict, that this specimen of the colloquial talents and
extemporaneous effusions of my illustrious fellow-tra-
vallermllbeeomenﬁllmevm.ble,whcn by the
lapse of time, he shall have become an ancient ; when
all those who can now bear testimony to the transcendent
powers of his mind shall have passed away, and no
other memorial of this grest and good man shall remain
but the following ¢ Jouspal,” the other anecdotes and
letters preserved by his friends, and those incomparable
works which have for many years been in the highest
estimation, sud will be read and admired as long as the
English langaage shall be spoken or understood.”
This “ Journal,” in some respects the most in.
part of Boswell's whole record, was first
incorporated, with the rest of the marvative in Mr.
Croker’s edition of 1881.
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THE
LIFE

oF

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D.

CHAPTER 1.

Juknzon arts ont on his Visit to the Hobrides, — Shetrh
uf ke Character, rdigivus nwral, piditival, sud lite-
rury. ~ Hiz Figure and Manner. — Hc arrives in
Seotland, — Mesorabitia. — Law of Prexoription.—
T'rial by Duei. ~ Mr. Scatt.— Sir William $orlys.
— Practice of the Law.— Emigration. — Rev. Mr
Carr.— Chief' Baron Orde.— Dr. Beattie and Mr.
Hume, — Dr. Robertson. — Mr. Burke. — Genius.
< Whitfild and Wesiry. — Politival Porties. —
Joknson's Opinion of Garr:'ck.

Dr. Jornsow had, for many years, given me hopea
that we should go together and visit the lle-
brides.  Martin's account of those islands had
impressed us with & notion, that we might there
contemplate a system of life almost totally difs
ferent from what we had been accustomed to see;
and to find simplicity and wildoess, und all tae
circumstances of remote time or place, 50 near w
our nasvegmhlud,mmobgeetmhnm
VOL. IV,



" LIFL OF JOHNSON. 1778

U i@sonable curiosity. Dr. Johuson has
79 % Journcy,” that “he scarvely remem-
B Bow tho wish to visit the Hebrides was ex-
sbiéd ;" but he told we, in sumater, 1763, that his
father put Martin's sccount into his hands when
he was very young, and that he was much pleased
with it. (') We nrkoned there would be some
mconveniences and hacdstups, and perhaps a little
danger; but these, we were persuaded, were mag-
nified in the wmugnation of every body. When
[ was at Permey, in 1764, T mentioncd our design
tn Voltaire. He looked at me, as if T had talhrd
of going to the North Pole, and said, «You do
uot inmst on my accumpanying you ¢ "< Npy sit,”
“Then 1 am very willing you should go.” §"was
not afraid that our curious expedition wonld be
prevented by such apprehensions; buf'1 dvabted
that & would not he poswhle to prevail on Dr
Johnson to relinquish, for some time, the felieity
of a Loudon hife, which, to a vaun who can enjoy
it with tull intelli ctual rolish, is apt to make eniste
caee 0 any nanower sphere seem insipid or irk-
some. 1 doubted that he would not be willing to
come dowa from s elevated state of philosuphical

1) {1t 1s enttled, # A Dercripsion of the Western J«lands of
Seotland,” by M. Martig, Gent, 1703, A second edibon ap-
poredan 1761 On u%w Martin i the Adynentes' Livmary
U linnd, Jast sumer & ) the foltowmyg note m the hunda
wnnng of Mr. Bowwell wes

‘Tomwe mw Jolinsow and me In our Tour
’..-.‘L‘o..’&"».’!‘m“"“‘”" i mnﬁlmiﬁnmhﬂ )

na
A VETY vOul rtin was 3 alive of
et | n' “dq oung '.Wmt the Jaln of #hv

e
W 15 8 vory ) f
M rlesnane | And he o rmmﬂ to many partunl 'ﬁmwe'g-
cCimng fus owp lstand - Yet, o8 1t i the only Uook upon dhe vubjet, it b
very gnorudly Kuown I have seen » sepomd edivionr of £ 1 camnot but
aa'::';t' ':Junmu Tur b, Wou (thet (iding s deloctie Truace Rpwpld M
'
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dignity ; from a superiority of wisdom among'the
wise, and of learning among the learned ;*dnd from
Hashing his wit upon minds bright enough to re.
flect it. -

He had disappointed my expectations so long,
that I began to despair: but, in spring, 1778, he
talked of coming to Scotland that year with so
much firmucss, that I hoped he was at last in ear-
nest. I knew that, if he were once launched from
th¢ metropolis, he would go forward very well;
and I got our common friends there to gwist m
«rtting him afloat. ‘To Mre. Thrale, in particular,
whode cuchantment over him seldom failed, I was
much obliged. (1) It was, « 1l give thee a wind."—
% Thou art kind,” To attraet him, we had nvi-
tations from the chitds Macdonald and Macleod ;
and, for additional aid, I wrote to Lord Elibanke-
Dr William Robertson, and Dr. Beattie.

To Dr. Rebertdaon, so far as my letter concerned
the present subject, 1 wrote asx follows : —

¢ Our friend, Mr. Samuel Johnson, s in gieat
health and spirits ; and, 1 dogthink, has 2 senous 1000
Jution to viait Scotland thas year. The moie attracuion,
however, the better ; and, therefore, thongh § known he
will be heppy to mect you there, 1t will forwand the
scheme, if, in your answer to this, you express your<elf
concerning 1t with that power of which you are <o hap-
pily poesessed, and which may be sp durected a to
operate strongly upon him.”

1) She givas, in one of her I&tm to Dr. Johnson, the rea-
sons # hich induced her 1o approve this excursion «- % Fatisue
w profitable to your bealth, upon the whole, ol keeps fancy
trom playing foolih tricks. ﬁumnw for your body and exer.
uon for vour sund, will contribute more than all the medicine
0 the unmiverse (o preserve thet hie we all conuder e invalus
able. * — Letters, vol. J. p. 390, ~ (roxxn

B 2 b



4 LIPE OF JORNSON,

His answer to that part of my letter was quite
I could have wished. It was written with the
address and persuasion of the historian of America.

“ When I saw you last, you gave us soroc hopes that
yon might prevail with Mr. Johnson to make out that
excursion to Scotland, with the expectation of which
we have long flattered cursclves. If he could order
matters so #s 10 pass sob e ume in Edinbuigh, about
the close of the summer seaswon, and then visit some of
the Highland scenes, 1 am confident he would be
pleased with the gand features of nature in many parts
of this countrv: he wil meer with many persons bere
who respect lum, and some whom I am persuaded he
will thnk not unworthy of his esteem. 1 wish he
wonid make the experiment.  He romnetimes crache his
johes upon us ; but he will find that we can distinguish
between the stabs of malevolence and the rebubes of the
nghteous, which are Iike excellent ol (1), and break

ot thg head. Offer my hest compliments to him, and
assyre lum that I shell be happy to have the satisfaction
of seeing him under my roof.”

To Dr. Beattie I wrote, “ The chief intention
of this letter is to inforia you, thut I now seriously
believe Mr. Samuel Johmson will visit Scotland
this year: but I wish that every power of attracs
tion may he employed to sequre our having so
valuable an acquisition, and thercfore I hope you
will, without delay, write to me what 1 koow you
think, that I may read it to the mighty sage, with
proper emphasis, before 1 Jeave London, which I
wmust do soon. HMe talfs of you with the same
warmth that he did lust year. We are to soe as

1) Our
‘(ﬂ‘)nm m!%ﬂ%whah mmu-

Tt pumg b Y, evcimt s o .ﬁ:m"" spaios
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much of Scotland as we can, in the months of Au-
gust and Scptember. We shall not be long of
being at Marischal College. (') He is particularly
desirous of secing some of the Western Islands.”

Dr. Beattic did better: ipse venit, Ie was, how-
ever, fo polite as to wave his privilege of ne miki
rescribus, and wrote from Edinburgh as follows : —

¢ Your very kind and egrocable favour of the 20th of
April overtook me here yesterday, atter having gone to
Aberdeen, which place T left about & week ago. I sm
o sct ont this day for London, and hope to have the
bonout uf paying my respects to Mr, Johnson and you,
sbout & week or ten deys hence. [ shall then do what
1 cam fo entoree the topie you mentivn ; but at present
1 cannot enter upon it, as 1 am in a very great hurry,
for 1 intend to begin my journcy within an hour or
two,”

He was as good as his word, and threw 80migu.
pleasing motives into the northern scale. But,
indeed, Mr, Johnson loved all that he Leard, from
ene whom he tells us, in his Lives of the Poets,
Gray found “a poet, a philosopher, and a good
wan,” .

My Lord Elibank did not answer my letter to
his lordship for spme time. The reason will ap-
pear when we come to the Ide of Sky. 1 shall
then wsert my letier, with lotters from his lordship,
both to myself and Mr. Johwson. I beg it may
be understood, that I insert my own Jettcrs, as I
relate my own sayings, rather as Leys to what is
valuable belonging to others, than for their own sake.

1) Ths, I Soptticinm. 1 should have “ht
wél Dot bf' lmmﬁ:e‘m ahiall be at Marischal Coﬂt:‘*
B3
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Luekily Mr. Justice (now Sir Robert) Chambers,
who was about to sail for the East Indies, was
going tu take leave of his relations at Newcasile,
and be conducted Dr.Johnson to that town ; whence
lie wrote me the following : —

Lereer 156, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
* Newcastle, August 11. 1773,

“ Dgar Sir, — I cmne hither last night, and hope,
but do not absolately promise, to be in Edinburgh on
Saturday. Beattic will not come so soon. I am, §ir,
your most humble servant, San. Jounson.

“ My compliments to your lady.”

Mr. Scott, of University College, Oxford, af-
terwards Sir William Seott (1), accompanied him
trom thenee to Edinburgh. With such propitious

wagtivoys did he proceed to my native eity, But,
lest mctaphor should make it be supposed he ac-
tually went by sea, I choose to mention that he
travelled in post-chaises, of which the rapid mo-
tion wus one of his most favourite amusements.

* Dr. Samuel Johnson'scharacter, religious, moral,
political, and literary, nay, his figure and manner,
are, I believe, mare gencrally known than those of
almost any man; yet it may not be superfiuous
here to attempt a sketch of him. Let my readers,
then, remember that he was a sincere and zealous
Christiay, of ligh church of England and monarch~
ical principles, which he would not tamely suffer
ty bu questioned; steady and inflexible in main-
taining the obligations of piety and virtue, both

(1) [Created, in 1621, Imﬂw:en.] i
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from a regard to the order of society, and from's ~
‘veneration for the Great Source of all order; cor-
rect, nay, stern in Lis taste; hard to please, and
-easily offended ; impetuous and irritable in his
temper, but of a most humauc and benevolent
heart; having a mind stored .with a vast and va-
rious collection of learning and knowledge, which
he communicated with peculiar perspicuity and
force, in rich and choice expression. He uuited a
-most logical head with a most fertile imagination,
-which gave him an extraordthary advantage in
arguing; for he could reason close or wide, as he
saw best for the moment. He could, when he
chose it, be the greatest sophist that ever wiclded
‘a weapon in the schools of declamation, but he
indulged this only in couversation; for he owned
he sometimes talked for victory; he was tQo cow
scientious to make error permunent and pernicious,
by deliberately writing it.

He was conscious of his snperiority. Ile loved
praise when it was brought to him; but was too
proud to seck for it. He was somewhat susceptible
of flattery. His mind was so full of imagery,
that he might have been perpetually a poet. It haa
often been remarked, that in his poetical picoes,
awhich it is to be regretted arc so few, becauss eo
, excellent, his style in ensier than in his prose. Theve
i deception in this: it is not easier, but better
suited ‘to' the dignity of verse; as one may dance
with grace, whose motions, in ordinary walking, in.
'thé common step, are awkward. He  had<n cons
witutional shelanoboly, the clouds of whwh dask-
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ened the brightness of his faney, and gave 2 gloomy
cast to his whole course of thinking: yct, though
grave and awful in his deportment, when he thought
it necessary or propei. he frequently indulgod bun.
self in pleasantry and sportive sallies,  le was
prone to superstiton, but uot to eredulity. Though
his imaginaton wmght 1ecline him to a Delut of
the marvellous and the mysterious, his vigorous
reason cxannned the evidence with joalousy. Hi
had a Joud voice, aud a slow, dehberate utternnce,
which no doubt gave som¢ additional weight to
the sterlg wetal of his convercation.  Lord Pem-
broke said omnce to me at Wilton, with a happy
plessantry, und sowe truth, thet «Dr. Johnsult's
sayings would not appear so ctranrdinary, were
it rot for his bow-wow wuy.” But I admit the

~ruth of this, ouly on some oceasrons,  The Mes-
siah played upon the Ciuterbury orgun 13 mon
sublime than when ployed ov an infcrior iostru-
wment; bat very shght musie will seem grand, when
copveyed to the vor through that majestic medium.
Whtile, therefore, Iir. Juhnson's saymgs are read,
Jet his manucr br takeu along with them. Letat,
boweven, be obeerved, that the saymngs themselves
aro generelly great; that, though he mght be an
ordinary composer st times, ho was for the most
part a Handel.

His person was large, robust, I may say approach-
ing to the pgigentic, and grown unwieldy from
corpuleucy. His countenance was naturally of the
anst of an ancient ststue, but somewhat diséigured
by the scars of that evil, which, it was formerly
imagined, the royal touch could cure. He was now
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in his sixty-fourth year, and was beoome a Litle
dull of hearing. IHis sight had always becn sumse
what weah; yel, 50 much does mind govern, and
vven supply the deficieney of organs, that his pere
ceptions were uucommonly quick and aeourate.
i~ heud, and sometimes also his body, shook with
2 kiud of motion like the effect of a palsy : he ap-
peared to be ficyuently disturbed by cramps, or
cunvulsive contructions(‘p, of the natare of that
di-temper palled St Vitus s dance. He wore a full
suit of plain brown clothus, with twisted hair-buttons
of the same colour, u large bushy greyish wig, a
plamn  shirt, blach worsted stochings, and silver
buehles. Upon this tour. when journeying, he wore
boots, aud u very wide brown cloth great eoat, with
pockets whieh might have almost held the two
volumes of his folio Dictiovary ; and he carried jr |
his hand a large Eughsh osk stick.  Let me ot be
censured for mentioming sueh minute particalars;
every thing rdative to se great 2 man is worth
obseming. 1 remunber Dr. Adam Smith, in his
thetorical lectures at Glasgpw, told us he was glad
to know that Milton wore latchets in his shoes in-
stead of buchles.(2) When I mention the vak stick,

(1) Such thev appeared to mo; but, dmee the first edition, S
Jothus Reyoolds has ubserved to mie, that  Dr. Johnson's ex-
traordinary gestures were only habite, tn which he indulged
himself at certain times, Wbleu m compeuy, wh;r: he was ok
free, or when engagred earticstly 1n colversution, he néver
way to such ’I:ib"lzm which pm{m that they were not hns::
Ty 1+ For et ot thar peen the Care, e worsbd hieg

i § ot sure not that cane,
wm them m’{lm pubhic ptrests.— B, See antd, Vol.!
p» 161, S Junbun’s reasomng at Jarge. — C,
Q) This war no great dmcovery ; the fastuort off shoe-buckles
" }ung poesor fo Miltan's dey. — C



10 LIFE OF JOHNSON. . 1s

~ it is but letting Hercules have his club; and, by
and-by, my readers will find this stick will bud, and
produce a good joke.

" This imperfuct sketch of “the combination and
the form™ of that wouderful man, whom 1 veneratet
and Joved while in this world, and after whom I
gaze with humble Lope, now that it has pleased
Almighty God to call him to a better world, will
serve to introduce to the fancy of my readers the
capital object of the following journal, in the course
of which T trust they will attain to a considerable
degree of acquainfance with him.

_ His prejudice against Scotland was announcerd
almost as soon as he began to appear in the world
of lettera. In bis “London,” a poem, are the iob
lowing nervous lines: — .
4 For who couid leave, unbribed, Hibernia's land ? | ""
()r change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand§

There none are swept by «udden fate away ;
But all, whom hunger spares, with age decay.”

The truth is, like the ancient Grecks and Remans,
be allowed himself to logk npon all natigns but his’
own s barbarians : not only Hibernia and Scotland,
but Spain, ltaly, and France, are attacked in the
same poem. If he was particularly prejudiced
against the Scots, it was because they were more in
his way ; because he thought their success in Eng:
land rather exceeded the due proportion of their real
merit; and because be could not but see in them
that nationality which I believe no liberal-minded
Scotsman will deny. He was, indeed, if I nay be
sllowed the plirasé, at bottom much of a John Bull;
much of & blunt true-bory Eriglishman. ‘There way
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8 stratum of comion clay under the rock of marble.
He was voraciously fond of good eating; and he
had a great deal of that quality called humour,
which gives an oiliness and a gloss to every other
quality.

I am, T flatter myself, completely a citizen of the
world. In my travels through Holland, Germany,
Switzerland, Italy, Corsica, France, I never felt
myself from home; and I sincerely love “every
kindred and tongue and people and nation.” I
subseribe to what my late truly learned and philo-
sophical fricnd Mr. Crosbie(!) said, that the En-
glish are better animals than the Scots; they are
nearer the sun; their blood is richer, and more
mellow: but when I humour any of them in an
outrageous contempt of Scotland, I fairly own I
treat them as children.  And thus 1 have,at some
moments, found myself obliged to treat even Dr.
Johnson.

Tu Secotland, however, he ventured ; and he re.
turned from it in great good humour, with his
prejudices much lessened, and with very grateful
fuelings of the hospitality with which he was treated ;
as is evident from that admirable work, his * Jours
ney to the Western Islands of Scotland,” which, to
my utter. astonishment, has been misapprehended,
even to ranoour; by many of my countrymen, 3

< To have the company of Chambers and Scatt, he
dcluyad his journey so long, that the court of seasion,

which rises on the 11th of Auguat,wu hmkz up
wm ‘he got to Edinburgh. ,

‘J r‘brmmﬁmwmwmmmmna
Beit post, Avgust 16. ms.]
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On Saturday, the 14th of August, 1773, late in
the evening, I Teceived a note from him, that he
was arrived at Boyd's inn(!), at the head of the

Canon-gate.
¢ Bsturday night,

% Mr. Johnzon sends his compliments to Mr. Boswell,
being just arrived at Buyd’s.”
I went to him directly. He embraced me cordiadly ;
and I exulted in the thought that I now had hin
actually in Calpdonia. Mr. Scott’s amiable manners,
and attachment to our Socrates, at once umited me
to him. He told me that, before I cane in, the
Doctor had unluckily had a bad specimen ot Scottish
cleanliness. He then drank no fermentid liquor,
He asked to have his lemonade made sweeter;
upon which the waiter, with Lis greusy fingers,
~liled a lump of sugar, and put jt into it. The
Doctor, in indignation, threw it out of the window.
Scott said h¢ was afraid he would have knocked
the waiter down.(2) Mr. Johnson [has since] told
me that such another trick was played him at the

cz The sign of the Wte Hom It continved o place from
which coaches used 1o stait till the end of tho eyghteonth con-
tury; sume twelve or fifteen years ago it was 8 carmen's anu, and
haes sinor been beld uawurthy even of that occu umt. and the
18 taken down, It was s hasw hovel. — Wasrvzr Scorr.

t was the best of the only three imwc:’mdmbnrgh. where, at

t tune, of smwy conditun wiated.
‘The room 10 which Juhnson bad 4at used to be panted out by
its later occupants, o Cuaxseay, |

{2) The house was kept by s woman, and she wen called
dachw, which it uun ®» -mmom to Gundy 1m L:Smd.
’L" :‘t first, ¢ h veri,,'nn mpmu.
»mmrmthewdwr, nﬂ\cl«mmu.mdth

o w—
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bouse of alady in Psm.(‘} !ﬁlw Momeﬂ\e
%ldge under my roof. I Tegretted sin- .
eerely I had not also a room for Mr. Beott.
Mr. Johnson and I walked arm-in-arm, up the High
Street, to my house in James's Court(?): it wasa
dusky night: I could not prevent his being assailed
by the evening effluvia of Edinburgh. I heard a
late baronet, of some distinction in the political
world in the beginning of the present reign, observe,
that “walking the streets of Edinburgh at night
was pretty perilous, and a good deal odoriferous.
The peril is much abated, Ly the care which the
magistrates have taken to enforce the city laws
agaiust throwing foul water from the windows ; but,
from the structure of the honses in the old town;
which consist of many stories, in each of which a
different family lives, and there being no covergd
scwers, the odour still continues. A zealous Scots
man would have wished Mr. Johnson to. be without
one of hig five senses upon this eccasion. As we
marched slowly along, he grumbled in my ear, «I
smell you in the dark!” Byt he acknowledged that
the breadth of the street, and the loftiness of the
buildings on each side, made a noble appearance.
- My wifé had tea ready for him, which it is well
known he delighted to drink at sll hours, particularly
when sitting up late, and of which his able defence
sgainst Mr. Jonas Hanway should have obtained
him amugmﬁmtwnrdﬁom tbaEutW‘Gw

(1) hM Nov. 1775 —C.

(3‘}'* h-vwghndum- wﬂ&m%
hxgh.“wbnx.?:&“ Tuhwuhmm;:?{by aplinuh
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pa:ny. He showed nruch complacency npon finding
that the mistress of the house was so attentive to
his singular habit; and a8 no man eould bé more
polite when he chose to he so, his address to her
was most courteous and engaging ; and his convers-
istion soon charmed ber into a forgetfulness of his
external appearance.

- X did net begin to keep a regular full journal till
some days after we bad set out from Edinburgh;
but I have luckily preserved a good many fragments
of his Memorabilia from his very first evening in
Seotland.

We had a little before this had a trisl for mur-
Ader, in which the judges had allowed the lapse
of twenty years since its commission as a plea -
bar, in conformity with the doctrine of prescripion

. ig the civil law, which Svotland and several other
counfries in Europe have adopted. (') He at first
disapproved of this; but then he thought there was
-sométhing in it if there had been for twenty years a
neglect to prosecute a crime which was known.
He would not ailow that a murder, by not being
discovered for twenty vears, should escape punish-
ment. We talked of the ancient trial by duel. He
adid not think it so absurd as is generally supposed ;
« for,” said he, *it was only ullowed when the
-question was in equilibrio, as when one effirmed
and another denfed ; mdtheyhmdanotwnthat
Providence would interfere in favour of him who
was in the right. But as it was found thst, in'a
duel, lwwhpminthe right hed notabmw
aebmee than he vrho was in the wrong, therefore

¢} Se!pod, Augunuim.-qrz -
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society instituted the present mode of trial, and
gave the advantage to him who is in the right.”

* Weat ill near two in the morning, having chatted
a good while after my wife left us. She had ipsisted,
that, to show all respect to the sage, she would give
up her own bedchamber to him, and take a worse.
This I cannot but gratefully miention as one of a
thousand obligations which I owe her, since the
great, obligation of her being pleased to accept of
sne as her husband.

Sunday, Aug. 15.—Mr. Scott came to breakfast,
at which 1 introdured to Dr. Johnson, and him, my
friend 8ir William: Forbes, now of Pitsligo (i), a
man of whom too much good eannot be said; who,
with distinguished abilities and application in his
profession of a banker, is at once a good companion
and a good Christian, which, I think, is sayin
enough.  Yet it is but justice to record, that once,
when he was in a dangerous illness, he was watched
with the anxious apprehension of a general calamity 3
duy and night his housc was beset with affectionate
Wquiries, and, upon his recovery, Te Deum was
the universal chorus from the hearts of his country-
men.

Mr. Johnson was pleased mfh my daughter Ve,
ronica(®), then a child about four mouths vid. She
Al 1000 e g oF g e & Lo of Beatie

(s :!;hha aaint’s name of chm{rmng’:%‘

s & Duteb ady of sho noble houte a;"gommmﬁk:
of ‘which’ theve ds-s full weonmin Boyle's Di
Samily Bad once’s princely right, in Surinam.
mummappomt hytummem, aemuf

Amsterdam, Sommelsdyek, e N
qmmahtm,mmfamuxm&nm
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had the appearance of listening to him. His motions
seemed to her to be intended for her amusement;
and when he stopped she fluttered, and made a little
infantine noise, and a kind of signal for him to begin
again. She would be held close to him, which was
a proof, from simple nature, that his figure was not
horrid. Her fondnes: tor him endeared her still
more to me, and 1 declured she should have five
hundred pounds of additional fortune.

We talked of the practice of the law. Sir Wil-
liam Forbes smid, he thought an honest lawycer
should never undertake a cause which he was satiy-
fied was not a just ome. < Sir,” said Mr. John<on,
“a lawyer has no business with the justice or in-
justice of the cause which he undertakes, unless his
clicut asks his opinion, and then he is boénd to
give it honestly. The justice or injustice of the
Cause is to be decided by the judge. Consider, Sir,
what is the purpose of courts of justice? Rt is,
that every man may have his cause fairly tried, by
men appointed to try causes. A lawyer is not to
tell what he knows to be a lic : he is uot to produee
what he knows to be a%alse deed; but he is not to

ity and opulence, and by intermarriapes is' connected with
m othernﬂuehmﬂiq.hywun 1 mas at the Hague, 1 wos
mehd;fk m"’g‘nﬂ the affection of kindre‘d‘;. The cximm Si:m-
! 4n important charge in ublie, os
Wn ok lives, Me has tmutadm :-Pwith’ his corye.
‘for these iwenty years. My great -
husband of Countess Vieranica, was A]ogander. md:f Kh;m,
ding, that eminent royalist whose character is given by Burnt
in his « History of his own Times.” From the ‘blood of
Bruce flows in my veins. Of such sneestry who would not be
guw?} A::l as *‘w}\&meﬁﬁlﬁc sciat alter” is g;c\llur iy
e et ’ not to seize a opper-
tunity tg let itulg'm:’ gled
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usarp the province of the jury and of the judge,
and determine what shall be the effect of evidence,
— what ghall be the regult of legul argument. As
it rarely happens that a man is fit to plead his own
eause, lawyers are a cluss of the community who,
by study and experience, have acquired the art and
power of arvanging evidence, and of applying to the
points at issur what the law has settled. A lawyer
s to do fur his elient all that his client might fairly
da for himeolf, if' he conld. 1f; by a superiority
of attention, of knowledge, of sLill, and a better
method of comnnieation, he has the advantage of
his adversary. it i~ an advantage 1w which he is
entitled.  There must always be some advantage,
on one side or other ; and it is better that advantage
should be had by talents than by chanee,  If Jaw-
yers were to undertake po causes till they wem
sure they were just, a maun might be precluded
altogether from o tnal of hi- claim, though, were it
Jjudicially examincd. it might be found a very just
claim.” This was «cmual practical doctrine, and
rativnally repressed a tvo gufined serupsiosity of
conscience. (1)

Emigration was at this time a common topte of
discourse. Dr. Johnson regretted it as burtful to
human happiness: “For,” said he, *“it spreads
mwankind, which weakens the defence of a natiom,
and lessens the comfort of living. Men, thinly
scattered, make a shift, but a bad shift, without

.é&ny things. A smith is ten miles off ; they’ll . de
"'Without a nail or a staple. A tailor is far from

(1) |Bee antd, Vol 111. pp. 85, 351.)
VOL. Ty, [~
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them ; they 'll boteh their own clothes. It is bemg
comentmted which produces high convenience.” -
, -SirWilliam Forbes, Mr. Scott, and I, accompanied
M., Johnson to the chapel, founded by Lord Chief
Baron Smith, for the service of the Church of Eng-
land. The Rev, Mr. Carr, the senior clergyman.
preached from these words. — ¢ Because the Lord
reigneth, let the carth be glad.” 1 was sorry to
think Mr. Johnson did not attend to ths sermon,
Mr. Carr’s low voice not being strong enongh to
reach his hearing. A selection of Mr, Carr's ser-
mons has since his death been published by Sir
Williara Forbes, and the world has acknowledged
their uncommon merit. I am well assured Lowd
Mansfield has pronounced them to be excellent. (1)
Here I obtained a prowise from Lord Chief Baron
O;de, that he would dine at my house next dav. 1
presented Mr. Johnson to his l(midup, whe, pohmly
said to him, “ I have not the houour of krowing
you ; but I hope for it, and to see you at my house.
I am to wait on you to-morrow.” This respectable.
English judge. will be long remembered in Scotland,
where he built an v!egant hiouse, and lived in it
magnificently. His own awmple fortune, with the
addition of his sulary, enabled him to be splendidly
hospitable. It may be fortunate for an individual
amongst ourselves to be Lord Chief Baron, and o
. most worthy man (¥) now has the office; buty in
my apinion. it i better for Seotland in general, that,

{1 ]'I‘he‘lht George Carr was bomn at Newgantle, February,
e 1)704, a5 dled suddenly on Suuday, August 18. 1776.]

"38) James Moummery eated o barowet ip 1801, on hix
ignation llumceof(‘hmf Baron.~C. [Hedied in 1508.1
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some of our public employments should be filled by
gentlemen of distinction from the soath side of the
Tweed, as we have .tne penenit of prometion in
England. Suck an interehange wguld make a bepe-
ficial mixture of manncrs, and render our union
more complete. Lord Chief Baron Orde was on
good terms with us all, in a narrow country, filled
with jarring interests, and keen parties ; and, though
I well knew his opinion to be the same with my
own, he kept himseif aloof at a very critical period
indeed, when the Douglas cause shook the sacred
security of birthright in Seotland to its foundation,
a canse which, had it happencd before the Union,
whea there was no appeal to o British House of
Lords, would have left the great fortress of honours
and of property in ruips. (1)

When we-got home, Dr. Johnson desired tg sy
my bovks. He took down Ogden's Sermons on
Prayer, on which T set a very high value, having
heen mueh edified by them, and he retired with
thew to his roow. e did not stay long, but soen
joined us iu the drawing-roopn. T presented to him
Mr. Robert. Arbuthnot (), a relation of the ecele-

(1) 3t musf he recollerted that Mr. Boswell was not only
counsul, but a viokent partisan in this canse,  There wos. in fact,
ho attempt at * shaking the sicved security of bmlm,ﬁm " The.

oRON Wk,  Jo phopt the birthrighit belonged ;" that

Ir. Pouglos was or was oot theson of these hemlled hh,t‘ ""tl
andnnnher.-b-

(2 RohertArbuﬂsmt,Euq. wos, secvetary to henmuaﬁ
Tﬂl?ﬂeﬁ for the W«! P the Arts and Mauuhr.mﬁu
of Scotland; u“mﬁ;imﬁ ¢ was me;ﬂadﬁv his wrm ’\Vm
Lord Froemst n 0| corge U
visited Seotiand, who mm" o hmet%u that ocerbiong and
has lately died much l.lmemod Both father and son’ were
Iétcemnpnuhcd gentlclm.n, mui elem schoits, v Wargun
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brated Dr. Arbuthnot, and a man of literature and
taste. To him we were obliged for a previous re-
commendation, which secured us a very agreeable
reception at St. Apdrew’s, and which Dr. Johnson,
in his © Joumey,” ascribes to “some invisible
friend.”

Of Dr. Beattie, Mr. Johuson said, * Sir, he has
written like a man conseions of the truth, and
feeling his own streugth.  T'reating your adversary
with respect, is giving bim an advantage to which
he is not entitled. The greatest part of men
cannot judge of rcasoning, ard are impressed by
character ; so that, if you allow your adversary a
respectable character, they will think, that though
you differ from him, you may be in the wrong.
Sir, treating your adversary with respect, is striking
soft. {p a battle. And as to Hume, a man who
has s0 much conceit as to tell all mankind that
they have been bubbled for ages, and he is the
wise man who sees better than they — a man who
has so little scrupulosity as to venture to oppose
those principles which lave been thought necessary
to humen happiness — is he to be surprised if
another man comes and laughs at him® If he is
the grest man he thinks himself, all this cannot
hurt him: it is like throwing peas against a rock.”
He added “something much too rough,” both as
to Mr. Hume's head and heart, which I sup-
press. (1) Violence is, in my opinion, not suitable

(1) I:myhnﬁnﬂﬂmitmmmmawbﬂ Mrs.
L0

Piozn relates that id of an eminent infidel, whose name
medmmmhtwhomyvhlgyem Hume or Gibben

Malon thought Gibbon at least,” said
4 allow him O bibrenm s 3 atiot ."" m
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to the Christian cause. Besides, I always lived on
good terms with Mr. Hume, though I have frankly
told him, I was not clear that it was right in me
to keep company with him. “But,” said I, “how
much better are you than your hooks!” He was
cheerful, obligiug, and instructive ; he was charitable
to the poor; and many an agreeable hour have
I passed with him. I have preserved some enter-
tining and interesting memoirs of him, particularly
when he knew himself to be dying, which I may
some time or other communicate to the world. 1
shall not, however, extol him so very highly as
Dr. Adam Swith does, who says, in a letter to Mu
Stéahan the printer (not a confidential letter to
his friend, but & letter which is published (1) with
all formality): < Upon the whole, I have always
considered him, both in his lifetime and sincasdis
dvath, as approachiug as nearly to the idea of a

(1) This letter, though <hatiered by the sharp shat of Dr
Harne of Oxtund's wity 10 the character of « One of the Peaple
?llled Coh;i;uanln." isl l:till preﬁn:gut& Mr.’h:{ume‘u excellent

istory of Fngland, Jike a poor id on the piquet guard, or
like a list of quack medicines sold by the same baokseller, by
whomn & work of whatever nature is publishod ; for it has no
connection with his History, let it have what it may with what
are called bis Philosophical Works. A worthy friend of niine
in London was lately consulted b{“:t %qmmy, of most
distinguished merit, what was the H of E for
her son to read. My friend recommended Hume's, But, upox -
recollecting that its usher was a_superintive ?av i oh one,
who mmdeavoured to sap the credit of eur holy ion, he re-
voked his mmmﬁmu 1 sm reslly for this ostena
tatious alllauce; because 1 admire « The . of Morgl

Sentiments,” and value the tost of “ An ' futa
the Nature and Canses of mf%.mﬁ? Kanons. W?hﬂd

such & writer be 30 fi 1 of comion, o8 10 give say
conntenance to that ity whith woyiiwﬁ.h us
Poor indeed 1™ B '

c$ AR
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perfeetly wisc and virtuous man ss perhaps the
pature of human frailty will permit.” Let Dr
Bmith consider, Was not Mr. Hume blest with
gnod health, good spirits, goud {riends, a competont
and increasing fortune? And had he not also a
perpetual feast of fame*  But, as a learned
friend has observed to me. ¢« What trinls did he
uundergo, to prove the perfection of his virfue? Did
he ever experience any great instance of adversiry ¥
When I read this sentence, delivered by my old pro-
frwsor of mworal philosophy. 1 could not help ex-
cluinring with the Psabnist, “Suarely I have now
more understanding than my feschers!™ ~

While we were talking. there carw a2 note tv b
{rom Dr. Williamn Robertsou.

“ DeAR Sir, — 1 have been vapeeting every day 0
he¥r from you of Dr. Johmson's arrival.  Pray, what do
you know about his motions? I long to tuke him by
the hand. 1 write this frum the college, where 1 have
only this seran of paper.  Ever yours, W.R.

¢ Sunday.”

It pleased me to finde Dr. Robertson thas eager
to meet Pr. Johncon. Iwas glad I could answer
that he was cowme; and I begged Br. Robertson
might be with us as soon as he could.

Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, Mr. Arbuthnot,
and goother gentleman, dined with us, % Come,
D, Jo&mmn, said I, “it is commonly thought
that onr veal in Scotland is not good. But herd
is aome which 1 believe you will fike” There waa'
no eatching him.. " Jounsow. % Why, Sir, whaé
i~ commonly thought, I should take to be true.
Your veal way be good ; but that will only be an
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exeeption to the general opinion, not a. proof X
against it.”

Dr. Robertson, according to the custom of Edin-
burgh at that time, dined in the interval between
the feremoon apd afterncon service, which was
then later than now; so we had not the pleasure
of hiz company till dinner was over, when he came
and drank wine with us; and then began some ani-
mated dialogue, of which here f’ollows a pretty
{ull note,

We talked of Mr. Burke, I)r. Johnson said, he
had great variety of kuowledge, store of imagery,
copionanesy of  Jangrage.  HoverrsoN. « He
bhas wit too.”  Jouxson. “ No, Sir; he never
cprceeds there. 'Tis low; 'tis coneceit. [ used
to suy, Burke never once made a good joke. (1)
What | most cuvy Burke for is, his being, ggn-
stantly the smne.  He is never what we call hum-
druni; never unwiliing to begin to talk, nor in haste
to leave oft”  Boswett. % Yet he can listen
Josnsox. = No; | cannet say he is good ut
that. So desitons is he do talk, that if one is
speaking ar this «rd of the table, he’ll speak to
gsomehody ay the ctuer end. Burke, Sir, is such
a man, that if you met him for tae fiest time in
tha strect, where you were =topped by a drave of
uxen, and you and he stepped aside to take shélter
but for five minutes, he’d talk"to you in such
manner, that, when you pu.rtcd, you wonld say,
This is an extraordinary man.  Now, you phay
be fong enough with me, without ﬂnding any thing

T ) M. B«wel}'slongnohmﬁhmﬁﬂl kn Mu
ﬁwcndofﬂwchnpm,y. .
[ 4 .
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extrgordinary.” He said, be believed Burke was
" intended for the law; but either had not money
enough to follow it, or had not diligence enongh.
He ssid, he could not understand how a man
could apply to one thing, and not to another. Ro-
bertson said, one man had more judgment, another
more ‘imagination. JonwnsoN. “WNo, Sir; it it
only, one man has more mind than another. He
may direct it differently ; he may, by accident, see
the success of one kind of study, and take a desire
to excel in it. I am persuaded that had Sic Isaac
Newton applied to poetry, he would have made a
very fine epic poem. I could as easily apply to law
as to tragic poetry.” (1) BoswerLn. “ Yet, Sir, you
did apply to tragic poetry, not to law.” Jouxsox.
“Because, Sir, ] had not money to study law. Sir,the
man who has vigour may walk to the east, just as
well as to the west, if he happens to turn his head
that way.” BosweLr. “Bat, Sir, ‘tis like walk-
ing up and down a hill; one mas. may naturally do
the one better than the other. A hare will run up
a hill best, from her {gre-legs being short; a dog
down.” JounsoN. <Nay. Sir; that js from me-
chanical powers. If you make mind mechanical,
you may argue. in that manner. One mind is a vice, °
and holds fast; there’s a good memory. Another
is'a file; and he is a disputant, a controversialist.
Another is & razor; and he is sarcastical” We
talked of Whithield. He said he was at the same
college with, him, and knew him before he began

(1) Howmueh o man deceives himself! Johnson, who has
shown n&ub pawers in ethey bines of literature, failed as a tragic
puet—C. ~ .
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to he better than other people (smiling); that he
believed he sincerely meant well, but had a mixture
of politics and ostentation: whereas Wesley though?
of religion only. (') Robertson -said, Whitfield
lad strong natural eloquence, whieh, if culti-
vated, would -have done great things. Jomnson.
“Why, Sir, I take it he was at the height of what
his abilities could do, and was sensible of it. He
had the ordinary advantages of education ; but he
chose to pursue that oratory which is for the mob.”
Bosweryl., “ He had great effect on the passions.”
JonssoN, “Why, Sir, I don’t think so. He could
not represent a succession of pathetic images. He
vociferated, and made an impression. There, again,
wus a mind like a hammer.” Dr.Johnson now
said, a certain eminent political friend (¥) of
ours was wrong in his maxim of sticking to_a
certain set of men on all aceasions. “1 can see
that a man may do right to stick to a party,” said
he, “that is to say, he is a Whig, or he is a Tory,
and he thinks one of those parties upon the whole
the best, and that to makegdt prevail, it must be
generally supported, though, in particulars; it may

(1) That cannot be said now, after the flagrant part which
Mr. John Wesley took against our -American brethren, when,
in his own name, he threw amo his enthusiastic flock the
very individual combustibles of Ldr. Johnson’s “ Taxation no
Tyranny ;" and afier the intolerant spirit which he manifested

inst our fellow Christians of the Roman Cathiolic conveaxnion,
ur which that able champion, Father O'Leary, has him
80 hearty a drubbing. But I should think very un~
worthy, if I did not at the same time ackno “Ms.
Wesley's menit, as a veteran < Soldier of Jesus Christ,” who has,
1 do believe, turned many from gﬂmw into light, and from
the power of Satan to the living God.

(2) Mr. Burke. Sec andl, Vol. 1L o. 268, —Cs
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‘be'wrong. He takes its faggot of principles, in
whieh there are fewer rotten sticks than in the
ather, though some rotten sticks, to be sure;
and théy cannot well be separated. But, to bind
one’s solf to one man, or one set of men (who may
be right to-day, and wrong to-morrow), without
.any general preference of system, T must dis-

approve.”('), '
He told us of Cooke (¥), who translated Hesiod,
and lived twenty years on a translation of Plautus,

{1} If dne attention were paid to this cbservation, there would
ne more virtue even in politics.  What Dr. Johnson justly con-
tremed bas, I am sorry to sav, greatly incrensed jn the present
wiza, At the distagee of four pears frpm this conversstion,
a1st of February, 1777, my Lord Archbishop of York, mn his
“ Sermon before the Socicty for the I'ropagation of the Gowpel
in Foreign Parts,” thus indignantly describes the then state of
parties :—* Parties once huda principle helonging to themn,ahsurd,

and indefensible, but stillbearrying a potion of duty, by
whics honest minds might easily be caught,.  But they are now
cambinations of individuals, whu, instead of being the sons and
servants of the community, nke a leagae for advencing their
private interests, It is ther business to hold high the notion of
political honour. _ I believe and trast, it is bot fnjurious o0 say,
that such 2 bond is no bettor than that by which the lowest and
wickedest combinations are held méguhcr; and that it dedotes
the last stage ofpulitical degravity,

To find s thoughi, which just showed itself to us from the
mind of Johnson, thus apgearing agoin at such a distance of
time, and withott any comimunication between them, enlarged
full growth i the mindiof Markhom, is a curious object of
ilosophical contemplatign. That two such great and luminous
minds should have been sa dark in one corner ; that they should
have held it ta be # wicked rebellion” in the Dritish subjects
established in Awmerica, 16 resist the aﬂm condition of fwl’:ung

all their at_the mercy of British eubjects remaining, as
mmmgom wmman"lonl the king was
0 be mmmmzm.mm.m«m
“he wha sitiéth in Heuren™ scoris the . ess of human pride,
or that the evil wivif, 'whose personal existence 1 strongly be-
Heve, and even'dn the ageam confirmed in that belief by » Fall,
nay, by s Hugd, has more ppwer than some chogse to .
(8) [ Thomas Covke wae horn in 1702, aud died 17561
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for which he was always taking subscriptions ; and
that he presented Foote to a club in the following
singular manner: “ This is the nephew of the gen-
tleman who was Jately hung in chains for murdering
his brother.” (1)

In the evening I introduced to Mr. Johnson (2)
two good friends of mine, Mr. William Nairve, ad-
voeate,and Mr. Ilamilton of Sundrum, my neighbour
in the country, hoth of whom supped with uvs. I
have preserved nothing of what passed, except that
Dr. Johnson displayed another of his heterodox
opinions — a conterupt of tragic acting. He eaid,
* The action of all players in tragedy is bad. It
should be a man’s study to repress those signs of
cmotion and passion, as they are cafled.” He was
of a directly contrary opinion to that of Fielding, in
his « Tom Jones;” who makes Partridge say
Garrick, “ Why, I could act as well as he myself.

(1) Mr. Foote's mother wns the sister of Sir J. Diuely
Guodere, Bart,, aud of Captain Goodere, who commanded
H. M. 8. Ruby, on board which, when lying in King's Road,
Bristol, in January, 1741, the latter caused hix brother to be
forcibly earried, and there barbarBusly maurdered. Captain
Goodere was, with two of his nccomplices, exccuted for this
offence in the April following, ' The circumstances of the case,
and some other facts connected with this family, led to an
opion that Captain Goodere was insanc; and sothe unhappy
circumstances in Foote's life render it probable that 4e had not
wholly eseaped this hereditary ireegularity of mind, —C.
Fonte’s first publication was a pamphletiin defence of his uncle’s
memapy. — Warrn Scorr. ! L3

(2) 1t may be observed, that I sometimes call my friend
Ar. Johnson, sometimes Dr, Johnson; though mmu, thils
e a Doctor’s degroe from Trinity Collpge, Dublin.  The
University of Oxfurd sfierwards cenferred it upan hig by 2
diploma, in very honourable torms. It was some,time before 1.
could bring vayself to call him Bogtor ; but, as be has been lahg
known by that title, 1 shall give it to him in the vest of tius
Journal.'— B, _Johnson never, it seems, ealled higself” Dogler
Sce ante, Vol, I, p. 289., and post, April 7. 1775, = C,
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I am sure, if 1 had seen a ghost, I should have
looked in the very same manner, and done just as
he did.” For, when I asked him, « Would not you,
Sir, start as Mr. Garrick does, if you saw a ghost?”
he answered, “I hope not. If I did, I should
frighten the ghost.” '

NOTE—=on Dr.Johnson's assertion that Mr. Rurke © nover made
a good joke.” — See anid, p. 23.

This was one ef the points upon which Dr. Johnson was
strangely heterodox.  For surely Mr. Burke, with his ather
vemarkable qualities, is also distinguished for his wit, and for
wit of all kinds toog not merely that power of language which
Pope chooses to dengminate wit :

“ True wit is Nfture to-advantage dress'd;
What oft was thought, but ne'er so well expresy'd ;”

nut surprim'{ﬁdhxﬁons brilliant sallies of vivacity, and pleasant
Leits, speeches in parliament are strewed with them.
m!:, for instance, the varicty which he has given in his wide
ange, yet exact detail, whon exhibiting his Reform Bill. And
nis eonversation abounds in wit. Let me put down a specimen.
T tal@ him 1 had seen, at & Sue-stocking assembly, 8 number of
ladies sitting round a worthy and tall friend of ours [Mr. Lang-
twn], listentig to_his literafure, < Av,” said he, *like tnai
round & May«pole.” I told hini, .1 had found out a perfect
definition of hiunan naturey as distinguished from the animal
An ancient philosopher said, man was “s two-legged animai
without festhers;” upon which hix rival sage had a cock plucked
barg, and set him dowu in the school before all the disciples, us
a “yhiio::ghie min”  Dr. Fraoklin swd, man was “a tool
making animal,” whicly is very well; for no snimal but man
makes a thing, by means of witich he can make snother thing.
Bot this iey- to vm of the species. My definition of
man is, ¥ a - L” The beasts have memory, j
ment, and all-the ties and passions of our mind, ina
degree; bus 5o beast js » cook. . The trick oftbemnm
the cat’s paw 1o #0ast 8 chestnut is only a piece of ‘malice

in tbnnqdum humblew us 50 radl i simi-
larity t0 ub. | ,Mmm.,mm;&%n&n'
he ki
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ous opposition, was horne upon the shoulders of the mob, Mr,
Burke (as Mr. Wilkes told me himself, with classical admir-
ation) applied to him what Horace soys of Pindar, —

# e numerisque fertur
Lxcr solutis.”

Sir Joshua Reynolds, who agrees with me entirely as to Mr.
Burke's fentility of wat, said, that this was “ dignifying a pun.’
He also observed, that he has often heard Burke say, in the
course of an cvening, ten good things, each of which would
have served a noted wit (whom he named) to live upon for a
twelvemonth.

T find, since the former edition, that some ns have ob-
Jjected to the instances which 1 have given of Mr. Burke’s wit,
as not deing justice to my very ingentous friend ; the specimens
produced having, it is alleged, more of conceit than wit, and
being merely sportive sullies of the mowment, not justifying the
encomivm which they thimk, with me, be undoubtedly merits.
I way well aware, huw hazardous it was to cxhibit particular
inatances of wit, which is of so uiry and spiritual a nature as
often to clude the hand that attempts to grasp it.  The excel-
lence and efficacy of a bun mot depend frequently so much on
the vecasion on which it 1s spoken, on the particular manner of
the speaker, on the person to whom it is applied, the previous
introduction, and a thousand minute particulars which t
be easity enumerated, that it is always dangerous to detiak, 8
witty seying from the group to which it belongs, and to it
befure the cye of the spectator, divested of those concomitant
circurastances, which gave it anitmation, mellowness, and relief.
1 ventured, however, at all hazards, to put down the Hrst fn-
stances that occurred to me, as proofs of Mr. Burke's lively and
brilliant fancy ; but am very sensible that his numerous friends
could have suggested roany of a superior quality, Indeed, the
beiag in rorn|mu~it.h hum, for ash}gls day, is sufficient to
show that what I huve asserted is well ; and it was unly
necessary to have appealed to all who know him intimately, for
a complete refutation of the heterodox opinion cntertained by
Dy, Johnson on this subject. He allowed Mr, Burke, as the
reader will find hereafter, to be a man of consummate and un-~
rivalled abifities in every light except that now under consider-.
avon; and the variety his allusions, and nr -of, hig
i ery, have made such an impression on alf the rest of the
world, that superficial observers are apt to overlook his ather
roerits, and to suppose that wif is his chief and most prominent,
excellence; when in fact it is only onc of the many talenits that
e possesses, which are so various and e:mrdmm that it is
verz' difficult 10 sscertain precisely the rank value of
each. ; C

1
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CHAPTER II1.

Edinburgh. — Ogden on Pragir. — Lord Hailes. -
Parlioment-House. — The ddvocates’ Library. --
Writing dnggedly. ~—~ The Lnion. =— Queen Bury. -
8. Gilew's. — The Coegute. — The Coliege. — Huly.
roud House. — Swift. — Witchergft. — Lord Mon-
bodds and the QOuran-Qutany. — Actors. — Poetry
and Lexicography. — Scepticism.— Vune and Sedley.
— Maclaurin. — Literary Property. — Boswdil s
Character of Himself. — They leave Edinburgh.

Monday, August 16th.— Dr.WiLLiam RoperTs0N
to breakfast. We talked of Ogden on Prayer.
Dr. Johnson said, < The same arguments which are
used against God’s hearing prayer will serve against
his rewarding good, and punishing evil. He has
resolved, he has declared, in the former case as in
the latter.” He had Jast night looked iuto Lornd
Hailes’s “ Remarks on the History of Scotland.”
Dr.' Robertson and I said, it was a pity Lord
Hailes (*) did not write greater things. His lordship
had not then published his «“ Anbals of Seotland.”
JouxsoN. “Iremember I was once on a visit at
the house of a lady for whom I had a high respect.
There was a good deal of company in the room.
When ﬂzeyweregone, I mdto this lady, ¢ What

1 [Sumlé. Vol. 1L p. 217.]



XErar. 64. EDINBURGH, 81

foolish talking have we had!’ —* Yes,” said she,
‘but while they talked, you said nothing.” I wus
struck with the reproof. How much better is the
man who does any thing that is innocent, than he
who does nothing! Besides, I love anecdotes. 1
fancy mankind may come, in time, to write all
aphoristically, except iu narrative; grow weary of
preparation, and conueetion, and illustration, and all
those arts by which a big book is made. If a man
is to wait till he weaves aneedotes into a system, we
may be loug in getting them, and get but few, in
comparison of what we might get.”

Dr. Robertson ~aid, the notions of Eupham Mae-
allan, a fanatic woman, of whom Lord Hailes gives
a sketeh, were still prevalent among some of the
presbyterians : and, thevefore, it was right in Lord
Hailes, 2 man of known piety, to undeceive them.

We walked out, that Dr. John=on might see sote’
of the things which we have to show at Edinburgh.
\We went to the Parlianent-house (1), where the par-
liament of Sentland sut, and where £ ordinary lords
of session hold their courts, and to the new session-
house adjoining to it, where our eourt of ffteen (the
fourteen ordinaries, with the lord president at their
Lead) sit as a court of review. We went to the
advocates’ library, of which Dr. Jobnson took a .
cursory view; aund then to what is called the Laigh
(or under) Parliament-house, where the records of

(1) It was on this visit to the fnrliummt-homtz that Mr..
Heury Erskine (brother of Lord Bu¢han and Lord Erekine),
afler being presented to Dr. Johnson by Mr. Boswell, and
having miade his bow, slipped a shilling into Boswell's
whispering that it was for the sight of his bear. — Wivren
Scortn  [This was the subject of 4 votemporsry caricature,]
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Seotiand, which has an universal security by register,
are deposited, till the great register office be fin-
ished.(') I was pleased to behold Dr. Samuel John-
son rolling about in this old magazine of antiquities.
There was, by this time, & pretty numerous circle of
us attending upon him. Somecbody talked of happy
moments for compasition, and how a man can write
at one time, and not at another. ¢ Nay,” said Dr.
Johnson, «a man may write at any time, if he will
set himself doggedly to it.”" (*)

I here began to indulge old Scottish sentiments,
and to express a warm regret, that, by our union
with Englaud, we were no more; our independent
kingdom was lost. Jomwsox. “ 8ir, never talk
of your independency, who could let your quecn
remain twenty years in captivity, and then be

ut to death, without even a pretence of justice,
without your ever atlempting to rescue her; and
sucha queen too! as every man of any gallantry of
spirit would have sacrificed his life for.” Worthy
Mr. James Kerg, keeper of the records. * Half
our nation was bribed by English money.” Jonn-
sON. %Sir, that is no defence: that makes you
worse.” Good Mg. Brown, keeper of the advo-
cates’ Library. <« We had better say nothing about
it.” " Boswerr. * You would bave been glad,
however, to have had us last war, Sir, to fight your
battles 1”. Jomxnson. “We should bave had you

%1) mﬁr.zmu on«umomotmomhwm
;;Mmmwmmm |

‘suppose he meant n,“wiﬂ: Mmm&nlw
10 that of 3 sullen W
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for-the same price, though there had been no union,
as we might have had Swiss, or other troops. No,
no, I shall agree to a saparation. You have only
to go hame” Just as he had said this, I, to divert
the sulject, showed him the signed assurances of
the three successive kings of the Hanover. fami'i‘j, to
maintain the presbyterian establishment in Secot-
land. ¢ We Il give you thut.,” said he, % into thc
bargain.” (¢)

We pext went to the great chureh of St. Giles,
which has lost its original magnificence in the
inside, by beiug divided into four plares of. pres-
bytorian worship. * Come,” ssid Dz, Johnson
Jjocularly to Principal Robertson (%), « let me
sce what was once a church !” We entered that
division which was formerly called the New Church, -
and of late the High Church, so, well known by the
cloquence of Dr. Hugh Blair. It is now véry.
clegantly fitted up; but it was then . shanefully
dirty. Dr. Johnson said nothing st the time ; but
when we game to, the great door of the royal
infirmary, where, upon & board, was this inseription,
“ Clean your feet!” he turned’about slyly, snd said,

1) The meaning scems to be that, in a ﬁtofhpobdé
lar ty)', Johmson nu‘wn!hng. in consideration of %
g S I e O e
m erring, of tourse, waris were mgn .
15’ hnson ‘meant thas the &m&. were
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% There is no ocoasion for putting this at the doors
of your churchea § "

We thed eonducted him down the Ppsthousew
stairs, Parliament-close, and made him look up from
the Cowgate to the highest building in Edinburgh
{from which he had just descended), being thiricen
floors or stories from the ground upon the back ele~
vation; the frontwall being built opon the edgeof the
hill, and the back wall rising frami the bottom of the
hill several stories before it cumes to alevel with the
front wall.(!) We proceeded to the college, with the
Principal at our head. Dr. Adam Fergusson, whose
« Essay on ¢he History of Civil Society " gives him
a respectable place in the renks of literature, was
with vs.  As the college buildings are indeed very
mean, the Principal said to Dr. Johnson, that he
pust give them the same epithrt that a Jesuit did
“when showan& a poor colloge abroad: ¢ He
miserie nostre.” Dr. Johnson was, however, much
pleased with the library, and with the conversation
of Dr. James Rohertson, professor of Oriental

the librarian. We talked of Kennicot's
edition of the Hebrew Bible, and hoped it woukl
be quite faithful. Jouxsow. ¢ 8ir,I know aot
auy erime o great that & man could contrive to
commit, 8s poisoning the sonrces of cternal truth

1 pointed out to him whore there fornserly etood
an o&dwﬂanclomgputofthe college, which 1
remember bulged out in a threatening manner, and
of which there was q common tradition similar to

DR e T

"
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thet concemning Bacon's study at Oxford, that it
would fall npon some very learned man. It had
some time before this been taken down, that the
street might be widened, and a more convenient
wall built. Dz, Johnson, glad of an opportunity to
have a pleasant hit at Scottish learning, said, « They
have been afraid it never would fall.”

We showed bim the royal infirmary, for which,
and for every other exertion of gemerous public
spirit in his power, that noble-minded citisen of
Edinburgh, George Drummond(}), will be ever
held in honourable remembrance. And we were
too proud not to carry bim to the abbey of Holy-
rood House, that beautiful piece of architectute,
but. alas | that deserted mansion of royalty, which
Hamilton of Bangour, in one of his ¢legant poems
cal

15 “Aﬁnmpdacqwhunmm‘udnm' s
« I was much entertained while Principal Robert-
son fluently harangued to Dr. Johnson, upon the
spot, concerning scenes of lis celebrated History of
Seotland. We surveyed that gart of the palace ap-
propriated to the Duke of Hamilton, as kaeper, in
which our beautiful Quern Mary lived, and in
which David Rizzie was murdered, and also the
state rooms. Dr. Johnson was & great reciter of all
worts of things, serious or comieal. I overheard
itim W herq. in's kind of muttering tone,

anim &me
m‘ “ h'alnmvm
:puwn mmmm."]



86 Lign U JORNsON. ¥ . 4

a line of the old ballad, “ Johnny Armstrong’s Last
Good Night,"
« And vin lum through #iik fate body{1)!*

‘We returned to my house, where there met him,
at dinner, the Duchess of Douglas(?), Sir Adolphus
Oughton, Lord Chief Biron [Orde], Sir William
Forbes, Principal Robertson, Mr. Cullen, advocate,
Before dinner, he told us of a exrions conversation
between the famous George Faulkner and him.
{reorge suid, that England bad drained Ireland of
fifty thousand pounds in specie, annually, for fifty
vears. “ How so, Sir?” said Dr. Johnson : * you
raust kave v gmttnde?" No trade.”—* Very
vieh minu?“ ¢ No mines.” —* From whenoe,
Yhen, does all this money come? ” — « Come ! why
out of the blood and bowels of the poor people of
Freland 1”

He seemiad ¥ me to have an unaceountable pre-
judice agninst Bwift (3); for I onee took the liberty

(1) ‘The stansa Sowm which e took this ke is e

“Buwnxnv Edigburgh,
AM,
M MW&&W!"

T L
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to ask ki, if Swit hed personally offended him,
td be told me, he had not. He said to-day, “Swift
is clear, but be ig shallow. In coarse humour he 13
inferior to Arbuthuot; in delicate hymour he 1s
inferior to Addison. So he in inferior to his con-
temporarics, without putting him against the whole
world. 1 doabt if the ¢ Tale of a Tub® was his; it
has so niuch more thinking, mora knowledge, more
power, mote colour, then anr of the works which
are indisputably his, If it vas hig, 1 shall only say,
©e was impar sibi.”

We gave him ap good & dinner as we could, Our
Secotch muirdonl, or grouse, were then gbupdant,
and quite in season ; and, so far as wisdom and wit
can be aided by administering agrecable sensations
to the palate, my wife took care that gur great
guest should not be deficient,

Sir Adolphus Oughton, then ayr deputy com-
mander in ohief who was not only an exoellent
afficer, but one of the most univereal scholara(}) 1
ever knew, had lonrned the Erce language, and ex-
pressed his belief in the augheutivity of Ossian's
Poetry. Dz, Jolinson tooh the opposite gide of thas
perplexed questioty, sad 1 was afraid the dispute
would have mun bigh betweon them. But Sw

Adolphus, whq bad » wery sweet temper, changed
the discourse, grew s at Loxd Mon-
‘hoddo's motion of men and called him. a

judge o posteriori, which amyaped D Johnsos, and

« (1) Lot Stowsl} remembers with | #he clsgunoe
MWTWW“W‘&

»
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At wupper we had Dr. Cullen, his son the advo-
cate, Dr. Adam Fergusson, and Me. Crosbie, advor °
cate.(!) Witcheraft was introdnesd. Mr. Crosbie
said he thought it the greatest blasphemy to suppose
evil spirits counterncting the Deity, and raising
storms, for instance, to destroy his creatures. Jonn-
soN. “ Why, Sir, if moral evil be connistent with
the governmest of the Duity, why may not physical
evil be also comsistent with it? 1t is not more
strange that there should be evil spirits than evil
men: evil unembodied ppirits, than evil embodicd
spirits. And as to storms, we know there are such
things; nd it is no worse that evil spirits raise

* them than that they rise.” Crossiz. « But it is
wot credible that witches should have rffected what
they are said in atories to have done.” Jouxson.
« 8ir, I am not defending their credibility. I am
only seying that your argaments are not good, and
will not ovérturn the belief of witcheraft, - (Dr.
Ferguston said to me aside, ¢ He is right.) «~ And
then, Sir, you have all mankind, rude and oivilised,
agreeing in the belief,of the agency of preternatural
povers. You must take evidemcs; yon mast con-
sider that wise and great men have wondemned
witches to die.” Cxossiz. * But an sct of par-
Itazaent put ap end to witchctafl.” Jonwsox, *No,
Sir, witchoreft had ceased ; and, therefore, an sot of
M was passed Lo prevent persecution for

wits pot witchoraft, Why it ceased we cannot
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tell, as we cannot tell the reason of muny other
things.” Dr. Cullen, to keep up the gratification of
mysterious disquisition, with the grave addrese for
which he is remarkable in his companionable as in
his professional hours, talked, in a very entertaining
manner, of peoplé walking and conversing in their
slecp. I am very sorry I have no note of this.(1)
We talked of the ouran-outang, and of Lord Mon-
boddo's thinking that h® nnught be taught to speak.
Dr. Johneon treated this with ridicule. Mr. Crosbie
said that Lord Monboddo believed the existenee of
every thing possible ; mn short, that al} which is tn
posse mught be found in esse. Jonnso®  « But,
Sir, i1t 12 as possible that the onran-outang does not
spssk, as that he speaks. However, I shall not
contest the point. I should have thought it not
possible to find a Monboddo; yet Ae exists.” 1
aguin mentioned the stage. Jonxso¥. < The ap-
pesrance of a player, with whom I have drunk tea,
eounteracts the imagination that he is the character
ke represents. Nay, you know, nobody immgincs that
he is the character he represpnts. They say, ¢ See
Garriek | how ke looks to-night] Eee how he'll
clutch the dagger!’ That is the buzz of the theatre.”
Tmy, M' 17¢""3" Wlnism Fm [
to breakfast, and dwought with him Dr. Blacklook,
whom he introduced to Dr. Johnson, who veseived*
him with a most humane domplacency ; # Dear Dr.
Blacklock, I um glad to me youl" Blacklock

(1) Boe in the Life of in Andorsos’s Brit,
LR R
L]
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saédued to be much surpriscd when Dr. Johnson
eaid, 4it was easier to him to write poetry than to
his Dictionary. His mind was less on the

stretch in doing the onc than the other.(*) Besides,
compbaihg a dictionary requires books and a de<h :
ygh ctn muke a poem walking in the fields, or lying
st bed” Dr. Blacklock spoke of scepticism i
morels and veligion with apparent unecasincss, as if’
he wished for more eertunty.(2) Dr. Johuson,
who had thought it ait over, aud whose vigorous
undermtanding was fortified bv much experience,
thus the blind bard to apply to higher
spec what we all willingly submit to in com=
mane life : in short, he gave him mure familiardy the
able and fair rensomng of Butler's Analogy : “Why,
Siv, the eonvern we bave in this world, the
choiee of pur profession, must be determined with-
ont demounstrative ressoming. Humaun lify i not
yet 50 well known, as that we can have it: and
take the ease of 2 man whos L. 1 call twe phy-
sicians ; they differ in opinion. | am not to lio
down, and die betweenythem : I must do something.”
The convetuntion then turned on atheiom ; oo that
horrible book, Sywdme de fn Nutares and on the
supposition of an ¢bernal neodssity without design,
without & geverning vhind. Jowwsom, “If it were
mwﬁym umr Why don’t we see mih
us m? Why, st lenst,

?5 Thide 5 wiv noy etaltact which re-

ﬂu oo~
for ane who % of

Pt Lo
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does it not kecp puace, in some measure, with the
vrogress of time 7 If it stopa because there is now
no need of ity then it is plaan theve is, and ever has
been, an all-powerful intelligence. But stay ! (saxd
h¢, with vne of his satyrie laughs), Ha! ha! hal
1 shall suppose Scotchmen made necessarily, and
Englishmen by chosee.”

At dioner this day we had Sir Alexander Dick,
whose amiuble character and ingenious and oulti-
vated wind are 50 generally known ; (he was then
on the verge of seventy, and 18 now (1785) eighty~
oue, with hin faculues entire. ny heart warm, and
s temper gayd (), Sie David Dalrymple, Lord
Hailes, Mr. M.claurin, advocate; Dr. Gregory,
who now wortluly fills lus fathers medical chair;
and my uncle, Dr. Boswell. This was one of Dr.
Jobnyon's best duys. He was quite in his element.
All was literature and taste, withont any interrup-
uon, Lord Hules, who is one of the best philule-
guts in Great Britain, who hus written papers in
the World, and a variety of other works in pruse
and in verse, both Latin and English, pleased him
highly. He told him he had discovered the Life of
Cheynel, in the Stulent, to be his. Jomxsow.
“ No ane else knows it." Dr. Johnson had before
this diciated to we & law-paper () upem & question
puely in the law of Bootland, congerning vicions
wnlromisnon, that is to swy, insarmeddling with the
efieets of 2 decensed perwon, without a regulne title
which formerly wap undersiood to subjéct the jover

(2) [SiF A, Dick wns.brn In 1708 dtod Mo, 10. T84

(2) See Vol, JTL g ¥4 and Appendix, Now XTaefi ~ *
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mioddier to paywent of 3ll the defunct’s debts, The
prindiple has of late been relaxed. Dr. Johnson's
nrguinent was for a venewal of its striotness. The
peaper was printed, with additions by me, and given
iaso the eourt of session. Lord Hailes knew Dr.
Johnson's part dot to be mine, and pointed out ex-
aotly where it began and where it ended. Dr.
Johnson said, It is much now that his lordship can
distinguish s0.”
In Dr. Johnson’s Vanity of Human Wishes there
is the following passage : —
“ The teeming mother, saxious for her race,
Begn, for esch birth, the fortune of a face;
Yet Vane conld tell what 1lls from beauty sprng :
And Bedley cursed the charms which pleased a king.”
Lord Haitos told him he was mistaken m the
instances he had given of unfortunate fair ones,
for peither Vane por Sedley had a title to that de-
scription.  His lordship has since been so obliging
as to sand me a note of this, for the communication
of'which I am sure my readers will thank me.

“ The Hves in the tenth Batire of Juvenal, according
to my alteration, should run thus : —
# Vet Shose(!) could tell —;
MVM('}M——.

“The firet was 8 , the second
%ym; dela
ﬂﬂlfmm bentiment) in the

‘”ORMMV 3), who was far
e W‘MMWE:;& :u :o“ugly

%#MIV. £2) Minwess of Lotty XXV,
(a) £290.-C.
£4) Cathwion , created Conntess of Tiorchemter for

!
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that Charles 1L said his beother had her by wey of
ponance” (')

Mr. Maclaurin's (7) learning and talents cnabled
him to do his pait very well in Dr. Johnson's com-

pany. He produced two epitaphs upon his father,
the celebrated mathematician. One was ip English,

life. Hew father, 8ir Charles, resenting the seduction of his
5 jomed in the Whig méasures of the Revointion, snd

exoused hiz revolt from James under an momesl of
w‘f@. “ His " smd he, *bhaving done ms the un-
for honour of ing my daughtor & rotntess, I canuotdo

loss 1n return than endeavour 10 make his danghter & guwen.”C.,
1) Lord Hatles wus wical.  Vane was or,
.nf.u’,. mure to our mhwmf.w 5o to urmmynllum:

are morally just, Has ' of a

::o .(wx}t tlmm . "blnlt“ MW hke
TYy eSen ete's or ¢ a
Miie, De In Vanérs, httle known and lois oered for sme

W s amouTens,
Qﬂfwu‘mﬂmuﬁ-&
2) Mr. Maclaurn, advoeate, of'the mwathematician,
am(h)\m:wuduu .-ﬁn"i;mm??mmm
¥ & s 3 but wng:

of
He wrote some ﬁ
h::uomﬁn'mthe: wete partioaluly

of a slave

B e e e
:t&em mmwmmwwm
heavy funtures, l%ﬁﬁ the
v;‘:‘..' =0 o .4

2 Hm sl Scwters deoh, pon Tulle carini = WiAwA Soore,
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of which Dr, Johnson did not change ome word.
In the other, which was in Latin, he made weveral
shtevdtions. In place of the very wonds of Virgil,
*LFisi luctas et pavor et plurime mortis imago,” he
wrdte  Ubi luctus regnaut et pavon” He introy
duced the word.proreus into the line * Mortelibis
prorsus non absit solatium ;" and after + Hujus onim
scripta evolve,” he added, * Mentemque tantarum
rerum eapapem corpori caduco superatitend crede ;"
which is quite applicable to Dr. Johnson himself.(?)

Mr. Murray, advecate, who marricd a nicce of
Lord Mansfield’s, and i» now one of the judges of
Scotland, by the title of Lord Henderland, sat with
us 2 part of the evening: but did not venture to say
any thing that I remamber, though be is certainly
possessed of talents which would have enabled him
to have shown himsclf to advaatage if too great
anxjety bad not pgevented him.

At supper we bad Dr. Alexander Wobstgr (2),

(1) EWM‘: momd on : _u_:u*blo tomb-
; ot

- %
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whe, though not leamed, bad ek a knowledge of
sankind, such a fund of informstionapd entertain.
ment, s clear a kead, and such aseomunodating
manners, that Dr. Johusot found him & very agree.
able companion.

When Dr. Johnson and I were left By ounrselves,
1 read to him my notes of the opinions of our judges
upon the questions of literary property. He did not
like them; and said, * they make me think of your
judges not with that respect whieh I should wish to
do.* To the argument of one of them, that there
can be no property mn blasphemy or nonsense, he
abawited, * then your rotten sheep are munel.s
By that rule, when a man's house falls into deeay,
be must lose it.” (1) I mentiowed an argument of
ming, that literary performances are not taxed. As
Churchull eays,

# No statesman yet has thought it wortls his pios
To tax oty labouts, or exciod our bemne; "

Mood = Think ™" n{sdtlunm; % why be would not be-
hieve lus own cyes. Wartsn Score.

1) Dr. Johnson's illusteation sesophistical, and
boin)mdmm;hwnm’-d\wt =
Iaw will

Soa e e

e S A s
IO
which the ownet thus abuses. m@lmm have
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and therefore they are not property. * Yet,” said
he, “ we hang a man for stealing a horse, and horses
are not taxed.” Mr. Pitt hes since put an end to
that argument.

Wednesday, Aug. 18.—On this day we set
out from Edinbargh. We should gladly have had
Mr. Scott to go with us, but he was obhiged to re-
turn fo England. I have given a sketeh of Dr.
Johnson: my readers may vwish to know a little of
his fullow-traveller, Think, then, of a gentleman of
ancient blood, the pride of which was his predonu-
nant passion. He was then in his thirty-third year,
and had been about four ycars happily married.
His inclination was to be a soldier, but his father, o
respectable judge, had pressed lim into the profession
of the law. He had travelled a good deal, and ween
many varieties of human life. He Lad thought more
than any body had supposed, and had a prc tty good
stock of general learning and knowludgc. He had
all Dr. Johnson's principles, with smwe degree of
relaxation. He had rather too little than too much
prudence; and, his imaaqmatmn being livily, he often
said things of which the elfect was very different
from the intention. Fie resembled sometimes

“ The best good man, with the worst-natured muse.”

He cannot deny himself the vanity of finishing with
the encomium of Dr. Johoson, whose friendly par-
tiglity to the compavion of his tour represcats him
as one, “ whose acuteness would help my inquiry,
and whose gaiety of eenversation, and civility of
manners, are sufficient to cvunteract the inconve-
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niences of travel, in countries. leuhoapiuble than
we have passed.”

- Dr. Johnson thonght it uaneoemlryto put him-
self to the additional experise of bringing with him
Francis Barber, his faithful black servant; so we
were attended only by my man, Joseph Ritter (1), a

"Bohemian,  fine stately fellow above six feet high,
who hat heen over a great part of Europe, and
spoke many languages. He was the best servant I
ever saw. Let not my feaders disdain his introduc-
tion.; for Dr. Johnson guve kim this character:
# Sir, he is a civil man and a wise man.”

From an erroncous apprehension of vivlence, Dr.

Johnson had provided a pair &f pistols, some gun-
powder, and a quantity of bullets : but upon being
assured we should run no risk of meéeting any rob-
bers, he left his arms and ammunition in an open
drawer, of which he gave my wife the charge. He
also left in that drawer one volume of a pretty full
and curious Diary of his Life, of whi¢h I have a few
fragments ; but the book has been destroyed. I
m«h female curiosity had been strong enough to
have had it all wanseribed, which might easily have
been done, and I'should think the theft, being pro
bunio publico, might have been forgiven.  But I may
be wrong. My wife told me shg never once loaked
into it. She did not seém gquite easy when we: Ieﬁ
hu' bm: u\uy we wentb

i e ‘.ﬁ? m .,me & '

e . e 2OV e



L] ' LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1778

CHAPTER IIL

Frith of Forth,— Inch Keith, — Kinghorn,— Cupar,—
Composition of Perliament, — Influence of Peers. —
_ St. Andrews.— Literature and Patronage,— Writing
.and Conversation. ~ Change nf Manners. — Dvrink-
tng and Smoking. — The Union. — St. Rule’s Chapel,
w—John Knox.— Retirement from the World. —Din-
ner with the Professors. — Subscription of Articles.
— Lotin Grace. — Skarps Monument. — St. Sal.
vadar’s. — Dinnet to the Professors. — Instructions
Jor Composition. — Supper at Dr. Watson's, — Un-
. '-oertainty of Memory. — Glservance of Sunday, —
' Wieds ¥n Socotlund. — Leuchars. — Transubstuntia-
| jt#m,— Literary Property.— Montrose.

Ma. Namne (1), advocate, was to go with us as far
‘as-St. Andrew’s, It gives me pleasure that, by men-
tioning his pame, 1 connect his title to the just and
hahdsome complimeny paid him by Dr. Johnson, in
his bogk : « A gentleman who could stay with us
only long enough to make us know how much we
lost by his leaving us.” When we came to Leith,
o3 Mo i Xt e e
EETae RpirriTeEe i
ﬁubehum oor es's ene. grroneously.; and es the
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I talked with perhaps too boasting an air, how
pretty the Irith of Forth looked; as indeed, after
the prospect from Constantinople, of which I have
heen told, and that from Naples, which I have
seen, I believe the view of that Frith and its envi-
rons, from the Castle-hill of Edinburgh, is the finext
prospeet in Europe.  “« Ay,” said Dr. Johnsou,
“ that is the state of the world. Water is the same
every where. )
“+ [Ina est injusti ceerula forma maris.’ “(1)

I told him the port hers was the mouth of the
river or water of Leith.  Not Lethe,” said Mr.
Nairne. * Why, Sir,” said Dr. Johnson, “when a
Seotchman sets out from this port for England, he
forgets his native country.” Nairve. “ 1 hope.
Sir. you will forget England here.” Jonxsow.
«Then *twill be still more Lethe” He observed of
the pier or quay, “ You have no occasion for so
lurge a one; your trade does not require it: bat you
are like a shopkeeper who takes a shop, not only
for what he has to put into it, but that it may be
believed he bas a great deal o put into it.” It is
very true, that there is now, comparatively, little
trade upon the eastern cuvast of Scotland. The
riches of Glasgow show how much there is in the
west; and, perhaps,-we shall find trade travel west-
vardonugrentsulém‘swellasasmall.

We talked of a man's drowning himnelf. JouN-

1) Non illic mmmrahm
o nau:- mm{mmh Mm L,

Nor groves nor qomﬂnmﬂeumn sham,
Unvaried still its azure susface flows. '

VOL. IV. '
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soN. “I should never think it time to make away
with mysclf.” I put the case of Eustace Budgell,
who was accused of forging a will, and sunk himself
in the Thames, before the trial of its authentieity
came on. “Suppose, Sir,” said I, « that a man is
absolutely sure, that, if he lives a few days longer,
he shall be deteoted in a fraud, the consequence of
which will be utter disgrace and expulsion from
society.”  Jonwnson. ¢ Then, Sir, let him go
abroad to a distant country; let him go to some
place where he is not known. Don’t let him go to
the devil, where he s known!”

He then said, “I see a number of people bare-
footed here: I suppose you all went so before the
Union. Boswell, your ancestors went so when they
nad as muoch land as your family has now. Yet
Auchinleck is the Field of Stones; there would be
bad going bare-footed there. The lairds, however,
did it.” I bought some speldings, fish (gencrally
whitings) salted and dried in a particular mamner,
being dipped in the sca and dried in the sun, and
eaten by the Scots by way of a relish. He had
never seen them, though they are sold in London.
I insisted on Scottifying (1) his palate; but he was
very reluctant. With difficalty I prevailed with
him to let a bit of one of them lie in his mputh.
He did not kke it.

In crossing the Frith, Dr. Johnson determined
that we should land upon Inck Keith. © On ap-
proaching it, we first observed a high rocky shore.

(3) My friend, General Campbell, Governor of Madris, teils

me, that they make-speldings in the Kast Indies, particularly at
Bombay, w\"l!nyarc they call thery Bambaloes. ]
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We coasted about, and pat into a little bay on the
north-west.  We clambered up a very steep ascent,
on which was very good grass, but rather a pro-
fusion of thistles. There were sixteen bead of
black cattle grazing upon the island. Lord Hailes
obscrved to me, that Brantome calls it L'isle des
Chevaux, and that it was probubly “a safer stable”
thun many others in his time. The fort, with an
inseription on it, Maria Re: 1564, is strongly bailt.
Dr. Johnson examined it with much atteution. He
stalked like a giant among the luxuriant thistles
and nettles. There are three wells in the island.
bt we could not find one in the fort. There must
probably have beeu one, though now filled up, as @
garrison could not subsist without it.” (!) But I have
dwelt too long on this little spot.  Dr. Johnson
afterwards bade me try to write a deseription of our
discovering Inch Keith, in the usual style of travel-
lers, describing fully every particular ; stating the
grounds on which we concluded that it must have
once been inhabited, and introducing many sage re-
flections, and we should sce haw a thing might be
covered in words, so as to induce people to come
and survey it. Al that was told might be true, and
yet in reality there might be nothing to see.  He
said, “ I'd have this island. I'd build a house, make
a good landing-place, have a garden, and vincs, and
all sorts of trees. A rich man, of a hospitable turn,
here, would have many visiters from Edinburgh.”

(1) The remains of the fort have been vemoved, to assist in
constructing a very uscful lighthouse upon ihe island, «
Wavrzn Scorr. .

e 2
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When we had got into our boat again, he called to
ine, *Come, now, pay a classical compliment to
the island on quitting it.” I happened luckily, in
allusion to the beautiful Queen Mary, whose name
is upon the fort, to think of what Virgil makes
Zneas say, on having left the country of his
charming Dido: —
« Invitus, regina, tuo de Hittore cessn” (1)

“Very well hit off I said he.

We dined at Kinghorn, and then got into a post-
chaise. Mr. Nairne and his scrvant, and Joseph,
rode by us. We stopped at Cupar, and drank ieas
We talked of Parliament ; and 1 said, T supposed
very few of the members knew much of what was
going on, as indeed very few gentlemen know much
of their own private affairs. Jonxson. “ Why, Sir,
if a man is not of a sluggish mind, he may be his
own steward. If he will look into his affairs, he
will soon learn. So it is as to public affairs. There
must always be a certain number of men of busivess
in parliament.” Boswere. <“But eonsider, Sir,
what is the House of Commons? Iz not a great part
of it chosen by peers? Do you - think, Sir, they
ought to have such an influencer” Jouwsox.
“Yes, Sir. Influence must ever be in proportion
to property ; and it is right it should.” BoswerL
“DBut is there not reason to fear that the common
petiple may be oppressed ?”  Jonnson. «No, Sir.
Our great fear is from want of power in govern-
ment. Suveh a storm of vulgar force has broken in.”

1) #Unl éen !
Unm foreook your fricndly state — Dyyden.
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BosweLt. “It has only roared.” Jomwnsown. ¢Sir,
it has roared, till the judges in Westminster Hall
have been afraid to pronounce sentence in op-
position to the popular ery. You are frightened
by what is no longer dangerous, like presbyterians
by popery.” He then repeated a passage, I think,
in Butler's Remains, which ends, *“and would cry
fire ! five ! in Noah’s flood.” ()

We had a dreary drive, in a dusky night, to St.
Andrews, where we arrived late. We found a good
supper at Glass’s inn, and Dr. Julinson revived agree-
ably. Tle said, % The eollection called ¢ The Muses’
Weleome to King James’ (first of Eugland, and sixtL
of Scotlund), on his return to his native kingdom,
showed that there was then abundance of learning
in Scotland ; and that the conrcits in that collection,
with which people find fault, were mere mode.” He
added, “ We could not now cntertain a sovereign
s0; that Buchanan had spread the spirit of learning

| is 1 “u
o the Amcrainy Mo Budiers Romeoes, p 235, oot 1756
“ 11¢ preaches, indeed, both in scason and out of scason; for
he rails at Popery, when the land is lmost lost in Ty ;
and would cry fire! fire! in Noal's lood.” There is reason 10
Lelieve that this piece was not written by Butler, but by Nir
John Birkenhead ; for Wood, in his Athene Qroniocnses, vol. n.
P. 640, enumerates it among that gentleman’s works, and gives

the following account of it : —

“ ¢ The Assembly Man® {or the charactor of an astembly man), written
1647, Lond. 1662-3, In three sheets in quartn. ‘The of it was taken
from the author by those who said they could not rob, because all way
theire; s0 excised what they liked not ; aud so mangied and refornied w,
that 1t was no character of an ¥, but of themselves, At length,
after it had slept several years, the author gumhh:-d it, toavold falee m?:“’
It _is also reprinted in a hook entitied < Witand Loyally revived,’ in a

ion of some smart satyrs in and prose on the late times, Lond,
VS are sald t0 e writsen by Al , Sir John Birkenhead, and
Hudibras, aliss Sam. Butler.”

. For s information I am indebted to Mr. Reed, of Staple
nn, . .
ES
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amongst us, but we had lost it during the eivil
wars.” He did not allow the Latin poetry of - Pit-
cairne (1) so much merit as has been usually attri-
buted to it ; though he owned that one of his pxmm,
which he mentioned, but whieh I am sorry is not
specificd in my notes, was  very well.” It is not
improbable that it was the poem which Prior has so
elegantly translated. ()

After supper, we made a procession to Saint
Leonard’s coliege, the landlord walking before us
with a eandle, and the waiter with a lantern. That
college had some time before been dissolved ; and
* Dr. Watson (¥), a professor here (the historian of
Philip II.), had purchased the ground, and what
buildings remained. When we entered his court, it
seemed quite academical; and we found in his house
very comfortable and gentcel accommodation. (¥)

Thursday, Aug.19.—We rose much refreshed.
I had with me a map of Scotland, a Bible which
was given me by Lord Mountstuart when we were
together in Haly, and Ogden’s « Sermons on Prayer.”
Mpr. Nairne introduced. as to Dr. Watson, whom we
found a well informed man, of very amiable man-
ners, Dr. Johnson, after they were acquainted,
said, « I take great delight in him.” His daughter,

(1) [Dr. Archibald Pitcairne, born A_; Edinturgh, Decemher

5. 16527 died there, Gctober 90. 171

(2) More likely ths fine cpitaph on John Viscount of Dan-
dee, transiated by Dryden, and beginning Ullime Scotorum, &c.
— Warrea Scan.

(3) Dr. Robert Watson, born at St. Andrews about the year
17305 died March 31. 1781.]

(4) My journal, from this day inclusive, was vead by Dr.

Johuson, .
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& very pleasing yonng lady, made breakfast. Dr.
Watson observed, that Glasgow university had fewer
heme students gince trade increased, as learning
was rather incompatible with it. Jounson. ¢ Why,
Sir, as trade is now carried on by subordinate hands,
men in trade have as much leisure as others; and
now learning itself is a trade. A man goes to a book-
seller, and gets what he can. We have done with
patronage. In the infaney of learning, we find some
great man praised for it. This diffused it among
others. When it becomes general, an author leaves
the great, aud applics to the multitude.” BoswEeLL.
¢ It is & shame that authors ave not now better pa-
tronised.” Josnson. © No, Sir. If learning cannot
support a mau, if he must sit with his hands across
till somebody feeds him, it is as to him a bad thing,
and it is better as it is. With patronage, what
tlattery | what falsehood ! While a man is in equi-
librio, he throws truth among the multitude, and
lets them take it as they please: in pationage, he
must say what pleases bis patron, and it is an equal
ehance whether that be truthyor falsehood.” WaT-
soN. “ But is it not the case now, that, instead of
flatteriog one person, we flatter the age ?” Jonxsox.
* No, Sir. The world always lets a man tell what
he thinks his own way. I wonder, however, that
80 many people have written, who might have let
it alone. That people should endeavour to excel in
conversation, I do not wonder; because in con-
versation praise is instantly reverberated.”

We talked of change of manuers. Dr. Johnson
observed, thst our drinking less than our ancestors

E 4
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was owing to the change from ale to wine. ¢ 1 re-
member,” said he, ¢ when all the decent people in
Lichfield got drunk (}) every night, and werc not
the worse thought of. Ale was cheap, so you
pressed strongly. When a man must bring a bottle
of wine, he is not in such haste. Smoking has gone
out. To be sure, it is a shocking thing, blowing
smoke out of our mouths into vther people’s mouths,
eyes, and noses, and having the same thing done to
us.  Yet I cannot account, why a thing which re-
quires so little exertion, and vet preserves the mind
from total vacuity, should have gone ‘et. Every
man has something by which be cams himself;
beating with his feet, or go. (¢) I remember when
people in England changed a shirt only ouce a week:
a Pandour, when he gets a shirt, greases it t ymake
it last. Formerly, good tradesmen had uo fire but
in the kitchen; never in the parlour, execpt on
Sunday. My father, who was a magistrate of Lich-
field, lived thus. They never began to have a fire
in the parlour, but on leavinr off business, or some
great revolution of sheir life.” Dr. Watson said,
the hall was a kitchen, in old squires’ houses. Joun-
soN. “ No, Sir. The hall was for great ocoasions,
and never was used for domestic refection.” We

(1) Asan item in the history of manners, it may bo observed,
that drinking tc éxcess Mas diminiched greatly in the memory
even of those who can remembor forty ar fifty years. The taste
for smoh'og. however, has revived, probmbly from the military
habits of Kurope during the French wars; but, instend of the
sober sedentary pipe, the ambailatery cizar s now chiefly used.
See anté, Vol. L1, p. 72, an observation of Johnson’s, that in-
sanity had incressed as staoking declined, — C,

(%) Dv. Johmson used to practise this himsclf very much.
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talked of the Union, and what money it had brought
into Scotland. Dr. Watsun observed, that a little
money formerly went as far as a great deal now.
Jounson. “ In speculation, it seems that a smaller
quantity of meney, ¢ual in value to a larger quan-
tity, if equally divided, should produce the same
effect. But it i8 not so in reality. Many more
conveniencies and elegancies are enjoyed where
- money is plentiful, than where it is scarce. Perhaps
a great familiarity with it, which arises from plenty,
makes us more casily part with it.”

After what Dr. Johnson had said of St. Andrews,
which he had lug wished to sce, us our oldest uni-
versity, and the scat of our primate in the days of
episcopacy, I can say little. Since the publication
of Dr.Johuson’s buok, 1 find that he has been cen-
sured for not secing here the ancient chapet of St

"Rule (}), a curious piece of sacred architecture.
But this was neither his fault nor mine. We were
both of us abundantly desirous of surveying such

“sort of antiquities ; but neither of us knew of this,
I am afraid the eensure must fall on those who did
not tell us of it. In every place, where there is any
thing worthy of observation, there should be a short
printed directory for strangers, such as we find in
all the towns of Italy, and in some of the towns in
England. 1 was told that there is a manuseript ac-

(1) 1t is very singular how they could miss secing St. Rule's
chapel, an ecclenastical building, the mast ancient, perhaps, in
Great Britain, It is o square towen, which stands close by the
ruins of the old cathedral. Martin's Reliquin Divi Andrea are

ow publmhed. — Wasren Seorr,  {Martin's History of St

n
Raule's Chapel, forms No. 47. of Bibl. Top. Brit. Lond. 1787,
His Reliquia, written in 1688, wore published in 1767}
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count of St. Andrews, by Martin, secretary to Arch-
bishop Sharp; and that one Douglas has published
a small account of it. I inquired at a bookseller's,
but could not get it. Dr. Jobnson's veneration
for the hicrarchy is well known. There is no
wonder then, that he was affected with a strong
indignation, while he bebeld the ruins of religious
magnificence. 1 happened to ask where John Knox
was buried. Dr. Johnson burst out, « I hope in
the highway.(') I have been looking at his rew
formations.”

It was a very fine day. Dr. Johnson seemed
quite wrapt up in the contemplntinn of the socenes
which were now presented to him. Ile kept his
hat off while he was upon any part of the ground
where the cathedral had stood. He said well, that,
“ Knox had set on 2 mob, without knowing where
it would end ; and that differing from a man in doe-
trine was no reason why you should pull his honse
abont his ears.” As we walked in the cloisters,
there was a solemn ccho, while he talked loudly of
a proper retirement from the world. Mr. Naire
said, he had an inclinstion to retire. 1 called Dr.
Johnson’s attention to this, that I might hear his
opinion if it was right. Jounson, “ Yes, when he
has done his duty to society. In general. as every
man is obliged not only to ¢ love God, but his neigh-
bour as himself,” he must hear his part in active
life; yet there are exeeptions, Those who are ex-

(1) {1t is n little odd, though Boswell has overiooked it, that
Knox was buried in a place which suon after becume, and cver
since has been, a Mighway; nomely, the uld churchyard of St
Gules in Edinburgh. —Wuﬂxw]
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ceedingly scrupulous (whieh I do not approve, for
I am no friend to seruples), aud find their scrupu-
losity invincible, so that they are quite in the dark,
and know not what they shall do, — or those who
cannot resist temptatione, and find they make them-
selves worse by being in the world, without making
it better—may retire. I never read of a hermit, but
in fmagination I kiss his feet ; never of a monastery,
but 1 could fall on my knees, and kiss the pavement.
But I think putting young people there, who know
nothing of life, nuthing of retivement, is dangerous
and wicked. It is a saying as old as Hesiod —

¢"Epya 1n@v, 3o Are piaur, iyure yeplvrow., (3)

That is & very noble line: not that young men
should not pray, or vld men not give counsel, but
that every season of life has its proper duties. I
“have thought of retiring, and have talked of it to
a fricnd : but I find my vocation is rather to active
life.” 1 sail, some young monks might be allowed,
to show that it is not age alone that can retire to
pious solitude; but he thought this would only
show that they could not resist temptation.

He wanted to mount the steeples, but it could
not be done.  There are no good inscriptions bere.
Bad Noman characters he paturally mistook for
half Gothic, half Roman. Oune of the steeples,
which he was told was in dunger, he wished not
to be taken down; “for,” said he, it may fall
on some of the posterity of John Kuox; and Bo

1)  *“Let youth in deods, in counsel man engage
{ Prayer is the proper duty of old age.” e
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great matter! (') Dinner was mentioned. Jour-
SON. Ay, ay, amidst all these sorrowful scenes,
I have no objection to dinner.”

We went and looked at the castle where Car-
dinal Beaton was murdered (¥), and then visited
Principal Mutison at his college, where is a good
library room; but the Principal was abundantly
vain of it, for he seriouly said to Dr. Jolnson,
“You bave not such 2 one in England.” (3)

The profussors eutertained us with a very good
dinner, Present: Murison, Shaw, Cooke, Hill (%),
Haddo, Watson, Flint, Brown. I observed, that
I wondered to see him eat so well, afier viewing
8o wany sorrowful scemes of ruined religious
amagnificence.  “ Why,” said he, “I am not sorry,

(1) These towers have been repaired by the govermment,
with & proper ettention to the antiquities of the coumtry, —
‘Wavren Scorr.

(2) Dawid Beaton, Cardinal and Archbishop of St. Andrews,
was murdered on the 29th of May, 1546, in his castle of St. An.
drews, by Johu and Norman Leslic (of the Rothes family), and
some others, in vengeance, as they alieged (xthquh ne doult
they had alo personal motives ), of the share the cardinal had in
the death of Mr. George Wishart, a protestant ininster of great
reputation, who had lately heen burned for heresy in the car-
dinal's own presence. “ Ihe cardinal way murdered,” says Dr.
Johason In his ¢ Journey,” by the ruflians of rcformation, in
the manner of which Koox has given what he hunself calls a
merry narrative,” — Works, vol. viii. p. 212, — (.

8) % The library,” says Johuson, good-humourcdly, “is not
veg'y)spaciws. b:;rzlagm{: and Juminous. The dorco{hy whom
it was shown hoped to irmtate or ‘subdue my English nmiy by
wlling me, that we hgd no such re?usitmy of books in Tng-
Jund.” The library of 8t. Andrews is, I am informed, 75 feet
long. That of Al Souls, in Oxford, is 198 feet; of Christ
Church, 141; of Queen's, 123; and each of the three divisions
of the Bodleian is more than twice as long as the library of St
Androws, - C,

(4) [Dr. Goorge Hill, author of % Theological Institutes,”
&c.; born in 1750, died in December 1819.]
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after seeing these gentlemen, for they are not
sorry.”  Murison said, all sorrow was bad, as it
was munnuring against the dispensations of Pro-
vidence. Jonwnson. “S8ir, sorrow is inherent in
humanity. As you cannot judge two and two to
be cither five or three, but certainly fovr, so, when
comparing a worse present state, with a better
whick i3 past, you cannot but feel sorrow. Itis
not cured by reason, butby the incursion of pre-
sent ubjects, which wear out the past. You need not
wurmu~, though vou are sorry.” Murison, © But
St. Paul says, * I have learnt, in whatever state I am,
therewith to be content.’”  Jouxsox. “ Sir, that
relates to riches and poverty ; for we see St. Paul,
when he had a thorn in the flesh, prayed earuestly
to have it removed; and then he could noi be
content.” Murison, thus refuted, tried to be smart,
und drank to Dr. Johnson, ** Long way you Jjee-
ture!” Dr. Johnsen afterwards, speaking of his
not drinking wine, said, “The Doctor spoke of
lecturing (lonk‘mo to him), I give all these lec-
tures on water.”

IIe defended reguiring subscnptlon in those ad-
mitted to universities, thus: “ As all who come
into the country must obey the king, so all who
come into an university must be of the Church.”

And here I must do Dr. Johnson the justice to
contradict a very absurd and ill-natured story, as
to what passed at St. Andrews. 1t has been cir-
culated, that, after grace was said in Eoglish, in
the usual manner, he with the greatest marks of
contempt, as if he had held it to be no grace in
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an university, would not sit down till he bad said
grace aloud, in Latin. This would have been an
insult indeed to the gentlemen who were enter-
taining us. But the truth was preciscly thus. In
the course of conversation at dinner, Dr. John-
son, in very good humour, said, *I should have
expected to have heard a Latin grace, among so
many learned men: we bhad always a Latin grace
at Oxford. 1 believe I can repeat it.” Which be
did, as giving the learned men in one place a
specimen of what was done by the learned men
in another place. (!) y

We went and saw the chureh, in which is Arch-
bishop Sharp’s (*) monument. (*) I was struck
with the same kind of feclings with which the
churches of ltaly impressed me. I was much
pleased to sce Dr. Johnson actually in St. Andrews,
of which we bad talked so long.  Professor Haddo
was with us this aftcrnoon, along with Dr. Watson.
We looked at St. Salvador’s College.  The rooum
for students seemed very commodious, and Dr.
Johnson said, the chjapel was the neatest place of
worship he bhad seen. The key of the library

(1) [Boswell might have added, that ns this dinner was at an

inn, Johnson could not have seriously expucted a Latin grace,
sand at Oxford only in the cullege Aalis.)

(2) James Sharp, Archbishop of 8t. Andrews, was dragged
from his conch, and murdered in the axms of his daughter, on
Magus Muor, 8d of MI?" 1679. Sir Walter Scott, in his cele-
brated tale, entitled Old’ Mortality, has tald thiz story with all
the force of history and all the interest of romance, — C.

{3) The monument is of Italinn marble. The brother of the
archbishop left & sum Yor preservmg it, which, in one unhappy
gr, was expended in painting it in resemblance of réaligy.

Phe daubing is now removed, —Wavrzs Scorr. ,
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could not be found: for it scems Professor Ilill,
who was eut of town, had taken it with him. Dr.
Johnson told a joke he bad heard of a monastery
abroad, where the key of the library could never
be found.

It was somewhat dispiriting, to see this ancient
archicpiscopal city now sadly descrted. We saw
in one of its streets a remarkable proof of liberal
toleration; a nonjuring clergyman, strutting about
in his canonicals, with a jollv countenance and
a round belly. like a well-foed monk,

We abserved two oceupations united in the same
person, who had hung out two sign-posts.  Upon
ouce was “James Hood, White Iron Smith " (7. e
tin-plate worker).  Upon another. «The Art of
Yencing Tanght, by James Hood”  Upon this
last were painted some trees. and two men feneing,
one of whom had hit the other in the eve, to show
his great dexterity ; so that the.art was well tanght.
Jouxsox. +Were I studying here, I should go
and take a lesson. I remember Hope (1), in his
bovk ou this art, says, ‘the §eovch are very, good
fencers.”

We returned to the inm, where we had been
entertained at dinper, and drank tea in company
with some of the professors, of whose ecivilities
T beg leave to add my humble and very grateful
acknowledgiment tp the honourable testimony of Dr.
Johnsou, in his % Journey.”

We talked of composition, which wasa favourite

(3) [Sir William Hope, of the Hopetoune family, published,
iB 1692, a work entitled “ ‘The Come? se Fencing Master.™]
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topic of Dr. Watson, who first distinguished him-
self by lectures on rhetoric. Jomnson. “I ad-
vised Chambers, and would advise every young
man beginning to compose, to do it as fast as he
tan, to get a habit of having his mind to start
promptly ; it is so much more difficult to improve
in speed than in accuracy.” WaTsoN. *1own
1 am for much attention to aceuracy in composing,
lest one should get bad habits of doing it in a
slovenly manner.” Jonnson. “Why, Sir, you
are confounding doing inaccurately with the 7e-
cessity of doing inaccurately. A man knows when
his composition i8 inaccurate, and when he thinks
fit he Il correct it.  But, it a man is accustomed to
compose slowly, and with ditficylty, upon all oc-
casions, there is danger that he may not compuse
at all, as we do not like to do that which is not
done easily ; and, at any rate, more time is con-
sumed in a small matter than ought to be”  War-
soN. “Dr. Hugh Blair has taken a week to com-
pose 8 sermon.” JomxsoN. ¢ Then, Sir, that is
for wam of the habif of composing quickly, which
I am insisting ope should acquire.” Warson.
¢ Blair was pot composing all the week, but only
such hours as he found himself disposcd for com-
position.” Jenxsow. * Nay, Sir, unless you tell
me the time he took, you tell me nothing. If [
say T took a week to walk a n}ile,nnd have had
the gout five days, and been ill otherwise another
day, I have taken but one day. I myself have
composed about forty sermons. 1 have begun a
sermon afier dinmer, and sent it off by the post
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that night. I wrote forty-eight of the printed
vetavo pages of the Life of Savage at a sitting
but then I sat up all night. I bave also written six
shoets in a day of translation from the French.” { )
BoswerLL. “We have all observed how onc man
dresses himself slowly, and another fast.” Jonn-
soN. “Yes, Sir; it w wonderful how much time
some peaple will thr in dressing ; takiﬁ* uy.
4 thing and looking at it, and laying it dowm,
and tahing it up agmn. Every one should get the
habst of doing it guickly. 1 would way 10 2 young
flivine, J1lere w your text; let e sce how soon
sou can make & srmon,  Then 1'd say, Let me
se¢ how muoch better you can make it. Thus
shonld see both his powcers aud his judgment.” i
We all went 1o Dr. Watson's to supper. Mise
Sharp, great grandchild of Archbishop Sharp(3),
was thue, a3 was Mr. Craig, the ingemous architeet
of the new town of Edioburgh, and nephew of
Themson, to whon Dr. Johnson has since done so
much justice in his “ Lives of the Poete.”
We talked of memory, and its various modes.

(1) This must hase been the translation of Lobo. Tius ac-
count of so much dihgeuce does not sew to dgree with that
before gaven of his mdolunce 1 complenng that transtation,
See antt, Vol I p. o4, Tut, as i Walter Seatt olserses,
“a pool is usually succeeded in o river by nctrrent, and he muy
have written fust to make u ]hm w4Y," v C.ooe [ Peth

Lobo is not L oat all. ary ui'm lil".
phich Bow ‘h‘:v::nrm "‘”3:'":’" - o ey heve

mlfmidl !nm tobenlmt.—.l'. ul'lL’ll

Q) It lin h

) u'md guhrMDr Johnm,mth Pt !::mpl
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Jomuson. < Memory will play strange tricks. One
sometimes loses a single word. I once lost fugaces
in the Ode ¢ Posthume, Posthume.’” I mentioned
10 him, that a worthy geutlcmuan of my asquaintance
actually forgat his vwn uame. Jomunsow, & Sir,
that was a morbid oblivion.” te
Friday, Aug. 20.— Dr. Sbaw, the professor of
@M‘n‘ty, breakfasted with ,am -~ I took out my
“Ogden on Prayer,” and tead some of it to the
company. Dr. Jobnson praised him. ¢ Aber-
nethy(1),” said he, “ allows only of a physical effect
«f prayer upon the mind, which may be produced
many ways as well as by prayer; for instance, by
meditation. Ogden goes farther. In truth, we
\have the consent of all nations for the efficacy of
« prayer, whether offered up by individuals or by -
asscablies ; and Revelation has told us it will be
effectual.” T snid, “Leechman (2) seemned to ipe
cline to Abernethy’s doctrine.” Dr. Watson dh-
servind, that Leechman meaut to show that, even
admitting no effeet to be produced by prayer, re-
specting the De:ty, it was veeful to our own minds.
He had given only & part of bis system : Dr. John-
son thought be should have given the whole.
Dr. Johnson enforced the strict observance of
Sunday. «It should be differcat (he obeervod)
(1) An Irish dissen: N divine, whose “Discourses on the
:;g.:&ﬁ%" e 1y of the Cirarchof e ohe WA
ﬁn mmmmw of the Col!lfenelu-

valuable, works, & discourve
and Advantages of Lsayer,®
.



Mrar. 64, COL. NAIRNE'S PLANE TREE. 697

from another day. Pepple may walk, but not throw
" gtones at birds. Therqmay be rilaxation, but there
dwu‘lﬂ be no Tevity.” :

"Wg went and saw Colonel’ Nmrnes garden and
grotto. Here was a fine old plane trée. Unluckily
the colonel said there was but this and another
large tree in the county. .This assertion was an
axcellent cuefor Dr. Johmsen, who laughed emor-
mously, calling to me to hear it. He had expatiated
to_me on the nakedness of that part of Seotland
which he had seen. (') His “ Journey” has been
violently abused for what be has said upon this
subject. But let it be considered that, when Dr
Johnsan talks of trees, he means trees of good size, .
such a8 he was aveustomed to see in England ; and 4
of these there are certainly very few upon the
castern coast of, Seotland. Besides, he said, that
he meant to give only a map of the road; and let
any traveller observe how many trces, which de-
serve the name, be can se¢ from the road from
Berwick to Aberdeen. Huod Dr. Johnson said,
« there ate no trees” upon this ljne, he would have
said what is colloguially true; beeausc, by no trees,
in common speech, we mean few.{(2) “When bLe is

{1) Jolmson has been unjustly abused for ‘dwelling on the

bareness of Fife. : Thure ure gvﬁdmiﬂwwﬂsnflhu

S e s, S5, S e o
s

ﬂmrﬁcm«nﬁuﬁ,w ! N probably the Prior

measuring in chreumference st the

e S e e bt o
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{ Egta, ‘Johneon's i trees of Scotland .mhst
wEprice & agtive., of sur provinops, tredy
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particular in counting, he may be attached. I know
not how Colonel Nairne came to say there were but
two large trees in the county of Fife. I did not
perceive that he smiled. There are certainlygiot a
great many ; but I could have shown !nm more than
two at Balmuto, from whence my ancestors eame,
and which now belongs to a branch of my fawnily.

The grotto was ingeniously constructed. In the
front of it were petrified stocks of fir, plane, and
some other tree. Dr. Johnson said, “ Scotland has
no right to boast of this grotto; it is owing to
personal merit. I never denied personal merit to
many of you.” Professor Shaw said to me, a5 we
walked, “ This is a wonderful man: he is master of
every subject he handles” Dr. Watson allowed
him a very strong understanding, but wondered at
lis total inattention to established manners, as he
came from London.

I have not preserved, in my Journal, any of the
conversation which passed between Dr. Johnson and
Professor Shaw, but I recollect Dr. Johnson said
to me afterwards, ¥ 1 took much to Shaw.”

We left St. Andrews about noon, and some mailes
from it, observing, at Leuchars, a church with an
old tower, we stopped to look at it.  The mause, as
the parsonage-house is called in Seotland, was close
by. I waited on the minister, mentioned our names,
and begged he would tell us what he knew about it.
He was & very civil old man; but could only in.

nmnd; hmwhnmhrhhe:dmahwdl,tuym
¢ much oultivwied, because they src not Decessary; but i

of groat
atbm, we Mna?:ufm::dﬁnmq extent, and
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form us, that it was supposed to bave stood cight
hundred years. He told us there was a colony of
Danes in his parish; that they had landed at a
remote period of time, and etill remained a distinet
people. Dr. Johnson shrewdly inquired, whether
they had brought women with them. We were not
satisfied as to this colony. (1) »

We saw, this day, Dundee and Aberbrothick,
the last of which Dr. Johnson has celebrated in his
«Journey.” (?) Upon the road we talked of the
Boman Catholic faith. He mentioned (I think)
Tillotson’s argument against transubstantiation : —
% That we are as sure we sce bread aud wine only,
as that we read in the Bible the text on which that
false doctrine is founded. We have only the ews-
dence of our senses for both.”—<If,” he added,*“God
had never spoken figuratively, we might hold that
he speaks literally, when he says, ¢ This is my
body.’” Boswerr. “But what do you say, Sir,
tu the ancient and continued tradition of the Church
upon this point?” Jonwson., ¢ Tradition, Sir.
bas no place where the Seriptures are plain ; and
tradition cannot persuade a man into a belief of
transubstantiation. Able men, indeed, have sawd
they believed it.”

This is an awful subject. I did not then press

1) The colony st Leuchars is a vain im tion concermin,
-o(et)ﬁnhuoﬂhnum:n .“B‘m-Wnuf

&m.-—[’nan-h&anphmthn have, however, all
the appearance of different ruce from the POpPU~
lman,m;tmm -

2) [* 1 should have regrotied had 1t
tﬂL&aLnothugm the sight of fhie rna,.:“..

rs
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Dr. Johnson upon it; ner shall I now enter upon a
disquisition concerning the import of those words
uttered by our Saviour (1), which had such an effect
upon many of his disciples, that they “ went back,
and walked no more with him.” The catechism
and solemn office for communion, in the Church of
Eungland, maintain a mysterious belief in more than
8 mere commemoration of the death of Christ, by
partaking of the claments of bread and wine.

Dr. Johnson put me in mind, that at St. Andrews
I bad defended my profession very well, when the
question had again been started, Whether a lawyer
might honestly engage with the first side that offers
him a fea. < Sr," sald I, ¢ it wos with your argu-
ments against Sir William Forbes; but it was much
that I could wield the arms of Goliath.”

He said, onr Jlldgel had not gone deep in the
question concerning literary property. I mentioned
Lord Monboddo’s opinion, that if a man conld, get
a work by heart, he might print it, as by such un
aot the mind is exercised. Jomwsow. ¢ No, Sir:
& man’s repeating it no more makes it his property,
than & man may sell's cow which he drives home."
1 said, printing an abridgment of a work was ale
lowed, which was only cutting the horns and tail off
the dow. Jommson. ¢ No, Bir; 'tis making the eow
bave a calf.”

About eleven at night we arrived at Montrose,
We fiind but & sorry inn, where I myself saw ax-
other waiter put & lump of sugar with his ilngern

m *'l:lmlm
"'uﬂ"h"‘ e BnJo:%

u.a.mwom
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into Dx. Johnson'’s lemnonade, for which he ecalled
him “rascal!” It put me in great glee that our
landlord was an Englishman. I rallied the Doctor
upon this, and he grew quict. DBoth Sir John
Hawkins's and Dr. Burney's « History of Music”
had then been advertised. I asked if this was not
unlucky : would they mot hurt one another? Jornw-
soN. “ No, 8ir. They will do good to one ancther.
Some will buy the one, some the other, and com-
parc them; and so a talk is made ahont a thing,
and the hooks ure sold.”

He was angry at me for proposing to carry lemons
with us to 8ky, that he might be sure to have his
lemonade. “ Sir,” said he, *I do not wish to be
thought that feeble man who cannot do without
any thing. S§ir, it is very bad manncrs to carry
provisions to any man’s house, as if he could not
optertain you, To an inferior, it is oppressive ; to
& superior, it is insolent.”

#Having taken the liberty, this evening, to remark
1o Dr. Johnson, that he very often sat quite silent
for a long time, even when in sompany with only a
single friend, which | myself bad sometimes sadly
experienced, he smiled and eaid, It is true, Sir.
Tom Tyers (for so be familiarly called our ingenious
friend, who, since his death, has paid a biographical
tribute to ils memory), Tom Tyers described me
the best, He onoe seltiite me, ¢ 8ir, you arc like s
shom ywmwtﬂlmmmmw'"(')

o), T Dr. Jokwioh appesrs 10
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CHAPTER 1V,

Afontross. — Lowrence Kirk.— Monboddo, — Emigre-
tion. «— Homer. — Biography and History. — De-
crease of Lonrning.~ Promotion of Buhops.— Citizen
and Savage.— Aberdeen. — Professor Gordon.— Pub-
&e and Private Education, — Sir Alexander Gordon.
— Trade of Aberdeen. — Ductrines of the Trinity
and the Atonement.~— Johnson a Burgess of Abordeen.
—Dinner at Sir A. Gordon’s.— Warburton.—Locks's
Latin Verses. — Ossian.

Montrose, Saturday, Ang. 21st—Nr1THER the Rev.
Mr. Nisbet, the established minister, nor the Rev.Mr.
Spooner, the episcopal minister, were in town, Be-
fore breakfast, we went and saw the town-hall, where
is a good dancing room, and other rooms for teg~
drinking. The appearance of the town from it is
very well; but many of the houses are bullt-with
their ends to the street, which looks awkward. When
we came down from it, 1 met Mr. Gleig, a merchant
here. He went with us to see the English chapcl.
It is situsted on a pretty dry spot, and there is & fine
walk to it. It is really an clegant puilding, hoth
withih and without. The organ is adorned with
and gold. Dr. Johnson gave a shilling extra-
or«,hnnry to the clerk, saying, * He to an
bonest church.” T pnt hims in mind, that
werg but déssenters hore ; they were only soleratid.
“ Bir,” weid he, “ we ase here, as Christians in
Torkey.” He aflarwaids wont intoxn gpothecary’s
shop, and ordered some medicing for himself, and



Zrar, 64. MONTROSE. “s

wrote the prescription in technical characters. The
boy took him for a physician.

I doubted much which road to take, whether to
go by the coast, or by Lawrence Kitk and Mon-
boddo. I knew Lord Monbodde and Dr. Johnson
did not love each other; yet I was unwilling not to
visit his lordship ; and was also curicus to see them
together. (1) 1 mentioned my doubts to Dr. Jobnson,
who said he would go twi, miles out of his way to see
Lord Monboddo. 1 thurefore sent Joseph forward,
with the following note: —

“ Montrosc, 215t August.

¢ My Dran Logp, — Thus far J am come with Mr
Samugel Johnson, We must be at Aberdecu to.night.
T know you do not adnnre him so much as 1 do; but
I cannot be mn tlus country without making you a bow
at your old place, as I do not mow if | may sgan have
su opportunity of seeing Monboddo, Besides, Mr. John-
son says, he would go two miles out of his way to see
Lord Monboddo. I have sent forward my servant, that
we may know if your lordslup be at howe. I am ever,
&e. Jamus Boswzrr.”

As we travelled onwards frgm Montrose, we had

(1) There were seversl poinis of mmilsrity between them
learnin g.chmwofhecd. recison uhpuda, and & love of

untunyn which peoph do ngt 0~
umgm. Lord onboddo c compliment, o!'
%be was “an Elsevir edition of Johmson™ It bas
been BFo?,to m:‘:a?mtd. dayi
dlﬂou.- , weJohnson him: thus escribes
Lﬁdu to Mre. Thrale: %Xl 18 & Beotch j who
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the Grampianhills in our view, and some good land
around us, but void of trees and hedges. Dr. Jobin,
son has said ludicrously, ie his * Journey,” that
the Asdpes were of stoma ; for, instead of the verdaut
thor to refresh the eye, we found the bare wall or
dike intersecting the prospeet. He observed, that
it was wonderful to see a country sq divested, so
denuded of trees.

We stopped at Lawrence Kirk, where our great
grammarian, Ruddiman, was once schoolinaster.
We respectfully remembered that exocllent man and
eminent scholar, by whose labours a knowledge of
the Latin language will be preserved in Scotland, if
it shall be preserved at all. Lord Gardemston (1),
one of sur judges, collected money to raise a monus
ment to him at this place, which I hope will be well
executed, I know my father gave five guineas
towardd it. Lord Gardenston is the proprictor of
Yawrenoce Kirk, and bas encouraged the building of
& manufacturing village, of which he is exoeedingly
fond, and has written a pamphlet upon it, as if he
had founded Thebes, in which, however, there are
many useful precepls strongly expressed. The
village seemed ¢to be irregularly built, some of the
houses being of clay, some of brick, and some of
brick and stone. Dr. Johnson obsared, they
thatched well here.

I wep o lislle moguninted with Mr. Forbes, the
ﬁnlqmd‘thpqﬁsk« 1 sent to inform Wt that &

ely oo 1 B Wttt Tk of e

i LR FERL
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gootleman desivod to see him. He returned for
angwer, “that hé would not come t0 a ptranger.”
I then gave my neme, and he came. I remonstrated
te him for net coming to a stranger; and, by pre.
senting him to Dr. Johuson, proved to him what a
stranger might sometimes be.  His Bible inculcates
“ be not forgetful to entertain strangers,” and men~
tions the same motive. (!) He defended himself by
sayipg, * e had once come to a stranger, who sent
for him ; and he fouud him ¢ a Zittle worth person !

Dr. Johnson insisted on stopping at the inn, as I
told him Lord Gerdewston had furnished it with a
enlleetion of books, that travellers might Lave en-
tertainment for the mind as well as tho body. He
praived the derign, but wished there had been more
books, and those better chosen.

About a mile from Monboddo, where you turn
off the road, Jougph was waiting to tell us my lord
expecterl us to duner.  'We drove over a wild moor.
1¢ rained, and the scene was somewhat dreary.
Dr. Johnson repeated, with solemn emphasis, Mao-
beth’'s speech on meeting the witches, As we
travelled an, be told me, “ 8lr, you got into our
Club by doing what s can do. (2) Several of
the members wished to keep you out. Burke told
me, he doubted if yeu were fit for it: but, now yon
are in, none of them are sorry. DBurke says, that

Fou hoys 30 much good humour naturally, it is
(mﬂﬁm forgetful to entertain 3 for thanly
" m"_.c.
na;) mm?:d unawares. 3 -y

e e T
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scarce a virtue.” BosweLr. « They were afraid of
you, Sir, as it was you who proposed me.” JaNsoN
« Sir, they knew, that if they refused you, they'd
probably never have got in another. I'd have kept
them all out. Beauclerk was very earnest for you.”
Boswerr. ¢ Beauclerk has a keenness of mind
which is very uncommon.” JomNsoN. « Yes, Sir;
and every thing comes from him so casily. It
appears to me that I labour, when I say a good
thing.” Boswkrt. « You are loud, Sir, but it is
not an cffort of mind.”

Monhoddo is a wretched place, wild and naked,
with a poor old house, though, if I recollect right,
there are two tarrets, which mark an old baron's
residence. Lord Monboddo received us at his gate
mast courteously; pointed to the Douglas arms
upon his house, and told us that his great-grand-
mother was of that family.  In suclt houscs,” said
he, ¢ our ancestors lived, who were better men than
we.” & No, no, my lord,” said Dr. Johnson ; « we
ave as strong as they, and a great deal wiser.” This
was an assault upon gne of Lord Monboddo’s eapital
dogmas, and I was afraid there would have been a
violent altercation in the gery close, before we got
into the house. But his lordshig»is distinguished
vot only for ¢ aneieat metaphysics,” but for ancient

o 'a Mll‘ m." !ﬁdhﬁ m mrﬂp"a

His lordship was drest in & rustic suit, atid wore

& little round kwt; he told us, we now saw him as
Farmer Buraet, and we ehould have his Tawily
dingey, a famper's dinner. He said, « I should pot
have forgtven My, Boswell, had he not brought you
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tere, Dr. Johnson.” He produeed a very Jong stalk
of ¢orm, a8 a specimen of his crop, ang said, « You
see here the letas segetes:” he added, that Virgil
svemed to be as enthusiastic a farmer as he, and
was certainly & practical one. Jouwson. ¢ It does
not always follow, my lord, that & man, who has
written a good poem on an art, has practiced it.
Philip Miller(}) told me, that in Phlips's « Cyder,”
a poem, all the precepts were just, and indeed better
than in books written for the purpose of instructing’;
yet Phitips had never wade cyder.” (2)

I started the subjct of emigration. Jounson.
“ To a wan of mere animal hfe, you can urge no
argument against going to America, but that it will
be some, time before he will get the carth to pro-
duce. But a man of any ntellectual enjoyment will
not rasily go and ymmerse bimself and lus postenty
for ages in barbarism.”

He and my lord spoke highly of Homer. Jomx-
son. “ He had all the learning of his age. The
shield of Achilles shows a nation in war, a nation
in peace; harvest sport, nay.stenling.”(-*) Mow-

s Y dm‘py"
aﬁ‘%’l{ﬁl‘-”f 3’::;&“‘3."1&.‘1‘.} Pyttt ‘ ’
s s v Groumiad 1 s ko peeeps Wl 1

contal exact and just; and that il 1s therefore, at once a
book o? cn”wermnmem ui':m'mee.“-Jonmu, Life of Philips.]
(9) My nute of thia is much too short. Brevis esse labore, ob-
swurus fin. Vet s { have resolved, that the very Journol whick
Dr. Joliuboh read shall be presenited to the publsc, I wiil vet
expand the text in sy considerable degree, though 1 may ooe
mmnm‘;’umamm complete the sense, as T fll up the
blapks of abbtesiation in the writing, neither of
e, O T
men a8 follows ,~. #¢ lnl” took wm m
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pappo. « AY;-and what we (looking to me) weuld
ezl o parliamént-house scene; & eause pleaded.”
Jouxson. “ That is part of the life of a nation in
posce.  Amtl there are in Homer such c¢haracters
of ‘heroes, and combinations of qualities of heroes,
 thut the united powers of mankind aver since have

not produced avy but what are to be found there.”
‘ﬂ:iummno. Yet no character is described.” Jonn-
e “ Nos they all develope themsclves. Aga
termon is always a gentleman-like character: he
hes always Baocuxer 7. (1)  That the ancients
held =0, is pimn from this; that Luripides, in his
Heeuba, makes him the person to interpose.” (2)
Moxsoeppo. “ The history of mauners is the most
valuable. I never set a high value on upy other
history.”  Jomwsson. « Nor I; and therefore
esteem biography, as giving us what comes near to
ourselves, what we ean turn to use.” BoswELL.
“ But in the course of general history we find man-
ners. In wars, we see the dispositions of people,
their dogrees of humanity, and other particulars.”
Jouneon.  Yes; but then you must take all the

disgh of a nminwa:,hmdann:immpeace the peasant
. ag trily as the general; nay. even barvest sport,
usnd the modes of ancient are deseri nred.

.(si m-mm%é.u had not read Homer so
88 boe wighed he bed done. But tliis con mmm.
1 dre Mwﬁ&‘&el\!wm Bjm»“

i mpre 'y Homer, i

T

HHQMw - \1'"‘»(; g
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faots to {get this, and it is but .a little you get”
MonBonpo. “ And it i that little which makes
history valusble.” Bravo! thought I; they agree
like two brothers. Moxpoppo. “I am sorry, Dr.
Johnson, you were not longer at Edinburgh, to re-
ceive the homage of our men of learning.” Joun-
sox. % My lord, I received great respect and great
kindness.” Boswerr. © He goes back to Edin-
burgh after our tour.” We talked of the decrease
of learning in Seotland, and of the « Muses’ Wel-
eome.” Jouxsox. ¢ Learning is much decreased
in England, in my remombrance.” Moxsonpo.
% You, Sir, have lived to sec ity decrease in Eng-
land, I its extinction in Scotland.” However, 1
brought him to confess that the high school of Edin-
burgh did well. Jonwson. ¢ Learning has de-
creased in England, because learning will not do so
much for a man as formerly. There are other ways
of getting preferment. Few bishops are now made
for their learning. To be a bishop, & men must be
learned in a learned age, factious in a factious age,
but always of eminence. Warburton is an exvep-
tion, though his learniug alofle did not raise him.
He was first an antagonist to Pope, and helped
Thecbald to pubhsh his Shokspeare ; but, secing
Pnpe the rising man, when Crousaz attacked ‘his
¢ Essay on Man,’ for some faults which it.has, and.
gompe which it has not, Warburton defended . i,
@anemortwthm Th{sbmughthmw
‘with Pope, and he- gained his friendship,
o9 fntroduced him 1o Aflen, Allen’ mﬁﬂ*‘ﬁm»
‘!P niece; so,'by Alicu's iutoxeit sad hixo
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hemmdaabuhop ) Butthenhplemng
was the sine qud non. He knewhowtomqketha
mogt of it, but I do ot find by any duhonest
means. Moxzsoppo. * He is a great man.” Jorx-
. 80N, “ Yes, he has great knowledge, great power of
mind. Hardly any man brings greater variety of
learning to bear upon his point.” MonsopDO.
“ He is one of the greatest lights of your Church.”
Jounsow. « Why, we are not so sure of his being
very friendly to va. He blazes, if you will, but that
is not always the steadiest light. Lowth is another
bishop who has risen by his learning.”
Dr. Johnson examined young Arthur, Lord Mon-
boddo’s son, in Latin. He answered very well;
spon which he said, with complacency, “ Get you
. gone! When King James comes back (2), you shall
be in the * Muses’ Welcome I’” My lord and Dr.
Jolison disputed a little, whether the savage or the
London shopkeeper had the best existence. His
‘ lorﬂshxp, s usual, preferring the savage. My lord
was extremely hospitable, and I saw both Dr. John-
aon and him liking each other better every hour.
“De. Johnson havitg retired for a short time, his
lordship spoke of his oonversation as I could have
wished. Dr.Johnson had said, «1 bave done greater
,,fesumth nyknﬂbﬂmﬂhis; though hebnd eaten
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a very hearty dinner. My lord, who affects or be-
licves he follows an abstemious system, seemed
strack with Dr. Johnson’s manner of living. I had
3 particular satisfaction in being under the roof of
Monboddo, my lord being my father’s old friend,
and having been always very good to me. We were
cordial together. e asked Dr. Johnson and me to
stay all night.  When I said we must be at Aber-
deen, he replied, ¢ Well, T am like the Romans: I
shall say to yon, ¢ Tlappy to come; happy to de-
part!"” Tle thanked Dr. Johnson for his visit.
Jourxsox. I little thuught, when [ had the honour
to meet your lordship in London, that T should see
you at Monboddo.” After dinner, as the ladies
were going away, IDr. Johnson would stand up. (1)
He insisted that politeness was of great consequence
insociety. “ It is,” said he, “fictitious benevolence.
It supplies the place of it amongst those who see
each other only in public. or but little. Depend
upon it the want of it never fails to produce some-
thing disagrecable to one or other, 1 have always
appliced te good breeding, what Addison, in his Cato,
says of honour :—

¢« Honour '« a sacred tie; the law of kings; .

T'be noble mind’s distinguishing perfection,

That aids and strengthens Virtue where it meets her,

And imitates her actions where she 1$ not.’”

When he took up his large oak stick, he said,.
« My lord, that’s Homeric;” thus pleasantly al-
luding to his lordship’s favourite writer,

(1) Such is the happy improvement of manners, that readers
of this day will wonder thata mark of respect to ladies, now so
universal. should ever have been withheld. It surcly was not so
m England at this period.—C,

VOoL.Iv. * G
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Gory, my lord’s black servant, was sent as our
guide, to conduct us to the high road. The circum-
stance of each of them having a black servant was
another point of similarity between Johnson and
Monboddo. I observed bow curious it was to see an
African in the north of Scotlamd, with little or no
difference of munners from those of the natives.
Dr. Johnson laughed to sec Gory and Joseph riding
together most cordially. * Those two fullows,”
said hey,  one from Africa, the other from Bohemia,
seem quite at howe.” He was much pleased with
Lord Mouboddo to-day. He said, he would have
pardoned him for a few paradoxes, when he found
he had so much that was gnod : but that, from his
appearance in London, he thought him all paradox;
which would not do. He observed that his lord-
ship had talked no paradoxes to-day. « And as to
the savage and the London shopkecper,” said he,
« 1 don't know but T might havc taken the side of
the savage equally, had any body clse taken the
side of the shopkeeper.” (') He had said to my
lord, in opposition to the value of the. savage's
courage, that it was owing to his limited power of
thinking, and repeated Pope's verses, in which
« Macedonia’s madman” is introduced, and the

cancelusion is,
“ Yet ne'ér looks forward farther than bis nose.” (2)

(1) Johnson n;;; to Mrs, Thrale, « We agreed pretty well,
only we disputed in adjusting the claim of ment hetween a shop-
keeper of London and a savage of the American wildernesses.
Our opinions were, I think, maintained on hoth sides without
full conviction, Monhaddo declared boldly for the savage, and
1, perhaps for that reasom, sided with the ci&izen.”—ﬁem
vo{. i. p. 115.—C.

[} [Horoes are much the same, the point s agreed,
From Macedohia’s shadman to the Swede;
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I objected to the last phrase, as being low. Jons-
soN. ¢ 8ir, it is intended to be low: it is satire
The expression is debased, to debase the charaeter

When Gory was about to part from us, Dr
Johnson called to him, * Mr. Gory, give me leave
to ask you a question! are you baptised?”  Gory
told him he was — and confirmed by the Bishop of
Durham. He then gave him a shilling.

We had a tedious driving this aftcrnoon, and
were somewhat drowsy. Last night I was afraid
Dr. Johnson was beginning to faint in his reso-
lution ; for he said, * If we¢ must ride muoch, we
shall not go; and there’s an end on't.” To-day,
when be talked of Sky wath spirit, I said, ¢ Why,
Sir, you seemerd to me to despond yesterday. You
arc a delicate Londoner: you are a maccaroni;
you can't ride.” Jouwson. ¢ Sir, T shall ride
Letter than you. I was only afraid I should not find
a horse able to carry me.” 1 hoped then there
would be no fear of gctting throwgh our wild Tour.

We came to Aberdeen at half' an hour past eleven.
The New Inn, we were told, was full.  This was
comfortless. The waiter, however, asked if one of
our names was Boswell, and brought me a letter left
at the inn: it was from Mr. Thrale, enclosing one
to Dr. Johnson. Finding who I was, we were told
they would contrive to lodge us by putting us for a
night into a room with two beds. The waiter said
to me in the broad streng Aberdeenshire dialect, « 1

‘The whole strange purpane of thesr lives to find
Or make, un enemny of all mankind!

Not one looks backwanld, opward still he goes,
Yet ne'er luoks forward further than his nose.”

G 2
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thought I knew you, by your likeness to your father,”
My father puts up at the New Inn, when on his circuit.
Little was said to-night. 1 was to sleep in a little
press-bed in Dr.Johnson's room. 1 had it wheeled
_out into the dining-room, and there I lay very well
Sunduy, Aug. 22. —1 sent a message to Pro-
tessor Thomas Gordon, who came and breakfasted
with us. He had secured seats for us at the Eunglish
<hapel. (!) We found a respectable congregation,
and an admirable organ, well played by Mr. Tait.
We walked down to the shore. Dr. Johuson
langhed to hear that Cromwell's soldicrs taught the
Aberdeen people to make shoes and stockings, and
to plant cabbages. Ele asked, if weaving the plaids
was ever a dowestic art in the Highlands, like spin-
ning or knitting. They could not inform him here.
But he conjectured probably, that where people
lived so remote from each other, it was likely o be
a domestic art ; as we sec it was among the ancients,
from Penelope. I was sensible to-day, to an*estra-
ordinary degree, of Ir. Johnson's excellent Eunglish
pronunciation. I gannot account for its striking me
more now than any other day ; but it was as if new
to me, and I listened to every sentemce which he
spoke, as to a musical composition. Professor Gordon
gave him an account of the plan of education in his
college, Dr. Johnson said, it was similar 1o thatat

1) * When 1 was at the English church in Aberdeen, I hap~
pened to be espied by Lady Di. Midd!cton, whom I had some.
time scen im London: she told what she had seen to Mr.

d, Lord Errol's brother, who wrotc us an invitation to
ns Castle.” — Johnson's Letters, vol.1. p. 118, - Lady
Diana was the daughter of Harry Grey, third Earl of Stamford,
’lu;:o wifcc.of George Muldleton, of Lenton, Esq. She died in
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Oxford Waller, the poet’s great-grandson, was
studying here. Dr. Johnson wondered that 2 man
should send his son so far off, when there were,so
many good schools in England. He said, « At a
great school there is all the splendour and illamin-
ation of many minds; the radiance of all is con-
centrated in each, or at least reflected upon each.
But we must own that neither a dull boy, nor an
idle boy, will do so well at a great school as at a
private one. For at a great school there are always
boys enough to do well casily, who are sufficient to
keep up the eredit of the school ; and after whipping
being tried to no purpose, the dull or idle boys are
left at the end of a class, having the appcarance of
going through the course, but learning nothing at
all. Such boys may do good at a private school,
where constant attention is paid to them, aud they
are watched. So that the question of public or
private education is not properly a general one;
but whether one or the other is best for my son.”

We were told the present Mr. Waller was a plain
country gentleman ; and his soy would be such an-
other. I observed, a family could not expect a poet
but in a hundred generations. ¢ Nay,” said Dr.
Johnson, * not one family in a hundred can expect
a poet in a hundred generations.” Ie then repeated
Dryden’s celebrated lines,

« Three poets in three' distant ages boru,” &e. (1)
O e e and Egland dif o’
The first in lotivess of mmt surpess'd ;
The next, in majesty ; in the last.

‘Phe forcg of Nuture conld ho further go3
To make a third, shie jon’d the former twa*3

[
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and a part of a Latin trauslation of it done at
Oxford (1) : he did not then say by whom.
. He recpived a card from Sir Alexander Gordon,
-who had beeu his acqunintance twenty years ago in
London, agd who, “ if torgiven for not answering a
line from him,” would enme in the afternoon. Dr.
Johnson rejoieed to hear of him, and begged he
would come and dine with us. I was much pleased
to sec the kindness with which Dr. Johason received
hig old friend Sir Alexander; a gentleman of good
family (Lismore), but who had not the estate. The
King's College bere made hin Professor of Medi-
cine, which affords him a decent subsistence, He
told us that the value of the stockings exported
from Aberdeen was, in peace, a hundred thousand
pounds: and amounted, in time of war, to one
hundred and seventy thousand pounds. Dr. John-
son asked what made the differcncc? Here we
had a proof of the comparative sagacity of the two
professars,  Sir Alexander answered, < Because
there is more occasion for them in war.” Professor
Thomas Gordon angwered, “ Because the Germans,
who are our great rivals in the manufacture of stock-
ings, are otherwise employed in time of war.” Jouw-
80N, -“ Sir, you have given a very good solution.”
At dinner, Dr. Johnson ate several platefulls of
Seotch broth, with barley and peas in it, and seemed

(1) London, 24 of May, 1778. Dr. Johnson acknowl
that he was himself the am’hor of the translation above dlm
to, and dictated it to me as follows:—
“ Quos landet vates Graius Romanus ot Anglus
Teea tria fmgmil‘v‘m lecla dedere suis.

dhat

Uarmen grande konann ; Anghis utrumque tulit,
N1} tanjtts Natura éspit : clarare priores
Qua putuere duos tertius unus babet.””
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very fond of the dish. I said, “You never ate it
before.” Jouwson. <« No, Sir; but I don’t care
how soon I cat it again.” My cousin, Miss Dallas,
formerly of Inverness, was married to Mr. Riddoch,
one of the ministers of the English chapel here.
He was ill, and confined to his room ; but she sent
us a kind invitation to tea, which we all accepted.
She was the same lively, scnsible, cheerful woman,
as ever.  Dr. Johnson here threw out some jokes
against Scotland. e said, < You go first to Aber-
deen; then to Erbru (the Scottish pronunciation
of Edinburgh); then to Newcastle, to be polished
by the colliers; then to York; then to London.”
And he laid hold of a little girl, Stuart Dallas,
niece to Mre. Riddoeh, and, representing himself
as a giant, said, he would take her with him | telling
her, in a hollow voice, that he lived in a cave, and
had a bed in the rock, and she should have a little
bed cut opposite to it!

He thus treated the point, as to prescription (')
of murder in Scotland. “ A jury in England would
make aflowance for deficienciej of evidence, on ac-
count of lapse of time: but a general rule that a
crime should not be punished, or tried for the pur-
pose of punishment, after twenty years, is bad. It
is cant to talk of the king's advecate delaying a
prosecution from malice. How unlikely is it the
king's advocate should have malice against persons
who commit murder, or should even know them at
all. If the son of the murdered man should kill the
murderer who got off merely by prescription, I

(1) 8Bee antd, p. 14.—C.
6 &
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would help him to make his escape; though, were
I upon his jury, I would not acquit him. I would
not advise him to commit such an aet. On the
contrary, I would bid him submit to the determin-
ation of society. because a man js bound to submit
to the inconveniences of it, as he enjoys the good:
but the young man, though politically wrong, would
not be morally wrong. He would have to say,
¢Here I am amongst barbarians, who not only re-
fuse to do justice, but encourage the greatest of all
crimes. I am therefore in a state of nature; for,
so far as there is no law, it is a state of nature ; and
consequently, upon the eternal and immutable law
of justice, which requires that he who sheds man’s
blood should have his blood shed, I will stab the
murderer of my father.”
- 'We went to our inn, and sat qmetly Dr. John-
son borrowed, at Mr. Riddoch’s, a volume of Mas-
sillon's Discourses on the Psalms; but I found he
read little in it. Ogden too he sometimes took up,
and glanced at; but threw it down again. I then
entered upon religipus conversation. Never did I
see him in a better frame: calm, gentle, wise, holy.
I said, “ Would not the same objection hold against
the Trinity as against transubstantiation ?”— Yes,”
said he, «if you take three and one in the same
sense, If you do so, to be sure you cannot believe
it; but the three persons in the Godhead are three
in one sense, and-one in another. We eannot tell
how, and that is the mystery !”

.1 spoke of the satisfaction of Christ. He said his
nition was, that it did ot ‘atone for the sins of the’
world; but, by satiifying divine justice, by showing
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that no less than the Son of God suffered for sin, it
showed tu men and innumcrable created beings the
heinousness of it, and therefore rendered it unne-
cessary for divive vengeance to be exercised against
sinners, as it otherwise must have been ; that in this
way it might operate even in favour of those who
had never heard of it; as to those who did hear of
it, the effect it should produce would be repentance
and piety, by impressing upon the mind a just no-
tion of siu ; that origival sin was the propensity to
evile which no doubt wasx occasioned by the fall.
He presented this solemn suhject in a new light to
me ('), und rendered much more rativnal aud clear

doctrine of what our S8aviour has done for us;
@ it removed the notion of imputed righteousness
in co-opervating ; whereas by this view, Christ has
done all already that he had to do, or is ever to do,
for mankind, by making his great satisfaction ;" the
consequences of which will affect each individual
according to the particular conduet of each. I
would illustrate this by saying, that Christ’s satis-
faction resembles a sun placed to show light to men,
so that it depends upon themselves whether they
will walk the right way or not, which they could
not have done without that sun, *the sun of right-

1) My worthy, intelligent, and candid triend, Dr. Kippi!,
i.nknzns .?;»e, that sevetal divines have thus explained the medi-
ation of our Saviour, What Dr. Johnsan now delivered wis
but a temporary opinion; for be afierwards was fully convinced
of the proptiatory sagrifice, as I shall show at large in my
fature work, “ The Life of Samuel Johuson, LL.D. ~B:~pr.' .
Kippis was a di Dy, Joh 's Pragers and Meditations
abundantly prove that he was, as far back as we have any record
of his rehgious feelings, fully convinéed of the propiliatory sa-
erifice.  In the prayer on hix. birthday, in 1788 (transcribed by.
him in 1768), he expressly states his hope of salvation ¢ throv
sue satigfuciion of Jesus st."C, ’
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¢ eousness.” There is, however, more in it than
merely giving light — “ @ light to lighten the Gon-
&iles ;" for we are told, there is < healing under his
wings.” Dr. Johnson said to me, « Richard Baxzter
commends a treatisc by Grotius, ¢ De Savisfactione
Glirésti’ 1 have never read it ; but I intend to read
it; and you may read it.” I remarked, upon the
principle now laid down, we might explain the
difficult and scemingly hard text, “They that be-
lieve shall be saved ; and they that belicve not shall
be damned.™ They that helieve shall have such an
impression made upon their minds, as will make
them act so that they may be accepted by God. .

'We talked of onc of our frie nda( ) taking illy for
a length of time, a hasty expression of Dr; Johmt
son’s to him, on his attempting to prosccute a sub-

" ject that had a reference to religion, beyond the
bounds within which the Doctor thought such
topics should be confined in 2 mixed company.
Jomnson. ¢ What is to become of society, if a
friendship of twenty yearsis to be broken off for
such a cause?” As,Bacon sayg, —

% Who then to frail mortality shall trust,
But limns the water, or but writes in dust.”

I said, he should write expressly in sapport of
Christianity ; for that, althougb a reverence for it
shnes'through his works in several places, that is
wot encagh. “You know,” said I, “what Grotius
aas done, and what Addison has done, you lhonld
do also.” : He replied, «1 hope I shall.” :

,ﬂmday, .Awy. 28. — Prinejpal Cumpheﬂ. Sir

wn doubt Me. Langton. . But ses anid, vo. fil p 905—C:
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Alexander Gordon, Professor Gordon, and Professor:
Ross, visited us in the morning, as did Dr. Ge-
rard (1), who had come six miles from the country
on purpese. We went and saw the Marischal Col-
lege (2), and at one o'clock we waited on the
magistrates in the town-hall, as they had invited
us, in order to present Dr. Johneon with the free-
dom of the town, which Provost Jopp did with a
very good grace. Dr. Johnson was much pleased
with this mark of attention, and received it very
politely. There was a pretty numerous company
assembled. It was striking to hear all of them
drinking, “Dr. Johnson! Dr. Johnsor!” in the
town-hall of Aberdeen, and then to sce him with
his burgess-ticket, or diploma (*), in his hat, which
he wore as he walked along the strect, according to
the usual custom. It gave me great satisfaction to
observe the regard, and, indeed, fondness too, which
every body here had for my father.

While Sir Alexander Gordon conducted Dr.
Johnson to old Aberdeen, Irofessor Gorden and 1
called on Mr. Riddoch, whony I found to be a
grave worthy clergyman. He observed that, what-
ever might be said of Dr. Johnson while he was

1) [Dr. Alexander Gerard, author of an ** Essay on Genmf,
& ;’ in Aberdeenshire, 1725, died 1795.]
(8)-Dr. Beattis was so kindly entertained in Enghnd. that

he had not yet returned home. "

8) Dr. Johmgon's burgess-ticket was in these words;—
‘S A)huinnh. viigestmo tertio die mensis A anno Do nomm mitlealmo

Jnm Ji m W\mm ul-elml Yum W’

arr, of lmhtl mi Rainie Decsnl
J aetinis Nicall Thesaurard dictt tmm Quo die vir ulmuuul )
e el Job e, £ T o admianua it in nmhial 4"

rat wluti burgl de A l ln deditissimi amoris et
a: Z‘?I..‘fﬁ mﬂvm% m‘w magistratus eun

tuntur. Exbravtum per me, Alex,
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alive, he would, after he was dead, be looked upon
by the world with regard and astonishment, on ac-
count of his Dictionary.

Professor Gordon and I walked over to the old
college, which Dr. Johnson had seen by this time.
I stepped into the chapel, and looked at the tomb
of the founder, Archbishop Elphinston, of whom I
shall have occasion to write in my History of
James IV. of Scotland, the patron of my family. (1)

We dined at Sir Alexander Gordon’s. The pro-
vost, Professor Rloss, Professor Dunbar, Professor
Thomas Gordon, were there. After dinner came
in Dr. Gerard, Professor Leslie, P'rofessor Macleod.
We had little or no conversation in the morning ;
now we were but barren. The professors scemed
afraid to speak.

Dr. Gerard told us that an eminent printer (*)
was very intimate with Warburton. Jouxsox.
“ Why, Sir, he has printed some of his works, and
perhaps bought the property of some of them.
The intimacy is such as one of the professors here
may have with one pf the carpenters who is repair-
ing the college.” — “ But,” said Gerard, 1 saw a
letter from Lhim to this printer, in which he says,
that the one half of the clergy of the Church of
Scotland are fanatics, and the other half infidels.”
Jounson. ¢ Warburton has accustomed himself
to write letters'just as he speaks, without thinking

any more of what be throws ovt. When I read

1 Thin, like my similar intimations scatteved throu,
) r to have becn. carried into eﬂ’eg:

Nor is Elphinston's am,mmm as arch-bishop correct.  Aber-
doen never was ah érchiepiscopal see, —- C. «

(2) [Mr. Straban. Sec Forbex's Life of Beattie, vol. fi. £.170}
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Warburton first, and observed his force, and Lis
contempt of mankind, 1 thought he had driven the
world before him; but I soon found that was not
the case; for Warburton, by extending his abuse,
rendered it ineffectual.”

He told me, when we were by ourselves, that he
thought it very wrong in the printer to show War-
burton's letter, as it was raising 2 body of encmies
against him. He thought it foolish in Warburton
to write so to the printer; and added, © Sir, the
worst way of being intimate is by seribbling.” Ile
called Warburton's * Doctrine of Grace” a poor
performance, and so he said was Wesley’s Answer.
“ Warburton,” he observed, *“ had laid himself very

~¢pen; In particular, he was weak enough to say,
that, in some disorders of the imagination, people
had spoken with tongues, had spoken languages
which they never heard before; a thing as absurd
as to say, that in seme disorders of the imagination,
people had been known to fly.”

1 talked of the difference of genius, to try if 1
could engage Gerard in a disquisition with Dr.
Johnson; but I did not succeed.” I mentioned,
as a curious fact, thit Locke had written verses.
Jounson. I know of none, sir, but a kind of ex-
ercise prefixed to Dr. Sydenham’s Works, in which
he has some conceits about the dropsy, in which
water and burning are united ; and how Dr. Syden-
ham removed fire by drawing off water, contrary to
the usual practice, which is to extinguish fire by
bringing water upon it. 1am not sure that there
is a word of all this; but it is such kind of tdlk.” (1)

(1) A1l this, 85 Dr, Johnson suspected at the time, was the
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We spoke of Fingal. Dr. Johnson said calmly,
« If the poems were really translated, they were cer-

immediate invention of his own lively imagination; for there is
not one word of it in Mr. Locke’s complimientary performance.
My readers, will, 1 bave no doubt, like to be satisfied, by com

pating gjhem; and, at any rate, it may entertain them to read
verses composed by our great metaphysician, when a bachelor

in physic.

A 1, IN TR, TUM RIUS DR

Febrilez mstus, victumnque ardoribus otbem
Flevit, non tantis par medicina malis. .
Quum post mille urtes, medicm tentamina cure,
Ardet adhuc febris; nee velit arte regi.
Praeda sumus flammis ; eolum hoc spermnus ab igune,
Tt restet paurus, quem capit 4ma, cin.
Dum quaent medicus febris cavsamguic, modumques,
Flammaruw ¢t tencbras, el sine Juee faces ;
Quae traetat patitur 4 et febre cal 8,
Corruit tpse suis victima rapta focis,
Qui tardos potint morber, artusyue trementes,
Sistere, febrili se videt igne rapi.
Sie faber exesos fulsit titncine muros ;
DI.I‘m trabit antiquas lenta ruina domos,
Sed si Bamma vorax miseras incenderit edes,
Unica flagrantes tunc sepelire salus,
Fit fuga, tectonicas nemo tunc invocat artes ;
Cum pent artificis non minus usta domus,
) Se tandem Sydenham febrisque scholaxue furori
» morbi quarit, et artis opem.
Non temere incusat teetse putredins ignes;
Nec fictus, febres qui fovet, humor erit, ~ -
Non bilem ille movet, nulls hic pituita; Salutis
Que spes, i fullax ardeat intus agua ?
Nee doctas magno rixae ostentst hatn,
ipais or febribus ardor inest.
Innocuss e orpas jubet urere flaramas,
Et justo rapidos temperat igne firros R
Quid febrim exstinguat, varius guid postulat usus,
Solari , QUR arte, doret,
Hactenus suym timuit natura calorem,
Dum sepe incerto, quo calet, igne perit,
Dum reparat tacitas male provida savguinis ignes,
3 Prelusit buste, fit calor iste rogus.
am securs puas p fi t,
Quemn natura negat, dat medicina modwin,
Nec solum faciles compescit sanguinis estug, -
o Fotise ot domuis qaodque matrs e
omul que astra
pod genuisse Stygem, ' .
id
. U, wt tantos non sinit case metus, .
arfe nova domitam mitescere pestet. .
’ ‘ot koithquia poncre minaef - Lo
P S do, S R by

SRS e e,

g
]
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teinly first written down. Let Mr. Maepherson
deposit the manuséript in one of the colleges at
Aberdeen, where there are people who can judge ;
and, if the professors certify the authenticity, then
there will be an end of the controversy. If he does
not take this obvious and easy method, he gives the
best reason to doubt ; considering, too, how much
is against it @ priort.”

We sauntered after dinner in Sir Alexander’s gar-
den, and saw his little grotto, which is hung with
pieces of poetry written in a fair hand. It was
agrecable to observe the contentment and kindness
of this quiet, benevolent man.  Professor Macleod

. was brother te Macleod of Talisker, and brother-in-
law to the Laird of Col. He gave me 8 letter to
young Col. 1 was weary of this day, and beghn to
think wishfully of being again ju motion. I was
uneasy to think myself too fastidious, whilst 1
fancied Dr. Johnson quite satisficd.  Dut he owned
to me, that he was fatigued and teased by Sir
Alexander’s doing too much to entertain him, I
said, it was all kindness. Joyxson. “True, Sir;

e li i t,
D%ll? ﬁ::"em:m m‘»‘:;tnu':t::wu.&x tas?
Ty mellora paras victria medicina ; tunsque -
Pestie que superat cuncta, triviphus etis.
VIES oor b a0t anth g
¢ T Lockn, . M Er, Jde Chrice, Okon.

Mr. Boswell sdays, that Dr. Johnsun's observation was & the:
imtrediate imem& of his own lively imagination ;* and that
there was “ st one word of il in Mr. Locke's performance;™
but did Mr: Boswell read the verses?.—or what did he under-.
stand by  Nec fictus, febres, qui fovet, bumor enit?” and “8i
fallnx ardoat ints agua #" Sirely these are the contelts, thou‘ﬁh
not the ;precise exprossions, which Johnson ﬁmmmﬂ, snd ‘the
wbolbhmdeupol‘ﬁeqmq“kindohalk.—c. '
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but sensation is sensation,” BosweLL. “It isso:
we feel pain equally from the surgeon's probe, as
from the sword of the foe.”

We visited two booksellers’ shops, and could not
find Arthur Johnston's Poems. (') We went and
sat near an hour at Mr. Riddoch’s. He could not
tell distinctly how much education at the college
here costs, which disgusted Dr. Johnson. 1 had
pledged myself, that we should go to the inn, and
not stay supper. They pressed us, but he was
resolute. I saw Mr. Riddoch did not please him.
He said to me, afterwards, ¢ Sir, he has no vigour
in his talk.” But my friend should have' cun-
sidered, that he himself was not in geod humour:
so that it was not easy to talk to his satisfaction.
We #at contentedly at our inn. He then became
merry, and observed how little we had either heard
or said at Aberdeen; that the Aberdonians had not
started a single mawkin (the Scottish word for hare)
for us to pursue. ‘

(1) Johnston is one of' the most eminent men that Aberdeen
‘has veed.  He wag a native of the county (born about
1587), and rector of the university. His works were originally
printed at Aberdeen; and their not being to be found in that
seat of learning, to which he did so much honour, is strange.
But such things sometimes happen. In Haarlem, the le
of the a(r:t‘ of printing, L could not find a guide-book to the
LOWH, e .
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CHAPTER V.

Ellon.—*° The Great Doctor.” — Goldsmith and Graham,
— 8lnins Castle. — Lady Errol. — Education of.
Children.—Buller of Buchan.— Entails.— House of
Peers. — Sir Joshua Reynolds.— Earl of Errol. —
Feudal Times.— Strichen.— Life of Country Gentle-
men. — Cullen. — Lord Monboddo. — Use and Im-
portance of Wealth.— Elgin.— Scenery of Macheth.—
Foyes.— Leonidas.— Paul Whitehead.— Dervick, —
Origin of Evil.— Nairn.— Calder Castle.— Colder
Manse. w~ Kenneth M°Aulay, — Ecclesiastical Sub-~
scription. — Family Worship.

Twesday, August 24.— WE set out about eight
in the morning, and breakfasted at Ellon. The
landlady:said to me, ¢ Is not this the great doctor
that is going about through the country?” 1 said,
“ Yes” ¢« Ay,” said she, “ we heard of him; I
made an errand into the room on purpose to see
him. There’s something great | in his appearance :

it is a pleasure to have such a man in one’s house ;
a man who does so much good. If I had thought
of it, I would have shown him a child of mine, who
bas had a lump on is throat for some time.”
“But,” said I, “he ‘3 not a doctor of physic.”
“Is he an ooulist?" said the landlord. - « No,"
said I; “he is ‘only a verylearnedman Laxp-
voap. % They say he is the greatest man in Eng- .
land, except Lord Mansfield.” Dr. Johnson was
higkly entertained with thu, and I do think he was

VOL. TV, '
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pleased too. He said, « I like the exception. To

“'have called me the greatest man in England, would
have been an unmeaning compliment ; but the ex-
ception marked that the praise was in earnest, and,
in Scotland, the exception must be Lord Mansfield,
or — Sir John Pringle.”

He told me a good story of Dr. Goldsmith.
Graham, who wrote « Telemachus, a Masque,” was
sitting ome night with him and Dr. Johnson, and
was half drunk. He rattled away to Dr. Johnson.
“ You ar€ a clever fellow, to be sure; but you can-
not write an essay like Addison, or verses like the
Rape of the Lock.” At last he said, «“ Doctor, I
should be happy to see you at Eton.” (!) ¢ I shall
be glad to wait en you,” answered Goldsmith.
4 No,” said Graham, *’tis not you I mean, Dr.
Minor ; ‘tis Dr. Major, there.” Goldsmith was
excessively hurt by this. He afterwards spoke of
it himself. ¢ Graham,” said he, “is a fellow to
make one commit suicide.” (2)

We had received a polite invitation to Stains
Castle. We arrivgd there just at three o'clock, as
the bell for dinner was ringing. Though, from its
being just on the north-east ocear, no trees will
grow here, Lord Errol bas done all that can be

(1) Gishnm was one of the masters at Eton, —Ca'

(2)-1 am sure 1 have related this story exactly as Dr, Johneon
told it to me; but a friend v o bas often heard him it, ine
forms me, that he usually introducéd a circmnstance ‘which
ought not to be gmittgd. ¥ At last, Sir, Graham, having now
got ta about the' pitch of looking at one wan, and talking to
S B T S e

was sy asa

may be ensfly cunceived.” R
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done. He has cultivated his fields so as to bear
rich crops of every kind, and he has made an
excellent kitchen-garden, with a hot-house. I had
never seen any of the family ; but there had been a
card of invitation written by the honourable Charles
Boyd, the Earl’s brother. We were conducted into
the house, and at the dining-room door were met
by that gentleman, whom both of us at first took to
be Lord Errol ; but he soon corrected our mistake.
My lord was gone to dine in the neighbourhood, at
an entertainment given by Mr. Irvine of Drum.
Lady Errol (') reccived us politely, and was very
attentive to us during the time of dinner, There
was nobody at table but her ladyship, Mr. Boyd,
and some of the children, their governor and
governess. Mr. Boyd put Dr. Johnson in mind of
having dined with him at Cumming (*), the quaker's,
along with a Mr. Hall and Miss Williams: this was
a bond of connection between them. For me, Mr.
Beyd’s acquaintance with my father was cnough.
After dinner, Lady Errol favoured us with a sight
of her young family, whom she nfade stand up in a
row: there were six daughters and two sons. It
was a very pleasing sight.

Dr. Johnson proposed our setting out. Mr. Boyd
said, he hoped we would stay all night ; his brother
would be at home in the evening, and would be
very sorry if he missed us. “Mr. Boyd was called
out of the room. I was very desirous to stay in o

rr, of E m.
MR a0 Ml G o B
(2) See a4 to Cumming, post, :nptemberso 1773.= C.
il -t



g

100 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1778,

comfortable a house, and I wished to see Lord
Errol. :Dr. Johnson, however, was right in re-
solving to go, if we were not asked again, as it
is best to err on the safe side in_such cases, and to
be sure that one is quite welcome. To my great
joy, when Mr. Boyd returned, he told Dr. Tohnson
that it was Lady Errol who had called him out, and
said that she would never let Dr, Johnson into the
house again, if he went away that night; and that
she bad ordered the coach, to carry us to view a
great curiosity on the coast, after which we should
see the house. -We cheerfully agreed.

Mr. Boyd was engaged, in 1745-6, on the same
side with many unfortunate mistaken noblemen and
gentlemen, He escaped, and lay concenled for g
year in the island of Arran, the ancient territory of °
the Boyds. He then went to France, and was about
twenty years.on the continent. He married a
French .lady, asd now lived very comfortably at
Aberdeen, and was much at Slains Castle. He en-
tertained us with great civility. Ile had a pompous-
ness or formal plefitude in his conversation, which I
did not dislike. Dr. Johnson said, “ there was too
much elaboration in his talk.” It gave me pleasure
to se¢ him, a steady branch of the family, setting
forth all its advantages with much zeal. He told
us that Lady Errol was one of the most pious and
sensible women in thé island ; had a good head, and

a8 good a heart. He said, she did not use foree or

Henr in edycating her children. Jonwson. ¢ Sir,

b ﬁheb’mug; 1 would rather have the rod to be the

gmmlltemtwa“,tomakethemlmm.thanvll
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8 child, if you do thus or thus, you will be more es-
teemed than your brothers or sisters. The rod
produces an effect which terminates in itself. A
,child is afraid of being whipped, and gets his task,
and -there’s an end on't; whereas, by exciting
emulation and comparisons of superiority, you lay
the foundation of lasting mischief; you make
brothers and sisters hate each other.”

During Mr. Boyd's stay in Arran, he had found
a chest of medical books, left by a surgeon there, -
and had read them till he acquired some skill in
physic, in conseqence of which he is often consulted
by the poor. There were several here waiting for

Fhim as patients.
*" We walked round the house till stopped by a cut
inade, by the influx of the sea. The house is built
quite upon the shore; the windows look upon the
main ocean, and the King of Denmark is Lord
Errol's nearest neighbour on the north-east.

We got immediately into the coach, and drove to
Dunbui, a rock near the shore, quite eovered with
sea-fowls : then to a circular basin of large extent,
surrounded with tremendous rocfls. On the quarter
next the sea, there is & high arch in the rock, which
the foree of the tempest has driven out. This place
is called Buchan’s Buller, or the Buller of Buchan,
and the country people call it the Pot. Mr. Boyd
said it was so called from the French bowloir. It
may be more simply traced™ffom boiler in our own -
language. We walked round this monstrous caul-
dron. In some places, the rock is very narrow; and.
on each side there is & sea deep enough for & man -

. HS -
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of war to ride in; so that it is somewhat horrid te
move along. However, there is earth and grass
upon the rock, and a kind of road marked out by
the print of feet; so that one makes it out pretty,
safely: yet it alarmed me to see Dr. Johnson
striding irrcgularly along. He insisted on taking a
boat, and sailing into the Pot. We did s0. He
was stout and wonderfully alert. The Buchan-men
all showing their teeth, and speaking with that
strange sharp accent which distinguishes them, was
to me a matter of euriosity. He was not eensible
of the difference of proasunciation in the south and
north of Scotland, which I wondered at.

As the entry into the Buller is 80 narrow that
oars cannot be used as you go in, the method taken
is, to row very hand when you come near it, and
give the boat such a rapidity of motion that it
glides in. Dr. Johuson observed what an effact
this scene would have bad, were we entering into
wn unknown plage, There are ouves of considerable
depth; I think, one on eachside. The boatmen had
never entered sither of them far enough to koow
the sizes Mr. Bdyd told us that it is ¢
for thie company at Peterhead-well to make parties,
ayd come and dine in one of the caves here. (')

He told us that, as Slains is at a oonsiderable
distance from Aberdeen, Lord Errol, who has a very
large family, molvedte bave a surgeon of his own.
With this view he educated one of his tenant’s sons,
who is now settied i a very neat house and farm just

1) wie aleg by smugglers.  The path round the
Buller H there
u ﬁ:‘* &o:i; %0 that 18 little danger,
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by, which we saw from the road. By the salary
which the Earl allows him, and the practice which
he has had, he is in very easy circumstances. He
had kept an exaet account of all that had been laid
out on his education, and he came to his lordship
one day, and told him that he had arrived at a much
higher situation than ever he expected; that he was
now able to repay what his lordship had advanced,
and begged he would accept of it. The Earl was
pleased with the generous gratitude and genteel offer
of the man; but refused it. Mr. Boyd also told us,
Cumming the quaker first began to distinguish him-
self, by writing against Dr. I¢echnran on Prayer,
to prove it unnecessary, as God knows best what
should be, and will order it without our asking: the
old haekneyed objeetion.
When we returned to the house, we found coffee
tea in the drawing-room. Lady Errol was not
, being, as I supposed, engaged with her young
family. There is & bow-window fronting the sea.
Dr. Johnson repeated the ode,  Jam satis terris,”
while Mr. Boyd was with his pyjients, He spoke
well in favour of entails, to preserve lines of men
whom mankind are sccustomed to reverence. His
opinion was, 'that so much land should be entailed
as that families should never fall into contempt, and
as much left free as to give them all theud;':ntage;
of property in case of any gergency. L’ sai
ke, “ the nobility are suffered to sink into indigence,
they of course beoome corrupt; they are ready to
do whatever the king chooses; therefore it is Qt
they should be kept from becoming poor, unless l“
" 4
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is fixed that when they fall below a certain standard
of wealth they shall lose their peerages, Weknow the
House of Pcers have made noble stands, when the
House of Commons durst not. The two last ycars
of parliament they dare not eontradict the populace.”

This room is ornamented with a number of fine
prints, and with a whole length picture of Lord
Errol, by Sir Jo<hua Reynolds. This led Dr. John-
son and me to talk of onr amiable and elegant friend,
whose panegyric be concluded by saying, « Sir
Joshua Reynolds, Sir, is the most invulnerable man
I know; the man with whom if you should quarrel.
you would find the most difficulty how to abuse.”

Dr. Johnson observed, the situation here was the
noblest he had ever seen ; better than Mount Edge-
cumbe, reckoned the first in England; becaunse, at
Mount Edgecumbe, the sea is bounded byland on the
other side, and, though there is there the grandeur of
a fleet, there is also the impression of there being &
dock-yard, the eircumstances of which are not agree
able. At Slains is an excellent old house. The noble
owner has built of brick, along the square in the
inside, a gallery, both on the first and second story,
the house being no higher; so that he has always a
dry walk ; and the rooms, to which formerly there
was no approach but through each other, have now
all separate entries from the gallery, which is hung
with Hogarth's workw »nd other prints. We went
and gat a while in the library. There is a valuable
numerous collection. It was chiefly made by Mr.
Fulconer, hushand to the late Countess of Errol in
her own right. This Earl has added a good many

*modern books.
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About’ nine the Earl (1) came home.” Captain
Gordon, of Park, was with him. His lordship put
Di, Johnson in mind of their having dined together
in London, along with Mr. Beauclerk. I was ex-
ceedingly pleased with Lord Errol. His dignified
person and agreeable countenance, with the most
unaffected affability, gave me high satisfaction.
From perhaps & weakness, or, as I rather hope,
more fancy and warmth of feeling than is quite
reasonable, my mind is ever impressed with admir-
‘ation for persons of high birth, and I could, with the
most perfect honesty, expatiate on Lord Errol's
good qualities; but he stands in no necd of my
praise. His agreeable manncers and softness of ad-
dress prevented that constraint which the idea of
his being Lord High Constable of Scotland might
otherwise have occasioned.(?) He talked very

(1) [James, 14th Earl of Errol, died Jurve 3. 1778. Dr.
Beattic, in u letter to Mrs. Montagu, says of him, * His stature
was six feet four inches, and his countenance and deportment
exhibited such & mixture of the sublime and the as 1
have never seen united in any other man. He often put me in
mind of an ancient hero; and 1 remember Dr. Jobnson was
positive that he resembled Homer's character of Sarpedon.”]

(2) Mr. Boswell need pot have been in such awe on this
sccount; for Lord Errol's title to that dignity was, at this
mod, not guite established. For he niot only was not descended

the Earls of Errol, in the male line, but the nghc of his
mother and grandmother rested on the nomination of Gilbert,
the tenth Earl of Errol, who, having no children of his own,
nominated (under a charter of Charles IL.) his relation, Sir
John Hay, of Kellour, to his honours, who atcordingly suc-
xed aseleventh Earl ; bultl his sag, the twelmﬁh Lul,e {::vm no
e, was succeeded by his sisters successively.
ou Margaret, the dmother of the Farl who
gewived bwghism.w: mnms;:nlo the Eart of Lintithgow,
who was sttainted for the rebellion of 1715, They left an only
dnus)::er, mariéd to Lord Kilmarnock, beheaded and “““;:“g
for the rebellion of 1745, whose son was the Earl mention
the text, Lord Lauderdale, at the election of the Scottistr peers
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easily and sensibly with his learned guest. I ob-
served that Dr. Johuson, though he showed that
respect to hir lordship, which, from prineciple, he
always does to high rank, yet, when they cume to
argument, maintained that manliness which becomes
the force and vigour of his understanding, To
show external deference to our superiors is proper :
to seem to yield to them in opinion is meanness. (1)

in 1796, pmtea:‘iulwn lm«olerrn!f'es';lnm to the oy
cstioning not nght of confernng a ¢ by nos
munation, but den; that any such nomlsmg:em ln’:m m
made ; but the House of decided that the earldom,
originally a male fief, had become descendable to fernales,
that Earl Gilbert had acquired and exercised the nght
It was sull: more a:w how eaudot:xce :t
ereditary Constable could be transfen er by
nomiation magh females; but all the Iate Earls of Errol
ve enjoyed 1t without question, and the present L.nrl executed
w nttheeoromuonofﬁourgel\'., and 1n person

ng his s vimt to Scotland 1n 1822, — C.

his Letters to hus son, complams of
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The Earl said grace both before and after supper,
with much decency. He told us a story of a wan
who was executed at Perth, some years ago, for
murdering & woman who was with child by him,
and a former child hLe bad by her. His hand was
cut off: he was then pulled up; but the rope broke,
and he was forced to he an hour on the ground, till
another rope was brought from Perth,—~the execution
being in a wood at some distance — at the place
were the murders were committed.  “ There,” said

" my lord, “I see the hand of Providence.” I was
really happy here. I saw i this nobleman the best
dispositions aud best prineiples: and I saw him, in
my mind's eye, to be the representative of the an-
cient Boyds of Kilmarnock. I was afraid he might
have urged drinking, as, 1 bclieve, he used formerly
to do; but he drank port and water out of a large
glass himself, and lot us do as we pleased. He went
with us to our rooms at night; said he took the visit
very kindly; and told me my fatber and he were
very old acquaintance ; that I now knew the way to
Sluins, and he hoped to see me there again,

I had a most elegant rvomy but there was a fire
in it which blazed; and the sea, to which my win-
dows looked, roared; and the pillows were made
of the feathers of some sea-fowl, which had to me
a disagreeable smell : s0 that, by all these causes,
1 was kept awake a good while. I saw, in imagin-
ation, Lord Errol's father;Lord Kilmarnock (who

observation is in the character of the respectable Hottentot (dbe
::“» VO&ILpu.).chhmmbMywmnnJ
1, com
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was beheaded on Tower-Hill in 1746), and I was
somewhat dreary. But the thought did not last
long, and I fell asleep.

Wednesday Aug. 25.—We got up between seven
and eight, and found Mr. Boyd in the dining-room,
with tea and coffee before him, to give us break-
fast. We were in an admirable humour. Lady
" Errol had given each of us a copy of an ode by
Beattie, on the birth of herson, Lord Hay. Mr.
Boyd asked Dr. Johnson how he liked it. Dr.
Johnson, who did not admire it, got off very well,
by taking it out, and reading the second and third
stangas of it with much melody. This, without
his saying a word, pleased Mr. Boyd. He observed,
however, to Dr. Johnson, fhat the expression as
to the family of Errol,

% A thousand years have seen it shine.”
compared with what went before, was an antis
eﬁmax, and that it would have been better,
“ Ages have seen,” &c.

Dr. Johnson said, “So great a number as a thop-
sand is better. Dolus latet in universalibus, Ages
might be only two %ges.” He talked of the ad-
vantage of keeping up the connections of relation-
ship, which produce much kindness. “Every man,”
said he, “ who comes into the world has need of
friends. If he has wgetthemforhlmaeu’,l\llf
his life iupentbeﬁm his merit is known. ' Re-
lations wre » min’s ready friends, who suppoit
him. When a man is in real distress, he flies intp
the arms of his relations. An old lawyer, who had -
inuch experienee in making wills, told me, that
sfter people had deliberated long, and thought of
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many for their executors, they settled at last by
fixing on their relations, This shows the univere
sality of the principle.

1 regretted the decay of respect for men of
family, and that a nabob now would carry an elec-
tion from them. Jounsox. “Why, Sir, the nabob
will carry it by means of his wealth, in a country
where money is highly valued, as it must be where
nothing can be had without money; but, if it
comes to personal preference, the man of family
will always carry it. Thereis generally a scoun-
drelism shout a low man." Mr, Boyd said, that
was a good ism.

I said, I believed mankind were happier in the
ancient feudal state of subordination, than they
are in the modern state of independency. Jouxne
soN. “To be suré, the chiegf was: but we must
think of the number of individuals. That they
were Jess happy seems plain; for that state from
which all escape as soon as they can, and to which

‘pong return after they have left it, must be less
happy; and this is the case ewith the state of de-
pendence on a chief or great man.”

I mentioned the happiness of the French in their
subordination, by the reciprocal benevolence (')
and attachment between the great and those in
lower rank. Mr. Boyd gave us an instance of their
gentlemanly spirit. AneoM Chevalier de Malthe,
of ancient noblesse, but in low circumstances, was
in a coffee-house at Paris, where was Julien, the
great manufacturer at the Gobelins, of the fine

) What a commentary on this opinion has the French re-

»
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lwentry 0 m&wnkhed both for the figures
and the colowss. The chevalier’s carriage was very
old. Says Julien, with a plebeian insolence, “I
think, 8ir, you had better have your carriage new
painted.” The chevalier looked at him with in-
dignant contempt, and answered, “Well, 8Sir, you
may take it home and.dye 1" All the coffee-
heuse rejoiced at Julien's confusion.

We set out about nine. Dr. Johnson was curious
to see one of those structures, which northern
antiquarians eall 2 Druid’s temple. I had a re-
collection of ome at Strichen, which I had seen
fifteen years ago; so we went four miles out of
our road, aftér passing Old Deer, and went
thither. Mr. Fraser, the proprietor, was at home,
,and showed it to us. But I had angmented it
‘in my mind; for all that remains is two stones
set up on end, with & long one laid upon them,
as was usual, and one stone at a little distance from
them. That stone was the capital one of the
circle which surrousided what now remains. M.
Fraser was very bospitable.(!) There was a fair

1) He is worthy son of a worthy father, the late Lord
Séie{en,onctgeonr ngdgu,towhm k?nd notice I was much
en was & man not anly honest, but hj
for,n&nhummonmthe family estate, he %
atdebagbmcmnmwwbyh {geemm‘ D
me or
mﬁA Imrzmrd a noble instance of
, droyer,.in Lanohead,

! ,mw:m" b s o
;ﬂ intevest. m’,pmmted ?ﬁn md: a ml m?m



Zxyr. 64. © STRICHEN. | i

at Strichen; and he had several of his neighbours
from it at dinner. Oge of them, Dr. Fraser, who
had been in the army, remembered to have seen
Dr: Johnson, at a lecture on experimental philoso-
phy, at Lichfield. The Doctor recollected being
at the lecture, and ke was surprised to find here
some body who knew him.

Mr. Fraser sent a servant to conduct us by a
short passage into the high road. I observed to
Dr. Johnson, that I had a most disagreeable notion
of the life of country gentlemen; that I left Mr.
Fraser, just now, as one leaves a prisoner in @ jail.
Dr. Johnson said, that I was right in thinking
them unhappy, for that they bad not enough to
keep their minds in motion. I started a thought
this afternoon which amused us a great part of
the way. “If,” said I, “our Club should come
and sct up in §t. Andrews, as a college, to teach
all that each of us can in the several departments
of learning and taste, we. should rebuild the city:
we should draw a wonderful concourse of students.”
Dr. Johnson entered fully intg the epirit of this
project. We immediately fell to distributing the
offices. I was to teach civil and Scotch law ; Burke,
politics and eloquence ; Garrick, the art of publie
speaking ; Langton was to be our Grecian, Colman
our I.atin profusor- Nugent to teach physic; I.ord‘

of true werth; which should mnke some peoplo in Scothml

blush, whil mm themselves, they strut about: uqddi*
u?'mwcul%n of great m.o.."fif » wretcher .
% muabere who have )on: ‘Zf'“""’ to whum ‘Bover think -

% eparstion, but indulge themselves and their famyilies
itable expense. e

3
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Charlemont, modern history; Beauclerk, natural
philosophy ; Vesey, Irish antiquities, or Celtic learn-
ing (1) ; Jones, Oriental learning ; Goldsmith, poetry
end ancient history ; Chamier, commereial politics ;
Reynolds, painting, and the arts which have beauty
for their object; Chambers, the law of England.
Dr. Johnson at first said, «“I’ll trust theology to
nobody but myself.” But, upon due consideration,
that Percy is a clergyman, it was agreed that Percy
should teach practical divinity and British antiqui-
ties; Dr. Johnson himself, logic, metaphysics, and
scholastic divinity. In this manner did we amuse
ourselves, each suggesting, and each varying or
adding, till the whole was adjusted. Dr. Johnson
said, we only wanted a mathematician since Dyer
died, who was a very good one ; but as to every thing
else, we should havea very capital university.(?)
We got‘at night to Banff. I sent Joseph on to
Duff House : but Earl Fife was not at home, which
1 regretted much, as we should have had a very
elegant reception from his lordship. We found here
but an' indifferent jnn. (%) Dr. Johnson wrote a
(1) Since the fim edition, it has been suggested by one of the

Ciub, who knew Mr, Vesey better than Dr, Johnson and 1,
that we did not assign him a pr r place, for he was quite un-
ahlled in Irish eltic learning, but might with

hne beonmad csaorof architecture, which he
un goodmen of his knaw
Mﬁuﬂmaxthnur,hymﬂ lmtuuph--

 owp formation, &t a few miles from Dyblin, -
(2) (For naccount of Tax see Vol. 1T, App. No.1.]

o‘\s)ﬁmmﬂwﬁly,mvihgﬂu}a:rdfmgum:m Dr.
nﬁmwm um.m
this wretched defect was genetgd in

o
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long letter to Mrs. Thrale. T woundered to see him
write so much so easily. He verified his own
doctrine, that “ a man may always write when he
will set bimself doggedly to it.”

Thursday, Ang. 96.— We got a fresh chaise
here, a very good one, and very good horses. We
breakfasted at Cullen.  They set- down dried had-
docks broiled, along with our tea. ” 1 ate one; but
Dr. Johnson was disgusted by the sight of them, so
they were removed. (1) Cullen has a comfortable
appearance, though bur a very small town, and the
houses mostly poor buildings.

1 called on Mr. Robertson, who has the chavge of
Lord Findlater’s affuirs, and was formerly Lord
Monboddo’s elerk, was three times in France with
him, and translated Condamine’s Aeconnt of the
Savage Girl, to which his lordship wrote a preface,

Scotland, in cousequence of which he has erroncously enlorzed
upon it in his “ Journey.” 1 rugretted that he dud not adow
me to read over s hook before it was printed. T should have
changed very little, but 1 should have suggested an alteration
in a few places where he has laid hmself open to be attacked.
I houpe | shonid have prevailed with hift to onit or sofien his
assertion, that ¢ a Scotsman must be a sturdy moralist, who
does not prefer Scotland to truth,” — for 1 really think it is not
founded, and it is harshly smd. b

(1) A protest may be entered on the part of most Scotsmen
against the Doctor's taste in this particular, A Finunon haddock
dried over the smoke of the sea-weed, and sprinkled with salt
water during the process, acquires a relish of a very peculiay
and delicate flavour, inimitable on asy other coast than that of
Aberdeenshire.  Some of our lﬁinburg}&philomphers tried to
produce their equal m vain. I was one of a party at a dinner,
where the philosophical haddocks were placed in competition
with the genuine ¥innon-fish, These were served round with-
out distinction whence they came, but only ane ﬁ‘entleman, out
of twelve present, espor the cause of philosophy. ~— Waiia
Svorr.

VL. IVe L
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containing several remarks of his own. Robertson
said he did not believe so mnch as his lordship did;
that it was plain to him the girl confounded what
she-imagined with what she remnembered ; that, be-
sides, she perceived Condumine and Lord Mon-
boddoe forming thceories, and she adapted her story
to them.

Dr. Johnson said, * It is a pity to see Lord Mon-
boddo publish such notions as he has done ; a man
of sense, and of so much clegant learning. There
would be little in a fool doing it; we should only
langh : but when a wise man does it, we are sorry.
Other people have strange notions ; but they con-
ceal them. If they have tails, they hide them;
but Monboddo is as jealous of his tail as a squirrel.”
I shall here put down some more remarks of Dr
Johnson's on Lord Monboddo, which were not
made exactly at this time, but come m well from
conncetion. He said he did not approve of a
judge's calling himself Farmer Burnett ('), and
guing about with a little round hat. (*) He laughed

(1) It is the custom 1 Scotland for the judges of the Court of
Seasion to have the title of Lords, from ther estates; thus Mr.
Burnett 1s Lord Monboddo, as Mr. THome was Lord Kames.
There is something a little awkward in this; for they are de-
nominated in deeds by their names, with the addition of « one
of the senators of the colk,agv.- of justice;” and subscribe their
Christian and surnsme, as James Burnett, Henry Home, even
in judicial acts, ~ B, — We see that the same custom prevziled
amongat other gentlemen %5 well as the judges, Al the lairds
who are called by the names of their eststes, as Rasay, Col, &¢.
sign their Christian and sirnames, an J. Maclcod, ‘A. Maclean,

&c. The dignity of the judicial bench has conspcrated, in the
case of the s what wjfs once the coinmon practice of the
country.— C. .

(2) Why not, in a remote country retirement? — C.—[It
may be worth while to remark, that down to a very recemt
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heartily at his lordship’s saying he was an enthu-
siastical farmer ; « For,” said he, * what can he do
in farming by his enthusiasm?” Here, however,
T think Dr.Johnson mistaken. He who wishes to
be successful, or happy, ought to be enthusiastical,
that is to say, very keen in all the occupations or
diversions of life. An ordinary geutleman-farmer
will be satisfied with looking at his fields once or
twice a day : an enthusiastical farmer will be con-
stautly employed on them; will have his mind
carnestly engaged : will talk perpetually of them.
But Dr. Johuson has much of the nil admirari in
sinaller concerns.  That survey of life which gave
birth to his * Vanity of Iluman Wishes” carly
sobered hix mind.  Besides, so great a mind as his
cannot be moved by iuferior objects : an elephant
dous not run and skip like lesser animals.

Mr. Robertson sent a servant with us, to show us
through Lord Findlater's wood, by which our way
was shortened, and we saw some part of his domain,
which iy indeed admirably laid out. Dr. Johnson
did not choose to walk through it He always said
that he was not come to Scotland to see fine places,
of which there were enough in England; but wild
objects — mountains — water-falls —pcculiar man-
ners ; in short, things which he had not secn before.
1 have a notion that he at no time has had much
taste for rural beauties. 1lkavé myself very little.

period, judges both in London and Edinburgh were dis-
tinguished, whon mixing in common society, by certain grave
pecenliarities of dress: these, with sume few ancient and vener-
able exceptions, have now disappeared : and it secms dcubtful
whether the innovation was wise.—1835.]

| 4
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Dr. Johnson said there was nothing more eon-
temptible than a ccuntry gentleman living beyond
his income, and every year growing poorer and
poorer. He spoke strongly of the influence which
a man har by being rich. « .\ man,” said he,
* who keeps his money, has in reality more use from
Tt than he can have by spending it.” I observed
that this looked very like a paradox; but he ex-
plained it thus: “If it were certain that a wman
would keep his money locked up for ever, to be
sure he would have no influence; but, as so many
want money, and he has the power of giving it, and
they know not but by gaining his favour they may
obtain it, the rich man will always have the greatest
influence. MHe, again, who lavishes his money, is
laughed at as foolish, and in a grealdegree with
justice, considering how much is spent from vanity.
Even those who partake of a man’s hospitality have
but a transient kindness for him.  If he has not the
command of money, people know he cannot help
them if he would ; whereas the rich man always can,
if he will, and fov the chance of that, will have
much weight”  Boswenrn. ¢ But philosophers
and satirists have all treated a iniser as contempt-,
ible.” Jomwson. ¢ Heis so philosophically ; but
not in the practice of life. Boswrrr. % Let me
see now : I do not know the instances of misers in
England, so as to examine into their influence.”
Jounson, * We have had few wisers in England.”
BosweLL. “ There was Lowther.” () Jomnnsox.

(1) He means, no doubt, Sir James Lowther, of Whitchaven,
Bart.,, who di«ls{n 1755, immensely rich, but without issue, and

hit estates devolved on his relation, Sir James, aftérwards first
Earl of Lonsdale,— C,
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“ Why, Sir, Lowther, by keeping his money, had
the commaund of the county, which the family has
now lost, by spending it. (1) I take it he lent a
great deal; and that is the way to have influence,
and yvet preserve one’s wealth. A man may lend
his monecy upon very good security, amnd yet have
his debtor much under his power.” BosweLr
« No doubt, Sir. Ile cun always distress him for
the money ; as no man borrows who is able to pay
ou demand quite conveniently.”

We dined at Elgin, and saw the noble ruins of
the cathedral,  Though it rained much, Dr. John-
son exanmined them with the most patient attention.
He could not here feel any abhorrence at the
Seottish reformers, for he had been toll by Lord
Hailes, that it was destroyed before the reform-
ation, by the Lord of Badenoch(?), who had a

(1) T dp not know what wns at this ime the state of the par-
Jiamentary interest of the anciem family of Lowther; a family
before the canquest: but all the mauon knows it to be very ex-
tensive at present. A duc mixture of severity and kindness,
ecconomy and munificence, characterises its present represent-
attve,.—B.—The second Viscount and first Kart Lonsdale of his
branch, who was tevommended to Bos®ell's peculiar favour by
having married Lady A\lu;'y Stuart, the daughter of Juhn Earl
of Bute.—C.

{2) Noule, by Lord Hailes, —* The cathedral of Elgin was
burnt by the Lovd of Badenoch, because the Bishop of Moray
had pronuunced an award not to his hking. ‘The indemnification
that the see obfained was, thin the hord of Badenoch stood for
three days barcfovted at the great ghie of the cathedral.  The
stary is in the chartulary of lﬁ' in.” & Boswrit.—Light as this

cnance was, an Irish chieftw® fared still heufer.  The eighth

Sarl of Kildare was chmged before Henry V1L with having
buined the cathedral of Cashel: he exprossed his contrition for
this sacrilege, adding, that he never would have done 1t had he
not thought that the drchhishop had beew in it.  “Vhe king mnde
him lord-licuteuant. — Mr. Chambers adds, that it is strange.
that Boswcll should not have known, or that .

18
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quarrel with the bishop. The bishop's house, and
those of the other clergy, which are still pretty en-
tire, do not seem to have been proportioned to the
magnificence of the cathedral, which has been of
great extent, and had very fine carved work. The
ground within the walls of the cathedral is em-
ployed as a burying-place. The family of Gorden
have their vault here; but it has nothing grand.
We passed Gorden Castle (1) this forenoon,
which has a princely appearance. Fochabers, the
neighbouring village, is a poor place, many of the
houses being ruinous; but it is remarkable, they
have in gencral orchards well stored with apple-
trees.  Elgin has what in England are called piazzas,
that run in many places on cach side of the street.
It must have been a much better place formerly.
Probably it had piazzas all along the town, as
1 have seen at Bologna. 1 approved much of such
structures in a town, on account of their con-
veniency in wet weather. Dr. Joluson disapproved

should have falled to tell hira, that the cathedral of Elgin had
revived from the suerilelte of the Wuff of Badenoch, and its final
ruin was sccomplished by the cupidity of Murray, mck-vamed
the good Regent, who stripped the lead from the roof, and shipped
1t to be sold in Holland ; but the ship with its unhallowed
f;:g;in sunk soon afler it had left the harbour; so the ca-
thedral was ruined, withaut any profit to the spoiler. wC. ,

(1) T am not sure whether the Duke was at home ; but, not
having the honour of bring rouch kuown to his grace, I could
not have presumed to entew his pastle, though to Introduce even
so celebrated a stranger.  We were at any rattin a hurry to get
forward to the wildpess which we came to see. Perhaps, if
this noble family had still preserved that sequestered mag-
nificence which they maintained when catholics, corresponding .
with the Grand Duke of Tyscany, we might have been induces
1o have proenved propes letters of introduction, and devoied
wane time to the contemplation of venerable superstitious state,
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of them, ¢ because,” said he, ¢ it makes the under
story of a house very dark, which greatly over-
balances the conveniency, when it is considered
how small a part of the year it rains ; how few are
usually in the street at such times; that many who
are might as well be at home; and the little that
people suffer, supposing them to be as much wet as
they commonly arc in walking a street.”

We fared bat ill at our inn here; and Dr. John-
son said, this was the first time he had seen a
dinner in Seotland that he could not eat.

In the afternpon, we drove over the very heath
where Macbeth met the witches, according to
tradition. (!)  Dr. Johnson again solemuly re-
peated —

« Jlow far is't call'd to Fores? What are the«we,

So wither'd, and so wild in their attire?

‘That look not like the inhabitants o' the earth,

Aud yet are on’t?”
He repeated a good deal more of Macbeth. His
rccitation was grand and affecting, and, as Sir
Joshua Reynolds has observed to we, bad uo more
tone than it should have: it was the better for it.
He then parodicd the « All hail” of the witches to
Macbeth, addressing himself to me. 1 bad pur-

1) Mr. Macpherson, of Trinity Coll Cambridge, ob-
us'va)s on ﬂ:m pssngc,l’tlw. “ Bosthell w:g e,uite mmaﬁn in
1magi that he saw the spot where Mac met the witches
between Elgin and Fores. The tge place is between Fores
and Nairn. “ blasted heagh ™ bad been subscquently planted -
with trees, and when they were cut down some years ago, the
late Laird of Brodie preserved a clump to mark the conse-
crated grounil. 'The moor has been since replanted, but the
older grove is still distinguishable from the rest of the wood.
“The locality of the scene has never been doubted, s far as 1 can
Larn"—C, i .

1 4



130 LfFE OF JOHNSON., 1779,

chased some land called Dalblair ; and, as in Scot-
land it is customary to distinguish landed men by
the name of their estates, 1 had thus two titles,
Dalblair and young Auchinleck. So my friend, in
imitation of ’
« All hail, Macbeth! hatl to thee, Thane of Cawdor!”
condescended to amusc himself withe uttering

“ All hail, Dulbleir ! hail to thee, Laird of Juchinleck! (})

We got to Fores at night, and found an admirable
ium, in which Dr. Johnson was pleased to meet with
a landlord, who styled himself “ Wine-Cooper, from
London.” '

Friday, Auy. 27.—1It was dark when we came
to Fores lnst night ; so we did not see what is called
King Dunean’s monument. (3) I shall now mark
some gleanings of Dr. Johnson's conversation. I
spoke of Leonidas, and said there were some good
passages in it. Jouwvson. “Why, you must seek
for them.” He said, Paul Whitehead's Mauners
was a poor perfurmance. Speaking of Derrick, he
told me ¢ he had a'kindness for him, and had often
said, that if his letters had been written by one of a
more established name, they would have been
thought very pretty letters.”

This morning I introduced the subject of the
origin of evil. Jomwsox. “Moral evil is oc-

AY

(1) Pronounced as a dissyllable, A{flecke C.

(2) Duncan’s moriiment; a ln:ge column on the roadside
near Fores, more than twenty feet high, erected in com-
memoration of the finul retreat of the Danes from Scotland,
and properly caflud Siwene's Stone.— Warrzse Scorr,



Erar. 64. NAIRN. 121

casioned by free will, which implies choice hetween
good and evil. 'With all the evil that there is,
there is no man but would rather be a frec agent,
than a mere machine without the evil; and what is
best for each individaal, niust be best for the whole.
1f a man would rather'be a machine, I cannot
argue with him. He is a different being from me.”
BoswkLL. “ A man, as a machine, may have agree-
able sensations ; for instance, he may have pleasure
in music.” Jouxsox. * No, Sir. he cannot have
pleasure in music; at least no power of producing
mu~ic; for he who can produce music may let it
alone: e who can play npon a fiddie may break
it: such a man is not a machine.”  This reasoning
satisfied me. It is certain, there cannot be a free
agent, uuless there is the power of being evil as
well as good. We must take the inhercut possi-
Bilities of things into consideration, in our reason-
ings or canjectures coneerning the works of God.
We came to Nairn_to breakfist.  Though a
ecounty town and a royval burgh, it is a miserable
place. Over the rovn where ye sat, a girl was
spinning wool with a great wheel, and singing an
Erse song: «“ 1l warrant you,” said Dr. Johnson,
“ one of the songs of Ossian.” Ile then repeated
these lines : —
“ Verse sweetens toil, however rude the sound.
All at her work the villaggmiiden sings §
Nor, while she turns the giddy wheel arornd,
Revolves the sad vicissitude of things.” (')
.T thought. I had heard these lines before. Jonwsox.
« ] fancy not, Sir; for they are in a detached poem,

(1) [See ants, Vol. 111, p. 150.]
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the name of which I do not remember, written by
one Giffard, a parson.”

I expected Mr. Kenneth M-Aulay, the minister of
Calder, who published the History of St. Kilds, a
book which Dr. Johnson liked, would have met us
here, as 1 had written to him from Aberdeen. But
I received a letter from him telling me that he
could not leave home, as he was to administer the
sacrament the following Sunday, and carnestly re-
questing to see us at his manse. ¢ We'll go,” said
Dr. Johnson; which we accordingly did. Mrs
M¢Aulay received us, and told us her busband
was in the church distributing tokens.(!) We
arrived between twelve and one o'clock, and it was
near three before he came to us.

Dr. Johnson thanked him for his book, and said
“it was a very preity piece of topography.”
M¢Aulay did not seem much to mind the compli-
ment. From his conversation. Dr. Johnson was
persuaded that he had not written the book which
goes under his name. 1 mysclfl always suspected
so; and I hase been told it was written by the
learned Dr. John M‘Pherson of Sky, from the ma-
terials collected by M‘Aalay. Dr. Johnson said
privately to me, « There is a combination in it of
which M‘Aulay is not capable.” () However, he

(1) In Scotland there 1s a great deal of ration befors
sdrmimstering the sacrartent. ~The numister of the parish ex-
amines the people ss to their 'itness, and to those of whom he

gives little preces of tin, stamped with the nune of the
rish, a8 lokens, which they must pruduce befure receiving 1t

1 18 8 species of priestly power, and sometimes may be

abused. 1 remember a lawsuit br.ught hy a person agamst bis
pansh mimster, for refusing him udfmssl{n to that f&eﬂ ore

(2) Mr. Macphersm corroborates the surouse of Boswell
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was exceedingly hospitable; and, as he obligingly
promised us a route for our Tour through the
Western Isles, we agreed to stay with him all
night.

After dinner, we "walked to the old eastle of
Calder (pronounced Cawder), the Thane of Caw-
dor's seat, I was sorry that my friend, this  pros-
perous gentleman,” (1) was not there. The old tower
must be of great antiquity. There is a draw-
bridge — what bas betn a moat — and an ancient
court. There is a hawthorn tree, which rises like a
wooden pillar through the rooms of the castle ; for,
by a strange coneeit, the walls have been built
round it. The thickness of the walls, the small
slanting windows, and a great iron door at the
cntrance on the second story as you ascend the
stairs, all indicate the rude times in which this
castle was erected. There were hore some large
veperable trees. (2)

I was afraid of a quarrel between Dr. Johnson
and Mr. M‘Aulay, who talked slightingly of the
lower English clergy. The Dgctor gave him a
frowning look, and said, ¢ This is a day of novel-
ties: I have seen old trees in Scotland, and I have
heard the English clergy treated with disrespect.”

and Johnson, snd says, that Dr. Macpherson was certainly the
author of the book which gocs und®r M<Aula s name, The
dootor, an exeellent scholar, %as father of Sic John Maer
pherson, sometime governor-general of India.— C 18385,

(l) [Mr. Campbeu of Cawder was elevated to the peenge in

(2) Cawder Castle, here deucn'beﬂ. has been uince mm.))
duinaged by fire.— Warzer Scorr.
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I dreaded that a whole evening at Calder manse
would be heavy; however, Mr. Grant, an intelligent
and well-bred minister in the neighbourhood, was
there, and assisted us by his conversation. Dr.
Johnson, talking of hereditary occupations in the
Highlands, said, « There is no harm in such a
custom as this; but it is wrong to enforce it, and
oblige a man to be a tailor or a smith, because his
father has been one.” This custom, however, is not
peculiar to our Highlands ; it is well known that in
India a similar practice prevails.

Mr. M‘Aulay began a rhapsody against creeds
and confessions. Dr. Johnson showed, that * what
he called imposition, was only a voluntary declar-
ation of agreement in certain articles of faith, which
a church has a right to require, just as any other
socicty can insist on certain rules being observed by
its members. Nobody is compelled to be of the
church, as nobody is compelled to enter into a so-
ciety.,” This was a very clear and just view of the
subject; but M*Aulay could not be driven out of
his track. Dr. Jopson said,  Sir, you are a bigot
to laxness.” )

Mr.M¢Aulay and I laid the map of Scotland
before us; and he pomtcd out a route for us from
Inverness, by Fort Augustus, to Gilenelg, Sky, Mull,
Icolmkill, Lorn, and Inverary, which I wrote down.
As my father was o begin the northern circuit
about the 18th of September it was neeeasary for
us'éither to make our tour with great expedition, so
a8 to get to Auchinleck before he set out, or to pro-
traet it, 50 nf aot to be there till his return, which
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would be about the 10th of October. By M*Aulay’s
calculation, we were not to land in Lorn till the
20th of September. I thought .that the interrup-
tions by bad days, or by occasional excursions,
wight make it ten days later; and I thought, too,
that we might perhaps go to Benbecula, and visit
Clanranald, which would take a weck of itself,

Dr. Juhnson went up with Mr. Grant to the Ji-
brary, which cousisted of a tolerable collection ; but
the Doctor thought it rather a lady’s library, with
some Latin books in it by chance, than the lib
of a clergyman, It had only two of the Latin fa-
thers, anid one of the Greck fathers in Latin, I
doubted whethier Dr.Johnsen would be present at a
preshyterian prayer, I told Mr. MfAulay so, and
said that the Doctor might sit in the library while
we were at family worship. Mr.M‘Aulny said, he
would omit it, rather than give Dr.Johnson offence :
but T would by no means agree that an excess of
politeness, even to so great a man, should prevent
what I esteem as one of the best pious regulations.
1 know nothing morc beneticialy more comfortable,
more agreeable, than that the little societies of each
family should regularly assemble, and unite in praise
and prayer to our heavenly Father, from whom we
daily receive so much good, and may hope for more
in-a higher state of existence. = I mentioned to Dr. .
Johnson the over-delicatg screpulosity of our host.
He.said, he hed no objection to hear the prayer.
This was a pleasing surprise to me; for he.pefuped
to go and. hear Principal Robertson predich. ' &
will hear him,” =aid he, « if he willgetapbﬁna
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tree and preach; but I will not give a sanction, hy
my presence, to a presbyterian assembly.”

Mr. Grant having prayed, Dr. Johnson said, his
prayer was & very good one, but objected to his not
having introduced the Lord’s Prayer.(!) He told
us, that an Italian of some note in Loondon said once
to him, “ We have in our service a prayer called
the Pater Noster, which is a very fine composition.
I wonder who is the author of it.” A singular in-
stance of ignorance in a man of some literature and
general inquiry !

(1) [4 The most learncd of the Scottish Dactors would now
ladly admit a form of prayer if the people would endure it.
ﬁ‘he zeal or rage of congregations has its different degrees. In
some parishes, the Lord’s Prayer is suffered: in others, it is
still rejected as a form, and he that should make it part of his

supplication, would be suspected of heretical pravity.” emJorn-
soN's Journey.”]
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CHAPTER VI.

Fort George. — Sir Adolphus Oughton. — Lowth and
Warburton. — Dinner at Sir Fyre Coote's. — The
Stage. — BIrs. Cibber. — Mrs. Clive. — Mrs. Prit-
chard, — Inverness. — Macbeth’s Castle. — My,
Thrale's Brewery. — < Peregrinity.” — Coinage of
new Words, — Johnson on Horseback,— A Highland
Hut. — Fort Augustns. - Goverrar Trapaud. —
Anoch. — Emigration. — Goldsmith. — Life of a
Sailor. — Glensheal. — The Muacraas. — The Ratta~
Kin. — Glenelg.

Naturday, Aug. 28.— Dr. Jonnsox had brought a
Sallust with him in his pocket from Edinburgh.
He gave it last night to Mr. M¢Aulay’s son, a smart
voung lad about eleven years old. Dr. Johnson had
given an account of the education at Oxford, in all
its gradations, The advantage of being a servitor
to a youth of little fortune struck Mrs. M‘Aulay
much. I observed it aloud. Pr. Johnson very
handsomely and kindly said, that, if they would send
their boy to him, when he was ready for the uni-
versity; he would get him made a servitor, and
perha.ps would do more for him. He could not
promise to do more; but would undertake for the

servitorship.(?)

(1) Dr. Jobnson did not .ezwmmmm

his interest with the Rev. Dr. dnm,mwer f Pembroke.

N aroaas here be was luce n o e, e ined
a4 ¢ or a ut it seems

o L e Ay -
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1 should have mentioned that Mr. White,a Welsh-
man, who has been many years factor (7.e.steward)
on the estate of Calder, drank tea with us last
night ;- and, upon getting a note from Mr. M¢Aulay,
asked us to his house. We had not time to accept
of his invitation. He gave ur a letter of introduction
to Mr. Ferne, master of stores at Fort Goorge. He
showed it to me. It recommended #two celcbrated
gentlemen ; no less than Dr. Johnson, author of kis
Dictionary, and Mr. Boswell, known at Edinburgh
by the name of Paoli.” He said, he hoped I had
no objection to what he had written ; if I had, ke
would alter it. Ithought it was a pity to check his
effusions, and acquiesced ; taking care, however, to
scal the letter, that it might not appear that I had
read it.

A conversation took place about saying grace at
breakfast (as we do in Scotland), as well as at dinner
and supper: in which Dr,Johnson said, «1t is
enough if we have stated seasons of prayer; no
miatter when. A man may as well pray when he
mounts his horse, a» a woman when she milks her cow
(which Mr. Grant told us is done in the Highlands),
as at meals; and custom is to be followed.” (1)

We proceeded to Fort George. When we came
into the square, I sent a soldier with the letter to
Mr.Ferne. He came to us immediately, and along
with him Major Bitwse, of the Engineers, pro-
. .
{1l e v e et o e
think grace.ss proper st breakfast as at any other m Tt ix

the pleasuntest meal we have. Dr. Johnson has sliowed the
peculiar merit of breakfust in Scotland.
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nounced Bruce. He said he helieved it was origin-
ally the same Norman nagge with Bruce: that he
had dined at a house in London, where were three
Bruces, one of thedrish line, one of the Secottish
line, and himself of the English line. He said he
was shown it in the Herald’s Office, spelt fourteen
different ways. (!) I told him the different spellings
of my name, ' Dr.Johnson observed, that there had
been great disputes about the spelling of Shak-
speare’s name; at last it was thought it would he
settled hy looking at the original copy of his will;
but, upon examining it, he was found to bave writ-
ten it himsclf no less than three different ways.

Mr. Ferne and Major Brewse first carried ug to
wait on Sir Eyre Coote, whose regiment, the 37th, was
lying here, and who then commanded the fort. He
asked us to dine with him, which we agreed to do.

Before dinner we examined the fort. The Mujor
explained the fortification to us, and Mr.Ferne gave
us an account of the stores. Dr. Johnson talked of
the proportions of charcoal and saltpetre in making
gunpowder, of granulating it, and of giving it a
gloss. He made a very good I?gure upon these
topics. He said to me afterwards, that « he had
talkell ostentatiously.” We reposed ourselvesa little
in Mr. Ferne'’s houge. He had every thing in neat
order as in England ; and a tolerable collestion of .
books, "I looked into Pennant’s Tour in Seetland.
He says little of this fort  but that « the barracks,

(1) Bruce, the Abyssiniah traveller, found in the annale of
that region 1 king nsmad .er, which he chooses o considerthe
genuine ol y oF the name, This civpumstance occae

sionéd some nrirth at ﬂle eourt of (:ondu.u-WAun Scorr.
VOL. 1V. K & W
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&c. form several streets,” This is aggrandising.
Mr. Ferne observed, if he had said they form a
square, with a row of buildings before it, he would
have given a juster deacription. Dr. Johnson re-
marked, ¥ How seldom descriptions correspond with
realities ; and the reason is, the people do not write
them till some time after, and then their imagination
has added circumstances.”

W talked of Sir Adolphus Qughton. The Major
said, he knew a great deal for a military man. Jowx-
sox. “ Sir, you will find few men, of any profession,
who know more. Sir Adolphus is a very extraor-
dinary man ; a man of boundless curiosity and un-
wearied diligence.”

I know not how the Major contrived to introduce
the &ontest between Warburton and Lowth. Jonx-
S0N. “ Warburton kept his temper all along, while
Lowth was in a passion, Lowth published some of
Warburton's letters. Warburton drew him on to
write some very abusive letters, and then asked his
leave to publish them y which he knew Lowth could
not refuse, after what he bad done. So that War-
burton contrived that he should publish, apparently
with Lowth's consent, what could not but show
Lowth in a disadvantageous light.” (1) ¢

At three the drum beat for,dinper, 1, for a
little while, fancied myself a military man, and it

{1) Here Dr. Johnsca gave us of & conversation beld

At person md_ him, in the library st the
gre, m the c::g:-e of which this contest was con-

u;reupmmmgetthnmumm&mu

Sml um&mpmdbh It may perhaps at some future

;knle’be’wm 0 the —-B——ft’ummﬁ,?ﬂ. 1IL
Caand 7Y
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pleased me. We went to Sir Eyre Coote’s, at the
governor’s house, and found+im a most gentleman-
like man. His lady is a very agrceable woman, with
an uncommonly mild and swect tone of voice.
There was a pretty large company: Mr. Ferne,
Major Brewse, and several officers. Sir Eyre had
come from the East Indies by land, through the
deserts of Arabia. He told us, the Arabs could
live five days withont victuals, and subsist for three
weeks on nothing else but the blood of their camels,
who could lose so much of it as would suffice for
that time, without being exbausted. He highly
praised the virtue of the Arabs; their fidelity, if
4hey undertook to conduct any person; and said,
they would sacrifice their lives rather than let him
be robbed. Dr. Johnson, who is alwayy for main-
tajuing the superiority of civilised over uncivilised
men, said, % Why, Sir, I can see no superior virtue
in this. A serjeant and twelve men, who are my
guard, will die rather than that 1 shall be robbed.”
Colonel Pennington, of the 37fh regiment, took up the
argument with a good deal of spigit and ingenuity.
PexNineTON. * But the soldiers are compelled to
this, by fear of. punishment.” Jonxson. “ Well,
Sir, the Arabs are compelled by the fear of infamy.”
PeNNINGTON.  The soldiers have the same fear
of infamy, and the fear of punishment besides; so .
have less virtue; because they fct less voluatarily,”
Lady Coote observed very 7 well, that it ought to be
kuown if there was not, among the Arabs, some
punishment for niot being faithful on such occasions.
We talked of the stage. 1 observed, that we had
K 2
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not now such a company of actors as in the last age;
‘Wilks, Booth, &c. &e. - Jounson. ¢ You think
80, because -there is one who excels all the rest so
much; you compare them with Garrick, and see
the deficiency. Garrick’s great distinction is his
uviversality. He can represent all modes of life,
but that of an easy fine-bred gentleman.” (*)
PexninotoN. “He should give over playing
young parts” JonnsoN. “He does not take
them now; but he does not leave off those which
he has been used to play, because he docs them
better than any one else can do them. If you had
generations of actors, if they swarmed like hees, the
young ones might drive off the old. Mrs. Cibber, .
I think, got more reputation than she deserved, as
she had a great samcness; though her expreasion
. was, undoubtedly, very fine. Mrs. Clive was the
best player I ever saw. Mnrs. Pritchard was a very
good one; but she had something affected in her
manner: I imagine she had some player of the
former age in her eye,*which éecasioned it.”

Colonel Pennington said, Garrick sometinics
failed in emphasis ; as for instanee, in Hamlet,

@ I will speak daggers to her ; but use rone,”
¥

(1) Garrick used to tell that Johnson was 0 ignorsnt of
w!uu)tlw manners -of A fine gentleman were, that he said of
some straller at Lichfield, that there was a coursly vivacity about
him ; % whereas in fact,” added, Garrick, “‘he was the most yul-

ruffian that ever trod the boards,"—(pet, 12th March, 1776).
i'.; doubt the most difficult, ﬂm&ﬁh. perhaps, nat the highest,
branch of the uctors art is to_eateh the light colours and forma
of fashionahblo life; but if Garrick, who lived =0 much in the
highest sacicty, had not-this quality, what actor could ever hope
10 passess 17 - €.
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instead of
¢ 1 will gpeak daggers to ber; bunueme.

We had a dinner of two complete courses,
variety of wines, and the regimental band of music
playing in the square, before the windows, after it.
I enjoyed this day much. We were quite easy and
cheerful. Dr. Johnson said, “I shall always re-
member this fort with gratitude.” I could not help
being struck with some admiration, at finding upon
this barren sandy point such buildings, such a
dinner, such company: it was like enchantment.
Dr. Jobhnson, on the uther hand, said to me more
rationally, that «it did not strike Aize as any thing
extraordinary ; because he knew, here was a large
sumx of money expended in building a fort; here
was & regiment.  If there had been less than what
we found, it would have surprised him.” He
looked coolly aud deliberately through all the
gradations : my warm imagination jumped from the
barren sands to the aplendid dinner and brilliant
company ; to barrow the expression of an absurd
poet, °

. % Withour ands or ifs,
I leapt from off the sands upon the cliffs.”
The whola stene gave me 'a strong impression of
the power and excellence of human art.

We left the fort - between six and seven o'clock :
Sir Eyre Coote, Colouel Pennington, and several
more, accompanied us down stairs, and saw us into
vur chaise. Thére could not be greater attention
puid to any visitors, 8ir Eyre syokeof thehard-
ships which Dr. Juhmonhd before him. BosweLL.

k8
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« Considering what he has said of us, we must make
him feel something rough in Scotland.” Sir Eyre
said to him, “ You must change your name, Sir.”
BosweLL. “ Ay, to Dr. M‘Gregor.”

We got safely to Inverness, and put up at Mac.
kenzie's inn. Mr. Keith, the collector of excise
here, my old acquaintance at Ayr, who had secn us
at the fort, visited us in the evening, and engaged
us to dine with him next day, promising to break-
fast with us, and take us to the English chapel ; so
that we were at oncc commodiously arranged.

Not finding a letter here that I expected, I felt
a momentary impatience to be at home. Transient
clouds darkened my imagination, and in those elouds
I saw events from which I shrunk; but a sentenee
or two of the Rambler’s conversation gave me firm-
ness, and I considered that I was upon an expedition
for which I had wished for years, and the recollece
tion of which would be a treasure to me for life.

Sunday, Aug. 29. — Mr. Keith breakfasted
with us. Dr. Johnson expatiated rather too
strongly upon the benefits derived to Scotland
from the Union, and the bad state of our people
before it. I am entertaincd with bis copious ex-
aggeration upon that subject; but I am uneasy
when people are by, who do not mow him as well
as I do, and may be apt to think him narrow-
minded. () I thekefore diverted the subject, '

© (1) It is remarksble that Dr. Johnson read this
“@ took no notice of itto me.wB.«=Dr. n:o?;
3

e e

and conrage in writing so froely sbout his grent friend,—sC,
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The English chaPel, to which we went this morn-
ing, was but mean. The altar was a bare fir table,
with a coarse stool for kneeling on, covered with a
piece of thick sailcloth doubled, by way of cushion.
The congregation was small. Mr. Tait, the clergy-
man, read prayers very well, though with much of
the Scotch accent. He preached on ¢ Love your
enemies.” It was remarkable that, when talking of
the connections amongst men, he said, that some
connected themselves with men pf distinguished
talents ; and since they could not equal them, tried
to deck themselves with their merit, by heing their
companions. The scuntence was to this purppse.
It bad au odd coincidence with what might be said
of my connecting myself with Dr. Johnson.

After church, we walked down to the quay. We
then weut to Macbeth’s castle. (') I'had a romautic
sptisfaction in seeing Dr. Johnson actually in it. It
perfectly corresponds with Shakspeare’s description,
which Sir Joshua Reynolds has so happily illus-
trated, in one of his notes on our immiortal poet : —

“ This castle hath a pleasant sggt: the air
Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself
Unto our gentle sense,” &c.

Just as we eame out of it, a raven perched on one
of the chimney-tops, and croaked. Then I repeated
& The Taven himself is hoarse,

That, crosks the fatal entrance of Duncan
Undor my battlements.” °

(l){Bmllmﬂnminuoﬂheroydfonmwhkhhu
since been levelled ipwabowhugfrun has recontly been
dx:uwné'g;u. 8oc. Scot, v:h'i:. t:at if Wu
CRStic mlghbmo‘ﬂtt mu hl"m ‘m
dhmmmmwt';m:uu] .

{
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We dined at Mr. Keith's. Mrs. Keith was rather
too attentive to Dr. Johnson, asking him many
questions about his drinking only water. He re-
pressed that observation. by saying to me, ¥ -u may
remember that Lady Errol took no notice of this.” (1)

Dr, Johnson has the happy art (for which I have
heard my father praise the old Earl of Aberdeen (2)
of nstructing himself, by making every man he
meets tell him something of what he knows best.
He led Keith to talk to him of the excise in Scot-
land ; and, in the course of conversation, mentioned
that his friend Mr. Thrale, the great brewer, paid
twenty thousand pounds a year to the revenne ; and
that he had four vats, each of which holds sixtcen
hundred barrels — above & thousand hogsheads.(3)

After this there was little conversation that de-
serves to be remembered. I shall, therefore, here
again glean what I have omitted on former days.
Dr. Gerard, at Aberdeen, told us, that when he was
in Wales, he was shown a valley inhabited by Danrs,
who still retair their own language, and are quite a

(1) Of the two, hawfter, was not Dr. Johnson's observation
the least well-brett?—C,

Lz;) Wélliam Gordom, second Earl of Aberdeen, who died in
"(s} {On the death &f Mr. Thrule, in 1781, the brewery was

sold by his executors (of whom Dr. Johnson was one) to Messrs,
Barclay, Perkina, and Co. Since the ' lish-

a) ;
%zmlzt“.mm amounted, ¥n 1833, t0'98,175, and in 1834
it came within o fraction of 100,000 gusrters.
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distinct people. Dr. Johnson thought it could not
be true, or all the kingdom mwust have heard of it
He said to me, as we travelled, ¢ These people, Sir,
that Gerard talks of, may have somewhat of a pere-
grinity in their dialect, which relation has augmented
to a diffcrent language.” I asked him if peregrinity
was an English word. He laughed, and said, «No.”
I told him this was the second time that I had heard
him coin a word. When Foote broke his leg, I
abserved that it would make him fitter for taking
off George Faulkner as Peter Paragraph, poor
George having a wooden leg. Dr. Johnson at that
time said,  George will rejoice at the depeditution
of Foote:” and when I challenged that word,
laughed, and owned he had made it, and added that
he had not made above three or four in his Dic-
tionary.

Having conducted Dr. Johnson to our inn, I
begged permission to leave him for a little, that I
might run about and pay seme short visits to several
good people of Inverness. He said to me, ¢ You
have all the old-fashioned princigjes, good and bad.”
I acknowledge [ have. That of attention to rela-
tions ih the remotest degree, or to worthy persons
in every state, whom I have once known, I inherit
from my father. It gavé me much satisfaction to
hear every body ut Inverness speak of him with un-
common regard. Mr. Keith and Mr. Grant, whom
we had seen at Mr. M<£ulay’s, supped with us at
the inn. We had roasted kid, which Dr. Johnson
had never tasted before. He relished it much.

Mondzy, Aug. 80.— This day we were to begin
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our egquitation, 83 I said ; for I would needs make
a word too. It is remarkable, that my noble, and
to me most constant, friend, the Earl of Pembroke (1)
(who, if there is too mach ease on my part, will
please to pardon what his benevolent, gay, social
intercourse, and lively correspondence, have in-
sensibly produced), has since hit upon the very
same word. The title of the first edition of his
lordship’s very useful book was, in simple terms,
“ A Method of Breaking Horscs and Teaching
Soldiers' to ride.” The title of the second edition
is  Military Equitation.”

We might have taken a chaise to Fort Augustus;
but, had we not hired horses at Inverness, we should
not have found them afterwards: so we resolved to
begin here to ride. We had three horses, for Dr.
Johnson, mysclf, and Joseph, and one which caf.
ried our portmanteaus, and two Highlanders who
walked along with us, John Hay and Lauchland
Vass, whom Dr. Johnson has remembered with
credit in his Journey, though he has omitted their
names. Dr. Johncon rode very well.

About three miles beyond Inverness, we saw, just
by the road, a very complete specimen of what is
called a Druid’s temple. There was a double circle,
one of very large, the otheér of smaller stones. Dr.
Jobnsen justly observed, that, « to go and see one
druidical temple is only to see that it is nothing, for
there is neither art nor pbwer in xt( )i and neemg

one is quite enough.”

gl)menry, tenth Eurl, born Mmh 1734, died Ju. mu.]
‘(2) This weeros hastily said; there must surely have been
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It was a delightful day. Loch Ness, and the road
upon the side of it, shaded with birch trees, and the
hills above it, pleased us much. The scene was as
sequestered and agreeably wild as could be desired,
and for a time engrossed all our attention.

To see Dr. Johnson in any new situation is always
an interesting object to me; and, as I saw him now
for the first time on horseback, jaunting about at his
ease in quest of pleasure and wovelty, the very dif-
ferent occupations of his former laborious life, his ad-
mirable productions, his  London,” his ¢ Rambler,”
&e. &e. immudiately presented themselves to my
mind, and the contrast made a strong impression on
my imagination.

When we had advanced a good way by the side
of Loch Ness, 1 perceived a little hut, with an old-
looking woman at the door of it. I thought here
might be a scene that would amuse Dr. Johnson;
so I mentioned it to him. “ Let’s go in,” said he.
We dismounted, and we and our guides entered the
hut. It was a wretched little hovel of earth only,
I think, and for a window had only a small hole,
which wns stopped with a piefe of turf, that was
taken out occasionally to let in light. In the middle
of the room or space which we entered was a fire
of peat, the smoke going out at a hole in the rdof
She had a pot upon it, with goat's flesh, boiling,
There.was 2t one end under the same roof, but di-
vided by a kind of partition made of wattles, 2 peq
pr fold jn which we saw a good many kids. o

some art and vast 1o erect = ColSee
son's own Mm-mupon mmmge,inul&uw
‘Thrale, post, October 9, 1789,~ MaskLAND.} .
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Dr. Johnson was curious to know where she slept.
I asked one of the guides, who questioned her in
Ermse. She answered with a tone of emotion, saying
(as he told us). she was afraid we wanted, to go to
bed to her. This coquetry, or whatever it way be
called, of so wrctehed a heing, was truly ludicrous.,
Dr. Johnson and 1 afterwards were merry upon it
I said, it was he who alarmed the poor woman's
vittue. “ No, Sir.”” said he, « she'll say, ¢ There
came a wicked young fellow, a wild dog, who, 1 be-
lieve, would have ravished me, had there not been
with him a grave old gentleman, who repressed him:
but when he gets out of the sight of his tutor, 1'l
warrant you he'll spare no woman he meets, young
or old.” "—+ No, Sir,” I replied, « she'll say, ¢ There
was a terrible ruffian who would bave forced me, had
it not hecn for a civil decent young man, who, I take
it, was an angel sent from heaven to protect me.”

Dr. Jobnson would not hurt ber delicacy, by in-
sisting on « seeing her bed-chamber,” like Archer
in the Beaux Stratagem. But my curiosity was
more ardent; Ilighted a picee of paper, and went
into the place where the bed was. There was a
little partition of wicker, rather more neatly done
than that for the fold, and close by the wall was a
kind of bedstead of wood, with heath upon it by

way of bed'; at the foot of which I saw some sort
of blankets or covering rolled up in a heap. The
woman's name was Fraser} so was her husband's.
He was a man of eighty. Mr. Fraser, of Balnain,
allows him to live in this hut, and keep sixty goats,
for taking cars of bis woods, where he then was.
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They had five children, the eldest only thirteen.
‘two were gone to Inverness to buy meai; the rest
were looking after the goats. This contentea famuy
had four stacks of barley, twenty-four sheaves in
cach. They had a few fowls. We were informed
that they lived all the spring without mcal, upon
milk and curds and whey alone. What they get for
their goats, kids, and fowds, maintains them during
the rest of the year.

She asked us to sit down and take a dram. I saw
one chair. She said she was as happy as any
woman in Scotland.  She could hardly speak any
English ¢xeept a few detauched words.  Dr. Johnson
was pleased at secing, for the first time, such a state
of human lifc. She asked for snuff. It is her
luxury, and she uses a great deal.  'We had none;
but gave ber sixpeuce apiece. She then brought
out her whisky bottle. I tasted it; as did Joseph
and our gaides : so I gave her sixpence more.  She
sent us away with many prayers in Erse.

We dined at a public-house called the Gmeml'a
Hut (1), from General Wado, wito was lodged there
when he commanded in the north. Near it is the
meanest parish kirk I ever saw. It is a shame it
should be on & high road. After dinner we
passed through a good deal of mountainous country,
I had known Mr. Trapaud, the deputy-governor
of Fort Augustus, twelye years ago, at a circuit at
Inverness,” where my father was judge. 1 sent

(1) It is very odd, that when these roads were made, thcm
was no care taken for Jnns. The King's House and the Ginernd's
Hut, are miserable places; but the project and plans Were
purcly military, - Warrek Scorr.
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forward one of our guides, and Joseph, with a card
o him, that he might know Dr. Johnson and I were
coming up, leaving it to him to invite us or not. It
was dark when we arrived. The inn was wretched.
Government ought to build one, or give the resident
governor an additional salary; as in the present
state of things, he must necessarily he put to a
great expense in entertaining travellers.  Joseph
.announcerld to us, when we alighted, that the go-
vernor waited for us at the gate of the fort. We
walked to it. He met us, and with much civility
conducted us to his house. ' It was comfortable to
find ourselves in a well-built little square, and a
ncatly furnished house, in good company, and with
2 good supper before us; in short, with all the
conveniencies of civilised life in the midst of rude
mountains. Mrs. Trapaud, and the governor’
daughter, and her husband, Captain Newmarsh,
were all most obliging and polite. The governor
bad excellent animal spirits, the conversation of a
soldier, and somewhat of a Frenchman, to which his
extraction entitles &im. He is brother to General
Cyrus Trapaud. We passed a very agrecable evening.
Tuesday, Aug. 31.— The governor has a very
good garden. We looked at it, and at the rest
of the fort, which is but small, and may be com-
manded from a variety of hills around. We also
Jooked at the galley Or sloop belonging to the fort,
whigh sails wpon the Loch, and brings what is
wanted for the garrison. Captains Urie and
Darppe, of the 15th regiment of foot, breakfasted
with us They had served in America, and ene
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tertained Dr. Johnson much with an aercoun® of the
Indians. He said he could make a very pret*~ book
out of them, were he to stay there. Governor
Trapaud was much struck with Dr. Johnson, ¢ {
like to hear him,” said he, *it is so majestic. 1
should be glad to hear him speak in your court.”
lic pressed us to stay dinner ; but I considered that
we had a rude road before us, which we could more
casily encounter in the morning, and that it was
hard to say when we might get up, were we to sit
down to good entertainment, in good company: I
therefore hegged the governor would excuse us.
Here, too, I had another very pleasing proof how
much my father is regarded. The governor ex-
pressed the highest respect for him, and bade me
tell him that, if he would come that way on the
northern circuit, he would do him all the honours
of the garrison.

Between twelve and one we set out, and travelled
eleven miiles, through a wild country, till we came to
a house in Glenmorisun, called Anoch, kept Lt
M-Queen. (') Our landlord was a sensible fellow :
he had iearnt his grammar, and Dr. Johnson justly
observed, that ¢ a man is the better for that as long
as he lives,” There were some books here: a
Treatise against Drunkenncss, translated from the
French; a volume of the Spectator; a volume

(1) 4 M‘Queen is a Highland ode of ¢ on  An
Englishman would say one &'Qucen. But where thefe are
clans or tribes 6f men, distinguished b}g’pur(mymic 3imaes,
the individuals of each are considered as if they were of different,

ies, at lcast as much as natious are distinguished ; s vaat &

1‘Queen, & M‘Donald, a MLean, is said, as we say a Fresche
wan, an ltalian, 8 Spanisrd,



144 LIFE OF JOIINSON. 1773.

o Orideaux’s Connexion, and Cyrus's Travels.
&L Queen said he had more volumes ; and his pride
seemed to be much piqued that we were surprised
at nus having books.

Near to this place we had passed a party of
soldiers, under a serjeant’s command, at work upon
the road. We gave them two shillings to drink.
They came to our inn, and made merry in the barn.
We went and paid them a visit, Dr. Johnson saying.
“ (‘ome, let’s go and give 'em another shilliug
apiece.” We did so; and he was saluted * My
lord " by all of them. lle is really generous, loves
influence, and has the way of gaining it. He said,

-« T am quite feudal, Sir.” Here I agree with him.
I said, I regretted I was not the head of u clan:
however, though not possessed of such an hereditary
advantage, I would always endeavonr to make my
tenants follow me. I could not be a patriarchal
chief, but I would be a feudal chief.

The poor soldiers got too much liquor. Some of
them fought, and leﬂ:‘f)d upon the spot, and
cursed whisky next me= The house here was
built of thick turfs, an | ) thed with thinuer turfs
and_Beath. It had thre. Tooms in length, and a
little room which projected. Where we sat, the side-
walls were wainscoted, as Dr. Johnson said, with
wicker, very npeatly plaited. OQOur landlord had
made the whole.with+his own hands.

After dinner, M‘Queen“sat by us a while, and
wmiked with us. He said, all the Laird of Glen-
zsnison’s people would hleed for him, if they were
well used ; but that' seventy men had gone out of
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the Glen to America. That he himsclf intended

to go next year; for that the rent of his farm,

which, twenty years ago, was only five pounds, was

now raised to. twenty pounds. That he could pay

ten pounds, and live, but no more. Dr. Johnson
said, he wished M‘Queen laird of Glenmorison,
and the laird to go to America. M%Queen very
generously answered, he should be.sorry for it, for
the laird could not shift for himself in America as
he could do.

I talked of the officers whom we had left to-day ;
how much service they had seem, and how little
they got for it, even of fame. Jonwsox. “Sir, a
soldier gets as little as any man can get.” Boswevrr.
“ Goldsmith has ecyguired more fame than all the
officers last war, who were not generals.” Jonxsox.
“Why, 8ir, you will fiud ten thousand fit to do
what they did, before you find one who does what

.Goldsmith Las done. You must counsider, that a
thing is valued according to its rarity. A pebble
that paves the street is in itself more useful

the diamond upon a lady's finggr.” I wish our
friend Goldsmith had heard this.

I yesterday expressed my wonder that John Hay,
one of our guides, who had been pressed aboard &
man of war, did not choose to continue in it longer’
than nine months, after which time he got .off
Jonxson. “ Why, Sir, no man*will be a sailor who .
has contrivance emmgh fo get himself into 8 jail;
for, being in a ship is heing in & juil, with thn
chance of being drowned.” -

We had tea mmeqmmo.;,mdom lmmw,
VOL.!V. L
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daughter, a modest, ciril girl, very ncatly dressed,
made it for us. She told us, she had been a year
at Inverness, and learnt reading and writing, sew
ing, knotting, working lace, and pastry. Dr. John
son made her a present of a book which he had
bought at Inyerness. (')

The room had ‘some deals laid across the joists,
as a kind of ceiling. There were two beds in the
room, and a woman's gown was hung on a rope to
make a curtain of separation between them. Joseph
had sheets, which my wife had sent with us, Jaid on
them. We had much hesitation, whether to un-
dress, or lie down with our clothes on. I said at
last, < I'll plunge in! There will be less harbour
for vermin about me when I am stripped.” Dr.
Johnson said, he was like one hesitating whether to
go into the cold bath. At last he revolved too. I
observed he might serve a campaign. JomNson.

(1) 'This book has given rise to much inquiry, which has
ended in ludicrous surprise. Several ladics, wishing to learn
“wiukind of reading which the great and geod Dr. Johnson
esteomed most it for a youog woman, desired to know what
book ke had selectedfor this Highland nymph, “They never
adverted,” said bhe, “ That I had no choice in the roatter.
have said ¢hat I presented her with a book, which I happened
to- have sbout me.” ‘Aud what was this book? My readers,
nre your features for merriment. It was Cocker’s Arith-
m herever was mentioned, there was a loud laugh,
- at which Dr. J. 1y when present, used sometimes to bo
" dittle'angry. -duy, when we werc dining at General Ogle-
thotpe's, where we hiad inany a valusble day, [ ventured to in-
e him, ¥ But, Sk, 34-it pot somewhat singular that you
hnpmm Cocken's Arithmetic about on your
? nu‘dcmm’ymeha:mu nverneus?
“He gave me g vo>y sufiicient auswer, “ Why, Sir, if you.ave.to
have but one vk wil ymiupm'ajfutm, let it be a book of
+ sqiexice, W hen you have tesd through a book of entertainment,
you koow it, and it can do Do, mere for you; but a book of
sefence i inexhidustible. - v T .
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“ I could do all that can be done by patience:
whether I should have strength enough, 1 know not.”
He was in excellent humour. To see the Rambler
as I saw him to-night, was really an amusement. I
yesterday told him, 1 was thinking of writing a
poetical letter to him, on his return from Scotland,
in the style of Swift's humorous epistle in the
character of Mary Galliver to her husband, Captain
Lemuel Gulliver, on his return to England from the
<ountry of the Ifouyhnhmns ;: —

« At early morn 1 to the market haste,

Stadious in ev'ry thing to please thy taste,

A curious fowd and sparagrass 1 chose ;°

(For 1 remember yon were fond of those:)

Three shillings cost the first, the last seven groats;
. Sulien you turn frum both, and call for Oars.”
He laughed, and asked in whose name I would
write it. I said in Mrs. Thrale’s. He was angry.
“ 8ir, if you have any sense of decency or delicacy
vou won’t do that.” Boswerr. « Then let it be in
Cole’s, the landlord of the Mitre tavern, where g
have so often sat together.” JoHNnsoN. « Ay, that
may do.”

After we had offercd up our private devotions,
and had chatted a little from our beds, Dr. Johnson.
said, “ God bless us both, for Jesus Christ’s. nﬁeﬁi
Good night” I pronounced * Amen” He fell
aslecp immediately. I was not,s0 fortunate for 8
long. time, I- !‘s;ueied mgaelf bit by innumerabi
vermin- under the clothes. and that a spider was
travelling from the wagnseqt towards' my mouﬂ!
At last I fell into insensibility.

Wednesday, Septc 1.—1 a\rnked very uﬂy. &

L2 R
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began to imagine that the landlord, being about to
emigrate, might murder us to get our money, and
lay it upon the soldiers in the barn. Such ground-
less fears will arise in the mind, before it has re-
sumed its vigour after sleep. Dr, Jolmson had had
the same kind of ideas; for ke told me afterwards,
that he considered so many.soldiers, baving seen us,
wonld be witnesses, should any harm be done, and
that circumstance, I suppose, he considered as a se-
curity. When I got up, I found him sound asleep
in his mizerable sty, as I may call it, with a coloured
handkerchief tied round his head. With difficulty
could I awaken. It reminded me of Henry the
Fourth’s fine soliloquy on sleep (?), for there was
here as uneasy a pallet as the poet’s imagmggﬁgn
could possibly coneeive.

A red coat of the 15th regiment, whether officer,
or only serjeant, I could not be sure, came to the
house, in Lis way to the mountains to shoot deer,
which it scems the Laird of Glenmorison does not

Ynder any one to do. Few, indeed, can do them
harm. We hadehim to breakfast with as. We got
away about ¢ight, M‘Queen walked some ‘miles to
give us a convoy. He had, in 1745, joined the

hland ermy at Fort Augustus, and continued in
it 6ill after the battle of Culloden. ~ As he narrated .
the particnlprs of that ill-advised, but brave attempt,
leouldnot refmﬁfromwars. Them ismcem,in”
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sssociation of ideas in my mind upon that subject,”
by which I am strongly affected. The very High-
land names, or the sound of a bagpipe, will stir my
blood, and fill me with a mixture of melancholy
and respect for courage; with pity for an un-
fortunate and superstitious regard for antiquity,
and thoughtless inclination for war ; in short, with
a crowd of sensations with which sober rationality
has nothing to do. .
We passed through Glensheal (1), with prodigioun
mountains on each side. We saw where the battle
‘was fought, in the year 1719. Dr. Johnson owned
he was now in a secne of as wild nature as he could
see; but Le corrected me sometimes in my inac-
curate observations. “There,” said I, “is a moun-
tain like a cone,” Jouvsox. ¢ No, Sir, it would
be called 8o in & book ; and when a man comes to
look at it, he secs it is not so. It is indeed pointed

(1) In 1719, Spain projected an invasion of Scotland in be.
half of the She y and destined a, t foree for that ”
under the command of the Duke g;%ﬂqond. But owing o
storms, only three frigates, with three hgmdred or four h’nngml,

on board, arvived in Scodand-  They had with them
the banished Eayt of Scatorth, chief of the Mackenzies, 2 man
of great power, exited for his share in the rebellion of 3715,
gi:mdl a conniderable bagofl;‘li llnde&af his c:: m&

ndly clens, and disembarking the Spaniacds, cathe ag ¢8|

the great valley called Glensheal, in the West Highlunds,
General ' Wightinan marched ageinst them from Inverness with
« fow regular forcey, and several of the Grants, Rosses, Munvos,
and other clans friendly to governmctit.  He found the ingur-
" gents it possession of 4 very gtrong pass called Strachel, fiom
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at the top; but oxe side of it is larger than the
other.” (!) Another mountain I called immense.
JorNsox. “ No; it is no more than a cons:derable
protnberance.”

We came to a rich green valley, comparatively
speaking, and stopped a while to let our horses rest
and eat grass.(?) We soon afterwards came to
Auchnashes], a kind of rural village, & number of
cottages being built together, as we saw all along in
the Highlands. We passed many miles this day
without seeing a house, but only little summer huts,
called shielings. Even Campbell, servant to- Mr.
Murchison, factor to the Laird of Macleod in:
Glenelg, ran along with us to-day. He was a very
obliging fellow. At Auchnasheal, we sat down on
a green turf-seat at the end of a house; they

(1) This was h ritical; the hill is indeed not a coue, but
it is fike one.—WarrER Scovr.

(2) "Dr.Johnson, in his ¢ Journey,” thus beautifully describes '
his siteation h.:-reh “ Idu;t d:;;n on f:; bmk. wch as 8 mer of
ce might have de to no
wwhlsper aver my'ﬂnd. but a s‘w rivulet'strewned 8t
myfm. The day wa“ im, the air soft, and all was rudeness,
nlenchel.” vmdl m‘hyhi Bel‘wewme, m';d on. either ?ode,mwg:

5, whi ] rom ranging, for
:':nisnhd to find entertainment for mz:f. quher% spent the
hour wel, I know not for here 1 first conceived the thought
f*thisnu'uﬁon tianevwmwltha :p«rnu::

wmoc s fort ¢ event in the annals of mermth ‘
mhﬂﬁab::nlhehii w?ﬁehwemc'eltm

to md:l‘go “ourselyes ina would favo

thie Caledanian 5 t0 b ﬁr ever, with their
softest bregzes,-.on W~Wr¢ our author reclis o
quest of Flors, that it wight b i with dre
Eayest and mow Eragast productions of the yeur™ . x|
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brought us out two wooden dishes of milk, w?:ich
we tasted. One of them was frothed like a.syllabub.
1 saw a womsn preparing it with such a stick as is
used for chocolate, and in the same manner. We
hiad a considerable circle abeut us, men, women,
and children, all M‘Craas (}), Lord Seaforth's
people. * Not one of them could speak English. I
observed to Dr. Johnson, it was much the same as
being with a tribe of Indians. Jonnson. ¢ Yes,
8ir, but not so terrifying.” 1 gave all who chose it
souff and tobacoo. (vovernor Trapaud had made
us buy a quantity at Fort Augustus, and put them
*up in small parcels, I also gave each person a piece
of wheat bread, whieh they had never tasted before.
T then gave a penny apiece to each child. I tokt
Dr. Johnson of this: upon which he called to
Joseph and cuar guides, fur change for a shilling,
and declared that he would distribute among the
children. . Upon this being announced in Erse,
there was a great stir: not only did some children
come running down from neighbouring huts,
observed one black-haired mangwho had been with
us all along, had gone off, and returned, bringing a
very young child. My fellow traveller then ordered
the children to be drawn up in a row, and he deal:

“2«{‘?“’&’3‘&#“‘“:%“ 'Ja‘.?‘m"“’ el ""‘m“"“"ﬁ‘“&“ﬁs
curred in A w no ¢ or ban!
their own, but Mmustered uider thet of another tribe. They
~wepe: 1 mchcdwﬁehmmmoccmanofm
nt ,th;rmmusﬁn&m:ho Mackendies, and
llave-im:a:l!:'e under mammed. ;I;heym;
wlways, ang 4L, 2 pet-of nnzmen,umu  attached .
o m?c«baﬁe (or stag's head) s the .ckenziu. wﬂmuh '
standard propetlzhhn'i.-- xizzs, Scory o ~

- X . . .{-,«‘
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about his copper, and made them and their parents
all tappy. The poor M“Craas, whatever may be
their present state, were of considerable estimatiuvn
in the year 1715, when there was a line in a song :

« And aw the brave M‘Craas are coming.” (1)

_ There was great diversity in the faces of the circle
around us; some were as black and wild in their
appearance a8 any American savages whatever,
One woman was as comely almost as the figure of
Sappho, as ‘we see it painted. We asked the old
woman, the mistress of the house where we had the
milk (which, by the by, Dr. Johnson told me, for I
did not observe it myself, was built not of turf, but
of stone), what we should pay. She said what we
pleased. One of our guides asked her, in Erse, if a
shilling was enough. She said, “.Yes.” Dut some.

{1) The M‘Craas, or Mactaes, were, since that time, brough
into the king’s army, by the late Lord Seaforth, When the
lay in Edinburgh Castle, in 1778, and were ardered to amburi

, they, with a number of other men in the regiment,
\iferent reasons, but mipemnllv en apprehension that they
were to be sold to the East Tudia Company, though inlisted not *
to be sent.out of Greaf¥dritain without their own consent, made
a determined mutiny, and encamped upon the lofty mountain,
Arthu'’s Seat, where they remained tbree daysand three nights,
bidding defance to all the force in Scotiand, At last they
came down, and embarked pucublyAMVmg obtained formal

articles of caﬁlﬁzbﬁon, .rPned by Sir dt:}plm'a [T

:} Ba \Jli:;;h, th Earl ot'al')u moﬁ.y e tl»‘h .
CCIEN e 0| e, -
- the mee;:?:n Rorite o the Mons'

grwam it I ﬁm hat.ndh drawn
tion 0 ve -
ts:uhr fellows have nh:::ern:;d

‘ alse in the Eagt 1
Rt T.."Wﬁ,é’w, SRR b e
A0 the s34 Mac Ra' comin, "l
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* of the men bade her ask more. This vexed me;
because it showed a desire to impose upon strangers,
as they knew that even ‘a shilling was high pay-
ment.  The woman, however, honestly persisted in
her first price; sol gave her half a crown. Thus
we had one good scene of life uncommon to us.
The people were very,much pleased, gave us many
blessings, and said they had not had such a day
since the old Laird of Macleod’s time.

Dr. Johnson was much refreshed by this repast.
He was pleased when I told him he would make a
good chief. He said, « Were I a chief, I would dress
my servants better than mysclf, and knock a fellow
down if he looked sauey to a Macdonald in rags;
but I would not treat men as brutes. I would let
them know why all of my clan were to have atten-
tion paid to then. I would tell my upper servants
why, and make them tell tho others.”

We rode on well, till we came to the Ligh moun-
tain calledd the Rattakin, by which time both Dr.,
Johnson and the horses were & good deal fatigue
It is a terrible steep to climb, niftw lthstaudmg the
road is formed slanting along it ; however, we made
it out. 'On the top of it we met Captain Macleod,
of Balmenoch (a Dutch officer who had come from
Sky), riding with his sword slung across him. He
asked, *Is this Mr. Bcs'weli?" which was a proof
that we were expedted. Gamg dowa the hill on
the other ‘side was no s'qy task. As Dr. Jobuson
was a great weight, the two guides agreed that he
should-ride;the horses alternately. Hay's were the
two best, and the Doctor.wonld not ride but--upon
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one or other-of them, a black or'abrown Bat, as -
Hay oomplained mueb after ascending the Rattakin,
the Doctor was prevailed with to mount one of
Vass's grays.  As he rode upon it down bill, it did
fiot go well, and he grumbled, [ walked on a little
before, but was escessively entertained with the
method taken to keep hin in, good humour. Hay
led the horse's head, talking to Dr. Johuson as
much as he could ; and (hdaving heard him, in the
forenoon, express a pastoral pleasure op seeing the
goats browsing) just when the Doctor was uttering
his displeasure, the fellow cried, with a very- High-
land accent, « See, such preity goats!” Then he
whistled whu ! end made them jump. dittle did
he conceive what Dr, Johnson was. | Here now was
a common ignorant Highland clown imagining that
he could divert, as one does a child, Dr. Samuel
Johnson! The ludicronsness, absurdity, and ex-
traordinary contrast between what the fellow fancied,
the reality, was truly comic.
grew dusky; and we had a very tedions mde
. for 'what was callsd five miles, but I am sure would
measure ten. We had no conversation. I was
riding forward to the inn at Glenelg, on the shore
opposite to Sky, that I might take proper méasures,
before Dr. Johnsow, who was now advancing in
dreary silence, Hay leading his horse, should arrive.
ankammbﬂhmdeofhum and Joseph
followed ‘behind. . As, therefore, he was thus at-
tended, and seemed to be in deep. medmt.ion, 1
- WMMM be:no harm in leaving him for
+im Jittle while. " He ealled me back. with a tremen-
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dous shout, and was really in a passion with me for
leaving him. I told him my intentions, but he was
not satisfied, and said, “ Do you know, I shonld as
soon have thought of picking a pocket, ns doing
so.” Boswert. “I am diverted with you, Sir.”
JounsoNn. «8ir, 1 could never be diverted with
incivility. Doing such a thing makes one lose con-
fidence in him who has done it, as one cannot tell
what he may do next.” His extraordinary warmth
confounded me so much, that I justified myself but
lamely to him ; yet my intentions were not improper.
I wished to get on, to see how we were to be lodged,
and how we were to get a boat; all which I thought
I could best settle myself, without his having any
trouhle. To apply his great mind to minute par-
ticulars is wrong: it is like taking an immense
balance (guch as is kept on quays for weighing
.cargoes of ships) to weigh a guinea. I knew I had
neat little scales, which would do better; and that
his attention tu every thing which falls in his wav 4
and his uncommon desire to be always in the right,
would make him weigh, if he kwfw of the particu-
lars : it was right, therefore, for me to weigh them,
and let him have them ouly in effect. I, however,
tontinued to ﬂde by him, finding he wished I should
do po.-

As we paﬁsed bhe bamcks at Bernéra, I locked
at them wishfully, ds sold:en have always every
thing in the best order ; ‘but there was only a ser-
Jeantand a fow men there. We came on to the
inn at Glenely. There was.no provender for our

" horses; 60 they were sent to grass, with & wan to
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watch them. A maid showed us up stairs into a
room damp and dirty, with barc walls, a variety of
bad smells, a coarse black greasy fir table, and
forms (1) of the same kind ; and out of a wretched
bed started a fellow from his sleep, like Edgar in
King Lear, “ Poor Tom's a cold.” (%)

This inn was farnished with not a single article

that we could either eat or drink ; but Mr. Murchi-
on, factor to the Laird of Macleod, in Glenelg, sent
us a bottle of rum and some sugar, with a polite
message, t0 acquaint us, that he was very sorry that
he did not hear of us till we had passed his house,
otherwise he should have insisted on our sleeping
there that night ; and that, if he were not obliged
to set out for Inverness carly next morning, he
would have waited upon us. Such extraordinary
attention from this gentleman, to entire’ strangers,
deserves the most honourable commemoration.

Our bad accommodation here made me uncasy,

d alinust fretful. Dr. Johnson was calin, I said
he was so from vanity. Jomxson. “ No, Sir; it is
from philosophy.™ It pleased me to sec that the
Rambler could practise so well his own lessons.

1 resumed the subject of my leaving him on the
road, and endeaveured to defend it better. He was
still violent upon that head, and said, ¢ Sir, had you
gone on, I'was thil&ing that I should have returned
with you to Edmbnrgh, and then ha.ve parted from

you, and never spokm to ypu more.”

(1) {m [ o
. 42) Itdammi wdmmthe different hnmmﬂhh
ngpmndtp Johmm and me. The y in his
“Journey," compares him to a Cyclops.
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1 sent for fresh hay, with which we made beds for
ourselves, each in a room equally miserable. Like
Wolfe, we had a * choice of difficulties.” (!) Dr
Johnson made things easier by comparison. At
M‘Queen’s, last night, he observed, that few were
so well lodged in a ship. To-night, he said, we
were better than if we had been upon the hill.
He lay down buttoned up in his great coat. I had
my sheets spread on the hay, and my clothes and
great coat laid over me, by way of blankets. (%)

(1) This phrase, now sp common, excited some surprise and
criticism when used by General Wolfe, in his despatch from
hefore Quebec. See London Gazette Extraordinary, 16th
October, 1759.— C.

{2) Johnson thus describes this scene to Mrs. Thrale: « I
ordered hay to be laid thick upon the bed, and slept upen it in
my ngw cout. Boswell land cets upon his bed, an

Letters vol. i. p. 137.~C.
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CHAPTER VII.

Glenelg. — Isie of Sky.— Armidale. — Sir Alerander
Macdonald. — Parxwh Churoh of Slate. — Ode on
Sky.— Corrichatachin — Highlund Hospilality.— Ode
to Mrs. Thrale.—Country Life.—Macpherson's Dis-
sertitions.— Second Sight.— Sail to Rasay.— Fingal
— Homer— Rasay.— Infidelity.— Bentley.— M allet,
— Hooke.~Duchess of Marthorough.— Heritable Ju.
risdictions. — Insulay Life.—- Laird of Macleod.

Thursday, Sept. 2.—1 nap slpt ill. Dr. John-
sou’s anger had affected me much. I considered
that, without any bad intention, I might suddenly
forfeit his friendship; and was hupatient to sce Lim
this morning. I told him how uneasy hé¢ had made
me by what he had said, and reminded him of Ins
own remark at Aberdeen, upon old friendships being

1y broken off.  He owned, he had spoken to nie
in passion; that kg would vot have done what he
threatened ; and that, if he had, Le should have
been ten times worse than I; that forming intima-
cies would indced be * limning the water,” were
they liable to, such sudden dissolution; and he
added, * Let's thitk nb more on’t.” BosweLL.
“ Well then, Sir, I slfall be casy. Remember, I am
to have fair warnmg in cade of any quarrel. You
are never to spring a mme upon me. It was absurd
in me to believe you.” JounsoN. « You deserved
about s much, o to behewe me from night to

”

g.
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After breakfast, we got into a boat for Sky.” If
rained much when we set off, bi:t cleared up as we
advanced. One of the boatmen, who spoke En-
glish, said that a tile at land was two miles at sea.
I then observed, that from Glenelg to Armidale in
Sky, which was our present course, and is called
twelve, was only six miles; but this he could not
understand. < Well,” said Dr. Johnson, ¢ ncver
talk to me of 'the native good sense of the Iligh-
Janders. Iere is a fellow who calls one mile two,
and yct cannot comprehend that twelve such ima-
ginary miles make in trath but six.”

We reached the shore of Armidale before” one
o'clock, Sir Alexander Macdonald came down to
reeeve uss  He and bis lady (formerly Miss Bos-
well (1), 0 Yorkshire), were then in a house built by
a tenant at this place, which is in the district of
Slate, the family mansivon here having been burned
in Sir Donald Macdonald's time.

The most ancient seat of the chief of the Mu.c-‘
Jdenalds in the Isle of Sky was at Duuntulm, wieTe
there are the remajps of a statclgsastle. The prin-
cipal residence of the family is now at Mugstot, at
which there is a cousid¢rable building. Sir Alex,
ander and Lady Macdonald had come to Armidale
in their way to Edinburgh, where it was necessa.ry
for them to be soon after this time.

Armidale is situated on a prltty bay of the nar-
row sea, which flows het.ween the main land of bcot-

+ (1) The Yorkshire branch of the family have genemlly spe'lé
the name Bospille.  Their estates m.. now posscssed y l.ord
Magdonald.
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land and the Isle of Sky. In front there is a grand
prospect of the rude mountains of Moidart and
Knoidart. Behind are hills gently rising and co-
vered with a finer verdure than I expected to see
in this climate, and the scene is enlivened by a
number of little clear brooks. (1)

Sir Alexander Macdonald having been an Eton
scholar (?), aund being a gentleman of talents, Dr.

*

(1) Instead of findingthe head of the Macdonalds surrounded
with his clan, and a festive entertainment, we had a small com-
pany, and cannot boast of our cheer. The particulars arc
minuted in my ¢ Journal,” but Ishall not trouble the public
with them. I shall mention but one charactenstic circumstance,
My shrewd and hearty friend, Sir Thomas (W entworth ) Blacket,
Lady Macdonald’s uncle, who had preceded us in a visit to this
chief, n being asked by him, if the punch-bowl, then upon
the table, was not a very handsome onc, replied, “ Yes, if it
were full,”—Boswell's First Edit, »

Johnsong in a letter to Mrs. Thrale, suys, ¢ We had 2 passage
of about twelve miles to the point where Sir Alexander Mac-
donuld resided, having come from his seut, in the middle of the
island, to 2 small house on the shore, as we belicve, that be
might with less reproach entertain ws meinly. 1f he aspired to
meanness, his retrograde ambition was completely gratitied ;
but he did not succeed equally in escaping reproach, e bad

" ngugok, nor 1 suppose much provision ; nor had the lady the
common ‘;lecenciea of he;l tea-tabler we picked up our sy,
with onr fingers. well was v » and reproached him
with his imgroper %ﬁmn}."ﬂm vol.i. g 187. And

-Th: # ] have done thinking of Sir Alexander Macdonald,

whom we now eall Sir Sawney; he has disgusted all mankind

:z.i‘ udwl:ltl)-;lg:ndmon A nm}l gic;_n o;:lcuce;iion t0 so many stories,

OsW some &ou ts of collecting them, raaking

a novel of his life.l’;a : :)u & ?

These pusages leave no doubt as to the person meant in the
various al'l’:?ct;ln:h to the m:wyuﬁan: pa:;;nmmus tawdlord um:_

chieftain, e readgr nd in subkequent parts o

the Tour.— C.

(2) Bee bis Latin verses addbessed to Dr. Johnwon, in the
Appendix, Na, II.— B.~-Indifiérent, and. indeed, unintelligible,
a8 thewe versus are, they hﬁobnbly 3 to Dr. Johason's
mind the writing these verses in and Inch-Kennéth,
which we shall see presently.—C,
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Johnson had been very well pleased with him in
London. But my fellow-traveller and 1 were now
full of the old Highland spirit, and were dissatisfied -
at hearing of rents racked and a chief not sur-
rounded by his clan,  Dr. Johnson said, « 8ir, the
Highlaud chicfs should not be allowed to go farther
south than Aberdeen. A strong-minded man, like
[his brother] Sir James Macdonald, may be improv-
ed by an English education; but in general they will
be tamed into insignificance.”(’)

We found herc Mr. Janes of Aberdccenshire, a
naturalist. Janes said he had been at Dr. John-
sou's in London, with Ferguson the astronomer.
JonnsoN. “[t is strange that, in such distant
places, I should'meet with any one who knows me.
1 should have thought I might hide myself 4n Sky.”

Friday, Sept. 8.—This day proving wet, we
should have passed our time very uncomfortably,
had we not found in the house two chests of books,
which we eagerly ransacked. After dinner, when
I alone was left at table with the few Highland
gentlemen who wete of the compfy, having talk-
ed (¥) with very high respect of Sir James Mac-

h? * But my fellow-traveller and I were now full of the
o ighland spirit, and were dissatisfied at hearing heavy
complaints of rents racked, and the lc driven to emigration ;
and finding a chief not summoned by his clan, Dr. Johnson
said, ‘Memmetomthechief of a great clan appear to
such d sntage. ‘This gentleman Has talen's, nay, some
learning ; but he is totally unfit for his sitvation.” _I meditated

an escape from thi®fouse the next d:{; but Dr. Johnson
mﬂv that we should weathdr it out till Mondsy.” — First:

2) Here, in the first edition, was & leaf cancelfod, which, Ro -
dos.mt, contained some of theo::;n‘;lu ﬂ‘.ﬂchll‘ei of the "vﬂmﬁ-ﬂg

VOL. IV. M
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donald, they were all so much affected as to shed
tears. ‘One of them was Mr. Donald Macdonald, who
had been lieutenant of grenadiers in the Highland
regiment, raised by Colonel Montgomery, now Earl
of Eglintoune, in the war before last; one of those
regiments which the late Lord Chathem prided
himself in having Lrought from *the mountains
of the north:” by doing which he contributed to
extinguish in the Highlands the remains of dis-
affection to the present roya] family. From this
gentleman’s conversation, I first learnt how very
popnlar his colonel was ameng the Highlanders ; of
which I had such continued proofs, during the whole
course of my Tour, that on my return’T could not
help telling the noble Earl himselt, that I did not
before know how great 4 man he was.

We were advised by some persons here to visit
Rasay, in onr way to Dunveggn, the srat of the
Laird of Macleod. Being informed that the Rev.
Mr. Douald M‘Queen was the most intelligent man
inSky, and having been favoured with a letter of
introduetion to im, by the learned Sir Jawmes Fou-
lis(*), I sent it to him by an express, and re-

3\ Sir Alexander Macdonald’s want of hospitality and spirit,—

(1) Sir James Foulis, of Collinton, Bart. was a man of an
ancient family, a scholar, and a4 hard student; duly im-
bued with a large $oth of Scottish shrewdnessand Scottish

yate. Others might have increased it in a voyage to Indis,
which he made 10 the characier of a commissioner; but Sir
Jatner retyrnod as poor as he went there.  Sir James Foulis
::' -ﬁ_’m % Gl:al .egusnw‘m'na"d\ h Ed.dw
i, an tance which he made

latg in TifeWarres Scorr. )
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quested he would meet us at Rasay; and at the
same time enclosed a letter to the Laird of Mac-
leod, informing him that we intended in a few days
to have the honour of waiting on him at Dunvegan.

Dr. Johnson this day endeavoured to obtain
some knowledge of the state of the country; but
complained tbat he could gel ne distinet inform-
ation about any thing, from those with whom he
conversed.

Saturday, Sept. 4~My endeavours to rouse the
English-bred chieftaiu, in whosc house we were, to
the feudal and patnarchal feelings, proving inef-
feetual, Dr. Johnson this morning tried to bring
him to our way of thinking. Jouwnsox. « Were I
in your place, Sir, in seven ycars I would make
this an indcpendent island. I would roast oxen
whole, and hang out a flag as a signal to the DMac-
donelds, to come and get beef and whisky.” Sir
Alexander was still starting difficultics. Joux-
$ON. “Nay, Sir; if you arc born to objeet, I have
done with you, Sir, I would have a magazine Of
arms.” SiR ALEXANDER. “Thg® would rust.”
JosnsoN. “Let there be men to keep then clean.
Your ancestors did not use to let their arms rust.” (1)

We attempted in vain to communicate to him
a portion of our enthusiasm. He bore with zo
polite & good-nature our warm, and what some
might call Gothic, expostulations’ on this subject,

(1) Dr. Johnson seems to havd foﬂrglztten that a Highlander
going armed at this period incurréd the penalty of as &
common soldier for the first,"and of h's::fmﬁo- beyond ses’
for a second offeuce. And as « for out -his_clan,”.
twelve Highlanders and a bagpipe made a jon.«— Warezn
Scorr. |See Jobnson's letter longa. Thrale of the 28d. Sept,}

M .
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that T should not forgive myself were I to record
ofl that Dr. Johnson’s ardour led him to say. This
day was little better than a blank.

Sunday, Sept. 5.—1 walked to the parish church
of Slate, which is a very poor vne. There are
no church bells in the island. I was told there
were once some; what was become of them, I
could not learn. The minister not being at home,
there was no service. I went into the church, and
saw the monument of Sir James Macdonald, which
was elegantly executed at Rome, and has an in-
scription, written by lis friend, George Lord Lyt-
teiton.(1) .

Dr. Johnson said, the inscription should have
been in Latin, as every thing intended to be uni-
versal and permanent should be. (%)

This being a beautiful day, my spirits were cheercd
by the mere effect of climate. I had felt a re-
turn of spleen during my stay at Armidale. and had
it not been that I had Dr. Johnson to contemplate,
I should have sunk into dejection; but his firm-

(1_? Which, as we'll 8s two lettors,written by Sir James, in his
1ast iliness, to his mother, will be found in the Appendix, No, I11.

2) What a strange perversion of language!——wuniversal!
W 3ifithdbeen irr Latin, fo far from being wniversally un-
derstood, it would havebeen an utter blank to one (the better)
hailf of the creation, and, even of the men who might visit it
winety-ning will understand it in English for one whe could in
M ﬁ:b’"s%yt:emﬁ’:fpi o i ¢ h

as it were, e at largeeg tri arel
= the pillar at Blenheim —the monmentcnthemoi“w:-
terioo ; -but-a Lotin hy-in an- English charch, appears, in
] an abmnrd as the dinner, the doctor gives in

Pickle, after the manner of the ancients. A mortal
sy surcly be well satisfiod if his fame lasts sa lobg. as the lan-
guige in which he spoke’or wrate. w- . ;
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ness supported me. I looked at hiw, a8 a man
whose head is turning giddy at sea looks at a
rock, or any fixed object. I wondered at his tran-
quillity. He said, *“ Sir, when a man retires into
an island, he iz to turn his thoughts entirely to
another world. He has done with this.” BosweLrr.
« It appears to me, Sir, to be very difficult to unitc
a due attention to this world, and that which is to
come ; for, if we engage eagerly in the affairs of
life, we are apt to be totally forgetful of a future
state; and, on the other hand, a steady contem-
platinn of the awful concerns of eternity renders
all ohjects here so insignificant, as to make us in-
~different and negligent about them.” Jounson.
% Sir, Dr. Cheyne has laid down a rule to himself
on this subject, which should be imprinted on every
mind: ¢ 7o neglect nothing to secure my eternal
peace, more than if I had been certified I should die
within the day; nov to mind any thing that my
secular obligations and duties demanded of me, less
than if I had been insured to live fifty yeurs mowe.”
I must here observe, that though Dr. Johnson
appeared now to be philosophically calm, yet his
geniua did not shine forth as in companies, where
1 have lstened to him with admiration. The vi-
gour of his mind was, however, sufficiently maai.
fested, by his discovering no symptoms of feeble
relaxation in the dull,” « weary,s flat, and unprofit-
-able” state in which we ngw were placed. :

I am inclined to think that it was on this da
he composed the following Ode upon the Isle of
‘ M 8 . T
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Sky, which a few days afterwards he showed me at
Rasay:—
‘ « ODA.
« Ponti profundis clausa recessibus,
Strepens procellis, rupibus obsica,
Quam grata defesso virentem
Skia sinum nebulosa pandis.

¢ His curs, credo, sedibus exulat;
His blanda certe pax habitat locis:
Non ira, non maror quietis
Insidias meditatur horis.

¢ At non cavata rupe latescere,
Menti nec egree montibus aviis
Prodest vagari, nec frementes
E. scopulo numerare fluctus.

4 Humana virtus non sibi sufficit,
Dutur nec aquum cuique aniroum sibi
Parare posse, ut Stoicorum
Secta crepet nimis alta fallax.

®E is impett
Lex summe, solui tu regis arhlter,

Mentisque, te tollente, surgunt,
Te recidunt moderante fl " (1)

After auppe;; "Dr. Johnson told us, that Isaac
Hawkins Browne drank freely for thirty years, and
that he wrote his poem, “De Animi Immortalitate,”
1 some of the last of these years. (*) I listened to

(1) Various Readings. —Line 2« In the mﬁmcrip&, Dr.
Jnhn)wn, instead of ibus ohsita, had written imbribus uvida,
. and wrida nubibus, but struck them both out. * Lines 15 and 16.
afterwards struck

Xustead of these two lines, he lbdwrlnen.but
mn, the following ;—

s vhrmm.\lmqu.m

(s) {Brmu died in 1760, aged ﬁky-fm.]
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this with the eagerness of one, who, conscious of
being himself fond of wine, is glad to hear that
2 man of so much genius and good thinking as
Browne had the same propensity.

Monday, Sept. 6—We set out, accompanied by
Mr. Donald M<Leod, late of Canna, as our guide.
We rode for some time along the district of Slate,
near the shore. The houses in general are made of
turf, covered with grass. The country seemed well
peopled. We came into the district of Strath, and
passed along a wild moorish tract of land till we ar-
rived at the shore. There we found good verdure,
and some curious whin-rocks, or collections of
ftones, like the ruins of the foundations of old
buildings. We saw also three cairns of consider-
able size.

About a mile beyond Broadfoot (1) is Corricha~
tachin, a fara of Sir Alexander Macdonald's, pos-
sessed by Mr. M<Kinnon (2), who received us with

(1) The true pame is Broadford. —C .

(2) That my readers may have my narative in the siyle of
the country through which I am travelligg, it is proper to in-
form them, that the chicf of a clan is Renominated by his sur-
name alone, as M<Leod, M‘Kinnon, M¢Intosh. To prefix M.
to it would be a d ion from the M¢Leod, &. My old
friend the Laird of M‘Farlane, the great antiqual{l took it
highly amiss, when General Wade called him Mr. ‘i?nrhne‘
Dr. Johnson said, he could not bring himself {0 use this mode
of address; it seemed to him to be too familiar, as it is the wa;
in which, in sll other places, intimates or inferiors are u:l{
dressted.  'When the cllielf; have titics, ‘h%l"e denominated by
%gm.h;ud 8ir ;{lmes G;a.nx. Sir Allan 'Le;:l.‘ The t:dt.lm'

iy gentlemen, of landgd property, are ominated b
their estates, as Rasay, BoisdaLe;p;nd the wives of all ofﬂtél,yl
have the title of Jadies. The tacksmen, or 'nci&nl tenants, #re
named by their farms, as Kingsburgh, Corrichatachin ; .end
their wives are called the mistvess of Kingsburgh, the mistreks of
Corrichiatachin, Having given this explanation, I am at li

M 4
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a hearty welcome, as did his wife, who was what
we call in Scotland ‘a lady-like woman. Mr. Pen-
nant, in the course of his tour to the Hcbrides,
passed two nights gt this gentleman's house. On
its being mentioned, that a2 present had here been
made to him of a curious specimen of Highland
antiquity, Dr. Johnson suid, ¢ Sir, it was more than
he deserved: the dog is @ Whig.”

We here enjoyed the comfort of a table plenti-
fully furnished, the satisfaction of which was height-
ened by a numerous and cheerful company; and
we, for the first time, had a specimen of the joyous
social manners of the inhabitants of the Highlands.
They talked in their own ancient language, with
fluent' vivacity, and sung many Erse songs with
such spirit, that, though Dr. Johnson was treated
with the greatest respect and.attention, there were
moments in which he seemed to be forgotten. For
myself, though but a Lowlarder, baving picked up

, & few words of the language, I presumed to mingle
in tBeir mirth, and joined in the choruses with as
much glee as aw of the company. Dr. Johnson,
being fatigned with his journey, retired early to his
chamber, where be composed the following Ode,
addressed to Mrs. Thrale (!):—

to use that mode of spoech which gemerally provails in tho

Hignl‘l!cmdamdmlimu.“ '

" (1) Al fogrteen - i 1 lsnded in Bky, with s
-St}u{ém and ux‘u} the ;u“r?:'u&y to axk vhtﬁﬂp first
R On gvery one landing. answered separately

ﬁnitm% Ode.— Wezizn Bcou.[;m] ‘
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«“ ODA.

* Permeo terras, ubi nuda rupes
Snxeas miscet nebulis ruinas,
Torva ubi rident steriles coloni
Rura labores.
« Parvagor gentes hominum ferorum,
Vita ubi nullo decorsdta cultu
Squallet informis, tugurique fumis
Foeda latescit.
« Inter erroris salebrosa longi,
Inter ignota strepitus loquele,
Quot modis mecum, quid agat, requiro,
‘I'hralia dulcis ?
* Seu viri curas pia nupta muleet,
Scu fovet mater sobolem benigna,
Swe cum libris novitate pascit
Sedula mentem:
« Sit memor nostri, fideique merces
Stet fides constans, meritoque blandum
Thraliz discant resonare nomen
Littora Skim,
“ cociptum in Skid, 6th Sept. 1778."

Twesday, Sept. 7. — Dr. Johnson was much
pleased with his entertainment Jose. There were
many good books in the house: Hector Boethius -
in Latin; Cave's Lives of the Fathers; Baker's
Chronicle ; Jeremy Collier's Church History; Dr.
Johnson’s small Dictionary ; Craufurd’s Officers of
State, and several more ; — a mezzotinto of Mrs.
Brooks the actress (‘by some "strange chance in
Sky(1)); end also a print of Macdonald of Clae-.
rangld, with a Latin insctiption about the cruelties

w(x)nn.nmmm«mnsamhmdmmn;',
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after the battle of Culloden, which will never be
forgotten.

It was a very wet stormy day; we'were therefore
obliged to remain here, it being impossible to cross
the sea to Rasay,

I employed a part of the forenoon in writing this
journal. The rest of it was somewbhat dreary, from
the gloominess of the weather, and the unccrtain
state which we were in, as we could not tell but it
might clear up every hour. Nothing is more painful
to the mind than a state of suspense, especially when
it depends upon the weather, concerning which
there can be wo little caleulation. As Dr. Johnson
said of our weariness on the Monday at Aberdeen,
« Sensation is. sensation:” Corrichatachin, which
was last night a hospitable house, was, in my mind,
changed to-day into a prison. After diuner I read
pome of Dr. Macpherson’s ¢ Dissertations on the
Ancient Caledonians.” I was disgusted by the un-
satisfactory conjecturcs as to antiquity, before the

* dayg ofrecord. Iwas happy when tea came. Such, I
take it, is the stage of those who live in the country.(?)
Meals are wished *for from the cravings of vacuity
of mind, as well as from the desire of eating. I was
burt to find even such a temporary feebleness, and
that I was so far froin being that robust wise man

1) Mr. Boswell should have recollected, that he and Dr,

n were probablythe only persont of the who had

todo. A country genileman's life would be miserabily,
[ he had no M'deeﬂrme-t in the scemes around
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who is sufficient for his own happiness. I felt a
kind of lethargy of indolence. I did not exert my-
self to get Dr. Johnson to talk, that I might not
have the labour of writing down his conversation.
He inquired here, if there were any remains of the
second sight. Mr. Macpherson, minister of Slate,
said, he was resolved not to believe it, because it
was founded on no principle. Jonwsox. < There
are many things then, which we are sure are true,
that you will not believe. What principle is there,
why & loadstone attraets iron? why an egg produces
a chicken by heat? why a tree grows upwards,
when the natural tendency of all things is down-
wards? Sir, it depends upon the degree of evi-
dence that you have.” Young Mr. M‘Kinnon men-
tioned one MKenzie, who is still alive, who had
often fainted in his presence, and when he recovered,
mentioned visions which had been presented to him.
He told Mr. MKinnon, that at such a place he
should meet a funeral, and that such and such
people would be the bearers, naming foure and
three weeke afterwards he saw wba.t M<Kenzie had
predicted. The naming the very spot in a countty
where a funeral comes a long way, and the very
people as bearers, when there are so many out of
whom a choice may be made, seems extraordinary.
We should have sent for M‘Kenzie, had we not
‘been informed that he could speak no English. .
Besides, the facts werg not related with sufficient
agouracy.

Mrs. MKinnon, wlm is a daughter of old ngs-
burgh (a Macdonald), told us that her fathey was
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one day riding in 8ky, and some women, who were
at work in a field on the side of the road, said t¢
him, they had heard two ¢ézischs (that is, two voices
of persons about to die), and what was remarkable,
ane of them was an English taisch, which they never
heard before. When he returned, he at that very
- place met two funerals, and one of them was that of
& woman who-had come from the main land, and
, could speak on}y English. This, she remarked, ma.de

a great impression upon her father.

How all the people bere were lodged, I know not.
It was partly done by sepmtmg man and wife, and
putting 2 number of men in one room, and of
women in apother.

Wednesday, Sept. 8. — When I waked, the rain
was much heavier than yesterday; but the wind
had abated. By breakfast, the day was better, and
in a little while it was calm and clear. [ felt my
spirits mueh elated. The propriety of the cxpres.:
gipn, * the sunshine of the breast(:),” now struck
me with peculiar foree; for the brilliant rays pene-
trated into my wery soul. We were all in better
himour than before. Mrs. M‘innon, with un-
affected hospitality and 'politences, expressed her
happiness in having such company in her house,
and appeared to understand and relish Dr. John-
#on's conversation; as indced all the company
seemed to do. When I knew she was oldK'inyJ-

‘{‘1‘) Gray's “ Qde on tbo l‘ro-pgh of Eton College.” It my

ion to the uantity

‘thﬂ'm ”M feo
wm‘bhl,zt gnhuwrmn;ﬂe,
unnmhmmomh, every pen,weC,
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burgh’s daughter, I did not wonder at the good ap-
pearance which she made. '

She as if her husband snd femily would
emigrate, rather than be oppressed by their land-
lord; and said, “ how agreesble would it be, if

.these gentlemen should come in upon us when we
ar¢ in America.” Somebody observed that Sir
Alexander Macdonald was always frightened at ses.
Jouxson., « He is frightened at sea; and his tenamts
arc frightened when he comes to land.”

We resolved to set out directly after breakfast,
We had about two miles to ride to the sea side, and.
there we expected to get one of the boats belonging
to the fleet of bounty (*) herring-busses then on the
coast, or at least a good country fishing-boat. Bat
while we were preparing to set out, there arrived a
mun with the following card from the Reverend
Mr. Donald M‘Queen : -

. Mr. M Quecn’s compliments to Mr. Boswell, and
begs leave to acquaint him that, fearing the want of a
proper boat, as much as the rain of yesterdayy might
have caused 2 stop, he is now, @ Bkianwden with
Macyillichallum’s () earriage, o tonvey him and Dr,
Johnson to Rasmy, where they will meet with a most
hearty weleome, and where Macleod, being on a visit,
now attends their motions. .
 Wednesday afiernoon.”

(Clt) Boats which fished ugyler the encouragemens of a bouniy. -

[ :
2) The ighland éxpression for Laird of Rasay, —B.w- -
‘I:I(em)\'i‘ng “ tlae‘:m the: W{y hisd:—m andestor vf&
ranch havin, o, BO ¥ as n,
ranch i b 2 dosi, 1 s iy dsgrae o young



174 . LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1778,

This eard was most agreeable ; it was a prologue
to that hospitable and truly polite reception which
we found at Rasay. In a little while arrived Mr.
Donald M‘Queen himself; a decent minister, an
elderly man with his own (?) black hair, courteous,
and rather slow of speech, but candid, sensible, and.
-well informed, nay learned. Along with him ¢ame,
as our pilot, a gentleman whom I had a great desire
to see, Mr. Malcolm Macleod, one of the Rasay
family, celebrated in the year 1745-6. He was
now sixty-two years of age, hale, and well-pro-
portioned, — with a manly countenance, tanned by
the weather, yet having a ruddiness in his cheeks,
over a great part of which his rough beard ex-
tended. His eye was quick and lively, yet his look
was not fierce, but he appeared at once firm and
good humoured. He wore a pair of brogues;
tartan hose which came up only near to his knees,
and left them bare; a purple camblet kilt(*); a
_ blsck waistcoat; a short green cloth coat bound
" with gold cord; a yellowish bushy wig; a lerge
blue bormet witlma, gold thread button.: I never
saw a figure that gave a more perfect representation
of a Highland gentleman. I wished much to have

.Su) Wiga were, at this period, still generally warn; a

on at which posterity will wonder, as w¢ now do at the

‘excens ¢ tb'gv fashion as exhibited in “J:mu'of Lﬁly ':l:
'y e can ves to ¢ a yellowi
“wig” u‘gutofﬁeummeof“lpnfmﬂighhn

(9)Tommungduthnwdnq Highlands
Jhydn:lredm.-. ALEER Bcu;.“mmm m_
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a picture of him just as he was. I found him frank
and polite, in the true sense of the word.

The good family at Corrichatachin said they
hoped to see us on our return. -We rode down to
the shore; but Maleolm walked with graceful
agility.

We got into Rasay's cumage which was a good
strong open boat made in Norway. The wind had
now risen pretty high, and was against us; but we
had four stout rowers, particularly a Macleod, a
robust, black-haired fellow, half naked, and bare-
headed, something between a wild Indian and an
English tar. Dr.Johnson sat high on the stern,
like a magnificent Triton. Malcolm sung an Erse
song, the chorus of which was “ Hutyin foam
Joam eri,” with words of his own.  The tunc re-
sembled < Owr the muir amang the heather." The
boatmen and Mr. M‘Queen chorused, and all went
well. At length Malcolm himself took an oar, and
rowed vigorously. We sailed along the coast of
Scalpa, 2 rugged island, about four miles in lemyzth.
Dr. Johnson proposed that he agde® should buy it,
and found a good school, and ar episcopal church
(Malcolm (') said be would come to it), and have a
printing-press, where he would prmt all the Erse
that could be found.

Here I was strongly struck with our long pro- .
jected scheme of mxtmg the Hebrides being real.

“ngbhndm were dl well inclined to the episcopas,
Ii:u}orm. rtfummprayedror Iluypme
meant w fay, * 1 ‘will come to your church

you are fipnes folk;” viz, Jucobites, — WaLTER ch, '
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ised I called to him, % We are contending with
seas ;" which I think were the words of one of hia
letters to me. %Not much,” said he; and though
the wind made the sea lash considerably upon us,
he was not discomposed. After we were out of
the shelter of Scalpa, and inthe sound between
it and Rasay, which extended about a lengue, the
wind made the sea very rough. I did not bke it. (*)
Jounsgow. “This now is the Atlantic. If I should
tell at a tea-table in London, that 1 have erosscd
the Atlantie in an opcn boat, how they 'd shudder,
and what a fool they 'd think me to expose myself
to such danger!” He then repeated Horace's
Ode —
& Otum divos rogat i patent!
Prensus ALgeo —me"

In the confusion and hurry of this boistorous
mil, Dr. Johnson's spurs, of which Joseph had
tharge, were carried overboard into the sea, and
lost. This was the first misfortune that had be-
fallft) us. Dr. Johnson was a little angry at first,
ebserving that ™there was something wild in ki tting
a pair of sputs be carried into the sea out of a
boat(?);" but then he remarked “that, a» Janes
the naturalist had said upon losing his pocket-book,

{1) Johnson, 1 his letters to Mrs. Thrale, intimates that Mr.
Baoswell was & timid mlor -C.

"Mvmnld isle and Rasa
N B S
X on
In the bost be lnok'd mhle‘!‘n:;g;

E‘." oy Mﬂkm""“‘""
This tbt the Rambiler’s um rwesa
‘Who wonder'd Joseph could be such a lubber Few Sosay and Pioast. |
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it was rather an inconvenience than a loss.,” He told
us he now recollected that he dreamt the night be-
fore, that he put lis staff into a river, and chanced
to let it go, nud it way eayried down the stream and
lost. “So now you see,” said he, *that I have lost
my spurs; and this story is better than many of those
which we have concerning second sight and dreams.”
Mr. M‘Queen said he did not believe the second
sight; that he mever wet with any well-attested
instances ; and if be should, be should impute them to
chance ; beeause all whe pretend to that quality often
fail s their predictions, though they take a great
acope, and sometimes interpret hterally, sometimes
figuratively, 8o as to »uit the events. 1le told us that,
sinee be eane to be nunister of the parish where he
now s, the hchef of witcheraft, or charas, was very
common, insemuch that he had many prosecutions
before his session (the parochial ecclesiastioal
court) against women, for having by these means
carried off the milk from people’s cows. He dis-
regarded then ; and there 18 not now the leasss es-
tige of thut superstition. He preashed againstit;
and iu order to give a strong proof to the people
that there was nothing it, he seid from the pulpit,
that every woman in the parish was welgome to
take the milk from hi» cows, provided she did not
touch them, (1)

M0 & Fend of s, had o faw ears e aaoen By

rescuing from the superstition of the e an old woman,
who used a cherm to mjure ne;;hhamp':oﬁﬁle. 1t is now

BOL

n my poss , and 2 of feathers, parings of nails, har,
and such like trash, wrapt In a lump of clal;r-l- Q’n.m .

VOL. IV. N
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Dr, Johnson asked Lim as to Fingal. He said
he could repeat some passages in the original; that
he heard his grandfather had a copy of it; but that
he could not affirm that Ossian composed all that
poem as it is pow published. This came pretty
much to what Dr. Johnson had maintained (1),
though he goes farther, and conteuds that it is no
better than such an epic poem as he could mak¢
from the song of Robin Ilvod ; that is to say, that,
except a few passages, there is nothing truly ancuont
but the names and some vagne traditions. M.
M‘Queen alleged that [omer was made up of de-
tached fragments. Dr. Johnson demed this, ob-
serving, that it had becu one work originally, and!
that you could not put a buok of the Ihad out of
its place,, and he believed the same might he saud of
the Odyssey.

The approach to Rusay was verv plaasing. We
saw before us a peautiful hay, well defended by a
rochy coast ; a good family maunsion , a fine verdure
abo#. it, with a considerable number of trees ; and
beyond it lulls\wagl mountains in gradation of wild-
ness.  Our boatmen sung with great spirit.  Dr.
Johnson observed, that naval musie was very an-
cient. , As we came near the shore, the aiuggg of
our rowers was succecded by that of reapers;™ ho
were busy at work, aud who scemed to shout as
wuch as to ging, while they worked with a bounding
aotivity. Just as we landpd, I observed a cross, or
father the ruins of one, upon 8 rock which had to

(1) Thus fthe common sense of this once furious con-

SroveTsy oYV ARTER 3
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me a pleasing vestige of religion. I perceived 2~
‘largé compeny coming out from' the house. We
met them as' we walked up.  There were Rasay
himself'; his brother Dr. Macleod ; his nephew the
Laird of M<Kinnon ; the Laird of Macleod ; Colonel
Macleod of Talisker, an officer in the Dutch ser-
vice, a very genteel man, and a faithful branch of
the family; Mr. Macleod of Muiravenside, best
known by the name of Sandie Macleod, who was
long in exile on account of the part which he took
in 1745 ; and several other persens, We were wel-
comed upon the green, and conducted into the house,
where we werce introduced to Lady Rasay, who was-
surrounded by a numerous’ family, consisting of
three sons and ten daughters.(!) The Laird of
Rasay is a sensible, polite, and most hospitable
gentleman. Iwas told that his island of Rasay, and
that of Rona (from which the eldest son of the
family has his title), and a considerable extent o1
land which Le has in Sky, do not altogether yield
him a very large revenue (9); and yet he livef®in
great splendour; and so far is heofi€fn distressing
(1) “ We were,” says Johmgon, * infroduced into the house,
which one of the company called the ¢ Court of Rasay,' with po

liteness which not the Court of Verswillps conld have thought de-,

fective.,"—Letters, vol. i. p. 103, C. veht de-
_(2) Johnson s:{s, ¢ The money which Rasay reises from alt |
his dominions, whi¢h eontain, at’ lenst, fifty thousand acres, is. .
not believed to exceed 2501 ; but as he &eeps ahrfefm D
his own hands, he sells every year a great number of cattle,”’
which adds to his revenue; end pis table is furnished from the ™.

farm and from the sea With jttle expense, except for '
things which this country does not and of thase be
ve um.%'rﬁ"e wing circulates berally, n':: the g, 1 v‘

chocola owever they are got, are glways ot hnd
Letters, volu i p. 1428—C, "~ o - y? M
N 2. '
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his people, ihat, in the present rage for emigrmoy,
.notsmanhasleﬁhxsemte., C
It was past six o'clock when we arrived. Some
. emeﬂent braady was served round immediately, ac- .
cording to' the custom of the Highlands, where
- ‘8 drath is generally taken every day. Theyeallita
#eailch. ' 'On a sideboard was placed for us, who had
‘eome off the sea, a si¥bstantial dinner, and a variety
of winés. “Then we had coffee and tea. I observed
. in the room several elegantly bound books and other
marks of improved life. Soon afterwards a fiddler
appeared, and a little ball began. Rasay himself
danced with as much spirit as any man, and Mal-
colm bounded like a roe. Sandie Macleod, who
has at times an excessive flow of spirits, and had it
now,.was, in his days of absconding, known by the
name ‘of M'Cruslick (1), which it secms was the
designation of a kind of wild man in the High-
lands, something between Proteus and Don Quixote;
and so he was called here. He made much jovial
nofse. Dr. Johnson was so delighted with this
scene, that ¥ said, “I know not how we shall
get away.” It entertained me to observe him sitting
by, while we danced, sometimes in deep medi-

(1) Alexpoder Mwleod, of Muiravenside, advocate, became
oxﬂm}y obnaxiou %ovemment by his zealous Xemnnl ef-
Ml chxe Macleod, and Macdanald of Sky, in
m he Cheva attempt of 1745. Had he succeeded, it would
lddul one third st least to the Jacobite army.  Boswell has /
M , the being whose name was confere
n

.“ ) ol

ﬂm ﬁkthnmeot‘uspecfaof%t,arm ollct, &

sart of shonntain Puck 'hohgobiin.mmongu}ewmu
lllg Y-

moupfaivs, s oid
m&mnﬁuﬂﬁ lexand Nf end’s precarious
E«Iﬁeulﬂ.bummw:mmw: s;u‘l:nqm—
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tation, sometimes smiling complacently, sometimes
looking upon Hooke's Roman History, and some-
times talking a little, amidst the noise of the ball,
to Mr. Donald M*Quecn, who anxiously gathered
knowledge from him. Ile was pleased with
M‘Queen, and said to me, ¢ This is a critical man,
Sir. There must be great vigour of mind to make
him ecultivate learning s0 much in the isle of Sky,
where he might do without it. It is wonderful how
many of the new publications he has. There must
be a snatch of every opportumty.” Mr. M‘Queen
told me that his brother (who 19 the fourth gener-
ation of the famuly follow ing each other as ministers
of the parsh of Snizort) and he jeined together,
and bought from time to time such books as had
reputation.  Soon after we came in, a black cock
and gray hen, which had been shot, were shown,
with their feathers on, to Dr.Johnson, who had
never seen that species of bird before. We had a
company of thirty at supper; and all was good hu-
mour and gaiety, without intemperance. d
Thursday, Sept.9. — At breakfa\this morning,
among a profusion of other things, there were oat-
cakes, made of what is called graddaned meal, that
is, meal made of gmin separated from the husks,
and toasted by fire, instead of being threshed and
kiln-dried. This seems to be bad management, as
8o much fodder is consumed by it. Mr. M‘Queen
however defended it, by gaying, that it is doing the
thing much quicker, as offe operation effects what is
otherwise done by two. Ilis chief reason however
was, that the servants in Sky are, according to biw,
¥3
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o faithless pack, and steal what they can; so that
much is saved by the corn passing but once through
their hands, as at each time they pilfer some. It
appears to me, that the graddaning is a strong
pproof of the laziness of the Highlanders, who will
rather make fire act for them, at the expense of
fodder, than labour themselves. There was also,
what I cannot help disliking at breakfast, cheese: .
it is the custom over all the Highlands to have it;
and it often -smells very strong, and poisons to a
certain degree the elegance of an Indian repast.
The day was showery; however, Rasay and 1 took
a walk, and had some cordial conversation.” I con-
ceived a morethan ordinary regard for this worthy
gentleman. His family has possessed this island
above four hundred years. It is the remains of the
estate of Macleod of Lewis, whom he represents.
When we returned, Dr. Johnson walked with us to
see the old chapel. He was in fine spirits. He
said, “ This is truly the patriarchal life : this is what
wewame to find.”

After dinvita, M*Crustick, Malcolm, and I, went
out with guns, to try iff we could find any black-
cock ; but we had no sport, owing to a heavy rain,
Isaw here what is called a Danish fort. Our even-
ing was passed as last night was. Omc of our com-
pany (1), I was told, had hurt himself by too much
study, particularly‘of infidel metaphysicians, of which
he gave a proof on seeond sight being mentioned.
He :mmedxately retailed some of the fallacious ar-

1) Mr. mhmmephminfanmm that th: t)
{ )-nm‘fomswuuofm;’-c. 5, Bentes
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guments of Voltaire and Hume against miracles in
general. Infidelity in a Highland gentleman ap-
peared to me peculiarly offensive. I was sorry for
him, as he had otherwise a good character. I told
Dr. Johnson that he had studied himself into infi-
delity. Jonnson. “ Then he must study himself
out of it again; that is the way. Drinking largely
will seber him again.”

Friday, Sept. 10. — Having resolved to explore
the island of Rasay, which could be done only on
foot, I last night obtained my fellow-traveller's per-
mission to leave him for a day, he being unable to
take so hardy a walk. Old Mr. Malcolm Macleod,
who had obligingly promised to accompany me, was
at my bedside between five and six. I sprang up
immediately ; and he and 1, attended by two other
gentlemen, traversed the country during the whole
of this day. Though we had passed over not less
than four and twenty miles of very rugged ground,
and had a Highland dance on the top of Dun Can,
the highest mountain in the island, we returwed in
the evening not at all fatigued, apd$#Tqued ourselves
at not being outdone at the nightly ball by our less
active friends, who had remained at home.

My survey of Rasay did not furnish much which
can interest my readers; I shall therefore put into
as short a compass as I can the observations upon
it, which I find registered in my journal. It is about
fifteen English miles and four broad. On the
south side is the Lau-?)g % family seat, situated on a
pleasing low spot. The old tower of three stories,
mentioned by Martin, was taken down soon after

N 4
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1746, and a modern house supplies its place. There
are very good grass-fields and corn-lands about it,
well-dressed. I observed, however, hardly any in-
closurcs, exoept & good garden plentifully stocked
with vegetables, and strawberries, raspberries, cur-
rants, &c.

On one of the rocks just where we landed, which
are not high, there is rudely carved a square, with a
crucifix in the middle. Here, it is said, the Lairds
of Rasay, in old times, used to offer up their de-
votions. I could not approach the spot, without a
grateful recollection of the event commemorated by
this symbol.

A little from the shore, westward, is a kind of
subterraneous house. There has been a natural
fissure, or separation of the rock, running towards *
the sea, which has been roofed over with long
stones, and above them turf has boen laid. In that
place the inhabitants used to keep their oars. There
are & number of trees near the house, which grow
well ;*some of them of a pretty good size. They
are mostly plafe gnd ash. A little to the west of
the house is an old ruinous chapel, unroofed, which
pever has been very eurious. We here saw some
bumah Bones of an uncommon size. There wasa
heel-bone, in particular, which Dr. Macleod said
was such; that if the foot was in propertion, it must
have been twehty-seven inches long. Dr.Johnson
would not look af the bones He started back from
them with & striking appeatunce of borror. (') Mr.

R T N
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M‘Quéep told us, it was formerly mucl. the enstom,
in these isles, t¢ have human bones lying above
ground, especially in ‘the windows of churches, (1)
On the south of the chapel is the family burying-
place. Above the door, en the edst end of it, is a
small bust or image of the Virgin Mary, carved
upon a stone which makes part of the wall. There
is no church upon the island, ‘It is annexed to one
of the parishes of Sky; and the minister comes and
preaches either in Rasay’s house, or: some othgr
house, on certain Sundays. - I could not but valpe
the family seat more, for having even the ruins of &
chapel close to it. There was something comfort--
able in the thought of being so near a piece of con-
secrated ground. Dr.Jolnson said, « I look with
reverence upon every place that has been set apart
for religion ;” and he kept off his hat whxle ha’
within the walls of the chapel. . .

The eight erosses, which Martin mentions as Py~
ramids for deceased ladies, stood -in a semicircular
line, which contained within it the chapel. ®They
marked out the boundaries of the #&ered territory
within which an asylum was to be had. One of
them, which we observed upon our landing, made’
the ﬂrst point of the semicircle. There u'e-few of

entrance of which were set upmofﬁlongmtbonewf the

whale, which are not un maritime, distriets.,
Johnson expressed g m u tho nght ofeheu banes ; and’
called the people,' lmmmy d’&
ornament, mere sn%._

(1) ltﬂpﬂhﬂwnfidﬁcm ;«tw#m‘r
i
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them now remaining. A good way farther north,

“there is a row of buildings about four feet high :

they run from the shore on the east along the top

" of & pretty high eminence, and so down to the shore

on the west, in much the same direction with the
crosses. Rasay took them to be the marks for the
asylum; but Malecolm thought them to be false sen-

" tinels, a common deception, of which instances occur

in Martin, to make invaders imagine an island better
guarded. Mr. Donald M‘Queen justly, in my
opinion, supposed the crosses which form the inner
circle to be the church’s landmarks.

The south end of the island is much covered with
large stones or rocky strata. The Laird has enclosed
and planted part of it with firs, and he showed me a
considerable space marked out for additional plant-
ations,

Dun-Can is a mountain three computed miles from
the Laird's house. Theascent to it is by consecutive
Tisings, if that expression may bé used when valleys
intervene, so that there is but a short rise at once;
but it is certimly very high above the sea. The
palm of altitude.is disputed for by the people of

-Rasty:and those of Sky; the former contending for

Dun Can, the latter for the mountains in Sky, over
apinst‘xt. "We went up the east side of Dun Can
pretty easily. It is mostly rocks all around, the
points of which hein the summit of it. Sailors, to

“whomnwuagoodobjectuu they pass along, call

‘j& Rasay’s cap. Before wé reached this mountain,

“we passed by two lakes. Of the first, Malcolm told
“me a strange fabulous tradition. - He said, there
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was a wild beast in it, a sea-horse, which came and
flevoured a man's daughter ; upon which the man
lighted a great fire, and had a sow roasted at it, the
smell of which attracted the monster. In the fire
was put a spit. The man lay concealed behind a
low wall of loose stones, and.-he had an avenue
formed for the monster, with two rows of large flat
stones, which extended from the fire over the sum-
mit of the hill, till it reached ‘the side of 'the loch.
The monster came, and the man with the’ red-hot
spit destroyed it. Malcolm showed me the little
hiding place and the rows of stones. He did not
laugh when he told this story. 1 recollect having
seen in the Scots Magazine, several ycars ago, a
poem upon a similar tale, perhaps the same, trans-
jated from the Irse, or Irish, called ¢ Albin and
the Daughter of Mey.” (1)

There is a large trdct of land, possessed as a com-
mon, in Rasay. They have no regulations as to the
number of cattle ; every man puts upon it as many
as he chooses. From Dun Can northward, ill you
reach the other end of the isjaradlthere is much
good natural pasture, unencumbered. by stones.
We: passed over a spot which is appropriated for
the exercising-ground. In 1745, a.hundred fighting
men were reviewed here, as Malcolm told me, who
was one of the officers that led them to-the field.
They returned home all but afout fourteen. What
a prineely thing is it}o be able to furnish such a.

g‘w‘nﬁ!m vmum, it would sgem, ‘of ﬂmunryof
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hand ! Rasay has the true spirit of a chief. He is,
without exaggeration, a fathér to his people.

There is plenty of limestone in the island, a great
guarry -of freestone, and some natural woods, bus
mone of any age, as they cut the trees for common

* country uses. The lakes, of which there are many,
are well stocked with trout. Malcolm catched one
of four and twenty pounds’ weight in the loch next
to Dun Can, which, by the way, is certainly a Danish

. mame('), as most names of places in thesa islands are.

TLe old eastle, in which the family of Rasay for-
merly resided, is situated upon a rock very near the
sca, The rock is not one mass of stone, but a con-
eretion of pebbles and earth, so firm that it does not
appear to have mouldered. In this remnant of an-
tiquity I found nothing worthy of being moticed,
except-a certain accommodation rarely to be found
at the modern houses of Scotland, and which Dr.
Johmson and I sought for in vain at the Laird of
I}auy'& uew-bailt mansion, where nothing else was
wantieg. I took the liberty to tell the Laird it was a
.shame there shwald be such a deficicney in civilised
times. He acknowledged the justice of the remark.
But. perbaps some generations may pass before the
wmevm supphed, Dr. Johnson chserved to me, how
quietly peaple will endure an evil, which they might
u say m very emly remedy ; md ‘mentioned, as

m E Cel f
0 iy B e e, i,

Scmhnd,tm-:yr the head land of*promon tm'y. It m beob-
mmmﬁw o ly-conmmm:{:f&'m-
lyruthama the capital — Can-tyrbu town

m Syt : ‘yr- ':v-ﬂw ef
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au instance, that the present family of Rasay had
possessed the island for more than four hundred
years (1), and never made & commodious landing-
place, though a few men with pickaxes might have
cut an ascent of stairs out of any part of the rock in
a week’s time.

The north end of Rasay'is as rocky as the south
end. From it I saw the little isle of Fladda, belong-
ing to Rasay, all fine green ground; and. Rons,
which is of so rocky a soil that it appears to be a
pavement. I was told, however, that it Ias a great
deal of grass in the interstices. The Laird has it all
in his own hands. At this end of the island of
Rasay is a cave in a striking situation; itisina
recess of a great cleft, a good way up from the sea.
Before it the ocean roars, being dashed against
monstrous broken rocks; grand and awful propug-
nacule. On the right hand of it is a longitudinal
cave, very low at the entrance, but higher as you
advance. The sea having scooped it out, ib seems
strange and unaccountable that the interier part,
where the water must have opepatewith less foree,
should be loftier than that which is more im-
mediatély exposed to its violence. The roof of it is
all covered with a kind of petrifactions formed by
drops, which perpetually distil from it. The first
cave has been & place ofmuchmfety Tfind a great '
difficulty in describing visible ‘objects, I must own
too, that the old. castle dnd cave, liké ‘many oﬂm,

(1)Jnhnm,mnadnewwmm:mmn,m
that * he knew not whether, for many it was mot con-
sidered a5 a o{: mncywm
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things, of which onc hears much, did not answer my
expectations. People are every where apt to mag-
nify the curiosities of their country.

This island has abundance of black cattle, sheep,
and goats ; a good many horses, which are used for
ploughing, carrying out dung, and other works of
hugbandry. 1 belicve the people never ride. There
are indeed no roads through the island, unless a few
detached beaten tracts deserve that name. Most of
the houses aré upon the shore; so that all the peo-
ple have little boats, and catch fish. There is great
plenty of potatoes here. There are black-cock in
extraordinary abundance, moor-fowl, plover and wild
pigeons, which seemed to me to be the same as we
have in pigeon-houses, in their state of nature.
Rasay has no pigeon-house. There are no hares
nor rabbits in the island, nor was there ever known
to be a fox, till last year, when one was landed on it
by some malicious person, without whose aid he
could net have got thither, as that animal is known
to be 8 very bad swimmer. He has done much
mischief. Thereds a great deal of fish caught in the
sea roynd Rasay; it is 2 place where one may live in
plenty, and even in luxury.' There are no deer;
but Rasay told us he would get some.

They reckon it raina nine months in the year in
this jsland, owing to its being dircctly opposite to
the western{’).coast of Sky, where the watery clouds
are broken by high mountams. The hills here, and
mdeed all the heathy groudds in general, abound

h
4 }E) ﬂg,l the editions, but the eastern coast of Sky is nexf
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with the sweet-smelling plant which the Highlanders
call gaul, and (X think) with dwarf juniper in many

places. There is enough of turf, which is their fuel,

and it is thought there is a mine of coal. Such are

the observations which I made upon the island of

Rasay, upon comparing it with the description given

by Martin, whose book we had with us.

There has been an ancient league betwcen the
families of Macdonald and Rasay. Whenever the
head of either family dies, his sword is given to the
head of the other. The present Rasay has the late
Sir James Macdonald’s sword. Old Rasoy joined
the Highland army in 1745, but prudently guarded
against a forfeiture, by previously conveying his
estate to the present gentleman, his eldest son. On
that occasion, Sir Alexander, father of the late Sir
James Macdonald, was very friendly to his neigh-
bour. ¢ Don't be afraid, Rasay,” said he, « I'll
use all my interest to keep you safe; and if your
estate should be taken, I'll buy it for the fmnily."
And be would have done it.

Let me now gather some gold d-s#, some more
fragments of Dr. Johnsons conversation, without
regard to order of time. He said, “ he thought
very highly of Bentley; that no man now went sp
far in the kiuds of learning that he cultivated ; that
the many attacks on him were owing to envy, ang
to & desire of being known, by being in competition
with such 2 man; that it was safe to attack him,.
because he never answhred his opponents, but let
them die away. It was attacking a man who would
not beat them, because his beating them would make
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thaun Yive the longer. And he was right not to
pitswer ; for, in his hasstdods method of writing,
tie conld not bat be often enaugh wrong; so it was
bétter to leave things to their general appearance,
mn own himself to have erred in particulars.”
said, ® Mallet was the prettiest dressed puppet
ahout town, and always kept good company. That,
from his way of talking, he saw, and always said,
that he hed not written any part of the Life of the
Dhike of Marlborough, though perbaps he intended
to do it at some time, in which case he was not
eulpable in taking the pension. That he imagined
the Duchess furmshed the materials for her Apology,
whish Hooke wrote, and Hooke furnished the words
and the erder, and all that in which the art of writ-
ing conmsts. That the Duchess had not superior
parts, but was a bold frontless wlman, who knew
how to make the most of her opportumties mn hfe.
That Hooke got a large sum of money for writing
her Apology. That he wondercd Hooke should
haver been weak enough to insert so profhgate a
maxim, as tEA¥to tell another's secret to one’s triend
is no Jwesch of confidence, though perhaps Hooke,
who was & virtuous man, as his History shows, and
did not wish her well, though he wrote her Apology,
might seg its il tendency, and yet insert it at her
désire. {1} Fle was acting only ministerially.” I
apprebend, howevek, that Hooke was bound fo give
his best adwicas 1spesk as @ lawyer. Though I
»have had ofentn whose otpses I conld not, us a
private many ve: yet, if 1 undertook them, I
£3) [See antd, Vol 1. n.178.
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their danger.

Saturday, Sept. 11.—1t was a storm of v!ad
and raan, 50 we could not set out. I wrote some of
this journal, and taltked awhile with Dr. Johnson in
hus room, and passed the day, I cannet well say how,
but very plcasantly, I was here amused to find
Mr. Cumberiand’s comedy of the ¢ Fashienalie
Lover,” 1n which he has very well drawn a High-
lond character, Cohn Macleod, of the same name
with the famsly under whose roof we now were,
D1, Jobneon was much pleased with the Luard of
Macleod (1), who 18 mdecd a most pronysing youth,
and with a noble spimt struggles with difficulties,
and endcavours to preserve his people. He has
been left with an 1ncumbrance of forty thousand
pounds debt, and annuties to the amount of {hur-
teen bundred pounds a year, Dr. Johnson sad,
“ If he gets the better of all thas, he'll be a hero,
and I hope he will. 1 have not met with a weung
man who had mor¢ dewire to learn, or #80 has learnt
more. 1 have seen nobody that I wish more to do

(1) The late Genmal Macleod, born m 1754 In 3776, he
entered the army, rasin then, an ndependent comnpany, And

11 1780, the second ond, wlm h he ted.
Indwa, where he served with pmw mm!:
home, l):‘e‘ beame M.P, for the county of lnwrmu‘l:s

catad
the M.Pu for Sud
e LT,

VOL. IV.

°



194 LIfE OF JOHNSOX. 1778,

a kipduess to than Macleod.” Such was the ho-
nourable eulogium on this young chieftain, pro-
nbunced by an accurate observer, whose praise was
uever lightly bestowed.

There is neither justice of peace nor constable
in Rasay. Sky has Mr. Macleod of Ulinish, who
is the sheriff substitute, and no other justice of
peace. The want of the execution of justice is
much felt among the islanders. Macleod very
sensibly oblerved, that taking away the heritable
jurisdictions had not been of such service in the
islands as imagined. They bhad not authority
enough in licu of them. What could formerly have
been settled at oncc, must now either take much
time and trouble, or be neglected. Dr. Johnson
said, * A country is in a bad state, which i» go-
verned only by laws; because a thousand thiugs
occur for which laws cannot provide, and where
authority ought to interpose. Now destroying tha au-
thority of the chiefs sets the people loose. It did not
pretend to bring any positive good, but only to cure
some evil; dd I am not well engugh acquainted
with the country to hnow what degree of evil the
heritable jurisdictions occasioned.” I maintained,
hardly any; because the chiefs generally acted
right, for their own sakes.

Dr. Johnson was now wishing to move, There
was not enough of intellectnal entertainment for
him, after he had satisfied his curiosity, which he
did, by asking guestions, ¢ill he had exhausted the
."iahmd: and qlme there was so numerous a com-
pany, mostly, young people, there was such a flew
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of familiat talk, so much noise, and o much singing
and dancing, that little opportunity was left for hi¢
energetic convereation, He seemed sensible of this;
for when I told him how happy they were at having
him there, he said, * Yet we have not been able to
entertain them much.” I was fretted, from irrita-
bility of nerves, hy MCruslick's too obstreperous
mirth. I complained of it to my friend, observing
we should be better if he was gone. ¢ No, Sir,”
said be. “ He puts something into our society, and
takes nothing out of it.” Dr. Johnson, however,
bad several opportunities of instrueting the com-
pany; but I am sorry to say, that I did not pay
sufficient attention to what passed, as his discourse
now turned chiefly on mechanics, agriculture, and
such subjects, rather than on science and wit. Last
night Lady Rasay showed him the operation of
wawking cloth, that is, thickening it in the same
manner as is done by a mill. Here it is performed
by women, who kneel upon the ground, and rub it
with both their hands, singing an Ers'?ong alf the
time. He was asking questions evhile they were
performing this operation, and, amidst their loud
and wild howl, his voice was heard cven in the room
above.

They dance here every night. The queen of our
ball was the eldest Miss Maclcod, of Rasay, an ele-
gant well-bred- woman, and celebrated for her
beauty over all those regipns, by the name of Miss
Flora Rasay. () There 'seemed to be no jealousy,

(1) She had been some time at Edinburgh, to which she
again went, and was married {1777] to my worthy neighbgu,

o2 P
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no discontent among them ; and the gaiety of the
scene was such, that I for a moment doubted
whether unhappiness had any place in Rasay. But
my delusion was soon dispelled, by recollecting the
following lines of my fellow-traveller : ~—

“ Yet hope not life from pan or danger free,
Or thunk the doom of man reversed for thee!”

Coloncl Mure Camphbcll, now Earl of Loudoun; but she died
soon aftcrwards, leaving one daughter.— B.— Hor daughter,
Countess of Loudoun in her own night, married the Jate Earl
of Moira, created uis of Hastings, and 18 the mother of
the present Marqus, —C,
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CHAPTER VIII,

Sail to Portree in Sky.— Discourse on Death.—— Lord
Elibank.~ Ride to Kingsburgh,— Flora Macdonald.
—Adventures of Prince Charles Edward Stewart.—
Emigration,— Dunvegan. — Female Chastity.— Dr.
Cadogan.— Preaching and Practice.—~Good Humour.
~Sir George Mackenzio.—Burke's Wit, Knowledge,
and Eloquence. — Johnson’s Hereditary Melancholy.
~— His ¢ Seraglio.”—— Folygamy.

Sunday, Sept. 12.— It was a beautiful day,
and although we did not approve of travelling on
Sunday, we resolved to set out, as we were in an
island from whence one must take occasion as it
serves. Macleod and Zalisker sailed in a boat of
Rasay’s for Sconser, to take the shortest way to
Dunvegan. M¢Cruslick went with them to Sconser,
from whence he was to go to Slate, and so to the
main land. We were resolved to pay a vigit at
Kingsburgh, and see the cclebrate#” Miss Flora
Macdonald, who is married to the present Mr.
Macdonald of Kingsburgh; so took that road,
though not so near. All the family, but Lady
Rasay, walked down to the shore to see us depart.
Rasay himself went with us in a large boat, with
eight oars, built in his island ; @ did Mr. Malcolm
Macleod, Mr.' Donald M‘Queen, Dr. Macleod, and
some others. 'We had afmost pleasant sail between
Rasay and Sky; and passed by a cave, where
Moartin says fowls were caught by lighting fire in -
o3 . :
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the moyth of it. Malcolm remembers this. But
it is not now practised, as few fowls zome into it.
We spoke of Death. Dr. Johnson on this sub-
ject observed, that the boastings of some men, as to
dying easily, were idle talk ('), proceeding from
partial views. I mentioned Hawthornden's Cy-
press Grove, where it is said that the world is a
mere show; and that it is unreasonable for a man to
wish to continue in the show-room after he has seen
it. Let bim go cheerfully out and give place to other
spectators. (¥) Jouwnson. “ Yes, Sir, if he is sure
he is to be well, after he goes out of it. But if he
is to grow blind after he goes out of the show-reom, *
and never to see any thing again; or if he does not
know whither he is to go next, & man will not go
cheerfully out of a show-room. No wise man will
be contented to die, if he thinks he is to go inte a
state of punishment. Nay, no wise man will be
cantented to die, if he thinks he is to fall into an-
pihilation : for however unhappy any man's ex-
istenes may be, he yet would rather have it, than
not exist at ¥ No; there is no rational principle
by which a man can die contented, but a trust in
the mercy of God, through the merits of Jesus
Christ.” This short sermon, delivered with an
carnest tone, in a boat upon the ses, which was
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perfectly calm, on a day appropriated to religious
worship, while every one listened with an air of
satisfaction, had a most plessing effect upon my
mind,

Pursuing the same train of serious reflection, he
added, that it seemcd certain that happiness could
not be found in this life, because so many had tried
to find it, in such a variety of ways, and had not
found it.

We reached the harbour of Portree, in Sky,
which is a largeand good oue. There was lying in
it a vessel to carry off the emigrants, called the
Nestor. It made a short settlement of the.differ-
ences betwecn a chief and his clan: —

“ Nestor componere lites
later Peleiden festinat et inter Atriden.”

We approached her, and she hoisted her colours.
Dr. Johnson and Mr., M‘Queen remained in the
boat : Rasay and I, and the rest, went on board of
her. She was a very pretty vessel, ang, as w& were
told, the largest in Clyde. Mr. Harrison, the
captain, showed her to us. The cabin‘was commo-
dious, and even elegant. There was a little library,
finely bound. Portree has its name from King
James the Fifth having landed there in his tour
through the Western Isles, née in Erse being
king, s re is in Italian; so it is Port-Royal.
There was here a tolerable inn. On our landing, I
had the pleasuré of: flbding a letter from home ;

and there were also letters to Dr. Johnson and ‘me,
from Lord Elibank. which had been sent after us

o4
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from Edinburgh. His lordship's letter to me was
as follows: —

Lerren 157. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
“21st August, 1773.

“ Dear Boswenn,—1 flew to Edinburgh the mo-
roent I heard of Mr. Johnson’s arrival ; but so defective
was my intelligence, that I came teoo late,

¢ 1t is but justice to believe, that 1 could never for-
give myself, nor deserve to be forgiven by others, if I
was to fail in any mark of respect to that very great
genius. 1 hold him in the highest veneration ; for that
very reason I was resolved to take no share in the merit,
perhaps guilt, of enticing him to honour this country
with a wisit, I could not persuade myself there was
any thing in Scotland worthy to have & summer of
Samuel Johnson bestowed on it ; but since he has done
ns that compliment, for Heaven's sake inform me of
your motions, I will attend them most religiously ;
and though I should regret to let Mr. Johnson go a
mile out of his way on my account, old as I am (1), I
shall be glad to go five hundred miles to enjoy a day of
his company. Have the charity to send a council-
post (¥ with ime!l:genw, the post does ‘not suit us in
the country. y rate, write to me. 1 will attend
youmthenorth w nlahal]knowwherewﬁndyml.
I am, my dear Boswell, your aincerely obedient humblg

servant, EuBank,”
The letter to Dr. Johnson was in these words :—
Lerrer 158. . TO DR. JOHNSON.

Wnﬂxa;«—[wutohauldnedmrhmdnt
Edinburgh, themomtlhe&udofyou,hu you was
gone. ‘

() Friag s e b e
8
mﬁmf.ﬁﬁﬁmw Tords of tho Gouncil
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¢ I hope my friend Boswell will inform me of your
motions. It will be cruel to deprive me an instant of
the honour of attending you. As I value you more
than any king in Christendom, I will perform that duty
with infinitely greater alacrity than any courtier. [ can
contribute but little to your entertainment ; but my sin~
cere esteem for you gives me some title to the oppor-
tunity of expressing it.

¢ 1 dare say you are by this time sensible that things
are pretty much the same as when Buchanan complained
of being .born solo et seculo inerudito. Let me hear of
you, and be persuaded that none of your admirers is
more sincerely devoted to you, tham, dear Sir, your
most obedient and most humble servant,  Erisavx,”

Dr,Johnson, on the following Tuesday, answered
for both of us, thus : —

Lerrex 159. TO LORD ELIBANK.
« Skie, Scpt. 14. 1778.

“ My Lonn,— On the rugged shore of Skie I had
the honour of your lordship’s letter, and can with great
truth declare that no place is so gloomy but that it
would be cheered by such a testimony of regard, from
a mind so well qualified to estimate chascters, and to
deal out approbation in its due propertions. If I have
more than my share, it is your lordship’s fault; for I
have always reverenced your judgment too much, to
exalt myself in your presence by any false pretensions.

¢ Mr. Boswell and 1 are at present at the disposal of
the winds, and therefore cannot fix the time at which
we shall have the honour of seeing,your lordship. Bat
we should either of us think ourselves injured by the
supposition that we would miss your lordship’s convers~
ation when we could enjofpit ; for I have often declared
that I never met you without going away & wiser man.
1 am, my Lord, your lordship’s most obedient and most
humble servant, Sam, Jounson.”
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‘At Portree, Mr. Donald M‘Queen went to
“ghurch and officiated in Erse, and then came to
dinper. Dr. Johnson and I resolved that we should
treat the company, so I played theandlord, or
master of the feast, having previously ordered
Joseph to pay the bill.
8ir James Magdonald intended to have built a
village here, which would have done great good. A
» Village is like a heart to a country. It produces a
perpetual eirculation, and gives the people an
portumty to make proﬁt of many little articles,
which would otherwise be in a good measure lost.
We had here a dinuer, ef praterea nihil.  Dr. John-
son did not talk. When we were about to depart,
we found that Rasay had been beforehand with us,
and that all was paid ; I would fain have contested
this matter with him, but seeing him resolved, I
declined it. We parted with cordial embraces from
him and worthy Maleolm. In the evening Dr.
Jobnson and I remounted our horses, accompanied
by Ms. M‘Qgeen and Dr. Macleod. It rained very
bard. We rode,what they call six miles, upon
Rasay's lands in 8ky, to Dr. Macleod's house. On
the toad Dr. Johnson appeared to be somewhat
out of spirits. When I talked of our meeting Lord
Elibank, he said, “I cannot be with him much. 1
lohg to be ugain in civilised life; but can stay but
a short while;" ' (Bhe meant ot Edinburgh). He
said, “let us go to Dunvegan to-morrow.” — < Yes”
ssid I, “if it is not a delugh.” ' At any rate,” he
-replied. This showed a kind of fretfal impatience ;
nor was it to be wondered at, considering our dis-
agreeable ride. I feared he would give up Mull and
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Icolmkill; for he said something of his appre-
hensions of being detained by bad weather in going
to Mull and Jora. However, I hoped well. We
had a dish of tea at Dr. Macleod’s, who had a
pretty good house, where was his brother, a half-
pay officer. His lady was a polite, agreeable woman.
Dr. Johnson said, he was glad to see that he was so
well married, dor he had an esteem for physicians.
The doctor accompanied us to Kingsburgh, which is
called a mile farther; but the computation of Sky
has no connection whatever with real distance.

I was highly pleased to see Dr. Johnson safely
arrived at Kingsburgh, and received by the hos-
pitable Mr. Macdonald, who, with a most respectful
attention, supported him into the house. Kings-
burgh was completely the figure of a gallant High-
lander, — exhibiting «the graceful mien and manly
looks,” which our popular Scotch song has justly
attributed to that character. He had his tartan
plaid thrown about him, a large blue bonnet with a
knot of black riband like a eockade, a browm short
coat of a kind of duffil, a tartan waist&at with gold
buttons and gold button-holes, a bluish philibeg,
and tartan hose. He had jet black bair tied behind,
and was a large stately man, with a steady sensible
countenance.

There was a comfortable parlour with a good fire,
and a dram went round. By and by supper was
served, at which there appeared the lady of the
house, the celebrated Myss FLora MAcpoNALD. (')

(1) It is stated in the acecunt of the rebellion, published un.
der the titlo of  dscanius,” that she was the daughter of Mr,



204 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 177s.

She is a little woman, of a gentecl appearance, and
uncommonly mild and well bred. To see Dr.
Samuel Johnson, the great champion of the English
Torics, salute Miss Flora Macdonald in the isle of
Sky, was a striking sight; for, though somewhat
congenial in their notions, it was very improbable
they should meet here.

Miss Flora Macdonald (for so I shall call her)
told me, she neard upon the main land, as she was
returning heme about a fortnight before, that Mr.
Boswell was coming to Sky, and one Mr. Johnson,
a young English buck (1), with him. He was highly

Maedonald, a tacksman or gentleman-farmer, of Melton, in
South Ulist, and was, In 1746, about twenty-four years old. It
is also said, that her portrait was painted in London in 1747,
for Commodore Smith, in whose ship she bad been brought

isoner from Scotland; but I have not been able to trace it.
g:-. Johnson says of her to Mrs. Thrale,  She must then have
been a very young lady; she is now not old; of a pleasing por
son, and ¢icgant behaviour.  She told we that she thought her-
self honoured by my visit; and 1 am sure that whatever regard
she bestowed on me was liberally repaid. ¢ If thou hkest her
opinions, thou Wit praise ber virtue,’  She was carried to Lon-
don, but dismissed witout a trial, and came down with Malcolm
Macleod, against whom sufficient cvidence could not be pro-
cured. She and her husband arc poor, and are going to try
their fortune in America. Sic rerum volvitur orbis."—Letters,
wol. i, p. 153.—They did emigrate to America; but returned to
Sky, where she died on the 4th of March, 1790.—C. — It is res
merkable that this distinguished lady signed bher name Flory,
instead of the more classical orthography. Her marr:%e con-
tract, which is in my possession, bears the name spelled Fiory.
i Warrer Scorr. ¢

(1) It may useful to future readers to know that the word
“mmmbw;'unedin,:d,fomﬂ' ofthinwortl;,t;:d the
zofd “ » here used, are SYRORYMOUS Wif term

dandy,” employed now-a-days (1881) to express a young gen-
tleman who in his dress and manners affects the extreme of the
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entertained with this fancy. Giving an account ot
the afternoon which we passed at Anock, be said,
“1, being a duck, had Miss in to make tea.” He
was -rather quiescent to-night, and went early to
bed. I was in a cordial humour, and promoted a
cheerful glass. The punch was excellent. Honest
Mr. M‘Queen observed that I was in high glee,
“my governor being gone to bed.” Yet in reality
my heart was grieved, when 1 recollected that -
Kingsburgh was embarrassed in his affairs, and in-
tended to go to America. However, nothing but
what was good was present, and I pleased myself in
thinking that so spirited a man would be well every
where. I slept in the same room with Dr. Johnson.
Each had a neat bed, with tartan curtains, in an
upper chamber. ‘

Monday, Sept. 13.—The room where we lay was
a celebrated oue. Dr. Johnson’s bed was the very
bed (1) in which the graudson of the unfortunate
King James the Second (¥) lay, on onc of the nights

. - o B

tai(: %zrg;h;one, of g:anr:azg ::luunlg A f.'n:u?r:lf:i‘;g wa:h[;
afthir, Fe ne asked ¢ where Miss Flora, and the person in
woman’s clothes who was with her, lay?” K rgh answered
with gentlemanly spirit, ¢ He knew where Miss Flora lay ;hut
as for servants he never asked any questions about them.” The
captain then, brutally enough, asked Mrs. Macdonald “whether

she laid the young Pretender and Miss Flora in the same bed ?*
She answered wi %temper and readiness, “ Sir, whom youn
mean by the younf’ nder, I do not pretend to guess; but {
can assure you it is not the fashion fhn E\'fymu mistress and
maid in the same bed together.” The captain desired to
see the rooms where they lay, and remarked shrewdly enough
that the room wherein the maid-servant lay was better
than that of her mistress, —~%scanius,—C.

2) 1 do not call him the Prince of Wales, or the Prince, be-
w(:szlam :;u.ite ntﬁﬂodthottheq(igm@mm house of
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aftar the failure of his rash attempt in 174.5-6, while
h¢ was eluding the pursuit of the emissarics of
government, which had offered thirty thousand
pounds as a reward for apprehending him. To sce
Dr. Samuel Johnson lying in that bed, in the isle of
8ky, in the house of Miss Flora Macdonald, struck
me with such a group of ideas as it is not easy for
words to describe, as they passed through the mind.
He smiled, and skid, “I bave had no ambitious
thoughts in it.” (") The room was decorated with
a great variety of maps and prints. Among others,

-

Stuart had to the throne 1s extinguished. 1 do not call him the
Pretender, because 1t appears to me as an insult to one who 1s
rull alive, and, I suppose, thinks very diffcrently. It may be a
?rhumnuriexpmswn », butt Is not a gentlemanly exprcssion.

know, and I exult in having 1t m n‘miy er to tell, that « the
anly person m the world who 1s entitfed to be offended at thie
delicacy thinks and feels as 1 do;” and has hiberality of mmd
and generosnity of sentiment enough wmve of my tenderness
for what even has been blood roysl. he 18 a J‘u-mw by
cou cannot he demed; because his mother was the daugh-
ter of Solesky, Kmg of Poland. I shall, therefore, on that ac-
count nl«muhdsm;ﬁlmh him by the name of Pnnce Clarles

e

Ldwsrds— B, generosity of King Guorge the L hird, al-
luded to n chn‘ow. wes felt by hrs successor, whe caused a
monument 1o be erected over the remamns of the Cardinal of
York, in whom the line of James the Second ended. It was a
royal and e national tribute to private and 1o public feeling the
pohual&:sumbmexhnguuhed for more than helf a

";aamﬂm claims f:'fukindr:g. the honour of the Engh;h
natne, pervonal ngs of & erous pruice, not on
Justified, but seemed to require 'mg:nn ev.d?u of Bnmg
pengrovity. —C.

g) This, was sad 1n allusion to spme Lines ascribed
to Pape, on ot John Duheof Argyle's, at Adderbury,
n the same m which Wilmot, Eﬂ?’d .itonhmter, had
slept i K] -
“ With no ardowr
SR,

G RUIRbOrs, STAVE OF gap
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was Hogarth’s print of Wilkes grinning, with the
cap of liberty on & pole by him.» That, too, was a
curtous awroumstance in the seene this morning;
such a contrast was Wilkes to the above group. It
reminded me of Sir Wilbam Chambers's « Account
ol' Onental Gardening,” in which we are told all

ge, ugly, and even termble objects, are
xutro uced for the sahe of vartety; a wild extrava-
gance of taste which is so well ndiculed in the
celebrated Epistle to him. (') The following lines
of that poem imnediately occurred to me: —

« Here too, O lang of vengeancet i thy fan,
Trunendous Wilkes shall 1atiic hns goid ¢l

Upon the table mn our room I found 1 the morning
a ship of paper, on which Dr. Johnson had written
with s pcneit these words . —

¢ Quantum cedat virtutibus surum, ()

What he meant by writing them I could not tell. (¢)
He bad caught cold a day or two ago, and the ramn
yesterday having made it worse, he was become
very deaf. At breskfast he smd, heavould have
given a good deal rathcr than no#have lgin 1 that
bed. 1 owned he was the lucky man , and obwerved,
that without doubt st had been contrived between

h&?u!‘tm Henu Eputle to 82 Williaro Chambers, by Mason,

%2;;“7’“;‘1&'@'&\7&“%1&%!6‘01&1"
3) Sin
co the ednh:ondﬁuhoﬂmm 1ous Hriend hes

o me, that beent thinki
ontheumrdv'vhnch\m ywwmm for the "
henson of the ames I1, and that he sieany

byhg:newmdamesupm umof:mliwwm
m-tmm’ haldauttalhmr‘ " mypn
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Mrs. Macdonald and him. She seemed to acquiesce;
adding, “ You know young bucks are always fa-
vourites of the ladies.” He spoke of Prince Charles
being here, and asked Mrs. Macdonald « Who was
with him? We were told, Madam, in England,
there was one Miss Flora Macdonald with him.”
She said «they were very right;” and percciving
Dr. Jobnson’s curiosity, though be had delicacy
enough not to question her, very obhgingly enter-
tained him with a recital of the particulars which
she herself knew of that escape, which does so much
honour tv the humanity, fidelity, and generouty of
the Highlanders. Dr. Johnson listened to her with
placid attention, and said, « All tlus should be
written down.”

From what she told us, and from what I was told
by others personally concerned, and from a paper
of information which Rasay was so good as to send
me, at my desire, I bave compiled an abstract,
which, as it contains some curious anecdotes, will,
1 imagme, not be uninteresting to my reader, and
even, perhd}s3, be of some use to future historans.(!)

The gallant Malcolm (2) was apprehended in
about ten days after they separated, put aboard a
ship, and carried prisoner to London. He said, the
prisoners in general were very ill treated in thewr
passage ; but there were soldiers on board who lived
well, and sometimes invited him to share with them:
tnat he had the good fortune not to be thrown into
As&gs;mdmwdmmhmmr,

(%) Wha had viceeeded, Flors Meclensid s guide 0 he
Princs, aud hd 46 geoedly coutriinned ta il eHAPL~C:
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jail, but was confined in the Kouse of a messenger
of the name of Dick. To his astonishment, ¢nly
one witness could be found against him, though be
had been so openly cngaged ; and therefore, for
swant of sufficient evidence, he was set at liberty.
ile added, that be thought himself in such danger,
that he would gladly have compounded for bahish-
ment.  Yet, he said,  he should never be so ready
for death as he then was.” There is philosophical
truth in this. A man will mect death much more
firmly at one time than another. The enthusiasm
even of a mistaken principle warms the mind, and
sets it above the fear of death; which in our cooler
moments, if we really think of it, cannot but be
terrible, or at least very awful.

Miss Flora Macdonald being then also in Lon-
don ('), under the protection (%) of Lady Primrose,

(1) When arrested, which was a few days after parting fram
the Prince, Flora was conveyed on board the Furnace, Captain
Fergussone, and conveyed to Leith. There she was removed
on board Commaodore eSymit h's ship, and conveyed to the Nore,
whence, on the 6th of December, after being livggmon®®s on
ship-board, she wax transferred to the custody of the messen

Dick, in which she remained till July, 1748, when she was di
charged, and returned to Edinburgh.— dscanius.— C.

(2) It seems strange that Mr. Boswell, affecting to give an
accurate account of all this aftair, shonld use expressions which
not only give mo intimation of Flora’s arrest and confine-
ment, but seem even to negative the fact. Is it possible that
the lady’s delicacy wished to suppress all recollection of her
having been a prisoner? It will be seen, by a comparison
Mr. Boswell's account with other statements of the transaction,

that Flora gave little information — none, indeed, that
Iready g y

had not been al rty years in print. Lady Primrose’s
proleclion _roust have n véry short, for Flora returned, it
seerns, to Scotland immElintelygfter her release from confine.

ment. Lady Primrdse was Miss Drelincourt, daughier of the
Donn of Armagh, and refict of Hugh, third Viscount Primrose,’
11 15 not knawn how she became so ardent a Jacobite; but she

NOL. 1%, 3 .
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‘that lady provided a postchaise to convey her to
Sootland, and desired that she might choose any
friend she pleascd to accompany her. She chose
‘Malcolm.  “ 8o,” said he with a triumphant air, 1
went to London to be hanged, and returned in &
postchaise with Miss Flora Macdonald.”
Mr. Macleod of Muiravenside, whom we saw at
" Rasay, assured us that Prince Charles was in Lon-
don in 1759, and that there was then a plan in agi-
tation for restoring his family. Dr. Johnson could
scarcely credit this story, and said there could be
no probable plan at that time. (!) Such an attempt
could not have succeeded, unless the King of Prussia
had stopped the army in Germany ; for both the
army and the fleet would, even without orders, have
fought for the king, to whom they bhad engaged
themselves. . | !
Having related so many particulars concerning
the grandson of thc unfortupate King James the
Second ; having given due praisc to fidelity and
genecous dttachment, which, however erroneous
the judgment mgy be, are honourable for the heart ;
I must do the Highlanders the justice to attest, that

certainly was so, for she was in the secret of the yououg Pre-
tender’s visit to London, which (notwithstanding Dr. Johnson's
disbelief) did certainly occur, though some years earlier than
175% King's Aixecdotes, P. 196, and anze, Vol. 1L. p. 80,

(1) [We have evidence that Charles Edward t some days
in London in 1750, and also that he repeated his visit in 1758 ;
hut it appears to be ascertained that he never was in Engl
after 1753, See Sir Walter Scott’s Introduction to ntlet
gin:ileman] ’s Maguzine, May 1778; and Thickness's Memoirs,
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1 found every where amongst them a high opinioa
of the virtues of the king now upon the throne,
and an honest disposition to be faithful subjects
to his Majesty, whose family has possessed the
sovereignty of this country so long, that a change,
even for the abdicated family, would now hurt the
best feelings of all his subjects.

The abstract point of right would involve us in
a discussion of remote and perplexed questions;
and, after all, we should have no clear principle of
decision.  That establishment, which, from politi-
cal necessity, took place in 1688, by a breach in
the succession of our kings, and which, whatever
bencfits may have accrued from it, certainly gave
a shock to our monarchy, the able and consti-
tutional Blackstone wisely rests on the solid foot-
ing of authority. ¢ Qur ancestors having most
indisputably a competent jurisdiction to decide this
great and important question, aud having, in fact,
decided it, it is now become our duty, at this dis
tance of, time, to acquiesce in their getermin-
ation.” (1)

Mr, Paley, the present Archdoa.con of Carlisle, in
his “Principles of gMoral and Political Philoso-
phy,” having, with much clearness of argument,
shown the duty of submission to civil government
to be founded neither on an indefeasible jus divi-
num, nor on compact, but on expedicncy, lays
down this rational position: “Irregularity in the
first foundation of a statey or subsequent violence,

(1) Commentaries on the Laws of England, book i chap. 3,
P2
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fraud, or injustice, in getting possession of the
supreme power, are not sufficient reasons for resist-
ance, after the government is once peaceably settled.
No subject of the British empire conceives himsclf
wngaged to vindicate the justice of the Norman
daim or conquest, or apprehends that his duty in
any manner depends upon that controversy. So
likewise, if the house of Lancaster, or cven the
posterity of Cromwell, had been at this day seated
upon the throne of England, we should have been
as little concerned to inquire how the founder of
the family came there.” (1)

(1) Book vi. chap. 8. Since I have quoted Mr. Archdeacon
Paley upon one subject, I cannot but transcribe, from his ex-
cellent work, a distinguished passage in support of the Christian
revelation. After showing, in decent but strong terms, the un-
fairness of the indirect attenpts of modern infidels to unsettle and
perplex retigious prineiples, and particularly the irony, banter,
and sncer of onc, whom he politely calls *“ an cloguent his-
torian,” the Archdeacon thus expresses himself —

# Seri is not of thought ; nor levity, freedom.  Every
mind wiich wishes the advoncement of truth and knowledge, in the most
important of all human rescarches, must abhor this licentionsness, as viee
latng no less the laws of reasoning than the rights of decency. There s
but one deseription of men to whose principles it ought to be tolerable, 1
mearFhat cigss of reasoners whu can see (ittle in Christianity, even sup.
gosing it to b¥true, ‘I'o such adversaries we address this refiection. HMad

esus Christ delivered yio other declaration than the following, ¢ The hour
is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall Hear his voice, and
shall come forth; they that have done well unto the resurrcction of life,
and they that bave done evil unto the resur of di ,* he had
pronounced a raes<age of incstimable im;nmre and well worthy of that
splendid a?’ppavmus of prophecy and miracl ith which his mussion was
introduced and attested : & measage in which the wisest of mankind would
to tind -n answer to their doubts, and rest to their inquiries. 1t is
idle to say thut a futire state had leen discovered aiready. It had heen
discovered as the Copernican system was ; it was Orié guess amonget tmany,
He alone discovers who proves ; and no man can prove this m but the
taachur who testifies by miracles that his doctrine comes God,” =
300k v. chap. @

1f infidelity be dicingenuously dispersed in every shape that

s likely to allure, suiprise; or beguile the imagination, in a

. fable, a tale, a novel, & poem, ig bogks of travels, of philosophy,
‘of natura) hispry, as Mr. Puley has well observed, g

v
ope it is
fair in me thus tomeet such poison with an unexpected antidoto,
which I cannot doubt will be found powerful.
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In conformity with this doctrine, I myself, though
fully persuaded that the house of Stuart had ori-
ginally no right to the crown of Scotland, for that
Baliol, and not Bruce, was the lawful heir, should
yet have thought it very culpable to have rebelled,
on that account, against Charles the First, or even
a prince of that house much nearer the time, in
order to assert the claim of the posterity of Baliol.

However convinced I am of the justice of that
prineiple, which holds allegiance and proteetion to
be reciprocal, I do, however. acknowledge, that 1
am not satisfied with the cold sentiment which
would confine the exertivns of the subjeet within
the strict linc of duty. 1 would have cvery breast
animated with the fervour of loyalty; with that
gencrous attachment which delights in doing some-
what more than is required, and makes “scrvice
perfect treedom.”  And, therefore, as our most gra-
cious sovereign, on his aceession to the throue, glo-
ried in buing born a Briton ; so, in my more pri-
vate sphere, FEgome nunc denique naturapgra®ulor.
1 am happy that a disputed succession no longer
distracts our minds; and that a monarchy, estab-
lished by law, is now so sanctioned by time, that
we can fully indulge those feelings of loyalty which
I am ambitions to excite. They are feelings which
have ever actuated the inhabitants of the High-
lands and the Hebrides. The plant of loyalty is
there in full vigour, and the Brunswick graft now
flourishes like a native phuot. To that spirited
race of people I may with propriety apply the

. ' rS



214 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1773,

elegant lines of & modern poet, on tfm “facile
temper of the beaunteous sex :
¢ Like birds new-caught, who flutter for a time,
And struggle with captivity in vain;
But by-and-by they rest, they smooth their plumes,
And to new masters sing their former notes.” (1)

Surely such notes are mnch better than the que-
rulous growlings of suspicious Whigs and discon-
tented republicans.

Kingsburgh conducted us in his boat across one
of the lochs, as they call them, or arms of the sea,
which flow in upon all the coasts of Sky, to a mile
beyond a place called Grishinish. Qur horses had
been sent round by land to meet us. By this sail
we saved eight miles of bad riding. Dr. Johnson
said, “ When we take into the computation what we
have saved, and what we have gained by this agree-
able sail, it is a great deal.” He observed, « it is
very disagreeable riding in Sky. The way is so
narrow, one only at a time can travel, so it is quite
unsoMal ;asnd you cannot indulge in meditation by
yourself, becavse you must be always attending to
the steps which your horse takes.” This was a just
and clear deseription of its inconveniencies.

" 'The.topic of emigration being again introduced,
Dr. Johnson said, that “ a rapacious chief would
make 'a. mldemegs of his estate.” Mr. Donald
M‘Queen told us, that the oppression, which then
made s0 much noise, was owing to landlords listen=
e o T

(1) Agis, 4 tragedy, by John Home.
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ing to bad advice in the letting of their lands ();
that interested and designing people flattered them
with golden dreams of much higher rents than
could reasonably be paid; and that some of the
gentlemen tacksmen, or upper tenants, were them-
selves in part the occasion of the mischief, by over-
rating the farms of others. That many ef the
tacksmen, rather than comply with exorbitant de-
mands, had gone off to Amcrica, and impoverished
the country, by draining it of its wealth ; and that
their places were filled hy a number of poor pcople,
who had lived under them, properly speaking; as
scrvants, paid by a certain proportion of the produce
of the lands, though called sub-tenants. I observed,
that if the men of substance were once banished
from a Highland estate, it might probably be
greatly reduced in its value; for one bad year might
ruin a set of poor tenants, and men of any property
would not settle ifi such a country, unless from the
temptation of getting laud extremely, cheap ; for an
inbabitant of any good county in Britaim ha® better
go to America than to the Highlands -or the He-
brides. Here, therefore, was a consideration that
ought to induce & chief to act a more liberal part,
from a mere motive of interest, independent of the
lofty and honourable principle of keeping a clan to-
gether, to be in readiness to serve his king. I added,
that I'eould not help thinking a little arbitrary power
iri the sovereign, to control the bad policy and greedi~
ness of the chiefs, might sometimes be of serviee.

(1) See General Macléod's account of this matter in his Mew:
moirs, Aerexix, No. IV, —C, e

r4
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In France, a chief would not be permitted to force
a number of the king's subjects out of the country.
Dr. Johnson concurred with me, observing, that
“ were an oppressive chieftain a subjeet of the
French king, he would, probably, be admonished by
a letter.” (1)

During our sail, Dr. Johnson asked about the use
of the dirk, with which he imagined the Highlanders
cut their meat. He was told, they had a knife and
fork besides to eat with, He asked, how did the
women do? and was answered, some of them had a
knife and fork too; but in general the men, when
they bad cut their meat, handed their knives and
forks to the women, and they themselves eat with
their fingers. The old tutor (2) of Macdonald always
eat fish with his fingers, alleging that a knife and
fork gave it a bad taste. I took the liberty to ob-
gerve to Dr.Johnson, that he did so. ¢ Yes,” said
he, “ but it is because 1 am shortssighted, and afraid
of bones, for yhich reason I am not fond of eating
many bindsgf fish, bécause I must use my fingers.”

Dr. M¢Pherson’s “ Dissertations on Scottish An-
tiquities,” which he had looked at when at Cor-
richatachin, being mentioned, he remarked, that
“ you might read half an hour, and ask yourself
what you had been reading: there were so. many
words to so little matter, that there was no getting
through the book.” *

As soon as we reached the shore, we took leave of
Kingsburgh, avd mounted qur horses. We passed

(1) Meaning, no doubt, & * leitre de cachet."—C.

2) He means one of the family (an uncle iy) who was
gugu)ﬁnneduring the minority of rie( young m.ﬂ ’
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through a wild moor, in many places so soft that we
were obliged to walk, which was very fatiguing to
Dr. Johuson. Once he had advanced on horscback
to a very bad step. There was a stcep declivity on
his left, to which he was so near, that there was not
room for him to dismount in the usual way. He
tried to alight on the other side, as if he had beena
young buck indeed, but in the attempt he fell at his
length upon the ground; from which, howeéver, he
got up immediately without being hurt. Daring
this dreary ride, we were sometimes relieved by a
view of branches of the sea, that universal mediam
of connection amongst maukind. A guide, who had
been sent with us from Kingsburgh, explored the
way (much in the same mauner as, 1 suppose, is
purdued in the wilds of America) by observiug cer-
tain marks known only to the inhabitants. We ar-
rived at Dunvegan late in the afternoon. The great
size of the castle, which is partly old and partly
new, and is built upon a rock close to the sea, while
the land around it presents nothing butaild®moor-
ish, hilly, and craggy appearanges, gave a rude
magnificence to the scene. Having dismounted, we
aseended a flight of steps, which was made by the
late Macleod, for the accommodation of persons
coming to him by land, there formerly being, for
security, no other aceess to the castle but from the:
sea; so that visiters who came by the land were
under the necessity of getting into a boat, and sailed
round .to the only pigee where it eould be-ap-
proached. We were introduced into a stately dining-
roow, and received - by Lady Macleod, mother of
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the Laird, who, with his friend Zalisker, having becn
detained on the road, did not arrive till some time
after us.

‘We found the lady of the house a very polite and
sensible woman, who bad lived for some time in
London, and had there been in Dr. Johnson's com-
pany. After we had dined, we repaired to the
drawing-room, where some of the young ladies of
the family, with their mother, were at tea. This
room had formerly been the bed-chamber of Sir
Roderick Macleod, one of the old lairds: and he
chose it, because, behind it, there was a consider-
able cascade, the sound of which disposed him to
sleep. Above his bed was this inscription : —* Sir
Rorie Macleod of Dunvegan, Knight. God send
good rest!” Rorie is the contraction of Roderick.
He was called Rorie More, that is, great Rorie, not
from his size, but from his spirit. Our entertain-
ment here was in so elegant a style, and reminded
my fellow-traveller so much of England, that he
becam®quiee j joyous. He laughed, and said, “ Bos-
well, we came in at the wrong end of this island.”
« Sir,” said I, “ it was best to keep this for the
last.” He answered, “ I would have it both first
and last.”

Tuesday, Sept. 14. — Dr. Johnson said in the
morning, ¢ Is not this a fine lady?” (') There was

mg‘ She was the dal:f ter of Alexander Brodie, Lsq. of
rms.

Brodie, Lyon King She had lately come with her
lm hters out of Hampshire, to suporintend her son’s house hold
. See his Memoirs in the A No. V.

vegan
Tln le died in 18%03. It has been said thut she
cxpremsed considershls dimstisfaction ot Dr, Johuso's rude bo-
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not a word now of his ¢ impatience to be in civilised
life;” though indeed I should beg pardou — he
found it here. We had slept well, aud lain long.
After breakfast we surveyed the castle and the
garden. Mr. Bethune, the parish minister, Magnus
Macleod of Claggan, brother to Zulisker, and Mae-
leod of Bay, two substantial gentlemen of the clan,
dined with us. 'We had admirable venison, gencrous
wine: in a word, all that a good table has. This
was rcally the hall of a chicf. Lady Macleod had
been much obliged to my father, who had scttled,
by arbitration. a variety of perplexed claims between
her and her relatiou, the Laird of Brodie, which
she now repaid by particular attention tome. Mac-
leod started the subject of making women do penance
in the church for fornication. Jomxson. « It is
right, Sir. 1nfamy is attached to the crime, by
universal opinion, as soon as it is known. I would
not be*the man who would discover it, if I alone
knew it, for a woman may reform; nor would I
commend a parson who divulges a wonfin’s first
offence; but being once divulged, it ought to be
infamous. Consider of what importance to society
the chastity of women is. Upon that all the pro-
perty in the world depends. We hang a thief for
stealing a sheep, but the unchastity of 2 woman
transfers sheep, and farm, and all, from the right
owner. I have much more reverence for & common

haviour at Dunvegan. Koer grandson, the present Maclood,
assures me that it was not so: ¢ they were all,” he says erh-
phatically, * defizhted with bim;” and, indeed, his father's Mes
wiolrs give the same impression.—C.
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prostitute than for a woman who conceals her guilt
The prostitute is known. She cannot deceive: she
cannot bring a strumpét into the arms of an honest
man, without his knowledge.” BosweLL. ¢ There
is, however, a great difference between the licen--
tiousness of a single woman, and that of a marricd
woman.” Jounson. “ Yes, Sir; there is a great
difference between stealing a shilling and stealing a
thousand pounds; between simply taking a man's
purse, and murdering him first,.and then taking it,
But when one begins to be vicious, it is easy to go
on. Where single women arc hccntmus, you rarely
find faithful married women.” BosweLr. « And
yet we are told, that in some nations in India, the
distinction is strictly observed.” Jomwson. ¢ Nay,
don’t give us Iudia. That puts me in mind of Mon-
tesquien, who is really a fellow of genius too in
many respects ; whenever he wants to support a
strange opinion, he quotes you the practice of
Jupan, or of some other distant country, of which
he knows ngthing. To support polygamy, he tells
you of the island of Formosa, where there are ten
women born for one man. He had but to suppose
another island, where there are ten men born for one
woman, and so0 make a marriage between them. (1)
At supper, Lady Macleod meutioned Dr. Cado-
gan's book on the gout. Jounson. “It is a good
book- in general, but a foolish one in particulars.
is good in general, as recommending temperance,

{1} What my friend treated as £0 wild a su om, has ac-
m»ﬂ,’yh e in the :&m islands of 8033::;: if we may
believe in, who tells it of the islands of Lol and Tyr-yi, and

suys that it is proved by the parish
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and exercise, and cheerfuluess. In that respect it
is only Dr. Cheyne’s book told in a new way; and
there should come out such a book every thirty
years, dressed in the mode of the times. It is fool-
ish, in maintaining that the gout is not hereditary,
and that one fit of it, when gone, is like a fever
when gone” Lady Macleod objected that the
author does mot practise what he teaches. (%)
Jonnson. “I canuot help that, Madam. That
does not make his book the worse. People are in-
flucnced more by what a man says, if his practice
is suitable to it, because they are blockheads. The
more intellectual people are, the readier will they
attend to what a man tells them. 1f it is just, they
will follow it, be his practice what it will. No man
practtscs so well as he writes. 1 have, all my life
long, been lying till noon ; yet I tell all young men,
and tell them with great sincerity, that nobody who
does not rise early will ever do any good. Only
consider! You read a book; you are conviuced by
«; you do not know the author. pRose you
afterwards know him, and ﬁud tha.t e does not
practise what he teaches ; are you to give up your
former conviction ? At this rate you would be
kept in a state of equilibrium, when rcading every
book, tiil you knew how the author practised.”
s ’V’J",‘,Z&?J m...:“}:::“‘:u e, Tt o et bt
:‘vhn’tm;er o might give to others, he himself indul%::
reely in the otale. Bu;l { vesn}c: :b:dmtht:s Pleast of e
belicvi (snd 1 have neves hoard 1 hpeachod)s s Sourss of

life has been conformable to his doctring. — B, —[ D: r.,
died in 1797, in-the eighty-sixth year of his age. ]
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“ But,” said Lady Macleod, ‘“you would think
better of Dr. Cadogan, if he acted according to his
principles.,” Jonwxson. “Why, Madam, to be sure,
& man who-acts in the face of light is worse than a
man who does not know so much; yet I think no
man should be the worse thought of for publishing
good principles. There is comething noble in
publishing truth, though it condemns one’s self. 1
expressed some surprise at Cadogan’s recommend-
ing good humour, as if it were quite in our own
power to attain it. Jomxson. “Why, Sir, a man
grows better humoured as he grows older. He
improves by experience. When young, he thinks
himself of great consequence, and every thing of
importance. As he advances in life, he learns to
think himself of no consequence, and little things of
little importance ; and so he becomes more patient,
and better pleased. All good humour and com-
plaisance are acquired. Naturally a child seizes
directly what it sees, and thinks of pleasing itself
only. By degrees, it is taught to pleasc others, and
to prefer othiers ; and that this will ultimately pro-
duce the greatest happiness. If a man is not con-
vineed of that, he never will practise it. Cowmmon "
ianguage speaks the truth as to this: we say,a
person is well bred. As it is said, that all material
otion is primarily in a right line, and is never pey
circuitum, never in another form, unless by some:
particular cause; so it may be said intellectusl
motion is,” Lady Maclcod asked, if 00 man was'
naturally good ? Jomnsow. «'No, Madam, no more
than a wolf.”» BosweLr. “ Nor no woman, Sir?".
Jonnsox ¢ No, Sir.” Lady Macleod started at
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this, saying, in a low voice, “ This is worse thau
Swift!” (1)

M<Leod of Ulinish had come in the afternoon.
Wo were a jovial company at supper. The Laird,
surrounded by so many of his clan, was to me a
pleasing sight. They listened with wonder and
pleasure, while Dr. Johnson harangued. Iam vexed
that I cannot take down his full strain of cloquence.

Wednesday, Sept.15. — The gentlemen of the
clan went away early i the morning to the harbour
of Lochbraceadale, to take leave of some of their
friends who were going to America. It was a very
wet day. We looked at Korie More's horn, which
is a large cow’s horn, with the mouth of it orna-
mented with silver curiously carved. It holds rather
more than a bottle and a half. Every Laird of
Macleod, it is said, must, as a proof of his manhood,
drink it off full of claret without laying it down. ()
From Rorie More many of the branches of the
family are descendell; in particular, the Talisker
branch; so that his name is much talked gf. We
also saw his bow, which hardly any man now can
bend, and his glaymore, which was wielded with both
hands, and is of a prodigious size. We saw here
some old pieces of iron armour, immensely heavy.
The broad-sword now used, though called the glay-
more (i.e. the great sword), is much smaller than-
that used in Rorie More's timee There is hardly a

(1) 1t seems as if Boswell and Lady Macleod had expected
that Johnson would haye excepted women from the general'lot
of mankind, — C, ’ .

(2) [If ever Macleod's heirs wers obliged to receive investie

ture by bumpering that horn, the breed must be woefully de~
generated. — Maccorioem ]
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target now to be found in the Highlands. After the
disarming act, they made them serve as covers to
their butter-milk barrels; a kind of change, like
beating spears into pruning-hooks.

Sir George Mackenzic'’s Works (the folio edi-
tion) happened to lie in a window in the dining-
room. I asked Dr. Johnson to look at the
Characteres Advocatorum. He allowed him power
of mind, and that he understood very well what he
tells ; but said, that there was too much declamation,
and that the Latin was not correct. He found fault
with appropinguabant in the character of Gilmour.
I tried him with the opposition between gloria and
palma, in the comparison between Gilmour and
Nisbet, which Lord Hailes, in his ¢ Catalogne of
the Lords of Session,” thinks difficult to be under-
stood. The words are, « penes illum gloria, penzs
kunc palma.” (1) In a short Aecount of the Kirk of
Scotland, which I published some years ago, I ap-
plied ghese words to the two contending parties, and
explainyed them thus : ¢ The popular party has most
eloquence ; Dr. Rohertson’s party most influence.”
I was very desirous to hear Dr.Johnson's ex-
plication. Jommsox. «I see no difficulty. Gil-
mour was gdmired for his parts; Nisbet carried his
cause by his skill in Iaw. Poalma is victory.” 1

1) [« posuleimoﬁo providentia Nisbetumm ; qui suvma,
doguﬁi ?:nmmmuque cloquentid causas agebaa,q ut justitie
realmin equilibrio essent ; nimii tamen melem wens aitem. |
‘Ruam suspectamn mddebnt. Quoties ergo penes
Gilmorium gloria, penes Nnr.baumvxlmn fmt;quom.ih hoe. '
E{ul artis et cnltun, 10 illo plus vature et viritm, " Dlukqade‘b ‘

orks, edited by Ruddiman, 2 vols. folio, 1722.) :
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- observed, that the character of Nicholson, in this
book, resembled that of Burke: for it is said, in
one place, “ in omnes lusos et jocos se seye resolve-
bat (');” and, in another, « sed accipitris more é
conspectu aliquando astantiun. sublimi se protrahens
volatu, in predam miro impetw descendebat.” (*)
Jounsoxn. ¢ No, Sir; I never heard Burke make a
good joke in my life.” (3) BosweLr. “ But, Sir,
you will allow he is a hawk.” Dr. Johnson, think-
ing that I meant this of his joking, said, « No, Sir,
he is not the hawk there., He is the beetle in the
mire.” I still adhered to my metaphor; ¢ But he
soars as the hawk.” Jounson. ¢ Yes, Sir; but he
catches nothing.” Macleod asked, what is the par-
ticular excellence of Burke's eloquence? Jonnsox.
« Copiousness and fertility of allusion; a power of
diversifying his matter, by placing it in various re-
lations. Burke has great information, and great
command of language ; though, in my opinian, it
has not in every respect the highest eleganec. #Bos-
WELL. “ Do you think, Sir, that Burkes hee read
Cicero much?” JonnsoN. *“1.,don’t believe it,
Sir. Burke has great knowledge, great fluency of
words, and great promptoess of ideas, so that he can
speak with great illustration on any subject that
comes before him. He is neither like Cicero, nor

,) aoofun indulgodhitnnlfinevamcimofplmntry
Bﬂbhtbeh&vt.hmgmedm & lofty Right to a

) che'sty‘:mldnmrmh,hewuww;wwm

wpon hi' onderfnl rapidity. o

LD [Soemta.ll-”-, andp.ﬂvn.x
VoL, 1V, Q
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like Demosthenes, nor like any one else, but speah
as well as he can.”

In the sixty-fifth page of the first volume of Sir
George Mackenzie, Dr.Johnson pointed out a para-
graph beginning with Aristotle, and told me there
was an error in the text, which he bade me try to
discover. I was lucky enough to hit it at once. As
the passage is printed, it is said that the devil an-
swers even mengim I corrected it to — ever in
@nigmas. * Sir,” said he, ¢ you are a good critic.
This would have been a great thing to do in the
text of an ancient author.”

Thursday, Sept.16, — Last night much care was
taken of Dr. Johnson, who was still distressed by his
cold. He had hitherto most strangely slept without
a nighteap. Miss Macleod made him a large flan-
nel one, and he was prevailed with to drink a little
brandy when he was going to bed. He has great
virtue in not drinking wine or any fermented liquor,
becalise, as he acknowledged to us, he could not do
it in xaderation. Lady Macleod would hardly be-
lieve him, and said, “ I am sure, Sir, you would not
carry it too far.” Jomwnson. © Nay, Madam, it
earried me. I took the oppertunity of a long ilinese
to leave it off, It was then preseribed to me not ta
drink wine; snd heving broken off the habnt,l have
never roturned to it.”

: In the argument®on Tuesday night, gbont m&mpl
gnodneu, Dr. Johnson denied that any child . was
better than another, but by differenpe of mﬂtwﬁop ;.
though, in consequence of“greater. attiition’ ‘
paid tommuction byomcbﬂd&mmothaxgﬂdd‘



JBrar. 64 DUNVEGAN. 227

a variety of imperceptible causes, such as instruction
being counteracted by servants, a notion was con-
ceived, that of two children, equally well educated,
one was naturally much worse than another. He
owned, this morning, that one might have a greater
aptitude to learn than ancther, and that we inherit
dispositions from our parents. ¢ I inherited,” said
he, “ a vile melancholy from my father, which has
made me mad all my life, at least not sober.” Lady
Macleod wondered he should tell this. ¢ Madam,”
«uid 1, “ he knows that with that madness (!) he is
saperior to other men.”

1 hdve often been astonished with what exactness
and perspicuity he will explain the process of any
art. He this morning explained to us all the oper-
ation of coining, and, at night, all the operation of
brewing, so very clearly, that Mr. M‘Queen said,
when he heard the first, he thought he had becn
bred in the Mint ; when he heard the second, that
he had been bred a brewer. (2) #

1 was elated by the thought of havingdeen able
to cntice such a man to this reigote part of the
world. A ludicrous, yet just image presented itself
to my mind, which I expressed to the company. [
compared myself to a dog who has got hold of a
large piece of meat, and runs away with it to a cor-

(1) Mr. Boswell was, ﬁrf to publish thus fhet,

he chose to bhme m.hm for alluding to 1t sce
« P. 64 C,
H [™ Of thatching well the Doctor
m‘lmm“da:f?h?‘a::‘ln;
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ner, where he may devout it in peace, without any
fear of others taking it from him. ¢ In London,
Reynolds, Beauclerk, and all of them, are contending
who' shall enjoy Dr. Johnson’s conversation. We
ave feasting upon it, undisturbed, at Dunvegan.”

It was still a storm of wind and rain. Dr.Johnson
however walked *out with Macleod, and saw Rorie
More's cascade in full perfection. Colonel Macleod,
instead of being all life and gaiety, as I have seen
him, was at present grave, and somewhat depressed
by his anious concern about Macleod's affairs, and
by finding some gentlemen of the clan by no means
disposed to act -a generous or affectionate pa.rt to
their chief in his distress, but bargaining with him
as with a stranger. (!) However, he was agreeable
and polite, and Dr. Johnson said he was a very
pleasing man. My fellow-traveller and I talked of
goitig to Sweden; and, while we were settling our
plan, I expressed a pleasure in the prospect of sceing
the king. Jounson. 1 doubt, Sir, if he would
speakeiocna.”  Colonel Macleod said, < I am sure
Mr. Boswell woud speak to him.” DBut secing me
a ‘little disconcerted by his remm'k, he pohtely
added, “ and with great propriety.”. Here let 'me
offer a short defence of that propensity in my dis
position, to which this gentleman alluded,- It has
‘ me much happiness. I hope.-it does not
deserve 5o hard a Same as either forwardness or im-
pudence. IfI kpow myself, it is nothing' myre than
an eagemeu to share the soemty of 'mﬁl ﬂiehn-

(!) e Macleods Memairs, Ammdm!‘o. l?.-ﬁ,
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guished either by their rank or their talents, and a
diligence to attain what I desire.. If a man is praised
for.seeking knowledge, though mountains and scas
are in his way, may be not be pardoned, whose ar-
dour, in the pursuit of the same object, leads him to
encounter difficulties as great, though of a different
kind ?

" After the ladies were gone from the table, we
talked of the Highlanders not having sheets ; and
this Jed us to consider the advantage of wearing
linen, Jounson. “ All aninal substances are less
cleanly than vegetables. Wool, of which flannel is
made, is an animal substance ; flanncl therefore is
“not so cleanly as linen. I remember I used to think
tar dirty ; but when I knew it to be only a pre~
paration of the juice of the pine, I' thought sv no
longer. It is not disagrecable to have the gum that
oozes from a plum-tree upon your fingers, because
it is vegetable; but if you have any candle-grease,
any tallow upon your fingers, you are uneasy till
you rub it off. — I have often thought that ™} kept
4 seraglio, the ladies should all wea® linen gowns, or
cotton~—I mean stuffs made of vegetable substances.

I would have no silk; you eannot tell when it is
¢leani : it will be very nasty before it is perceived to .
be so. - Linen detects its own dirtiness,” :

To hLear the grave Dr. Samugl Johnson, * that :
ma;esticwherofmouludrehgwnsmud ’
while dtﬁngiollamn inen aym-chair in the isle d '
Sky, talk, ez cathedrd, ofhis keeping a deragiio, and
acknowledge that thé sapposition had often been in-
his ﬂmnghtn, struck me so fqtctbly thh l“dicmu
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.
contrast, that I could not but laugh immoderately.
He was too proud to submit, even for & moment, to
be the object of ridicule, and instantly retaliated
with such Leen sarcastic wit, and such a variety of
degrading images, of every one of which I was the
object, that, though I can bear such attacks as well
as most men, I yet found myself so much the sport
of all the company, that I would gladly expuhge
from my mind every trace of this severe retort.

Talking of our friend Langton's house in Lincoln-
shire, he said * the old house of the family was
burnt. A temporary building was erected in its
room; and to th:sdaytheyhsvebaennlvayl adding
as the family increased. It is like a shirt made for*
& man when he was a child, and enlarged always as
he grows older.”
¥ We talked to-night of Luther's allowing the Land-
grave of Hesse two wives, and that it was with the
consent of the wife to whom he was first married.
Jonmow. ¢ There was no harm in this, so far as
she was “only concerned, because volenti mon J
injuria. But it%as an offence against the general
order of society, and against the law of the Gospel,
by which one man and one woman are to be dnited,
No man can have two wives, but by preventing
somebody else from having one.” (1)

(!) Tbhhsfah,hd,iﬂtlwlmm of truth in it, »

which to rest this grest, doctrine wa doo

ﬂmm o which 1 the fous fmam& of ll human civilisation, aod of

DO}

]



a1

CHAPTER IX,

Dunvegan Castle.— Cunning.—** Temple of Anaitis.” —
Family Portraits.-— Bacon’s Henry VII.— Pennant
the Tourist. — Johnson's Birth-day. — Languages
the Pedigres of Nations.— The Luird of Muek, —
Choice of a Wife. — Johnson on Buswell's Journal.

— History of Lady Grange. — Postry of Savages. —
French Literatr, ~ Prize Fighting. — French and
English Soldters. — Duelling.~— Change of Manners.
~ Landed and trading Interests,— Loval's Pyramid.
—Uhnish. — Lord Orrery, &c. &o.

Friday, Sept. 17. - ArTER dinper yesterday, we
had a conversation upon cunning. Macleod said
that he was not afraid of cunning people; but would
let them play their tricks about him like monkeys.
“But,"” said I, “ they’ll scratch;” and Mr. M‘Queen
added, ¢ thex’ll invent mew tricks, as 0o as you
find out what they do.” JonxseN.  Cunning has
effect from the credulity of others, rather thenm
from the abilities of those who are cunning. It re-
quires no extracrdinary talents to lie and deceive.”
This led us w consider whether it did not require
great abilities to be very wicked. Jomwsow, «It
requires great abilities to have the power of being
very wicked; but not to be very wicked. A man
who has the power, yhjch great abilities procure
him, may wse it well or ill; and it requires more
abilitics fo use it well, than to use it Hl, Wicked-
7 a4
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ness is always easier than virtue; for it takes th
short cut to every thing. It is much easier to steal
¢ hundred pounds, than to get it by labour, or any
other way. Consider only what act of wickedness
requires great abilities to enmmit'it, when once the
person who is to do it has the power; for shcre is
the distinction. It requires great abilities to con-
guer an army, but none to massacre it after it 1s
conguered.”

The weather this day was rather better than any
that we bad since we came to Dunvegan. Mr.
M‘Queen bad often mentioned a curious piece of
antiquity ncar this, which he called a temple of the
goddess Anaitis. Having often talked of going to
see it, he and 1 set out after breakfast, attended by
his servant, a fellow quite hke a savage. I must
observe here, that in Sky therc secems to be much
idleness ; for men and boys follow you, as eolts fol-
low passengers upon a road. The usual figure of a
Sky-hoy is & lown with bare legs and feet, 2 dirty
kilt, ragged coat and waistcoat, a bnrg head, and a
stick in his hand, whieh, I suppose, is partly to help
the lazy rogue to walk, partly to scrve as a kind of
a defenvive weapon, We walked what is called two
miles, but is prohsbly four, from the castle, till we
camte o the sacred place. The country around is
a black dreary moor on all sides, except to the sea-
coast, towards which there is & view through u wsl-
ley; and the farm of Bay shows some geod land.
The place itself is green grquyd, being well drained,
Hymeum of a deep glen on enehddé,inboth of

whish thers ruis & tlnletmth:goad quantity of
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water, forming several cascades, which make a con.
siderable appearance and sound. The first thing
we came to was an earthen monnd, or dyke, extend.
ing from the one precipice to the other. A little
farther on was a strong stone wall, not high, but
very thick, extending in the same manner. On the
outside of it were the ruins of two houses, one on
each side of the entry or gate to it. The wall is
built all along of uncemented stones, but of sp large
8 8ize a9 to make a very firm and durable rampart.
It his been built all abouts the conseerated ground,
except where the precipice is steep enough to form
au enclosure of itse. The sacred spot contains
thaie than two acrea.  There are within it the ruins
of many houses, noue of them large, — a cairn, —
and many graves marked by clusters of stoncs.
Mr. MQueen insisted that the ruin of a small build-
ing, standing east and west, was actually the temple
of the goddess Anaitis, where her statue was kept,
and from whence processions were made to wash it
in one of the brooks. There is, it mustseer owned,
a hollow road visible for a good yway from the en-
tvdnce; but Mr. M‘Queen, with the keen eye of an
antiquary, traced it much farther than I could per-
weive it.  There s not above a foot and a half in
height of the walls now remaiuing; and the whole
extent of the building was never, I imagine, grenter
than an ordinary Highland house. Mr. M‘Queen
has collceted a great deal of learning on the subject 4
of the temple of Anaitis; and I had endeavoured,
id my Journal, to stfte such particulars as might
give some idea of it, and of the surrounding scenery:

7
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but from the great difficulty of describing visible
objeots, I found my account so unsatisfactory, that
my readers would probably have exclaimed,

# And wnte about 1t, goddess, and about 1t (1);"

and therefore I have omitted it.

When we got home, and were again at table with
Dr. Johnson, we first talked of portraits. He
agreed in thinking them valuable in families. I
wished to know which he preferred, fine portraits,
or those of which the_merit was resemblance.
Jounsox. « Sir, their ohief excellence is being
like.” BosweLL. “ Are you of that opinion as to
the portraits of ancestors, whom ome has never
seen?” JomNsoN. It then becomes of more con-
sequence that they should be like; and I would
have them in the dress of the times, which makes a
piece of history. One should like to see how Rorte
More looked. Truth, Sir, is of the greatest value
in these things” Mr. M‘Quecen observed, that if
you think it of no consequence whether portraits
are like, it they are but well painted, you may be
indifferent whethet a piece of history is true or not,
if well told.

Pr. Johnson said at breakfast to-day, « that it
was but of lste that historians bestowed pains and
pttention in consulting records, to attain to ac-
curacy. Bacon, in «writing his History of Henry
VIL, does not seem to have consulted uny, but to

* have just taken what he found in other histories,
and blended it with what helearned by tradition,”

€1) Duncind, bs 4 ¥, 2852, 0y
AN
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He agreed with me that there should be a chronicle
kept in every considerable family, to prescrve the
characters and transactions of successive gener-
ations.

After dinner I started the subject of the temple
of Anpuitis. Mr. M‘Queen had Iaid stress on the
name given ¢o the place by the country people, —
Ainnit ; and added, “ I knew not what to make of
this piece of antiquity, till I met with the Anaitidis
delubrum in Lydia, mentioned by Pausanias and
the elder Pliny.” Dr. Johnson, with his usual
acuteness, examined Mr. M‘Queen as to the mean-
ing of the word Airnis, in Erse; and it proved to
be a water-place, or a place near water, “ which,”
said Mr. M'Queen, “ agrees with all the descriptions
of the temples of that goddess, which were situated
near rivers, that there might be water to wash the
statue.” JonnsoN. ¢ Nay, 8ir, the argument from
the name is gone. The name is exhausted by what
we see. We have no occasion to go to a distance
for what we can pick up under our fesds Had it
been an accidental name, the sjmilarity between it
and Angitis might have had something in it; but it
turns out to be a mere physiological name.” Mae-
leod said, Mr. M‘Queen’s knowledge of etymology
had destroyed his conjecture, JomnsoN. ¢ Yes,
§ir ; Mr. M‘Queen is like the eagle mentioned by
‘Waller, who was shot with® an arrow feathercd
from his own wing.” Mr. M‘Queen would not,
however, give up his conjecture. Jomnsown. ¢ You
have one possibilitf’ for you, and all possibilities
against you, It is possible it may be the templa
of Anaitis; buj4t is also possible that it may
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be a fortification; or it may be a place of Chris«
dan worship, as the first Chriotians often _chose
remote and wild places, to make an impression on
the mind ; or, if it was a hcathen temple, it may
huve been built wear a river, for the purpose of
lustration ; and there is such a multitude of divini-
ties, to whom it may have been dedicated, that the
cliance of its being a temple of Anaitis is hardly
any thing. It is like throwing a grain of sand upon
the sea-shore to-day, and thinking you may find it
to-morrow. No, Sir, this temple, like many an ill-
built edifice, tumbles down before it is roofed in.”
In his triumph over the reverend antiquarian, he
indulged himself in a conceit; for, some vestige of
the altar of the goddess being much insisted on in
suppott of the hypothosis, he said, < Mr. M‘Queen

s fighting pro aris of foers.”
1t was wonderful how well time passed 1n a re-
mote castle, and in dreary weather. After supper,
we talked of Pennant. It was objected that he was
superficiales Dr. Johnson defended bhim warmly.
He said, “ Pennan{ has greater variety of inquiry
thian almost any wan, and has told us more than
perhaps ome in ton thousand could have doue, in
the time thut ke tosk. He has not raid whet he
was to tell ; s you cannot find fault with him for
what he has not told. 1f & man comes to look for
fishes, you eanmet blalne him if be does npt attend
to fowls.” ¢ But,” mid Colonel Maegleod, «he mep-
tious the unreawgnalfie rvise of vents in the High-
lanas, and says, *the gentlemdn ate for emptying
he bag, witheus Bllisg it,’ for thet is the phrase
4 “ '
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he uses. Why does he not tell how to fill it?”
JounsoN., ¢ Sir, there is no end of negative
criticism. He tells what he observes, and as
uch as he chooses. If he tells what is not true,
you may find fault with him ; but, though he tells
that the land is not well cultivated, he is not
obhged to tell how it may be well cultivated.
1f I tell that many of the Highlanders go bare-
footed, I am not obliged to tell how they may get
shoes. Pennant tells a fact. He need go no farther,
exocpt he pleases. He exhausts nothing; and no
subject whatever has yet been exhausted. But
Peonant has surely told a great deal. Here is a
man six feet high, and you are angry because he is
not seven.” Notwithstanding this cloquent Orutio
pro Pennantio, which they who have read this
gentleman's Tours, and recollect the savage and the
shopkeeper at Monboddo, will probably impute to
the spirit of contradiction, 1 still think that he had
better have given more attention to fewer things,
than have thrown together such a numgher of im-
perfect accounts. ‘

Saturday, Sept. 18. — DBefore breakfast, Dr.
Johuson came up to my room, to forbid me to men-
tion that it was his birthday; but I told him I had
done it alveady; st which he was displeased — I
suppose from wishing to have nothing particular
done on his ascount.(!) Lady Macleod and I got

1) [ Boswell, with sovhe of Ius troublesome kindness, has
injor)m[cdthﬂbtdl nﬂr«nindodmtlmth:;sth “Sap-
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into & warm dispute. She wanted to builé a house
upon s farm which she bas taken, about five miles
froa the castle, and 1o make gardens and other or-
naments there; all of which I approved of ; but in-
sisted that the seat of the family should always be
upon the rock of Dunvegan. JouNsox. Ay, mn
time we’ll build all round this rock. You may
make a very good house at the farm; but it must
not be such as to tempt the Laird of Macleod to go
thither to reside. Most of the great families of
England have a secondary residence, which is called
a jointure-house; let the new house be of that kind.”
The lady insisted that the rock was very incon-
venicnt ; that there was no place near it where a
good garden could be made ; that it must always be
a rude place; that it was a Herculean labour to
make @ dinner here. I was vexed to find tHe alloy
of modern refinement in a lady who had so much
old family spirit. « Madam,” said I, “ if ouce you
quit this rock, there is no knowing where you may
settle. JYpu move five miles first; then to St
Andrews, as the latp Laird did; thentn Edmhurgh

and so on tdl you end at Hnmpstem or in France.
No, no; keep to the, rock; it is the very jewel of
the estate. 1t looks 88 i€ it had been let down from
heavgn by the four corners, to be the residence of a

mmmw uhfed.lmdﬂed musery, spent
penury putu tbevioﬁne.
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chief. Have all the comforts and convenicnces of
life upon it, but never leave Rorie More's cascade.”
< But,” said she, “ is it not e‘ough if we keep it?
Must we never have more convenience than Rorie
More had? he had his beef brought to dinmer in
one basket, and his bread in another. Why not as
well be Rorie More all over, as live upon his rock ?
And should not we tire, in looking perpetually on
thisrock? It is very well for you, who have a fine
place, and every thing easy, to talk thus, and think
of chaining honest folks to a rock. You would not
live upon it yourself.” ¢ Yes, Madam,” said 1, + 1
would live upon it, were I Laird of Macleod, and
should be unhappy if 1 were not upon it.” Jorn-
soN (with a strong voice and most determined
manner). “ Madam, rather than quit the old rock,
Boswell would live in the pit; he would make his
bed in the dungeon.” I felt a degree of elation, at
finding my resolute feudal enthusiasm thus confirmed
by such a sanction. The lady was puzzled a little.
She still returned to her pretty farm — gigh ground
— fine garden. ¢« Madam,” said Rr. Johnson, “were
they in Asia, I would not leave the rock.” (') My

(1) Dunvegan well deserves the stand which was made by
Dr. Johnson 1n its defence. Its greatest inconvemence was
that of access. This had been eriginally obtained from the sea,
by a subterranean staircase, y arched, partly cut m the
rocky which, winding up through the chff, opened mnto the court
of the castle. 'This at all imes very mconvement, had
been shandoned, wes runous. A very indifferent subshitute
had'veen made by a road, which, rising from the harbour, renched
T e T
"‘r,:ugd, has made m convenient and charpeteristic mmy

which a direct 0 the further side of the mnn.“i:
the castie gate, and surmounts the chasm by a drgwe

£
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opinion on this subject is still the same.- An ancient
family residence ought to be a primary object; and
though the situation #f Dunvegan be such that little
can be done here in gardening or pleasure ground,
yeb, in addition to the veneration acquired by the
Iapse of time, it has many circumstances of natural
grandeur, suited to the scet of a Highland chief: it
has the sea — islands — rocks ~ hills — a noble cas-
cade; and whéen the family is agamn in opulence,
something may be done by art. (')

Mr. Donald M‘Queen went away to.day, in order
to preach at Braccadale next day. We were so
comfortably situated at Dunvegan, that Dr. Jobn.
son could hardly be moved from it. I proposed to
him that we should leave it on Monday. “No, $ir,”
said he, I will not go before Wednesday. I will
have some more of this good.” However, as the

weather was at this season so bad, aud so very un-

bridge, whnﬁ would have delnq;ud Rone More himself. 1 may
add, that neither Johnson nor Boswell were antiquaries, other-
wise they must bave pmnrked, smongst the Cimelta ot Dun-
vogan, the fated or fairy banner, said to be given to the clan by
a Banshee, and a curtous drinkmg cup (Yminhl , said to have
belonged to the famyly when lun$ of the lsle of —certainly
of most veperable antiquity, ~— Wairra Scorr, 1829.

(1) Something has indeed been, partly in the way of accome

modation and ornament, m m| ements more
Ve, lm:li’tbe prm{;? benoﬁoenzo;and) of

Macleod. She has comp the language of
husband's ¢lan, mudnwlmf;m to be 'iﬂr eﬂ'ecn':a!er
benefactress. She has erected schools, which she superintends

herself, t introduce amorg them the benefits, know) and
cotnforts of more civised society; and & ymmmum

wombudmemerwthemﬁhumnmofm“pﬂmh
uive people, than had been seihioved fUs sgen before, <= Warres
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certain, and we had a great"leal 46 -dd yét, Mr,
M‘Queen and I prevailed with him to agree to
set out on Monday, if the day\phould be good. Mr.
M‘Queen, though it was inconvenient for him to be
absent from his harvest, engaged t6 wait on Monddy
ut Ulinish for us. When ‘he was going away, Dn
Johnson said, “I shall ever retain a great mgud
for you:” then asked him if he had the  Ranibléer.”
Mr. M‘Queen said, “No, but my brother has it.”
JonxsoN, “Have you the «Idler?™ - M‘Quzen.
“No, Sir.” Jouwnson. “Then I will order one for
you at Edinburgh. whieh you will ke¢p in remem-
brance of me.” Mr. M‘Queen was much pleased
with this. He expressed to me in the strongest
terms, his' admiration of Dr. Johnson’s wonderful
knowledge, and every other quality for which he is
distinguished. T asked Mr. M‘Queen if he was
satisfied with. being a minister in Sky. He said he
was; but he owned that his forefathers having been
so long there, and his having been born there, made
a chief ingredient in forming his contemment.” 1
should have mentiened, that on ourdeft hand, between
Portree and Dr. Macleod's house, Mr. M‘Queen
told me thete had been a ovollege of the Knights
Tomplars ;. that tradition said so; and-that thers .
wuaminremumxgofthe:rchurch,’whxchhsd
been birnt: but I oconfess Dr. Johnson has weak-
ened my belief in remote tradition.  In the. dispute .
about Andifis, Mr. M‘Queen said, Asia Minar %as"’
pecpled by Scythians, .nd, as they weré the ances-'
tors of the Celts, the’same religion might be:in
Asiz Minor and Sky Jonngon. « Alas! Sir, wht
 VOL. IV, . .

2
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can a nation that hak ot letters tell of its original ?
1 bave always difficulty to be patient when I hear
authors gravely guotfd, as giving accounts of savage
nations, which aceonnts they had from the savages
themselves. What can the M‘C'raas tell about them-
selves a thousand years ago? () Thereis no tracing
the connection of ancient nations, but by language;
and therefore I am always sorry when any language
is lost, because languages are the pedigree of na-
tions. If you find the same language in distant
coulitries, you may be sure that the inhabitants of
each have been the same people; that is to say, if
you find the languages a good deal the same; for a
word here and there being the same, will not do.
Thus Butler, in his ¢Iludibras,” remembering that
penguin, in the Straits of Magellan, significs a ird
with a white head, and that the sam¢ word has, in
Wales, the signification of a white-headed weneh,
pen head, and guwin white), by way of ridicule,
concludes that the people of those straits are Welsh.”
A yo®ng gentleman of the name of M‘Lean, ne-
¢

(1) « V;bat can th‘; M:ﬁ‘ng u::‘l,l of tl;:mulm a t}mhx:md
Yoars ¥  More than the r would svppose. ve a
copy :’othen' family hstory, written by Mr. John Mac Ra,
imnister of Dingwal, 1n Rosa-shire, 1n 1702, In this hustory, the:
are averred to have come over with those Fitzgeralds now hol
ing the name of M<Kenme, at the period of the battle oﬂ.'?,
m 1268, lmmdulgcdwﬂhaegfyofﬂnpdlgreqb’ @
consent of the principal persons of the ¢lan, 1n 1626, and had
the angwnal in my possesion for some time, It is modestly
vdrawn up, and with all the sccuracy which can be
ox| when nust he nacessanily much rebed upon.
The pame was in Lrish, Mac Grath, softened in the Highlands
e e S M TR
an, t ) e DALk O
Crow, Craw, &c, = Wavrrss Scory.

-
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phew to the Laird of the Isle of Muck, came this
morning ; and, just as we sat down to dinner, came
the Laird of the Isle of Muck hirgself, his lady, sister
to Talisker, two other ladies, their relations, and a
daughter of the late M:Leod of Hamer, who wrote
a treatise on the second sight, under the designation
of «Theophilus Insulanus.(!')” It was somewhat
droll to hear this laird called by his title. Muck
would have sounded ill; so he was called Isle of
Much, which went off with great readiness. The
name, a8 now written, is unseemly, bat is not so bad
in the original Erse, which is diouach, signifying the
Sows’ Island. Buchanan calls it fnsule Porcorum.
It is so called from its form. Some call it the Isle
of Monk. The Laird insists that this is the proper
name. It was formerly church-land belonging to
Teolmkill, and a hermit lived in it. It is two miles
long, and about three quarters of 2 mile broad. The
Laird said, he had seven score of souls upon it. Last
vear he had eighty persons inoculated, mostly child-
ren, but some of them eighteen years of age. Me
agreed with the surgeon to come and do it at half
a crown a head., It is very fertile in corn, of which
they export some; and its coasts abound in. fish.
A tailor comes there six times in a year. - They get
a good blacksmith from the Isle of Egg.
Sunday. Sept, 19«—-]5 was mﬂle’r worse Weathet
than any that we had yet. At breakfast Dr. Johns .
son -md, “Some cuhnihg men choose fools for

g )xoThe i of “3;2 Johmmmu:l; biognpher ﬁ
credulons a style as ei .
have dcwéd“-y- rSum o m '

i - *RQ
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their wives, thinking to manage them, but they al-
ways fail. .There is a spaniel fool, and a mule fool.
The spaniel fool ma" be made to do by beating. The
wle fool will neitner da by words nor blows; and
4e spaniel fool often turns mule at last: and sup-
pose a fool to be made do pretty well, you must
have the continual trouble of making her do. De-
. pend upon it, na woman is the worse for sense and
knowledge.” Whether afterwards he meant merely
to say a polite thing, or to give his opinion, I eould
not be sure ; but he added, *“Men know that wo-
men are an over-match for them, and therefore they
choose the weakest or most ignorant. If they did
not think so, they never could be afraid of women
knowing as much as themselves.” In justice to the
sex, I think it but candid ta acknowledge, that in a
subsequent conversation,. he told me that he was
serious in what he had said.

He came to my room this merning before break-
fast, to read my Journal, which he has done all alnng.
Hg oftew before said, I take great delight in read-
ing it." To-dayhe said, * You improve: it grows
better.and better.” I observed, there was a danger
of my getting & habit of writing in a slovenly man-
ner. “Sir,” said he, “it is not written in a slovenly
manner, It might be printed, were the snhjeet fit
for printing.” (') Wiiile Mr. Bethune preached to
usjn the diufng-rhom, Dr. Johrison sat in his own

#9m, where I G lying»hdom*hhn e volume: of

‘7 (1) Aw I nhuhpm.ie\dnn.
1 fope L ghall ::S::E Em m-
minm;onm m effered to the -

a
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Lord Bacon's works, « The Decay of Christian
Picty,” Monboddo’s ¢ Origin of Language,” and
Sterne’s Sermons. He asked me ¥, how it hap-
pened that we were so little together: I told him
my Journal took up much time. Yet, on reflection,
it appeared strange to me, that although I will run
from one end of London to another, to pass an hour
with hiny, I shonld omit to seize any spare time to
be in his company, when I am settled in the same
house with him. But my Journal is really a task
of much time and Iabour, and he forbids me to con-
tract it.

1 omitted to mention, in its place, that Dr. John-
son told Mr. M‘Queen that he had found the belief
of the second sight universal in Sky, except among
the clergy, who seemed determined against it.
took the liberty to observe to Mr. M‘Queen, tha
the clergy were actuated by a kind of vanity
«'The world,” say they, *takes us to be credulous
men in a remote corner. We'll show themn that we
are more enlightened than they think.” The'worthy
man said, that his disbelief of ¢ was from his
not finding sufficient evidence; but I could per-
coive that he was prejudiced (?) against it.

After dinner to-day, we talked of the extra-

g use of this ward, Mr. Boswell shows, that ke
in fovowr of the second aght, vither because it
credulouumperaflusown mind, or because it

bohdhkea bonour. The were nBot
aganst mmm..,dmg the mmy
most intellf in those regwons, they saw the
sbau of the on the s was
— See Genersl Macleod’s Memairs ( Appendix, No. 1V.), as
%0 to believe in the second -
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ordinary fact of Lady Grange’s (1) being sent to St.
Kilda, and confined there for several years, with-
out any means of frelief. (2) Dr. Johnson said, if

(1) The true story of this lady, swhich happencd in this cen-
tury, is as frightfully romantic as if it had been the fiction of a
floomy fancy. She was the wife of one of the Lords of Session

n , 2 man of the vory first blood of his country. For
some mysterious yeasons, which have never been discovered, she
was seized and carried off in the dark, she knew not by whom,
and by nightly journeys was conveyed to the Highland shores,

whence she was transported by sea to the remote rock of
8t. Kilda, where she reroained, amongst its few wild inhabitants,
a forlorn prisoner, but had a constant supply of provisions, and
a woman to wait on her. No inquiry was made after her, till
she at last found means to convey & letter to 8 confidentiul
friend, by the daughter of a Catechist, who concealed 1t in a
clue of yarn, Information bemg thus obtained at Edinburgh,
& ship was sent to bring her off; but intcligence of thi beinyg
received, she was conveyed to Macleod's island of Flernes,
where she died. — B. — [She was buried, as Macleod inf
me, at Dunv n;‘]l— C.
mrgh Lady Grange is well known. I have seen her
Journal. Bhe had become privy to some of the Jacobite -
trigues, in which her busband, Lord Grsnge brother of the
Earl of Mar, and a Lord of Session), and his ily were en-
g:ﬁed. Being on indifferent terms with her husbaud, she 1%
smd to have thrown out hints that she knew as much as would
cost him his life. The judge probably thought with Mrs.
Peachum, thet it is rather an awkward state of domestic aftiurs,
when tirwyife has it in her power to the husband. Lady
Grange was the more to he dreaded, as she came of a vindictive
race, heing the ndchild of that Chiesley of Dalry, who
ntes Bir George L the Lord ident. ilnny
of im e in the Highlands were m
removing her testimony. The notorions Lovat, with a party of
his men, were the direct agents in cmyix:ﬁher off (see ant?,
Vol. 11, p. 204.) ; and 8t l&l.bdong;{n{ en to Macleod, wan
seletted an the place of confluement, e name by which she
was spoken or written of was Corpack, an ominous distingtion,
corresponding to whatyis called in the lectute-room of an
anatomist, or shat fn the sl the Westport murderers, —

Warres Scorr, — [ Ruebel was the dsughter, not the

' gud-uxgm, the murderer,  The Earl of Mar, restored
1824, wus her grandson, « Camsans. )

(2) Tn & Carstare’s State Papel\” we find An suthientic nar-
rative of Connor, a cathplic priest, who mgdmm, being
scized by some of Lord mh'lwu,ﬂ ed prisonet
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Macleod would let it be known that he. had such a
place for naughty ladies, he might make it a very
profitable islapd. We had, ¥ the course of our
tour, heard of St. Kilda poetr}. Dr. Johnson ob-
served, “It must be very poor, because they have
very few images.” 'BoswerL. “ There may be a
poetical. genius shown in combining these, and in
making poetry of them.” Jonnsox. *8ir, a man can-
not make fire but in proportion as he has fuel. He
cannot coin guineasbut in proportion as he has gold.”
At tea he talked of his intending to go to Italy in
1775. Macleod said, he would like Paris better.
Jonuxsson. «No, Sir; there are none of the French
literati now alive, to visit whom I would cross a sea.
1 can find in Buffon’s book all that he can say.’ (‘)
After supper be said, “I am sorry that prize-

in the islapd of Hurris several years : ham fed with bread aud
water, und lodged in a house where he #as exposed to the rains
and cold.  Sir James Ogilvy writes, June 18. 1667, that the
Lord Chancellor, the Lurdzdvnute and himself, were to mcet
next day, to take effectu to luve t}m redressed.
Connor was then still demd."-p. 810 ﬂlm what
) ;;ivue oppremu might in the last cen afpr in the
cbrides. In the sane collectipn, the arl Argyle ves a
picturosque account of an’ eg:bnsay from the ‘;vml Vil of
Barra, as that ingylar ‘chief used to be denominated. “lrc.-
c.e[vea a letter yesterday from M‘N eil of Barra, who lives very
fur off, scnt by a gentleman in all formality, oﬂbnng his service,
which had made you luugh m see his_en The style of hus
lmfr mms:x :ffM Noilnr n.m, Mk: omhe?in bi:
o It s b} that when s
pipes’ blew ‘2 pargleular strain, mﬂlhnhng that all Mfd
ight go to d;innn'.—-WAm- or2.
(1) Idadbubo «qm—mnmm-m.
temmg m lhernt, many-of whom, 1em ‘have

¢l i N
ma&u mm’z ote ‘ﬂ';fm'.'nfumas-ug iy

'14-
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fighting is gone out; eéveiy art should be preserved,
and the art of defence is surely important. It is
abisurd that our sofiiers should have swords, and
not be taught the ute of them.' Prize-fighting (1)
made people accustomed not*to be alarmed at see-
ing their own blood, or feeling a little pain from a
wound. I think the heavy ylagmore was an ill-con-
trived weapon. A man could only strike once with
it. It employed both his hands, and he must of
course be soon fatigued with wielding it ; so that if
his antagonist could -only keep playing awhile, he
was sure of him. I would fight with a dirk against
Rorie More's vword. 1 could ward off a blow with
a dirk, and then ron in upon my enemy. When
within that heavy sword, T have hini ; he is quite
helpless, and I could stab him at my lesure, like a
calf. .It is thought by sensible military men, that
the English do not enough avail themselves of their
superfor strength of body against the French; for
that must always have a great advantage in pushing
with bayomets. I have heard an officer say, that if
women could bnmadem stand, they would do as
well g8 men in mere mxe‘?uge of bullets from a
distance ; but if a body men should come close
up to them, then to be sire they must be overoome:
now,” eaid’ ha. “m tbe mmnertheweaker-

.Johmn mmi tlumormkud,
eg‘el) b “"q hld'l.uumdﬁmn his uncléy
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bodied French must be overcome by.our strong
soldiers.”

The subject of duelling was introduced. Jomx-
50N. “There is no case in Edgland where one or
other of the combatants must die : if you have over-
come your adversary by disarming him, that is suf-
ficient, though you should not kill him ;. your
honour, or the honour of your family, is restored,
as much as it can be by a duel. It is cowardly to

. force your antagonist to renew the combat, when
you know that-you have the advantage of him by
superior skill. You wmight just as well go and cut
his throat while he is asleep in his bed. When a
duel begins, it is supposed there may be an
equality; because it is not always skil} that prevails.
1t depends much on presence of mind ; nay, on ac-
cidents, The wind may be in a man's face. He
may fall. (') Many such things may decide the
superiority. A man is sufficiently punished by
being called out, and subjected to . the risk that
is in a duel” DBut on my suggesting.-that the
injured person is equally subjecteg to risk, be fairly
owned he could not explain the rationality of duel-
bng ‘

Morday, Sepe. 20. -~When I awaked, the storm

was higher still. It abuted about nine, and the sun
shone; but it rained again very soon, and it was
uot 8 day for tmremag. At breakfast, Dr. Jokn-

(’1) Johnson considers duels as only fought with swords, &
" practioe now vdwl‘?h %nma%cm?na,wﬂmnﬂ,
ryacipes v atat il ek
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son told us, “there was once a pretty good tavern
in Catharine Sireet ju the Strand, where very good
company met in anfevening, and each man called
for his own half-pirtk of wine, or gill, if lie pleased ;
they were frugal men, and nobody paid but for what
he himself drank. The house furnished no supper;
but a woman attended with mutton pies, which any
body might purchase. I was‘introduced to this com-
pany by Cumming the Quaker ('), and used to go
there sometimes when I drank wine. In-the last
age, when my mother lived in London, there
were two sets of people, those who gave the wall,
and those who took it; the peaceable and the
quarrelsome. When I returned to Lichfield, after

ker, pught to take armis for thie civil and religious libertivs of his
country? “Ni," said Cumming, “but 1 will drive an amma-
nition w " _Yet this bustling man wis, it seems, morbidly
scositive, . M Piozsi “ Dr. Johnson.once told me that
Cumming, th‘&ufpmmn_ lker;h:m he valued
very "y - 1o inawlis

having dé ofx his-death-bed, that thepain of an agonymous
letter, written in some of the common prints of the dey, dastened
on bs heets, aud threw ‘

M'W%f?ﬂ-rom'm i.nim !
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having been in London, my mother asked me,
whether 1 was one of thosqwho gave the wall, or
those who took it. Now, it}nﬂxed that every man
keeps to the right; or, if Jdne is taking the wall,
another yiclds it, and it is never a dispute.” He
#as very severe on e lady whose .name was
mentioned. He said, he would have sent her
to St. Kilda. That she was as bad as negative
badness could be, and stood in the way of what was
good: that insipid beauty would not go a great way;
and that such a woman might be cut out of a cab-
bage, if there was a skilful artificer.

Macleod was too late in coming to breakfast, Dr
Jalinson said. laziness wus worse than the tooth-ache.
BosweLL. “I eannot agree with you, Sir; a basin
of cold water, or a horsewhip, will cure laziness.”
Jonnsox. ¢ No, Sir; it will only put off the fit; it
*will not cure the diseasc. I have been trying to
cure my laziness all my life, and eould not do it."}
BosweLi. “But if a man does in a shorter time
what might be the labour of a life, there is nothing
to be said aganinst him.” Jonwsow (perceiving at
once that I alluded to him and his Dictionary).
. % Suppose that flattery to be true, the consequence
would be, that the world would have no right to
censure a.man ;- but that will not Justxfy him to
himself.” R

. After. breakfast, he said "to me, “A nghland
chief should now endeavour.to do evety thing .to
ra.ise his reats, by means of the industry of his peo-
ple.. Formerly, i was right for him to have his
house full of idle fellows; they were his deferiders,
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his servants, his dependants, Kis friends. Now they
may be better employpd. The system of things is
now so much altered,fthat the family cannot have
influence but by riclles, beeause it has no longer
the power of ancient feudal times. An individual
of a family ;uay have it; but it cannot now belonk
to a family, uniess you could have a perpetuity of
men with the same views. Macleod has four times
the land that the Duke of Bedford has. I think,
with his spirit, he may in time make himself the
greatest man in the king’s dominions ; for land may
always be improved to a certain degree. I would
never have any man sell land, to throw money into
+the: funds, as is often done, or to try any other
species of trade. Depend upon it, this rage of
trade will destroy itself. You and I shall not see it;
but the time will come when there will be an end of
it. Trade is like gaming. If a whole company are '
gamesters, play must cease ; for there is nothing to
be won. When all nations are traders, there is
nothing to be gained by trade, and it will stop first
where it is brought te the greatest perfection. Then
the proprietors of land only will be the great men.”
I ohserved, it was hard that Macleod should find
ingratitude in so many of his people. Jounsox.
« Sir, gratitude is a fruit of great cultivation; you
do not find it among gross prople.” I doubt of
this. Nature seems to have implanted gratitude in
all liviag creatures. The lion, mentioned by Aulus
Gellins, had it. (!) It appeary to me that enlture,

(1) Aul Gellius, 1ib, lv.‘é. xiv,
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which brings luxury and selfishness. with it, has a
tendency rather to weaken tl?n promete this affec-
tion,

Dr. Johnson said this morimg when talking of
our setting out, that he was in the state in which
Lord Bacon represents kings. He desired the end,
but did not like the means. He wished much to
get howe, but’ was unwilling to travel in Sky.
“You are like kings too in this, Sir,” said I, ¢ that
vou must act under the direction of others.”

Tuesday, Sept.21.— The uncertainty of our pre-
sent situation having prevented me from receiving
any letters from home for some time, I could not
help being uneasy. Dr. Johnson had an advantage
over me in this respect, ke having no wife or child
to occasion anxious apprehensions in his mind. It
was o good morning; so we resolved to set out.
But, before quitting this®castle, where we have been
so well entertained, let me give a short description
of it

Along the edge of the rock, there are the remains
of a wall, which is now coveredith ivy. A square
court is formed by buildings of different ages, par-
tioularly some towers, said to be of great antiquity ;
and at one place there is a row of false eanuon (1)
of stome. There is a very large uufinished pile,
four stories high, which we were told was here
when Leod, the first of this fimily, came from tne
Isle of Man, marvied the heiress of the M‘Crails,

$3) Dumqmcwnhmmmmhwunnon* Mw
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the ancient possessors of Dunvegan, and afterwards
aoquired by conquest s much land as he had got
by merriage. He putf;:ssed the house of Austria;
for he was feliz both Hilla gerere et nubere.(!) John
Breck () Macleod, the grandfather of the late laird,
began to repair the castle, or rather to complete it :
bat he did not live to finish his undertaking. Not
doubting, however, that he should do it, he, like
thoge who have had their epitaphs written before
‘they died, ordered the following inscription, com-
posed by the minister of the parish, to be cut upon
a broad stone above one of the lower windows,
where it still remains to celebrate what was not
done, and to serve as a memento of the uncertainty
of life, and the presumption of man. (3)

“ Joannes Macleod, Beganoduni Dominus, gentis suz Phi-
larchus (4) Durinesizx;, Haraim, Vaternesice, &c, Baro: I3 Flore
Macdonald matrimoniali vinculageonjiugatus, turrem hane Be-
ganodunensem, prodvorum habitaculum longe vetustissimum,
liu penitus Inbefectatany, Afno @re vulgaris MDCLXXXVI
Bstauravit. . .

¢ Quem stabilire juvat proavorum tecta vetusta,
" Omne scelus fogiat, justitiamque colat.
Vertit in aérias ®urres magalia virtus,
Inque casas humiles tectn superba nefus.”

1) This is an allaxion 10 a cslebrated epigram, quoted with
-ao(lm):ch eﬂbczml_ry the late Mr, V;hitbmd,w;n 8 speech inwthe
House of Commbns(9th March, 1810), inallmqwm mar-
risge of the Archduchess Maria Louisa with Buonaparte: °

' - . i 1 .

B et 4y s iy e
. (2) Brack moaus marked with the smallpos, —=C. .
3 Ithga’w"ﬂnkh%' g hnot oo o lofty o scale as. was
i‘g) Naclaris sien W: Mm“f’:- Dusege
3 nn ‘ 9 regan,
Ao b Gl Bsrem o Bhamicia e For i B
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Macleod and Zalisker accompanied us. We
passed by the parish church jof Durinish. The
churchyard is not enclosed, but a pretty murmuring
brook runs along one side of it\ In it is a pyramid
erected to the memory of Thomas Lord Lovat, by
his son Lord Simon, who suffered on Tower Hill.
It is of freestone, and, I suppose, abuut thirty feet
high, There is an inscription on a piece of white
marble inserted in it, which I suspect to have been
the composition of Lord Lovat himself, being much
in his pompous style.

1 have preserved this inscription (1), though of
no great value, thinking it characteristical of a man
who bas made some noise in the world, Dr. John-
son said, it was poor stuff, such as Lord Lovat's
butler might have written.

I observed, in this churchyard, a parcel of people
assembled at a funeral, héfore the grave was dug:
The coffin, with the corpse in it, was placed on the
Lard in hove of Lond Thoras hi Teiher o peer of Seesiaioy

and chief of the great and ancient clan of the Frasers. Being
ed for his birthright by the famfly of Athell, then in
£ e i
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ground, while the people alternately. assisted in
making a grave. Ope man, at a little distance, was
-busy cutting a long' turf for it, with the crooked
spade (1) which is ubed in Sky; a very awkward in-
strument The iron part of it is like a plough-
conlter. It has a rude tree-for a handle, in which a
wooden pin is placed for the foot to press upon. A
traveller might, without further inquiry, have set
this down as the mode of burying in Sky. I was
told, however, that the usual way is to have a grave
previously dug.

. I gbsefved to-day, that the common way of car-
rymg home their grain here is in loads on horsehack.
They have also a few sleds, or cars, as we call them
in Ayrshire, clumsily made, and rarely used.

We got to Ulinish about six o'clock, and found a

_very good farm-house, of two stories. Mr. Macleod
of Ulinish, the sheriff-substitute of the island, was a
plain honest gentleman, a good deal like an English
Jjnstice of peace § not much given to talk, but suffi-
‘ciently sagacious, and somewhat droll. His deughter,
thiough she was ngver out of $ky, was a very well-
bred woman. Our reverend friend, Mr. Donald
M@Queen, kept his appomtment, and met us here.

Talking of Phipps’s. voyage to the North Pole, Dr
Johnson ohserved, that it was “ conjectured that pur
former navigators have kept too pear land, and so
have found the senfrozen far north, becsuse the
fand hinders the free motion of the tide; but, in the
wide oeun, ‘where .the waves tamble ‘at. their full

-w(! ) A me M.h!h (if not the same) is
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convenience, it is imagined that the frost does not
take effect.”

Wednesday, Sept. 22.— In the morniug I walked
out, and saw a ship, the Margaget of Clyde, pass by
with 2 number of emigrants on board. It was a
melancholy sight. After breakfast, we went to see
what was called a subterraneous house, about a mile
off. It was upon the side of a rising ground.. It
was discovéred by a fox's having taken up his abode
in it, and in chaging him, they dug into it. It was
Very narrow and low, and secmed about forty feet
in length. Near it, we found the foundations of
several small huts, built of stone. Mr. M‘Queen,
who is always for making every thing as ancient 3s
possible, boasted that it was the dwelling of some of
the first inhabitants of the island, and observed, what
a curiosity it was to find here a specimen of the
houses of the aborigines, which he believed could
be found nowhere else ; and it was plain that they
lived without fire. Dr. Johnson remarked, that they
who made this were not in the rudest state; for
that it was more difficult to make it than to build
a honse ; therefore certainly thos® who made it were
in possession of houses, and had this only ax a hiding-
place. It appeared to me, that the vesngos of houses
just by it confirmed Dr. Johnson's opinion. g

From an old tower, near this place, is an exten-
sive view of Loch-Bracecadale, and, at & distance, of
the jsles of Barra and South Uist ;' and, on the land-
ude, t.he Cuﬂlm(‘), & prodigious mnge of moun«

s ‘
i of m from

VOL. 1V. LA |
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tains, capped with rocky pinnacles in a strange
carlety of shapes. They resemble the mountaina
near Corte, in Corsica, of which there is a very good
print. ‘They muke »art of a great range for deer,
which, though entircly devoid of trees, is in these
countrics called a forest.

In the afternoon, {7linish carried us in his boat to
an island possessed by him, where we saw an im-
mense cave, much more deserving the title of antrum
unmane than that of the Sibyl described by Virgil,
which 1 likewise have visited. It is one hundred
and «ighty feet long, about thirty feet broad, and at
least thirty feet high. This cave, we were told, had
a remarkable ccho; but we found none. They said
it was owing to the great rains having made it damp.
Such are the excuses by which the exaggeration of
Highland narratives is palliated. There is a plen-
tiful garden at Ulinish (a great rarity in Sky), and
several trees ; and near the house is a hill, which has
an Ere nawe, signifying “the hill of strife,” where,
Mr. M*Queen informed us, justice was of old admi-
nistered. It is ko the mons placiti of Scone, or
those hills which are called Zaws, such as Kelly law,
North-Berwick Zrwo, and several others. It is sin-
gular that this spot should happen mow to be the
sheriff's residence.

We had a very cheerful evening, and Dr. John-

i gk vt v o roct Tke. the el

) at th
Isle of Wight; and Macleod's Db:w,‘l‘lawt-—bﬂh which dof
We thewr sn:m. from thewr lavated stevp sides, and flat tops.—
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son talked a good deal on the subject of literature.
Speaking of the noble family ofyBoyle, he said, that
all the Lord Orrerys, till the presemt, had becn
writers. The first wrote several piays ; the second (¥)
was Bentley’s antagonist; the third wrote the Wife
of Swift, and several other things; his son Hamilton
wrote some papers in the Adventurer and World.
He told us he was well acquainted with Swift's Lord
Orrery. He said he was a feeble-minded man; that,
ou the publication of Dr. Delany’s Remarks on his
book, be was so much alarmed that he was afraid to
rcad them. Dr. Johnson comforted him, by tell'ag
him they were hoth in the right; that Delany had
seen most of the good side of Swift,— Lord Qrrery
most of the bad. Macleod asked, if it was not wrong
in Orrery to expose the defects of a man with whom
he lived in intimacy. Jomnson. ¢ Why po, Sir,
after the man is dead; for then it is done histo-
ricaly.” He added, ¢ If Lord Orrery had been
rich, he would have been a very liberal patron.
His conversation was like his writings, neat and
elegant, but without strength. g grasped at more
than his sbilities could reach; tried to pass for a
hetter talker, a better writer, and a better thinker
than he was. (3) There was a quarrel between him
aud his father, in which his father was to blame;

(1) Dr. Johuson is not quite accurgte in his enummmon
The tirst Lord Orrery wrote, as he says, several

“:':lnw:‘;w him %q Inan who nﬁmﬁe Q‘E:J?iguré.biu

the sscond, and Lionel, third, Early,

s mﬂm CWI the fourth, was the an-

mwg““ o .wmodyé John, the ffth Earl,
(8) See anz?, Vol. 1. gu. —c.
s 2
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because it arose from the son's not allowing his wife
to keep company with his father's mistress. The
old lord showed his resentment in his will (*), leaving
his library from hiv*son, and assigning, as his reason,
th##he could not make use of it.”

I mentioned the affectation of Orrery, in ending
all his letters on the Life of Swift in studied varie-
tics of phrase, and never in the common mode of
“ I am,” &c, — an observation which I remomber to
have been made several ycars ago by old Mr.
Shernidan. ‘This species of affcctation in writing, as
a foreign lady of distinguished talents once re-
marked to me, is almost peculiar to the English, I
took np a volume of Dryden, containing the Con-
quest of GGranada, and several other plays, of which
all the dedications had such studied conelusions.
Dr. Johnson said, such conclusions were more ele-
gant, and, in addressing persons of high rank (as
when Dryden dedicated to the Duke of York), they
were hkewise more respectful. I agreed that
there it was much better: it was making his cscape

T loi ed on the Atb of May, 1728, and
thsllzthg‘i’:»‘l'ln 5&.««:"&'&'& N‘::r. followmg. o Haw:gn,"
says the testator, *‘ never observed that my son hath <howed
much taste or inclination, either for the entertamment or know-
ledge which study and learning afiord, 1 glv! and bequeath all
my books and mathematical instruments (except my Journals of
the Housc of Lords, and cxcept those books and instrumnents
which, at the time of my death, shall be in and belonging to my
houses at Marston am{ Britwelt) to Chmstchurch Folﬁ-go, m
Oaford, &e. 1y saud son, within twa years next after my doc case,
talling thersout, and which I do hercby Ew hrem for his sole use

and bebefit, such books relating w the Enginh conststution and
amentary 4ffuirs, as he shall think ﬁr.gtio make choice of.”
quarecl, bowever, was probably made up, as John 18
;epmmeg as being excossively W“’d by the death of lus
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fiom the royal presenge with a genteel sudden timi-
dity, in place of baving the resglution to stand still,
and make a formal how.

Lord Orrery’s unkind treatmopt of his son in his
will led us to talk of the dispositions a man sheuld
2ave when dying. I said, I did not see why a man
should act differently with respect to those of whom
he thought ill when in health, merely because he was
dying. Jonwsox. # I should not scruple to speak
against a party, when dying; but should not do it
against an individual. * It is told of Sixtus Quintus,

that on his deathbed, in the intervals of lis last

pangs, he signed death-warrants.” Mr. M‘Queen
said, he should not do s0; he would have more ten-
derness of heart. Jomwsow. « I believe I should
not either; but Mr. MQueen and I'are cowards. It
would not be from tenderness of heart; for the heart
is a8 tender when & man is in health as when he is
sick, though ‘his resolution may be stronger. Sixtus
Quintus was a sovereign as well as a priest; and, i

 the criminals deserved death, he was doing his duty
to the last. You would not think & judge died ill,
who should beemedot’byuapqpieehcﬂtwhﬂc
pronouticing sentence ‘of death. Consider » ,
of men whose bisiness it is to distribute death 1 —
soldiers, who die scattering bullets. Nobody thinke‘
they die ill on that account.” -

Talhng of biography, he satd, he did not ‘think
that the life of any literary man in Englsnd kad béea
well written. Beside the common incitlents of Hﬁ,,
it should tell us his sfudies, his mode.of livmg, ‘the.
means by which hf.p.tfnind to exediﬂm' andﬂu‘

s 3
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opinion of his own works. He told us he had sent
Derrick to Drydens relations, to gather maternals
for his life ; and he believed Derrick had got all that
he himself should,bave got; but it was nothing.
He added, he a kindness for Derrick (), and
was 017y he wae dead.

His notion as to the poems published by Mr.
M‘Pherson, as the works of Ossian, was not shaken
here. Mr. M‘Queen always evaded the poiut of
autheaticity, ssying only that Mr. M‘Pherson’s pieces
fell far short of those he knew in Erse, which were
said to be Ossian’s. Jonnson. “I hope they do,
1 am not disputing that you may have poetry of
great merit; but that M'Pherson's is not a trans-
lation from ancient poetry. You do not believe it.
1 pay before you, you do unot believe it, though you
are very willing that the world should believe it.”
Mr. M‘Queen made no answer to this, Dr. John-
son proceeded: I look upon M‘Pherson’s Fingal
to be as gross an imposition as ever the world was
troubled with. Had it been really an ancient work,
a true specimen how men thought at that time, it
would have been a curiosity of the first rate. Asa
modem production, it is nothing.” He said he could
never get the meaning of an Erse song explained to
him. They told him the chorus was generally un-
meaning. “ I take it,” eaid he, ¢ Erse songs are
like a song which I temember : it was composed in
Queen Elizabeth's time on the Earl of Eesex; and
the burthen was —

(1) Soa onsd, Vol. I, p\'86.= C
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¢ Radaratoo, radarste, radara tadara tandore,’ "

« But surely,” said Mr. M‘Queen, ¢ there were
words to it which had meaning.” Jomysox. « Why,
yes, Sir; I recollect a stanza, an{ you shall have it :—
<O! then bespoke the prentices all,
Livirg 1n London, both proper and tall,
For Essex’s sake they would fight all
Radaratoo, radarate, radara, tadars, tandore.’” (1)

When Mr. M‘Queen began again to expatiate on
the beauty of Ossian’s puetry, Dr. Johnson entered
into no further controversy, but with a pleasant
smile, only cried, « Ay, ay; Radaratoo radarate.”

Thursday, Sept. 28.— I 1ook Fingal down to the
parlour in the morning, and tried a test proposed
by Mr. Roderick Macleod, son to Ulinish. Mr.
M«Queen bad said he had some of the poem in the
original. I desired him to mention any passage in
the printed book, of which he could repeat the
original. He pointed out one in page 50. of the
quarto cdition, and read the Erse, while Mr, Roderick
Macleod and I looked on the English; and Mr.
in oot of the Bart of et coled  Gaeen Eiabess hame
pion,” which immmwoﬂeeﬂonofom Ballads, 1n three

volumes, pub| in London in different years, between 1720
aod l730.pu'1‘bemuvunhnlfolhmx- years
“Oh{ then the tices
vkl D i
R S e e o
m,”ﬁ'huu. hnn:h re.”" =B,
The old ballad here mentioned also occurs in My, Evans's
?lleetiol!\‘:‘f historical bll.bl:da. ;mhhsbedlnb: w‘&! to
ercy’s ues, under inspecti lieve,
Julius Midz?e, who inserted many :’odam imitations of :g
heroic ballads of his oy'n composing, = Wazzxs Score,

* 854
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Macleod said that it was pretty like what Mr.
M<«Queen had recit'd. But when Mr. M‘Queen
read n description of Cuchullin’s sword in Erse, to-
gether with a tianskition of it in English verse, by
Sir James Foulis, Mr. M‘Leod said, that was much
more like than Mr. M<Phemon’s translation of the
former passage. Mr. M‘Queen then repeated in
Erse a deseription of one of the horses in Cuchullin’s
car. Mr. M'Leod said, Mr. MPherson's English
was nothing like it.

When Dr. Johnson came down, I told him that I
had now obtained some evidence concerning Fingal ;
for that Mr. M‘Qucen had repeated a passage in the
original Erse, which Mr. M-Pherson’s translation
was pretty like (!); and reminded him that he him-
self had once said, he did not require Mr, MPher-
son's Ossian to be more like the original than Pope's
Homer. Jonxsox. « Well, Sir, this is just what I
always maintained. e has found names, and stories,
and phreses, nay passages in old songs, and with
them lias blended his own compositions, and so made
what he gives to the world as the translation of an
ancient poem.” (¥} If this was the ease, I observed,
it was wrong to publish it as & poem in six books.
Jonxgox. “ Yes, Sir; and to aseribe it to a time

Mr. Boswell seatns to h r&portedm the evid

(l;.l:hnm Haulllhm":f mh:uw

m‘ l'hm:m butbemmappeuwban
the other, wumhng

w«w:rwmnu M‘le-
ﬁ}m . u-':ﬁ”:'» m.m
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too when the Highlanders knew nothing of Jooks,
and nothing of sir; or perhapy were got the length
of counting six. We have been told, by Condamine,
of a nation that could count yo more thdn four.
This should be told to Monboddo; it would help
him. There is as much charity in helping a man
down-hill, as in helping him up-hill.” Boswrrr. 1
dont think there is as much charity.” Joussox.
« Yes, Sir, if his tendenry be downwards, Till he
is at the boitom, he flounders; get him once there,
and he is quiet. Swift tells, that Stella had a trick,
which she learned from Addison, of encouraging a
man in absurdity, instead of endeavouring to extri-
cate him.” (1)

Mr. M'Queen’s answers to the inquiries concern-
ing Ossian were so unsatisfactory, that I could not
help observing, that, were he examined in a court of
justice, he would find himeelf under a necessity of
belug more explicit.  Jonwson. ¢ Sir, be has told
Blair a little too much, which is published ; and he
sticks to it. 1I¢ is s0 much at the head of things
here, that he has never been necugiomed to be clond{
examined ; and so he goes on quite smoothly.
BosweLL. “ He has never had any body to work
him.” Jomnnson. % No, Sir; and & man is seldom
disposed to work himself, though he ought to work

(1) {% When she saw any of the tampany very warm in a
vrong[optnm, she was mzn molmed to mﬂnnryn tbem. in
than opposa them. ‘The excuse she

none.umlnvtdﬁm’ Ynl‘luu mm::gnzzé

M muth estgem,
iﬂmﬂ» --Swm'scw-m smu.]
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himuelf, to be sure.” Mr.M‘Queen made no re-
ply. (V)

Having talked of the strictness with which wit-
nesses &re n courts of justice, Dr. Johnson
told us, that Garrick, though accustomed to face
multitudes, when produced as a witness in West-
minster Hall, was so disconcerted by & new modo of
public appearance, that he could not understand
what was asked. It was a cause wherc an actor
claimed a free benefit, that is to say, a benefit with-
out paying the expense of the house ; but the mean-
ing of the term was disputed. Garrick was asked,
« Sir, have you a free benefit?” «Yes” ¢ Upon
what terms have you it?” ¢ Upon—the terms —
of — & free benefit.” He waa dismissed as one from
whom no information could be obtained. Dy. John-
aon is often too hard on our friend Mr. Garrick.
When I asked him, why he did not mention kim in
the Preface to his Shakspeare, he said, “ Garrick has
been liberally paid for any thing he has done for
Shakspeare. If I should praise him, I should much
more praise the nation who paid him. He has not
made Shakspeare better known (?) ; be cannot illns-

1) I think it but justice to that I believe Dr, Johnson
n&&wmﬂ&.ﬂ‘%&'u&uwh&r{qm
and did not mean any severe smputation agamst

8) It hae beem trimmphantly ssked, # Had not the plays of

Isin doemant for before the appearance

%ﬂ? thmmmnmc of them
for render them
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trate Shakspeare : so I have reasons ¢nough against
mentioning him, were reasons ngcessary. Thereshould
be reasons for it.” I spoke ol Mrs. Montagu's very
high praises of Garrick. Jomwnsow. ¢ Sir, it is fit
ghe should say so much, and } shoutd say nothing.
Reynolds is fond of her book, and I wonder at it;
for neither I, nor Beauclerk, nor Mrs. Thrale, could
get through it. (!)

critic, make Shakspeare better known ; hedid not illustrate any
one pussage n any of his plays by acuteness of gisquisition, or
ugaau‘y of conjecture:” and what had been done with any de-
gree of excellence in that way, was the proper and mmediate
subjject of his preface. 1 may add in support of this uﬂ:‘mﬁan
the following anecdote, related 1o me by ene of the shlest come
meutators on Shakspeare, who knew much of Dr. Johnson:
s Now 1 have quitted the theatre,” cries Garrick, 1 will siz
down and read Shakspeare.” < 'Tis time you should,” exclaimed
Johnzon, * for I much doubt ﬂ'm ever exammed one of s
plays from the first scenc to the last.”

(1) No man has less inchmation to epntroversy than X bave,
parucularly with a lady. But as I have clmmed, and am con.
sctous of being ontitled to, credit, for the strictest fidelity, my
respect for the public obliges me to take notice of an Insinuation
which tends to ympeach it, Mrs. Piozzi (late Mrs. Thrale), to
lzi « Anecdotes of Dr. Johnson,” added the following post.

{
P * Naples, 10th Feb, 1788,

* Sinve want to bavipg seen from Mr.
Bovauiie * T ey eoriden, i ua'ff'- m,:“eﬁ%'mu ot qet

umw-mymw uy:m
g"tﬁ‘-"n. that, on the contrary, Ib:‘:::lwn m.n:a’t‘led uyﬂ—‘d
umo::;mthm“u ww&ndumuuwmb
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may not have smd to Dr. Johnson concermng Mre. Montagu's
book, 1t 18 not necessary for me to mnquire. 1t s only mcum-
bent on me to ascertain wiat Dr. Johuson smd to me. 1
therefore confine myself to a short state of the fact.

The untavourable opinion Mrs, Montagu’s book, which
Dr. Johnson 1s bere re) to have gnven, is known to have
been that which he un ex as many of s frienils
well remember.  So much for the authenticity of the paragr
as far as 1t relates to his own sentimuents. The words containing
the assertion, to which Mrs. Piozes objects, are printed from my
manuscript Jouinal, and were takhcn down at the time. The
Journal was 1cad by Dr. Johuson, whio puintcd out some 1nsc-
curactes, which 1 corrected, but did nnt mention any maccur:

Aerself, had st for some time in her possesiion, and
returned it to me, wathout numating that Dr., Jehnson had
nmustaken her sentiments.

When the first edition of my Journal was passinjy through the
it occurred to me, that 8 pecubsr dél was

observed in reporting the nmnufan:ﬁuryhd)wn-
cerupg the performance of another; and 1 bad such scruples
that b that, 1n the proof sheet, 1 struck out the name of

Sgé

mmgm&eabove mnall'.:i’ two ordthre‘e‘ hun-
copies of my book were nted au lished
without 1t ; ﬁuZe 8ir Joshua chs’s P“edtobe
one. But the shéet mg off, a for whose

3
:
i

mr?m that 1 had no night to
the honour which Dy, Johowi
fating her opinion along with that of Mt
ciding with, and, as 1t were, sunctipnung his
mﬂmzmwnamwmqmdmlz
mve, hastenad ting-housc, [
testored Mre. Fhrals to tht place from which 8 100
scru) delicacy bad extluded her.  On this mmple state of
facts 1 shall make np phsorvation whatevei.— B,

?louh having rcad hus Journal, as we kisow
ehe dud, and made op objection, completely jusuBes Mr. Bos.
well, and throws some doubt over her own veracity. Yet it 1s

that this lady may not have read ¢very dine of the
¥ 3 mere private

hikely to mayenot ha Lt worth l:l:':
ve W,
mmﬂum&u anﬂﬁm’._c.
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i

i
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CHAPTER X.

Utinish, — Ihnnm.-——Butchen.—.-Lminy of the Seots,
—Life of a Sailvr.— Peter the Great. — Talisker.—
Scottish Clergy. — French Hunting. — Cuchilliv's
Weil. — Young Col. — Birch. — Percy.— ** Every
Jslund is a Prison)” — Corrichatechin, — Good
Followehip—~and Heqd-ache —Kingsburgh's Song——
Lady Margaret M donald—ThPoshing and thatch-
ing. — Price rf Labour — Ostig. — Shenstone, ~
Hammonde — Nir C. H. Williams. — Burke. ==
Young.—— Deddridge’s Family Motio.— Adventures
of @ Guinea.” — Armidale. — Germon Courts, —
Goldsmith’s Love of Talk, — St. Kilda.

LasT night Dr. Johnson gave us an account of the
whole process of tanning, and of the nature of milk,
aud the various operations upon it, as making whey,
&c. His variety of information is surprising (1) ; and
it gives one much satisfaction to find such a man
bestowing his attention on the useful arts of life.
Ulinish was much struck with his kmowledge ; and
said, *“ He is a great orator, 8ir; it is music to hear
this mnn speak.” A strange thought strack me, to
try if he knew any thing of an art, or whatever it
should be called, which is no doubt very uwseful in
life, but which lies far out of the way of a philo-
sopher and poet; I mean the trade of & butcher. I
enticed him into the subject, by connecting it with
the various researches into the manners and customs
pyornony of tearaip soe detais o i o of anonng e €.
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of uncivilised nations, that have been made by our
late navigators into tke South Seas. I began with
observing, that Mr. (now Sir Joseph) Banks tells us,
that the art o slaugptering animals was not known
in Otaheite, for, instcad of bleeding to death their
dogs (a common food with them), they strangle
them. This he told me himself ; and I supposcd that
their hogs were killed in the same way. Dr. John-
son said, “ This must be owing to their not having
knives, though they have sharp stones with which
they can cut a carcass in pieces tolerably.” By de-
grees, he showed that he knew something even of
butchery. “Different animals,” said he, ¢ are killed
differently. An ox is knocked down, and a calf
stunned ; but a sheep has its throat cut, without any
thing being done to stupify it. The butchers have
no view to the case of the animals, but only to make
them quiet, for their own safety and convenience. (1)
A sheep can give them little trouble, Hales is of
opinion that every animal should be blooded, with~
out baving any blow given to it, because it bleeds
better.” BosweLi. ¢ That would be cruel.” Jons-
sox. * No, Sir; there is not much pain, if the
jugular vein be properly cut.” Pursuing the subjeet,
he said, the kenncls of Southwark ran with blood
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two or three days in the week; that he was afrad
there were slaughter-houses jn more streets in
London than one supposes (speaking with a kind of
horror of butchering) ; “and yet,” he added, * any of
us would kill a cow, rather than Yot have beef.” I
said we cowld not. “ Yes,” said he, ¢ any one may.
The business of a butcher is a trade indeed, that is
to say, there is an apprenticeship served to it ; but
it may be learnt in a month.”

1 mentioned a club in London, at the Boar’s Head
in Eastcheap, the very tavern where Falstaff and his
joyous companions met ; the members of which all
assume Shakspeare’s characters. One is Falstaff,
another Prince Henry, another Bardolpl, and so on.
Jounsow. “ Don'tbe of it, Sir. Now that you have
a name, you must be careful to avoid many things,
not bad in themselves, but which will lesscn your
character. (') This every man who has a name
must observe. A man who is not publicly known
may live in London as he pleases, without any
notice being taken of him ; but it is wonderful how
a persen of any consequence is watched. There was
a member of parliament (2), who wanted to prepare
himself to speak on a question that was to come on

(3) T do not see why 1 might not have been of this club withe
out Jessening my character. But Dr. Johason's caution against
supposing one’s self concesled in London may be very useful
to prevent some poople from doing masty things, not only foolish,
but criminal,

(2) Iw?ectth‘t Johuson’s friend, Mr. William
(xee anté, Vol. L. p. !skVol. 11, p. 150, and post, 15th
1777) was here meant. N speech of his iy preperved — 5
anqmifhmmudmwmwd
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in the house; and he and I were to talk it over to-
gether. He did nqt wish it should be known that
he talked with me ; so he would not let me come to
his house, brit came to mine. Some time after he
bad made his spdoch in the house, Mrs. Chol-
mondeley ('), a very airy lady, told me, ¢ Well, you
could make nothing of him!’ naming the gentle-
man; which was a proof that he was watched. 1
bad once some business (2) to do for government,
and I went to Lord North's. Precaution was taken
that it should not be known. It was dark before 1
went; yet a few days after 1 was told, ¢« Well, jou
bave been with Lord North,’ That the door of
the prime minister should be watched is not strange ;
but that a member of parliament should be watched,
is wonderful.”

We set out this morning on our way to Talisker,
in LZinisk’s boat, having taken leave of him and his
family. Mr. Donald M‘Queen still favoured us with
his company, for which we were much obliged
to him. A% we sailcd along, Dr. Johnson got into
one of his fits of raxlmg at the Scots. He owned
that they had been o very learned nation for a hun-
dred years, from about 1550 to about 1650; but
that they gfforded the only instance of a people
among whom the aris of civil life did not advance in
proportion with lenming; that they had hardly any

i fm"”‘“‘“a. e o e g
'm ey.-—-
(2) Md:x‘be‘::mtmofmpolmuclmhlm; probably
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trade, any money, or any elegance, before the Unions
that it was strange that, with all the advantages pos-
sessed by other nations, they had not any of those
conveniencics and embx Uishmmf‘s wbiplf are the fruit
of industry, till they came in contact with a civilivd
pesple. “ We have taught you,” sdid he, ¢ and
we 'll do the same in time to all barbarous nations,
to the Cherokecs, and at last to the Quran-Outangs,”
laughing with as much glee as if Monboddo had
been present, Roswini. « We hud wine before
the Union” Jonxsav. “ Nn, Sir; you had some
weak stuff, the refuse of Franee, which would not
make you drunk.” Boswris, ¢ I assyre you, Sir,
there was a great deal of diunkenness”  Jounsox,
“ No, Sir; there wire people who died of dropsies,
which they contracted 1n trying to get drunk.”

I must here glean some of hus converation at
Ulinish, which 1 have owfittcd. Hc repeated his
remark, that & man in a slup was worse than a man
in a jail. “ The man in a jail,” saxd he, “has more
room, better food, and commonly better company,
aud is in eafety.” * Ay: but.’ gaid Mr. M‘Queen,
< the man in the ship bas the plcasing hope of get-
ting to shore.” Jouwnsow. * Sir, I am not talking
of a man's getting to shore, but of 2 man while he is
in a ship; and then, I say. hic is worse thon 2 man
while he is in a jail. A man m a jail may have the
« pleasing hope’ of getting vut.” A mun confined for
only a limited time actually &as it.” (/) Macleod
mentioned his lehemu' for carrying on fisherics with

(1) See more on thus subjeot, post, 18th March, 1776, = C,
s VOL. 1V s . T
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spirit, and that he would wish to understand the
construction of boain. I suggested that he might
go to a dock-yard and wark, as Peter the Great did.
Jounson. #Nay 3'r, he neednot work. Peter the
Great had not the sense to see that the mere me-
chenical work may be done by any body, and that
there is the same art in constructing a vessel, whether
the boards are well or ill wrought. Sir Christopher
Wren might as well have served his time to a brick-
layer, and first, indeed, to a brickmaker.”

There 15 a beautiful little island in the Loch of
Dunvegan, called Isa, Macleod said, he would give
it to Dr. Johpion, on condition of his 1esiding ou 1
three months in the year; may ene month. Dr.
Johnson was highly anwsed with the faney, I have
scen him please himeelf with little things, even with
mere 1dcas like the present. He talked a great deal
of this island ; how he would build a house there —
how he would fortify it — how he would have can-
non — how he would plant — how he would sally out,
and take the Isle of Muck; and then he laughed
with uncommon glee, and could hardly leave off. 1
have secn him .do so at a small matter that struck
him, and was a sport to no one else.(!) Mr. Lang-
ton told me, that one night he did so while the
company were all grave about him ; — only Garrick,
in fiis significant smart manner, darting his eyes
aronnd, exclaimed, ‘“ Very jocose, to be sare!”
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Macleod encouraged the fancy of Dr. Johnson's
becoming owne: of an island ;etold him, that it was
the pmaetice in this country to name every man by
his lands; and begged leave to drink 3 him in that
mode: « Island Isa, your RHealthl”  Ulinish,
Talisker, Mr. M‘Queen, and I, all joined in our
different manners, while Dr. Johnson bowed to each,
with much goed hymour. !

We had good weather, and a fmc sail this day.
The shore was varied with hills, and rocks, and corn
fields, and bushes, which are here dignified with the
name of natural wood. We landed ncar the houee
of Ferncley, a farm possessed by another gentleman
of the name of Maeleod, who, expecting our arrival,
was waiting on the shore, with a horse for Br. John-
son. The rest of us walked. At dinner, I expressed
to Macleod the joy which I had in seeing him on
such cordial terms with his clan. ¢ Government,”
sgid he, * has deprived us of our ancient power; but
it cannot deprive us of our domestic satisfactions.

I would rather drink. punch in one of their houses
(mesaning, the bouses of kis people,), than be enabled,
by their hardships, to have claret in my owns” This.
should be the sentiment of every chieftain. All that
hemngﬁfbymnglusmn&sumereluxurymhw
own house. Is it not better to share the profits of
his estate, to a eertain degree, with his kinsmen, and
thus have both sacial intercobirse and pmimﬂnl
influence?

WQN & very good mie, for abmttbree mola-.
to T;Iidﬁer whaveCdanelMM introdused
to his tady. We und bere ‘Mr. Dossald. M‘Lem‘
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the young Laird of Col (nopbew to Tulisker), to
#hom 1 delivered the letter with which I bad been
favoured by his uncle, Professor Macleod, at Aber-
decn. He wh a httle lively young man. We found
he had been a good deal in England, studying farm-
ing, aud was rceolved to improve the value of his
father's lands, without oppressing his tenants, or
losing the ancient IHighland fashions.

/Talisker is a better place than one commonly finds
In Sky. It is situated in a rich bottom. Before 1t is
a wide expanse of sea, on each hand of which are im-
mense rocks; and, at some distance in the sea, there
are three columnal rocks rising to sharp points. The
billows break with prodigious force and unoise on the
coust of Walisker. There are here a good many
well-grown trees.  Talisker is an extensive farm.
The possessor of it has, for several generations, been
the next heir to Macleod, as there has been but onc
son always in that family. The court before the
bousc is most injudiciously paved with the round
bluisb-grey pchbles which are found upon the sea-
shore; so that yoy walk as if upon cannon balls
driven into the ground.

After supper, I talked of the assiduity of the
Scottish elergy, in visiting and privately imtmcting
thein parishioners, and observed how much in this
they excelled the English cleygy. Dr. Johnson
would not let this pass. He tried to turn it off, by
saying, « There wve different ways of iustructing.
Our clergy pray and preach.” Macleod and I
preaved the sohjeet, upon which he grew warm, and
broke forth: % X do mt.believ; your people aze bet-
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ter instructed. If they are, it is the 'blind leading
the blind ; for your clergy aré not instructed them-
selves.” Thmkmg he had gone 'a litt}e too far, he
checked himself, and added, “Whef1 talk of the
ignorance of your clergy, I talk of them as a body:
I do not mean that there arc not individuals who are
learned (looking at Mr. M‘Queen). I suppose there
arc such among the clergy in Muscovy. The clergy
of England have produced the most valuable bodks
in support of religion, both in theory and, practice.
Wha.t have your clergy done, since you sunk into
‘présbyterianism?  Can you name one buok of any
value, on a religious subject, written by them ?” We

were silent. “ I’Il help you. -Forbes wrote very
well; but I believe he wrote before episcopacy was
quite extiguished.” And then pausing a little, be
said, * Yes, you have Wishart acAixst Repent-
anee.” () Bosweirr.  But, Sir, we are not con-
tending for the superior learmng of our clergy, but.
for then‘ superior assnduity He bore us dows

(m- ) This wes a desterous mode ofdeacnpnon, for the purpose

of his argument ; for what he alluded to was, a sermon published

by the learned Dr. William Wishart, formerly priy &.\l of thb
'vollege at Edinburgh, 1o ware men aguinsg con

repentance; of the meﬁcacy of which he entemmed

ons very différent from those qfl)r Jolinson—B.—Mr, Bos-

weu seemns here, tyrhave been betrayed by the or national

wmlrlm wgk at Dr olmsoxu epreciation of the

Scottish c ungharitable and, as it would
soemy w on his friend’s rel tenets,
lz dogs % wm that o::m cvek‘
&
""‘:%‘*““ e W‘Z"‘wﬁ“‘"ﬁm‘w
.,..::"s;.x

mmmmw
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again, with thundering against their ignorance, and .
said to me, « I see you have not been well tanght ;
for you havg not charity.” He had been in some
measure forcek! intoethis warmth, by the exulting air
which I assumed; for, when he began, he said,
« Since you will drive the nail 1 He again thought
‘of good Mr. M‘Queen, and, taking him by the hand,
said, ¢ Sir, I did not mean any disrespeet to you.”

*Here I must observe; that he conquered by de-
serting his ground; and not*meeting the argument
as I haltgat it The assiduity of the Scottish
clergy is eertainly greater than that of the English.
His taking up the topic of their not baving so much
learning, was, though ingenious, yet a fallacy in
logic. It wes as if there should be a dispute whe-
ther a man's hair is well dressed, and Dr. Johnson
should say, «Sir, his hair cannot be well ‘dressed :
for he has a dirty shirt. No man who has not clean
linen has his hair well dressed.”. When some days
afterwards he read this passage, he said, *No, Sir; I
did not say that a man's hdir could not be well
drdssed-bécanse heshas not clean linen, but becaus&‘
hie s bald” .

He used one argimeut ngainst, the Scottish
clergy being Jearned, which I doubt was. ‘not good,
"Asweheﬁmamdﬂdﬁﬂnhow&u he is
alives »‘nbalimmhignonnthn whmum
they ate learned”. Now our maxim mhvk,io
'mamm .we know be is. deed. "
mm&mummmmm1
‘Qrst knbw tie Las dived ;. and thtwemw

'mmmwws%shm Mr
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M‘Queen, though he was of opinion that Dr. Johnsou
had deserted the point really I dispute, was much
pleased with what he said, and owned to me, he
thought it very just; and Mps. Mafleod was so
much captivated by his eloquence, that she told me,
“1 was a good advocate for a bad eause.”

Friday, Sept. 24. — This was a good day. Dr
Johnson told us, at breakfast, that he rode harder
at a fox chase thun any body. (') “ The English,”
said he, “arc the only nation who ride hard a-hunt-
iug. A Frenchman goes out upon a managed horre.
and capers in the ficld, and no more thinks of leap-
ing a hedge (%) than of mounting a breach. Lerd
Powerscourt(*) laid a wager, in France, that he would
ride a great many miles in a eertain short time.
The French aeademicians set to work, and caleu-
lated that, from the resistance of the air, it was im-
possible. His lordship, however, performed it.”

Qur money being nearly exhausted, we seut a hill
for thirty pounds, drawn on Sir Willian Forhes and

‘Co., to Lochbraccadale, but our messenger found it
very difficult to procure cash fo it; at length, how-
ever, he got us value from the master of a vessel
which was to carry away some cmigrants. There is

(1) [He eestainly rode on Mr. Thrale’s old hunter with o
good and be would fullow the bounds fifty
miles an end sometimes, would never own himself either tirell
or amused. «~ Prozzt.} .
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a gréat seardity of specie in Sky.(') Mr, M‘Queen
-88id he had-the utmost difficulty to. pay hisseivants’
mrages; or to pay for any little thing which ke hiasto
buy. The Mfs arppaid in bills, which the drovers
give, The people consume a vast deal of snuff and
tobacco, for which they miust pay ready mouney; and
pedlars, who. come about selling goods, as there is
ot . shop in the island, arry away the cash.  If
ihere were . encouragement given to fisheries and
manufactories, there might be a circulation of money
introduced. ' I got one -and twenty shillings in silver
at Portree, whichi was thought a wonderful store. (¥)
~ Talisker, Mr. M*Queen, and I, walked out, and
fooked at o Jess than fifteen different waterfalls, near
the house, in the space of about & quarter of a mile.
We also saw Cochillin’s well, said tévhave been the
favenrite spring of that ancient hero, - I drank of
it. .. The water is admirable. On the shore are
nwymm fall ofcrystaﬂiamom in the heart. -
~Though our -obliging - friend, Mr. ‘M<Lean, was
but: the young laird, he hadi- the titlé of Col con-
stantly giveti bim.: ¢After dinner he and T walked
to- the top of Prieshwell, 4 very high. rocky hill, from
whence there: u ® fhew of Bam—-th& Long

’,

(1) Thix yeatci wmmm Mtﬁ
ﬂlﬁ?@ M
eimhhng ‘“ ‘m‘m on gw&w m .
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Taland (1) — Bernera — the Loeh of -Dunvegan —

part of Rum — part of Rasays— and a vast deal of
the Isle of Sky. Cél, though he bad come into Sky

with an intention to be at Dunvegfl, and pass a
considerable time in the ish.na, most politely re-
solved first to conduct us to Mull, and then to return
to Sky. This was a very fortunate circumstance;
‘or he planned an expedition for us of more variety
vhan merely going to Mull. He proposed we
should see the islands of Egg, Muck, Col, and Ty’
yi. In all these islands he coulds show us every

thing worth sceing; and in Mull he said he shonld

be as if at home, hLis fd.ther having lands there, -and

he at a farm.

Dr. Johnson did not t.a.lk much to-day, but
seemed intent in listening to the schemes of future
wxoursion, planned by Col. Dr. Birch, however,
being .mentioned, he -said, he had more: anecdotes’
than' any man. [said. Percy had a great many;.
that he flowed with them like one of the brooks
herc. Jouwson. “If Percy is like one of.the
brooks here, Birch was like othe river Thames.
Birch.excelled Percy in that, as much as Percy. ex:
cela, Goldsmith,” 1 .mentioned Lord Hales ae &’
smah of anecdote. He was not pleased with him, for
publishing only such memorials and letters as were
unfavourgble. for the Stuart faumy «If,” said he,
« a man fairly warns you, < I3m to give all the ill —
do -you find the good,’. he may. but’ 1f the alﬁqgt"

: series of islandd; the two Uidts, Ben
&'&wmﬂeﬂ by thoqaueral fame of Long s
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which be professes be to give a view of a re.gn, let
him tell all the truth¢ I would tell truth of the two
Georges, or of that scoundrel, King William.
Granger's ‘ﬂngmghied History’ is full of curious
anecdote (1), but might have heen better done.
The dog is & Whig. Iedo not like much to see a
Whig in any dress; but 1 hate to see a Whig in a
parson’s gown.”

Saturday, Sept. 25.— It was resolved that we
should set ont, in order to return to Slate, to be in
readineqs to take a boat whenever there should be a
fair wind. Dr. Johnson remained in his chamber
writing a letter, and it was long before we could got
hint into motion. He did not come to breakfust,
but had it sent to him. When he had finished his
letter, it was twelve o'clock, and we should have
set out at ten. 'When I went up to him, he said to
me, *“ Do you remember a song which begins (*),

¢ Every island 15 a prison
Strongly guarded by the see; '

Kings and princes, for that renson,
Pmonu:muwdluwe?‘”

I suppose he had been thinking of our confived situ-

Dr, Jumes died 1 1776, Hia
5..01”‘ England, o Homes Walpaler St pibe
Mshed {n 1769. A comtinmation, by the Rev. Hou-.g:
guldmnoglla»lemrw Au&a&h‘f&
mm’ excendingly.”}
(’)'howlm
“‘WWW .

lﬂpqw«&hhhqnhtum Soe Bltson's Bongn
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ation: (1) "He would fain have got'it a boat from
henoce, instead of riding back®to Slate. A scheme
for it was proposed. He said, :“ We'll not be
driven tamely from it :” but it praeticable.

- We took leave of Macleod and Fakisher, from
whom we parted with regret. Talisker, having been
bred to physie, bad & tincture of scholarship in his
conversation, which pleased Dr. Johunson, and he had
some very good books; and being a colonel in the
Dutch service, he and his lady, in condequence -of
baving lived abroad, had introduced the ease and
politeness of the continent into this rude region.

" Young Col was now our leader. Mr. M‘Queen
was to accompany us half a day more. We stopped

A2 little hut, where we saw an old woman grinding
with the quern, the sucient Highland instrument,
which it is said was used by the Romsns; but
which, being very slow in its operation, is almost
entirely gone into disuse.

The walls of the cottages in Sky, instead of being
one compacted mass of stones, are oftext formed by
two exterior surfaces of stone, $lled up with earth i
the middle, which makes them very warm: The
roof is generally bad. They are thitched, some-

“tinses; With straw, sometimes with heuth, sometimeés-
with forn. - The thatch is secured by ropes of
strew; or of heuth ; ind, to fix the ropes, there is &
stomé tied to the end of each. These stones hang
immd the”b(mom of the roof, and make it look Tiké

- mmm&mm& m«"

song, * Every island.’ 8.
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& lady’s hair in papers; but I should think that,
when there is wind,$ they would come down, and
knock peoplp on the head.

‘We dined™¢ the jnn at Sconser, where T had the
pleasure to find a {tter from my wife. Here we
parted from our learned companion, Mr. Donald
M<Queen. Dr. Johnson took leave of him very
affectionately, saying < Dear Sir, do not forget me 1"
We settled, that he should write an account of the
Isle of Sky, which Dr. Johnson promised to revise.
He said, Mr. M“Queen should tell all that he could ;
distinguishing what he himself hucw, what was tra-
ditional, and what conjectural. ()

We sent our horses round a point of land, that we
might shun some very bad road ; und resolved to go
forward by sea. It was seven o'clock when we got
into our hboat. We had many showers, and it soon
grew pretty dark. Dr. Johnson sat silent and pa-
tient. Once he said, as he looked on the black const
of Sky, — black, as being composed of rocks seen in
the dusk, — « This is very solemn.” Our boatmen
were rude singers, gnd seemed 0 like wild Indians;
that a very little imagination was necessary to give
one an impression of being upon an American river,
We landed at Strolimus, from whenee we got a guide
to walk before us, for two miles, to Corrichatachin.
Not being able to progure a horse fur our bagguge,
1 took ome porimanteau before me and Josegh

(l) Rev. Dmld M"Q\leen dgd dmurgb. Oct, 94,
nl. v. %.nm., and Gm."ﬁlg. vol lav. p 081 ]
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another. We had but a single star to light us on our
way. It was about eleven when we arrived. We
were most hospitably received by the master and
mistress, who were just going to beddut, with un-
_affected ready kinduess, made®a good fire, and at
twelve o’clock at night had supper on the table.
Jumnes Macdonald, of Knockow,. Kingsburgh's

brother, whom we had seen at Kingsburgh, was
there. He showed me o bond granted by the late
Sir James Macdonald, to old Kingsburgh, the *pre-
ambie of which does so much honour to the feelings
of that much-lamented gentleman, that I thougbt
it worth transeribing. It was as follows :—

I, Sir James Macdonald, of Macdonald, anet
now, after arriving at my perfect age, from the friend-
ship I bear to Alexander Macdonald, of Kingsburgh,
and in return for the long and faithful services done
and performed by him to my deceased father, and to
myself during'my minerity, when he was one of my
tutors and curators ; being resolved, now that the said
Alexsnder Macilooald is advanced in years, to con-
tribute oy endeavours for making his old age placid-
and comfortable,” — therefore he grants him.an mnuity
of fifty pounds sterling.

Dr. Johnson went to bed soon. Wnen one bowl
tf, puncb was finished, I rose, and was mear the
door, in, my . way up stairs to bed; byt Corricha.

. tackin_swid it was the first time Col had been
in. ,lm houae, and  he should have his bowl; -—and~
-would'not I.join in drinking it? The heartiness of
-;myhoaw hndlord‘ and the desire of doing social
~honour to our very obliging conductor, induced me
to sit down agsin.. Col's bowl was finished; and by
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that time we were well warmed. A $hird bowl was
soon made, and that, toe was finished. We were
cordial, and merry to a high degree; but of what
passed ] havg no recollection, with any accuracy.
I remember calling? Corrichatackin by the familiar
appellation of Corvi, which, his friends do. A fourth
bowl was made, by which time Col, and young
MKinnon, Corrichatachin’s son, slipped away to bed.
I continued a little with Corri and Krockow ; but
at last I left theis. It was near five in the morning
when I got to bed.

Sunday, Sspt. 26.—1 awalked at noon, with a
severe headache, I was much vexed, that 1 should
have been guilty of such a riot, and afraid of a re-
proof from Dr. Johnson, I thought it very incon-
sistent with that conduet which I ought to maintain,
while the companion of the Kambler. About one
he came into my room, and accosted me, « What.
drunk yet?” Ilis tone of voice was not that of
severe upbraiding ; so I was rclieved a little,  Nir,*
said I, «they kept me up.” He answered, « No,
yon kept them up, you drunken dog.” This he said
with good-humoured English pleasantry. Soon af-
crwards, Corrickatachin, Col, and other friends,
wsembled round my bed. Corri had a brapdy-
sottle and glass with him, and ingisted I should take
s dram.  “ Ay,” said Dr. Johnson, “fill him drunk
again. Do it in the mérning, that we may laogh at
him all day. It is 2 poor thing for a fellow to get
drunk at night, and seulk to bed, and let his friends
have no sport.” Findbeg him this joculas, I hecame
quite easy ; and when ] oﬁ‘aed.mget up; he very
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good-naturedly said, “You need be m no such
hurry now.” (!) I took my hoat’s advice, and*drank
some brandy, which I found an effectual cure for my
headache.(*) When I rose, I went pmo Dr. John-
son's room, and taking up Mrs. M‘Kinnon's Prayer-
book, I opencd it at the twentieth Sunday after
Trinity, in the epistle for which I read, * And be

(1) My uously relating this occayional 1nstance of in-
temperance has, I find, heen made the mbject both of serous
cnticism and ludicrous banter,  'With the banterers 1 shall not
trouble myself, but 1 wunder that those nho protend to the ap-
pellation of serious Lritics should not have had sagacity euouih
tis perceive that here, as 1n every other part of the present work,
my prineipal obgect was to delmeate Di. Johnson's manners and
churacter,  In justice to lum I would not omit an aneudote,
which, though mm some degrec to my own aisadvantage, ealubits
0 0 strong a light the mdulgence and good humour with which
he could treat thuse evcesses 1n hus friends of which he
dlup]lrrowed In somc other mnstances, the cntics have been
equally wiong as to the true motive of my recording particular,
the objectiona to which I saw us clearly a they, But it would
be an endiess task for an auther to point out upun every occa-
sion the precine obgect he has 1n view. Contenting humsclf with
the appiobation of rcadars of discernment and taste, he ought
not to c:lln lasu that sowe are found who cannot or will not un.
derstan

@ [** At Corrichatachin, i hogglem sunk,
@r 1 got with punch, olas ! contounded drunk R
uch was 1 vex‘d that 1 could nnt
But hke a stupid blackhead breed 4
1 acarcely knew how ™t wan 1 10¢1ed to bed —
Next morn I waked with dresdiut pains of head ;
And tervors ta, that of my perce did rob me =
Eec much 1 fear d the Morsiust would mob me
Bui as 1 lay slong, & heary log,
y mwﬂug. ¢ailed me *drunken dog *
Then up rose 1, wit! olic wir,
And read m Dame M*Kinnon'd bonb. of prayer ,
T h for such & s, to be forgiven
nd , \f poastble, my ¢ hith liuwu
was strange, that in that vélume ot dininity,
w‘aathqe ords, -t '"'Ec"&”ﬁhu with w ne
w e Pra Y .
by d‘m?n‘a:;‘d&h m::'nlmn n;_cm'
[ o gnher am
Apd, the ﬁmm','m.l took a dram '*—Bosxy and Piamti 3
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not drunk with wine, wherein there is excess.”
Some would have tak-n this as divine interposition.
Mrs, M‘Kinnon told us at dinner, that old Kings-
burgh, her f\er, was examincd at Mugstot, by
General Campoell$1), as to the particulars of the
dress of the person who had come to his house in
woman's clothes, along with Miss Flora Macdonald ;
as the goneral had received intelligence of that dis-
gwise. The particulars were taken down in wnting,
that it might be seen how far they agreed with the
dress of the Irisk gl who went with Miss Flora
from the Long Island. Ruwgsburgh, she eaid, had
but one song, which he always sung when he wuas
merry over a glass. She dictated the words to me,
whioh are foolish ¢nongh ; —
# Green deeves and pudding pies,
Tl me where my mistrcss hes,
And I'll be with her before she 115¢,
Fiddle and aw’ together.
¢ May our affturs abioad succeed,
And may owr king come home with speed,
And all pretenders shake for dread,
And let iz health go round
“ To all our fjured friends m noed,
This side and beyond the Tweed 1w
Let all pretenders shake for dread,
And let ke health go rotind,
Green sleeves, &¢."(3)

Q Gmeralcmgp:dl. seems, was accompanied by Cap-
tain Pergussone, of lh:-"iw,pcnof who-e-lmemﬂnwx-
amnghon we have already seen, autd, p. 205.~C.

() © Green_sleeves,” Jowever, is a song, # greut deal older
than the Revoluton. # Flis dispostion words no mer: ad-
bere and keep pace together, than the bundredth and the
tune of Green slocws,” says Mrs. Ford, inthe Pives of
Windsur,«=C.
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While the examination was going ou, the prescpi
Tahsker, who was there as qne of Mwlaoda mi-
litia (1) could mot resist the of asking
Kungsburgh, jn allusion to his only ¢ Had she
green decves?” Kingsburgh gave l:?no answer.
Lady Margaret Macdonald (%) was very angry at
Talisker for joking on such a serious eccasion, as
Rangsburgh was ronlly in danger of his life. Mrs.
M‘Kinnon added, that Lady Margaret was quite
adored in Sky. That when she travelled through
the island, the people ran in crowds before her, and
took the stones off the rosd, lest her horee should
stamble and she be hurt.(?) Her husband, Sir Alex-
sader, is also remembered with great regard. We
were told that every week a hogshead of clavet was
drunk at his table,

This was another day of wind and rain; but good
cheer and good society helped to beguile the time.
I felt myself comfortable enough in the afternoon.
T then thought that my last night's riot was no more
than such & social excess ws may happen without
much moral blame ; and recollected that ¢ome phy-
sicians maintained, that a fever froduced by it was,

1) Macleod Macdbuald, after some hesitat hich
(3 nﬁmmmy Mpnmmﬁ‘nox-r::.n

m on that mde. T alwber, who

mbly muwmﬁlﬂb‘mwnmwmm
ﬁn)wumg% Wd‘matnﬂ:nuld‘
Jobnson thi oot
PP feac g umm" ,:‘E:‘m.'&m
Sup &th Apﬁl,
VOL. 1V, 14
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upon the whole, good for health : ap diffevent ape our
reflections en the same subjoct, at difforont periods ;
sad smch the exenses with which we palliate what

wekmvtom. .
Mﬁ W.—MS-MMMN
eriginal guide, who had pexted from we at Dunvegan,
joined us sgain to-dey. The wenther was 80
bad that we could not travel. I found = closet bepe,
with 2 good many books, beaides those ibat were
g about. Dr. Johnson tald me, he found s
bibrary $n his roam at Talisker; angd ohserved, thas
1t was one of the remnrkable things of Sky, that
there were po many books in it.

Though we bad bere great abumdasbcs of pro-
vivions, it i remarkable that Corviekabachin hse
litorally no garden : not even a tumip, & carrgt, ora
rabbage. After dinner, we talked of the aracked ,
spade used in Sy, alrendy deseribed, and theyy
maintained that it was better than the usual gardeps,
spide, and that theve was an nrt in toasing ity by
wiich those who weére secustomed to it could work
very casily with #. “ Nay,” said Dr. Jobnson, * it
may be useful in lfiid wivre there are many stanes
10 raive ; hnt it certainly is mvtngoodllmm::
for digging good land. A mit gy toss i to
sure; but hewill tonss & light spashe saueh better : ita
weight wakes i an incumbrance. ;A men ey, dig
iy land with i; bub he has no gioasion for-rudh &
weight in digging geof hpd,  Yousmay oo mdstd-
Jibeet 1o shoot wpmrwowss buk ofl Al you
oo, Lring Boma will ot be warth fe ~ He
wia gaite soaiel snd-aeey dmanget thews thoygh



Arar 64 CORRICHATACRIN,. 991

he drank no fermented lquor, toested Highland
beanties with grest remdimess. #is conviviality en-
goged them so mruch, that they seemed sager to show
their attention to him, and vied with pach other in
crying sut, with a strong Celfic pronunciation,
“ Tootor Skonson, Toctor Shonson, your health 1"
This evening one of our married ladies, u lively
pretty little woman, good-humouredly sat down upon
Dr. Johtison's knee, and, being encouraged by some
of the company, put her hands round his neck, and
kissed him. « Do it again,” ssid be, « and let us
se¢ who will tire fist.” Ha kept her on his knee
some time, while he and she drank ten. He was
wow like a buck indéed. All the company were
“muth entertained to find him so casy and plessant.
To me it was highly comic, to see the grave philoso-
pher -~ the Ramblér — toying with & Highland
besnty! But what could he do? He mmst have
been surly, and weak too, bad he not bebaved as he
did. He would bave been lsughed at, and not more
respented, though less loved,
ﬁemdhvnighuohimdf,ul.:emlnmpmy,
a preat deal of my Journal, and said to me, * The
more I vead of tiris, I think the more highly of you.”
The gentlemen st & long time at their punch, after
he and ¥ had setived to our chambers. The manner
in which they were attended struck me as singular.
The bell being broken, & sinart4ad lay oo a table in
the cotwet 6f the vdom, rewdy to spting up sod biing
the kotfhe, whembver it wis wanted. They continued
drigking, s singing Erse songs, till near five in
the madming, wheh they all oame into wy revmy
v 2
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wiiwe 'sorse of them bad beds,  Enluekily for me,
they found a bottlewf punchix « oorvien, which they'
dvank ¢ sod. Corrichatachin went for smother, which
M“&Tb They made many apolagies for
didturbing me. l‘mldthm.m beon kept
awake mu-m!m;mmnmghuum
up sud them again, Honest Corrickatachin
waid, © To have had you done o, I woyld haye given

am-“

Twesday, Sept. 98~ The weather was worse than
yesterday., I felt ne if imprisoned. Ds.Johnson
said, it was isksome to be detained thus: yet he
seemed to have less unensiness, or move patience,
than I had. ‘What made our situation wore here
was, that we had no roome that we conld eommand ;
for the good people had no notion that » man could
have suy cogasion but for & mere sleeping-piace ; 50,
duying the day, the bed-chambems were common, b
4li the howse. Servamts est in Dv. Johneon's, and
wrine was  kind of generad rendesvaus of all ungder
the roof, ohildren spd dogs not exoepted. As the

dmmwmpnﬂmr,ﬂwkdiuhdno
pm»-nh.mswm.mmm.
room. Lhad always some quiet time for writing in
it, before bhe-was up; and, bydegrees, T accustosped
Mmmhm#hﬁaﬁeRW%
Jonrual, withoup minding me
fmmwmmhmmmv
sy islosids 20 we, pould; oot seeollecling Hhe an~ "
soruioty of. thé wegson, whick might #p, in
wmmmm Ho.anid to e, %1 bave
wore: thpheit of. dvomture dmps: yon” | Formy
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part, I was anxious 1o get 10 Mull, from whence we
ﬂghfmmaymmm.

Johnseu wientioned, that the few ancient Insh
genﬁunenyetmuﬂning have the hylutpidoof
fuinidly ; that M. Bandford, a friond “of his, whose
mother 'was Irish, told him, that O’'Hara (who was
true Irish, both by father and mother) and he, and
Mr. Ponsonby, son to the Eart of Besborough, the
greatest man of the three, but of an English family,
went to see one of those encient Irish; and that he

them thys: « Q'Hars, you are wel-
eome] MW, Saundford, your mother's son is welcome !
Mp. Ponsonby, you may sit down1”

with @ thresher. “If yom pay him by the day’s
wages, he will thresh no more thun he pleases:
though, ¢0 be sure, the negligence of & thresher is
mowe easfly detected than thay of most labourers,
Because ba must always make s scand while be
works. [If you pay Nim by the piece, by the quan«
tity of grain which he produces, he will thresh only
‘whilithe grain comes frecly, s, though he leaves
» good deal in the cas, it is not worth while to thresh
the deaw over agefis; nor ean you fix him to do jt

becadso §b is o dificult 1o prove haw
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this in London to a great thatcher, who said, he be-
lieved it might bestrue, Such am the puins that
Dr, Johnson tekes to get ¢the best information ou
every subject.

He proceeded :## It is difficult for a farmer in
England to find day-labourcrs, because the lowest
roanufacturers can always get more than e dny-
labourer. It is of no consequenpe how high the
wages of manufacturers are ; but it wonld be of very
bad consequence to raise the wages of those who
procure the immediate necessaries of life, for that
would raise the price of provisions. Here then is s
problem for politicians. It is not remsonable that
the most useful body of men should be the worst
paidy yet it does not appenar how it can be ordered
otherwise. It were to be wished, that a mede for
its heing otherwise were found out. ln the mean
time, it is Letter to give temporary assistance by
charitable contributions to poor labonrers, at tinkes
when provisions are high, than to raise their wager,
hecansg, if wages are once raised, they will never
get down again.”

Happily the welkther cleared up between one and
two o'clock, and we got ready te depart; but our
kind host and hostess would not let us go without
taking & saaich, a» they called it ; which wes jn tegth
avary good dinper. While the pupoh weut mound,
Dy Johnson kept a dose whisparing sonference witl
Mre. MKinnon, which, bowever, was W%

ST e cromberis o, st WYEinodh i ote
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pany weve entertained and plussed to oheerve it
Upon that subject, thers was womething congenial
between the soul of Dy, Samuel Johneon and that of
sn Isle of Sky farmer's wife. It is cutious to ace
people, hiow far svever removed frofs ( ch othct in
the general system of their lives, come cloge to-
gether on a particuler point whioh is commion to
each. We were merry with Correhatacion, on Dr.
Johnson's whispering with his wife. She, pcrecis ing
this, humorously cried, “ I am in love with him.
What is it to live and not to love?” Upon her
suying something, which 1 did not hear. or caunot
recolloet, he scized her hand eagerly, and {1vsed .
As we were going, the Scottish phrase of - Zonrese
man!” which ix an expression of kimdness and
regard, was again and again applied by the company
to Dr.Johuson. I was also {reated with much
civility ; und I reusi take some merit trom vy avaip
duous attevtion to him, and fiom my contraving that
tie shall be eéesy wherever he goes, that he shall not
be asked twioe to ent or dnnk any thing (which
always disgusts him), that he shall be provid: d with
water at his mpals, and m.ny such httle things,
which; i mot sttended to, would fiet bim. 1 also
umy be allowbd % glaiin some mont i kading the
gonversation : X o bot mesn leading, s in an
mw Pinying the fest fiddle; but leading 4s

ﬁﬁm"“‘" P
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one o in sxaniining @ withess — starting topion,
sl making bim putsue them. He appbars soate
Bkt & great mill, into which & sehject i Grown to
Be ground. {t uires, indeed, fittille minds to
flvnish onteriale f8r this miBl, I regret whemsver I
sep it unemplayed ; but sornetimes I foel myself quite
barren, and having nothing to throw in. 1 know
not if this mill be a good figure ; though Pope makels
his mind a mill fgr turning verses.

We set out about four. Young Coprchatachun
went with us. We had 3 fine evening, and arrived
in good time at Ostig, the residence of Mr. Murtin
M'Pherson, minister of Slate. Itisa pretty good
bouse, built by bis father, opon a farm mear the
chupch, We were meceived bere with much kiod-
npen hy Mr. and Mrs. M<Pherson, and his sister, Miss
MPhernon, who plpased Dr. Johnsou mupch By sing-
ing Exse songs, atd playing on the guitue, He afier-
wards seut her a present of his < Ruaseles.” In his

was  press stored with bocks, Gruek,
French, and English, wost of whick hat be.
;‘ u&ew«oﬁmmm
: who, thongh his « Dissertationy " Miave
been mentionad in » fortier pags as unsatiafintionn,
mnm&m Al sqing Wf Mosen
looked ad a of Sivs sotg
writhets by bim, atid pibitshed in the #Sopis Mags-
u~um$am«w;&uw;£,
Tns  preng , Latin, bod 2 pdted
siso fn Ve’ ofies MEinisies
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some mn-fl;ah wety postionl, mod exhibits
striking propf how wmok all things depend mpon
comparfsons for Burrs, i€ sesms, appesred to hims so
much worse than fiky, his solum, that he
languithed for its “bleaved srouttaisd,” and though
himself bured alive amongst batharisns where he
was. My readers will probably not be displeased to
bave s specithen of this odé s v
 Hei mibin | qpiantos patiot déforts,

Dum procul speeto Jugs ter baeta,

[

L4

LR indignor, oyucsos; qued mter
latenrn colentes

After wishing for wings t0 fly over to his dear
caysitry, which was in his view, from what he calls
Thule, as the most western usle of Scotland,
except St 3 after desoribing the pleasures of
society, sied b miseries of solitude; be ot tast, with
w has recourse to the anly sure
reliaf of men, — Suraon cordu (1), -~ the

hope of & jonid, nnd disposes huy to te-
sigaaton; ¢
. "y mmm
g e




298 LIFE OF JOHNEON. 1798,
¥ I@m&udumanohb“ﬂfﬂ&m
- gty s . ,

« Vity turn demum vocitanda vige dste

Tum Lices gratos socios habere
Sesuplig of sanctos Fazapm vexsndem
Concelebriutes.”

Lawaa 160, DR, JOHNBON TO MACLEOD. (1)

* * Osug, 98th Sept. 1773

“ Dgan Sin, — We are now on the margin of the
ses, waiting for a bost and 8 wind. Boswell grows im-

the
m»ﬁ‘lﬂ m; ‘?,,,'f Sy 3
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mights,. Wy wete now at but a little distance from
the shore, and saw the sea from onr windows, which
made our voyage seein nearer. Mr. MPherson's
mennars and sddress pleased us much, He appeared
to be & man of such intelligence sl taste as $o be
sensible of the extraordinary powers ef his llustrious
guest. Hesaid to me, “Dr. Jobuson is an honoyr
to mankind, and, if the expression may be wsed, is
an honour to religion.”

Col, who had gone yesterday to psy a visit at
Camuscross, joined us this morning at breakfhet.
Some pther gentlemen also cume to enjoy the enter-
tainment of Dr. Johnson's oconversation, The day
was windy and rainy, s0 that we had just seized &
bappy interval for our journey lust night. We had
good entertainment here, better accommodation than
#t Corrichatachin, and time enoungh to ourselves
The hours slipped along imperoeptibly,. We talked
of Shenstene. Dr, Johnson enid, he was & good
layer-out of land, but would not allow him ta sp-
pronch exbeliemoe as & poet. , He suid, he balieved
he had trigd Yo read all his  Love Pastorals,” buj
did not gob flarcegh them, T repented the sanza,

e wsl withdrew
ﬂmlummyﬂn:m
B 2o hede mp adieu,

¢ that she bide me yetum.”
He gaid, “ That secvin to be pretéy.” 1 observed st
ﬁmmw?mhmw
to have souwd powee of fhinking: but
would not allew hits Gt mevit.  He agreed, how-
«m*mn&ugﬁu it wes wrong in the
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twother; of wor of his ¢o burn his
M“M,"lﬁd““ WAt 8
whove

drusk with bim.” (%)

While ke was in this mood, I was unfortunate
enarigh, shply pechaps, but I could not help think-
ing, wideservedly, to come within  the whiff and
wind of his fell sword.” I gaked him, if he had
ever been asonstomed $0 wear o vight-oap. He sid,
« No” 1 asked, if it was best not to wear ome.
Jodwaow, « Sir, I had this castom by chance, and
perips no man shall ever know wiether it is hest
o wlpep with or withent & night-cup,” Boon after-
wmrtds be was langhing at some defidbamy in the
Highlands, and sid, “Onomlghtumu,ﬂnh-
vt shoes and wtoskings,” Thinking m«m
hitgh his own, deBictenry, I ventured W widy
withoat & aight-eap, Sin" Bat 1 bed
mmwme.ﬂawm
nmmmmwm

i<
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wits ever foolish emough to ask whether it was best
to veara nightcap or not.  Phis comes of heing s
fittle wrong-headed.” He carried the ctmpany along
with him: and yet the trath is, that if he hud atways
worn a night-cap, & is the comufn prastice, and
found the Highlanders did not wear one, he would
have wondered at their barbarity; so that my hit
was fair enough.

Thursday, Sept. 30. — There was as great a
storm of wind and rain as I have almost ewer seen,
which necessarily confined us o the house ; but we
were fully compensated by Dr. Johnson's tomversa.
tion. He said, he did not grudge Burke's being the
first man in the House of Comamons, for he was the
Brst man every where; bot ho grudged that o fellow
who makes no figure in company, aed has & mind ps
narrow gs the neck of u vinegar cruet, should make
a figure in the House of Commons, meyely by having
the knowledge of o few forms, and being furnished
with a Httle oncasignal information.(3) He told us,
the first timp he saw Dr. Young was st the houss of
Mr. Richardson, the avthor of # Clavisan.” FHeo was
sont for, that the doctor might fead to him his * Come
Jjevtnres on Onginal Compasition,"” which ke did, snd
Dr. Johovon mede his remarks; wad he wan sure
prised to Bnd Youhl revsive uy sovelilen; whit he
thought very commuon saxims, Ho said, he befioved
Young was not & nchotar, wop hud gtoudind we

muumsmm%rnmm

oy :
SEEIEE
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things ih his * Night Theughts,” though you eoula
not find twenty lines togetber without some estra-
vagance. He repeatad two passages from his « Love
of Fame,”—the characters of Brunetta and Stella(!),
which he praised highly. He said Young pressed
tm much to come to Wellwyn. He always in-
tended 1t, but never went. He was sorry when
Young died. The cause of quarrel between Young
and his son, he told us, was, that his son inmsted
Young should turn away™a ¢lergyman’s widow, who
lived with him, and who, having acquired gresat in-
fluence over the father, was ssucy to the son. Dr.
Johnson said, she could not conceal her resentment
at him, for saying to Young, that “an old man
should not resgn himself to the management of any
pody.” I asked him if there was any improper
conmection between them.  No, Sir, no more than
hetween two statues. He was past fourscore, and

suppose, matie his coffee, and frothed his chocolute,
and did such things s an old man wishes to have
done for him" {*)

Dr. Doddridge (1) being mentioned, he observed

(1) £ Brungtta’s wise mmm and rarem

;@-*awsw-uw-‘-mm,‘-
-m ‘e‘a%’&ut
L et
by ] respoet
®) Dy,

n sm’wwm% goue fur cbn'haﬁ

$) { M3 mg-a
was uum
of the mm? M
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« he was author of one of the finest epigrams in the
English language. It is in Qrton's Life of him,
The subject is his family motto, * Dum vivimus,
vivamus,” which, in its primary signification, is, to
be sure, not very suitable to & Clriséian divine; but
he paraphrased it thus : —
¢ Live while yott live, the Emcure would say,

ok s o plmors of S|

Ana give to God each moment as 1t s,

Lotd, iy vaews let both umtad be,

I liven pleasure, when I live to thee.'”

T asked if it was not strange that government
should permit so many iufide} writings to pass with-
out copsure. JORNSON. ¢ Sir, it is mighty foolish,
It is for want of knowing their own power. The
present family on the throne came to the crown
against the will of nine tenths of the people. Whether
those nine tenths were rFight or wrong, it is not our
busmness uow to inquire.  But such being the situ-
ation of the roysl family, they were glad to en-
courage all who would be their friends. Now you
know every bad man is a Whig ; every mau who has
loose notiona. The church was all against this
family They were, as I say, glad to encourage any
fnends ; and, therefore, aince their accession, there
is no instance of sny man being kept back on se-
count of his bad principles ; and heance this inunda-
tion of impiety.” I observed that Mr. Hume, some
of whose writings were very unfavoumble to re-

covery of his health) 1782, Some of Jus lettiws hove
Tepantly publuhed, withwo grext advantage Yo b faoie, v

.
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higion, was, however, a Tory. Josnsow., * Sir,
Hume is a Tory by ehance, as being a Scotechman ;
but not upon a prinewple of duty, for he has no
principle. If he is any thing, be is & Hobbist.”

There was s8mething not guite serene in his hu-
mour to-night, after supper ; for he spoke of hasten-
ing away to London, without stopping much at
Edinburgh. 1 reminded him, that he bad General
Oughton, apd many others, to see. JouNsox. ¢ Nay,
I shall neither go in jest, nor stay in jest. I shall do
what is fit.” Boswerr. 4 Ay, Sir, but all 1 deswre
is, that you will let me tell you when it is fit.”
Jouwson. ¢ Sir, I shall not coneult you.” Bos-
WELL. “ If you are to run away from us, as soon as
you get loose, we will keep you confined mn an
island.” He was, however, on the whole, very good
company. Mr. Donald Macleod expressed very
well the gradoal impression made by Dr. Johnson
on those who are so fortunate as to obtain hus ac-
quaintanee. “ When you see him firet, you are
strack with awful reverence ; then you admire him!
and then you love kim cordially.”

I read this evenitg some part of Voltaire's « His-
tory of the War in 1741,” and of Lord Kames against
# Hereditary Indefeasible Right.” This is a very
slight ircumstance, with which I should not trouble
my reader, but for the sake of observing, that every
nian should kesp minutes of whatever le reads.
Every circomstanoe of his stydies should be re-
oorded ; what bosks he has consmlted ; how much
of them he hat rond ¢ at what times; how often the
st authote; s whit opinfons he fopmed of thesm,
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at different periods of his life. Such an account
would much illustrate the hisfory of his mind.
Friday, Oct. 1.—1 showed to Dr. Johnson verses
in a magazine, on his Dictionary, eomposed of un-
common words taken from it; ¢ *
« Little of Anthropopathy has be,” &c.

He read a few of them, aud said, “ I am not an-
swerable for all the words in my Dictionary.” I
told him, that Garrick kept a book of all who had
either praised or abused him. On the subject of
his owp reputation, he said, “ Now that I see it has
been so current a topic, 1 wish I had done so too;
but it could not well be done now, as so many
things are scattered in newspapers.” He said he
was angry at a boy of Oxford (*), who wrote in his
defence against Kenrick ; because it was doing him
hurt to answer Kenrick. He was told afterwards,
the boy was to come to him to ask a favour. He
first thought to treat him rudely, on account of his
meddling in, that business ; but then he considered
he had meant to do him all the service in his power,
and he took another resolutién: he told him he
wonld do what he could for him, and did eo; and
the boy was satisfied. He said, he did pot know
how his pamphlet was done, as he had read very
litde of it. The boy made a good figure at Oxfurd,
but died. He remarked, thas attacks on authors did

vox 1v. . 4
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them wnch service. < A man, who telly me my'
play is very bad, is Irfs my enemy than he who lets
st die in silence. A man, whose business it is to he
talked of, is much helped by being attacked.” Gar-
rick, I observed, often been 8o helped. Jonx-
son. “ Yes, Sir; though Garrick had more¢ oppor-
tunpitics than almost any man, to keep the public in
mind of him, by exhibiting himself’ to such numhers,
he would not have had so much reputation, bad he
ot been so much attacked. Every attack produces
a defence ; and so attention is engaged. There 1
no sport in mere praise, when people are all of a
mind,” Boswzrr. « Then Hume is not the worse
for Beattie's attack ?”  Jomwson.  Ile s, becanse
Beattie bas confuted him.(!) I do not say, but
that there may be some attacks which will hmit an*
author. Though Hume suffered from Beatti, h
was the better for other attacks.” (He certainly
conll net include in that number those of Dr
Adams and Mr, Tytler.)(?) Boswel L. “Guldamth
iz the better for attacks,” Jonnson. © Ys, Sir,
but he dees not thunk so yet. When Goldsmith and
1 published, each of us something, at the same time,
we were given to understand that we might review
each other, Goldsmith was for acoepting the offer.
¥ anid, no; set veviewers at defiance. It was said to

(R&?f. Beattie’s ¢ Eu'& on the Nature and Immutability
Muﬁ I }:.rnth pm%m
p&?”’ alluded 4n wepe Fr &fo,:'n. byt ohu:‘:

T e A
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6ld Bentley, upon the attacks against him, ¢ Why,
they 'll write you down,” ¢ No, Sir,” he replied ;
¢*depend upon it, no man was ever writien down but
by hims I’ He observed to _ine, afterwerds, that
the advantages authors derived from attacks wero
chiefly in subjects of taste, where you cannot eon-
fute, as so much may be said on either side. He
told me ke did not know who was the author of the
“ Adventures of 2 Guinea (1);” but that the book-
<rller hnd sent the first volnme to him in manuscript,
to have hus opmion if 1t should be printed ; and he
thought 1t should.

The weather being now somewhat better, Mr.
James M*Donald, factor to Sir Alexander M*‘Donald,
w Slate, insisted that il the company at Ostig
should go to the house at Armidale, which Sir Alex-
andcr had left, having gone with his lady to Edin-
hurgh, and be his guests, till we had an epportunity
of sading to Mull. We accordingly got there to
dimner; and passed out day very cheerfully, buing
no less than fourteen in number.

Suturday, Oct. 9. — Dr. Joknson said, that “a
olnef and his lady vhould make their house like a
court. They should have a certain number of the
geutlemen’s daughters to receive their education in
the family, to learn pestry and such things from the
housckeeper, and nianners frqm my lady, Thot was

(1) It ie strange that Johnsom should not have knuwn that
e awn, Chasch Jalnet Buung, Soguniibg e e, oy
‘Mohwmfwmw. supearveping witst b
e T B e
m Rengal about 1600.] # o

x 2
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the way in the great families in ‘Wales; at Lady
Salusbury’s, Mrs. Thrale's grandmother, and at Lady
Philips's. I distinguish the families by the ladies, as
I speak of what yvas properly their province, There
were always six young ladies at Sir John Philips’s ;
when one was marricd, her place was filled up.
There was a large school-room, where they learnt
needlework and other things.” I observed, that, at
some courts in Germany, there were academiss for
the pages, who are the sons of gentlemen, and re-
seive their cducation without any expense to their
parents. Dr. Johnson said, that manners were best
learnt at those courts. « You are udwitted with
great facility to the prince's company, aud yet must
treat him with much respect. At a great ¢ourt, you
are at such a distance that you get no good.” I
said, “Very true: a man sees the court of Versailles,
as if he saw it on a theatre.” He said,  The best
pook that ever was written upon good breeding, ¢ Il
Cortegiano,” by Castiglione, grew up at the little
court of Urbino, and yon should read it.” (') Iam
lsd always to haverhis opinion of books. At Mr.
erson’s, ke commended « Whitby's Comment~
ary(?),” and said, he had heard him called rather
lax ; but be did not perceive it. He had looked at
& novel, called « Thé Man of the World,” at Rasey,
(1) [Count Castiglione was born st Mantua in 1478, and dieq
w'lia, e S o il by Ladomco S, b

‘ , ‘born
i PRt T e, T

way st n 1704.)
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but thought there was nothiug in 1t. (1) He said
to-day, while reading my Joutnal, ¢ This will be &
great treasure to us some years hence.”

Talking of a very penurious gentleman of ou
aocquaintance, he observed, that he exceeded L’ Avare
in the play. I concurred with him, and remarked
that he would do well, if introduced in one of
Foote's farces; that the best way to get it done
would be to bring Foote to be entertained at his
house for a week, and then it would be facit indig-
natio. JounsoN. “ Sir, I wish he had him. I, who
have eaten hisbread, will not give him to him; but
I should be glad he came honestly by him.”

He said, he was angry at Thrale, for sitting at
General Oglethorpe’s without speaking. He cen-
surcd a man for degrading himself to a non-entity.
I observed, that Goldsmith was on the ofher ex-
treme; for he spoke at ventures. Jounsox. * Yes,
Sir; Goldsmith, rather than not speak, will talk of
what he knows himself to be ignarant, which esn
anly end in’ exposing him.” 1 wonder,” said I,
«if he feels that he exposcs higself. If he was with
two tailors ” —— % Or with two founders,” said Dr.
Johnson, interrupting me, “ he would fall s talking
on the method of making cannon, though both of
them would soan see that he did not know what
metal a cannon is mede of.” We were very soclal

Theugh Mm the © Ma Feel-
e Y s
c e g o
mnmhxmmmwaaf&a” Authior}
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sud wistry in bis room this forencon. In the eve-
uing the company deaced as usual, W performed,
with much activity, & dance which, 1 suppose, the
exigration from Sky has occasioned. They ‘call it
Americg. Eaolf ofr the couples, after the eommon
sanolutions and evolutions, successively whark ronnd
in a cirele, till all are in motion ; and the dance
ceems ntended to show how cmigration catches,
till a whole veighbourhood is set afloat. M.
M‘Kinnon told e, that last year, when a ship sailed
from Portree for Amenca, tho people on shore wére
nimost distracted when they saw thewr relations o
off; they lay down on the ground, tumbled, and
tore the grass with ther teeth. This year thcre
wias not a tear shed. The people on the shors
seemed to think that thev would soon follow. Thu
indifference is a mortal sign for the country.

We danced to-night to the xhusic of the bagpipe
which made us beat tbe ground with prodigio s
foree. I thought it better to endeavour to com-
ailiate the kindness of the people of Sky, by joiving
heartily in their anusements, than to play the ah-
stract scholar. I looked om thus tour to the Fe-
bricien ma o copartnership between Dr. Jobnson and
wme. Each was 4o do all he could i0 promote its
sucoess ; and I have some reason to flatter myeelf,
that my gayer exertions were of setvice o us. Dr.
Johusnn's immense furtd of knowledge and wit was
a wonderful source of admiration and delight to
them; but they hed itonly?:ﬁmea: and they
required to have the inte ngrmb:z filled
and even Hite ducidaﬁo:!; hﬂ-wi

L]
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wes also fortunate enough frequedtly to draw hiv
forth to talk, when he would otherwise have been
silent. The foantain was at times locked up, till I
opesicd the spring. It was eurions to.hear the He-
bridians, when any digpute bappdhed while he was
out of the room, saying, ¢ Stay till Dr. Johnson
comes ; say that to Aém /"

YVesterday, Dr. Johnson said, I cannot but
Jaugh, to think of myself roving among the Hebrides
at sixty. I wonder where 1 shall rove at fourscore "
This cvening he disputed the truth of what is said
as to the peuple of St. Kilda eatching cold when-
cver strangers come. “ Ilow can there,” said he,
“he a physical effect without a physical éause?”
He added, laughing, “the arrival of a ship foll of
strangers would kill them; for, if one stranger
gives them one cold, two strangers must give them
two colds; and so in proportion.” I wondered to
hear bim ridicule this, ns he had praised M‘Aulay
for putting it in bis book ; saying, thet it was manly
in him to toll a fact, however strange, if he himself
believed it. Ho said, the evidence was not adequate
to the improbability of the thmg ; that if a physician,
rather disposed to be incredulous, should go to St.
Kilda, and report the fact, then he would begin to
look about him. They said, it was anprually proved
by Macleod's steward, on whose arrival all the
inhabitants caught eold. "He jocularly remarked,
* The steward always comes to demaud something
from them g mdu;theyfall a coughing. (!) I sup-

(3) o0 anid Vol It.l’,p.a,sn,umw solution
x 4
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vose the people in Sky dll take a cold when mw
(naming a certain ptreon) cowes” They said,
he tame only in summer, JomnsoN. “ That is out
of tenderness to Bad weather and be, at the
same time, bettoo much.’
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’ No. 1,

Ix justice to the ingenious Dr. Blacklock, I publish the fol-
lowing Letter from him, relstive to & passage in p. 41.

“TQO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
“ Edmburgh, Nov. 18, 1785

% Dgax Sta, — Having lately had the plessure of reading
your account of the yourney which you took with Dr. Samuel
Johnson to the Western Isles, X take the hiberty of transmitting
my ideas of the oonversation which happened between the
Doctor sud myself conceming lexicography and poetry, which,
s it is a hittle different from the delinestion cxhibited in the
former edition of your Journal, cannot, I hope, be unacceptable;
particylarly since ] have been informed that a second edition of
that work is ow in contemplation, if not in exesution; and I
am still more strongly tempted to @ncourage that hope, from
considering that, if every one corcerned in the conversations
related were to send you what they ean recollact of these ool~
Joquisl entertainments, many curious sad interesting particulars
might be recovered, which the most sssiducus astention could
not Sbserve, nor the most tenacious momory retain. A little
reflection, Sir, will canvince youy that there is not an aciom
in Euclid wore intuitive nor more evident than the Doctor's
suertion that poetry was of much easier exeeution than lexiso.
graphy. Any mind, thertfiore, endowed with common sisies,
st have been extremely abeent from iteelf §f it disoovered
tho fosst smonisbment from hearing that a poems might be
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writhen: with muoh mure fucility than the same qusntity of a
% The real cavse of 1y syrprise was what appeared 1o me
aich move paradoxical, that he could write & sheet of die-
tighary with g much placsure sk » bhéet &f poetry. He wc-
koowledged, wdeed thit the Jaster was mush easicr than the
former. For in the one pase, books and a desk were requisite,
in the other, you might oampose when lying in bed, or walking
in the fields, &c. He did not, however, deseend to explawn,
nor to this moment csa I eomprehend, how the laboury of a
mare philologist, in the moet rofined sense of that term, could
give equal pleasure with the exercise of 2 mind replete wath
wlevated oonceptions and pathetic jdeas, while taste, fancy, and
intellect were deeply enamoured of nature, and in full exertiog.
You may likewrse, perhaps, remember, that when I complainod
of the ground which scepticism in religion and moruls wes
confinnally gaining, it did not appems tp be on my own ae-
couns, as wy private opinlons wpon these important subjects
hiad long been inflexibly desgrmined. What I then deplorcd,
sud sull deplove, was the uthappy miuence which that gloomy
biesitation had, not ouly upen particular characters, but cven
upon life m genoral ; a8 heing equally the bane of action in our
present state, and of such consolations as we mught derzve from
the bopes of & future.
# 1 have the pleasure of remaining, with sincerc esteem and
respoct, dear Hir, your mqst cbedient humble servant,
“ Taomss Bracxrock.”™

T am very happy to find that Dr. Biatklock's apparent up-
easiness on the subjeet of soepticlsm was not on his own accouns

spesking
of scepticiam); lu¢ an sapersion, like, des seade by Dy John
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wm, caniot be easily mistakem. And, indeed, it scenm not
very probable, that he who so pathegically lanents the dewipery
o which the unbappy lexicogrepher is dostned, sud s kuown
to have written his splendid imitation of Jivenal with astonigh-
ing rapidity, should have bad “as much in writing a
aheet of a dictionsay sy a sheet of poctry.® Nor can [ coneur
with the ingenious writer of the foregroing lutter, in thinking
it sn axiom es evident as any In Euslid, that  poetry is of
sasier precution thae lexicography,” I have no doubt that
Dailey, and the “mighty blunderhuss of law,” Jacob, wrote
ten pages of their respuctive dictionariss with more esse than
they could have written fivo pages of paetry,

If this book shamld again be reprimted, I shall, with the
utmost readinest, correct any evrors I may have committed, in
stating conversations, provided it can be clesgly shown to me
that T have been insceurnte.  But J am slow to believa (as T
have clsewhere obsérved) that suy map's metory, at the dis.
tance of several years, ean presgrve facts or sagings with such
fidelity as may he done by writiog them down when they are
recent: and I beg it may be remembered, that it is not upon
memary, but spon what was wrilten ut the tims, that the autbens
ticity of my Journal rests,

" No. It

M. Boswri says, ©The following verses, written by Sir
Alexander (now Lord) Macdonald, and addressed shd pre-
sented to Dr, Johnsow, et Armidale, in the Iale of Sky, shonld
have appesred in its proper place [amid, p. 159.] if the mithor
of this Journal bad been peseesed o theths but this edition
was dhyet printed off wheg he was accidentally furnished with
a copy by a Biond.® Ma, Croker wdds, » Thows verses bave yot
heert remmoved tothe yt, beswuse Mi, Boswell did not thiok
proper o do se in Dis mibwbgquent edbiied, and becsune
1 readly do met wg- s anderstasd fobre thict the Gre
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stanzs, Tt spems bard to guest what Sir Alexsnder could have
mesnt by presepting Dr, Jobneon with such Knes; which
are really little hetter than the nomsense verses of & schoole

boy.”

Danaldiani, — quotquot in insulis

Compescit aretis Hmitibus mare ;

Alitque jamdudum, sc alendos
Placibus indigenas favebit.

Ciave fluctus siste, Procelliger,
Nec tu liborans perge, precor, ratis,
Ne conjugem plangas marita,
Nz dolest soboles parentem,

Nee te viciwim peniteat virum
Lmgliose ; < vertro scimus ut mstuant
In corde Tuctantes dolores,
Cum feriant inopine corpus.
i e T gul s g
sesnper illo qui patd
Datur, ddloris dute profundos
Fervis mens aperit recossus.

Valete lustus; ««bino laosymasbiles
mmmmm

Fingabie memeractar sclm.
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Audin ? resurgens spy “at anhelitu
Dux usitatn, suscitat cffcax
Poeta manes, i
Vi soliti redivivus horror.
Amq\mmtdlguﬁm‘mn
Sic ibat atrox Ossianj pater :
Quiescat urnd, stet fidelis
¢ Phersonius vigil ad Brvillam.*

No. IIL

INSCRIPTION ON THE MONUMENT OF SIR JAMAS
MACDONALD, BART., IN THE CHURCH OFf
SLATE; .

AND TWO LYTTERS FROM THAT YOUNG GENTLEMAK TO HIS

MOTUXR,
(Reforred to in p. 164,)

To the memory
of SIR JAMES MACDONALD, Bart,
‘Who, in the flower of youth,
Had situined to 50 eminent a degree of knowledge
In mathematics, phil y, lsngusges,

And in every other branch of and polite learning,
Aps few bave acquired in & long Life
‘Wholly devoted to study :

Yet to this erudition he joined,

‘What can ravely be found with it,

Great talents for business,

Great propriety ¥ bebavidur,

Great politeness of manners!
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mmmeremm
And ciery private virtue,
Procured him.tmmlymhsmmntm
But alie from foreign nations,
The bighest marks of evteem.
1n the year of our Lord
1766,
- The 25th of his hfe,
After a long and oxtremely painful illness,
Which he supported with admurable patience and fortatude
He died at Rome,

Where, notwithstanding the difference of n.ligion,
Such extraordinary honours were paid to bis memory,
Anhadwugrmdthnormyother Bnitish subjecs,

Sinoe the doath of Sir Philp Sydoey. *
The fame be left behind him is the best consolation
To his aficted family,

And to his countrymen in this fsle,

For whos¢ benefit be had planned
Many useful ioprovements,

Which bis fruitful genius suggested,
And his active spirit promoted,
Undor the sober direction
Of & clear and enlightencd understandlng.
Reader, bewail our Joay
And thht of all Britain.
1In testimony of her lovey

And as the best retarn she cen make
' Fo ket departed sod,
For the constint, teaderness snd sfipetion
"Which, even to his Inst mommts,
Hestioed for ber,
His much sfflicted mathery
The L,.ADY MARGARET MACDONALD,
Danghter o the Bar} of Eglintouns,
EBrocted this monusmens,
AD 1768,
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This extraordisary young m,'vhmn 1 had the pleasure of
knowing intimately, baving been “eeply regretted by his
country, the most minute particulars concermung him must he
interssting to mauy. I shall therefore insert his two last
ltters to b mother, Lady Margaret, Macdonald, which her
ladyship has been plessed to communicate to me.

Ser James Macdonald to I ady Margaret.

« Rome, 9th July, 1766.

« My pear Morszn, ~ Yesterday’s post brought me your
ansuer to the first letter n winch 1 acquainted you of my
iluess.  Your tenderness and concern upon that account are
the same 1 have dways expenienced, and to wiueh I have often
owyd oy bfe.  Indetd it never wan in so grent danger aa it
15 been lately; and though 1t would have been a very great
comfort to mo to have had you near me, yet perhaps I ought
to 1¢juice, on your account, that you had vot the pain of swh
a spectacle. 1 have been now a week in Rome, and wish I
could continue to give you the same good acoounts of my re-
covery os T did in my last; but I must own that, fur three,
days past, 1 have been in a very week and miserable state,
which bowever sectas fo give no uncasiness to my physician.
My stumach has been greatly out of order, without any visible
cause , and the palpitation does not decresse. I am told that
my stomach will svon recover its tooe, and that the palpitation
must coase m time, So 1 am willing to believe; and with
thus hope support the hittle remains of spirtts which I can be
supposed to have, on the forty-seventh day of such an illness,
1o not imagine I have relapsed ; I anly recover siower than I
cxpected.  Ifmuy letier is shorter than usual, the causs of it is
a duse of physic, which hay weakeped me so much to-day, that
T am not able to write & long letter. I will make up for it
uext post, and remsin always your most sincerely affectionate

son, N J. Macoovarn.®

1Te grew, however, gradvally worse; and on the nighs
#efore his death be wioe as fillows from Freacati :
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« My nzan Moruzs, — h T did net mean to desefve
you in my last letter fronk e, yet eertainly you would have
wery little resson to conclude of the very great and coumstant
denger I bave gone through ever amee that time. My Life,
which iy still almost egtirely desperate, did not st that time
sppesr to me 60, otherwise T shoula have repiesented, in its
true eolours, a fact which acquires very hitle horror by that
means, and comes with redoabled force by deception  There
fs no crreumostance of danger and pan of which I have not had
the expenence, for a continued series of above o fortmght ;
during which time I have settled my aflars, after wy death,
with as much disunctness as the hurry and the nuure of the
thing could admit of. In case of the worst, the Abhe Grant
will be my executor in thw part of the world, and Mr.
Mackenzie 1n Sootland, whers my object has beon to make
you and my younger brother as mdependent of the eldest se
possable,”

No. IV.

MENOIRy» OF HIS OWN LIFE, BY THE LATE
GEN1 RAL MACLFOD,
(Referred to 1n p 193, and severa) subsequent notes )
‘11785

® Havine often been highly entertained snd instructed by
the perusal of memoirs of men who have hived in an interesung
period, and who have borne some part in the tranctions of
thelr time, & thought has for soine tamo possessed e of lesving
to my family and feiends an socount of myself, and of those
affairg in which T haye been, or may hereafter be, cngaged.
M dosign, if T shall Jive to execute i, 1s to make my
osinted with his father, to inform bim of the rank and
) which I found the family, Which he ehould thuak
fiom to raise and sdvance, and 4o encourage him, by
example, to persevere ju the dedign of acqurivg thas
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station 10 the state 10 which oar blood entitles lum, but o
which the Jocal pasition of ow has yet hindered we
from attmtnng.

« Mv family is derived from the ancient royal stock of
Deumark. In those unhappy times, Whm was little
hetter than piracy, and when the Danes first infestéd and then
subdued Dngland, my sncestor was investéd with the tishutary
wovereignty of the Isle of Man, His hustory, the suocession,
or theshare these princes of Man bhad m the predatory wars of
that rude age, arc Jost in dark and vague tradition  The first
faet, which acens clearly ascertmined, 13, that Leed, the son
ot the King of Man, on the conguest of that icland by the
¥ uglish, m sunde the Tarl of Derby, fiid with lus
toddwirs to the Ilihoades  He probably found his country.
mun there  and esther by wonguest, agicemend, or albance,
possesse 1 limedf of that pmt of these wles now callcd Lawes

Hainy
Yaod hud twe vony lormotl and Torqul  The fim
raareied the daughtur of u powerful cliet i the Inle of Skye
he was a warnior, und of great prowess  lus Laha gave or Jw
to hun Haruin, and, by dint of his valem and marriage, he »
possessed himsclt of a Jarge domam n Shye, which, together
with Twrnes. T, his lineal successor, mhauted Tarquil and
by postenity possessed Lewes, which, with other acquisitions,
they have since Jost, and that faunly 1 now wpresented by
Macleod of Ramay, From Leod, whose name s held m high
traditonal venwmation, all his descndunts, and many of his fol-
lowets, Liave takeu the patronymuc of Macleud My ancestors,
w hose fanuly-seat has always buen at Dunvegan, seem to have
hived, for some centuries, as might be expected from men whig),
had gaitted thewr lands Yy thelr sworts, and who wyre placed
m islands of 1o emiy nobess, Thev bad Ffrequent wars and
allisuces with their nelghibours m bkye, by which it appears
they neither gained nor lost; they fiequently atthokad or as
wted the petty kings la Jreland, or the chiefs on the eosst of
but they nelther incressed nor diminwhed thelv owi
In the reige of King Davil of Scollend, they uk
YQl. IV, Y
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Joss took & charter for their lands, from whyh time they ssem
long to have prsetised @i patriarchel lfe, heloved by thelr
padple, uncounected with the goverment of Scotland, and un~
dturbed by st. When James the Sixth was about 1o teke
possession ot the thigne of England, Madleod, cailed Sodarrck
Mowe, from lus gress sise and strength ('), went to Edwburgh
to pay hus homage. It 2 remarkablo, thas this chieftux was
an adept 1t Latm, had tmvelled om the Continent, and spoke
French with fluency, but conld newther utter nov understand
the Scottish or English dialect. Two ygunger sons ot Roderxk
ied a body of Macleods to the smsistanee of Charles the Sevond,
who kmghted them , and shey, like thewr unfortunate soverergn,
esssped, with the loss of their folluwers, from the fatal field of
Worgester.  From Jobn, ther elder brother, 1 am desecnded,
s sdin being sn orphen munor, whon his uncles led the clanto
battle. It in singtlar, thas my great grandfathur, by s
maryiage with + descended from the k!nslw
Athol, has mixed with the blood of Leod and that of the

ot Derby, win drove hum frota Mon, end that I am thus,
probably; the desoendant of the 1ovading earl snd the expulied

prinok,

“ My grandfather, Norman, was su only and posthumous
son ; hy the {rugnlity of hm ancestors, and th aavings of bis
sunonity, he found our antient mheritance 1 the most pros.
pergus condition. I knew him m s advanced age; and from
hhmself, and many othes friends, bave heard much of the trans-
wsetions of tas hife. With a body ungulerly well made and
active, be pomessed very livcly partss  The ewrqumstanees of
the times inttoduced him to the public with grst advantage ,
and, ¢ the onfartunute 1745, he wan mwch ogneidered. An

nabiow pounty.  The nuinbirs snd fidelity of ks glan, aod kis
D i Tt shaten, @ @ T30 ol B g a0 et o 34
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influence with his neighbours, werg known ; and I have resion
to believe that many allurements wete held out to seduce Mim
intp engagements, which were thert considered only as danger.
ous, but neither guilty nor dishakourable

“ ft would be neither plensing noryuseful o indguire how
doeply ho was toncerned in the prelades to the rbellion ; nar,
jndeed, have I been sble to learn. It is certafn that, in the
yoatt 1748, he raised a company of his vassalz ¢ serve nunder
my father, his ouly son, in Lord Leudon’s regimant, and after-
wards appeared, with six hundred of Bis clas, in defonce of the
present royal family. From this péviod he was unfortunate 3
the Jagobites treated him ae¢ an apostate, and the suocessfl
party did not reward his loyaity. The former course of his
Life had been cxpensive; his semper was eonvicial and Bospis
table ; and he continued 10 nopair his fortune 81 his denth, in
1772. He was the Grst of our family who was led, by the
WQ{' manners, to loave the patriarchal government, of his

snd to mix in the pursuits snd arabition of the world, 1%
was not then common to see the yepresentatives of the High.
Tand tribex endeavouring to raise themselves to eminonce in sy
netion by thn arts of cloquenee, or regular military gradation ;*
they were contented with their private opulénce amd Local
dignity, o trustad their rank In the state to the agiquity of
vhuirﬁndhes,owﬂwbpmﬁwdﬁlﬂm Had Norman ot
in his youth the neaessity of profemsional or parlismentary ex-
ertions, and had be received & suitablé ®ducation, Ire would not
save left his family in distress; bul she excellonce of his party
and the vigour of kis mind wauld have attained a statyon more
advantageons fur the Right of his suscessors.

T was born on the 4th day of March, 1754, a8 Bradis
Houas, the seat of iy maternal gravdivtbar, Brodie of Brodiy,
Lyon, King st Arsn.  When 1 atttined the age of cleven, my
father, with bLis fimily, went to reside ot Beveridy in Forks
mmﬁmmthcynrmnmm,mww
the wvinster. I was plooed under the ems of Mn Gewge
Scyirt, one of the professors in the Cotlegeof Edinburgh; and/
g whitisios, eare, and anso\'mwﬁt m

.
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teft ve %o other resson togogret My father, than thay whick
nture dletates for n bravh worthy, and so nedr rolation,

o Under Mr. Stusrt, and in the sight of ty grandfutber
who lved near Edinbusgh I eontibudd @ pursue =n cx.
oellent and classicaleedpbation for near five years. in this ume
X obtained 8 cotopetent knowledge of Latin and French, and
I scquired a taste for reading, wnd a detire of géneral know-
}edpe which bas never loft me. T wan permsittéd to pay a vint
th my mothet, who had settled in Hampshire for the odu
cation of ber deugheers ; sfer which I was summoned to the
University of 81 Andvew's by my grandfather, who hsd when
& kiouse in the neighbturbood, . Here, for one year, I atiendew
the lectures of I3 Watson (author of the History of Phibiy
the Second) ori Jogie, rhétorie, and bolles letties, and thowe of
Th, Witkie, suthor of the Epigouiad, on Natural Philosophy
I also vead Tialian. Next summer I sgam mited wy
wother 3 and was sent m the winter to Unsversity Coflege,
Oxford, My tutor, Mr. CGeorge Strahan, reslously c.ndci
vourcd w0 supply oy deBitiensy in Greek, and 1 made some
progress s but approaching now to manhood, having got & tine.
tyre of more entettaining and pleasing knowledge, and 4 taste
for the Latin, French, and Englivh clarsios, 1 could never
sufficiently Jabour agnin as & sohoolboy, which T now and will
for ever lament,

# 1 Lave tio title to srpose myself on ray son a5 = lewned man ;
1y reading hes bedn gerral and diffise ; a scholar would very
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taghment of the people to their patrisrchs would have yieldad
W no Jews, They were themsellesd thie destroyers of that
pleasing influance. Bucked into the vortex «f the nation, and
allured to the capitaly, they degetierated from patriarchs and
chicfains to landlordss end they bemme s aprious for in-
crease of rent as the new-made lairde~"the novi Auménes — the
mercantile purchasers of the Lowlands. Many tenants, whose
tathers, for generations, bad enjoyed their litde spots, were re-
mmed for higher bidders. Those wha agreed, at sny price,
for their ancient lgres, weve fpreed to pay an increased rent,
without being taught any new method to increase their pro-
duce  In the Hebndes, especially, this change woe ot
grade oy Lut sudden, — and sudden and baleful were its effocts,
The puople, freed by the laws from the power of the chieftaing,
and looscned by the ehieftains themselves fron? the bonds of
affcetion, turned their cyes and their hemta to new sceven.
Amarica seemed 10 opan 14 arms to receive eyvery disconsented
Beiton.  To those pomessed of very small sums of money, it
offered large possessions of unoultivated but excellent land, 1
& meterable climate ; to the poar, 1t held out high wages for
labour, o afl, it promisod property and indupendence.,
Many uriful emisssries, who had en intercst in the transport-
ation or settlement of emigrants, industriouly displayed these
tempations; and the desire of Yeaving thir country, for the
new Jand of promise, bucame furious and epidemic. Like all
other mwum«s infucted not ondy those who bad ressun

most fayoured snd snost comfortably eettled, In the beginning
of 1778, wy grandfather, who had slways been n most bene-
ficent and beloved ohiefinin, but whose wecessitios had htely
indueed him to raise his pents, became much alsrmed by shis
e 8pirik which hedl reastied hin glan.  Aged and iofireh, be
wmmmhmhm;-gmm
tank om me ; and gave e fr an
rulation, Calone] Mackood, of ’.Nhht
us wes diffilt s the estate

with & nmw

5
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vhetged with some yountises. Fis tenants hud Jost, fn ther
weveee wititer, above a third of shuic vanile, which eonstituted
thelr iibntence ; their spiries ware spured by their loses, and
the Inte augmentations of sent; and tholr idess of Amerien
weig inflamed by the strongest yopresentstions, and the ex-
ample of thar neghtfouring clans. My foend and I were
cnponired to grant sush deduetions dn the vents e might
s necexsary and vewsoteble ; but we found 1t tarrible to
dutide betwoen the justise to erethiors, the wecesmbiey of ah
ancicht fatally whick we oumelves Tepredented, and the olums
and distresses of an jmpoverished teasntry. To God I owe,
and I teaiso wall ever pay, the most forvent thenks that thu
terrible task enabled 1y to lay the fuundation of vircumsisnces
(though then unlooked fur) that I bope will prove the moans
not only of 6se rescvey et of the sggrendisemcnt of our
fanily. I was young, snd had the warmth of the hberal
passions natural tuthut age ; I oalled the peopls of the different
divtusets of our getate togethor; I lnd before them the wtu-
stion of our fimuly «mits debts, its burthens, its duseress; I
weknowledged the hardships under winch they lsbwursd, I
Aesoribed and remanded thum of the manner an which they
amtl thesr sncestors hed hved with guney I combated their
pension for America by a real adcount of ¢he dangvre and
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grandfuther died, and was buried &t 5t Andrew's. I veturnpd
9 {larmpstire, and cauly prevaildl #ith my excellent mother
and sisters to rapair, in performsnce of my premiw. w0 my
clan, to Dunvogan. In my Srst visls so Skys, Mr. Pennant
arrived Mn;mﬂhhﬂnﬂyw‘hhh'rourthe ex-
ertions we then mada. "

« [ reronined st home with my family and clan sill the end
of 177€; It I confems that I consider this as the most
gloomy period of my lifs, Educated in o libersl msnner,
fired with ambition, fond of society, I found myself in confine-
ment in & remote corner of the world ; without any hepe of
extinguishing the debis of my family, or of ever emerging from
poverty and obscurity. A long life of peinful cognomy
seemed my only wethod tv perform the duty 1 wwed to my
ancestors and posterity ; end the burthen wa s so heavy, that
only paatial velief could be hoped even from that melancholy
ancrifice. T had aleo the tarment of seeing my mother and
sintars, who were fitted for better soenes, immured with me;
and their sffecuonate patience anly added to my sufferings.

“In 1774 (\) Dr. Samuel Johmwon, with his companien,
Mr. Boswell, visited our dreary regions - it way my good for.
titie to be enabled to practisa the virtue of hospitality on this
oocusion.  The learned teaveller spent a fortnight st Dun.
vagan 3 and indesd nmply repaid our earen to plewse him by
the mést instruptive and eutemuining eonverestion. I pro-
cured fim him the sompany of the meat Joarned clergymesn, snd
sagwoioun iphabitasits of the tslands ; and every othar essistance
within our power 16 the inquiries be wished to taakn

“'The nuture of those inquirics, and the extrmordineey
charsgier of D Joljonen, ssay muke somé account of them
{roma mé aprecable.

# $0id principal Sesign iran 4o fud proofs of the innuthenticity
of Oulan's poses; and in his inquiriee it Deowens yery woois
W“h“mqmwdm X win paoe

0
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seqt fn 8 part of bis search ; his decision is 20w well known ;
and T will very frecly fubfie what I Ruaw of them, Pr.
MChonn, u very Jearned ininlstar in Skye, attebiled him; and
wag the persan whotm he mwst quevtioned, and through whom
e proposed bis quegtions to others.

The first question fe insisted on was wiwther sny person
d gver seen the Posms of Owsisd in manvscript, as the
translitor had found thém ; how and where these manusoripty
bad been gretrved P and whethier fith was given to them by
the Highlanders ? * X must avow that, frem the answers given
0 thete questinns, be had no right to believe the manuserips
gwnuine. In this he exulted much; end formed sn unjust
ctnclusion, that busanee the transkitor had been guilty of an
1mposition, the whole poeros were impasitions.  Dr. MQueen
trought him, id my opinion, very full proofs of bis error,  He
prodeced several gentlemen who bad beard repeated in Erse
long pamnges of these poemas (1), wiuch they averred did noin-
cide with the translatipn; and he even precured a person who
revited soroe Uses himsele FHad Dr. Jobmwon's time per-
witted, many proofs of the same nawre world have been ad-
doced; but be did not wish for them My opinion of this
contioversy is thut the poems certainly did axis in dotnohed
pivcen smd fragments; that fow of them hud been committed
20 paper bolove the titoe of the wandator ; that he collected
most of them from perons whio could recrte them, or purts of
thien ; that be arranpred and vommected tho parte, and pechaps
mde Faritetive ndditsons for the sake of connection ; that those
additions esanot {¥) be large or bomeroux; wod thay the found
avion snd genuine remmine of the poems e suficiently
wushiéntic for every purpose of taste or eritichwo: Tt wight be
mhmm.cmmmmmr
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Mpﬁ?lbm to the world nhdkmd&q:é Wu‘:
reador, delighted Tmogal Tetpors,

“ The miost sceptical wrisers on other subjects never appligl
the lsws of evdence more strictly than Dr. Jobugon did 1o ks
mngquines about Qssian . he was not sooeise in otfier matiers.
The ridseulous notion of the sgcod sght, or of sypermatural
visions, was not disrchshod by bim  He latened to all the
fubles of that matare which abound in the Highlends; and,
though no one fact was %0 well vouched as i command 115
pavtwenlar beliel, be hudd that the thing was not Dopessble ;
and that the number of fusts allegrd formed & favoursble pre-
mptoN.

¢ No human bin g 3 pmfect n any thing  ¢thd mind whith
19 hilled with yust devotron s ap to dnk inw syperdtition ; anidy
on the gther hatd, the punius which detects holy impositian
frequently shides anto presuniptuous mfidelity.” v

Thus abruptly ends a paper wlugh every reader will wish
had een longer.—-C.

No, V

ACCOUNT OF THE BSCAPE OF THY YOUNG PREs
1ENDER, DRAWN UP BY MR. BOSWELL.

[See ante, p. 908.]

Bupicr Cuasncas Bowann, after the battle of Cullader; wis
convayed to what i4 salled the Tomg Tshind, where be loy S
some use omotaled, Bt intelligente hawing been qlisadred
vehere 1o wem 408 & tosdiver of troope lawving adng
Trimmy It hsanma shiolytbly nedessiry Sor Wi ¢ guit thep

B
i
%
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Whes Kingsburgh approsshed, he staried up, sad advansed,
wm.wmmk.mdhmﬁ wady to
kuock him down, till he said, “X am q

Hhaaygh, cometo serve your Highnes.” The wanderor answered,
4 Jtis well,” and wiss satisBed with the plan,

party of soldiers to watch for Prince Churies in eave of huy fye
tag w the {sde of Sky. She afetwards often Inughed in goodd
humoabr with this gentlenan on her having e well deceived
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cross.  The wanderer, forgeiting his sssusned eex, that his
dlothes might not he wet, reld them ap § gront desd too Bigh
Kingwburgh moentioned this to him, observing, it might mndke a
discovery. Hu anid he would be mora earfl for the future,
THe wan as good a3 his word ; for the néx1 bwook they crowed,
he did not hold up his viothes at all, but let thew Hout; wpon
the watér, He was very awkward in his fermle dress.  His
sivo was 80 lavge, and his strides so great, that sume womlen
whom they met reported that they had seen a very big wonian,
who looked like » raan in women's elathes, and that perlings it
was (us they eapressed themselves) the Prinig after whont so
fouch search was thuking.

At Kingsbutgh he met with 2 most dordinl reeeptions setmed
gay ot supper, and afeor & indulgged himeelfin & oheerfin glass
with ‘his worthy liost.  As he had not bad his clothes off for s
Tong time, the epifort of & good bed was highly relished by
him, and he slept soundly ull next day 4t ane o'elock.

Tiw: mistrean of Corrichatachin sold me thut 4u the favenoin
she went, inta her father’s rovm, who was alse in hed, and supw

yopose hirhself after Lis fatigues! and as for me, T cire net,
though they take off' this old gwey Liead ten or cleven yowry
sooner than 1 should die in the coursd of nature.®  He thed

SiADY b sty watded in 81, Jis
X it cho inproduon by tvay uf; you, 4o puk
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word !"  Kingsburgh kept the shoes as Jong as he lived, After
his death; a xealous Jucybigr gentlemsn gave twenty guineas
for them.

Old Mrs. Macdonald, nfter her guest had left the hous,
took the sheets in which he had Jain, folded them carefully, and
charged her daughte that they should be kept wnwashed, and
that, when she died, her body should be wrapped in themn as a
winding sheet.  ler will was 1cligiomly obwerved.

Upon the rond to Purtree, Prinee Charles changed hin dross
and put on ran's clothes again; a tartan shurt coat and
waisteoat, with philibeg and short hoxe, a plaid, and o wig amd
bonndt.

M. Douald M¢Donald, culled Domald Koy, had been sent
wxpress to the present lnird, who was at that time at his wustor's
hause, nbout thig ¢ miles from Portree, attending his brothes,
Dr, Macleod, who was recovering of & wound he had recerved
at the battle of Culloden.  Mr. M<Donald rommunicated w
soung Rasay the plan of cooveymg the wanderer to when: old
Rasay was; bLut was told that old Husay had fAed to Knoi-
durt, a part of Glengarry’s estate. There was then & dilemna
what should he done.  Donald Roy proposed that he should
winduet the wanderer to the main Jand; but young Aassy
thaught it too dangerous at that ting, and said it would be
Letter 10 concenl him in the island of Rusay, till old Rasuy
rould he inforined where he wus, and give bis advice what was
hest.” Rut the dafticulty wep, how to get Lim to Rusay.  They
could not tsust 4 Turtree crew, and all the Rasay boats had
been destroyed, or earricd off by the mbitary, exeept two
Lelonging to Malcolm M:Leod, which he had concealed some-
where,

Dr, Muclessd being informed of this difficulty, said he would
risk his life ungk mare for an-c Charles ; and it having ooe
eqrred, thay t!me was a little bout upon a froshwater lake in
#e neighbouchond, young Rnsay end Dr. Macleod, with the
"belp of somp women, brought it to the sea. by extraordinary

‘m; Highland snile of land, one hall' of which
wan bog' and he other & steap precipice,
L]



ESCAPE OF PRINCE CHARLES EDWARD. $38

* These gallant brothérs, with the assistance of* dne htﬂe wa.
rowed the small boat to Rasay, wheld they were to endedvous
to find Captain M¢Leod, ns Muleolm was then,called, and gex
one of his good boats, with whish they might retarn to Port.
vee, and receive the wanderer ; or, in casg of not finding him,
they were to make the small boat sfm'e. thongh the danger
was considerable.

Fortunately, on their first landing, they found their consio
Malcolm, who, with the utmost alacrity, got ready oneé of his
boats, with two strong men, John M:Konzie and Donald
M:Friar. Malcolm, being the oldest man, and most cautions,
said, that as young Rusny had not hitherto appeared in the
unfortunate busines, be ought not to run any risk ; but that
Dr. Macleod and Litmself, wha were already publicly éhgaged,
should go o1 this expedition. Young Rasay®answered, with
an oath, that he would go at the ritk of bis life and fortune.
s In God's name then,” said Malcolm, *let us proceed.” The
two boatmen, however, now stopped short, till they should be
informed of their destination; and M:Kenzie declared he
would not move an oat' till he knew where they weee going.
Upon which they were buth sworn to seerecy 3 and the busj-
ness being imparted to them, they were eager to pyt off 16 sea
without luss of time.  The boat soon landed about half a mile
from the inp at Portree.

Al thix was negotinted bufore the wanderer got forward to
Torsree.  Malcolm Maclead and WhisFyiar were. despatehed
to Iook for him.  In a dhort time he] ed, and went  into
the public house. Here Dumuld Koy, whom he bad seen at
Mughtut, received him, and informed,, hm uf what had been
concertod,  He wanwed sitver for a ¥he Jandlord
had only thirteen shillings, He was 5oi . Arcept of this
for his guinea; tut Donald Roy very judmmﬂym,
that it would discover bim to be surhe great man; %o bie di-,
* sisted,  He slipped out of the housy, leaving his M
tress, whom lie nevei-again siw ; ahd Mudeolm Liond vii,
presented to ‘him wmm;-;w:«ha my
Ymg}iamymﬂ g1 Mmhodhndwaiwd.in siF
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aoxiety, fo the boat. When he came, their names were ane
noumeed to m  Ile wdul not permut the usual cercmonies
of pespect, but caloted them as his equals.

Douaki Roy stasd i Sky, to be 1 readiness to get intele
ligene, and guve an alarm i case the troops should divover
the retreat to Ranay , shd Prince Chirles wen then conveyed
m a boat to that sland m the mght.  The skpt a hittle upon
the pasage, and they landcd about daybreah.  There was
some difhculty m accotmiradating Juar wath s lod,ing, o¢ dmost
all the housts m the sland had been burnt by the soldiery,
They repaired to a httle hut, which some shephords hud latcly
built, and having preparcd it as well as they eould and made
8 bed of beath for the stranger, they kiwudled a tne, and par.
took of sme provisions which had Ixen wnt with um fim
Kingshurgh  # was obscrved, thit he would not tastc w heat=
Yread, or brandy, while eat-bread and whisky lasted, ©for
these,” sard he, “ are my own country biead and dink * This
was very engaging to the Iligblauders,

Young Ruasay being the only person of the comy any that
durst appear with safity, be went i quest of sometlong f1esh
1y them to eats hut though he war amudst hug osu cows,
sheep, and goats, he could not venture to take any of thcm for
tear of & discovery, but wis obliged to supply hun ¢it by
stealth  He therefine enught s kid and brousht it to the but
m his plaad, and 1t was killed and drossed, and finowhed them
a menl which they relnhcd much.  Lin distressed w andera,
whose heslth was now a good deal tmpurcd by hunger, fati e,
and watching, slept a long tine, bat sceand to be freauently
disturbed. Malcolm told me be would stat from broken
slumber, and spenk to himself §u diffiient languages, Freneh,
Itahian, and Eagluh. 1 must howeeer acknowledge, that it 1«
Inghly probable that my worthy friend Maloolm did not know
progisely the difference between Paonch and Tialian.  One of
*O&M in Enghsh waw “ O God' pour Scutland *
~ ‘While they were i the but, M‘Kouze and M 1riar, the
thro boatmen, wern placed as tuntinels upon diffocut emi-
nevces; and onc day an incident hoppened, which must not
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be omitted. There was & man wandering about the islarid,
selling tobacco.™ Nohody knew biin, and Yie was euspected to
be aspy. M<Kenzie came running to the hut, end told us that
this suspaeted person was approaching. Upon which the three
gendeman, young Rasay, Dr. Macleod, gnd Mualcolm, held a
council of ‘war upon him, and were Gnanimously of opinion
that he should instantly be put to death. Prince Charles, av
once assuming o grave and even severe courntenance, said, # God
forbid that we should take away a man's life, whe may be .
innocent, while we can preserve our own." The gentlemen
bawever persisted in their resolution, while he as strenuousty
vontinued to take the mereifol side. John M:Kenzie, who
sat watching at the door of the hut, and overheard the debate,
sid in Erse, “« Woll, well; he wuust be shot.  You are the
king, but we are the parliament, and will do whut we choose.”
Pemee Charles, secing the gentlemen smile, asked what the
man had said, and being told it in English, be observed thax
he was a elever fellow, and, notwithsganding the perilous situ-
ation in which he was, lsughed loud and heartily. Luckily
the anknown person did not perceive that there were poople in
the hut, at least did not come to it,’ but walked on past it,
unknowing of his risk. It was afterwards found out that he
was one of the Highland army, who was himsclf in danger.
Had he come to them, they were resolved to despatch him
for, as Maleolm said to me, ¢ We could not keep him with us,
and we durst not Jet him go. 1n#uch a situation, I would
have shot my brother, if I had not been sure of hims”  John
M*Kenzie was at Rasay's house when we were thera, (1)
About. cighteen years before he hurt one of his logs white
dancing, and being obliged to have it cut off} he was now
going abeut with & wooden leg. The story of his being o
member of parliament is not yet forgotten. I topk -him out a
litths way from the houge, gave him a shilling to drink- Rmy s
Liealth, and led him fite a detail of the pardoulars which I
have just remad. Wuh Tess ﬁamdamu, some wmcu fwro
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!.mell the wdea of a parli t, end of the Bnush constitution,
ity mda and early timed 61 was curions to¥know if he had
venlly haprd, or vnderstood, any thing of that subject, which,
_bad be been a greater man, would probably have been ¢agerly
mm‘ained. % Whyy Joht,” said I, « did you think the king
should be contrulled by*a parliament?”  3le answered, « I
thaught, Sir, there were many voices ngaiust one.”

The cunversation then turning on the times, the wanderer
said, © t, to he sure, the life he had led of late was a very
bard or«, but he would rather live in the woy he now did,
for . years, than fall iuto the hands of bis enemies. The
gentivmen asked him, what he thought his encmies would do
with kim, should he have the misfortune to fall into their
bands. e suid, he did not believe they would dare tahe
his life publiclyy but he dreaded being privately destroyed by
poison or assassination, He was very particular in his in-
quiries about the wound which Dr. Macleod had received i
the battle of Culloden, from a ball which entered at one shoul
der, and went across to the other.  The doctor bappened stil:
10 have on the coat which he wore ou that occasion. He
spentioned, that be himselt had his horse sbot under him at
Culloden ; that the bsll bit the borse about wo inchex from
his kuee, and made him so unruly that he was obliged to
change hirs for another. e threw vut some reflections on
the conduet af the disastrous uffair at Celloden, saying, how-
ever, that perhags it waserash i bim to dose. I am now
canvinced that his suspicions were groundless ; for 1 bave had
a good deal of conversation upon the subjuct with my very
worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumisden, who was
under secretary to Prinee Charles, and aftogwards principal
secretary to his father at Home, who, he essured me, was per-
foctly satisfied both of the abiljties and honour of the generals
who commanded the Highland army on that cceasion. Mr.
Lumisden has written an agoount of’ the three battles in

*1445-6, ut ance ageurnte ang chissical.  Talking of the differ-
ent Highhnd corps, the gmtlmn who were prevent wished to
bave his opinion which were. tho" best soldiers. He said, he
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did not like comparisons mong.ﬂpoeoorps they were all
best.

He told his conductors, he did not think it advisable to re-
main long in any one place; and that he expected a French
ship to come for him to Lochbroom, among the Mackenzies. 1t
then was proposed to carry him in one of Malcolm's boats Lo
Lochbroom, though the distance was fifieen leagués ooastwisc.
But he thought this would be too dangerous, and desired that,
at any rate, they might first endeavour to obtain intelligence.
Upon which yvung Rasay wrote to his friend, Me. M<Kensie of
Applecross, but received an answer, that there was no appear-
ance of any French ship.

It was whercfore resoived that they should return to Sky,
which they did, and landed in Strath, where thay reposed in a
cow-house belonging to Mr. Niccolson of Scorbreck. The
zea was very rough, and the boat took in & good deal of water.
The wenderer asked if there was danger, as he was not used wo
such a vessel. Upon being told there was not, he sung an
Erse song with much vivacity. He had by this time acquired
a goad dval of the Erse language.

Young Rasay was now despatched to where Donakd Rop
was, that they might get all the intelligence they could, and
the wanderer, with much earnestness, charged Dr. Macleod
to have a boat ready, at a certain place about seven miles off;
as he said he intended it should carry him upon a matter of
great consequence ; and gave the dSctor 2 case (), containing
a silver spoon, knife, and fork, saying, ¢ Keep you that till 1
se¢ you,” which the Doctor understood to be two days from.
that time. But all these orders were only blinds; for he had
another plan in his head, but wisely thought it safest to trust
his secrets to no more persons than was absolutely nocessary.
Heving then desired Malecolm t walk with him a little way
from the house, he soon opened his mind, saying, *“I deliver

g‘) The case with che sliver cpoon‘::xfk, and fork, given by the Che.

valier to Dr. ds of Mary, ly Clerk of Pen-
&ycu ':o uysmpmnm.,'m ghh prosent Majesty, his visit

em, 1 4 (] U W “.0
Scotland in 1822.—WaLTRR L
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myself to you. Condult Jne 1o the Laird of M‘Kinnou's
country.” Maleolm objected that it was very dingerous, as so
roany parties of soldiers were in motion. He answered,  There
is nothing now to be done without danger.” He then said,
that Malcolm must & ghe master, and be the servant; so he
took the bag, in which his linen was put up, and carried it on
his shoulder ; and observing that his aaistcoat, which was of
scarlet tartan, with a gold twist button, was finer than Mal-
colm’s, which was of a plain ordinary tartan, he put on Mal-
colm’s waistcoat, and gave him his; remarking at the same
time, that it did not look well that the servant should be vetter
dressed than the master.

Malcolm, though an excellent walker, found himself excelled
by Prince Cba_r.les, who told him he should not much mind the
parties that were looking for him, were he once but a musquei-
shot from them ; but that he was somewhat afraid of the IHigh-
landers who were against him. He was well used to walking
in Italy, in pursuit of game; and he was even now so keen
sportsman that, having observed some partridges, he was going
to take a shot; but Maloolm cautioned him against it, obscrs-
ing that the firing might be heard by the tenders whe were
hovering upon the eoast.

As they proceeded through the mountains, taking many a
cireuit to avoid any houses, Maleolm, to try his resolution,
ssked him what they dhould do, should they fall in with a party
of soldiers: he answered! « Fight, to be sure!” Having
asked Malcolm if he sbould be known in his present dress, and

..Muleolm having replied he would, he said, « Then Il blacken
wmy face with powder.” ¢ That,” said Maleolm, * would dis-
cover you at onoce.” ¢ Then,” said he, « I must be put in the
greatest dishabille possible.®  So he pulled off his wig, tied a
handkerchief round his head, dnd put his nighteap over it, tore

he ruffies from his hirt, took the buckles out of his shoes, and .

nade Malcolm fasten them with strings; but still Malcolmn
sought he would be known, ¢ I have s0 odd a face,” said he,
hat no man ever saw me but he would know me again.”

He seemed unwilling to give credit tg the horrid narrative
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of men being massacred in cold bloodf after victory had declared
for the army commanded by the ®Duke of Cumberland. = He
could not allow himself to think that a general could be so
barbarous.

When they came within two nules @f M‘Kinnon’s house,
Maleolm asked if he chose to see the Jaird. « No,” said he,
“ by no means. I know M‘Kinnon to be as good and as
honest & man as any in the world, but he is not fit for my pur-
pose at present.  You must conduct me to some other house;
but let it be a gentleman’s house.” Malcolm then determined
that they should go to the house of his brother-in-law, Mr,
John M*Kiunon, and from thence be conveyed to the main
Jand of Scotland, and claimn the assisnce of Maedonald of
Scothouse. ‘The wandcrer at first objected o this, hecause
Scothouse was cousin to a person of whom hé had suspicions.
But he acquicsced in Maleolm's opinion.

When they were near Mr. John M‘Kinnon’s house, they
met a man of the name of Ross, who had becn a private soldier
in the Highland army. He fixed his eyes steadily on the wan-
derer in his disguise, and having at once recognised him, he
clapped his hands, and exclaimed, « Alas! is this the case3”
Finding that there was now a discovery, Malcolm asked,
“ What’s to be done?” ¢ Swear him to seerecy,” answered
Prince Charles. Upon which Malcolm drew his dirk, and
on the naked blade made him take a solemn oath, that he
would say nothing of bis having®seen the wanderer, till his
escape should be made publie.

Malcolm's sister, whose house they reached pretty carly in
the morning, asked him who the person was that was along
with him. He said it was one Lewis Caw, from Criefl, who,
being a fugit.ve like himself, for the same reason, he had en~
gaged Lim as his scrvant, but that he had fallen sick. ¢ Poor
man!” said she, I pity him. At the same time my heart
warms to a man of his appearance.” Her hushand was gonea
little way from home ; but was expected every minute to return.
8he set down to her brother a plentiful Highland breakfast,
Prince Charles acted the servant very well, sitting at a respeet~
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ful distance, with his bc inet off. Malcoln then said to him,
« Mr. Csw, you have as much need of this as I have; there is
enough for us both: you had better draw nearer and share with
me.” Upon which he rose, made a profound bow, sat down at
table with his suppo ed master, and eat very heartily. After
this there came in an old woman, who, after the mode of sn-
eient hospitality, brought warm water and washed Malcolm’s
feet. He desired her 1o wash the feet of the poor man who
attended him.  She at first seemed averse to this, from pride,
as thinking him beneath her, and in the periphrastic Janguage
of the Highlanders and ' « Irish, said warmly, « Though I
wash your father's son's feet, why should I wash his father's
son’s feet 2" She was however, persuaded to do it.

They then went to bed, and slept for some time; and when
Malcolm awaked, he was told that Mr. John M<Kinnon, his
brother-in-law, was in sight. He sprang out to talk to him
before he should see Prince Charles. After saluting lim,
Malcolm, pointing to the ses, said, « What, John, if the prince
should be prisoner on buard one of those tenders?” « God
forbid ! ” replied John. « What if we had him here?” said
Maleolm. « I wish we had,™ answered John; *we should
take care of him.” ¢ Well, John,” said Malcolm, « he is in
your house.” John, in s transport of joy, wanted to run di-
rectly in, and pay his obeisance; but Malcolm stopped him,
saying, “ Now is your time to behave well, and do nothing
that can discover him.” Joan composed himself, and having
sent away all his servants upon different errands, he was intro-
duced into the presence of his guest, and was then desired to
pmdgﬂrﬂtbod!ﬁngmhuhmqvmeh,though
but a small lesliy e, they resolved to take, rather than go to
the Laird of M@innon. John M<Kinnon, however, thought
otherwise ; atid upon his return®told them, that his chief and
Lady M¢Kinnon were coming in the laird's boat. Frince
Charles said to his trusty Maloolm, 4 I am sorry for this, but
must miake the best of it.” M<‘Kinnon then walked up from
the shore, and did homege to the wanderer. nuhdy-md
in & cave, to which they all repaired, and were eutertained with
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cold meat and wine. Mr. Malcoly Kfacleod being now super-
seded by the Laird of M¢Kinnon, desired leave to return, which
was granted bim, and Prince Charles wrote a short note, which
he subscribed James Thompson, informing his friends that he
had got away from Sky, and thanking,ti®m for their kindness;
and he desired this might be speedily conveyed to young Rasay
and Dr. Macleod, that they might not wait longer in expect-
ation of secing himn again., Ide bade a cordial adicu $p Mal-
colns, and insisted on his aceepting of a silver stock-buckle, and
ten guineas from his purse, though, as Malcolm told me, it did
not appear to contain ahove forty. Malcolm at first begged to
be excused, saying, that he had a few guineas at his service;
but Prince Charles answered, « You will have need of muoney :
1 shudl get enough when J come upon the maip land.”

The Laird of M<Kinnon then conveyed him to the opposite
coast of Knoidart. Old Rasey, to whom intelligence had been
sent, was crussing at the same time to 8ky; but as they did
not know of each other, and each had apprebensions, the two

huats kept aloof.
These are the particulars which I bave collected concerning
the extraordinary tment and escapes of I'rince Charlds,

in the Hebrides. e was often in imminent danger. The
troops traced him from the Long Island, across Sky, to Tort-
ree, but there lost him.

e e e n

Here I stop, — baving reccived no farther auwthentic infore
mation of his fatigues and perils before he escaped to France.
Kings and subjects may both take a lesson of moderation from
the n.slancnoly fate of the house of Stuart ; that kings may mot,
suffer degradation and exile, anfl subjects may not be harassed
by the evils of a disputed succession.

Let me closc the scene on that unfortunate house with the
elegant and pathetic reflections of Voltaire, in his Histoire
Générale.

« 2ue les hommes privds,™ says that brillisnt writer, speaking

VOLs 1V. A A
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of Prince Charles, “ qui s, croyent malheureuy, jettent les yeux
sur ce prince et ses aucétres.

In another place he thus sums up the sad story of the family
in general :—
“q n'y a aucun txemple dans I'histoire @'une maison si
longtems infortunée. Le premier des Rois d’Ecosse, qui eut
" Ie nom de Jacques, aprds avoir 6té dix-hnit ans prisonnier en
Angleterre, monrat sssassiné, avec pa femmé, par la main de
ses sujets.  Jacques 1T. son tils, fut tué & vingt-neuf aus cu
comb.ttant contre les Anglais. Jacqnes I11. mis en prison
par son peaple, fut tué ensuite par les revoltés, dans une
bataille.  Jueques IV. périt dans un combat gu'il perdit
Marie Stuart, sa petite fille, chassbe de son trone fugitive en
Angleterre, ayapt langui dix-huit ans en prnson, se vit con-
damnée 4 mort par des juges Angluis, et eut la téte trunchée.
Charles 1. petit fila de Marie, Roi d'Ecosse et d’Angleterre,
vendu par les Ecossois, et jugé & mort par les Anglais, moura,
eur un échaffunt dans la place publique. Jacques, son fils,
septidme du nom, et deuxi¢me en Angleterre, fut chassé de ses
trois royaumes; et pour cowmble de malhenr on contesta & son
fils sa naissance; Je fils ne tenta de remonter sur le trone de
ses pores, que pour fuire périr ses amis par des bourreanx ; et
nous avons vu le Prince Charles Rdouard, réunissant en vain
les vertus de sca peres, et fe conrage du Roi Jean Scbioski, son
aycu’ materscl, exéeuter les exploits et essuyerles malbeurs les
plus incroyubles. 8i queldue chose justifie ceux qui eroyeut
une fatalité & laquelle rien ne pent se soustraire, c'cst cotte
saite continuelle dé malheurs qui 8 persécuté la maison de
Stuart, pendant plus de trois cent années.”—B.

[

The foregoing account is by no means so full, or so curious,
a8 might have been expected from Mr. Boswell's activity of
inquiry, and his means of information, It relates only to a

.Jerw daye of the Pretender's adventures, which, however, lasted
Jive mbaths, Bven of Miss Flors Macdonald it tells less than
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bad been already in print forty ygars before Mr. Boswell's
publication. 1t does not say wh®she was, nor when she met
the prince, nor why she was selected or induced to interfere,
and, in short, tells as little as possible of her personal share in
the events.  We should particularly havg liked to know, frows
her own report, the particulars of herfexamination and recep~
tion in London. The reader who may be curious to know
mare of the details of the Pretender's escape, will find them in
the Gentleman's Magnzine for 1747, pp. 531, 638. ; in the little
volume before referred to, called Ascanius; and in a Journai
in the second volume of the Lockhart Papers. — C.

END OF*THE FOURTH VULUME





















