
 

Monthly​ ​Report,​ August 2025 

Programs 

Wikipedia Student Program 

Summer 2025 in numbers: 

●​ 19 courses were live on the 
dashboard. 

●​ 369 students were enrolled in a 
Wikipedia assignment. 

●​ Students added 179,000 words 
and 1,330 references to 
Wikipedia. They contributed to 
255 articles and created 44 new 
entries. 

Fall 2025 in numbers: 

●​ 304 courses were live on the dashboard. 
●​ 1,190 students were enrolled in a Wikipedia assignment. 
●​ Students added 1,690 words and 22 references to Wikipedia across 45 articles. 

August is a transition month for us at Wiki Education as we switch from the Summer term to our 
Fall cohort of students. Summer students wrapped up their projects, as our Fall classes got 
underway. While many of our fall classes don't begin until September, a number of them already 
introduced their Wikipedia projects at the end of the month and students began to enroll on the 
Dashboard as the first step in their Wikipedia journey. 

August is a very busy month for the Student Program team. It's when most of our classes come 
on board, keeping the recruitment and outreach staff on their toes. While some classes don't 
begin until September, many begin right at the end of August. In response to faculty feedback, 
we began running our video tutorial sessions for faculty earlier than we have in the past. Senior 
Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal, along with Wikipedia Experts Brianda Felix and Ian 
Ramjohn, hosted two sessions at the end of the month focusing on the beginning stages of the 
Wikipedia assignment. Both sessions were well-attended! 

In August, Helaine also ran a roundtable session at H-Net's Virtual Teaching conference. In this 
session, Helaine was joined by Rachel Miller of CSU-Sacramento, Dean Allbritton of Colby 
College, and David Peña-Guzmán of San Francisco State University, as they discussed the 
Wikipedia assignment in the broader context of the Humanities. 

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/summer_2025/programs
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/fall_2025/programs


Scholars & Scientists Program 

Courses in progress: 

●​ APS-9: Our quantum-themed APS course continues. Check out some early edits on 
Dynamic decoupling and Quantum key distribution. We continue to be excited for 
more edits to be published. 

●​ 250 by 2026-4: These 18 participants are starting to make an impcat on Wikipedia. 
Although this course has a few weeks left, you can already see how their expertise is 
improving some state-specific articles: Hall of State, also known as the State of Texas 
building, a famous Art Deco building, and Jeannette Piccard, a balloonist, whose 
Good Article saw some key updates from our course participants. 

Communications 

Blog posts: 

●​ Reflections on Spring 2025 (August 8, 2025) 
●​ Filling the gaps: Why my students work with Wikipedia (August 15, 2025) 
●​ Shedding light on little-known snakes (August 22, 2025) 
●​ Gaps & Growth: Enhancing Latino/x/é and Latin American content on Wikipedia 

(August 26, 2025) 

External Press: 

●​ Wiki Scientist helps physicists build street cred on Wikipedia. Nyla Husain. APS 
News. (August 19, 2025) 

●​ Filling the gaps: Why my students work with Wikipedia. Dean Allbritton. New England 
Humanities Consortium News. (August 20, 2025) 

●​ Brock champions ethical educational technology use The Brock News. (August 26, 
2025) 

Developing content for Wikipedia Student Program instructor retention and recruitment continued 
to be a priority for Communications and Outreach Manager Colleen McCoy throughout August; 
she drafted emails for cold outreach and listservs, tailored messaging for segmented instructor 
groups, and texts to be shared by partner organizations via newsletters and social media. 
Additionally, Colleen analyzed the cold outreach engagement data from this fall 2025 recruitment 
cycle to assess the reliability of the data and the extent to which it reflects conversion trends, and 
supported Helaine with the programmatic emails sent to instructors, a collaboration which will 
continue throughout the term. 

Incorporating feedback from Wiki Education’s faculty advisory committee, instructors (via the 
module feedback form), and members of the Wikipedia community, Colleen led revisions to the 
new “Using generative AI tools with Wikipedia” student training module. She also worked with 
Senior Wikipedia Expert Ian Ramjohn in August to integrate new generative AI guidance 
throughout several existing student training modules. And as a historic kick off the new academic 
year of the Wiki Education Speaker Series, Colleen and discussion moderator LiAnna Davis, 
Chief Programs Officer and Deputy Director, teamed up to host the August 26 webinar “Gen AI 
and the Wikipedia Assignment: Challenges and Opportunities” – the best-attended Speaker 
Series event in Wiki Education history! 

 

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/American_Physical_Society/APS_Wiki_Scientists_9_(Summer_2025)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/American_Physical_Society/APS_Wiki_Scientists_9_(Summer_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=964363372
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/American_Physical_Society/APS_Wiki_Scientists_9_(Summer_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=383603536
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-4_(Summer_2025)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-4_(Summer_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=962918549
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-4_(Summer_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=962918549
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-4_(Summer_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=52716604
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/08/08/reflections-on-spring-2025/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/08/15/filling-the-gaps-why-my-students-work-with-wikipedia/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/08/22/shedding-light-on-little-known-snakes/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/08/25/gaps-growth-enhancing-latino-x-e-and-latin-american-content-on-wikipedia/
https://www.aps.org/apsnews/2025/08/wiki-scientist-helps-physicists-wikipedia/
https://nehc.edu/2025/08/20/filling-the-gaps-why-my-students-work-with-wikipedia/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2025/08/brock-champions-ethical-educational-technology-use/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaCXBLczmmc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaCXBLczmmc/


Advancement 
Kathleen Crowley, Director of Donor Relations, has worked with Errika Moore, the Executive 
Director of the STEM Funders Network, and Brianda Felix, Wikipedia Expert, to get in alignment 
on the needs for hosting a Power of Positive Influence webinar for members of the STEM 
Funders Network set to take place on September 23rd. Kathleen met with Rare As One Network 
officers to discuss recruitment for a Wiki Scientists course in the fall about expanding the 
coverage of rare diseases on Wikipedia. We learned this month from the Simons Foundation that 
they cannot provide the level of funding that we need to pull off a "Communicating Science on 
Wikipedia" 10-year celebration as an in-person conference. Kathleen drafted and submitted a 
proposal for 2026 funding from the Broadcom Foundation for continued support to add and 
improve biographies of notable women and people of color in the STEM fields. She also sent a 
shortened one-page bulleted summary of our progress to date on our 2025 project. Kathleen 
reviewed drafts of the ARDC Foundation, Spencer Foundation, and the Change Happens 
Foundation from Lauren Batten, Senior Institutional Giving Officer. Kathleen spent time drafting a 
letter of inquiry to the Bernard & Audre Rapoport Foundation for general operating support and a 
final grant report to the Guru Krupa Foundation for their previous support of the Communicating 
Science initiative in the Wikipedia Student Program. She put Wiki Education on the Horne Family 
Foundation's waitlist, with a short summary of our work, for an invitation to submit a proposal for 
continued support of environmental topics within the Communicating Science initiative. 

Lauren Batten, Senior Institutional Giving Officer, continued outreach to new prospective 
Foundations and also completed follow-up to previously contacted Foundations. Lauren had 
phone call and Zoom conversations with grantmakers from Virginia Humanities, the Stuller 
Family Foundation, the Spencer Foundation, the Richard S. Reynolds Foundation, the Sorenson 
Legacy Foundation, the Helen Frankenthaler Foundation, and the Vilcek Foundation. Of these, 
the Spencer Foundation, the Sorenson Legacy Foundation, and the Vilcek Foundation are most 
aligned for funding opportunities. Lauren prepared grant application materials for the Spencer 
Foundation for a research project (in collaboration with Princeton University and the University of 
Mississippi) and the Change Happens Foundation for general operating support. Lauren 
submitted a Wikipedia Student Program Communicating Science grant application to Amateur 
Radio Digital Communications (ARDC), but it was rejected as the Foundation wanted courses 
more specific to digital communications. Lauren is preparing grant application materials for the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (in collaboration with the University of Virginia - Data Science) 
and the Council on Library and Information Resources (in partnership with the University of 
Michigan - Archives and Eatonville, FL Archives) which will be due in October 2025. Lauren is 
also interested in pursuing funding for a faculty learning community group through a new Open 
Philanthropy call for submissions. 

Technology 

August was the final stretch of Abhishek Das's Outreachy internship, which was focused on 
improving the performance of slow routes on Programs & Events Dashboard. Earlier this year, 
we deployed a major change to the Dashboard's edit tracking and statistics architecture, which 
unblocked a critical bottleneck for tracking huge numbers of Wikidata edits — which was causing 
update delays for the whole system, frequent downtime, and frustration among program leaders 
who couldn't get statistics for their highly-active Wikidata initiatives. This architecture change was 
a huge step forward, but did not completely eliminate downtime as hoped — mainly because of 
pages and features on the web frontend couldn't handle the larger-than-ever lists of edited pages 
for the Wikidata projects that were now being processed successfully. Abhishek's work 



addressed the most impactful of these newly-important frontend performance issues, and as of 
writing this, it's been more than a month since the last indicent of downtime! He wrote a great 
blog post summarizing his internship experience. 

Chief Technology Officer Sage Ross focused on exploring incidents of generative AI usage by 
Wikipedia Student Program participants, and evaluating the effectiveness of the AI detection 
service Pangram for potential use during the Fall 2025 term to detect AI text dumps as they 
happen. 

Finance & Administration 

The total expenditure for the month of August was $169K, ($18K) under the budget of $187K. 
Fundraising was under ($1K) by underspending ($1K) in payroll. General & Administrative were 
over +$8K due to overspending +$1K in meetings and +$1K in indirect expenditures. Programs 
were under ($25K) due to accruing $10K of software over the year, underspending ($11K) in 
payroll, ($2K) in professional services and ($2K) in travel. 

 

The Year-to-date expenditures were $362K, ($36K) under the budget of $398K. Fundraising was 
under by ($3K), underspending ($2K) on payroll and ($1K) in indirect expenditures. General & 
Administrative were over +$21K due to overspending +$24K on meetings (of which $10K were 
slated in June 2025) and +$2K in indirect expenditures while underspending ($1K) on payroll and 
($4K) in taxes. Programs were under ($54K) comprised of underspending ($20K) in professional 
services, ($13K) in payroll, ($9K) in software accrual, ($8K) in travel, ($2K) in marketing and 
($2K) in indirect expenditures. 

 

 

 

 

https://medium.com/@abishekdascs/final-report-a-journeys-end-904bf01966de


 
 

*     *     * 
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