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Me, Faji in Light and Shade

Srd Series.

Introduction.

It was generally said of old that Mt. Fuji
1s only to be viewed, not to be climbed.
However, the grace and grandeur of Mt. Fuji
can only be truly appreciated by climbing
her. Climbing Mt. Fuji makes a deep im-
pression on our spirit, health and culture.

To Japanese, the climbing of Mt. Fuji is
a test of the condition of their health.

Nothing more need be said about climb-
ing in summer. It is a common experience.
Only few have attempted to climb in winter.
For appreciating the mysterious and stern
spirit of the mountain we think there is
nothing better than a winter ascent.

Climbing in Summer and Winter.

1. Umagaeshi (the Yoshida route).

Of the several routes the Yoshida route is the
best in the facilities and pleasures it provides for
the ascent. The name * Umagaeshi” means ¢ the

1



sending back of the horses’. Nowadays we can
reach this point by motor-car and then climb on
horseback to the fifth stage. Upon reaching Uma-
gaeshi most mountaineers, first of all, retigchten the
braid of their straw-sandals and for the first time
feel in a climbing humour.

Date: 7th August 1930, seven o’clock, «. m.

2. Morning on the Mountain (the ninth stage).

As we stand at the ninth stage and wait for
the sun rising the ringing of bells and a chorus of
prayer, *Rokkon Shgjo”, (meaning the cleansing
the heart from sin by the spirit of the mountain)
resound through the heaven. As the eastern sky
turns gray we behold the sun rising calmly and
below can be seen only the drifting clouds. We are
impressed by the calm atmosphere.

Date: 6th August 1931, five o’clock, a. m.

3. The Seventh Stage of the Northern Roule (alt.
3500 metres).

Having passed the fifth stage we seem to be
walking through air far above earth. No peak is
visible anywhere. We see only the queer clouds
coming and going before our eyes. We perceive the

v

oreat height of the mountain and seem to tread on

enchanted ground.

Date: 13th August 1928, six o’clock, p. m.

4. Mt. Mishimadake (in winter).

Having reached the summit from the Gotem?a
route we turn to the left, and soon rez}ch N t
Mishimidake. The rugged rocks ylere seem mdescn}
bably terrible, being covered with several f'ect 0
snow. Passing over that white curve W€ make our

way silently for Mt. Kengamine.

Date: 6th February 1932, nine o’clock, a.m.

5 Freezing on the Summit (in winter).

The rocks on the summit are covered with
frost and icicles hang from them deflected by t:"le
direction of the prevailing wind. We seem 10 Dhe

wandering in a crystal palace.

Date: 6th February 1932, ten o'clock, a. m.

6. Climbing up Mt. Kengamine (in winter).

Proceeding to the west from M. Mishlmadakc::,
e we are about to reach the summit

.; oint wher n
ey h a steep declivity.

of Mt. Kengamine we meet wil

3



Trusting ourselves to our snow-shoes and stock we
creep up slowly step by step. If a gust blows at
this moment, all is over.

Date: 29th January 1931, ten o’clock, a. m.

7. Morning at the Eighth Stage (in winter).

One place between the eighth stage of the
Yoshida route and the summit i1s deemed the most
dangerous for climbing in winter. With our bodies
bathed, as it were, in silvery light we climb the
steep declivity which seems as narrow as the edge
of a sword.

Date: 5th February 1932, nine o'clock, a. m.

8. Mt. Kengamine (alt. 3556 metres) (in winter).

On the summit of Mt. Fuj, as we reach the
crater’s edge we are conscious of the loftiness and
sublimity of the mountain. We view the silver
peaks ot the Southern Alps ranging far to the west
and to the south we see the foaming waves of the
long beach of Suruga Bay.

Date: 29th January 1931, half past nine o’clock, a. m.
9. The Eighih Stage of the Gotemba Route
(in winter).

T'his route 1s covered with abundance of snow
and naturally we are impressed by its grandeur and

!

expanse. We look down the great crater of Mt.
Hoeizan at our feet.

Date : 7th February 1932, two o'clock, p. m.

10. Climbing up from the Bottom of the Crater
(in winter).

Descending the crater which seems most
mysterious in winter, we climb Mt. Kengamine with
the body bathed in light. We are conscious of.the
solidity of the steep declivity which reflects bright

light.
Date : 6th Eebruary 1932, four o'clock, p. m.

THLE END
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LN AR L G§mn)
Umagaeshi (the Yoshida route).

2. B Iy o W uerB)

Morning on the Mountain (the
ninth stage),

3. dntA4H mmznoon
The Seventh Stage of the North-
ern Route (alt. 3500 metres).

4 = ) R )
Mt. Mishimadake (in winter),

5. T E O & )k (% %)

Freezing on the Summit (in win-
ter ).

6. &% 23
Climbing np Mt. Kengamine
(in winter).
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Morning st the Eighth Stage (i
winter ),

8. S48 (AP aumznnsn
Mt. Kengumine (alt. 3556 met-
res) (in winter).

9. ﬁl%*ﬂn ASH (% %)
The Eighth Stage of the Gotemba
Route (in winter).

10, KDY V82 (2%

Climbing up from the Botton of
the Crater éin winter ).
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6. fMrRopn
Climbing up Mt. Kengamine

(in winter ).
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