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INTERINATION AL MILITARY TRILU. AL FOR TEE Fak BaST

TH® UNITSD STATSS OF AMERICA, et al .

|

- VS ~

ARAXI, Sadao, et al
%’ sworn Depositioh
Deponent: CADA, Tadahlxo

Having first.duly sworn an oath as en the attached

sheet and 1in aoccordance wit" the precedure follewed 1n

my eeuntry, I hereby degosé as fellews:

ON THT *CEXT'G OF CONSTITUTIONAL GOVEIRNLENT IN TAOAN

e e W et —— - == = & e ¢ iy O S e = S A = o ——— . r— i o

1. As I have already stated in another aftfidavit,
I was a memser of the House of Renressntatives froii the
thirteenth year of Taisho (1924) to the twenty-flirst
year of Showa(l946) when the gensral election teok.
place. - Buring this period, I was the vice-speeker
F from February of the 11th year of Showa (1936)

to March of the ollaﬁ-kg'year, and speaker froun

April ef vhe 17thiyeef (1942) to April of the 20th,
year ef Shova (1945)
! I was appoinedd the elfare Minister of the

Suzflxi éabinet in April of the Same year and held the

pesition #111 Aumeust 15th of the same yecr.
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2. The oconstitution of eur country qstablishad
in the 22d year of Meiji (1289) provided that the laws
and budgets shall be passad by tﬁ? Diet, but it was
not declided whether the @abinet shall be constituted
by Jiet members or political perty members as in the
+oase in Englend, or whether the administrative end
legislative podies shall absolutely be kept @part,,
so far as their rc&peotiva functions were concerned as

in the United Stoctocs of America,

3. At first there was rsther a strife between
the administretiveé body and the Diet and the trend of
Oabinet in general was towards super-perty government.
From about the 3lst yesr of Meiji (1s98), the prineinle
ef pclitiocal party ocbinet began to be advoceted and
was practiced in é certaii form. It vias not, howsever,
un%il the 7th yeer of Taisho (1918) with the advent of
the HARKL, Seiyukai Cabinet that the pripoiple of perty
cabinet assumed somewhat & complete form and this
pelitical oustom dont;ﬁued until Muay of the 7th year
of Shewa (1932).

L. Fron the time ef ‘the SAITC Cebinet of 1932
until the beginning of the Pecifiec ar, each oabinet
was not a cabinet headsd by e party man, But during
thig time each cabinet approached the political
parties seeking their participation, and the politinal
perties agreed only on eondition fhbt their policies
would Be made the basic policies of the cabinet.

b “".l: ~ s e
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inte euch 6 eabinet they sent their strong

conseyuently,
of T X.JL.SEI, Korekiyo (former

members &8 in the case

prosidont of the SKIYUK. I) to tha S.ITO Gabinet and of

.‘-.*’.';'LCHID;'..,Ghuji (later-President of Minseito Perty)

te ﬁh@ 0K..D/. Cabinet.

G&binets had bsan {formed.
iod neithax tha perties nor the

Tn such & way theé successlve

It will be see€ln therefor €,

thet during this por

Piet remalined ~owerless OF disregerded the fuet that,

the wownfall of voth the H.JY..SHI Cabinet end ths iBE

cabinet wes cauced by the esnsure of the Dist will

make this stoTy conclusive.

TLo cadinets that came into existence dur ing this

period of ten years were the following glevan:

7th Year of Showa (163%)

£ JITO
CKAE:: ovh Yser of 1934 )
EIROT.. " 11th Year of gb 936)
v/ y;.6EI . 12th Yeaur ¢f phowa 1937)
. KO YOYE 12th YusI O ghowf(.LgB?)
HoR NUM.  14th Yeer of ? 1a(1939)
37 . 15th Yoar of 3 ovia (1940)
Yoo I 15th Year of showa (1540)

(Seeond) KMNCYEL 15th Year of shova (1940)

(Third) KOTCYT 1dth Year
16th Year of showa (1941)

of Showa(l94l )

TCID

Of these theé enl; militery offioars bsazides TOJO who

Premier were ILY.;SHI and BE, and even these

bucanms

E e
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tﬂb were not on the active list. The assertion that
militery officeis dominated politics during this peried

ic at varience with actuality.

5. The tarm."faudal olan™ (Ti: "F.MBhTJU“)‘hab
in use during MEITI Erea. This reiurxed to tha surviving
influence of the shicngsr olans that overthrew the
TOKUG. iy Shogunete, Duriné the ebove mentioned period,
from the 7th yesr of T. ILEC (1918) tntil the 7th year:
of SHG"(1932), however, this influence disappserad
owing to tha continuaticn of party %overnmunt. iwl-
theugh General T.:IX., Giichi once became the fremiar,
he was not on the active 1liet &t thbf time, &né took
effics as President of the SNITVK.I ené conss usnbly
sarried out the polioy of that political perty. 60

it is & grest error te censlder him to Ltve Been &

militaristic hasd. =

6. Tn 1940, th SEIVUK I, the ilinsvito end other politioal

partles weras, dissolved fer the time Welig witvh the
intent ion of cowmbining &ll ngﬁ politiocal pewers LY
bruaking the deadlock, whieh hed existud Up to that time.
simultencous with this, the nzw struvturs movemsnt first

' prope#sed Ly Prince XOFCYZD v.es lsunched. The eonfluence

¢ of this mqvemﬂnt end the politieel power resultud in

the formetion of thu so~called Imperial Rule L.t8lstence

/.sooistion. Trnis ~ssocictien is 10 npolitioal purty.
It made ite &im that all citizens of Japan should bs
its membe:r< bscoming 1tsclf rather & sup.lementary
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oppon@tion from the Rioct mﬁmbex;'who in 1942 orceted the
Imperial Rulc fLcsistance Pulitieal Party (YOKUS..T SEIJIKLI)
§y rccombining the pewers of the Pist. The prqgant I
depencnt was a member of this politiosl sssoelation,
The members of the Dist usud thair right ef veting - &
according to their conscience on the laws and budgets '
proposed in &:cordsnce with the provisions of the
gonstitution througn this Imgariél Ruls .ssistance gi
Politiocal Party, thero Weing no instancs when this i
right was suspendsd or limitsd by ths pswer of others. _ ;L

" mme fall of the TOJO Cebinet in July 1944 was the rssult
of %he dppositidn of the Dist. (End)

On shis 9th day of TebrMary 1947 et Tokyo.

(€ignwd) /s/ OK.Di., Yadahikd (Ssal)

On the sams Bete &na
at the sams plaes as abbve.

(oigned)/s/ YOLHLMITEU, Toshisaki

OCLTH
In aocordance »ith my ovonscience I swaer to tsll

trhe whole tr\ith vithholding nothing and adding nothLing.

(Signed) CK:D.., Tadehiko (Seal)
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