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The Japanese Embassy to the Department of State

No. 316

The Japanese Government has taken note of the Proclamation,
dated December 10, 1940, by the President of the United States of
America, governing the exportatiomr of iron and steel under the
provisions of Section 6 of the Act entitled, "An Act to expedite
the strengthening of the national defense," approved July 2, 1940,
and of the "White House announcement" of the sane date, stating in
part, that "licenses will be granted for exports to the British
Empire end Western Hemisphere, and for the present, so far as the
interests of the nstional defense permit, for exports to other
destinations in quentities approximating usual or pre-war exports."

The anforcement of the measure ordered by the President in
the Proclamation, especially when carried out in accordance with
the policy as announced -- that is, the granting of licenses for
exports exclusively to certain countries while subjecting exports
to other countries to the sonsiderations of "the interests of the
national Aefanze and to arhitrary guantitatlive Yipitations ~-
sonsticutes sn instapce of discriminsvory creatmant of countries in
the latter category, of which Japen, in considerstion of the volume
of her importetion in recent yeaers of the specified comrodities,
would be one of those most gravely affected.

The Japanese Government, which has had occasion to file
protests egainst discriminations embodied in previous Presidential
Proclamations, regulations, and announcements of administrative
policy governing the exportation of aviation gasoline and iron and
steel scrap, by the Japanese Ambassador's notes of sugust 3, 1940
and October 8 (7), 1940, respectively, is now constrained to pro-
test. under similar circumstances and for similar reassons, against
this fresh msasure of discrimination reviewed in the above,

(Washington), December 21, 1940
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