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HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 234
C/0 POSTMASTER SAN FR-NCISCO
INTERROGATION NOs 431 PLACEs TOKYO
(Jep Intell No 33 ) DATE: 20 November 1945

Divisicn of Origin: Jevenese Intelligence Seetion, G—2, USSBS.

Subjeet: Operaticnal Intelligence.

Person Interrogzted and Background:

Lt. Comd, T. SATAKS was essigned to the Communications Depart~—
ment of the Naval Genersl Staff in April 1941 znd scrved there
until the end of the war, exeept for & yeer (April 1943—Arril
1944) when he was hosvitallized for tuberculosis, Listed =g

cne of his dutice was "Pert of comrunication and intelligence
concerning U.S, "

Wherc Interviewed: Meiji ®uilding.
Interrogator: Lt. Comdr. T. M. CURTIS, USHR
Intcrpretert Lt. OTIS CARY, USHR
Allied Officers Present: None,

SUMMARY

Lt. Comdr. SATAKE discusses methods of communiceatinns analy~—
sis which produced information useful for cperaticns Planning.
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G1l. Deseribe the method of enalysis of commnicetions volume used
by the specizl sectirn of the Communiceti~ns Department.,

Ao IThis, I belleve ie the way it operates. This chert shows how
we were se$ up?
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The trensmiesicns were received ot OWADA and broken down Dy
arcee. One offlcer waes resvonsible for meking the enalysis of
trensmissions criginating in his area, but this men riay have up
to ten additionzl officers assisting him depending on the 1rver-
tance and voelume of redio traffic originating in that area. The
crezanlyzeotlion was fiuld end officers were shifted from one section
to ancther as necessary at the teginning of the war. We hsd aon
average of two ~fficers plus some enlisted men making this anr-lysis

for each geographical secticn. This averacse was leter inercased to
four officers.

Possilble nmethrds of anelysis ~f radlo intercerntion werod

l. T=2ll Signs

S« r*srentisticn of Ccdes

de Flein Languesse

4, Volume of Treffic

5. "rrocedure Sismal®

6. Priority - "urgent", opersticnal priority", pricrity",
"routine”, and "deferredal

Valume cf traffic and priorities were plotted on 2 chert, nne
for each area, something like thiss
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Priorites were plotted with colored pencils and the total

volume with a ©lesk cne. All priorities were plotted, although
only two are shown on the preceding page.

We perforned the seme enelysis of transmigsi-ns from other
countries, Russia, Ohina, ete.

Q2. Oould yru describe in greater detail the extent to which yru

were able %0 locate the exact area of trensmission from a group of
Allied ghiyps?

A. Almost inverisbly we were unetble to tell whether the trans—
mission had eccme from a ship or shore statinn, but we coula tell

the general area of the transmissicn. When you started en operation
in the MARIANAS, for instance, you would break radin silenco,

and we would start e new seerch in the MARIANAS Area. As fer os

Getermining whether tranemissions eame from a group of shins, wo
were unetle to do this,

Qde Let us assume e group of shirs is et HaWAII and is going to
meve to the SOLOMONS, If we essume thet the ships are not rein-
taining radic silence, could you plot the progress of these ships

to t.ie SOLOHONS by the direction from which the broedcest is comiagy

Mo If we bothered to, we could teoll by RDF. Also we uscé
characteristies of your operstors znd other informatirn wec could
rut together, If for instanee, the NEW JEXSEY wes cgoing from one
»0int to another, it would be llkely to have a lergor volunc ~f
commnicaticns tiian enother ship. If the call sign did nct chengse
for 2= hours, we were able to frllow it for 22 or 23 l.ours. Our
operztors often became familiar with your operatorls idiosynecrasics
and the general type of infermetion sent, We could always pick

up such information as a2ddress, date—timo group, addressec, cte.

A lerge unit will often eollect nr sent out weather informetinn,
Such cheracterictics of units meks them casy to6 identify.

Q%s Sunpcse the force is cbserving redio silence., Communications
are directed to tan force fron 1ts base in HAWAII, but the frree
ie not answering taek. Jould vou tell the novement of ticse forces

bty the directi~n =nd intensity of troadcests frem HAWAII to tlds
force?

Ao Four or five davs after the force reached &ts destinstion
we knew because of the srestor volume of tranemissicrns. It wae

elways a questicn azs to the extent on whnich we eould rely on our
conclusions.

W Os What did e peak in volume of racdin transmissions nean to tire
reople at OWADA? What wee their internretetinny

Ao It reprecsented a orisie, but whet type of erisis wes con—
plately dependent upcn the tacticel situation. We cruld not tell
wnerc that erisis would materielizes In additen, vou "padded"
communications, It was difficult to estinate where you "pedded®.
Take CKILAWA as g specific cxemple. A month before CXINAWA, BAMS
(Brnaicasting allicd Mercnant Ships) had a notsble inereasc in
trensmissions. Ten days vefore tl.e OKINAWA operations, tacre wes
& narked inerease in submerine repcrts. These are easy to spot
tecause we could cet cood RDF fixees as they are close in., Whaen
sucnarines chanped from routine nnerational comrmnicaticns to
"Urgent", we decuced that perheps en eir strike or landin: night

te in the offing, dependins; upon the tactical sltuation, The BANS
é&ll si.n
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1s chenged ~nly once mcenthly, sc we cruld follow it. We could
for insteance, follow euch shipping fr:m tae West Coast to HAWAILI,
and then to the SOLOMONS.

Qe 6e Wore you eble to get informetion with regard to spcelific
ships, or specific groups of ships, from the intorpreteti-n of the
BAMS eoded In other words cruld ycu learn the nemes of the shins
fr-m en interpretation of tho BAMS cnde?

A Yes, wc could.

Q-7. Were you cver eble to tell the position or gecgrephic loca—
ticn of a group of shipe to which the BAMS transmissicn wes direct-
ed?

A We hed to walt until San Frenciscc stopped end HAWAII, MIDWAY,
ocr the place of ite destinestirn started.

W7+ Whet were your duties as crumunicaticns officer of =n alr
sroupt

A, I was 2 reqular comrmunicetirnse offiecer, noetly cencorned witin
routine air group matters,

Ge8e Did ycu do eny flying?
e I 2m nnt 2 flyer at all.

Ge 9¢ Vihore was the alr group located during the tine you were
with 1¢7 “

Ao It is the SARKI Air Grcun. The term "air group" is larger
in Jepenece terms than yours,

Ge10. How meny planes were usuelly atteched there cn en avere;efl

Ao Six flving bosts, 12 Ketes. SANKI was ~ne in a series cf
treinin:- ficlds., Often 20 or 30 men in e training flight would
drop inte SATKI. SABXI wes 2 rendezvous ncint for fllgshts to the
gouth and had gocd anchrrego.

Qe1l. Did y~u have any essistants in yrur cemmunicetions Dopt?
Ao Trere wes 2 warrent officer end 26 enlisted men assisting me.

Qel2, In April of 1941 you ceme to the Comimunicetions Dept. of the
Navel Gencrel Steff (TOKUMU HAN). You were there from 1941 until
the end of the were When did ycu first learn thet definitc plans
hed been made for the attack on FEARL HaRBOX?

Ao The night before the attack. 1 was nrevented fr-m 2oing home

L"\

that night, No details were given as to what was pending.

Ge13. Were communiceticns frem the consul et HAWALL received at
OWADAT

Ao I d¢c not know.

Qe 12e Weare you able to tell from communications which fleet com—
mender was commanding from brnadcssts that were reccived?

Ao Admirel HALSEY weuld use e much grester velume of c-mmuni-
catione then Admiral SPRUANCE,

%y 15. How were you able to tell whether it was HALSEY or SPRUANCS
who was broadcesting?
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Ao We knew which one was et sca frem ennouncements of your
redio and prees, In eddition, we cruld tell e chence in fleets

bty encther methrd. For a menth previous to e change, thereo weuld
be a preponderence of the "2Z" eall sign,~conaistins of the letter
"Z", e numersl, end a bPlank. There wes elso a "X" call sieng con-—
elsting of "K" and three other letters. The 5th Fleet comrunica-—
ticne cfficer had the reputaticn of being e better man,

Qel6s To whet department in the Navel Generzsl Staff did you dige
tridute tie information developed by the communications Dept 7

Be The materiel that was of immediste importance wes scnt out
from TOKUMU HaN to the Commander-in-Chief, Combined Flect, to
varirus other crncerned agencies, and a copy elways went to the
lst Dept and the 3rd Dept. Our whole analysls was besed on pro-
babilitles; there was nothing of e definite nature. There wes
not nccessarily a grezt deel of urgency connceted with our esti—
nates. There wee wide—spread, veried opinione of the rellability
0f our estimetes.

Qel7. D1d the Army heve a communiceticne orgenizeti~n performnings
functicne sinildr to the TOXUMU Haw?

Ao at TENASHI the Army had a somewhat simllar nrienizatien,
tut we hed nc lielscn with them,

Q 18¢ Did this orgenizetion do analysis and interpreteti-n cf

naval comrmunications, or did they confine thenselves entirely
to the Arny?

Ao I bolieve they concentreted on eir matters.

Ge L9 Hew did the Arny get the irfrrmaetiern developed Lty TOXUMU
HALTY

A, I1f tke Army had a request for infrrmation, it vnrovehly went
to the cffice of Admiral OZAWA (Ohief Combined Heval Frrec).

Qe<Ce With roference to tihe ocreanizaticnal sectirn of the chart,

yru stated tiwet you had twe to four peonle in each of thosc di—

visirns. Did yru nave enlisted men and other recple working there
also?

He There were some enlisted =men,

Q 2le Were you located at the Staff Cellege tarcucsheout the wart
Ao We were located et the Navy Ministry until thne middle of 1943,
We were then nmoved to tihe Havel War College, tilrd florr, because

1t ot treo full at the Ministry. I wes at the Naval War Collere
until the end of the war.

Qeecse 0w far 1s it from the Naval Wer Crllese to OWADATZ

Ao o0 minutes ty car.

Qe 23, Was the informaticn drousrht in 0y an officer daily, or 4did
sou keep up with atfairs at OWADa by telephcne?

A, We had a direct line end throe trips a day.

Qe@%e Could you let us have a copy of one nf these cherts for cur
filesy

Ao I believe they are all burned. FUKUSFIMA mey te able %o
"btain a cony end hes just arrived from XORFA.
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