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RESTRICYED

rounded up ships to send the 112th Cavalry Regimental Combat Teanm

to Aitape, where the unit arrived on 27 June. It was decided to keep
No, 71 Wing at the Tadji strips and a 155-mm, artillery bdattalion

was shipped to Altape a few days after the 1l12th Cavalry. At the
same time, General Krueger changed his mind about employing a
regiment of the 3lst Division and ordered preparations made to move
the 124th Infantry of that division to Aitape. Simultaneously,

efforts were mades to speed the shipment of the 434 Division from
-

its New Zealand staging area to Aitape.

AL W e

17 Rads, ALAMO to PTF, WF - 3970, 20 Jun 44, and WP - 4060,
21 Jun 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hollandia, 20 - 25 Jun 44.

e in Command

When all the reinforcements arrived, the PERSECUTION TASK FORCE'se
strength would equal 2 2/3 divisions, General Krueger therefore de-
cided that a corps headquarters would be needed at Aitape. The corps
commander chosen to assume command at Aitape was Maj. Gen. Charles P.
Hall who, together with his staff of the XI Corps headquarters, had

recently arrived in New Guinea from the United States.

The change in
command was not to entail a change in the principal mission of the

PERSECUTION TASK FORCE--defense of the Tadji airstrips. To carry

out this mission, General Hall was instructed to bdreak the initial

impetus of the apparently impending 1l8th Army attack and, when the
strength of the PERSECUTION TASK FORCE and the tactical situation

permitted, undertake a vigorous counterattack., With these instruc-

tions in mind, General Hgll assumed command of the PERSECUTION TASK

18
FORCE as of midnight 27 - 28 June.

18 Ltr OI, CG ALAMO to CG XI Corps, 25 Jun 44, in ALAMO G-3
Jnl Hollendia, 27 = 29 Jun 44,
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While this change in command was being effected, more informe-

tion concerning the plans of the 18th Army was obtained from Ultra

( Secret sources. It became Imown that the 20th Division was to cross

the "Hanto" River on 29 June, with the 80th Infantry leading., After
that regiment was acroes the Hanto, the 78th Infantry was to follow

and attack south, presumably toward Afua, while the 24 Battalion,

79th Infaniry, was to move against Anamo (on the beach Just west of

19
the mouth of the Driniumor) and East Sector headquarters.

19 Rad, GHQ SWPA to ALAMO, C - 14205, 26 Jun 44: rad, PTF to

ALAMO, AR - 1884, 28 Jun 44, Both rades in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hollandia,
27 = 29 Jun 44,

Ceneral Headquarters forwarded this information to ALAMO FORCE
with little attempt 2% interprstation, but the ALAMO FORCE Intelli-
gence Section decided that the Banto River was probably the Driniumor,
The prospective attack, ALAMO FORCE believed, would be launched
during the night of 28 - 29 June at a point about two miles inland
from the mouth of the Driniumor, It was considered probable that

the attack of the 78th Infantry would be aimed at gaining control

IRE O P YT,

5"‘ o~

cf the Afua - Palauru trail, while the 80th Infantry moved on Anamo,

ALAMO FORCE bdelieved it poscible thet the 80th Infantry would be sup

-_ o™ IR AP

ported by the Yamashita Battalion, a unit tentatively identified as

—— L e . . A | g

the 2d Battalion, 79th Infantry.
Assuming the success of its initial attack, the 20th Division
epparently planned to assemble at "Hill 56," which ALAMO FORCE

tentatively located as lying about 4,000 vards northwest of Afua 6 and

then push on toward the Tadji airfields. ALAMO PORCE estimated that

~

the maximum strength with which the 20th Division could attack was
20

about 5,200 men.




RESTRICTED
20 Rad, ALAMO to PTF, WF - 1027, 27 Jun 44, in ALAMO G=3 Jnl
,‘ Hollandia, 27 - 29 Jun 44. D
& If this interpretation of aveilable information was correct,
; General Hall had but one day to prepare his new command to meet the
% attack of the 18th Army.
' ;;,: Reorganizations and Redispositions
f; As soon as General Hall and the few members of his XI Corps
: ;é' staff that he had brought forward became acquainted with the situa-
i tion in the Aitape area, Headquarters, XI Corps assumed the role of
' E PERSECUTION TASK FORCE headquarters, using many men of Headquarters,
‘ g 324 Division, until the rest of the XI Corps staff could reach Altape.
;f Next, the command structure of the PERSECUTION TASK FORCE was re-
i arranged  and some changes in troop dispositions were effected,
L } In the stead of the West, Center, and East Sectors, three new
% area commands were eltablishodom Extending west from the eastern

AL P D AR . W T L

21 The description of reorganization is based upon PTF FO No.
§ 29 Jun 44, in PTF G=3 Jnl, 27 Jun - 3 Jul 44; other orders and

memos contained in the PTF G=3 Jnl, 8 - 11 Jul 44,

side of the Tadji airstrips was the Western Defense Command, under

& _
Brig. Gen. Alexander N. Stark, Jr., whose area of responsibllity 1

R A sl R T R L T . A s w ., JEEE, Y

55 General Stark, the Assistant Division Commander of the 43d

Division, had just arrived at Aitape with an advance echelon of

division headquarters.

—~ R W g i A WLE e

covered the ground previously assigned to the West and Center Sectors,
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Since no enemy atteck was expected from the west or southvest,

only amphibious or aviation engineers were assigned to the Westem
Defense Commend, The next command eastward was the Eastern Defence
Ares, commanded by Generel Gill, This organization was to hold the
ezetern part of the Main Line of Resistance and also an Outpoet
Line of Reslstence which was establiched along the west bank of the
Yigle River. The eastern Lefence Area's headquarters wae identicel
wvith Eesdquarters, 324 Diviecion, and the troops assigned to Cenersl
Gill comprieed the 324 Division leess those elements aesigned to the

Tastern Defense Command.

The lstter organization, pleced under General Mertin's command,

took the place of the hat Sector and wae made responsible for de.-

laying ection along the Drinlumor end weet of the Nigla. Initially,

the Zestern Defense Command was subordinate to the Eastern Defense
Area, but on 29 June CGeneral Eall placed Cenerel Martin'e unit direct-
ly ander task force control., Supply, administration, and evacuatioa
for the Eastern Defense Command were responsibilities of the 324 Divi.
sion wvhich, for these purposee, acted in ite administrative capecity
rather than in its tactical role of Eastern Defense Area.

The similerity in the names of the two eastern components of
the tagk force soon proved confusing and on 8 July all nomenclature
vae changed. General Mertin's command was redesignated the FERSECU.
TION COVERING FORCE: General Gill's the Eastern Sector, and Ceneral
Stark'e the Western Sector. At the same time the western houndary
0f General Martin's aree was moved eastward to a ney line running
goutk from the coast al;)ng Akanal Creek and the X-ray River, which
lay about midway between the Nigla and Driniunmor BRivers,

While these adminietrative changes were bdeing msde, the 1l2th
Cavelry Regimental Combat Team (less the 148th Pield Artillery) head

srrived at Blue Reasch, The new force wzs attached to the 324

Cheap VI - 11
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Division for administration and on 29 June was placed under

General Martin's operational control. The combat team was com-

manded by Brig. Gen, Julian ¥W. Cunningham, while the dismounted

(and oft disgruntled about it) men of the 112th Cavalry Regiment,
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the nucleus of the combat team, were led by Col. Alexander M.
23

Miller, K I1II.

ﬁ‘il‘ “qr‘_ ';-_ ‘f.
») .‘:},- " 'J,. \‘- o,

R AP r et SR o Rl w B gme EJS. 5 e

23 The 148%h Fi~ld Artillery, equipped with 105-mm. howitzers,

: = A
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§ arrived at Altape in mid-July., It did not then revert to General

Cunningha.mf’_s control but instead operated as part of the general

artillery support under PTF (XI Corps) artillery.

S IO Einw T el WP emBeT v o 1 S Y. WA X ED

The 112th Cavalry Regiment was somewhat less than two=thirds of

the strength of an Infantry regiment. It comprised only two squadrons,

«ol:t '.!" - ."l' % ?“' LT S i 3
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each composed of three iroops, as opposed to the three battalions of

four companies each in an infantry regiment. Instead of the three

- &t - " 2 S
L R rﬁ"'-hrii. "R

T . |
'} IT - Ty i
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heavy weapcns companies organic to the corresponding infantry unit,

the 1i2th Cavalry had caly one heavy weapons troop. Moreover, the

cavalry unit had arrived at Altape with less than its authorized

perscnnel. At no time during operations at Aitape did it number

more taan 1,500 men, in comparison with the 3,000-0dd of an infantry

; 24
i regiment
24 Interv, author with Lt. Col. P. L. Hooper, ex-Executive
< :
‘}i = g
Officer;, 112th Cav RCT, 25 Mar 48, in OCMH files. "

C .. . R B TR . e il L e s el AL

Initially, it was planned that the 112th Cavalry would $ake up
: positions in the Palauru area. There it was to defend the right rear

of the PERSECUTION COVEHING FORCE and act as General Martin's reserve, 7

General Hsll 6 deciding that the Driniumor River line needed strength-
4 cning, changed this plan and on 29 June sent the regiment forward to

Chep VI - 12
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the X-ray and Driniumor Rivers. Leaving the rest of the regiment

on the X-ray, the 24 Squadron moved on to the Driniumor and took up

\"‘i‘i‘# = .

defensive positions in the Afus area. Upon the arrival of this

squadron on the river, the extent of the Driniumor defenses pre-

vicusly the responsibility of the 34 Battalion, 127th Infantry. was
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reduced and operational control of the infantry battalion passed to

General Cunningham., This addition still did not bring the strength

2o
of the latter's command up to that of an infantry regimeat.

20 1Ibid.; PTF G-3 Jnl, 27 Jun -« 3 Jul 44; 112th Cav Opne Rpt
Altape, pp. 1-4. The 112th Cavalry RCT did not submit a report for

the Altape campaign, but merely endorsed that of the 112th Cavalry
Regiment.

About the same time, the mission of the PERSECUTION COVERING

FORCX was changed. Prevt ously, 4t had been assumed that the force

would gradually be forced back by énemy pressure, but now General
Martin was ordered to delay such a withdrawal as long as possible :
and retreat only in the face of overwhelming pressure. The 1i2th
Cavelry had been released to General Martinte control to aid in the
execution of the new misefion and the 24 Battalion, 128th Infantry,
was also made available io him, On 29 June the infantry battalion
took over about 3,000 yards of the Driniumor line vetween the lst ;

Battalion, 128th Infant:y, and the 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry,

‘-Ib‘ - - "H - #
- - ", =2 - -1 1"‘“‘: . t g ‘-'I' -
L R Sk S #’llﬁfl‘.ﬁj\"’"h e Th i ¥ > I "l!"' ‘ .
& B

The artillery strength of the PERSECUTION COVERING 7ORCE was elso
augmented as the l05-mm. howitzers of the 120th and 129th Meld

Artillery Battzlions were emplaced near Apamo, More fire support
wae supplied when Company B, 6324 Tank Destroyer Battalion, moved

( -
~ forward t¢ the mouth ¢f the Driniunor,

26 PIF G=3 Jzl, 27 Jun =« 3 Jul 44,

Char VI « 13
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expectation that the 20th Division would attack on or sbout 29

1 ;?
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4 Gathering Combat Intell igence
General Hall had strengthened the Driniumor line in the
¥.
s

June. But there was no attack on that date, It was therefeore de-

cided that the information upon which the expectation was based had
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been incorrectly interpreted. If so, greater credence had to be

placed on conflicting evidence from radioc intercepts and captured

documents which suggested that the 1l8th Army was to attack on 10
July. This interpretation was given some corroboration when a
prisoner captured on 30 June divulged that the 20th Division was ¥

planning to move against the Driniumer line between 1 and 10 July,

27 ALAMO FORCE, G-2 Estimates of the Enemy Situation, Aitape,
30 Jun and 1 July 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hollandia, 30 Jun - 3 Jul 44;
rads, PTF to ALAMO, AE -~ 1948, AR - 1953, and AE - 1957, 30 Jun 44,
in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hellendie, 30 Jun -~ 3 Jul 44: rad, GHQ SWPA to ALAMO

Adv Hg, C=14133, 24 Jun 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hollandla, 20 - 25 Jun 44,

€ s e ik e A el KTRED

Reconngad ssance in Force Eastward
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General Hall, in an attempt to lozate the 20th Division, ordered

TN AL e e
- L | - - - -

the PERSECUTIOR COVERING FORCE to send strong patrols east of the
Drinfumer to the Harech River. A few patrols, moving along the coast,
got almost as far as Yakamul, but so efficient had the Japanese counter-

reconnaissance operations become that this was as close as any Allied

— f i
& ; -.';' » ® F - T LB
i L] 5 =1 - " ’ -y L L
d ..-q....t; X 4}:‘ ; : - - t" o "'\:.- +\. P AL 2 4
I & 1 - u
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patrols came to the Harech River during the period 30 June through
10 July. In the southern sector of the Driniumor line patrols con-

L @i -']-Q-,“ml.-g, AL

firmed previous reports that the Japanese malintsl ned a counterrecon-

naissance screen along Niumen Creek. Here Japanese units were digging ‘\’

in and holding wherever and whenever patrol contacts were made,

Chap VI -~ 14
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However, these enemy groups were not large, nor did the Jepanese
patrols encountered in the Yaksmul area appear to be particularly

strong., All American patrol efforts falled to disclose any evidence

of large, organized Japanese units or movements, Yet, it was known

that at least two regiments of the 20th Divieion and

pProbably ele-

mente of the 4lst Division were located somewhere in the area between

28
the Harech and Driniumor Rivers.

28 FIT G-3 Jnles, 4-8 and B-1ll1l Jul 44; rads, PTF to ALAMO, (no
numbers), € and 7 Jul 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hollandia, 4-9 Jul 44,

The fact that no large enemy units could be located east of the
Driniumor caused considerable worry at ALANO FORCE headquarters,
General Krueger wae afraid that the development of the situnation in
front of the PERSECUTION COVERING FORCE was being left to the volition
cf the Japanese., On 8 July he therefore instructed Genersl Hall to
seize the itiative by sending a strong reconnaissance in force

across the Driniumor to ascertain the enemy's intentions and dis.
a?

positions,

PR EET  C L N ey ol AT W

29 Interv, author with Lt. Gen, Charles P, Hall, ex-commander
of the PERSECUTICH TF and XI Corps, 27 Mar 47, copy in OCMH filesg
rad, ALAMC %o PTF, WE « 1120, 38 Jul 44, in ALAMO G=3 Jnl Hollandia,
4 - 9 Jul 4,

ek b A Wl Ly AP »

Genersl Hall ntw had at his disposal twelve infantry battalions
and two understrength, dismounted cavalry squadrone, Three infantry
battalions and the two cavalry squadrons were committed to action

under General Martin, To acconplish his primary mission-.defense of

the Tadjl airsiripse-lenersl Hall consider=d it necessary to hold at
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30

least six infantry battalions near the dromes. These dispositions

30 Interview with General Hall, 27 Mar 47. Throughout the \

d w &9 g A % b
T e "’ﬁ'ﬂ'-r' " iy h't.“ ~ adlp e T Y

Aitape operation, infantry units were disposed by battalion, The

regimental cannon companies and other regimental units vere oftemn

detached for guard or labor duties around the airfields and at Blue

Beach.

accounted for the infantry of the 324 Division and for the 112th

Cavalry. In addition to these units there was availsble to General

Hell the 124th Infantry, 3lst Division, which had arrived in echelons
at Rlue Beach beginning 2 July.
The reconnsissance in force instructions got a cool reception
at PERSECUTION TASK FORCE headquarters. General Hall had planned %o
send at least two battalions of the 124th Infantry on an amphibious
enveloping movement down the coast to Nyaparake, where a successful
landing would place American units in the rear of the suspected
location of the 20th Division. Although he preferred this amphibious

envelopment plan to an overland movement, General Hall cound not

argue the point with ALAMO FORCE. He postponed the attack of the

124th Infantry until 13 July and ordered General Martin to begin the

The maneuver was

reconnaissance in force on the morning of 10 July.

to be carried out in an aggressive manner., Minor opposition was not %o

slow the advance, but the forces engaged in the movement were to 2

push rapidly eastward to the Harech River. Once on the Harech, the

5 reconnaissance unites were to consolidate, patrol to the south and
| 31

east, and prepare for further advances on order from General Hall,

e e € e G e [ e il

Z1 PTF G-3 Jnl, 8 - 11 Jul 44; interview with General Hall, 27 &

Maer 47; red, PTF to PCPF, (no number), 9 Jul 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl
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Hollandia, 10 = 12 Jul 44; 124th Inf Opns Ept Altape, pp. 1l = 33
rad, PTF to ALAMO, AE - 1059, 9 Jul 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl Hollardila,

4 - 9 Jul 44,

Generel Hall's plans for airdrome defense and amphiblous envelopment
mede it necessary for the PERSECUTION COVERING FORCE to provide the
units for the recomnaissance in force. General Martin chose the lst
Battelion, 128th Infantry, and the 24 Squadron, 112th Cavalry. The
{nfantry was to advance along the coast and the cavalry directly
overland from Afua. Contect between the two groups, which would be
separated by five miles of heavily jungled terrain, was to bde main-

tained by reinforced platoon patrols sent out by the units remalning
32
on the Drinlumor.,

32 Reds, PTF to ALAMO, AE - 1053 and AE - 1200, 9 Jul 44, in

ALAMO G-3 Jnls Hollandia, 4 = @ and 10 - 12 Jul 44, respectively; rad,

PTF to PCF, (no number), 9 Jul 44, in ALAMO G5 Jnl Hollandia, 10 - 12

Jul 44.

The reconnaissance units started moving about 0730 on 10 July
when the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, Company B leading, waded
across the mouth of the Driniumor, Progress down the coast was rapid

and uneventful until 1000 when, at a point about three miles east of

the Driniumor, the leading elements were held up by a Japanese unit,

estimated to be a company in strength which wvas dug in along the

coastal trail. The infantry could not take the enemy position by

agssault and artillery support from the 105-mm, howlitzers at Angmo was

requested. This fire, quickly and accurately delivered, killed some
Japanese and scattered the rest. Company B resumed the a:dva.nce, but

was etopped again at enemy positions on the banks of a small stream
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300 vards further east, This time one artillery concentration

failed to dislodge the Japanese and, finding 1t impossible to out-
‘
flank the enemy defenses, the forward infantry units were disengaged } |

while a second artillery concentration was brought down on the enemy
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After the artillery fired, Company B continued the advance until

1745, by which time it had reached a point less than a mile west of

? Yakamul, In terrain which afforded good positione for night defenses,
? the company dug in, while the rest of the battalion estadblished o
perimeter running westward along the coastal trail., Not more than
fifty Japenese had actually been seen during the day. Casualties for

33
the lst Battalion were five killed and eight wounded.

», o ol L wihe. W v 3 s e AR e,

33 PIF G-3 Jnl, 8 = 11 Jul 44; 1st Bn 128th Inf Jnl, 28 Jun -

26 Ang 44; 128th Inf Jnl, 28 Jun =« 27 Jul 44, The battalion's

casualty figures are from the battalion journal and dc not asgree with
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At the southern end of the Driniumor line the 24 Squadron, 112th
% Cavalry, right am of the reconnaissance in force, delayed ite de-
-

parture until the lst Squadron moved up to the Driniumor from the

R A

X-rgy River and did not leave Afua until 1000. The 24 Squadron did

not follow any trail but, having been ordered to avoid contact with

the enemy during the first part of the movement eastward, cut its way
throvgh heavy Jungle cver alternately hilly and swampy terrain. The
nature of the terraln so slowed progress that at 1445, when the advance

vas halted for the night, the squadron was not more than a2 mile east

: %l *“- "I‘-"E Y " 2 : - "? g LA vl . . " '
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of the Driniumor. Ko contact with enemy forces had been made during
o4
the day and there were no casualties,
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34 112th Cav Opne Rpt Aitape, pp. 5 - 9; PIF G-3 Jnl, 8 - 11
Jul 44; interview with Colonel Hooper, 25 Mar 48, The records state
that the squadron advanced 1 3/4 miles during the day, dbut the figure
used in the text is that provided by Colonel Hooper, Orders to the

squadron to avoid contact were apparently given locally, presumably
by the regimental commander, and do not appear in the records.

General Hall was not satisfied with the progreas the two arms
of the reconnaissance had made during the day. He was especially
disappointed in the lst Battalion, 128th Infantry, which, he felt,
should have been able to move further eastvard than squad-size patrols

had earlier in the week., Both the infantry and cavalry units were
ordered to resume the advance eastward in & more aggressive manner
on the morrow. Further efforte were to be made by both units to

maintain contact with forces back on the Driniumor and with each

§ other. The 24 Squadron, 112th Cavalry, had been unable to maintain

% contact, either physically or by radio, with regimental headquarters.

% The platoon patrols which were to have maintained contact between the

E two arms of the reconnaissance had not accomplished their mission, T

S5 PIF G=3 Jnl, 8 - 11 Jul 44, The records of the PTF, the
PCF, and the units along the Driniumor contain no evidence that the

platoon patrols had even been sent out.

o6 Information in this section is from: PTF G2 Jnl, 8 -~ 11

= SRR A AN A Y e R 1, AW s
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Jul 44; PCF 6-3 Jnl, 9 -~ 12 Jul 44; interview with Captain lowry,
Apr 47; 34 Bn 127th Inf Jnl, 28 Jun - 25 Avg 44; 128th Inf Jnl, 28

Jun - 27 Jul 44,

sponsibility for the positions vacated by the lst Battalion. The 24

Battalion's sector now extended from the mouth of the Driniumor teo
the Junction of the Anamo -~ Afua trail with the river dank., This was
a straight line distance of about 5,000 yards, but configurations of
the Driniumor’s west bank made it over 6,000 yards on the groumd,
Company F, 128th Infantry, was on the left of the 24 Battalion
guarding the west bank from the mouth inland about 3,900 yards, The

northern porticn of the company zone was very well organized, having

been developed by various unite since the middle of May, but positions

in the southern quarter of the sector had not been completed. To the

right of Company F was Company E, in position along a front of 1,250
yvards, South of Company E, tying its right flank into the left of
the 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry, was Company G, spread over a froat
of about 1,000 yarde. Company G's strong points and pillboxes were
sloser together-—about sixty to seventy-five yards apart--than those
of the other 24 Battalion companies, The company also had some low
barbed wire strung in front of its position. Company E had little
or not wire and its stirongpoints were about ninety yards apart.
Company G's lines were shortened about 100 yards late in the after-
noon when a rifle platoon of the 34 Battalion, 127th Infantry, assumed
responsibility for that much of the company's area.

By nightfall all the riflemen of the 24 Battalion, 128th In-
faniry, were in their defensive positions., The heavy machine guns
0f Company H were disposed along the bank of the river bdetween the
infantry strongpoints, their lines of fire tied in with those of the

rifle companies® light machine guns and automatic rifles (BAR's).

Chap VI « 20

RESYRICTED




RESTRICTED

Company H's 8l-mm. mortare were emplsced sbout 200 yards west of

the river and were registered in on ares targete glong the bed and

eagt bank of the Driniumor. Th_e 00-mm, morters of the three rifle

companies had targets overlapping those of the larger weapons. The
forward coma.nd pest of the battalion wes adout 800 yards west of

The remgine.

the Driniumor, behind the center of Corpany E's sector.
der of the battalion headcuarters, together with a tank destroyer
rlatoon, was located on the coast 3just weet of the river's mouth,

The battallon had no reserve which it could move to meet a Japanese
sttack,

South of the 24 Battelion, 128th Infantry, the 34 Battalion of
the 127th Infantry had 2 sector about <,200 yards long. Compeny I
wvas on the left, with every available man in rosition elong 1,400
yards of curving river bank. Strongpoints were sbout 100 yards
=pery and the comyany had no protecting wire. Company K, with a
nearly straight stretch of benk about 1,100 yards in leneth to hold,
wae on the right of Company I. The disvositions of Compeny M's heavy
weapons were simllar to those of Commany K of the 128th Infantry.
compeny L of the 127th, which had =ent many patrols east of the
Driniumor during the day and which hed lent one of its rifle platoons
Lo Compeny G, 128th Infantry, wes not on the line. Instead, the com-
pany guerded the battalion command poct, which was situzted about 700
verce west of the Driniumor behind Company X.

The lst Squadron, 112th Cavelry, south of the 3d Battalion, 127th
Infantry, was responeible for =2bout 5,000 yards of the Driniumor line.
This distance wes divided about ecually hetween 7roop B on the left
(tying into the lines of Com iny K, 127th Infantry) and Troop A on
the right, The line extended to a point sbout 500 yards south of

Afua, where Troop ¢ took up stpport positions, Troop C did not plcce

'

many men slong the river, but concentrsted at Afus to refuse the south
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flank of the PERSECUTION COVERING FORCE and to provide a reserve for
q, the 112th Cavalry. Weapons Troop's heavy machine gune were disposed
for the most part in the sectors of Troops A and B, Headquarters of )
the 112th Cavalry and General Cunningham's command post were situated '
about 200 yards west of the Driniumor behind Troop B, A snall rear
echelon group of the 1l12th Cavalry remained on the X-ray River at the

Afua « Palauru trail crossing to protect the overland line of communi.

cations back to Blue Beach.
Along the coast west of the Driniumor, at Anamo, Anopapi, and

Tiver, were located fleld artillery units and the hesdquarters instal-

lations of the FERSECUTION COVERING FORCE and the 128%h Infaatry,

Communications from these units to those on the river were carried

sut for the most part by radio, although some telephone wire was used,

After dark, especially in the southern sector of the Driniumer line,

redics 4id not operate efficiently, Units along the river ccamuni-

sated with each other by means of sound-power telephones,
:gt‘.&;::é‘:ﬂnnﬂn 10 Ju.':.ll

o A W .

Many bits of information concerning the intentions of the 184k

Azuy were now available to the PERSECUTION TASK FORCE, Whez no attack

weeurred on 29 June as originaelly anticipated, intelligence from Ulsra
Secret sources was re-evaluated as indicating that the 20th Divisien,
pcesible supported by elements of the 4lst Division, was to attack
goout 10 Jaly., The priscner captured on 30 June had corrodorated

“ile interpretation by stating that such an attack would take plaoce
setwean the lst and the 10th of July. Similar information was acquired

on the morming of 10 July when the lst Battalion, 128th Infantry,

captured a member of the 237th Infantry, 41st Division. Thie prisoner

dividged that an attack on the Driniumor was to be made within the next

day or twi, He sald that the 4lst Division was to attack along the

- - e Wy e

Coast while the 20th Division was simltaneously to strike the river

L
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.j line midway between Afua and the mouth of the Driniumor. The two
divisions, after successfully breaching the American defenses along ;
the river, were to move on Anamo and the other Paup Villages.37 ;
% 37 Rad, PTF to ALAMO, AE -~ 1339, 10 Jul 44, in ALAMO G-3 Jnl
% Hollandia, 10 - 11 Jul 44; 324 Div, G-2 Rpt No, 11, 10 Jul 44,6 in
E PTF G=3 Jnl, 8 - 11 Jul 44, #
5
a’ In addition to the foregoing information, the units remaining
, on the Driniumor reported increasing enemy activity east of that
t river during the 10th, Japanese movements seemed especially in.
f tengified in the zone patrolled by the 34 Battalion, 127th Infantry.
i One dattalion patrol, returning to the Driniumor on 10 July after
i three days along Niumen Creek, reported having seen at least two
: large groups of Japanese, one about fifty-five strong, along the
east bank of the Niumen, These troops appeared to have been moving
% in a purposeful manner along freshly cut trails, and were said %o
: have been in good condition, well-clothed, and strongly armed. An- 3
Q other patrol of the same battalion worked its way east of the Niumen
on the morning of 10 July and discovered a recently established
. Japanese bivouac area, capable of holding about sixty-five troops.
On it way back to the Driniumor, this patrol ambushed two small, ,:
well-armed parties of Japanese only 700 yards ezst of the 34
Battalion's 1ines.38 t

38 3d Bn 127th Inf Jnl, 28 Jun = 25 Aug 44; PTF G-3 Jnl, 8 - 11

Jul 44.

Another patrol, moving east in the northern sector of the &

Battalion zone, encountered two groups of enemy troops on the west
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Yank of the Niumen. These two parties, both of platoon size and
wvell-aremd, were moving rapidly south along new trails., The Ameri.
can patrel saw only a few more Japanese during the day, but dis- )

covered many signs of heavy Japanese movement between the Niumen and

Driniumor. The patrol leader, an unusually imperturbable sergeant

of Company I, 127th Infantry, who had had extensive patrol experience,
Al-

wvas greatly excited by the many signs of Japanese activiiy,
‘though his patrol had not actually seen more than fifty enemy ioldiorl,
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the sergeant felt that a strong attack on the lines of Company I, ,
39 |

‘ 1-‘

127¢h Infantry, or Company G, 128th Infantry, was imminent.

39 Interview with Captain Lowry, Apr 47.

TR R PO R A Y T

On the basis of this and other patrol reports 1Lt, Col. Edward

3 & .: __*‘ * _"*L‘ . "
'3';“"':.9"-‘;7-', i) L

Bloch, 34 Battalion commander, alerted his force to expect a Japanese

attack during the night., The sergeant's information and conclusions

AN P BNy T, Sk

~ : . -~
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also prompted Colonel Bloch to assign a rifle platoon of his reserve

company, L, to Company G, 128th Infantry, on his left flank, There

T PR L ST arS e 3l P, j
(49 5 pacna s Rk AT

is no evidence that Colonel Bloch informed higher headquarters of

- P o
ST eS
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his actions and there is no indication that the Company I patrol

sightings were reported to an echelon higher than General Cunningham's
40 |
headquarters.

40 34 Bn 127th Inf Jnl, 28 Jun - 26 Ang 44; PCF G-3 Jnl,
9 = 12 Jul 44; PIF G-3 Jnl, 8 — 11 Jul 44; 112th Cav Summary of Msgs,

1 Jul -« 29 Aug 44,

North of the 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry, patrols of the 24

Battalion, 128th Infantry, reported only one unusual contact during

the 10th. A party from Company G, operating near Niumen Creek, en-
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countered a combat patrol of twenty Japanese. A running fire between
the two groups ensued, and the American patrol was forced back to

the Driniumor. A report of this action was sent to regimental head-

; quarters, but there is no evidence that it was relayed to any higher
41
echelon of the task force,

-z-;_ 41 24 Bn 128th Inf Jnl, 28 Jun = 25 Aug 44; 128th Inf Jnl, 28

Jun = 27 Jul 44; PCF G-3 Jnl, 9 - 12 Jul 44; PTF G-3 Jnl, 8 - 11 Jul 44,

In the zone of the 112th Cavalry, a patrol from the 1lst Squadron,

moving east along a line parallel to and north of the 24 Squadron,

surprised a party of ten Japanese about 1,200 yards east of Afua.
These enemy, who were armed with at least one machine gun, retired
%0 prepared defenses after a sharp skirmish. The Americen patrol
leader estimated that there were at least forty Japanese, all well-
armed, milling around in the same vicinity. This information reached

42
task force headquarters late in the afternoon.

42 112th Cav Opns Rpt Altape, p. 5; 112th Cav Summary of Msgs,

t 1 Jul - 29 Aug 44; PTF G-3 Jnl, 8 - 11 Jul 44,
:
j

Despite the fact that cumulative intelligence now presented
strong evidence that a major Japanese attack was about to be launched
i against the Driniumor River line, the Intelligence Section of Head-
quarvers, PERSECUTION TASK FORCE apparently did not believe that such
an attack was imminent. This attitude was apparently shared by most
5 of the staff officers and high ranking unit commanders, with the

probable exception of Colonel Bloch of the 3d Battal ion, 127th

Infantry. Some sort of attack was expected at an indefinite future

date, but the PERSECUTION TASK FORCE daily intelligence report for
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ita face volus, had not he slightest expectation that the Japsnese

“ight atteck furing the right of 10 - 11 July,  About 2330 he radioced
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44 Interviaw with Zensrzl Eall 27 Mar 47,

JLYL TORCE thet the situctisae in the FERSECUTION COVERING FORCE'g
&T®r pave evelr indicectinn th-ut
2 1

g S . ‘1
C e reeudicd tha next 2o

45 IR oo sl - -

Follendie, 10 =

Aispatch of this mess:rge, it tecame evident that the situation along

the Driplumer was snything tut wellesuited to the plans of the

.

PLRSECUTICY TASK FOSCE for resuning the reconnaissance in force.

Trhe 18ih Aay Yoves liest

At approximetely 23465 Jepanese iight artillery (70-zm. or 75-mm.)

began lobbing shells inte the river bank positions of Companies E and

.

-

G, 108%h Infantry, snd intc the srea occupied by the common post of
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the 34 Battaliom, 127th Infantry. This fire--which was the first

indication that the Japanese had moved artillery weapons 8o far

vest--was avgmented within e few moments by mortar and machine-gun

fire aimed at the right flank defenses of the 24 Battalion, 128th
Infentry. At the same time, i1t was later reported, the Japanese
bYegan Jamming the frequencies used by PERSECUTION COVERING FORCE
~ndins and custing telephone lines a1l along the river front. At

5355 the Japanese artillery ceased Tire. At this signal, Japanese

an charging zcross the Driniumor into the defenses of
46

Corvanies E and G, 128th Infanitry.

infantry beg

mere probahly the regult of atmospiaric conditions than of Japanese
arction.

a—t.

The 18th g Plan
=4 -.,_,,..E_A_};LBLJ, e M
The 18th Army had heen long preparing its attack and had developed

elaborate plans for tne tgnnihilstion” of the PERSECUTION TASK FORCE.

mhe Allied landings at Follexlls and Aftape had caught the 18th Army
in the midst of a difficult withdraws1l from the Madang area across

the mouths of the Sepik and Ramu Rivers to Hansa Bay end Wewak. The

» -

army had been ordered to strengihen both Follandia and Altape end,
prior to 22 April, had disyatched elements of the 20th and 5l1st

Divielons westward froo Wewzk to accomplich this miseion. 3But after

I o L. < W™ T

the Allied lendinge the orders to the Blst Division were cancelled

=nd the few men of the 20th Division who had resched Aitape withdrew

PR T U e - >

eactward., Plans for the future employment of the 18th Army now bad
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47

to be revised,

47 18th Army Opms, III, 28 - 32, 40 - 41, 47,
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On 2 May, Imperiasl General Headgquarters ordered the 18th Army
to by-pass Hollandia and Altape and join the 24 Army in western Few

Guinea. General Adachi, the 18th Army commander, had no stomach for

TR A n s ¥ A A he S R hfﬁ'%qf“'-f’?‘-‘fﬂ.ﬁ:ﬂ,h ot

such a maneuver, A previous by-passing withdrawal from the RHuon

Peninsula, in early 1944, had cost his army dearly and now the move-

ment across the Ramu and Sepik Rivers gave promise that his losses of

men and supplies would increase at an slarming rate.

He believed

that a withdrawal through the hinterland to western New Guinea night

literally decimate the 18th Army and perhaps result in much greater

loss than would an attack on Hollandia or Altape. On the other hand

should 1t remain immobile at Wewak, the 18th Army could contribute
nothing to the Japanese war effort and would lose all vestiges of |
morale. Moreover, the terrain in the Wewak area was not suited to
protracted defense nor to farming which could make the 18th Army
self-sufficient. Supplies availeble in the Wewak area could only
last until September., The only means by which more supplies could be
obtained, morale kept high, and the Japanese war effort furthered, was
48
to attack Allied positions,
; 48 FHist of Army Section Imperisl GHQ, pp. 111 - 13; 18th Ammy
Opns, III, 56 - 64,
Although his orders to withdraw to western New Guinea were not
£ 49
cancelled until mid-May, Ceneral Adachi, apparently on the basis of
& 49 Hiet of 24 Ares Army, pp. 55 - 58; Hist of Army Section
{ Chap VI - 28
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imperial GHQ, p. 113: 18th Army Opns, III, 61-64., The date for
both the origination and cancellation of the orders

RRTSRE & 0 W SNATLA

Allied forces which had landed at Altape and Hollandia. On PP« 6667

of the source cited here, it is indicated that Genersl Adachi fires

suggested an attack on Altape and that the & _Ares Army thereupon
assigned him the task.

an outline plan for an attack against the Follandia - Altape area.

A% first he considered retaldng Hollandia, with the se igure of the

Altape region as a necessary preliminary step. However, he soon

realized that the Hollandis veniure was overambitious and he there-

fore limited the project to an attack on Allied forces at Altape,

The initial plans for a move against Altape were evolved at
18%h Army headquarters on 26 April and <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>