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(Signed) Yang Kan Ling
(Member of the Provincial Assembly for Suining and
Yang Chu Ching (Member of the Provincial Assembly
for Kueitung)

7. Lungshan (N. W. cornerof the province)

The injury to the food supplies in this district come from
three causes: floods, drought and insects. ~ Almost the whole co-
unty has been involved in the distress, nine tenths of which may be
attributed to the drought and the remaining tenth to insects and
floods. 1t is estimated that there are more than 200,000 sufferers.
The farmers have become so poor and seed is so scarce and expen-
sive that not more than'five per cent of the land has been sown

this autumn. Brigands, both armed and unarmed have caused
much harm.

~ (Signed) Fu Chin Teh
(Member of the Provincial Assembly for Yungshun)




yield. . It is considered that not less than one third of the popul-
ation will suffer from want; the total population is 800,000.  Fa-
mine conditions began in this county as early as last spring. Now.
things-are so serious that there is not sufficient wheat or beans to

- provide seed; all has been eaten up. Armed soldiers and brigands

have done much mischief in the autumn and many of the people
have fallen victims to an epidemic.
(Signed) K’an T'ao
(Member of the Provincial Assembly for Sinhua)

5. Kueitung (S. E. bordering Kiangsf)

Scarcity here has been caused by drought and insects. --The
average crops have yielded about sixty per cent of a full yield. So-
me seven or eight thousand of the people will need relief.  In' this
county, hills occupy much more than fields. Advice urging the
farmers to push forward their wheat planting has been issued by
the magistrate. ‘ :

(Signed) Li Ch'ang Ts'ai :
(Member of the Provincial Assembly for Kueitung)

6. Suining (S. W. )

Suining is a mountainous district.  There was no rain thro-
ughout the fifth and sixth months and the drought brought about
famine conditions.  Rice was sold at the high rate of 30,000 cash

(over $18) a picul. 'The average crop for this season is estimated
at about thirty per cent of the full yield. The population of the
district is 300,000 and it is feared that two thirds of these will be
in want. The condition of the parched fields was so bad that very
little could be done for autumn sowing. The county town was att-
acked by brigands in the seventh month and all the villages in the
~ neighbourhood were plundered. The losses are estimated as very

- heavy. :

~
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cent of a full yield. The number of sufferers is roughly estimated
~ at about 80,000 people. There is hardly anything in thejway of
autumn crops.  Sickness is rife and many deaths from small pox
are reported. Fever and dysentery have also attacked the pcople
during the past two months.
(Signed) Ho Ping Chuan
(Member of the Provincial Assembly for Ling hsien)

3. 'fayung District (N. W.)-

In the fifth and sixth months of this year the drought was so
serious that all the young crops were destroyed. ' Later, replanted
crops suffered from insect ravages. The price of-newly harvested
rice is over six dollars a picul. Amongst the fields in the hills,
nothing was gathered from the poorer sort and the harvest from
the best only amounted to some forty per cent of the full crop,
The average for the the whole county, therefore, can hardly be®
estimated above twenty per cent. The number of people who will
need some relief is estimated to be more than 200,000. About a
fifth or fourth of the land was planted with buckwheat for an atumn
crop, and in some places, vegetables are being grown.  But, the
poverty of the farmers is so great that many of the fields are now
standing idle. Losses from robbery in Tayung are considered-to
be even worse-than in any cf the neighbouring counties. The re-
port concerning Tayung is so serious that the Provincial Assembly
has marked it outas a specially needy region.

(Signed) T’an Tsuen Tien
(Member of the Provincial Assembly for Tayung.)

4. Sinhua District. (Tzu River, Central Hun.)

From the fifth month to the seventh there was no rain.
Higher fields were enturely dried up; those on lower levels were
badly damaged by drought and also by insects. The #verage for
the whole .county is hardly more than twenty per cent of a full
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000 people..-  As the fields were so utterly parched, it was not
possible to replace the spoiled crops by fresh sowing and there is
practically no late harvest. Mearly all the guild halls, most of the
private dweliings and even some of the shops have been at one
time or another occuiped by soldiers. The public contributions
through the Chambers of Commerce &c for military purpcses have
amounted to $ 400,000 during the year, In addition, the city was

plundered after Gen. Feng Yu-siang had left last year, and the
whole neighbourhood has suffered from brigandage. In a small

town, Wen-chia-ching, the chief policeman was killed and his home
robbed. In Tsan-an-ching, a gentleman with his son and grandson
were killed. Many other such tragedies could be enumerated.
(Signed) L'ai Tan Cheng
Lh Wei Yung :
(Members of the Provincial Assembly for Changteh)

2. An-jea (East-ceniral Hunan)

1. Floods. It rained almost incessantly through the four-
th month of the present year.  Fields near the hills were almost
all under water and those near the rivers had all crops growing on

them destroyed by the floods.

2. Drought. For two whole months, from the 13th of the
fifth to the 13th of the seventh months (Jun. 18 to Aug. 16) there
was no rain at all.  The crops on the fields lying near the rivers
got on better than those which were dependent on ponds for irrig-
ation.

3. Insects. Inaddition to the harm wrought first by flood,
then by drought, much of the crops still standing in’the fields was
injured by insects.-

The total crop for the year is estimated to be only forty per -
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The arrangements for relief during the past summer were
in-sufficént and many died from hunger or from disease brought on
through malinutrition.  We could have done more in our hospital
had we had more funds. Even now, there are many who are quite
unable to pay anything. We have no plans, neither have we funds
for giving work to the poor. ~ We should be glad of all help you
can give us in both these matters. As far as I can hear, the yield
for this season is estimated at about thirty per cent of the normal.
We expect difficulties to begin early next year and we shall pro-
bably need from six to eight times as much as we had last summer.
In addition to drought, this district has suffered from opium, rob-
bers, injustice and civil war.

4. From Changteh we are told that the more immediate
neiglibourhood is free from actual want. But beyond that moder-
ate radius, they are surrounded by districts suffering severely and

there are sure to be crowds of réfugges who will need much help.

REPORTS CONCERNING THE FOOD OUTLOOK
‘OF VARIOUS COUNTIES IN HUNAN
BY
MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY
i AND
MISSIONARIES.

I. Changteh District.

There was no rain from the fifth month to the sevsnth and
all the grain crops were destroyed either by drought or by insects
with the exception of the lands lying along the banks of the Lang-
shui river, the rest of the district, comprising eight tenths, have
been affected by the distress. The numbers of sufferers who have
been relieved by various agencies connected with the district mag-
istrate, the police and certain public bodies amounts to over 400.-



Please read a letter which I wrote recently to_ - .  We
can only help on condition that all the funds pass through our hands.
I cannot and will not hand funds on to Chinese officials who have
taken care hitherto to enrich themselves. I enclose a letter from
one of the magistrates-who was disappointed in an attempt to get
$ 1000 from me. He promptly accused the Christians of this dis-
trict as bing robbers and included myself amongst the lot. I hear
that the military official to whom he complained has passed on his
complaints to Changsha.  The gentry here have been very glad
that I kept hold of the money.

B
2. From R. Seeliger (1913) Liebenzell Mission, Siangsiang.

The distress last summer was largely met by local contri-
butions. We received 1200 from your funds. There was mich
suffering and we have heard of a few deaths from starvation. This
year’s harvest is estimated as not more than fifty per cent of the
normal full yield. It is reported that there are some 30,000 piculs
of grain in the public granaries. Just now there are no conditions
that could be called famine in Siangsiang, though there is a possi-
bility of things being bad after the Chinese New Year.

A normal harvest in Siangsiang is estimated to give 4,500,-

000 piculs.  The population is put at 1,200,000 and there piculs
per head (including all children) are estimated as the normal need.
This allows at least 1,000,000 piculs for export. This year a de-
ficiency is feared.  The present price of grain is $3.20 per picul
(of 120 catties). On the street rice costs from 65 to 70 cash a
catty.

= ! :
3. Dr. Witt (I911) Liebenzell, Hungkiang. :




In answer to circular letters the following replies have been

received from missionaries. B
)

1. From H. Becker (19il) Licbenzell Mission, Yuanchow.

Tt is estimated that the crops in 'this neighbourhood vary
from four to twenty per cent of the normal yield.  There is very
little grain offered for sale. ~There are no funds for the purchase.
Some of the firms are trying to put togéther about $ 20,000 to buy
rice at Changteh. This will be a great help if they succeed. The-
re is reason to fear that the distress will be great after the Chinese
New Year; but we have been obliged already to start help. =~ A
few days ago I distributed 700,000 cash amongst 1700 sufferers.
There was not nearly enough for some of them were ina very bad

“condition.  We estimate that Yuanchow will need $ 40,000; Ma-
yang. $30,000 and Hwanghsien, another $ 30,000. This is a mo-
derate estimate. We plan to give out rice gruel at seven different
places in Yuanchow and four each in"Mayang and Hwang-hsien.
You had better not try to send up grain.  Half of that which re-
ached us last time was spoiled. Much had been taken on the way.
Nothing of the 800 loads for Hwanghsien actually reached there.
Some reached Yuanchow where it was seized by the military and
sold for current prices and the money has not been accounted for.
Send money to us and only to us, and please send as early as

- possible. )

The price of rice is now from $10 to $£15 a picul.  Wheat
runs from $25 to $30 a picul.  We can hardly buy any flour for
our bread, either native or foreign. The robbers have robbed the
farmers, burned many of the farm houses and stolen the cows. If
we cannot help at once, it is but too likely next harvest will also

be a failure through in-sufficient sowing. y
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