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first year that comparable health 
insurance data were collected. 
The number of people covered by 
employment-based health insurance 
decreased to 169.7 million in 2009, 
from 176.3 million in 2008. 

•	The	percentage	of	people	covered	
by government health insurance 
programs increased to 30.6 percent 
in 2009, from 29.0 percent in 2008 
(Figure 8 and Table C-1). This is the 
highest percentage of people cov-
ered by government health insur-
ance programs since 1987. The 
percentage and number of people 
covered by Medicaid increased 
to 15.7 percent or 47.8 million in 
2009, from 14.1 percent or 42.6 
million in 2008. The percentage 
and number of people covered by 
Medicaid is the highest since 1987. 
The percentage and number of 

people covered by Medicare in 2009 
(14.3 percent and 43.4 million) 
were not statistically different from 
2008.51

•	In	2009,	10.0	percent	of	children	
under 18, or 7.5 million, were with-
out health insurance. These esti-
mates were not statistically different 
from the 2008 estimates (Table 8). 
The uninsured rate for children in 
poverty (15.1 percent) was greater 
than the rate for all children.52

•	Between	2008	and	2009,	the	
uninsured rate and the number of 
uninsured for non-Hispanic Whites 

increased from 10.8 percent and 
21.3 million to 12.0 percent and 
23.7 million. The uninsured rate 
and the number of uninsured for 
Blacks increased from 19.1 percent 
and 7.3 million to 21.0 percent and 
8.1 million (Table 8). 

•	The	percentage	and	number	of	
uninsured Hispanics increased to 
32.4 percent and 15.8 million in 
2009, from 30.7 percent and 14.6 
million in 2008 (Table 8).

Type of Coverage

Most people (55.8 percent) were cov-
ered by an employment-based health 
insurance plan for some or all of 
2009. The rate of employment-based 
coverage in 2009 was lower than the 
rate in 2008. This is the lowest rate 
of employment-based coverage since 
1987, the first year that comparable 

Figure 7.
Number Uninsured and Uninsured Rate: 1987 to 2009

1 The data for 1996 through 2003 were revised using an approximation method for consistency with the revision to the 2004 and 
2005 estimates. 
2 Implementation of Census 2000-based population controls occurred for the 2000 ASEC, which collected data for 1999.  These estimates also 
reflect the results of follow-up verification questions, which were asked of people who responded “no” to all questions about specific types of 
health insurance coverage in order to verify whether they were actually uninsured.  This change increased the number and percentage of 
people covered by health insurance, bringing the CPS more in line with estimates from other national surveys.

Notes: Respondents were not asked detailed health insurance questions before the 1988 CPS. 
The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. For information on recessions, see Appendix A.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1988 to 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.  

Numbers in millions, rates in percent 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2009200520021999219961199319901987

50.7 million

16.7 percent

Number uninsured

Uninsured rate

Recession

51 The percentage and number of people cov-
ered by Medicaid in 2009, 15.7 percent and 47.8 
million, were higher than the percentage and 
number of people covered by Medicare in 2009, 
14.3 percent and 43.4 million. 

52 The number of uninsured children in pov-
erty in 2009 was not statistically different from 
the number in 2008. 


