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RESOLULTONS

OF THE CONFERENCE OF DELEGATES OF THE INTERNA- :
TIONAL WORKING MEN’S ASSOCIAT1ON, ASSEMBLED AT
LONDON FROM 17th TO 234 SEPTEMBER 1871.

I‘
Composition of General Council.

The Conference invites the General Council to limit the number of those
members whom it adds to itself, and to take care that such adjunctions be not
made too exclusively from citizens belonging to the same nationality.

11,

Designations of National Councils, etc.

1. — 1n conformity with a Resolution of the Congress of Basel (1869). the
Central Councils of the varions countries where the Inlernational is regularly’
organised, shall designate themselves henceforth as Federal Councils or Fe-
deral Commiltees with the names of their respective countries aitacked, the
designation of General Council being reserved for the Central Council of the
International Working Mens’ Association:

2. — All local branches, sections, groups and their committees are hence=
forth to designate and constitute themselves simply and exclusively as brane
ches, sections, groups and ‘committees of ‘the International Working Men’s
Aasociation with the names of their respective localities attached. ' -

8. — Cousequently, no branches, sections, or groups will henceforth be
allowed to designate themselves by sectarian names such as Positivists, Mu=
tualists; Collectivists, Communists, etc., or to form separatist bodies 'under
the name of sections of propaganda ete., pretending to accomplish special mig-
sious, distinct from the common purposes of the Association.

U4 — Resolutions 1 and 2 do not, however, app]y to afﬂhatad Trades’
nions, :

L)

L.
Delegates of the General Council.

All delegates appointed to distinct missions by the General Council shall
have the right to:-attend, and be heard at, all meetings of Federal Councils,
or Committees, district and local Committees and branches, without, however,
being entitled to vote thereat.

IV.
C'ontnbutson of 1 d. per member to the Gener al Council.

1. — The General Council shall cause to be printed adhesive stamps repre-
senting the value of one penny each, which will be annually supplied, in the
numbers to be asked for, to the Federal Councils or Committees,

2, — The Federal Councils or Committees shall provide the local Commit-
tees, or, in their absence, their respective sections,w ith the nimher ofstamps
corresponding to the number of their members, :
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3. — These stamps are tq be affixed £q » spegip] shegt of ithe livret or to
the rules which every member is held to possess, '

4, — On the 16t of March of each year, tie Feéeral Coeuncils-or Committees
of the different countries shall forward to the General Couucil the amount of
the stamps disposed of, and return the unspld stamps.remaining on hand,

0. — These stamps, representing the valug of the indiyidual contrifufions,
shall bear the date of the current yeaz.

V.
Formation of WorkingWomen's branches.

The Conference recommends the formation of female branches among the
working class. It is, however, understavd that this resolutiop does not at all
interfere with the existence or formation of branches composed of both sexes ,

\fL_’
General Statistics of the Working Class.

1, — The Conference invites the General Council to enforce art. 5 of the
original rules relating ta a general __.stgrgi,stigg of the, working class, and the
resolutions of the Genévit Congress, 1866, on the same subject. -

2.|— Evary local brapch is, bound ta appoiat a special committee, of statiss
tics, 50 as to be aiways ready,; within, the limits, of its, means, .to answer 4ny. ..
questions which may, be addressed, to it.by. the. Federal Council or Committag ;..
of jts country,, or by the , General, Counci).It is recpmmended, to.all branches..
to remunerate; the secpetaries of the committees of statistics, considering the.,,
general benefit the working class will derive from their.labonp, - .

8, On, the first, of August of each year the Federal .Councils or Commite
tees witl Lransmit the materials collected in  thejr respective.countries. to, the.;
General Coyacil which,.in its turn, will have to, elaborate them. into a gene-...
ral report, to be laid befure.the Congresses ,or Conferences anaually.held ;.
in the month. of Septemper. )

4. — Trades’ Unions. aud international branches. refusing, to-give. the infor- .;
mation  required, shall be reported to the General Gouncil which:willtake.,
action thercupon, '

VIL:
International Relations of Trades’ Unions.

The General Council is invited to’ assist, as has been done hitherto, the
growing tendency of the Trades’ Uniona pfthie different countries to enter into
relations with the Unions of th: same trade in all” other countries, The
eifiziency ot its action as the international;ageut,of .coinmunjcation between
the national Trades’ societies, will - essentially, depend, upon. the assistance....
giveu by these sane sqcieties to, the Genernl Laboux Statisties. pursued. by .
the International. ;

Th+ boards of Trades Uvions of all countries are invited to keep the
General Council informed of the directions of their respective offices.

VIII,
- Agricultural; Producers,.

1, ~— The Conference juvites the General Council and the Federal, Councils
or, Committees to prepare, for. the_ next, Congress, reports on the means of.: !
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Securing the adhesion of the agricultural .producers.to the movement of:'.
the industrial proletariate. :

2. — Meanwhile, the Federal Councils. or Committees -are uuttedxto sendi-
lgltators to the rural districts, there to organize public meetings,ito: propagate::’
the principles of the Iuternationgl and fo. found rural branches.

R
Political. Action of the Working: Class.:.

Considering .the following; pasgageof -the. preamble totherules: ““Thev
economical emancipation. of the working. classes isthe. great | end to.which/
every polstlcal movement ought to be subordinate as a means 3’ ;

That the, Inaugural Address of the InternationalWorking Men"a Assdmahon
(1864) states 3 ¢ The  lopds,-of land and the lords of eapital willalways use-
their-political privileges for the defence and perpetuation. of; their.economical
monopolies. Yo far from promoting, they will continue to lay evesy- posgible:
impediment in the way of the emancipatien of labour... To conquer political
power has therefore become the great duty” of the workmg classes ;”

That the Congress of Lpusanae( 1867) hps passad this resclution: * The social
emancipation of the workenisinseparable from their potitical emancipation;’’

That. the declaration of the General Council relative to the pretended plot of
the:Fretich Internationals on the eve of the plebiscite (1870) says: * Cel‘taml_v
by -the tenor - of onr-statutes; all ‘'our branches in Fagland, on the Coatinent ;

and in America havé-the special mission not ounly'to serve as centres-for the =

militant organisation of the working class, but also to support, in their res-
pective countries, every pblitical movemsnt tending towards the accomplish-
ment of our ultimate end — the economical emancipation of the working
class; *’

That false translations of thv original statutes have given rise to various
interpretations which Weré mischievous to the’ deveiopment and action of
the International Working Men’s Assotiution ; -

In presence- of an unbridled reaction which violently erushes every: eﬁ‘ort'

at emancipation vn the part of the working men, and pretends to' maintain by

brute force-the distinetion of elasses‘and thie- political demination of the prc -
pertied classes resalting from it}
Considering, that 'ageinst - this collective power of -the propertied classes

the working class cannot act, as a class, except by constituting itself into'a
political- party, distinct from; and’ opposed tv, all old' parties formed by the

propertied ‘classes ;
That this constitution of the working class into a political party is indis-

pensable in order to insure the triumph of the social Revolution and its ulti- "~

mate end — the abolition of classes;

That the combination of forces which (he working class has already effected
by its economical strugzles ought at_the same time to sexrve as a lever for its
stiuggles against the political power of landlords and capitalists —

The Conference recalls to the members of the International:

That-in the militant state of the working class, its economical movement
and its politiczl action are indissolubly united,

X..

General Resolution as.to the countries where .the vegular organi-
sation of the International is interfered with by the Governments.

In those countries: where the regalar organisation of the. Z; ntemadiamt;-_may-- A

[
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for the moment have become impracticable in consequence of government in- ;

terference, the Association, and its local groups, may be reformed under va-
‘rious other names,but all secret societies properly so called are and remain for-
mally excluded.
XI.

Resolutions relating to France.

1. — The Conference expresses its firm conviction that all persecutions will
only double the energy of the adherents of the Infernational, and that the
branches will continue to organize themselves, if not by great centres, at least

by workshops and federations of workshops corresponding with each other

by their delegates.
2. — Consequently, the conference invites all branches vigorously to per-
sist in the propaganda of our principles in France and to import into their

country as many copies as possible of the publications aud statutes of the
International,
XIIL.

. Resolution relating to England.

The Conference invites the General Coungil to call upon the English bran-
ches in London to form a Federal Committee for London which, after its re-
cognition by the provincial branches and affiliated societies, shall be reco-
gunised, by the General Council, as the Federal Council for England.

XIII.
Spectal votes of the Conference.

1., — The Conference appraves of the adjunction of the members of the
Paris Commune whom the General Council has added to its number.

2. — The Conference declares that the German working men have done
their duty during the Franco-German war.

3. — The conference fraternally thanks the members vt the Spanish Fede-
ration for the memorandum presented by them on the organisation of the
International by which they have once more proved their devotion to our
common work. v ‘

4, — The General Council shall immediately publish a declaration to the
effect that the International Working Men’s Association is utterly forejgn to
the so-called conspiracy of Netschayeff who has fraudulently usurped its
aame, .

XIV.

Instruction to citizen Ouline.

Citizen Outine is invited to publish in the journal I’ Egalité a succinct report,
from the Russian papers, of the Netschayeff trial. Befora publication, hil
report will be submitted to the General Council.

XV,
Convocation of next Congress.
The Conference leaves it to the discretion of the General Couneil to fix,

according .to events, the day aud place of meeting of the next Congress or
Conference. -
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XVI.
Allmnce de la Démocratie socialiste. (The Alliance of Socialist
Democracy.)

Considering that the ““ Alliance de la démocratie socialiste” has declared
itself dissolved (See letter to the General Council d.d. Geneva, 10th August 1871
signed by citizen N. Joukowsky, secretary to the ¢ Alliance ),

That in its sitting of the 18th September (see N° II of this circular) the Con-
ference has decided that all existing organisations of the International shall,
in conformity with the letter and the spirit, of the general rules, henceforth
designateand constitute themselves simply and exclusively as branches, sections,
federations, etc., of the: International Working Men’s Association with the
names of their respective localities attached ;

That the existing branches and societles shall therefore mo longer be
allowed to designate themselves by sectarian names such as Positivists, Mutua-
lists, Collectivists, Communists, etc., or to form separatist bodies under the
names of secsions of propaganda, Alliance de la Démocratie socialiste, etc., pre-
tending to accomplish special missions distinct from the common purposes of
the Association ;

'That henceforth the General Council of the International Workmg Men’s
Association will in this sense have to interpret and apply article 5 of the
-administrative resolutions of the Basel Congress: ¢ The General Council has
the right either to aceept or to refuse th_e affiliation of any new section or
group,” ete. ;

The Conference declares the question of the ¢ Alliance de la Démocratie
socialiste "’ to be settled. ;

XVIIL. -

Split in the French-speaking part of Switzerland.

1. — Tbe different exceptions taken by the Federal Committee of the
Mountain sections as to the competency of the Conference are declared inadmis-
sible, (This is but a resumé of article 1 which will be printed in full in the
Egalité of Geneva.)

2. — The Conference confirms the decision of the General Council of
June 29th, 1870.

At the same time, in view of the persecutions which the ‘International is
at present undergoing, the Conference appeals to the feelings of fruternity
and union'which ‘niore than ever ought to animate thé workmg class;

It invites the.brave working men of the mountain sections to rejoin the
sections of the Bomand Federation; . .. ...

In case such an amalgamation should prove impracticaole it decides that the
dissident ‘mountain sections shall henceforth name themselves the Jurassian
Federation™.

The Conference gives warning that henceforth the General Council will be
bound to publicly denounce and disavow all organs of the International which,
following the precedents of the Progrés and the Sulidarité, should discuss in
their columns, before the middle class public, questions exclusively reserved
for the local or Federal committees and the General Council, or for the private
and administrative sittings of the Federal or General Congresses.
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+ A SERRAILLIER.... for France. .
Karl MARx,Germany and Russia.

-—-.}6—:—

; Notice.

. The _resolutions not mtended for pubhc:ty will be ‘communicated to the

‘-Fedarai Councils or Commirtees of the various countries by ‘the corresponding

secretaries of the General Council.

By order -and in the nape ‘of the Conference,

THE GENERAL  COUNCIL:

“R. A.’PPI.EGARTH, M. T. Boon, Fred. BRADN’ICK, ‘G. H. BurTERY,
*. Devanavs, Eugéne Duront (on mission ), W. Hakizs,
2 Harwis, Huromar, Jules Jomawnarn, Fred, LEssNER,
e Locnm, ‘Ch. LoweuEet, ‘0. Marmiw, 2. Maverer, HENRY

Mayo, George Mirner, Charles Murravy, Pravper, John
RoacH, Riiur, Saprer, Cowell Stepney, Alf. Taviow,
W. TownsueNDp, E. VAlLbANYT, John WEsTON.

- Corresponding Secretaries.

‘WaLsry Wrostewskifor Poland
Hermann Ju~ne for Switzerland.
' T. MotTERSHEAD.... Denmark.
Ch. ROCHAT....e0.eeeens Holland.

F. Ewerts.....Jtaly and Spain.
A, HErRMAN ............ Belgium.
-J. P. Mac DoNNELL...Jreland. |
Le Moussv....., for the French

: branches of the United States.

Lea anxu.......ﬁuatrm and
Hungai-y .'.‘....... e

- F. Excevrs, Chalrman — HErMANN JuNe, Treasm‘at
y J.ohn Havzs, Gen. Secretax.y.‘_ il S

“ o256, High Holborn, W. €.,

London; 17 Oatober. 1871,

J. G. Eccarius. ;.Umted States. -
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