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Q. Socius Falco. 	 A. IL 944. 
C. Julius Erucius Clarus. A. C. 193. 

SEVERUS, EMPEROR. 
Q. Sosius Falco. A. R. 944. 
C. Julius Erucius Clarus. A. C. 193. 
L. Septimius Severus Augustus II. A. R. 945. 
D. Clodius Albinus Caesar II. A. C. 194. 
Scapula Tertullus. A. IL 946. 
Tincius Clemens. A. C. 195. 
Cu. Domitius Dexter II. A. R. 947. 
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Fulvius Plautianus H. A. C. 203. 
L. Fabius Septimius Cilo H. A. It. 955. 

Libo, A. C. 204. 
M. Antoninus Augustus II. A. R. 956. 
P. Septimius Geta Ctusar. A. C. 205. 
Nummius Albinos, A. It. 9.57. 
Fulvius iEmilianus, A. C. 206. 
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R. 958. 
C. 207. 
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M. Antoninus Augustus III. A. R. 959. 
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M. Aur. Ant. Augustus IV. A. It. 964. 
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It. 965. 
C. 214. Sabinus, 
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- Ccreatis, A. C. 215. 
-- C. Attius Sabinus II_ A. R. 967. 
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C: Bruttius 

   
  



LIST OF THE CON'SUL9. 	W 
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T. Messius Extrieatus, 	 A. C. 217. 

MACRINUS, EMPEROR. 
C. Bruttius Prxsens; 	 A. R. 968. 
T. Messius Extricatus, 	 A. C. 217. 
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M. Op. Macrinus Augustus IL 	A. R. 969. 
-- Adventus, 	 A. C. 218. 
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-- 	Sacerdos, 	 A. C. 219. 
M. Ann. Ant. Augustus III: 	 A. R. 971. 
1utychianus Comazon, 	 A. C. 220. 
Gratus Sabinianus, 	 A. R. 972. 
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M. Aur. Ant. Augustus IV. 	A. R. 973; 
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M. Aur. Ant. Augustus IV. 	A. R. 973. 
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Ti. Manilius Modcstus, 	 A. R. 979. 
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L. Virius Agricola, 	 A. it. 981. 
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- Lupus, 	 A. E. 983. 

--- Maximus, 	 A. C. 232. 
Maximus, 	 A. B. 984. 
Paternus, 	 A. C. 233. 
Maximus, 	 A. B. 985. - 
Urbanus, 	 A. C. 254. 
Severus, 	 A. R. 986. 
Quintianus, 	 A. C. 235. 
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Africanus, 	 A. C. 236. 
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--- Cornelianus, 	 .1.. C. 257. 
Annius Pins or Ulpius, 	 A. R. 989. 
-- 	Pontianus, 	 A. C. 238. 

GORDIAN III. EhIPEROlt. 

Annius Pius or Ulpius, 	 A. R. 989. 
--- Pontianus, 	 A. C. 238. 
M. Ant. Gordianus Augustus, 	, 	A. R. 990. 

Aviola, 	 A. C. 239. -- 
Sabinus, 	 A. H. 991. 
Venustus, 	 • A. C. 240. 

M. Ant. Gord. Augustus II. 	A. 11. 992. 
Pompeianus, 	 A. C. 241. 

C. Vcttius Aufidius Atticus, 	A. R. 993. 
C. Assinius Prretextatus, 	 A. C. 242. 

Arrianus, 	 A. R. 99+. 
Papus, 	 A. C. 243.  

. 	- Peregrinus, 	 A. It. 995. 
- ihnilianus, 	 A. C. 244.  

CONTENTS 

   
  



CONTENTS 
or 

VOLUME EIGHT. 

BOOK XXI. 
SECT. II. THE conspirators agree to raise Pertinax to 

the empire. 	History and diameter of that senator, p. 
2. The Praetorian Infect Laois, presents him to the 
Pi•alorians, who, vet y unwillingly, proclaim him Au-
gustus, 4. Pertinaz is eleiled by the senate, who confer 
upon him all the titles of the sovereign power, 6. Dis-
content of the Pralorians, which breaks out on the third 
day, 8. 	Pertinax appeases them with a largess. 	He 
sells the moveables id' Commodus, 9. 	Tribute-money 
demanded back from the thputies of a barbarous nation, 
10. Pertinal universally esteemed for his virtue, ibid. 
Be governs like a wise and a good prince, H. 	His 
mod.'esty with respect to his own jiunily, ibid. 	He is 
not less modest in relation to himself, ibid. 	Frugallig 
of his table, 12. 	Public adcantas resultin

b  
cr,from h.'s 

economy, ibid. 	informers puizished, 13. 	Impeach- 
ments for treason abolished, ibid. 	He gives the uncul- 
tivated lands to such as undertake to till them, 14. His 
zeal for justice ; and his endeavours to repair the evils 
done by Commodus, ibid. 	Hatred of the Prittorians, 
and of the old court, against Pertinal, 15. 	./1 conspi- 
raw fin-mcd against him by the Pi tetorian Praject 
Lams, ibid. Pertinax is killed by the Prwtorians,17. 
Praise 0.f Pertinax, 19. 	His faults, 20. 	The beim- 
riour cf.  Pompeianus a noble testimony Vi favour of 
Pertinax, 21. 	Praise of Pompeianus, 29. 

SECT. III. The empire is 'nit up to sale by the Piyv-
forialt y, 23.  Sulpicianus bids for it, ibid. Didius .hili- 
anus out-bids him, and has it, ibid. 	Ile is con armed 
by the senate, 26. 	Dion Cassius seems to ehat:4e him 
imjustly with gist/).?/ and gluttony, 27. 	The people 
.opeul.0 shell: their indignation against him, 28. 	 fie 
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endeavours to preserve the qffection of the soldiers, and 
to gain that of the senate and people, 29. 	Re is ruin- 
ed by Severus, 30. Short account of his fall and death, 
ibid. He deserved his unhappy fate, 31, 

ROOK XXII- 
SECT. T. 	Renewal of the civil wars .in the enzpim, 

38. 	Pescennius Niger called to the empire 4 the 
people. 	His extraction, @.. 38. 	His strict mainte- 
wance of military discipline, 39. 	He himself set the 
example, 41. 	His private character is problematical, 
42. 	His design to refbrzn the state, ibid. 	Ile causes 
himself to beproclaimed emperor by his troops, 43. He 
is acknowledged theoughout all the, East, 44. 	Loses 
himself by an ill-timed security, ibid. 	Extraction, 
rise, 4it. of Severus, 45. 	He causes himself to be 
proclaimed emperor by the legions of Plyricum, which 
he commanded, 4.7. 	Ile prepares to march towards 
Rome. 	His speech to his Army, 48. 	Be sets out ; 
and .is received m Italy without any opposition, 49. 
Feeble and vain efforts of Didius to nzaiittain hi: 
ground, 51.. 	Severus prevails with the Prartorians to 
abandon Didius, 54. 	Death of Didius. 	The senate 
acknowledges Severus 0 171per0r, 55. 	All' Rome dreads 
Severus, ibid. 	Deputation of an hundred senators, who 
meet at him Interamna, ibid. He disbands the Prato.:  
rians, 56. 	illakes his entzy into Rome, 57. 	Ile goes 
to the senate, and makes fine promises, which he does 
snot keep, 58. 	He honours the nzemou of Pertinax, 
and causes his funeral rites to be performed with great 
magnOcence, 59. 	Severus employs lts time usefully 
during his stay at Rome, 61; 	New Prertorians, 62. 
Severus thinks of .securing himself against Albinus, 
ibid. 	Rise, &,'c. of illbintes, 63. 	Severus gives him 
the title of Ccesar, 65. 	Be prepares to attack Niger, 
66. 	He sets out from Rome, without acquainting the 
senate or people with his design. Reason of this silence, 
'67. His soldiers ?Meting, 68. Ni,,..f,-r passes into Europe. 
His strength, 68. A skirmish near _Perinthus, the first 
act of hostility. Niger declared a public enerny, 69. in-
sincere and fruitless negociation, ibid. The battle of C.:zp. 
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.,ices, in which iEnzilianus,Niger's general, is defeated, 
70. Byzantium besieged by Severus, 71. 	The battle 
of Nictea, in which Niger 1.3 01:011110101, ibid. 	The 
pass of Mount Taurus, fortified by Niger, stops Sere-
rues army for some time, ibid. A violent storm thi GU's 
down the firtUications, 72. 	A third and last brittle 
near Issas. 	Niger defeated and killed, ibid. 	Ilhat 
judgment should be formed of Niger, 73. 	Severus's 
cruelty after his victory, 75. 	Byzantium taken after 
a siege of three years, 79. 	Severus's rigorous treat- 
ment of the Byzantines, 82. 	Sever= makes war upon 
several of the East, 83. 	An out-law named Claudius 
laughs with impunity at Severus, 85. A violent storm 
deters an army of Scythia= from attacking the Ro-
mans, 85. 

SECT. II. 	Rupture between Severus and Albinos, 
85. 	Severus creates Ctcsar his eldest son, whom we 
call Caracalla, 89. 	The armies of Severus and Albi- 
nus meet near Lyons, 90. 	Alarm, and diversity of 
sentiments at Rome upon the renewal of the civil war, 
91. 	Pretended prodigies, ibid. 	First and /east impor- 
tant operations of the war, 92. 	.,1 decisive battle 1.0' 

fought near Lyons. 	Albinos, defeated, kills himself; 
93. 	Remarks on the character of ..,1lbitius, 95. 	CI-it- 
chy of iSeverus after his victory, 96. 	his rage against 
the senate, 98. 	Ile makes the soldiery rank Commodus 
among the gods, 99. 	He returns to R(,mC, ibid.. 	Ills 

speech to the senate, 100. 	Twentsy-nme, or 
forty-one senators put to death, ibid. 	 Saying of Geta, 
while Net a child, with respect to this carnage, 101. 
Narc'issits, the murderer of Commodus, thrown to the 
lions, 102. 	Severus endeavours to please the people 
and tlw subjects of the empire, but particularly the 
soldiery, ibid. 	 He promotes his sons, 103. 	Bic indif- 
ference for his relations, ibid. 	Severus goes into the 
East, to  make war upon the Paz alai's. 	Ills motives 
for this war, 104. 	Upon his arrival, lie forces the 
Parthians to raise the siege of Nisibis, 105. 	The nett 
campaign, he takes Babylon, Scleucia, aml Cfrsiphon, 
ibid. 	Caracalla declared Augustus, and Geta Cavar, 
106. 	Severus marches towards Armenia, the king of 
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which sues for peace and obtains it, 107. 	He besieges 
Atra twice, but in vain, 108. Severus's cruelty toward 
the remains of Niger's party, and even towards his own 
friends, 110. War, of no great importance, against the 
Jews, 112. Caracacalla Consul, ibid. Theffih general 
persecution of the Christians,113. Severus visits Egypt, 
114. He returns to Rome, ibid. Games and shetvs, 115. 
Caracalla married to the daughter of Plautianus, 116. 
_History of the rise and fall of Plautianus, ibid. 	Im- 
placable hatred between the two brothers, 126. 	Gela 
declared Augustus, 128. 	Secular Games, ibid. 	Two 
Prcetorian prafects, ibid. 	New cruelties of Severus, 
ibid. 	Punishment of Pollericus Sebennus, 131. Bella 
Felix, captain of a band of six hundred robbers, ibid. 
Laudable qualities of Severus, 133. 	his care to ad- 
minister justice, ibid. 	Daily distribution of his time, 
ibid. 	his love of simplicity, 134. 	Ills magnificence 
in what concerned the public, 'ibid. 	his kindness to 
his native country, 135. 	His desire to reform the mo- 
rals of his subjects, ibid. 	his care to maintain mili- 
tary discipline, not always equal, 136. 	Severus sell 
out for Britain, ibid. 	Remarks upon the Caledonians 
and MoEatce, ibid. 	They invade the territories of the 
Ronzans,138. • Severus drives them back beyond the 
gulphs of Glota and Bodotria, ibid. 	6'cl:cots's wall, 
139. Caracalla's wicked designs against his brothel', 
140. Ile endeavours to raise a sedition in the army, 
ibid. 	lie attempts to kill his father, 141. 	Nciv re- 
volt of the Britons, 142. 	Sickness and death of Sere- 
rus, ibid. 	What judgment ought to be formed of the 
character and merit of Severus, 144. 	His taste for 
learning. 	lie wrote memoirs of his own life, 146. 
The empress Julia was also a lover of the sciences and 
of learned men, ibid. 	Learned men who flourished in 
the reign of Severus, 147. 	Philostratui . 	The sophist 
Antipater, ibid. 	Diogenes Laertius, 14S. 	SoMms, 
ibid. 	An eruption cf mount Vesuvius, ibid. 	A sea 
nonster, ibid. 	A comet, ibid. 

BOOK XXIII. 
SEcr. I. 	Origin of the name of Caracalla, 155. 

Leta was called Antoninus, as well as his brother, 156. 
Caracalla 
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Garacalla, not being able to cause hinisclf to be declared 
sole emperor, feigns a reconciliation with his brother, 
15(5. 	Cruelties exercised by Caracalla, 157. 	He 
makes peace with the Barbarians, and ri turns to Rome 
with his brother, 157. 	The hatred between the two 
brothers breaks out again, ibid. 	Tkeir i nti:y into 
Rome, 158. 	The apotheosis of Sit•erus, ibid. 	Tht 
two brothers seelc to destroy each other, 159. 	A par- 
tition of the empire proposed, but without (/fret, ibid. 
Caracalla causes his brother to be killed in the arms of 
their mother, 160. 	He pi evails upon the pi trtorians, 
by flatteries and gifts, to declare ()eta a public encniy, 
102. 	He endeavours to justi ipki himscf to the .senatc, 
and 'weals all the cliles, 104. 	'..17ie ap!.theosis efGeia, 
163.. Slaughter if Geta's fiends, ibid. 	The death of 
Pop1anus,106. 	Fabius Gib trec:ed outrag,eously, 168. 
Julius Asper banished, ibid. 	0,';ir i °Teat persons put 
to death, 109. 	A davghier 0/ Micas Aurelius, ibid. 
Pompeuinus grandsrm 	of Marcus 	.durelius, 	ibid. 
Severus CUUSII2-.g-enizan to Caracalla, ibid. 	The son of 
the emperor Pert:liar, 170. 	Thra.sca Prisms, ibid. 
Serenus Sanimcncus, ibid. 	Caracalla's hatred of the 
II emory if his brother, 171. 	His disturbance ofsoal, 
and remorse, ibid. Gaines and skews, in which he coin- 
litits several acts of cruelty, ibid. 	He may be looked 
upon as a second Caligula, 172. 	Other instances of 
Iles cruelty, 173. 	EnOrMOUS Ca:101110nS (111d Rip; 11( s, 
1,74. 	His prodigality to the soldiery, 175. 	2'u flat- 
terers, and for games ami shews, 176. 	Ile himself 
fought with wild beasts, and ran in the cirrus, 17('. 
His contempt of learning, and his ignorance,ibid. Ile 
seldom *administered justice. 	Disgustftil manner in 
which he treated his assessors, 177. 	Xs inquAitier- 
ow. 	Soldiers employed as spies, in every corner, to 
bring hint MI account of all that paved, 17s. 	Big 
ministers chosen fr.om among the vilest of ?nen, ibid. 
His debaucheries jointd .  to an 4i-elation of zeal Joi.  
purity of manners, 179. 	Prctenthd zeal for religion, 
accompanied with a love if ..1Iagic and jvilicial Astro- 
19gy,180. 	Perpetual contradiction bel ICCell his words 
and his actions, ibid. 	The current coin cicessively de- 
based, 181. 	He attack s the senate and the people with 
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violent inteetives, 181. 	He would not be advised by 
any one, 182. 	He grants the privilege of Roman citi- 
zens to all the inhabitants of the empire, ibid. 	His 
extravagant fondness of Alex-cinder, 185. 	He tffiicts- 
lnixing with the soldiers in their military labours and' 
exercises, 187. 	.lie goes into Gaul, and commits great 
violences there, ibid. 	He passes the Rhine, and makes 
war upon the Cenni and Alemanni, 188. 	Ferocious 
courage of the German women, 189. 	Caracalla, de- 
spised by the Barbarians, purchases peace of them,190. 
He takes a liking to the Germans, and imitates their 
dress, ibid. 	He marches to the Lower Danube, gains 
- .nnee slight advantages over the Goths, and makes a 
:. , aty with the Damns, ibid. 	He passes into Thrace, 
i ,_. 	He crosses the Hellespont, visits Ilium, and ho- 
., ;izrs the tomb of Achilles, ibid. 	At Perganius, he im- 
,),'ores the assistance of ./Esculaplus, to be eased of his 
to- ments of body and of mind, 192. 	He spends the 
winter et 1% "icomed'o, preparing for war against the 
Parthians, 19:3. 	De Eoes to Antioch. 	The king of 
the Parthians submits to his demands, ande,obtains 
peace, ibid. 	Car-walk's pezply towards Abgarns king 
of Eclessc. 	(),e /mine sulducd, 194. 	Like peilidg 
towards the Line 	 ue Armenia, 193.. 	The Armenians 
take up arias, ibid. 	Coracalla vaunts his military 
toils and r olillit's, ibid. 	lie goes to Alexandria, where 
he ord'r ,c a tries! 	(erari7 ;4 massacre, 196. 	The Alex-- 
andrians 4dmit led into ihe senate, J99. 	Caracalla de- 
mands in .near i :agc the daughter of the king of the 
Parthians ; end, being refused, renews the tear; ibid. 
His trili;eg elploits, 200. 	He takes the surname of 
Parthicus, ibid. 	1 farrintis, incensed against Caracalla, 
and alarmed at his behaviour, conspires against him, 
201. 	Caracalla is killed, 204. 	The uncertainty of 
human gramleur exenipliji.?d by the misfortunes of ,Se- 
verus's jainilq, ;203. 	 false, or at least uncertain, im- 
putations lte'd to the charge of Caracat':a, 207. 	He 
was haled by ell but the soldiery, 208. 	liorks with 
which he embellished Rome, 209. 	He is Said to have 
been the firilh-q-  of Helingabalus, ibid. 	The 	Greek 
;'u-'t Oppicot (ic ed in Caracalla's time, ibid. 
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SECT, II. 	Mullins causes himself to be elected 
emperor b.?' the troops, 214. 	The beginning of his 
reign promises well, 215. 	He acquaints the senate 
with his election, and desires their confirmation of it, 
016. 	The senate, who detested CorneaIla, readily ac- 
knowledge Macrinus, ibid. 	The prietcrian prafect 
Advent= loaded with honours, and removed from the 
army, 217. 	Ills incapacity Jru 	business, 218. 	Dia- 
&menus, son of Macrimts, created Cesar and named 
Antoninus, ibid. 	Caracalla ranked among ihe gad(, 
219. 	Actions of Macrinus, by which he indisposed 
the senate against him, 2'20. 	His respect for the laws, 
221. 	His conduct with regavd to 1)On-filers, 1/1i:etc! 
with justice and cautions circumspection, 222. 	his 
timidity in war, 223. 	ll'orsted -twice by zirtabancs,he 
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PERTINA X. 

BOOK XXI. 
-- 	- 	. 

SECT. U. 

THE conspirators agree to raise Pertinax to the 
empire. 	History and character of that senator. 
The P7(etorian Profect, Latta, presents him to 
the Praetorians, who, very unwillingly, proclaim 
him Augustus. Pertinax is elected by the senate, 
who confix upon him all the titles of the sovereign 
power. 	Discontent of the Preetorians, winch 
breaks out on the third day. 	Pertinax appeases 
them with a largess. 	Ile sells the moveables of 
Commodus. 	Tribute-money demanded back from 
the deputies of a barbarous nation. Pertinax uni-
versally esteemed for his virtue. He governs like 
a wise and good prince. 	Ills modesty kith re- 

V °L. VIII. 	B 	 spect 
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s peel to his own family. 	H
„

e is not less modest in 
,elution to himself: 	Frugality of Ns table. Pub., 
lie advantages rcs:iltinif from 111.3 economy. 	.112-. 
firmers punished. impeachments fitr treason alto.. 
/Gilled. 	He gives the uncultivatid lands to such 
as undertake to till them. 	His zeal for justice ; 
and his endeavours /0 )pair the evils dune by 
C.91,1tnodus. Hatred qf the Prittorians, and of the 
ohl court, ag-ainst Pertinax. 	A conspiracy fin-m- 
«I against him by the Prtelorian Prafixt Lleill4. 
Poulin' is killed by the Prwtorians 	Praise of 
Pertina.r. 	Ills faults. 	The behaviour of Pom- 
peianus it noble les-tin:011y in favour of Pertinaa. 
Praise of PoinpeianuS. 

A. R. 944. Q. SOSIUS FALCO. 

A. C. 193. C. JULIUS FRUCIUS CLARUS. 

The eon- FTER the death of Com modus, the first care 
spiratom 3- of those who had killed him was to secure 
lace to 	their lives, by endeavouring to give him a succes- raise Per- 
tinax to the sor who should owe to them his elevation to the 
"P 	empire. 	They cast their eyes on Pertinax, who, H i /tory   
and eluirac- fi-om the lowest condition, had raised himself, by 
ter "f th' his merit and the favour of Marcus Aurelius, to a 'st nator. 

rank above which there was nothing but the throne. 
That wise prince had made him consul, and in- 
vested him successively with several governments 
of provinces, or military commands. 	lie was, a 
long while a senator, and even a consular, with- 
out ever having seen the senate : for his employ- 
merits kept him always at a distance, from Rome, 
and he was consul without so much as setting his 
foot within the city. Ile entered the senate-house, 
for the first time, in the reign ofCommodus ; and 
won after, the hatred and jealousy of Perenni.. 
brought upon him, as we observed before, a dis- 
grace, and exile of three years. 	After the 1411 of 
that minister, Pertinax came again into favour. 

The 
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The meanness of his birth might perhaps be a 
circumstance which recommended him to Com-
modus, by whom, froth the time of his being re-
called, he was constantly employed, and pro- 
Moied to the highest. posts ; being made, first 
commander of the legions in Britain, afterwards 
Stiperintendant of the provisions, then proconsul 
of Africa, and lastly consul for the second time, 
zincl governor of Rome : whiCh last of 	he held 
when Commodns was killed. 

The renown Which PertinaX had acquired equal-
led, or eveii surpassed, the splendour of his digni- 
ties. 	Equally fit for Civil or military affairs; brave, 
and intelligent in the art of war,' his name Was be-
come the terror Of the barbarians ; and at the 
Same time he had kept u0 a strict discipline 
amongst the MtitinduS troops. 	In the govern- 
ment of Rome, he behaved with such 	mild- 
ness, affability, and goodness, as made .every one 
love him. Plain in his Manners

'
and so thodest as 

even then to acknoWledge for his patron Lollian-
us Avitus", whose equal at leat he was become, i'i.i. 
hut wluim he always gratefidly respected; as the 
first author of his fortune ; an enemy to luxury; 
and a lover of frtigality : Hstory charges him with 
no other fault than being too great an economist, 
itul too ready to promise More than he intended 
to perfbrin, in order to pay with words those 

Epit. 

*'horn he could not satisfy with deeds. 
No one was more worthy of the empire than 

Pertinax, and the conspirators did themselves an 
infinite honour in placing him upon the throne. 
If we believe Capitolinus and Julian the apostate, r,d. 
he was privy to their conspiracy against the life 
or Coin m odus. Dion cassitts and nerodian suppose 
the contrary ; and their opinion seems the most 

,..4 	 probable, 
• • 

* Victor calls liiiii Latins Gentianus : but he is plainly the 
same senator whom Capitolinus, in his life of Portinia, n• i• 
e.1114 Lollianus Acino. 

c.,-4. 
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probable, if we consider how soon the design was 
put in execution after it was formed. 

The prreto- 	The moment Coln modus expired under the hand 
a" Pr: " 	of Narcissus, Lmtus and Eclectus, sensible of what feet.Lietur, 

presents 	consequence the least delay might be, hastened to.  
him to the Pertinax, acquainted him with what had passed, Prretori- 
ans, who, and invited him to take possession of the vacant 
very un. 	throne. 	According to Herodian, Pertinax, on willingly,  
proclaim 	seeing them rush into his chamber, thought they 

were come to kill him by the emperor's command,. hi 
tst  
m 

 us u- gi. and accordingly told them, that he had long ex-
pected not to be spared any more than the other 
friends of Marcus Aurelius, and looked upon each 
night as the last of his life ; adding, that they 
might execute their commission. When they had 
explained themselves, he hesitated whether he 
should accept of their offer, until one of his do-
mestics, whom he had sent to see and examine 
the dead body, returned with a confirmation of 
what the praetorian prmfect and the chamberlain 
had told him : upon which he went with Lxtus 
to the camp of the praetorians. 

Still he feared, and not without reason, that the 
soldiery, who loved ('ommodus, might not be fa-
vourably disposed towards him ; and therefore he.  
resolved to hack his pretensions with the suffrages 
of the people. 	It was then mid-night ; and, by his 
order, some of those that were about him ran to the 
different quarters of the city, crying aloud in the 
streets, that Com modus was dead, and Pertinax go-
in:4 to the camp to take possession of the empire. 

This news occasioned a great commotion in 
Rome. The inhabitants rose hastily from their beds,. 
left t1 e* r houses, and congratulated each other, es-
pecially I hegreat and the rich,on their deliverance 
from a cruel and insupportable tyranny. Some ran 
to the templeq, to return thanks to the gods : but 
the greater numb' r crouded round the camp, in 
order to intimidate the soldier-% who, they thought, 
would not easily relish so strict a government as 

that 
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that of Pertinax was like to be, after the licen-
tiousness in which they had been indulged by 

3 

Commodus. 
In the mean time Pertinax and Lmtus arrived 

at the camp; and the latter, having assembled the 
soldiers in virtue of his office of praetorian prfeet, 
after acquainting them with the death of Comoro- - 
(us, and imputing it to the sudden of 	of an 
apoplexy, added : " To fill the place of your de- 
" ceased emperor, the Roman people and I pre- 
" sent you a man of a venerable age, (Pertinax 
" was then sixty-six years old) a spotless charac- 
" ter, and of approved valour in war. 	Your good 
" fOrtune gives you, not an emperor, but a father. 
" You know him : his elevation will not be pleas- 
" ing only to you ; it will fill with joy the legions 
" on the frontiers, all of which have been witnesses 
" of his exploits. 	We shall no longer be obliged 
" to purchase peace of the barbarians.: the remem- 
" brance of what he has made them suffer will 
" keep them in awe." • 

Pertinax spoke next, and promised the pmito-. au,,,$  
rians • twelve thousand sesterces a man. 	This 
largess, t'hc esteem they could not help having 
for him, and respect for their commander Letts, 
who, bad as he was, seems nevertheless to have 
had both capacity and courage, inclined the sol-
diers to relish the proposal that was made to them. 

65. 

But a word which Pertinax let drop displeased 
them. 	He told, that he hoped, with their assis- 
tance,to remedy several abuses which had crept 
in during the late government. 	This the Prwto- 
rians looked upon as a menace aimed at them ; 
because they were sensible that Commodus had 
granted them many things contrary to rule. 	They 
therefbre hesitated, and were silent : but the peo-
ple, who had broke into the camp in great num- 
bers, proclaimed 	Pertinax 	ifluzistus, 	with loud 
shouts or joy, and the praetorians thereupon fol-
lowed their example, rather out of decency and 
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akiud of necessity, than:from any motive of love 
or affection. 	. 

Pertinax 

iiisveth
lecetset 

nate, who 
confer up- 
on him all 

. • From the camp, Pertinax repaired to the senate, 
which met before it was day. 	He appeared there 
without any mark of the imperial dignity • as if 
his fate had depended on the decision of 

dimity; 
as- 

the titles sembly. 	This modesty was right, and Consistent 
of the so- 
vereign with the true principles of the 'ancient govern- 
Power. ment.' 	Blit another motive for it was a secret 

anxiety which disturbed Pertinax. 	The affection 
of the soldiers for Commodus had alarmed him a 
'few moments before : but now he feared lest the 
senate should look upon hiM with contempt, on 
account of the meanness of his birth. 	He' even 
declared, that though the troops had named him 
emperor, he willingly renounced the splendour of 
the supreme power, too burdensome for a man of 
his age ; and desired, first Pompeianus, son-in-law 
to Marcus AurelitiS, and afterwardS Acilius Gla-
brio, the most noble of the patricians, to take 
upon them that high rank, for which they were 
much better qualified. 	This declaration and offer 
came too late. ' Pertinax had *already secured the 
suffrages of the soldiers, and the senate was too 
wise to quarrel with them. 	Glabrio answered 
Pertinax : " You think Tim worthy of the empire ; 
" 1 cede it to you ; and the whole Senate decrees 
" vou all the honours and prerogatives of the su-. 

opp. % ,.." preme power." 	The senate applauded. 	Per- 
/An-5 1h-tinax was unanimously declared Attrustus, and 
id. 

	

	 t, 
Commodus a public enemy : and to this particular 
time belong properly the invectives I mentioned 
before against' the memory of that prince. 	His 
successor was at once honoured with all the titles 
of the imperial dignity, not excepting even that of 
Father of his country, which the emperors had not 
osed to receive until after a certain time ; and he 
himself desired the senators to add that of Pl ince 
of the senate, a popular title, which savoured of 
;.he ancient republic, but which was now almost 

forgotten 
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forgotten and disused. 	The senate likewise pro-
posed giving the title of Augusta to his wife Flavia 
Titiana, and that of Ca'sar to his son : but he re-
fused the former ; and declared with respect to his 
son, that he should stay until he came to riper 
years, and had deserved that honour. 

It was not until aitcr these preliminaries,in 
which we sec all the fOrmalities of an .  election, 
that Pertinax ascended the imperial throne, as if 
finted so to do by the desire of the senate, to whom 
he returned thanks ; at the same time giving theni 
to understand how much he feared the difficulties 
of the sublime station to which they had raised 
him. 	He promised, that his government should 
be agreeable to the laws, directed by the counsels 
of the senate, and rather aristocratical than mon-
archial: and, lastly, he expressed his acknow-
ledgment to Ltutus, author of the death of Com-
modus, and to whose friendship he owed the em-
pire ; for there was no farther occasion now to 
dissemble the truth of that affair. 	' 

Letus was undoubtedly, on many accounts, 
very unworthy of being praised to the senate; and 
Q. Sosius Falco, a young and aspiring man, who 
entered upon the discharge of the consulship that 
very day, the first of January, catching at the en- 
comiums given him, boldly 	said to Pertinax : 
" One may judge what sort of emperor you will 
" be, by your praising the ministers of the crimes 
" of Commodus." 	Pertinax 	coolly 	replied ; 
" Consul, you are young, and do not know what 
" it is to be (breed to obey. 	It was against their 
" wills that they executed the orders they reeeiv- 
" ed : but the first moment they could, they spew- 
" ed what were their true sentiments.", 

If Pertinax spoke sincerely, he was much mis-
taken in Lett's, and ascribed to him motives far 
more noble than those he really had. However that 
may be, the murder orCommodus was universally 
approved of: for the Pagans made no doubt of its 

being 
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being lawful, and even laudable, to kill a tyrant. 
The mildness of the gospel has alone the glory of 
having proscribed that doctrine, by which the 
life, even of the best of princes, is in danger. 

Thus ended the meeting of •the senate, from 
• which the new emperor went directly to the capi-

tol, to offer up his vows, and was conducted from 
thence, 'ts ith great pomp, to the imperial palace. 
In the evening, he invited the magistrates and 
chief men of the senate to sup with him ; renew-
ing a custom which Commodus had interrupted ; 
and, during the entertainment, he behaved with 
such ease, good humour, and affability, to all his.  
guests, as made them love him ; especially when 
they compared his manners with the haughty and 
disdainful carriage of his predecessor. 

biseontent The senate and the people gave a loose to joy, 
"the P'''' torians. and conceived great hopes of happiness under the 
which government of a wise and moderate emperor. But 
breaks out 
on he t 
third day. 

the praetorians, fond of licentiousness, and raised 
above the level of their fellow-citizens by the ty-
ranny of Commodus, of which they had been the 
instruments, were much dissatisfied. 	They could 
not doubt but that Pcrtinax intended to re-establish 
good order among them, and to keep them to their 
duty. 	The first day, the word he gave the tribune 
was, Militenius, Let us be soldiers : giving thereby 
to understand, that discipline had been so much 
neglected by them for some time past, that they 
stood in need of serving a new apprenticeship. 
He forbid their abusing the common people, or 
striking any who should desire to approach his 
person. 	Dissatisfied with these beginnings, and 
fearful of what might follow, the prwtorians re- 
gretted Commodus, and sighed when they saw 
his statues pulled down. 

On the third of January, the day on which pub-
lic vows were made every year for the prosperity of 
the emperors, they undertook to change the state 
of aff'airs; and to that end seized by force an illus- 

trious 
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trious senator, named Triarius Maternris Lasci-
vius, and attempted to carry him to the camp, in 
order to raise him to the empire. 	Triarius, who 
was not privy to their designs, resisted, escaped 
out of their hands, almost naked, and ran to the 
palace where Pertinax was, from whence he retir-
ed into the country. 

Pertinax, sensible of the necessity of proceeding.Pertia?" 
cautiously with men capable of so audacious a arewth 
deed, set about satisfying them. 	To that end, heartral• 
confirmed all the privileges and gifts which Com-th,, mores_ 
modus had granted them, and took effectual mea-cubs,  °f 
sures for the speedy payment of the largess whichaus. 
lie himself had promised them. 	Finding only a 
million 4' of sesterces in the treasury, he resolved • Mout 
to sell all the apparatus of the mad luxury of his Lc:46 r-
predecessor; and accordingly he put up to auction 4. 4'; ' 
the statues, pictures, and rich furniture of the pa-Li. 
lace, together with the gold and silver plate set 
with jewels, the horses, the slaves destined to 
debauchery, and all that Commodus had made 
use of in his chariot-races and combats with gla- 
diators. 	History mentions in particular carriages 
so artfully contrived, that their seats turned which 
ever way the rider pleased, either to avoid the sun, 
or enjoy the benefit of a fresh gale of wind ; and 
others, which measured the way, and shewcd the 
hour. 	The product of this sale enabled Pertinax 
to pay twelve t thousand sesterces a-piece to the Iii..6.i.k  
pra2torians, and four I hundred to every citizen..r 	' 

Besides this first and chief advantage arising 
from the sale of these costly effects, Pertinax had 
lift: wise another point in view. 	Ile was glad to 
depreciate the memory of Commodus more and 
more, by giving the public ocular proofs of the 
monstrous folly of that prince. 	La us seconded 
him admirably well in that design. 	He sought 
out all the vile ministers of Commodus's pleasures, 
and posted up their names, which, alone, implied 
infuny ; and in the condemnations which he pro-

nounced 
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nounced against them, he took care to express 
the value of their tOrfeited estates, which often 
exceeded the 	Ibrtune of the 	richest senators, 
whom Commodus had put to death for the sake 
of their spoils. 

Another step which he took, though of a differ-
ent nature, tended to the same end. The deputie,; 

Tribute- 	 of „„„," ti,'" 	certain barbarians to whom Cornmodus had 
'mi." 	aeTeed to pay a yearly tribute, on condition that 
bck 	otil 	0  
tip
a 
 , dep

fr  tr they should not take up arms, had been at Rome, 
6,, a a 	and received their money, but were not yet out 
1, 11 

 

nation. 	of of the territories of the empire when the revolu- 
tion happened. 	La2tus sent after them, and de- 
manded back what they had received. 	" Carry 
0 to your country," said he to them, " the news 
" of the change NN hich you have seen. 	'Fell those 
" who sent you, that it is Pertinax who now go- 

. 

	

	" verns the empire." The difference between the 
two governments could not be more strongly ex-
pressed, than by this haughty message to nations 
to whom a tribute had so lately been paid. 	The 
effect answered. 	The barbarians were awed by L1/4,0d.   the bare name of Pertinax. 

Pertinnx 	His virtue was universally esteemed. When the 
erlWrally news of the death of Commodus, and of the elec- ..IL -met! 	,. 
r, r his virs  lion of Pertinax reached the provinces, the people 
tue. 	doubted the truth of the report. 	They were ali•aid 

of its being a snare laid by Commodus, in order 

e
'!,,

t: 
ar, 	to have a pretence to exercise his cruelties and 

rapines. 	In this uncertainty, several governors 
resolved to wait until it should be confirmed, and 
in the mean time imprisoned the messengers who 
brought it, not doubting but that, if the news 
was true, Pertinax would readily fiwgive them a 
fink w hich did not proceed fivin any disaffection 

`I TV. towards him. 	The allies of the empire held him 
in equally high esteem. 	IIis elevation filled them 
With ,joy, and they sent ambassadors to congratu-
late the senate and Roman people upon the hap- 
Pi,  choice of tbeir new emperor. 

'Ile 
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The praetorians being quieted, Pertinax enjoyed Ire gocle  some repose, during which, short as it was, he dis-„7„,:,d  

played all the virtuesofa great and prudent prince. goo 
1 have already spoken of his modesty with re-I' 

spect to his relations. 	The only thing he did ILIA mo- 
for any of them, was his appointing his lather-in- l̀"•''."•itll 
law, Ilavius Sulpicianus, governor of 'tome ;  an his own 
office of which Dion Cassius says he would liave'amily.  
been highly worthy, even if he had not been 1);,,  4.  c,- b 	 ru. 6. & 
father-in-law to the emperor. 	 vs. 
' 	He refused, as I observed before, the title of • 
Augusta for his wife, and that of Calar for his son. 
Several reasons induced him not to heap many 
honours upon a woman who had no regard for 
her own reputation, and who publicly carried on 
an intrigue with a musician. 	As to his son, mo- 
desty seems to have been the motive of his con- 
duct towards him. 	He was yet very young, and 
Pertinax feared least the poisonous charms of 
grandeur should corrupt his tender years. 	He 
did not keep him in the palace, but, after eman-
cipating him, and a daughter which he had, di- 
vided between 	them 	his 	paternal estate, and 
placed them under the care of the governor of 
the city, who was their grandfather by the mo- 
ther's side. 	From thence the son of the emperor 	Ilrra 
went to the public schools, without being in the 
least distinguished from others of his age. 	Per- 
tinax saw him but seldom, and always without 
pomp, as if' he had been only a private man. 

He observed the same modesty, as far as his Ito ii mo 
rank would permit, in what concerned his own!,̀":,1',;L';,'„; 
person. 	Par from forgetting himself in his high w iimiscir. 
station, he with pleasure remembered his first 
condition, and often made Valerianus, who had 
been his companion in the public profession of m„.11,.,.,4  
letters, dine with him. 	Ile was easy of access to 	owl. 
all, heard them with patience, and answered them ';9' ''' 4  
with kindness. 	Ire was 	linuiliar with the sena- 
.p)rs, and in the common intereour,e of lifeitreat- 

ed 
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ed them almost as his equals. 	His behaviour to- 
wards the senate, whose meetings he never failed 
to attend, was full of respect. 	He expressed the 
greatest regard for Pompeianus and Glabrio, of 
whom a less judicious prince would perhaps have 
been jealous : nor would he suffer any of the ef-
fects, furniture, or buildings, which he enjoyed as 
emperor, to be marked with his name, saying, 
that they belonged not to him, but to the empire. 

Frugality Under Commodus, the expence of the emper. 
a " ta' ble. or's table had been enormous. 	Pertinax reformed 

it,.and reduced it within the bounds of a decent 
frugality. 	He often invited some of the senators 
to dine or sup with him, and sent to others of 
them dishes from his own table, not as rarities 
but as tokens of his remembrance. 	• The rich 
and voluptuous laughed at the homeliness of 
these presents : but those among us, says Dion 
Cassius, who esteemed virtue more than luxury, 
received them with joy and admiration. 

Copit. 12. Capitolinus, following the opinion of those 
lovers of ostentation whom Dion blames, accuses 
Pertinax of being sordidly covetous, and instan-
ces, among other things, his sending in this man-
ner half a capon, or part only of any other dish. 
Such simplicity is, doubtless, not calculated to 
catch the eye • and this emperor,by retrenching 
at once half die expence of his household, ban-
ished an idle pomp, with which vain men are 

public ad.  
vantages 

pleased. 	But let that tinsel appearance be for a 
moment compared with the solid good arising 

esuiting is 
Teconotrm 

from a prudent economy. 	In a reign ofless than 
three months, Pertinax paid all the debts he had 

‹.3Pit• 9: contracted at his accession to the empire ; se-
cured rewards for military services; established 
funds for public works ; found money to repair 
the highways ; 	paid 	old debts of the state ; 

filled 

. Kai ias'or izo; 'siva oi ply 20,1;ener xx; pvlodavzos ItTiltoir oi b 
AA110i, dtc aC LT4 xo-doyesets areoliperica gr, 17fr,41.5or. 	Dio. 
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filled the imperial treasury, which his predecessor 
had exhausted, and enabled it to answer all neces- 
sary demands. 	Such an administration deserves 
the greatest praises, and chews a prince who knew 
his duly, and was a true judge of real greatness. 

Among the advantages which Rome owed to capu.e. 
the frugality of Pertinax, may likewise be reckon-
ed the diminution of the luxury of private men, 
who were ashamed not to imitate the example of 
their prince. Thence arose a public good, cheap-
ness of provisions, which, being no longer mono-
polized by the voluptuous and rich, fell to a price 
within the reach of the generality of the people. 

It is proper to observe, that the immense sums 
which Pertinax stood in need of for the several 
uses before-mentioned, were not the fruit of in- 
justice, or raised by tyrannical means. 	Far from laymen 
encouraging informers, he 	punished 	severely Pun"' 
those who had followed that influnons trade in 
former reigns, and abolished all accusations for 
pretended crimes of treason. 	He declared, that Impend!. 
he would not accept of any legacies from such as Ilrleenwots.tor 
had lawffil heirs of their own, and that instead ofidAish,1 
making the slightest cause a pretence for seizingrifir. ;`,1:!" 
the inheritances of others, as his predecessor had aiu. Ash, 
done, he would not receive any to which he was"1"'"" 
not called according to all the formalities of the 
laws ; adding these remarkable words * : " It is 
" better to leave the republic poor, than to en- 
" rich it by base and dishonourable means." 	it 
is true, that Pertinax, contrary to the promise he 
had made somewhat too hastily, was obliged to 
levy with rigour certain taxes which Commodes 
had remitted. 	But the good use he made of the 
money arising therefrom, and the necessity there 
was for it, plead his excuse. 	These taxes were 

probably 
* Sanctius est P. C. inopem rempublicam obtinere, quam ad 

divitiarum emuldum per diserimina & dedecoris vestigia per- 
-venire. 	Ca.pit. 
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probably o!d ones, confirmed by long custom 
for as to the new imposts, which the tyranny of 
the publicans had introduced, Herodian assures 
its that Pertinax suppressed them, that the free-
dom of trade might not be cramped. 

Ile gic'm 	He designed to increase the revenues of the uiv uncut- 
ik-ni,d 	state, not by augmenting the imposts, but by ren- 
Iand3 to 	cluing usefiil large tracts of land which lay un- well ai un- 
dertake to cultivated, both in Italy, and in the provinces. 
till them. 	All these, not excepting even such as were part 

of the imperial demesne, he gave to whoever un-
dertook to cultivate them ; and, the more to en-
courage and assist the new possessors; he exemp-
ted thein from all taxes for ten vents ; well know-
ing that, if his scheme succeeded, the republid 
would afterwards reap with ample interest what 
she seemed to lose for the present moment: 

Vis zeal 	Zealous for equity and the observation of the 
al
f
i
r
d
ju
hsis

tie
:ti! laws, he often administered jtisticc in persOn. 	lie 

dmvourstu restored the memory Of those who had been un-
repir the •,,, 'sly condemned by Commodus, or, if they were evils done J"s' 
by Comm-still living; recalled them from exile : returning",  
Hera. Din. to these last, or to the heirs of such as were dead, 
cod. s, 9, their forfeited estates. 	And here I Cannot be- 
."'" 	lieve, upon the hare Word of Capitolinus, that he 

made them buy that justice of him. 	I have al- 
ready said, that he punished informers. 	If they 
were slaves, he Ordered them to be crucified: He 
restored to their masters such slaves as had run 
away from private families in order to enter into 
the prince's service. He suppressed the insolence 
of the imperial fiTed-men, Who, under the late 
ieign, had disposed of every thing with an abso-
lute power ; and lie stripped them of the immense 
riches they had acquired by purchasing at a low 
price the effects of those whom Commodus had 
condemned. his old acquaintance, the inhabitants 
of the town of Alba-Pompeia, where he was born, 
flocked to Rome as soon as they knew of hisl 
being upon the throne, big with expectation of 

mighty 
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mighty favours. 	They fbund their mistake : Per-
tinax not thinking it right for him to enrich with 
the public money persons who had only private 
connections with him. 

By a conduct so perfect in every respect, he re-
newed the happy reign of Marcus Aurelius ; and, 
making all his subjects taste the sweets of a mild 
and just government, he tilled with double joy 
those who fbund again in him that wise prince 
whose memory was infinitely dear to them. 

Amidst this general satisraction, two orders of Hatred of 
men, the praloi ians and the old court, who, under;i11,,e,Z;S 
Commodus, had given an unbounded loose to all of the oid 
their insolence, and glutted their rapacious ava- Nnrsti';;,,, 
rice at the expence. of the public, vowed theu,as. 
death of a refbrmer who curbed their iniquitous (n.a'P

alii7t  
desires. 	Pertinax had not yet displaced one ofit, 1.e.' ' 
those to whom his predecessor had intrusted any 
part of the ministry. 	But they knew I hat he wait-
ed only for the twenty-first of April e, the anni-
versary of the foundation of Rome, as a day of re-
newal,on which he intended to alter the whole face 
Of the court. 	To prevent this, they resolved his 
death; and some ofthe freed-wen proposed stiffing 
hmi in the bath : but that project was laid aside, 
as too dangerous ; and the prwtorian pmfect Lw-
tus undertook to get rid of him by other means. 

This officer soon repented his having raised A comf it- 
Pertinax to the throne. 	He had flattered himselfuhi'Y ti!roi- 
with hopes of reigning under the name of a prince icilmatte 
indebted to him ibr the sovereignty : but finding pnvi..;imi 
that Pertinax not only governed alone, but sel-Z..,1Z 
dom consulted him, allowed him no power, and Dio. 4 ra-
often taxed him with imprudence and wrong no-''''' 
tions of things, he grew extremely dissatisfied. 
His private views which had induced him to take 
away the life of Commodus, and his giving him, 

in 

* Some make the foundation of Rome fall on the twentieth or 
April. 	This difference is of no cumequence here. 
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in order to varnish over the heinousness of that 
deed, a virtuous successor, under whom he hoped 
to be able to gratify his own ambition, being now 
frustrated, he resolved to destroy his own work 
by a second crime still greater than the first. 	The 
troops under his command were ready to second 
him, and he took care to encourage in them that 
spirit of animosity and revolt. 	Accordingly he 
formed his plan, and determined to raise to the 
empire Sosius Falco, of whose daring boldness I 
have already mentioned an instance, and whose 
great birth and riches seemed to qualify him for 
the highest post. 

Civil. 7. Lwtus, watching his opportunity while Pertinax 
was gone to the sea-coast (probably to Ostia), to 
give orders concerning the supplying of the city 
with provisions, a thing he was extremely careful 
of, thought to take advantage of his absence, to 
carry Falco to the camp of the prxtorians. 	Perti- 
nax, being informed of it, returned immediately, 
and thereby disconcerted the scheme. 	He com- 
plained to the senate of the treachery of the sol-
diers, to whom he had given a very great largess, 
though he had found the public treasury quite ex- 
hausted. 	Falco was arraigned, and on the point of 
being condemned by the senators, when Pertinax, 
interposing strongly in his behalf, cried out; " No 
" senator, even though he be guilty, shall ever be 
" put to death whilst I govern." 	Some have pre- 
tended, that Falco was not privy to the plot by 
which he was to have been raised to the throne : 
but that is hardly probable, and the very words of 
Pertinax manifestly suppose the contrary. 	How- 
ever, he lived some years afterin peaceable posses-
sion o'r his fortune, and, at his death, bequeathed it 
to his son. 	It is still more surprising that Ltetus 
was contint4d in his cumin:mil. 	He must have 
played his cards so artfully, t hat Fcrtinax either did 
not suspect, or was able to convict him, Impunity, 

liAr 
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fhr from mending his perfidious heart, served only 
to encourage him to plunge still deeper into guilt, 
and, under a fitlse appearance of zeal, to incense 
the soldiers more and more against their sovereign. 

Capitolinus intermixes with his account of this 
aflitir, a confused story of a slave, who, pretending 
to be the son of Fabia, daughter of Marcus Aure-
lius, claimed as such a right of inheritance to the 
empire. 	He was detected, whipped, and restor- 
ed to his master. 	LaAns; laying hold of this pre- 
tence, caused several of the guards to be put to 
death, as accomplices of the mad designs of this 
wretch ; giving out, that they were thus punished 
by the emperor's command. 	His aim was, to ex- 
asperate the praetorians to the utmost, by letting 
them see the blood of their comrades shed upon 
the deposition of a slave. 

His black design succeeded. 	On a sudden *,Pertinax is 
three hundred of the most determined sallied forth 17,1,1Pro- 
from the camp, crossed the city at noon-day, and,rinn,iremi 
.sword 	in 	hand, 	marched 	towards 	the 	palace. 	 ,,pc.it. 
They must have been very sure of not meeting 
with any opposition, either from the soldiers who 

,were upon guard, or from the officers within the 
palace : for otherwise their attempt would have 
been as mad as it was criminal, and could not pos- 
sibly have been expected to succeed. 	Pertinax, 
being informed of their coming, ordered Lmtus 
to go out and meet them ; so little was he ac- 
quainted with the intrigues of that traitor. 	Lai- 
tus, author of the plot, but unwilling to declare 
himself until the blow was struck, avoiding meet-
ing the soldiers, and retired to his own house. 
The assassins arrived at the palace, of which they 
found all the gates open, and the avenues free. 
The guards let them pass ; and the freed-men and 
chamberlains of the emperor, far from resisting, 
encouraged them to proceed. 

In. 

* Dion Cassius says but two hutulred. 
VOL. VIM 
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In this great danger, several advised Pertinax to 
secure his life by a speedy flight, which Dion Cas-
sius assures us he might easily have (lone; adding, 
that it' he had but avoided the first fury of the 
soldiers, be would have fbund a safeguard and a 
rampart in the affections of the people. 	But, re- 
lying too much upon his own courage, and flat- 
tering 	himself that there yet remained in the 
hearts of the przetorians some sense of honour, 
which the presence of their emperor would awa-. 
ken in them, he advanced towards them with a 
stern look, and intrepid air. 	For a few moments, 
he had reason to think he had taken the right 
step ; for, struck with awe, they let him speak. 
" What ! said he to them, do you, whose duty it 
" is to watch over the safety of your prince, and 
" to guard him from foreign dangers ; do you 
" come here to murder him ! Of what have you 
" any cause to complain ? Is it the death of Com-
" modus that you want to revenge ? I am inno-
" cent of it; and am ready to grant you every 
" thing that you can reasonably desire from a 
" good and prudent emperor." 

These few words, pronounced with majesty, 
made an impression upon the mutinous band. 
With down-cast looks, most of them had already 
sheathed their swords, when one of them, by birth 
a Tongrian, more savage and intractable than the 
rest, upbraiding them with their faint-heartedness 
as he called it, darted his javelin at the emperor. 
This action roused all the fury of his companions, 
who instantly prepared to follow his example : 
upon which Tertinax, seeing no hope left, cover-
ed his head with his robe, and, invoking Jupiter 
the 	avenger, received their ,blows 	without at- 
tqipting to resist. 
111m: only person remained faithful to him in this 

last moment. 	This was the chamberlain Eclectus, 
tone of the murderers of Commodus, who, full of 

courage, 
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courage, bravely fought the assassins, wounded 
some of them, and was killed by his master's side. 

The praetorians cut off Pertinax's head, and 
sticking it upon a spear, carried that horrid tro- 
phy through the city to their camp. 

This melancholy event happened on the 2stlicap.15-. 
Of March of the year 193 of the Christian wra. 
Pertinax was born the 1st of August of the year 
126: consequently he was sixty-six years and near 
eight months old when he was killed, after having 
reigned somewhat less than three months. 	He 
left a son and a daughter, who lived like private 
persons, without ever claiming, or having imputed 
to them, any sort of right to the throne. 	This, 
with many other proof;4, shews plainly, that the 
Roman empire was not hereditary. 

Dion 	Cassius seems positive that Pertinax 
brought upon himself his untimely end, by being 
in too great a hurry to reform the state ; not con-
sidering, with all his experience, that, in such 
cases, true policy proceeds slowly, first correcting 
one abuse, and then another ; but never attacks 
them all at once. 	This reflection may be just : 

.but, on the other hand, we must beg leave to ob-
serve, that it is easy to judge of a thing by the 
event ; and that men are often very ingenious at 
pointing out the causes of misfortunes, after they 
have happened. 

Pert inax was certainly one of the greatest princesPrarti.:,0,:f that ever sat upon the throne of the Ctrsars, though p  r̀ i,„ FI,;',. 

	

the shortness of his reign did not permit him to 	• 
shcw his talents. 	The senate and people were at 
liberty to say what they thought of him, in the 
reign of Severus ; and they then made his eulo- 
gium, with acclamations proceeding from 	their 
hearts, and dictated by truth. 	" Under" Pelt- 
" nax, cried they,we lived without unea,,iness, and 

2 	 " were    

* Pertinace imperante, secure viximui, nernine m timuimuq. 
Putri piu, patri Senatus, patri bonorum minium. 
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" were exempt from fear. 	He was a good father 
" to us, a father to the senate, and a father to all 
" honest men." The emperor Severus pronounced 
himself his finwral 'oration ; 	and the following is,  
according to a fragment of Dion Cassius, which 

"ht. ass. 	. seems to have been extracted from that discourse, rat. the picture which he drew of him. 	" Military 
" courage easily degenerates into ferocity, and 
" political 	wariness 	into effeminacy. 	Pertinax 
" possessed both those virtues, without any tinc- 
" ture of the defects which frequently accompany 
" them. 	Ile was prudently bold against our ene- 
" mies abroad, and against the seditious at home ; 
" mild and just towards the citizens, and the pro- 
" tector of all good men. 	His virtue was proof 
" against the greatest height of grandeur ; and he 
" maintained with dignity the majesty of the su- 
" pre me power, without ever debasing it by mean- 
" ness, or rendering it odious by pride. 	He was 
" grave without austerity, gentle without weak- 
" ness, prudent without artifice, just without ri- 
" b aour9 	ncr frual 	without 	avarice, magnanimous 
" without haughtiness." 

1T 	fault,. 	This encomium includes all that can be wished. 
But the reader will remember that it is taken from 
a panegyrist, and that it requires some restriction 
with respect to two articles which I hinted at be- 
fore. 	In fact, it is difficult to clear Pertinax entirely 
of the imputation of avarice, of which Capitolinus 

vit.s, 9,instancesseveral minutedetails. Ileassuresus,that 
13. 	Pertinax, after having behaved with integrity and 

d i si nterestednessduringthe life of Marcus Aurelius, 
altered his conduct after the death Of that virtuous 
prince, and shewed his love ofnioney; that he grew 
rich on a sudden, by what means was not well 
known ; that lie extended his demesnes by usurpa-
tions over his neighbours, whom he had ruined by 
his u,:nry ; that, when general of the army, he sold 
the preferments in it ; and lastly, that, both befbre 
and after he was emperor, he carried on a sordid 

traffic, 
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traffic, more becoming his original station, than 
that to which his merit had raised him. 	Such a 
testimony as this seems to be of greater weight than 
the authority of Herodian, who says only in gene-
ral, that Pertinax was poor under the reign ()Worn-
modus, and that he owed hissafety to that poverty. 

The second reproach laid to his charge is, that s!tie.13. 
he was more liberal of words than deeds, and apt 	' 
to suit his speeches to the present circumstances, 
rather than to tthe stricUrnles of sincerity and 
truth. This fault, which Capitolinus takes notice 
of, may possibly have deceived that historian him-
self, who tells us seriously, that Pertinax dreaded 
the imperial dignity, that he never put on the or-
naments of it without a kind of fear and terror, 
and that he designed to abdicate it as soon as he 
could without danger. 	The manner in which 
Pertinax accepted the empire, gives no room to 
think that the weight of it was disagreeable to 
him. 	He seems rather to have been desirous and 
forward to obtain it. His intimations of fear, and 
of a desire to return to a private life, were, un-
doubtedly, in him, as in Augustus, a modest lan-
guage,calculated to set oil him that used it. 

His morals were not better than those of his 
wife ; and History mentions a certain Cornificia, 
whom he was passionately fond of; even at the 
expellee of his reputation. 

Notwithstanding these defects, Pertinax truly 
deserved great praise, and was the last of that 
series of good princes, 	which, beginning with 
Vespasian, was interrupted Only by l)omitian and 
Commodus. 	We shall find no other worthy of 
that name until we come to Alexander Severus. 

I ought not to conclude this account of Perti-The behn-

nax, ‘Iithout mentioning, to his hiiour, the beha- F0",,ri„tn. 
your of Pompcianus son-in-lateto Marcus Aurc- as a none 

bus, the honour of the senate, and the Cato of il=„7:4  
his tore. 	That illustrious lienator, unable to bear Pertima>i. 

e 	 the• 
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the sight of the horrid excesses of his brother-in- 
law Commodus, had retired from Rome under 
pretence of illness. 	The moment he knew that 
Pertinax was to be made emperor, he came back, 
and staid there all his reign ; too short for the 
happiness of the empire. 	As soon as Pertinax 
was dead, Pompeianus's illness returned, and he 
was never more seen within the city. • 

Praire of 
Po nus mpcia- 

. 
history takes very little farther notice of Pom- 
• peianus, though he was certainly one of the most 

shining characters of his age. 	Marcus Aurelius 
chose him for his son-in-law on account of his 
virtue. 	He was great in arms, inflexibly just, and 
the best of counsellors so long as Commodus 
thought proper to consult him ; neither partaking 
in the crimes of that emperor, nor in the plots 
formed against him ; and so sensible of the ties t13aft. it. Pat. of. affinity, that he could not help shedding tears 
for the death of a prince, under whom his life had 
never been safe a moment. 

SECT. III. 

DIDIUS JULIANUS. 

THE empire is put up to sale b7 the Nem-inns. Sul- 
pirianus /ii(ls for it. 	Didius Julianui out-bids him, 
and has it. 	He is confirmed by the senate. Dion 
Cassius seems to charge him unjustly with funny and 
.rluttong. 	The people openlll skew their indigna- 
tion aAainsl him. 	lie endeavours to preserve the 
ajfi-rtion of the solilicrs, aml to Lain that of the se- 
nate and people. He is ruined hill ,sevcrus. 	Short 
account of his fall and death. 	He deserved his i‘n- 
fiappy fate. 

A. it. Pit. Q. SOSI US FAL( O. 
A. C. i o:,. C. JILLICIS LRUC ICS CLARUS. 

THE 

   
  



BOOK XXI.) 	DIDIUS JULIANUS. 	 23 

THE soldiers, after the death of Commodus,The em. 
had disposed of the empire as if it had been tu

)ire
t°
is
sm

t 
their property. 	Now, they sold it. 	Intimidated bctl1e prze- 
by the crime they had been guilty of in murderingtgailis-
Pertinax, they shut themselves up in their canip,LA-xm  
leaving the senate and people at liberty to ventis,"per;HDJ.Ii.  
either their indignation, or 	their grief, in 	corn-'1: 2: 
plaints as bitter as they were impotent: whilst 
they, insulting over the misfortunes of the public, 
of which they were the. cause, and thinking only 
how they might make most money by it, caused 
those among them who had the strongest voice 
to get upon the ramparts of the camp, and from 
thence proclaim, that the empire was to be sold, 
and should be given to whoever offered them the 
largest sum. 

Flavius Sulpicianus, a senator, who until now,,suipiehm- 
had been generally esteemed, acted on this ocea-us bids fur 

sion a most unbecoming part. 	I-Ic was pra,fect it.  
of the city, and flither-in-law to Pertinax, who, 
upon the first notice of the sedition of the prtuto- 
flans, sent him 	to their camp, to try to pacify 
them. 	Whilst he was there, Pertinax was killed, 
and Sulpicianus was not ashamed to grasp at his 
bloody spoils. 	Ile bid Ibr the empire; but soon 
met with a competitor. 

When the news of the proclamation of the sol-
diery reached the city, all the honest part of the 
inhabitants were struck with horror, rightly judg-
ing it the utmost it,iiiiny to the Roman name, that 
the empire should be exposed to public sale, and 
that by the murderers, of a prince whom they re-
spected and esteemed. 

)id i 
liqu

tis Ju.  
Didi tis,Julianus thought otherwise. 	Ile was de-us out- 

scended t'rom an illustrious family,espe,:..ially by the bieli rri, it  
mother 'q side, she being the grand-daughter of the 
famous Civilian Salvius Julianus, author (lithe per-
petual edict under Adrian. ' Ilk father, Petronius 
Didius, was originally of*Milan. 	Didius Juliaimi 

wa t, 
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was educated in the house, and under the eyes of 
Domitia Lucilla, the mother of Marcus Aurelius. 
He went through all the offices of the state, and 
was consul with Pertinax, whom he succeeded in 
the proconsuiship of Africa, in which, as well as 
in several other employments, he acquired some 
reputation. 	I have already mentioned the chief 
transactions of his life, which was not without its 
mixture of adversity. 	He was involved in the 
accusation under which his uncle Salvius Julia-
nus fell; but luckily escaped, Commodus, if we 
believe Spartian, having already shed so much 
illustrious blood, that he was weary of slaughter, 
and feared it might render him too odious. 	How- 
ever, either for this, or some other affair of the 
same nature, Didius was banished to Milan, from 
whence his tamily first came; and, according to 
Dion Cassius, his restless ambition deserved that 
punishment. 	He was immensely rich, and added 
daily to his wealth by all sorts of means. 	The 
author we have just mentioned tells us, that he 
himself convicted him of injustice several times, 
in causes ip which he pleaded for those whom 
Didius oppressed. 	As to his morals, I know not 
well what judgment to form, between the diame-
trically contrary testimonies of Dion Cassius and 
Herodian on one side, and Spartian on the other. 
The two first, who were his contemporaries, ac-
cuse him of the most unpardonable debaucheries, 

Yptyt. 31. luxury, and intemperance. 	Spartian says quite 
the contrary ; treats those reports as calumnies, 
and assures us, that Didins's table, wag even sor- 
didly frugal. 	If I were to say which of these 
characters I think the truest, I should readily give 
the preference to that of Spartian. 	It is plain, that 
Dion Cassius hated Did i us, and that be takesa plea-
sure in sittaking ill of him : and besides, it does not 
seen) probable, that a man immoderately expensive 
) n matters of voluptuousness, could be possessed Of 
f,uch immense treasures as enabled Didius to buy 

the 
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the empire. 	But if he had not that vice, he is 
blameable in many other respects, and cannot be 
excused of great levity of mind, thirst after riches, 
rash ambition, and want of prudence, judgment, 
and courage. 

He was at table, when news was brought him 
that the prtetorians ()tiered the empire to whoever 
would give them most money fir it. 	The glitter- 
ing prospect charmed him ; and his wife and (laugh-
ter exhorted him to seize the favourable opportu- 
nity. 	Accoidiugly, he left his house, and, atter 
meeting by the way two officers who gave him 
great encouragement, presented •Iiimself before 
the walls of the camp. 	There he learned what 
sums was offered by Sulpicianus, who was within 
the camp ; and immediately he bid above him. 
The two competitors, rising in their offers, con-
tended some time without seeing each other. At 
length Sulpicianus promised to give each of the 
soldiers 	twenty 	thousand 	sesterces. 	Didius, 
thereupon, at once added five thousand more i 
and, by that extravagant offer, together with his 
telling the soldiers, that Sulpicianus would not 
iiiil to revenge the death of his father-in-law Per- 
tinax, carried his point. 	At the same time he 
promised them, that if he was chosen, he would 
restore the memory of Commodus, re-erect his 
statues, and let the praitorians enjoy the same 
privileges, that is to say, the same licentiousness, 
in which that emperor had indulged them. 	Upon 
these conditions, he was admitted into the camp, 
and proclaimed Augustus by the soldiers. 	After 
offering the usual sacrifices, he took possession of 
the empire, thanked the 	soldiery fir NI, liat they 
had done, and ratified all that he had promised 
them. 	At their request, he appointed Julius Fla- 
vius Genialis and Tullius Crispinus, commanders 
of the prmtorian guards, and received their inter-
cession in favour of Sulpicianus, who had disput- 
ed the empire with him. 	The only harm he did 

this 
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this rival was removing him from his post of go. 
vernor of the city, which he gave to his son-in-
law, Cornelius Repentinus. 

He i° "11-  firmed by 
the  semae. 

. All this was done the very day that Pertinax was 
killed. 	Towards the evening, the new emperor 
left the camp, in order to proceed to the senate, 
surrounded by a numerous body of troops, com- 
pletely armed, who marched, 	with 	trumpets 
sounding and colours flying, as if' they had bear 
going to battle. 	This precaution was not ill- 
judged ; for the public resentment could not be 
greater, nor more justly founded, than on this 
occasion. 	Every one knew, that nothing but 
force could make the senate confirm so scanda- 
lous an election ; and the people were so incensed 
at it, that the priptorians, when they crossed the 
city, were obliged to cover their heads with their 
shields, to keep off the stones and tiles that were 
thrown at them from the tops of the houses. 

Fear, which, on such occasions as this, always 
operates most strongly upon those who have most 

.1),„.&  to lose, determined the senators to assemble. 	Di- 
Spart. 3, 4- di us addressed 	them 	with 	so extraordinary a 

speech, that one can hardly believe it, even upon 
the word of Dion Cassius, who was present. 	" I 
see," said he to them," that you want a head, and 
46  I am the most worthy to command you. I would 
" give you proof's of it, but that you know me, 
" and I can appeal to your Own consciences. 	1 
" am therefore come with only a tew troops, and 
" appear alone among you, to demand your con- 
" tirmation of what the soldiers have given me." 
ir he really spoke in this manner, he must have 
lost all sense 	of shame. 	" 1.01'," as the above 
" mentioned historian observes, 	" at the very 
" time that he said he was alone, the senate-house 
" was entirely surrounded by armed men, and he 
" himself was guarded by soldiers who stood near 
" him. 	Our knowledge of him, to which he ap- 
" pealed, served only to fill us with fear and ha- 

" tred 
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" tred." 	However, he obtained the decree he 
wanted. 	Ile was inscribed among the patrician 
families, and decorated with all the titles of the 
imperial power, as were his wife itlanlia Scantilla, 
and his daughter I )idia Clara, with that of Augus- 
&e. 	After this, he dismissed the assembly, and was 
conducted to the palace by the praetorians. 

Here our authors differ again, as I observed they Dion c... 
did before, with respect to Didius. 	If we believe L":1::,,i4: 
Dion Cassius, this emperur,of a few hours thought him un-.  
the supper prepared fOr Pertinax too poor for him,MIY,„%tkil and therefore ordered another extremely delicatcgium;ny'. 
and costly. 	He played at dice while the corpse 
of his predecessor was yet in the palace, and or-
dered a play to be acted, in which the pantomime 
Pylades was one of the performers. 	Spartian re- 
futes this account, as founded only on false re-
ports, maliciously spread by the enemies of Di-
dius ; and asserts, that the new prince did not 
cat until after the body of Pertinax had been bu-
ried ; that he was very melancholy during his re-
past ; and that he spent the night, not in mirth 
and jollity, but in serious reflections upon the cri-
tical situation he had brought himself into, and 
the steps most proper ibr him 	to take. 	It must 
be owned, that this last account seems by far the 
most probable ; and Dion Cassius, as I betbre ob-
served, was prejudiced against, and hated Didius, 
with whom he had had several disputes ; whereas 
Spartian, w ho wrote an hundred years after, had 
nointerest to favour this unhappy prince. 	The 
caution too with which Didius acted in whatever 
concerned the memory of Pertinax, is fir from 
giving any sort of room to think he would insult 
him the very day of his death. 	Ile laid it down 
as a rule never to speak of him in public, either 
well or ill. To have praised him, would have dis-
pleased the soldiery, and consequently have been 
dangerous ; and his respect for his virtues made 
him refrain from censures and invectives4  

The 
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The day after that on which Didius took pos-
session of the empire, the senators and knights 
waited on him with 	 heir compliments of con- 
gratulation, which, the more 	unwillingly they 
were paid, the more eager they were to express 
them. 	" W 	composed our looks," says Dion 
Ca,,sitis, " and 	affected 	to appear joyful, whilst 

The people " 
openly 	our hearts were racked with sorrow:" 	But the 
F'or:w thcir people, strangers to disguise, gave a loose to all 
irdg"aT * their indin.nation. 	When Didius went out of the t,ti2g-p,ris 
him. - 	palace, they loaded him with 	invectives ; 	and 
11.-ro. 1 	whilst he was sacrificinn•r-, 	to Janus, according to Dio. 1 

e. 	custom, in the vestibule of the senate-house, they spv 
wished lie might not find any favourable omens 
in the entrails of the victims, and openly called 
him an usurper and a parricide : for he was sus-
pected, though without reason, as it appears, of 
being concerned in the murder of Pertinax ; and 
some later writers have not scrupled to record 

Euirep 	that false report. 	Didius tried to appease the 
"turd!. Virl.bimult by fair words, and even promised a lar-

gess : but the people cried out, " We will not 
" have it; we will not accept any thing from you." 
They even went so far as to throw stones at him : 
so that he was obliged to order his guards to make 
use of their arms against the seditious. 	Some of 
them were killed : but their death did not stop 
the rest. On the contrary, they became more fu- 
rious, and, with continual clamours, 	regretted 
Pertinax, heaped reproaches upon Didius, invok-
ed the vengeance of the gods, and loaded the sol-
diers with bitter curses. 

In the mean time Didius went in to the senate, 
and made a prudent and modest speech, thanking 
the fathers for the honours they had conferred up- 
on him, his wife, and his daughter. 	He then le- 
ceived the title of Father of his Country, which 
had, doubtless, been offered him the evening be-
fore, and he had refused ; as he now did a statue 

of silver which some of the senators proposed e- 
recting to him. 	 From 
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From the senate he directed his march towards 
the capitol. 	The people, in crowds, stopped up 
his way a second time ; and it was again necessary 
to use violence, and even the. sword, to disperse 
the exasperated multitude, who thereupon took 
up arms, ran to the circus, and staid there all that 
night and the next clay, without rating or drink-
ing, invoking, in the name of the city and the em-
pire, the assistance of the generals who com- 
manded the armies in thi. 	provinces, and pal ti. 
cularly that of Pescennius Niger, who governed 
Syria. 	Didius rightly judged, that it would be 
in vain to attempt to expostulate with men capa-
ble of such excess of rage, and that they would 
be most likely to cool if let to themselves. 	Ac- 
cordingly, hunger and want of sleep soon had the 
desired effect. 	Every one returned to his own 
home, and tranquillity was restored in the city. 

These actions of Didius would give one no bad 
opinion of him,if the means by which he obtained 
the empire could be justified : but they were by so 
much the more criminal and odious, as he had al-
ways been a favourite with Pertinax,who used 
frequently to call him his colleague and his stares- se„s. e. 
sor, alluding,as I before observed, to his having 
been his colleague in the consulship, and his suc-
cessor in the proconsulship of Africa ; which was 
afterwards interpreted as a presage of his being 
succeeded by Didius in the empire. 

This first storm being over, Didius enjoyed ains mica. 
short calm ; during which he tried every method yours to 
to fix himself upon the throne. In the first place,rir,n,Z.. 
he paid the prirtorians, and * even gave them tion of the 

)11:ilite°7-,,in more than he had promised. 	Instead of twenty.: 
five thousand sesterces, he gave each of them  that of the  

thirty i,(.
,
‘,,,Tip

t
i
c
e. 

 tut. t 

* Herodian, on the contrary, assures ns, that Mains was not 
able to make good his promise to the soldiery, and that his 
tiding therein incensed them against him. 	As I do not find 
elsewhere any indication of this coolness of the pratoriang for 
Didins, I have chosen rather to follow Spartian. 
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thirty thousand. Knowing how much the memo-
ry of Commodus was dear to them, he suffered 
them to give him his name ; and restored seve-
ral customs, or rather abuses, which that prince 
had introduced, and Pertinax had reformed : and, 
lastly, the better to resemble that worst of mo-
dels, he was not ashamed to disgrace his old age 
by combats and other exercises of a gladiator, 
which he never had practised in his youth. 

To regain, if possibh', the affection of the se-
nate and people, he affected great popularity in 
his 	behaviour, 	regularly 	attending 	all 	public 
shews, flattering the great, making himself fami-
liar with the common people, bearing patiently 
reproaches and insults, and admitting the chief 
senators to his table, which was always magnifi- 
cently served. 	But none were the dupes of his 
fawning caresses : for, as Dion Cassius observes*, 
whatever exceeds the proper bounds of things, 
though agreeable in itself, becomes suspicious to 
men of sense. 	Accordingly Didius, instead of 
appeasing the hatred of the senate and people, 
too justly incensed against him, added to it con-
tempt of him by his meannesscs. 

nen' r"'"" 	This however, was not the immediate cause of ed by Sc.. 
‘erus. 	his ruin : nor was he conquered or dethroned by 

Niger, whose assistance the people had implored 
Dio.6'-ur-in their first fury. 	A nearer and more fbrmida- 
7;1;2.'3 	plc enemy pulled him down befbre he had time 
,. 	to settle himself upon the throne. 	Severus, who 

commanded the legions in 111yricum, vowing re-
venge for the death of Pertinax, caused himself 
to be proclaimed emperor by his troops, and, 
marching directly towards Rome, easily over-set 
the yet tottering fortune of Didius. 

W ort ne- 	The particulars of this revolution belong to the 
c. 11 and 	11' 	 • 
ount a his 

fa 	
1  .story 	

>of the reign of Severus, 	who was the 
&all. 	 author 

rici, ,), 	TO i'iWclit TN tigOra., X;t:Y Xigel:Etrki Ti 01 	 0)677, NASely 107r 
Mr '2,761%; I ft:144;9M°. 
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author of it. 	I shall therefore only observe here 
in few words, that Didius, 	in the midst of his 
danger, shewed nothing but weakness, timidity, 
and perpetual irresolution ; 	and 	that, being at 
last abandoned by the praetorians, whom Severus 
had gained over, he was deposed; and condemn- 
ed to sufkr death, by the senate. 	A tribune and 
some soldiers were sent to execute this order in 
the palace, where Didius endeavoured to conceal 
himself. 	The cowardly and,  unfortunate old man, 
who had paid so clear for so tragical an end, at 
the sight of the tribune burst into complaints, 
repeating several times with a mournful voice, 
" What crime have I committed ? Whose life 
" have I taken away ?" His vain complaints were 
not heard : the soldiers massacred him, and hi's 
body was, with the senate's leave, given to his wife 
and daughter, who buried it in the tomb of his 
grandfather. He was at this time fifty-six, or, ac-
cording to Dion Cassius, sixty years of age, and 
had reigned only sixty-six days. 	Consequently 
he was killed, either on the first, or the second of 
June. 

Untimely as the fate of this emperor was, itIT,,(!eserv- 
cannot be denied but that he deserved it. 	The cuapipu3ta 
scandalous means by which he obtained the em-
pire, and his not only encouraging the soldiery 
in their insolence, but rewarding them for it, are 
crimes which will always blacken the memory of 
Didius, who had not one good quality to recom-
mend him. 

BOOK 

   
  



[ 32 

BOOK XXII. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN OF 

SEVERUS. 

A. R. 941. 	Q. SOS1US FALCO. 
A. C.193. 	C. JULIUS ERUCIUS CLARUS. 

PESCENIUS NIGER iS proclaimed emperor at 
Axitioch, and acknowledged :n all the East. 

Severus, proclaimed emperor in Illyricum to- 
wards the end of April, or in the beginning of 
May, marches immectiatcly towards Rome. 

Didius killed the second of June. 	Severus ac- 
knowledged at Rome. 

He disbands the prwtorians, and makes his en- 
try into Rome. 

Solemn funeral and apotheosis of Pertinax. 
New praetorians, to the amount of four times 

the number of the former. 
Before he sets out to war against Niger, he 

comes to an agreement with Albinus who com- 
manded in Britain, and, fearing to have him for 
a rival, gives him the title of cwsar. 

First act of hostility between Niger -and Seve- 
rus near Perinthus in Thrace. 	Niger declared a 
public enemy by the senate. 

A.R. 945. 	L. SEPTDIIUS SEVERUS AUGUSTUS II. 
A. C. 194. 	P. CLODIUS ALBINUS C/ESAR H. 

Battle near Cyzicus, in which Niger's general 
EmiliantA is defeated. 

Beginning 
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Beginning of the siege of Byzantium. 
Second battle, between Nice and Cius, in which 

Niger, commanding his troops in person, is over-
thrown by Severus's general, Candidus. 

He flies into Syria, and fortifies the pass of 
mount Taurus, which stops the victorious army 
for a while. 

After having at length forced this pass, Severus's 
army enters Cilicia. 	Third and last battle near 
the Issus, in which Niger is, irretrievably undone. 

He endeavours to fly beyond the Euphrates : 
but is taken and killed. 

Cruelties exercised by Severus upon the con-
quered party. 

SCAPULA TERTULLUS. 	 A. 11.946. 
TINEIUS CLEMENS. 	 A. C. 194.  

Severus's expedition into Mesopotamia and the 
neighbouring countries. 	The possession of Nisi- 
Ins secured to the Romans. 

CN. DOMITIUS DEXTER U. 	 A. R. 917. 
L. VALERIUS MESSALA TIIRASEA PRISCUS. 	A.,C. 196. 

Byzantium taken after a siege of three years. 
Rupture between Severus and Albinus, who 

causes himself to be proclaimed Augustus. 
Albinus passes over into Gaul. 
Severus returns from the East, and, arriving at 

Viminacium upon the Danube, declares his eldest 
son, Bassianus, Cresar, and makes him take the 
name of Marcus.Aurelins-Antonnius. 	We call 
him Clinical la. 

. 	. 	. . 	LATERANUS. 	 A. 8.914. 

. 	. 	. 	. 	nUF1N US. 	 A. C. 197. 

Battle between Severus and Albinus 	near 
Lyons, the nineteenth of February. 	Scverus 

Vol,. VIII. 	1) 	 conquers. 
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conquers. 	Albinus kills himself, or makes one of 
his slaves kill him. 

Severus behaves with still greater cruelty after 
this victory, than he had done before he conquer- 
ed Niger. 

His rage against the senate, several members of 
which had seemed to incline towards Albinus. He 
ranks Commodus among the gods; calls himself his 
brother,and the son of Marcus-Aurelius. Twenty.,  
nine, or, some say, forty-one senators put to death. 

He returns into the East, to make war upon 
the Parthians. 

A. R. 949. 
A. C. 19S. TI. SATURNINUS. 

C. GALLUS 

He enters the territories of the Parthians, and 
takes Babylon, Seleucia, and Ctesiphon. 

He declares Caracalla Augustus, and Geta, his 
second son acsar, making him likewise take the 
name of Antoninus. 

'War, of little importance, with the Jews. 
About this same time Lupus buys peace of the 

. Meati in Britain. 

A. R. 9.;0. P. CORNELIUS ANULLNIUS II. 
A.. C. 199. M. AUFIDIUS FRONT°. 

The city of Atra besieged twice in vain by Se. 
'rerun. 

A. R. 951. TI. CLAUDIUS SEVERUS II. A. C. 200. 
C. AUFIDIUS VICTORINUS. 

Fresh cruelties of Severus, even against his own 
ii•iends. 	Death of Crispus and La'tus. 

A 11I. 932. L. ANNIUS FABIAN US. 
A. C. 201 M. NUN IUS MUC1AN US 	 ' 

everus 
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Severus gives the virile robe to his eldest -son 
Caracalla, and appointS him consul with himself. 

L. SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS III. ) 	 A. R.953. A .ti. UGG. 	A. C 202. M. AURELIUS ANTONINUS, 

Edict of persecution against the Church: 
Severus goes into Egypt, and visits all that 

tountry. 

SEPTIMIUS GETA. 	 A. R. 954. 
FULVIUS PLAUTIANUS II. 	

C 203. 

The first of these consuls was brother to Seve-
rus, and the other his minister. 

Severus returns to Rome, and there celebrates 
his victories, his return, and the tenth year of his 
reign, with magnificent games and shews. 

He gives the virile robe to his second son Geta 
Cana r. 

He marries his eldest son to Plautilla the 
daughter of Plautianus. 	. 

L. FABILIS SEPTIMIUS CiLo II. 	 A. R. 955. 
	.LIBO. 	 A. C. 204. 

Eruption of Mount Vesuvius. 
Disgrace and death of Plautianus. 	His son and 

daughter banished to Lipari. 
Secular games. 

M. ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS II: 

	

	 A. R. 956. 
A. C. 20.;. P. SEPTimiUs GETA CLESAR. 	 . 

Consulship of the two kothers. 	Their impla- 
cable enmity. 	 . 

NONIMIuS ALBINUS. 	 A. B. 057.  A. C. 200. 
FLYLvIUS YEMILIAIOS. 

.1) 2 	 C•013. 
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Condemnation and death of several seinators. 

A. R.9.59. 	 Aria. A. C. 207.  
	 MAXIMUS. 	 • 

Commotions of the Caledonians - and Meati in 
Britain. 	Severus resolves to go thither. 

Bulla Felix, a famous robber, taken. 

AA. R. 
. C. 

2959. 
09.  M. ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS III. 

P. SEPTIM1US META CiESAR. 
. 	, 

.Severus goes to. Britain with his two sons. 
• Geta is declared Augustus. 

A. It. 90. 	 POMPEIAN US. A. C. 209.  AVITUS. 
. 	 • 

Severus's expedition into North Britain. 	Ile 
grants peace to the barbarians. 

• 
A. C. 210.  M. ACILIUS FAUSTINHOS. -• 

TRIARIUS RUFINUS. 	, 

Severus's wall between the firths of Clyde and 
of Forth. 

Caracalla attempts to kill his fiither. 
. . 

A. R.. 962. 	GENTIAN US. 
A. C. 211.  	 BASSUS. 

Severus is taken ili. 
The barbarians take up-arms.  
Severus dies at York, the fourth of February. 
Ilis sons perfOrm his funeral obsequies at York, 

and carry to Rome the urn which contained his 
. 	ashes. 

SECT. 

   
  



Dom XXIII] 	SEVERUS: ' 	 57 

SECT. 1. 
SEVERUS. 

Renewal of the civil wars in the empire. 	Pescennius 
Niger called to the empire by the people. 	His ex- 
traction, 6c. 	His strict maintenance of the mili- 
taty discipline. 	'He himself set the example. his 
private character is problematical. 	His design to 
re/omit the state, 	He causes himself to be pro= 
claimed emperor by his troops. He is acknowledged 
throughout all the east. 	Loses himself by an ill- 
timed seewity. 	Extractim, rise, 4-c. of Severn. 
He causes himself to be proclaimed emperor by the 
kgions of Ills ricum, which he commanded. He pre- 
pares to march towards Rome. 	His speech to his 
army. He sets out; and is received in Italy with- 
out any opposition. 	Feeble and vain Iiirts of Di- 
dius to maintain his ground. 	Severus prevails with 
the lircetorians to abandon Didius. 	Death of Di- 
dius. 	lhe senate acknowledges &vents emperor. 
All Rome dreads Scverus. Deputation of an hun- 
dred senators, who meet him ,at Interamna: 	He 
disbands the Pralorians. 	Makes his entry into 
Rome. Ile god to the senate, and makes fine pro-
mises, which he does not keep. He honours the me-
mory of Pertina.v, and causes his funeral rites to 
be perllirmed with great mag»ilicence. Severus em-
ploys his lime use/icily during his stay at Rome.. ew 
Praitoriaas. &vows Minks of securing himself a-
gainst,tthinus. Severusgives him the title ofCcesar. 
Ile prepares t, attack Niger. 	lie sets out from 
Rome, without acquainting the senate or people 
wills Isis desig:n. Reason ofthis silence. His soldiers 
mlltilly. Niger passes into Europe. 	his strenwh. 
A skirmish near Perintluts, the first act of hostili- 
ty. 	Niger declared a public enemy. 	Insincere 
and 

	

	negociation. 	The battle of Cyzicus, ,fruilless 
Ot Teltich /Emillanus, Niger's general, is (Ideated. 

13,y,1:27 k. 
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Byzantium besieged by Severus. 	The battle of 
Nice, in which Niger is overthroten. 	The pass of' 
Mount Taurus, fortified by Niger, stops Semmes 
army for some time. A violent storm throws down 
the fortifications. 	A third and last battle near Is., 
sus. 	Niger defeated and killed. 	What judgment 
should be formed of Niger. 	Severus's cruelty af- 
ter his victory. 	Byzantium taken after a siege of 
three years. 	Severus's rigorous treatment 9f the 
Byzantines. 	Severus mares war upon several na- 
tions of the east. 	An out-law named Claudius 
laughs with impunity at Severus. . A violent storm 
deters an army of Scythians from attacking the 
Romans. 

Renewal of r 
the ciril 
wars in the 

HE three last emperors of whom we have 
spoken, were killed in the space of five 

`'"'P e. 	months. 	A new scene, still more tragical and 
bloody, opens upon us now. 	The civil wars, so 
fiir ended by Vespasian's victory as to occasion 
only a few slight disturbances since that time, 
broke. out again with fury in the times 1 am go- 
ing to speak of, and, to the massacre of princes, 
added the carnage of battles. 

These mistbrtunes were the inevitable conse- 
quence of the unbounded licentiousness of the 
soldiery, who arrogated to themselves the power 
of disposing of the empire. 	The pratorians had 
no more right to it than the armies in the provin- 
ces ; and, in their last choice, they had carried 
this abuse to so enormous an height of insolence, 
that neither the commanders of the legions,•nor 
the legions themselves, could possibly think ofre- 
ceiying masters from the.hands ()knell vileelectors 

Pcrecimilis 	I observed before, that, the very moment Didius /.:;,,,, eau- ,- 	, 	took po,session of the empire which he had bought, E. V) tae 
empire ii:' the people, fired with indignation, called out for 

s Nig, then governor of Syria, and, :„ Put Pescenniu 	er 
tion, 6.c. 	with repeated cries, invited him to come and yin- 
4X  '1.11. dicate the honour of the Roman name, by placing X 

ilialSelf 
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himself upon the throne of the Caesars, shameful-sp.-I. pa. 
ly invaded by a vile purchaser. Niger deserved in 2  l'zi, 1"g
many respects the esteem which the people ex-spuL Nig- 
pressed so strongly for him. 	He did not owe his 
elevation to his birth, which was honourable, but 
not great. 	lie was descended of an equestrian fa- 
mily, and horn, probably, at Aquinum, where his 
grandfather exercised the office of intendant of 
the C:usars. 	After acquiring a slight tincture of 
learning in his youth, his courage and ambition 
being greater than his fortune, he entered into the 
army, and behaved so well in the several stations 
he served in, that Marcus Aurelius took notice of, 
and commended him. Under Commodus, he dis-im; 1: 1  tinguished himself in a war against the barbarians; silo'. • 
bordering upon the Danube. 	He was also em-SPIrt. rte,;. 
ployed in the war of the deserters who had over-3' 
run Gaul, and succeeded therein so well, that Se- 
verus, who was then governor of the country of 
Lyons, gave the highest of characters of him to 
the emperor, called him a man necessary to the 
republic. 	He obtained the consulship by means 
truly honourable, that is to say, the recommenda-
tion of the officers who served under him : and 
Commodus, jealous as he was of this proof of 
esteem and affection given by an army to its ge- 
neral, did not dare to refiise it him. 	Niger was 
consul the same year as Seven's, and ranked be- 
fore him. 	lie was afterwards made governor of 
Syria, and owed that post, one of the most impor-
tant of the state, to the interest of Narcissus, the 
wrestler who strangled Commodus., 	Such were 
the channels through which all favours flowed. 

Among his military qualifications, he is particu-p,,Iris strict 

lady commended for his strictness in mai»taining n„,:,%.",.r 
the military discipline, which was such, that Seve- tthenti.  
rus himself; though hisgrcatest enemv,and hiscon-o;„ 
queror, quoted him as a model to those to whom:3. Sc 10. 
lie gave the command of his troops. 	Niger's sol-
slicrs never dared to exact eitber wood, oroil, from 

' a subject' 
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a subject of the empire : or if any of them (lid at 
any time transgress that express command oftheit 
general, they were sure to be severely punished for 
it. 	Thus, he ordered ten soldiers to be beheaded, 
for having eaten of a fowl which one of them had 
stolen: but being prevented from putting this sen.!  
tence in execution by the murmurs of the whole. 
army,which was almost ready to mutiny, he spared 
their lives, ordered each of them to restore ten 
fowls in the room of the one which had been 
taken, forbade them the use of fire during the whole. 
campaign, and commanded that they should cat 
nothing but cold victuals, and drink only water. 

He was a declared enemy to whatever had the 
least tendency towards luxuryand effeminacy in an 
army. 	Observing one clay some soldiers drinking 
out of a silver cup while they were upon a march 
against the enemy, he forbade the use of all silver 
plate in the camp, saying, that vessels ofwood were 
as ti,eful, and that it was wrong to give the bar-
barians even a chance of boasting that they had 
taken the plate of the Romans, if the baggage of 
these last should at any time tall into their hands. 
He suffered no bakers to fbllow the army, but 
made both soldiers and officers be content with 
biscuit. 	Ile 	likewise proscribed 	wine, and re- 
duced, them to vinegar and water, which used to 
be the drink of the Roman troops in ancient 
times. 

These regulations were highly displeasing to the 
soldiers; hut Niger was inflexible; and when soma 
of them, v, ho guarded th.;• frontiers of' Egypt, pe=
titioned him for wine, I,;! answered; '' What! Do 
" you NVOnt wine, wlico you have the Nile to drink 
" oot of!" Anollier til, e, sonic of his troops hav-
ing been beaten k the Sal :wens, and pretcmling to 
exen,e themselves bybaving that they hail no wine, 
and therefOre had not strength to fight; he silenced 

• them with thisauswer: " Blush at your efreminacy. 
" Your conquerors drink nothing but water." 	In 

effect 

   
  



Poox. XXII.] 	SEVER Ll S. 	 41 

effect, the Saracens, through poverty and rustici- 
ty, 	observed 	then that abstinence from wino, 
which their false prophet, long after, made a part 
of their religion. 

At the same time that Niger was thus severe to 
Ins troops, he was their constant protector against 
all injustice. The Roman soldiers were in a man-
ner tributaries of those who commanded them ; 
and a custom had been introduced, in conse-
quence of which they paid 'their officers certain 
pretended dues, that were now become heavy and 
oppressive taxes. lie put a stop to these exactions 
vherever he commanded ; forbid the officers to 
receive any thing from their soldiers, and even 
caused two tribunes to be stoned fbr disobeying 
his orders in this respect. IIe often repeated a fine 
saying, which we find recorded in a letter of Se-
vcrus ; namely *, That an officer ought to make 
ins soldiers fear and respect him ; which he can-
not do, if' his character be not unexceptionable.. 

lie himself set the example, and never suffered n o Ii
iimsdr 

the soldiers to pay him any of those illegal perqui-a"„t,pth.,'; ' 
sites which he forbid others to receive. In gene- 	3  6.  IL 
ral, he required nothing of those that were under 
him, but what he practised himself: 	When he 
was in the field, his 	table, 	frugally served, was 
placed at the entrance of his tent, on the outside, 
without seeking any shelter either from the sun, 
or rain. 	In 	his 	imarches, when, as every one 
knows, the Roman soldiers were greatly loaded, 
each of them carrying not only his arms and bag-
gage, but also provi,ions for several days, - \ie.er 
was particularly carefid to give the heaviest bur. 
dens to his own slaves, in order thereby to comfbrt 
the troops, 	 nd not 2,i.% c them room to complaill that 
their condition was worqe than that of the mean- 
est of mankind. 	In all things, he treated himself. 

as 

	

'4  Scias id de Nigro. tailitem tiinere nim i)r)4., 	intrgri 
rtteriut tribuni & du:es milittou. 	 3. 
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as he did his soldiers ; and, one day, he protested 
- 	with an oath, befbre a numerous 'assembly, that 

he never had 	indulged himself in any respect 
more than the lowest man in his army ; and that. 
he should always act in the same manner, as long 
as he commanded. 	He was a true soldier : Ma- 
rius, Camillus, Coriolanus, Hannibal, were the 
constant objects of his admiration and discourse. 

2. 	The more gentle manners of the Scipios were less 
pleasing to him. 

Pic private 	His private character is problematical. Spartian 
ellaractor i' con tradicts himself in this respect. 	In one place, problema- 
tical. 	he says Niger gave a free loose to all his passions : 

1. 	and in another, he represents him as a pattern of 
q. 	chastity, to whom was decreed, by public con-

sent, the honour of presiding over mysteries which 
both the law and custom reserved fOr those whose 
life was absolutely pure and undefiled. 	I make 
no account of the testimony of an enemy like Se-
verus, who accused Niger of depravity of morals. 

0. 	lie likewise charged him withdeceit and ambition; 
he, who was himself the most deceitful and the 
most ambitious of men. 

His de5ig1. 	Niger seems to have turned his thoughts towards 
I^ re"  'm 	the mfbrming of the state : and he ventured to 
the ntate. 

I . 	give counsels of that kind, not only to Marcus 
Aurelius, a prince equally good and wise, but al-
so to the brutal and blood thirsty Commodus. 

His plan for extending to five years the duration 
of all commands, either civil or 	military, in the 
provinces, may he considered in two lights. 	In 
support of it, he alledged the injury that was mani-
festly done to the provinces by the frequent change 
of governors and magistrates, who were obliged, 
said he, to resign their authority before they had 
learnt how to make use of it. 	This reason has its 
weight. But in a state so unsettled as the Roman 
empire, where the first place seemed to he the re-
ward (Wale most bold and daring-, long commands 

might 
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might easily have endangered the safety of the 
prince. 

11 is other plans, mentioned by Spartian, are cer- 
tainly good and judicious. 	These were, that the 
important employments of the state should not be 
given to men unexperienced in them ; that the 
chief magistrates in each province should be cho-
sen out of those who had served the oiliee or as. 
sessors ; that DO one should be an assessor in the 
province of which he was a native ; and that, on 
the contrary, in Rowe, on account of the eminent 
dignity of that capital of the empire, the admini-
stration of the public authority should be intrust- 
ed to none but Romans by birth. 	To the • coon- 
sellers who composed the courts of justice, and 
who were now paid by the proconsuls or gover-
nors, he assigned stated salaries, saying, that a 
judge ought neither to give nor receive. 

Such was Niger : by this short account of whose 
character and conduct we see how much the senate 
and people had reason to esteem him, and to de-
sire him for their emperor. He calicos Ile himself, seconding their desires, after sound- hi,,,,dr to  

b-:t:,r,,,,-4  ing his principal officers and 	several 	of his sol-eti  
(Melt, 	and 	finding 	them 	favourably 	disposed ;,inp,ror 
knowing too, that he was beloved by the peopleit 	 ith

1  of Syria, to whom, though so severe to his troops, trey-24 
' he had always shewn great lenity and indulgence ;IL 

assembled his legions near Antioch, in order to 
propose to them 	this great. affair, or rather to 
have it finished at once by their ready acelama- 

,tions 	There, ascending his tribunal, he repre-
sented to the soldiers the deplorable state of the 
empire, shamefidly put up to public sale, and 
bought by a man who had no sort of merit. " The 
" Roman people," continued lie, " cry aloud for 
!'‘ vengeance, and have already named their chief. 
" What I propose to you is an arduous enter- 
" prize. 	But 	if; 	on 	one 	hand, 	it 	would 	be. 
S' rash and imprudent to undertake it without 

. 	 " cause;. 
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" cause; on theother, it would be base and cowardly 
" to reject the prayers of those who implore our 
" assistance. I have thet'efore judged it necessary 
" to consult you, and to know what you think 
" most adviseable to he done in this conjuncture. 
" I shall be determined by your advice, and you 
" shall share my fortune. 	For, if success crowns 
" our undertaking, you will enjoy in common with 
44  me the glory and happiness resulting from it." 

The soldiers, and muktitudes of the inhabitants 
of Antioch who had mixed with them, answered 
this speech with repeated acclamations, and imme-
diately saluted hint emperor and Augustus, and 
invested him with the purple and other ornaments 
of the imperial dignity, in the best manner that 
so hasty an election could admit of'. The new em-
peror, attended by a numerous train, went direct-
ly to the chief *temples of the city, to return 
thanks to the gods, and was conducted from 
thence to his house, which he found adorned with 
branches of laurel, civic crowns, and all the em-
blems of dignity which distinguished the habita- 

,  Th ic ar 
iHowkdg_ 

tion of' the Gesars. 
This fortunate beginning was soon followed by 

,Rh' '''',:h-  still more promising events. 	All the provinces of 
4 	li 	: 

	
it 	I rii• 

ea,
t 
 l. Asia Minor, as far as the &gear, sea, approved the 

choice of time Syrian legions. The princes and sa-
traps beyond the Euphrates and the Tigris ,ongra-
tulated Niger, and offered him their a9sistance. 
Ambassadors arrived daily at Antioch from various 
kings and nations, who sent to pay homage to their 
protector and master. 	Niger received their sub-, 
mi .sions,but refused their assisft ice,thinking him- 
self firmly eqablished, and m:Lking no dot 	but 
that he should soon he acknowicdgod by the whole 
empire, without being ()blitzed to draw his sword. 

f"c''• him- 
gdf by an 

orcurity• 
ill-611.A 

 This security was the cause of his ruin, 	He 
ought immedia tclv to have assembled all h is fiwces, 
and have marched to Rome ; there to enable the 
senate and people freely to diTlaytheirsentiments 

in 
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iti his favour, and complete, by a solemn and au-
thentic deliberation, and advantage which he had 
as yet only in the secret inclination of some, and 
the turbulent disposition ()fathers. 	Instead of this 
diligence, absolutely necessary in his situation, 
Niger, with a negligence inconceivable in one who 
is said to have been so prudent and experienced a 
commander, remained quite inactive, and amused , 
himself with giving games and chews to the An-
tiochians, who were mad after those diversions. 
We should be less surprised at this, if we relied 
upon the judgment of Dion Cassius, who repre- 
sents Niger as a man of little genius and solidity; 
so intoxicated by prosperity, that he suffered him- Dio.np. rot, 
self to be called the new Alexander, and boasted 
that his right to the empire was at the point of his 
sword. 	But I have already observed that Dion is 
not a writer on whose impartiality we can depend. 
However that may be, Niger, by this negligence, 
gave an active and vigilant rival opportunity, first 
to prevent, and afterwards to destroy him. 	This 
rival was Severus, of whom history has transmit-
ted the following account. 

L. Septimius Scverus, whom we shall call only Extmo- 
by this last name, was born at Leptis, a city of A-1," 01':is":: 
frica, On the eleventh of April in the year of Rome verus. 
897, and of Christ 146. 	His father, whose name.;;P":: s"' 
was M. Septimius Geta, was of an equestrian fa- 
Indy. 	Ilis two uncles by the father's side, ill. 
Agrippa and Septimius Severus, were consuls. Se-
verus was educated with care, and acquired a great 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin tongues. 	At 
the age of eighteen, he gave proofs of the progress 
he had made in his studies,by public declamations. 
But other objects soon engrossed his attention, and 
literature was sacrificed to ambition and the love 
of pleasure. 	Ile came to Rome in the reign of 
Marcus Aurelius, who made him a senator. 	IIisiturd.1.0 
youth was licentious, and even criminal. 	Ile was ̀1'" 
accused of adultery, but escaped, certainly better 

than' 
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than he deserved, by the means of Didius Julia4 
nus, president of the tribunal, whom he after-
wards deprived of the empire and of life. 

He obtained successively of the same emperor ,  

Marcus Aurelius, the offices of qinestor, tribune a 
the people, and pastor; in all of which lie behaved 
with great care and diligence. 	After his quIrstor; 
ship, he was appointed lieutenant to the proconsul 
of Africa, and, in that employment, seemed ex-
tremely jealous of his rarrl: : fbr one of his coun-
trymen, a plebeian, meeting him preceded by his 
lietors, and offerino to embrace him as his ancient c• 	• 
comrade, Se-verus caused him to be whipt, and or-
dered the public crier to tell him, " That a ple-
" beian, like him, ought not to presume to em-
" brace a lieutenant of the Roman people *." 

Upon the expiration of his proctorship, he was 
sent into Spain, and afterwards appointed com- 
mander of a legion. 	Ile quitted this employment 
to go to Athens, in order, says the historian, to 
finish his studies, visit the antiquities of that city, 
and be initiated in the mysteries of Ceres. 	This 
journey might perhaps serve to conceal a disgrace 
into which it is probable enough that Severus fell 
tinder Commodus, together with all those who had 
shared the esteem of Marcus Aurelius. 	During 
his stay at Athens, he experienced the common 
Eite of those that are disliked at court. 	Ile was 
slighted and even received some affronts from the 
Athenians, which he revenged, when emperor, by 
depriving them of several of their privileges : a 
remarkable instance of his revengeful and dange-
rous temper. 

As he was extremely artful and intriguing, liC 
got into favour again, and was governor of the 
country of Lyons during the war of the deserters. 
1 lc is said to have made the people of that province 
love him. 	He was afterwards raised to the consul- 
,!iiii, and, by the interest of the praetorian pro fect 

Lwtus, 
, Legg= pop'!i Romani limo pleiwius temere amplecti noli 
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Lett's, obtained one of the finest commands in the 
empire, that of the legions employed to defend th 
banks of the Danube iii Pannonia. 	This was his 
situation at the time of the death of Commodus, 
and of the revolutions which followed that event. 

He acknowledged Pertinax. 	But when he saw 
the empire shamefully sold to Didins Julianus, and 
the indignation of the public thereby raised to the 
highest pitch, he judged that the time was come 
when he might satisfy his long concealed ambition: 
for he had always aspired at the throne, and his-
torians are full of pretended presages of his future 
elevation, that is to say, of proofs of his desires 
and hopes. 	Of these, I shall mention but one in-D. e.  
stance. 	Upon the death of his first wife Marcia, Llyir. 
he married the celebrated Julia, a Syrian, for noth-ruda!r. 
other reason, but because the astrolo...,ers had told'il:',1"?' 
her, that she was to marry a sovereign. 

The wished-fbr moment being at length come, He causes 
y bli,"rn,11 ")  Severus resolved not to miss it. 	Ile had ever l  

thing necessary for the execution of his enter-claimed 
prize. 	Ile was bold and artftd, inured to flitigue,eb","re. 
and accustomed to bear cold, hunger, and everygLisan. 
hardship : to which we may add, a quick-sighted-'Zinwili., 
ness hardly to be equalled ; and, to execute what conl'inana. 
he had resolved, an activity which may be com-ed••• 110-01.1. IL 
pared almost to that of Caesar. 

In the present crisis, he saw at once the means 
by which he was most likely to succeed. 	The 
memory of Pertinax was dear to all, but particu-
larly to the legions of Illyricum, at whose head he 
had signalized himself; under the reign of Marcus 
Aurelius, by many glorious exploits, and by every 
moral and military virtue. 	Severus, who now 
commanded those very legions, judged that the 
best way to secure them in his interest was to ex-
press a strong desire to revenge the death of Per- 
tinax, which had already filled them 	with horror 
and indignation. 	He shaped his discourse ac- 
cordingly to the chief officers, and they commu- 

nicated 
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nicated the same impressions to their subalterns 
and soldiers. 	All approved of the .design, and, 
to enable their chief to put it in 	execution, re- 
solved to make him emperor. 

The people of the country we are now speaking 
of, says our historian, are as heavy of mind as they 
are of body, large of size, strong, and fit for bat- 
tle; 	but unable to see through artifice and cun- 
ning. 	Severus, on the contrary, was the most 
subtle of men, exceedingly insinuating, fair spo-
ken, and ever ready to say the very reverse of 
what he thought, minding' neither Promises nor 
oaths any longer than it was his interest to keep 
them. 	Less cunning than his would have brought 
the legions and people of Illyrictim to his point. 
Their ardour was extreme to proclaim emperor 
the avenger of Pertinax : and Severus, to make 
them think him the more in earnest, took the 
name of him whose cause they thus embarked in. 
He knew that this name would recommend him 
as strongly to the Romans, as to his army. Ile was 

spar!. 5.. declared emperor at Communal., or at Sabaria *, 
I 	L1" L  " t6wards the end of April, or in .the beginning of 

May. The governors and troops of the neighbour- 
If"'L fug provinces, as far as the Rhine, followed the 

• example of those of Illyricum. 	Severus had tilken 
care to secure them by proper negotiations. 	But 
what helped him most of all was, the oltieknes of 
his mai ch, and the rapidity of his successes. 

Ire pre. The moment he was elected, he resolved to 
irtrel to set out directly for Rome, at the head of his army : mann 
tnward• and accordingly, having assembled his troops, fie 
It'''''. 	• made a speech to them to the following effect : Cf•-; 5pc,all 
to i,13 

. 	. 
" 	Just indignation with which the heinous The 

'""'Y' " crime committed at Rome by a set of men, on- 
" worthy of the name of soldiers, now fires your 
" breasts, is a proof of your fidelity to your cm- 
" perm s, and ofyour religious respect for the oath 

" you 

4  B0111 cities Of Pannonia. 
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44  you take to them. 	I have always professed the 
" same sentiments. 	You know it. 	Submissively 
" attached to the heads of the empire, I never 
" thought of the high rank to which your suf.- 
" frages have raised me : nor do I now feel with- 
" in me any desire so strong as that of complet- 
" ing speedily a revenge, as just in itself, as it 
" will be pleasing to you. 

" The honour of the empire is likewise another 
44 motive which spurs us on. 	Not to retrieve it, 
" would be forfeiting our own characters. 	For- 
" merly, when governed by great and good Fin- 
" ces, its majesty was respected throughout the 
" whole universe. 	Even the faults of Connnodu - 
44 seemed mitigated by his youth, the nobl 
" of his birth, and the memory of his father' 
" Lions. We pitied him, more than we hated 
" and chose to impute to his ministers, and 
" counsellors, all that was blameable in his con- 
" duct. 	From the hands of Commodes, the em- 
" pile passed into tho.ie of a venerable old man, 
" whose virtues and great 	atehievements are 
" deeply imprinted in your hearts. 	This was the 
44  prince whom the pnetorians could not bear, 
" and whom they most infamously murdered. 

" He who has madly bought the sublime place 
" vacated by that parricide, N1 i 1 I certainly not be 
" able to resist you. 	his money is his only merit ; 

he is hated by the people ; and all his defence 
" is a few soldiers. connected with him by mutual 
" guilt, enervated by the pleasures of the city, 
" and whom you surpass as much in number as 
" you do in valour. 

" Let us then march boldly on : let us deliver 
" Rome from the shameful yoke which tarnishes 
" all her honours; and when we are once masters 
" of the capital and sanctuary of the empire, the 
" rest of the world will submit with pleasure." 

This speech was received with great applause.1k=ti,  
The soldiers immediately gave 	emus the names;:4,.!.1.`,,,i  

Vol.. V II I. 	 E 	 oil 
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in Italy  without 
any Oppo- 

of Augustus and Pertinax, and declared their 
readiness to follow him : and he, unwilling to give 

sition. them the least•time to cool, ordered every thing 
DtlY. 	l. 
1,XXIIL to be got ready instantly for their march. 	After 
Herod. I. 
H. sr., t. 
Dd.  5___s.  

distributing among them provisions for several 
days, be put his troops in motion, marching him- 

.5: s',... n self at their head, attended by a guard of si:t. 
hundred chosen men, who never lost sight of hinr, 
nor put ,off their cuirasses, Until they were ar- 
rived at Rome. 	His diligence and activity were 
such, that he would have regretted the loss of a 
single moment. 	He stopt no where ; scarcely 
allowing his men to halt, or to take a few minutes 
,lecessary rest. lie himself set them the example; 

distinguishing himself in any thing from the 
•est of his soldiers, but readily assisting them 
in their most laborious toils. 	HiS tent was 

.hose of the common men, and his food the 
same as theirs. 	Soldiers so governed are capable 
of any thing. 	Their fatigue became a pleasure 
to them, when shared by their general. 	He soon 
crossed Pannonia and the Alps, and arrived in 
Italy before it was known there that he had be-
gun his march. 

Italy was then quite an open country. 	From 
the time of Augustus's changing the constitution 
of the state, all the forces of the empire were dis-
tributed in the frontier provinces; and Italy, in 
the center, enjoying a profound peace and uninter-
rupted tranquillity, had forgot the science of war. 
Severus entered it without opposition. 	The peo-: 
plc were struck with terror at his approach, at the 
same time that they were pleased to see him come 
to revenge the death of Pertinax. Ile was receiv-
ed every where with joy, and the inhabitants of 
the cities near which he passed came out to meet 
him, crowned with flowers, and delivered to him 
the keys of their gates. 	Ravenna, in particular, 
immediately surrendered to him, and put him in 
possession of the fleet riding there. 

Didius- 
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Didius, Whom the revolt of Niger had filled F.e.eble
ti

nd 
with terror, was still more alarmed when he learn-07;iediu"s" 
ed that Severus had been proclaimed emperor :traintaicill an event he no way expected. 	He saw at once,s1,17..oz,":14:. 
if we believe Spartian, what the consequence must23. 
be ; and said, that neither he, nor Niger should 
reign long ; but that the supreme power would 
fall to the lot of Severus, who would deserve, 
more than either of them, the hatred of the se- 
nate, and of every man' In the empire. However, 
resolving to defend himself to the last extremity, 
he had recourse to the authority of the senate, of 
which he was master, and caused a decree to be 
published, by which Severus was declared an ene- 
my to his country, as were also his soldiers, if 
they did not abandon him within a limited time. 
A solemn deputation of persons of consular rank 
was likewise sent, to try to persuade them to quit 
the party of their rebellious leader, and acknow-
ledge the emperor whom the senate had approv-
ed of. A successor too was appointed to supersede 
Severus : as if it had been as easy to deprive him 
in filet of his command, as to declare him divest- 
ed of it. 	Besides these public steps, Didius tried 
the more private means of assassination to get rid 
of his rival, employing to that end a centurion 
named Aquilius, who had already given proofs 
of his abilities by the murder of several senators. 

Didius had no troops under his command but 
the prretorians, and perhaps the city guards, of 
which last historians make no mention, probably 
because they were generally directed by the prwto-
rians, who were their superiors both in rank and 
number. 	We may indeed add the soldiers of the 
fleet at Alisenum : but as they were not used to 
fight on land, their assistance could avail bitt little. 
In this situation, it would have been almost im-
possible fbr Didius to keep the field against Se-
verus : and therefore I cannot look upon his shut-
ting himqell up in the city as an act of cowardice. 

2 	 iif' 
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He endeavoured to put it in a state of defence, 
repaired the fortifications, began to form a camp 
in one of the suburbs, and surrounded the palace 
with ditches and barricades, to secure a final re-
treat in case of need, and avoid falling into the 
same misfortune as 	Pertinax, who, 	probably, 
might not have perished as lie did, if the assassins 
bad not fbund so easy an entrance to him. 	Di- 
dins also thought to make use of the elephants 
which had been brought to Rome for the spews ; 
and, with that view, he armed them as for war, 
hoping that the enemy's cavalry would be thrown 
into confusion by their smell and uncommon ap-
pearance. 

These poor resources afforded matter of laugh-
ter to the people and senate, who saw with plea- 
sure how vain they would prove. 	But the most 
ridiculous thing of all was, to sec the wretched 
troops on which i)idius fbunded all his hopes per- 
fbrm their exercise. 	Want of discipline, and idle, 
ness, had made the praetorians quite forget the 
operations of war ; and if they were commanded 

,.fir ally works, as effeminate as they were ignorant, 
they hired others in their places. 	The marines, 
trativorted to an element they had not been used 
to, could not do what they never had lea rned. Mt 
Rome wafl in a bu,tle, and looked like a place of 
war : 	nothing was seen but horses, elephants, 
arms, soldiers of Oitferent corps 	and 	different 
hind :, and vaq confusion, to very little purpose. 

Did ius himself' was sensible of the great inequa-
lity of his threes compared to those of his adversa-
ry : and, to complete his midbrtune, he could not 
depend upon the ficielity of the pra,torians, though 
he loaded them with donations, and even plunder- 
«I the I emples to try to sat isly their greediness. 	He 
likewi:,  e thought to make them a pleasing sacrifice, 
Ily putting to death Lulus and i)larcia, the chief 
anthois of the murder of Commodus. He acen wit 
Laqus offavouring ScvcriN, which might possibly 

be 
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be true, and thought himself thereby release.' 
from all obligation to him for having saved him 
from being tried for treason in the reign of Com-
modus. But though he spared nothing to secure 
the affection attic prwtorians, he found by expe-
rience that those who are connected only by mu-
tual guilt are not to be relied on : fir he was aban-
doned, as we shall see, by the very men whose 
favour he had bought sp dear. The deputies from 
the senate to Severus's army gave the signal fOr 
desertion, by joining him tliey were sent to oppose. 

Didius, unable to resign quietly a dignity he 
plainly saw he could no longer hold, tried every 
expedient that could be thought. of: 	lie had re- 
course to the abominable rites of magic, and sa-
crificed children to render the infernal gods pro- 
pitious to him. 	He proposed to the senate to send 
out the vestals, and colleges of priests to meet his 
enemy, and desired him to retire; as if their pre-
sence could have stopt an army rather of barba-
rians than Romans. lint this was refused; and one 
of the augurs, a consular, told him to his thee, 
" That he who could not. resist his enemy by force 
" of arms, was not fit to be emperor." 	Didius 
was so provoked at this answer, that he is said to 
have assembled his troops, with a design to mas-
sacre the whole senate, 1;.r ha\ ill_r seemed to ap- 
prove 	of it. 	But, 	upon 	cooler reflection, be 
thought it more advisable to enter into negotia-
tion with Severus, and t.) oliZ.r him a share in the 
empire. 

I cannot omit here an o11‘1 ineiLlent, Irliieli Vi as 
looked 'Ton a; an omen or whet now happened. 
One of Didins's nainc, It a, St ri Tus. 	 lu 	he was 
proclaimed emperor, the herald callin L,; him only 
Didius Julianne," Add : (n.o,s, cricil he." 	The 
senators recollected this  when he deited them to 
ma k e. svveri rs his 	colleagn,', and 	thought 	their 
complying therewith an  accomplishmen t of tha t, 
alai 	thu 	nudeftQod 	it, 	prophetic 	expression. 

Trii itil 
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Trivial as this observation is, it seemed of conse-
quence to those who made it. 

Accordingly the senate declared Severus em-
peror jointly with Didius, who immediately sent 
Tullius Crispinus, one of his praetorian pragects, 
with the decree, to his rival, now his colleague ; 
and at the same time he acknowledged fbr third 
praetorian priefect, the person whom Severus had 
nominated to that post. 

All these steps were taken in vain. 	Severus was 
determined to reign alone,and a partner was what 
he by no means approved of. 	However, he con- 
sulted his soldiers,though sure before-hand that 
they would be of his mind, and by their advice, 
answered, that he would always be Didius's ene- 
my, but never his companion. 	He thought too, 
or at least pretended to think, that this offer was 
only a pretence to cover a treacherous design, 
and that Crispinus was in reality sent to assassi- 
nate him. 	Upon this suspicion, well or ill ground. 
ed, he ordered him to be killed. 

Scvcrus 
prevails 
with the 

In the mean time Severus drew near Rome, and, 
like SvIla who was both fox and lion too-ether - 	2 	 0 	. 	$ 

prreterians and still more to be feared for his cunning than 
aba"dr" Didiu, his stren,th, secretly undermined his adversary, 

and undertook so to corrupt the already wavering 
fidelity of the prfetorians, as to become their mas- 
ter without opposition. 	With this view, he de- 
tached several of his soldiers, who, taking differ-
ent roads, by his direction, entered Rome at dif-
ferent gates, with' their arms concealed under the 
dress they used to wear in time of peace. 	These 
emissaries were privately instructed by Severus, 
to promise the praAorians in his name, that they 
should all be pardoned, provided they delivered 
up to him the murderers of Pertinax. 	The pne- 
torians, believing them, seized those who had 
killed Pertinax, secured them in prison, and sent 
notice of it to Silius Messala, who was then con- 

!,11. 
Didius 
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Didius made a few more wretched attempts to Death  of 

Ddlus,t extricate himself from the imminent danger that. the 	mte 
surrounded him on all sides. 	He convened the acknow-
senate, but received no answer from them: he thent2:,if„7,s„;: 
ordered the gladiators at Capua to take arms ; and Peron . 
wrote to Pompeianus, offering to make him his 
partner in the empire; but Pompeianus was too 
prudent to accept of his proposal : and at last, 
finding nothing succeed, he shut himself up in the 
palace with one of his•pnetorian pradects and his 
son-in-law, and, weary of struggling against his 
adverse fortune, resolved there to wait his thte. 

The senate who had always hated him, seeing 
that thus abandoned by all, he likewise abandon-
ed himself; met in consequence °fa summons from, 
the consuls, and: unanimously declared Didius 
deposed from the empire, sentenced him to death, 
declared Severus emperor, and, by the same de- 
cree, appointed divine honours to Pertinax. 	I • 
have already said how Didius was killed. 	Thus 
was Severus, conqueror without drawing a sword, 
proclaimed emperor at Rome, whilst 11e was yet 
at a considerable distance from it. 

Though the Romans expressed great seeming. ii Rem, 
zeal to honour Severus, and celebrate hid acces-L:TiLis 'se- 
3ion to the throne, yet, in reality, they felt much 
more uneasiness than joy. 	All of them had cause 
to fear his anger. 	The senate had lately passed 
a fitrious decree 	against him : 	the people 	had 	icra".." - 
pl al n lysh e w n their inclination f;,-ir Niger ; and the 
'pr etorians were conscious of the enormity of their 
crimes. 	Seven's, on his side, was far from les- 
sening their terror ; 	fbr, though Didin; was now 
no more, lie still pursued hi; march towards Rome 
with all his troops in battle array, with the ,:an w  
_precautions asil he had been in an enemy's eon n t rs . tr.),,:,ti!',„, 

The senate sent a solemn deputation ()Ian bun-hundr,  I 
Bred of their members to carry him the decree of ,',Z,'„11.7,; 
:.-iis election to the empire. 	They met him at Inter-. hi, ..0 

Lao , 	• runna „.. 
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amna*, where he received them with a mixture 
of mildness and severity. 	For, on one hand, he or- 
dered them to be searched before they were admit-
ted to his presence, and then gave them audience 
surrounded by his guards, all armed, himself being 
likewise in armour : and on the other, he present-
ed each of them with seventy-five pieces of gold, 
and gave them leave, either to depart immediate-
ly, or to stay, and return to Rome with him. 

He dig- As to the prtntorians, he resolved to do justice 
barls Ihe rtonans. 

in. 	; . 

on them before he entered the city. 	To this end, 
he first ordered all those to be executed w ho had 

L.r•vir ih...d. t. Lt.. 
imbrued their hands in the blood of Pertinax ; and • afterwards, that their whole corps might be abso- 

% 70..5-,.. ,., 	7. 
lutelv in his power, and not a man of them dare 
to resist, he had recourse to the following strata- 
gem : 	After giving out that he intended to con- 
tinue them in the service,he ordered them to come 
to him without their arms. 	As the Roman sol- 
diers no, er wore arms but when it was expected 
there would be occasion to use them, the prwto-
rians, not suspecting any design against them, 
readily obeyed. 	But when they were drawn up 
befbre the emperor's tribunal, the Illyrian legions, 
completely armed,-surrounded them all at once. 

Severus then, with a menacing look and angry 
voice, reproached them in most bittCr terms for 
murdering Pertinax, selling the empire, and, like 
cowards and traitors, abandoning Didins. 	He 
concluded with telling them, that though no pun-
ishment could be adequate to the enormity of their 
crirne, yet, out of his great clemency, he spared 
their lives. 	But he broke them all with ignominy, 
and commanded Ihein to retire directly an hun- 
dred mile's front 	Kome, solemnly declaring, that 
w hoover anion 4.;• them should be found within that 
di,  lance of tlw city, should irremis,ibly be put to 
dr‘ath. 

The 

Trri,i, in time Duchy of Spoleto. 
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The pra.torians were thunder-struck: but be-
ing unable to resist, they suffered Severus's troops 
to strip them of all their military badges, and 
went away covered with shame, and halt:naked. 

Severus, who always guarded' against every 
event, foreseeing that the incensed prtetorians 
might possibly return to their camp, and recover 
their arms, ordered some of his own troops to 
take possession of it the moment they left it, and 
thereby deprived them'of' that resource, in case, 
they bad thought of attempting it. 

After this act of justice and of policy, &vents:into:A his 
made his entry into Rome in so formidable atr,;',"!"*. 
manner as filled every one with terror. It is true, 
he laid aside his military habit at the gate of the 
city, and, alighting from his horse, put on his 
gown, and walked on foot. But his army accom-
panied him in order of battle, with their colours 
flying, as if they had been entering a city taken 
by storm. 	Dion Cassius, who was present, says 
he never beheld a finer sight. 	The streets' were 
hung with the richest tapestry, and strewed with 
flowers : every house Wa.4 illuminated, and the 
whole city peribined with sweet odours. 	The 
citizens, clad in white, made the air resound with 
shouts of joy, and vows tier the prosperity of their 
new emperor. 	The troops marched in great or- 
der, and carried the standards of the prirtorians 
reversed. 	The senators, (loathed with the orna- 
111010 of their dignity, surrounded Bit,  prince, 
whilst the greedy eyes of an infinite multitude of 
spectators were all fixed upon him. They shewcd 
him to one another, and examined whether his 
high lbrtune had made any alteration in Lis de-
portment and behaviour. All praised his activity. 
his noble confidence, and his singular good luck in 
haying done such great things without being ob-
liged to draw his sword. The sight was, certainly, 
a very fine one. 	But sixty thousand soldiers, (for 
Severus's army could not be less than that number) 

. 	 who 
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who took whatever they liked without paying for 
it, and threatened to plunder the city if any one 
dared to resist, are terrible guests indeed. 

Severus, thus accompanied, went up to the ca- 
pitol, visited some other temples, and then retir- 
ed to the palace. The soldiers took up their quar- 
ters in the temples and porticos, and particularly 
in the places that were nearest the emperor. 

ge goes to 	The next day Severus went to the senate, at- the senate, 
and makes tended not only by his guards, but by a great 
fine Pro. 	number of his friends, whom he had armed, and 
rinses, 
trill& be 	who entered with him. 	His speech had nothing 
flii not 	in it that savoured of his formidable military up-keep. pearance. 	Ile set forth the motives which had 

determined him, said he, to take upon him the 
care of the empire, and alledged his desire to re- 
venge the death of Pertinax, and the necessity he 

• was under of guarding against the assassins em- 
ployed by Didins to take away his life. 	He pro- 
posed an excellent plan of government, which, 
he said, was that he intended to follow, and pro- 
mised to consult the senate in all things. Marcus 
Aurelius was to be his model, and he purposed 
not only to revive his name, but also the wise and 
modest conduct of Pertinax. 	He expressed a 
great abhorrence of all arbitrary and tyrannical 
proceedings, and protested, that he not only 
would never give ear to infbrmcrs, but would pu- 
nish them. 	lie bound himself by an oath to re- 
spect the lives of the senators, and, as if he had 
intended to tie up his own hands in that impor- 
tant point, he ordered a decree to be passed, upon.  
the motion ofJulius.Solo, of whom we have spo- 
ken ekewhere, by which it was said, that it should 
not be lawful for the emperor to put any senator 
to death without the consent of the senate; with 
the addition of this farther clause, that such em- 
perors as acted otherwise, those who obeyed them 
therein, and their children, should be treated as 
public enemies. 

Tliis 
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This was sayirig and doing too much to be be-

lieved. Accordingly Herodian observes, that the 
,iliscerning part of the senators, and those who bad 
been long acquainted with Severus, gave no credit 
to his fair promises, knowing how deeply he could 
dissemble, and at any time put on the mask that 
best suited his interest. Their fears proved but too 
just : for no emperor ever put to death a greater 
number ofsenators than Severus; and among them 
was that very Julius SoIU, who, at his desire, moved 
for the decree which was to have secured their lives. 

One of his first cares was to honour the mtsmo-a  7 hire:10- ry of Pertinax. 	He had set out with declaring ry of Perti. 
himselfhis avenger, and his demonstrations ofzeil'",1d. 
for that popular cause had greatly contributed torsesnerd . Is  
pave his way to the empire. 	When emperor, hertrinto tel  
pursued the same plan. 	He put in execution therm great. 
decree of the senate, by which Pertinax was rank.mag• 
ed among the gods, and consecrated to him atm°.  
temple, and a college of priests. 	He ordered, 
that his name should be recited among those of 
the princes whose acts were annually sworn to; 
that his statue, of gold, should be carried to the 
circus in a chariot drawn by elephants ; and that 
a throne enriched with gold should be placed for 
him at all public shews. As the last honours had 
not been paid him with the solemnity due to his 
rank, Severus celebrated his funeral obsequies 
with a magnificence of which Dion Cassius has 
left us a description, and which, though in the 
main like that of Augustus,of which I have given 
an. account in the reign of Tiberius, was, in many 
respects, so different from it, that a relation of 
this canlatclly be thought a mere repetition of 
the other. 	• 

Upon a tribunal of stone, erected in the middle 
of the tbruni, was raised another of wood, anti 
over that• was placed a kind of peristyle, adorned 
with gold and ivory, in which was a bed embellish- • 
ed, in the same manner, surrounded with heads of 

terrestrial 
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terrestrial and aquatic animals, and covered with 
purple embroidered with gold. 	Upon this bed 
was laid the effigies of the prince, in wax, cloath. 
ed with the triumphal robe; and by it stood a 
beautiful child, who, with a fan made of peacocks 
feathers, kept off the flies, as if the prince had on- 
ly been asleep. 	When the image was exposed to 
view, the emperor arrived, followed by the sena- 

• tors and their wives, all in mourning. The ladies 
were seated in the porticos round the forum, and 
the men in the open air. 	 .  

Then begun the procession, in which were car-
ried, first, the images of all the illustrious Ro- 
mans from the most ancient times. 	These N+ere 
followed by choirs of children and youths, who 
sung plaintive hymns in honour of Pertinax. Next 
appeared representations of all the nations sub-
ject to the empire, characterized by their,  parti- 
cular dresses. 	After these came the inferior of- 
ficers of the courts of justice, the heralds, and 
public criers. 	The procession was opened, as I 
said just now, with the images of kings, magis- 
trates, generals, and princes. 	Now came those 
of private persons who had distinguished them-
selves either by their actions, their doctrine, or 
inventions meld to society. 	After these march- 
ed in order the troops, both horse and foot, and 
the horses u:,ed at the games in the circus,follow-
ed by the off rings of spices, perfinnes, rich stiffs, 
and other things, which the emperor, the sena-
tors and their wives, the most distinguished of the 
Roman knights, the cities and nations of the ern-
pire, and the Prveral colleges of Rome, had de- 
:dined to be burnt on the funeral pile with ILL-, 
body, or representation, of the prince : and, last-
ly, was carried an altar adorned with gold, ivory, 
and precious stones. 

'After this procession bad crossed the fbrmn, Se- 
Terns veended the tribunal fi,r harangues, and read 
a !Waal oration in honour of Pertinax. lie was 

often 
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often interrupted by the cries and groans of the 
assembly, expressing their love for him, and their 
grief for his death ; and these lamentations in-
creased as the discourse drew towards 4 conclu-
sion; and still more when the funeral-bed began to 
be removed. All this was part of the ceremony. 

The pontiff and magistrates took up the bed, 
and delivered it to the Roman knights who were 
to carry it. 	The senators marched before it, the 
emperor followed ; and; during the whole prom-
sion, numbers of instruments, accompanied with 
voices, expressed the most melancholy sounds, 
which were intermixed with every action that 
could denote excess of grief. 	In this order they 
arrived at the field of Alan. 
r A pile was erected there in the form of a *are 
tow er,d ecorated with statues and ornamentsofgold 
and ivory. 	On the top of this pile was placed the 
gilded chariot which Pertinax had been wont to use 
on days of ceremony. 	In this chariot were put all 
the rich offerings mentioned before, and in the 
middle thereof was the iinteral-bed. 	Severus and 
the relations of Pertinax went up to it, and kissed 
the effigies of the deceased prince. Afterwards,the 
emperor seated himself on a high tribunal, and the 
senators on other seats prepared Ibr them, at a pro. 
per distance from the pile. 	The magistrates and 
Roman knights, he their proper dresses, ,together 
with the soldiery, both horse and foot, then per-
formed several evolutions round about the pile, and 
dances varied according to their (Kermit stations : 
after which the consuls set tire to the pile, and at 
the same time an eagle was let lly from the top of 
it, which was supposed to early to heaven the soul 
of the deceased emperor. 

x,i.ren. Sevena% Severus made no long stay at Rome; the 	 i e 
Cy of atibirs, and the wag' with Niger 	 tirin4hisL1:11111mg 	 L 
presence elsewhere: but whilst he did stay there, he uttelidly 
eras not idle. 	Ile delivered himsellfrom all fear oilltrig.114  
Didius's friends, by proscribing and piittit'g th 	a ,.. 

to 
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tó death. 	lie endeavoured to gain the affectiond 
of the people and of the troops by donatives of 
money. He took effectual measures for supplying 
the city with provisions, of whiCh there began to 
be a scarcity through 	 he bad administration of 
the late times. 	He heard the complaints of those 
that were oppressed by the governors of their pro-
vinces, and punished the guilty with rigorous jus-
tice. fie married his daughters to Atius and Pro-
bus, both of whom he appointed consuls, and load- 

14evl Me- ed them with riches. 	He chose out of his Illyrian 
turiails' ilk, 4. 
rod. 

	Ile- leoions the bravest and most comely men, and 
f t" 	them into new praetorian cohorts, in the 

. room of those he had cashiered. 	In this, he itni- 
tated the example of Vitellius, who, after his vic-
tory over Otho, did the same: and he had likewise 
a motive of prudence and policy, which was, to re- 
ward those to whom he owed the empire. 	How- 
ever, this step was not approved of; as Dion Cas-
sius testifies; it being a custom of so long standing 
as to be now become a law, not to admit into the 
body of the prwtorians any but natives of Italy, 
Spain, Macedonia, or Noricum; the inhabitants of 
these countries being, both in their make and tem- 
per, most like the Romans : whereas the Panno-
mans and Myriam, half-barbarians, terrified the 
people of Rome by their gigantic stature, fright-
lid looks, and savage manners. 

All that I have hitherto related was done almost 
instantly by this prince, than whom no one was 
more active, and whom the circumstances of things 
likewise obliged to use all the dispatch he could. 

Severna He had still another very important point to 
think.  “'r 
stet: rind 
Wonsan!. 

settle/  before he could safily engage in the war 
with Niger. 	It was necessary that he should be 

Rill"'. Ai.  
him's. 
Mu. I. 

sure of not being disturbed, whilst his forces should 
be lighting in the cast, by Albinus ", commander 

LA'S I I. 
licrod.l. II. of. 

* Dion Cas,ius phteeq the nomination or Albinus to the title 
01 Valor, tow anti the beginning of Severns's taking up arms, 

and 
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of the legions in Britain, who was not unlikely to 
aspire at the empire. 	And here it may not be 
improper to give some account of the rise of Al-
binus, whom we shall soon see act a great part. 
• Dccimus Clodius Albinus was born at Adrume- Rise, ica 

turn in Africa, of a father, whose name was Ceio-"Ibinus,  
nius Postumus, or Posthumius, remarkable for his 
virtues but not rich. 	The name of Albinus was 
given him, because at his birth, he appeared whiter 
than new-born childrun generally are. 	His fh- 
ther's names, and his own, gave him room to de-
rive his pedigree from the Ceionian family, which 
bad produced Vcrus Cmsar, and the emperor Vc-
rus colleague of Marcus Aurelius ; and also from 
the Posthumian family, illustrious even in the 
time of the republic. 	Whatever truth there may 
have been in this pretension, it is certain that he 
passed for a man of distinguished birth. 	But at 
the time I am now speaking of, when there were 
scarce any remaining of the ancient Roman no-
bility, a man might be reckoned very noble with-
out going far back for his ancestors. 

Albinus was instructed in the Greek and Latin 
languages, but made no great progress in them. 
From his infancy, his taste was fbr arms. 	How-
ever, the author of his life mentions two works of 
his writing, the one, a treatise on Agriculture, 
which he is said to have understood extremely 
well ; the other, a collection of Milesian tales, a 
licentious perfbrmance, suited to the character of 
the author, who was excessively debauched with 
women. 	 . 

He was passionately fond of war, and liked no 
one line of Virgil so well as the following : 

Anna 

and before his leaving Pannonia. 	I here follow Ilerodian. 	It 
is easy to reconcile these two authora by supposing that the 
negotiation between Severus and Albinus was begun at the 
tine Dion speaks of, but that it was net concluded until afire 
$i•ecrtts Is as actually waster of Rutile. 
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Arma amens capio, MC sat rations in armis, 
tEN. ii. ver. 314. 

With frenzy seied, I run to meet th' alarms, 
Resolv'd on death, resolv'd to die in arms. 

, DRY DEN. 
• . 

11C repeated incessantly with his school-fellows. 
the first part of this verse, and, as soon as he was 
old enough, he entered into the service. 
• Ile succeeded therein, and merited the esteem 
of the 'emperor Antoninus. 	!laving raised him- 
self by degrees?  he commanded the army in Bi-
thynia when Avidit; Crassus revolted against 
Marcus Aurelius. 	On this important occasion, 
he shewed his fidelity to his prince, and hinder-
ed the evil from spreading father, as it would 
otherwise have done over all Asia. 	Under Com- 
modus, he distinguished himself in several battles 
against the barbarians, both on the Danube and 
on the Rhine; and lastly, he was appointed com-
mander of the legions in Britain. 

As this employment was seldom given to any 
but persons of consular rank, I am inclined to 
think that Albinus had been consul. He seems to 
have gone through the offices of the civil magis-
tracy somewhat late, but rapidly. He was excused 
from serving the quaistorship, and was edile but 
ten days because it was necessary he should go 
to the army. 	his pretorship was illustrated with 
games and combats of giildiators which Commo- 
dns gave the people for him. 	I cannot say in 
what year he was consul : but, by the order of I 
events, it sliould seem to have been towards the 
end of the reign of Commodus. 

Whilst he ;,over ned iii itain, he received a Mimi- 
Jar favour film.' Commodus, if Capitolinus may be 
credited. 	'Ilk emperor wrote to lulu, with his 
lawn hand, a letter by which he gave him leave to 

assume, 
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assume, if he saw occasion, the title of Cesar, and 
'all the ensigns of that dignity. Capitolinus gives 
at full length the pretended original letter of 
Commodus, and two harangues of Albinus to his 
soldiers, in which that general mentions the per-
mission which had been given him, and the rea- 
sous why he had not made use of it. 	If the au-
thenticity of this letter, and of these harangues, 
was properly attested, we could not well deny the 
fact, improbable as it ,is, and even notwithstand-
ing the silence of Dion Cassius and Herodian. 
But they arc tacked to such numbers of evident 
falsities, and contain so many things incompatible 
with history, that M. de Tillemont thinks they 
may very justly be suspected. 	•All that can be 
supposed most favourable to them, and most ca-
pable of excusing Capitolinus, is, that Albinus, 
when he found himself engaged in a war with Se-
verus, forged them himself to give his cause the 
better gloss, and then published them. But who-
ever considers attentively the history of the times 
in question, and is at the pains of laying together 
the several circumstances of things, will soon be 
convinced that these pieces arc the work of some 
impostor. 

We shall therefore only say with Dion Cassius s?vetil 
and Herod ian, that Severusoudging what Albinus 
would do, by what he saw he was able to do ; and C4esn* 

considering that a man who was skilled in war, at,t 4 Pk.  
the head of a powerful army, his superior in point 
of birth, and his equal in dignity, might possibly 
take advantage of the present opport u n ity, to make 
himselfmaster ofthe city of ltome and the empire, 
whilst he and Niger should be fighting in the cast, 
undertook to amuse him with a pretended associa-
tion, and, by decorating him with the title of Ca,  
sar, to make him think that their interests were the 
same. Accordingly he wrote him a friendly letter, 
desiring him to share the weight of the govern-
ment with him, adding, that, as be was old, worn 

VoVVIII. 	 V 	 out 

   
  



66 	 HISTORY OF THE EM'PEROltS. 
out by frequent fits of the gout, and had no chil-
dren but what were very young, he stood in need 
of such a support as him, of an assistant illustrious 
by his birth and exploits, and whose yet vigorous 
age could bear the greatest toils and fatigue. 

Scarce a word of all this was really true. Albi-
nus was but little younger than Severus; and this 
last exaggerated his infirmities, to make the other 
fall the more readily into his snare. Albinus was 
taken in it. 	He was open, credulous, not given 
to distrusts, and thought himself happy in having 
thus offered to him without the least trouble or 
hazard, what must otherwise have cost him battles 
and great clangers. He therefore gladly accepted 
of Severus's proposal, who, on his side, omitted 
nothing that could give his deceitful favour an 
appearance of sincerity. 	He caused the agree- 
ment between him and Albinus to be ratified by 
a decree of the senate : coined money with the 
stamp and name of the new Cwsar : appointed 
him his colleague in the consulship for the next 
year : ordered statues to be erected to him ; and, 
in short, granted him all the distinctions of ho-
nour that could flatter a vain and weak mind. 
These artifices having succeeded, Severus, free 
from all fear of Albinus, and having now but one 
affair to manage, turned all his thoughts and ef-
forts against Niger. 

ITe pre- 	' 	He had already made very great preparativee. 
pares to at. All Italy furnished him with soldiers. The troops tack Niger. left in Sp.-4 .yey. left 	Illyricum were ordered into Thrace. The 
3-4* A'ig• & fleets of Ravenna and Miscnum were employed to I Herod carry the armies of Italy over to Greece. Legions 

were sent into Africa, to guard that country, and 
Invent Albinus's invading it from Egypt and Cy-
renaicum, of which he was master; lest by getting 
possession of that country, he should have it in his 
power to distress Rome for want of provisions. Se-
verus neglected nothing, knowing that he had to 
deal with a powerful enemy, who, if he had suf.. 

fared 
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fcrcd himself to be lulled asleep at first by the se-
ducing charms ofan unexpected fortune, had soon 
been awakened, and was preparing for war with 
equal skill and activity. 	 . 

It must seem odd that Severus, while he wasHe sets 

making these formidable preparations against Ni-7rotn,fer 
ger,never once mentioned him, either in the SC-without no- 
nate)  or before the people. 	This silence was, 	 :cnae 
doubtless, political and affected, on account ()for people 
the situation of aiiiiirs, which seemed to him tottihg:Lis 
require great circumspection. 	His behaviour to-Reason of 
wards the wife and children of his competitor was.'s.lh,,,isrtileit,"fde: 
equally cautious. 	He had found them at Romen,,,d. L  
when he arrived there : the suspicious Commo-m. 
dus having made it a rule always to keep as hos-
tages, near his person, the families of those whom 
he entrusted with any great command. 	Severus 
took particular care to be master of Niger's wifesp,u-t—v;g. 
and children : but, while the war lasted, he treat-V:1'P' 
ed them with infinite distinction. 	He even car- 
ried his dissimulation so far, as to give out that, 
as both his sons were extremely young, he in-
tended that Niger and Albinus should be his suc-
cessors, in case he died before them : nor was he 
ashamed to record this barefaced lye, in his own 
life written by himself. 	All this seeminm

b 
 mode- 

ration was, in reality, the effect of fear. 	Severus 
did not rely much upon the fidelity of the Ro-
mans, nor did he take any great pains to deserve 
it. 	He knew that Niger had been called by thenio.„)). 
desires of the people, and was apprehensive thatrat 
the same sentiments still subsisted in their hearts, 
especially as his rival had taken care to animate 
them by letters and edicts transmitted to Rome. 
He therefore set out, in order to attack Niger,sr ,r. s‘,.. 
without authentically notifying his designs, or6• 
getting them authorised by the senate. 	It must 
have been in the beginning of July that he lea 
Rome, for he staid there but thirty days. 

, 2 	 He 
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Ms tzol- 	He had not marched above nine miles, when 
I hers mu- 
tiny 	his soldiers mutinied on account of their first eta- 
span/. s‘,.. canipment. 	fieditions are the usual concomitants 
13' 4.  * 4. 	of civil wars. 	Scverus had experienced one be- Dio. 1. 
X L11. 	fore, upon 	his arrival at 	Rome. 	The troops 

which entered that city with him pretended that 

L 
• About 	they were intitled to ten * thousand sesterces a . :.'•5. man, because, 	said they, Octavius C:usar had. 

given that sum to the troops that accompanied 
him to Rome, two hundred and forty years before. 
A small matter is sufficient for soldiers to fOund 
a demand on. 	I lowever, Severus gave his men 
only the tenth part of what they demanded, viz. 

• L. $ : tos•a thousand * sesterces. 	We are not told how he 
appeased this last sedition. 	Most probably it was 
by relinquishing sonic of his own rights as com-
mander : f'or his behaviour towards the army was 
always weak and effeminate. 

Niger pas- 	Severus, as we see, made great haste. 	his de- ,,, ,into 	• 
1:tirope. 	sign was to carry the war at once into Asia : and 
his 	' with that view, even before he was master of. It 

7,
,
,
,,
,c
..:t
s
i,,,..v. 

 Rome, 	he 	H had sent 	erachus, one of his gene- 
6-I Nig.L•rals, to take possession of Bithynia. 	Niger saved 

Neverus half his intended journey, by coming 
himself into Europe. 

Di. 1. 	The whole east acknowledged him, as I said be.- : 
"Am  fore, and he had under his command all the forces .1v. Herod. 1. 
ILL k 	of the Romans in Asia minor, Syria, and Egypt. 
,Spar(. S‘fv.  JEmilianus, proconsul of Asia, whose merit had *.b.. 	 ig. .5. b

een tried in the greatest employments and most 
important commands, was his chief general. 

Niger, who thought at first that he should have 
10 need of forei!,n succours, changud his mind when 
the danger drew near, and sent to desire auxiliaries 
of the kilurs Of 	rmenia and Parthia, and of Atra, 
a ( its' of Mesopotamia, formerly besieged in vain 
I v Trojan. The Armenian refused; declaring flat-
!! that he intended to remain neuter. The Parthian, 
who had no regular troops, ansi,vered,that he would 
I IrdCi 'Ili ,at raps to raise men and assemble forces 

ill 
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in their respective departments. 	Barsemins king 
of Atra was the only person who sent any real 
assistance, and this consisted of a body of arch-
ers, but how many we are not told. 

Niger, as we see, found but little help from the 
kings whom he had looked upon as his friends. • . 
But the Roman legions, the auxiliaries which al-
ways acompanied them, and the new levies raised 
in Antioch and Syria, the youth of which places 
inlisted eagerly under his banners, were sufficient 
to enable him to make even an offensive war. 	Ac-
cordingly, after giving orders for the safety and 
defence of all the passes and sea-ports of the coun-
tries under his obedience, he set forward, and ar-
rived at Byzantium, where he was received with 
joy. 

lie purposed making his place of arms of that A skrmiA 
city, even then illustrious and 	powerful : 	and, ify.,"rtri„lise." 
we believe the author of his life, Thrace, Mace- thefirst net 
(Ionia, and Greece 	submitted to his laws. 	The't',I .I'V, 

.arei_ trill h is, that he did not go beyond 	Perinthus *, t ioc 1 	1 a  
il"e.  and could not take even that city. 	By his ad..1Zyb" 

vancing thither, it seems reasonable to suppose, 	' ' 
that his design was to make himself master of all 
the European coast of Propontis, from Byzan-
tium to the Hellespont, in order to command the 
Iwo strciglits which arc the nearest passage from 
Europe to Asia. 	But he missed his aim : fiir, 
meeting Severus's troops almost under the walls 
of Perinthus, he attacked them, but, not being 
aide to get the better, he thought proper to retire 
to Byzantium. 	Thus Niger committed the first 
act of hostility : 	and, as several persons of dis- 
tifict ion were slain 011 this occasion, Severus took 
advantage thereof to make the senate declare him 
a public enemy. 

Notwithstanding this 	step, which plainly i 	li .11( ...iii•iirie 
rated an open la I pture, a negoriation 	was set orq,",,,I, „',;,',„1 : 
1)01. het %Veen the two rivals ; but in such manner ziAvi,i i oh 

idiewed 
• 111(.11A aril eg111,,1 11(1,14*o 
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sheaved their great inequality. 	Niger proposed 
that they should both reign as joint-emperors. 
Severus, on the contrary, assuming the stile of a 
superior, granted his adversary his life, but con- 
demned him to banishment*. 	Probably, neither 
of them were sincere. 	The fate of arms could 
alone decide the quarrel. 

The battle 	Severus, arriving in Thrace with the chief part 
"c  cYzicusof his forces, did not think proper to follow his in which 
A7niiianus enemy and besiege him in Byzantium, a place 
Niger's 	difficult to take, and which might have stopped general is  
defeated. 	him some time. 	Ile pursued his first design, which 

was to make Asia the scat of war : and accordingly 
he sent thither the best part of his troops, who 
landed safely near Cyzicus. 	There they met A.: - 
milianus, who waited for them at the head of a 
numerous army. 	A battle ensued, in which Se- 
verus's generals gained the victory, 	Niger's army 
was destroyed or dispersed, and ./Emilianus fled, 
first to Cyzicus, and afterwards to another city, 
where he was killed by order of the conquerors. 
They were authorized not to give him quarter, 
because he had been declared a public enemy, as. 
well as his chief. 	His fate cannot be pitied, if it 
be true, as llerodian says it was reported, that he 
betrayed Niger, either out of some motive of fa-
mily interest, and to save his children who were 
at Home in the power of Severus; or out of jea- 

I ,,„, al,. 	lousy, and because he could not brook receiving 
(Ti. 	orders front one who had been his equal. 	What 

might strengthen these suspicions, is, that Dion 
Cassius says he was too proud of his grandeur ; 

besides 
, srIrtioll, w ho says this in his life of Severus, seems to stip-

poq,  elsewhere, (Nig. (i, & 7.) that another plan of accomoda-
tion Wfli proposed, by which Niger was to have been associ-
ated with tirverus, but as his inferior in power ; and that it was 
Niger's fault that this agreement did not take place: not that 
he disliked it, but because he was ruled by the counsels of one 
Aurelian, whose interest it was to advise him not to recede from 
his first pretensions. 	This is plainly a contradiction in Spar- 
tian, and the whole of this account seems altogether hnproba. 
ble : fur which reason I have not mentioned it in the text. 
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besides which he was related to Albinus, who 
then lived in good harmony with Severus. 

YEmilianues defeat seems to have obliged Ni- nyzan. 
ger to quit Byzantium, and repass the streights.t:ieT:eb-
We may reasonably suppose that Severus imme-sj'erus.y  
diately invested the place his enemy had aban-
doned, and that the famous siege of that city, 
which lasted three years, began then. 

Niger, putting himself at the head of the troops (TA.battle 

he found in Bithytlia, sought revenge. 	Another., wan' 
battle was fought between Nicwa and Cius. 	Can- Niger is 
didus commanded Severus's army, and Niger t"IT;, 
headed his own in person. 	The victory, more 
obstinately disputed than in the former engage-
ment, was doubtful for some time, but was at last 
won by Severus's troops. 	The conquered Niger 
fled beyond mount Taurus. 

He took care to fortify in the strongest manner The pa" 
he could the streights, or pass, of this mountain, qt:nitnizst:t 
which it was necessary to cross in order to go from fiirLillA 
Cappadocia into Cilicia. 	This pass was diflicult„bropN., sT,r.;_ 
by nature, the road being narrow, and bordered rus's army 
on one side by a high rock, and on the other byl;',rn-" we 
a steep precipice, down which heavy rains and Ii roJ. T. 
torrents of water used to run. 	To these natural"!' 
difficulties Niger added a new one, by building 
and throwing up works a-cross the road, in such 
manner that a few soldiers posted there could easi- 
ly stop an army. 	Depending on this barrier, at 
which he lefty strongguard,Niger went to Antioch, 
to raise fresh troops, once more to try his fortune. 

The victorious army of Severns, having over-run 
Dithynia, Galatia, and Cappadocia, without meet-
ing with any resistance, was at once stopped short 
at the foot of mount Taurus. 	All their aims to 
open themselves a passage were ineffectual. Their 
great numbers were ofnoservice to them in a place 
where they could not spread in front ; and the 
handful of men who defended it, by pouring down 

tlTi; 
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their darts, and rolling down great stones, repuls,• 
ed their enemies as fast as they approached. 

A violent 	After several fruitless attempts, SCVCIUS'S men storm 
throws 	began to despair of success, when a violent storm 

1-17,riwi'f'ictul e ! fell suddenly in the night, and did what their arms 
"ions. 	were not able to effect. 	The torrents of water 

which descended from the mountain broke down 
all Niger's works, and his people, disheartened by 
this unexpected disaster, were so confounded, 
that they knew not what to 'do. 	They thought 
they had no resource left, that their post was no 
longer tenable, and that they were on the point 
of being surrounded and hemmed in. 	Guided by 
these tears, they fled. 	On the other hand, Seve- 
rus's troops, persuaded that the gods were on their 
side,and removed all obstacles for them, took fresh 
courage, and, finding the pass unguarded, crossed 
the mountain at their case, and entered Cilicia. 

A third 	Upon this news Niger hastened to oppose the and hi.ct 	„, 
bnttle nesar ' oemy with his new levies, among which were al- 
i,..w. xi-most all the youth of Antioch. 	These troops 
nranddifIlti:were very zealous for him ; but having neither 
v.!. 

	

	been exercised nor experienced in the art of war, 
they were by no means comparable to the Illy- 
rian army, which (Ought for Seven's. 	Niger en- 
eampLd near the city of Issus, on the very spot 
where Alexander the Great had finmerly van- 
quished Darius. 	The event was again the same. 
On both occasions the troops of the West tri-
umphed o‘ er the people of die East. 

I shall not attempt to give the particulars of the 
battle which '. as now fiiugh t between N iger on one 
side, and Severus's generals, Anulinus and Vale- 
tine,, on the, other. 	Dio.l cw sins and 	Ilerodian 
41;t1i,T much 	in 	their accounts of it : 	and, upon 
comparing them, it, is 	difEctilt not to 	think that 
Dion, or his abbreviator, has, erroneously, blended 

i o 	i, 	I n-,4:therthe passage of mountTanrus and thebattle .   
,. 	olls,,us. 	Ilowever,they both agree that this battle 

was very blood), and deei:.ive. 	Twenty thousand 
of 
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c f Niger's men were killed upon the spot, and he 
had no resource left but to fly to Antioch. 	lie 
Jon in.1 that city in such consternation,that, without 
stopping at all, he continued his route, with a de-
sign to take shelter among the Parthians : but a 
party of horse sent after him by the conquerors, 
overtook him before lie had passed the Euphrates, 
killed him, and cut ofr his head, which they carried 
to Seven's, who sent it to his army then before By-
zantium, which still held out fbr Niger, with or-
ders to stick it upon the point of a spear and sheep 
it to the besieged, to let them see that all farther 
resistance would be vain and useless. 	From By-6%:,,,t• -AV 
2antium it was sent to Rome, as the token and ' 
trophy of Severus's victory. 

The several events of the war between Severus 
and Niger arc not dated in the original authors 
from whom we have taken this account. 	They 
followed one another closely, and, in all, (lid not 
take up two years. 	Severus left Rome, as I said 
before, in the month of July of the year of Christ 
193, and Niger was killed in the beginning of the,t.n.oie- 
year 195. 	 916. 

Various judgments have been formed concern-What 
ing Niger's merit. 	Severus accused him of beingti-„71',',! 
greedy after fame, deceitfid in his proceedings, in-1,rineti iir 
fatuous in his morals, and madly guided by a fool.. -Nyrn'xii,. 
ish ambition, which made him aspire to the empires. 
at an age when lie ought rather to have thought 
ofretiring from the world. 	This is the character 
g !yen him by an enemy. 	Dion Cassius and I tyro- 
dian speak of him as a man of no genius, who had 
neither great vices, nor great virtues. 	Spartian is 
more favourable to him. 	Niger, says he, ;trier go. 
ing through every station in I he army, %I. :1', a good 
soldier, an excellent officer, a great geoCral, and an 
unfortunate emperor. 	According to this writer, it 
would have hcen better ior the republic if Niger 
had conquered. Ile would probalilv have relOrmed 
ceveral abuses which ~events either could not, or 

would 

   
  



74 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

would not, correct. His views were extensive; he 
was resolute, without being stubborn, and was ca-
pable of mildness ; not of that kind which is the 
effect of a pusillanimous effeminacy, but of that 
which is animated and supported by a vigorous 
courage. In effect, we cannot well entirely reject 
this character of Niger, if we remember that he 
was at the same time resolute in the maintaining 
of military discipline, and mild as a civil gover-
nor ; so that he made the soldiers fear him, whilst 
he was greatly beloved by the people under him. 

Spartian likewise assures us, that Niger cherish-
ed and revered the memory of the great and good 
emperors, and that he proposed for his models 
Augustus, Vcspasian, Titus, Trajan, Antoninus, 
and Marcus Aurelius ; calling the others either 
effeminate or bad men. The smiles of fortune did 
not intoxicate him, if we believe Spartian ; and he 
knew how to despise the praises which flattery al- 
ways lavishes upon the great. 	When he was sa- 
luted emperor, a wit of those days composed his 
panegyric, and was going to recite it to him. 
" Write," said Niger, interrupting him *, " the 
" praises of Marius, of Hannibal, or of some other 
" great commander who is dead; and tell us what 
" he did, that we may imitate him : for to praise 
" the living is an idle task; especially to praise an 
" empe ror, who can puni,h, reward, proscribe, and 
" condemn. 	As for me, I desire to please while I 
" live, and to be praised when I am dead." These 
sentiments are very fine; and it is a pity they were 
not put to the trial. 	For want of this, it may 
be doubted whether they would have been proof 
against the seducing allurements of an uninter-
rupted and lasting prosperity. 

An 
Scribe laudes Marii vel Annibalis, velalieujus ducic optimi 

lita functi, & die quid ille feeerit, ut eum nos imitemur. 	Nam 
viventes lauda re irrisio est, maxime Imperatores, a quibus spera-
tur, qui timentur, qui pr,rstare publire possunt, qui possunt 
;weave, qui proseribere. 	Se aut.= virtun placerc vent., mor- 
I. tum etiam laudari. 
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An honour which must be allowed him in pre-
ference to his rival, is, that he was present at the 
battles that were fought on his account, and did 
not trust to his generals in a matter of such high im- 
port to hint. 	In the battles of Nicam and Issus, he 
fought in person at the head of his armies. 	It is 
odd enough, that Severus was not present at any 
one of the three battles which decided his fate. 	I 
confess I am at a loss how to reconcile this beha-
viour with what we are' told in praise of his valour. 

I shall conclude this account of Niger with two 
actions of his, which I could not so well take no- 
tice of before. 	Domitian had forbid keeping in 
the military chest at the standard of the legions the 
money saved out of the pay of the troops, lest any 
general, minded to revolt, should make a bad use 
of that fnd. 	Niger revived the ancient custom, 	to. 
and even made it a law, in order that those small 
savings of the soldiers might not be lost to their 
families, if they were killed in battle ; and also 
that they might not become the profit of their 
enemies, in case they were plundered by them. 
This was au act of kindness towards those whom 
it immediately concerned, and of zeal for the 
honour and interest of the state. 

But I do not sec how it is possible to commend, 
or even to excuse, the cruelty of his answer to the 
inhabitants of Palestine, whether they were .Jews, 
or others who came after them. 	Being excessive-
ly loaded with heavy imposts, they begged of him 
to afford them some relief: " You would have 

me,"  said he, " lessen the taxes on your lands; 
" and I should be glad to extend them to the very 
" air you breathe." 	The most rapacious republi-
can could not have said more. 

Seven's, who had 	not appeared much in thesereru,.., 
operations of the 	war, proved terrible after IliScrud!!"1- 
Xictory. 	Ile banished Nigger's wife and children, ttoTyl.ns  "" 
for whom he had until then expressed a great re-sp;r4 se,  

gird : i;io.„. rd. 
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yard : and this rigorous treatment was but the z.,,  
prelude to the vengeance which he meditated. Of 

• those who had sided with his enemy, such as only 
lost their estates and were banished, bad reason 
to think themselves well off. 	Not only the men, 
but also the cities which had furnished Niger 
with money, either voluntarily, or by force, were 
taxed fourfold ; and this pretence was made such 
a handle of, that numbers who had never seen, 
nor had the ]east connection with Niger, were 
most cruelly oppressed. 	Forfeiture of estates, 
and pecuniary punishments, were not the only 
penalties inflicted by Sevcrus ; for, according to 
Spartian, he put to death all the senators who had 
served as officers under his rival. 

Of these, one had the courage to tell him to his 
face what all the world thought, and by bravely 
reproving him for the many bloody executions he 
had ordered, forced him to put some stop to his 
cruelty. 	This was Cassius Clemens, who, being 
arraigned before the emperor's tribunal, as a par-
tizan of Niger, defended himself in these words : 
" I knew not," said he, " either you, or Niger. 
" Chancing to be in the countries which declared 
" for him, I was forced to follow the general tor-
" rent ; and that, at a time when the question 
" was, not to make war against you, but to de- 
" throne Didius. 	So far then I am not guilty 
" towards you, since I meant no more than what 
" you yourself have since done. 	Neither can 
" you impute to me as a crime, that I did not 
C' leave the party I was then engaged in,and conic 
" over to yours. 	For you certainly would not 
" have+ liked, that those who are now sitting with 
" y ou to judge me, should have betrayed you, 
" and have gone over to your enemy. 	Consider 
44  then, not persons, nor names, but the nature of 
" the came. 	Whatever condemnation you pro- 
" flounce against tH, you pronounce at the same 
" time against yourself and your friends. 	Say 

" not 
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44  not to this, that you have no judgment to fear. 
" The public and posterity are judges whose sea- 
" tence you cannot avoid; if you condemn in 
" others what you have done yourself:" 	The 
justness of this reasoning was evident to all that 
heard it ; and Severus did ti kind 	of half -justie,! 
to the accused, by confiscating only half his es-
tate, and leaving him the rest. 

A motive of interest and policy likewise hin-
dered him from treating as enemies all who had 
favoured Niger. 	lie had still a rival to destroy 
in the person of Albinus, and did not think pro-
per to run the hazard of making him friends, by 
rendering himself odious. This was doubtless the 	art 
reason why, of all the senators who had favoured''  

sa. 

Niger, but without taking up arms or fighting for 
him, he put to death only one, who had probably 
been more busy than the rest. 

Severus was very far from being a generous si.nr. 
enemy : and it' he would not suffer a pompous in- i?' 
scription on the basis ofa statue of Niger at Rome 
to be erased, though his ministers advised him to 
demolish it, vanity was his motive ; as appeared 
by his saying : " Let it remain,_ 	that the world 

x,c. 

" may know what an enemy I have conquered." 
Even the common soldiers thought they had Ile ,J. 

every thing to fear from such a conqueror : ana l"' 
accordingly they tied in great numbers to the. 
I'arthians. 	Severus, sensible how much the em-
pire suffered by their desertion, published an am-
nesty,  ni order to bring them back : but, notwith-
standing that, many of them remained with the 
Parthians, who learnt of them both how to use, 
and how to make, the same arms as the Romans. 
This proved a great advantage to the Orientals 
in the wars they Ikad afterwards with the Ro-
mans; and was, in I lerodian's opinion, the chief' 
cause of the victories they gained over he iieees. 
Fors of &weals. 

'I'llv 
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Merodh 	The cities which had shewn any zeal for Niger 

partook of his disaster. 	Several of them had es- 
poused his cause with great warmth ; animated 
by those ancient jealousies which always agitated 
the small republics of Greece, and which, after 
making them fall a prey first to the Macedonians, 
and afterwards to the Romans, were not yet en- 
tirely extinguished. 	After the defeat of ,Emili- 
anus at Cyzicus, Nicomedia declared for Severus; 
and, put of hatred to the Nicomedians, Nica.a 
sheaved a new affection for Niger. 	Battles were 
fought between these two cities, for a quarrel in 
which neither of them ought to have meddled. 
When Niger himself was conquered near Niceea, 
the cities of Laodicea in Syria, and Tyr, rivals and 
enemies, the one of Antioch, and the other of 
Berytus,proclaimed Severus emperor, and des- 
troyed the honours of Niger. 	They were soon 
punished for it ; Niger sending into both those 
cities, whilst his enemy's armies were stopped at 
Mount Taurus, numbers of Moors, who, by his 

spar:. sir. order, put all to fire and sword. 	Antioch, in its 
turn, felt the revengeful hand of Severus, who, 
when fixed in his power, deprived it of the privi-
leges and title of a city, and subjected it as a mere 

Herod. 	village to the authority of Laodicea. I t can scarce- 
ly be doubted, though historians do not say it, 
but that he treated Bcrytus and Niewa with the 

spa. 	same severity. 	The city of Naplousa, or the an- 
cient Sichem, in Palestine, was likewise disfran- 
chised for its attachment to Niger. 	To weaken 
the government of Syria, Severus dismembered 
front it Palestine, over which he dppointed a se- 

ntio.sm.parate governor. 	The city of Tyr, one of the 
art. 1G. 	first that declared for him, became the metropo- 
throa. 	lis of this new government. 	In general, he was 

grateful to the cities which had suffered on his 
account, and assigned them funds to restore them 
to their fbriner 	splendour. 	lie imitated 	Sylla, 
and, like him, prided himself on knowing better 

than . 
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than any other, both how to be revenged on his 
enemies, and how to reward his friends. 

Severus's rigorous treatment of the cities which Byzan.tz 
 

had incurred his wrath, could not conquer the oh- aut!ieuLt'slees: 
stinacy of the Byzantines, even though the death or three 
of Niger had put an end to all their hopes. Theirir 
uncommon resistance must certainly have had 
some extraordinary cause : but our historians have 
not acquainted us with it. 

We observed before, that Severus, or his gene-
rals, invested Byzantium as soon as Niger had left 
it. 	Probably the siege was not carried on with 
any great vigour while the war continued, and the 
armies of both sides kept the field. But when the 
defeat and death of Niger had delivered Severus 
from all fears, the reduction of Byzantium became 
his only, or at least his most important care, and he 
employed to that end all the naval forces of the 
empire. 	Until then, it seems to have been only 
blocked up by land. 

Every one knows the advantageous situation of 
Byzantium, now Constantinople, upon the Bos-
phorus, or channel by which the waters of the 
Euxine sea enter into the Propontis. The current 
sets in towards the coast on which this city is 
built, and which, in that place, forms a bay, which 
is filled by one part of the water, and makes a fine 
harbour, whilst the rest follows with rapidity the 
direction of the channel. 	The violence of the 
current is such, that whoever is in it is fbrced to 
approach Byzantium, and, friend or foe, must 
pass under the walls of the city. 

The walls next the sea were not very high. The 
sea itself; and its rocks, were a sufficient barrier. 
On the land side, care had been taken to fbrtify 
the city with good walls, high and thick, built of 
hewn stones, fastened together with cramps of iron; 
and the whole circuit was flanked with towers built 

in 
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in such manner, and at such distances, that they 
defended each other. 

Before or during the siege, the By7antines had 
provided themselves with various machines of war, 
some of which hurled great beams and huge stones 
upon the besiegers, when they approached pretty 
near, and others threw at them Showers of darts 
and smaller stones when they kept at a greater 
distance. 	Strong iron hooks-  fastened to chain) 
were sunk at the toot of the wall, and then drag- 
ged up whatever they laid hold of. 	Most of these 
machines were the work of one Priscus, a Bithy-
nian, and a famous engineer, whose dexterity was 
very near costing him his life, and afterwards saved 
it. 	For, being sentenced to death by Severus's 
generals after Byzantium was taken, he obtained 
his pardon of the emperor, who, looking upon him 
as a valuable man, was unwilling to lose him, and, 
in effect, fOund him extremely serviceable. 

The entrance of the harbour of Byzantium was 
barred by a chain : and upon the piers which ad-
vanced on each side into the sea, were built tow-
ers to prevent the approach of an enemy. 

The bason of this harbour contained five bun-
dred small vessels, most of them armed with point-
ed prows of iron : and sonic of them had two rud-
ders, one at each end of the ship, and double com-
plement of men ; by which means they could, at 
a moment's warning, and without tacking about, 
either advance upon the enemy, or fall back, ac-
cording as the occasion required. 

During a siege of three years, there were doubt-
less many assaults, many sallies, and many events 
of various kinds. 	But Dion Cassius, or his abbre- 

il viator, has not entered into any detail of them, 
and has collected only those occurrences which 
seemed to him extraordinary, and interesting on 
aoeount of their having in them somewhat of the 
marvellous. 

In 
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In the account which he gives us, no mention 
is made of any action by land. 	We only see that 
the city was closely surrounded by the besiegers, 
and deprived of all communication with any other 
place. 

By sea, our author tells us of a stratagem which 
was practised with success by the Byzantines to 
take some of the enemy's ships, even while they 
lay at anchor at some distance from the shore. 
They set to work mien expert in diving, who, 
swimming under water, cut the cable, and drove 
into the body of the ship a strong nail fastened to 
a rope, the other end of which was in a Byzan- 
tine vessel. 	This last, being put in motion, drag-
ged atter it the other, which seemed to go of it-
self; without the help of oar or wind. 

The resistance of the besieged was incredibly 
obstinate. 	As they lost a great many of their 
ships, to build others they took the timber of 
houses which were pulled down on purpose for 
that end, and the women cut off their hair to make 
ropes of: 	When their stores of darts and com- 
mon stones were exhausted by the length of the 
siege, they made use of the stones of the walls of 
their theatres, which they demolished; and the 

• statues3  even of brass, which adorned their city, 
were not spared. 	They put them into their ma-
chines, 

 and threw them at the enemy. 
Nothing less than an evil beyond the power of 

man to palliate, could at last surmount their ob- 
stinate, resolution. 	Famine tormented them ; and 
though they had from time to time received sup-
plies of provisions by the luckly temerity of some 
merchants, who, tempted by the prospect of gain, 
loaded ships with all the necessaries of life, and 
then let them float with the current of the sea, on 
purpose that the Byzantines might take them ; yet 
their distress became at length so great, that the 
wretched inhabitants were reduced to tile neces-
sity of soaking thongs of leather, to try to extract 

VeL. VI II. 	0 	 some 
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some kind of nourishment out of them ; and af-
terwards, to the utmost excess of human misery, 
that of devouring one another. 

In this most shocking situation, the besieged 
still made a last effort. 	Those among them who 
yet retained a little strength and vigour, taking 
advantage of a storm which happened opportune-
ly for their design, embarked on board some of 
their ships, and, determined either to perish or 
bring their fellow-citizens some kind of fiiod, 
abandoned themselves to the mercy of the angry 
winds and waves. 	They luckily reached the op- 
posite shore, rind, landing at a place where they 
were not expected, plundered and carried off 
whatever they could lay hands on, in such quan- 
tities that they overloaded their ships. 	Their re- 
turn was not so fortunate. 	They put to sea again 
in the same stormy weather, which either con- 
tinued or had begun anew. 	But the besiegers, 
seeing them come so heavily laden that their ves-
sels were almost ready to sink, resolved not to let 
them escape. 	There was no need to fight. 	Some 
of th e Roman ships attacked them, and, with ease, 
either overset or sunk them all. 	Of the whole 
convoy, not a single vessel escaped. 

The unhappy Byzantines beheld from their walls 
this destruction of their only hope : and the next 
day, the sea being calm, they saw still more plainly 
how great was their disaster-

' 
 the whole surface of 

the water being covered with pieces of ships and 
dead bodies, which the waves brought into their 
haven, or cast upon the shore. 	Driven to despair, 
and sinking under their misfortune, they then 
opened their gates, and surrendered at discretion. 

* 
wyerttes 

The conquerors had no mercy on them ; but mas-
sacred all the soldiers, magistrates, and command- 

•s er and sent totheemperor, who was then in Meso- ' 
1j.:01'011•4 pOtatnia 11 0 knOW hiS pleasu re with respeettothe city. 

eatment . r the By- Severus received the news of the reduction of 
...citifies. Byzantium with transports of joy. 	lie immedi- 

ately 
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ately assembled his soldiers, and said to them : 
" At length we have taken 	 yzantium." 	But the 
infinite satisfaction which this great success gave 
him, did not render him at all more susceptible of 
sentiments of clemency. 	On the contrary, he 
exercised every kind of rigour upon this unhappy 
city ; he confiscated the estates of its inhabitants; 
deprived it of the privileges of a free city, and 
even of the title of city ; and reducing it to the 
condition of a mere village, subjected it and its 
territory to the jurisdiction of the Perinthians, 
who insolently abused their power. 	He disman- 
tled it, and entirely demolished - all its tbrtifica-Dh•-:S- no 
tions ; by which, says Dion Cassius, he did a great rul i In.  
injury to the empire, which he thereby deprived 
of one of its strongest bulwarks, which kept all 
Thrace in awe, and commanded Asia and the 
Tuxine sea. 	I saw it, continues that historian, 
in such a state of ruin and desolation, as would 
have made any one think it had been conquered, 
not by Romans, but barbarians. 

Severus was, however, so far soothed some time spurt. r,,. 
after in fiwour of the Byzantines, and likevdse of ';'V;;), ;4  
those of Antioch, by the intreaties of his son Ca-- 	 4  
racalla, then an infant, that he mitigated part of 
the punishment to which he had condemned those 
two cities. 	But he did not restore Byzantium to 
its ancient privileges : on the contrary, he confirm- kh44bid.  
ed the order by which he ljaci subjected it to the rd. im 0. 
l'crinthiaus : for we find by cZelesiastical history, x1. 
that until the time when Constantine rebuilt By-
zantium, and gave it his name, the bishop of this 
city acknowledged the bishop of Periuthus, or 
Ileraclea,fbr his Metropolitan. 	Now it is well 
known, that the church always contbrmed to the 
civil order in the distribution of her provinces and 
metropolises. 

I said beibre, that Severus was in Mesopotamia severtH 
when he learned the news of the Lakin°. of By.,":(k);‘,";,`,",": 
zantium. 	Love of glory, according to 1 i 	( _Con .. 'as. Lit nationt‘ 
sius, and desire of conquest, had carried him into""I"' 

El-A 2 	• 	 that 
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iii!:  i.., 	that country, in order to make war upon the A ra- 
' 1". 	bians Adiahenians Osrhoenians, and Parthians. Herod. 	 , 	 ,  
Spar,. Ser. It is true, indeed, that he had a plausible pretence 
9. 	for attacking these people, some of whom had 

assisted or at least favoured Niger; and the others 
had taken advantage of the civil wars of the Ito-
mans, to invade what they possessed beyond the 
Euphrates, and had lail siege to Nisibis. 	The 
reader will remember that Mesopotamia, of which 
Nisibis was one of the chief cities, after being 
conquered by Trajan, and abandoned by Adrian, 
was ceded anew to the Romans by the treaty 
concluded between them and the Parthians, tin-
der Marcus Aurelius and L. Verus. ' 

Severus's war in the cast was neither long, nor 
remarkable for any great exploits. 	After a labo- 
rious march over the sandy plains of Mesopotamia, 
in which he and his army were near perishing with 
thirst, be arrived atNisibis, and stopped there. From 
thence he sent his generals with detachments into 
the enemies countries, which they ravaged,and took 
some of their cities; but without making any con-
quests that they held long. Severus could not then 
go in person upon these expeditions. He bad an- 
other enterprize more at heart. 	This was, the de- 
stroying of Albinus; thathe might thereby possess 
alone and without a rival the whole extent of the 
empire. 	His design in the east was therefore only 
to revive in those parts 'the terror of the Roman 
arms, which bad not been seen there fir thirty years, 
and to secure the tranquillityof that frontier,whilst 
he should be at a great distance from it, making 
war at the other extremity of the world. 	He 
boasted however of having subdued a very exten-
sive territory in his eastern expedition; and flattery 
lavished on Iiiio all sorts of honours for it. 	A tri- 
ll aq,11 was decreed him, which he ref 'Ned, that he 
might not seem to triumph over his fellow-citizen, 
Niger. Ile was likewise decorated with betides or 
Arabicits, Adiabenicus, and Parthicus. 	Spartiau 
,,a,ys, that Screrus would not receive this last sur- 
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name for fear of provoking the Parthians. 	Yet 
it is found in inscriptions made at the time we are 
speaking of. 

The greatest thing that Severus did in this ex-
pedition, was his securing to the Romans the pos-
session of Nisibis, a place of great importance in 
those countries, and a barrier against all the bar- 
barous nations of the east. 	He left in it a strong 
garrison, gave the . command of it to a Roman 
knight, and distinguished it with titles and privi- 
leges. 	It is plain that he designed to make it his 
place of arms for the future wars he intended to 
carry on in those parts, wheii he should be more 
at leisure to attend to them. Dion Cassius blames 
Severus's conduct in this respect, on account of 
the great expence of keeping Nisibis. 	But we 
shall find that Severus was a better judge than 
Dion of the importance of this place. 

Not to omit any part of what has been transmit. 
ted to us by that historian, I shall add here two 
facts, which arc not very important in themselves. 

Severus, elated with his successes, looked upon An out-lavi 
himself as superior to all mortals fin. courage and= 
dexterity : yet he was laughed at with impunity !augh %with 
by an out-law who *infested Syria and Judam, and Ai 
who, tin- that reason,, was sought after with greatmn 
care by order of the emperor. 	Claudius, for that 
was the name of this out-law, disguised himself 
like an officer, had the impudence to present him-
sell' before Scverus at the head of a troop of horse, 
saluted him, kissed him, and afterwards retired 
quietly without being discovered. 

An army of Seythians, that is to say of some/. vmst. 
northern people, was preparing to invade the ter-t8nde* 
ritories of the empire, and make war upon the RO- army or 
ntans. Whilst they were assembled to deliberate, a it'g at"s 
dreadful storm happened, attended with thunder tacking  op 
and lightning, which killed three of their prinei- It"ma"'• 
pal commanders. 	Terror seized them all : super-
stition   made them look upon this bad beginning as 

an 
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an omen of much greater misfortunes if they pro- 
ceeded farther; 	and they thereupon desisted 
from their enterprize. 

SECT. II. 

Rupture between Severus and Albinos. 	Severus 
creates Ciesar his eldest son, whom we call Cara- 
calla. 	The armies of Severus and Albinos 'nee( 
near Lyons. • Alarm, and diversity of sentiments 
at Rome upon the -enetcal of the civil war. 	First, 
and least important, operations oldie war. 	A de- 
cisive battle is fought near Lyons. 	Albinos, de.: 
feated, kills. himself. Remarks on the character of 
Albinos. 	Cruelty of Severus after his victory. 
His rage against the senate. 	Re make's the sol- 
diery rank Commodus among the gods. He returns 
to Rome. His menacing speech to the senate. 
Twenty-nine, or forty-one senators put to death. 
Saying of Geta

' 
 while yet a child,' with respect to 

this carnage. ' Narcissus, the murderer of Comm.: 
dus, thrown to the lions. 	Semmes endeavours to 
please the people and the subjects of the empire, but 
particularly the soldiery. 	He promotes his sons. 
His indifference for his relations. 	Severus goes 
into the east, to make war upon the Partitions. His 
motives for this war. 	Upon his arrival, he forces 
the Parthians to raise the siege of Niaibis.,  ' TIN 
next campaign, he takes Babylon, Selezicia, thud 
Clesiplion. Catwalk declared Angustus,.and Gela 
Ceesar. 	Severus marches towards Armenia, the 
Icing ((which sues for peace and obtains it. 	He 
besieges Aka twice, but in vain. 	Severus's cruel- 

' ty toward the remains of Niger's party, and even 
towards his own friends. 	War, of no great int.: 
parlance, amainst the Jews. Caracalla consul. The 
fifili general persecution of the Christians. 	Seve- 
rus visits I:gypt. 	He returns to Rome. 	Gamo 
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and skews. 	Caracalla married to the daughter of 
Plautianus. History] of the rise and fall of Rau- 
limns. 	Implacable hatred between the two bro- 
thers. 	Geta declared Augustus. 	Secular games. 
Punishment of Pollericus Sebennus. 	Bull; Felix, 
captain of a band of six hundred robbers. 	Laud- 
able qualities of severus. 	His care to administer 
justice. 	Daily distribution of his time. 	His love 
of simplicity. 	His magnificence in what concerned 
the public. 	His kindness to his native country. 
His desire to reform the morals of his suljects. 
His care to maintain militmy discipline, not always 
equal. 	Severus sets out for Britain. 	Remqrks 
upon the Caledonians and _theatre. 	They invade 
the territories of the Romans. Severus drives them 
back beyond the gulphs of Glota and Bodotria. 
Severus's wall. Caracaha's wicked designs against 
his brother. 	Ile endeavours to raise a sedition in 
the array. 	He attempts to kill his father. 	New 
revolt of the Britons. 	Sickness and death of Se- 
verus. 	What judgment ought to be formed of the 
character and merit of Severus. 	His taste for 
learning. 	Ile wrote memoirs of his own life. The 
empress Julia was also a lover of the sciences and 
of learned men. Learned mcn who flourished in the 
reign of Severus. 	Philostratus. 	Time sophist An- 
tipater. Diogenes Laertius. Solinus. An eruption 
of mount Vesuvius. 	A sea monster. 	4 comet. 

SEVERUS's motive Ibr entering into an agree- Rupturt 
. 	ment with Albintts, and giving hint the title= 

ot Cantu, was, as I observed befbre, that he Mightuud Albi. 
not have two enemies at once upon his hands at11e' 
1 he two extremities of the empire, in Syria and 
in Britain. 	When he had conquered Niger, mid 
re-establiNhed tranquillity in the east by the ad-
vantages he had gained over the barbarians of 
those frontiers, having no longer any reason to 
keep measures with his only surviving rival, he 
i 0,501Ved to destroy him. 

I know 
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I know not whether we ought to believe He- 0  s.rodian and Capitolinus, who assert that Severus, 
before he had recourse to open force of arms, 
tried the base and perfidious means of assassina-
tion ; and that he sent Albinus a letter, full of 
protestations of friendship, by some of his sol-
diers, men of desperate resolution, who were or-
dered to demand a private audience, under pre-
tence of communicating to him matters of great 
importance, but, in fact, to murder him when 
they should have got him at a distance from his 
guards. • That any one should undertake to mas-
sacre a general in the midst of his troops, a Cae-
sar in the province where his authority was ac-
knowledged, does not seem to me at all probable: 
and if Severus was wicked enough to conceive 
such a design, he had too much sense to think it 
practicable. 	Even according to the very authors 
of this story, the undertaking had not the least 
beginning of success. 	Albinus, suspecting some 
treachery, caused the assassins to be seized, and 
after having forced them by violent tortures on the 
rack, to confess the horrid commission they were 
charged with, ordered then] to be executed, and 
resolved to be revenged on him that had set them 
to work. 	There certainly was no occasion for so 
strong a motive as this to occasion an open rupture. 

.71
ai
4). 1. 1 prefer Dion Cassius's account, who says only l 	r. that Severus, after his victory over Niger, would 

no longer grant Albinus the prerogatives annexed 
to the title of Cesar,and that Albinus, on the 
other hand, pretended even to the title of Augus- 
tus. 	These few .words explain the whole of this 
affair, and chew us plainly in an instant, how much 
a wdt was inevitable between two ambitious rivals 
chore pretensions were so widely diffbrebt. 

One may indeed wonder that Albinus did not de-
dare himself sooner. lint we have seen how he was 
14 first the d upe of Severus's artifices,and we know 
sInt bow long that illusion lasted. 	When his eyes 

were 
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were opened, be did not forget himself, though he 
did not immediately take openly any step of con-
sequence : but he laboured rrivately to secure 
himself friends and partizans in the senate, to whom Cdrit• 4Th. 
two things recommended him very strongly ; the 12. 

 
supposed nobility of his birth, and the mildness of 
his temper compared to the rigours of Severus. 
lie won over to his interest all Gaul and Spain, Start Si.'. 
and collected great forces in those countries. His 11  
views extended even to the remote provinces of the equ. ,o, 
East, and he endeavoured to make himself friends 12• 
there by his liberalities towards the' cities which 
Niger's arms had ruined. 	At length, when• he 
thought himselfpowerful enough to have no longer 
any need to dissemble his designs, he threw off the 
mask, and alledging, without doubt, Severus's in. 
,justice towards him as one of his'motives, caused 
himself to be proclaimed Augustus. 	Our histo- riitem.sex. 
rians do not mention this last step : but it is re-a°.  12' 
corded on medals of Albinus, where, through a 
remarkable' singularity, lie added the name of Sep. 
timius to the title of Caisar, thereby declaring 
himself the son and the enemy of Severus. 

This was what Severus waited for. 	His policy 
made him always try to have appearance on his 
side, and to make his adversary seem to be the ag- 
gressor. 	Ile uas upon his march, as if with a de. 
sign to return to Rome, and, if 1 mistake not, had 
already gone the greatest part of the way, when 
be learned the open defection of Albinus. 	Upon 
this news he assembled his soldiers, and laying 
hold of so fair an opportunity to inveigh against ,r.-vi 
the ingratitude of his rival, easily made them de-
clare him an enemy, and express great ardour to 
go and war against him. 	The emperor took care 
to animate their courage by distributing among 
them a large donation. 

The sequel and connection of facts incline me to sown), 
think, with M. de Tillemont, that it was in thisc`7,ws: 

vei). est tr,m, 
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wh'qn we very assembly of the troops that Severus conferred tai
l 

Cara• the dignity of Caesar upon his eldest son I ?assianus, o 
Nrrol. Sir- whose name he at the same time changed into to 	those ofklareus Aurelius Antoninus. 	This is the 

prince whom we commonly call Caracalla. 	His 
lather, who affected to slim a great respect for the 
memory of Makus Aurelius, whom he so little 
resembled, thought to give a high proof of his es-
teem for that wise prince, by calling by his names 
a son whom he intended for his successor. As to 
the name of Antonius, it is well known in whit 
veneration it was held at the time of which I am 
now writing the history. 	Caracalla was then 
but. eight years old. 

We owe to Spartian our knowledge of the place 
where Caracalla was proclaimed Caesar. 	Severus 
was then encamped near the city of Viminacium in 
Alcesia upon the Danube. 	It is highly probable Ar, 
as I have just observed, that it was likewise at the 
same place that Albinus was declared an enemy 
by Severus's army. 	From this moment the/two 
rivals no longer made any secret of their designs, 
but marched openly against each other, Severus 
from Aloesia, and Albinus from Britain. 

The armies 	The plan of this last seems to have been, if he 
'5's could, to penetrate into Italy, and get himself ac- and Athi- 
nusIneet knowledged at Rome, where he had great friends. 
near I,y. Severus, knowing of what consequence it was to imi. 
Herod. 	him to prevent the execution of any such design, 

detached some of his troops to guard the passes of 
the Alps on the side next Gaul, and with the main 
body of his army made all the haste his situation 
required, and his natural activity rendered him ca- 
pable of: 	Ile set all his men an example to bear 
the greatest f4tigues with invincible courage : no 

40 	 difficulty 
• T1' Severna bad declared himself an enemy to Albinos be- 

fore he left the East, he could not, let him have made ever so 
great hate, have hindered hit, rival from entering into Italy. 
I an therefore perAusded, that he deferred this declaration un-
til hip•Lw it was in his Bpwer to act effecinally. 
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difficulty of the roads stopped him : with his head 
bare, he defied the rigour of snows and frosts : he 
took no more rest than what the necessity of nature 
compelled him to : and by this forcible kind of 
exhortation, he transfUsed into the breasts ofothcrs 
the ardour which he himself was filled with. 	By 
this means he anticipated the march of his enemy, 
who was already master of Lyons, and came 
up with him near that city, at the gates of Italy. 

In the mean tithe the preparations for a new ei- Alarm. and 
vil war alarmed the inhabitants of Rome ; and tin; ceir= among so great a multitude of people, sentiments:it  lime 
were different, according to their different inte-rs re  
Tests. 	Of the senators, of whom Dion CasSiusuie.  dot 
was one, some remained quiet, waiting the event,' 
and ready to become the prey of the conqueror :"'°' 
others, attached by particular ties either to Seve-
rus or Albinus, shared the fears and hopes of the 
two competitors. 	The common people, who are 
the first that feel the miseries of war, and who 
cannot hope for any benefit from it, expressed 
plainly and very strongly their grief and com- 
plaints. 	At the games of the circus, a little be- 
fore the Saturnalia, (that is to say, towards the 
end of December,) the infinite multitude of spec. A. R. 917. 
tators that were present beheld six successive 
races of chariots, without taking the least interest 
or concern in them ; so much were they busied 
with more important thoughts. Before the seventh 
began, all, as if they had agreed upon it before-
hand, lifted up their hands towards Heaven, and, 
afterbeseeching the gods to watch overall(' protect 
their city, cried out with one voice: " 0 queen of 
" cities ! 0 eternal city ! What is thy flue to be ? 
" Until when arc we to stiffer the same evils ? Un.. 
" til when arc our civil wars to last ?" After seve-
ral more such like exclamations, they, however, 
were at last silent, and attended to the games. 

Dion Cassius, who was much given to supersti-Proovia 
lion, admires this agreement ofa %; hole multitude 1r'i ill.i" 

121 

   
  



HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

in uttering the same words, and finds in it some-
what divine: as if a conformity of sentiments 
might not naturally produce a similarity of ex- 
pressions. 	lie likewise talks of other pretended 
prodigies : a great light in the sky ; which was 
nothing more than an Aurora Borealis : a silver 
coloured dew, which fell in the square of Augus- 
tus, and kept its colour three days. 	But such 
frivolous remarks arc not worth our notice. 

First. and 	The operations of the war were not long. Some kas•Lipor- 	. 
Lint bv. 	skirmishes happened between parties or detach- 
r"i"" of ment of the two great armies, in which Albinus's rhe war. spa ,/. tin., men, generally had the advantage. 	Dion Cassius 
1("3c'aPit-mentioni in particular an action in which Lupus, Atb. 	. 4* 
Oio.

9 
	one of Severus's generals, was defeated with con- 

siderable slaughter. 	After blood had once been 
shed, Severus demanded and obtained of the se-
nate, that Albinus should be declared a public 
enemy. 	lie had done the same thing before with 
regard to Niger. 

We find here in Dion Cassius an odd adventure, 
but which would perhaps have.lost a great deal 
of what seems surprising in it, if that writer had 
examined it with a more carefid and penetrating 
eye. 	I shall relate it as our author gives it. 	One 
Numerianus, who kept a grammar-school 	at 
Rome, took it into his head to hasten away into 
Gaul, to engage in a war with which; he had no 
sort of business. 	Assuming there the title of a 
senator, he got together some 	soldiers, with 
which he defeated a body of Albinus's horse, and 
perfbrmed some other small exploits. 	Severus, 
being informed of it, and believed him really a 
senator, sent him a commission, and a reinforce- 
Ment of troops, which Numeriatms made a good 
use of for the benefit of him to whom he had 
devoted his services. 	The wonderful part of the 
adventure is, that this military grammarian acted 
without any view of interest : for, having taken 

• xe-ar lsoman  f'roty the enemy seventy millions of sesterces*, he x 
sent 
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sent the whole sum to Severus : and after the war 
was ended, he neither desired any recompense, 
nor pretended to realize the rank of senator 
which he had usurped ; but retired into the coun-
try, where he spent the rest of his days, living 
upon a small pension, which was all he would ac- 
cept of from the emperor. 	These arc the out-
ward circumstances of a fact of which the writer 
was not able to tell us the real motives. 

The war was ended by a decisive battle in the,
,!itnive 

plain between Lyons and Trevoux. 	The two ar-rought 
ivies were equal in number, each of them consist. fl' 2ihi.  
ing of an hundred and fifty thousand men ; and 	de. 
at the heads of them were their emperors. 	Seve-Ikrii: 
rus, who had not been present at any of the bat- si..117  "'u. 
ties against Niger, commanded his army in per- 
son in this against Albinos. 	The valour of the 
troops was great on both sides. 	The British le- 
gions, which finight for Albinos, were not infe- 
rior to those of Illyricum. 	But Severus was 
thought a better general than his competitor. 

The victory was obstinately disputed, and re- 
mained a long time doubtfUl. 	Albinus's left 
wing made no great resistance, but was soon 
broke, and pursued to their camp by Severus's 
men. 	The other side of the field of battle wore 
a different face. 	The troops of Albinus's right 
wing had dug in the ground before them a great 
number of ditches, and covered them over slight-
ly with earth, so artfully that no one could per- 
ceive what they had done. 	To draw the enemy 
into this snare, they pretended to be afraid to 
advance, and thereh)re darted their javelins from 
afar, and retreated as soon as they had made their 
discharge. 	The stratagem succeeded. Severus's 
soldiers, burning with ardour to come to a close 
engagement, and despising their seemingly.trem-
bling adversaries, advanced upon them without 
any precaution. 	But they were stopped at once 
by an obstacle as formidable as it was unexpected. 

Coming 
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• Coming to the place where the ditches were, the 
earth sunk under their feet, and the whole first 
line fell in. 	As the lines were very close, the se- 
cond had not time to recover, but fell in upon the 
first. 	Those who followed, terrified at this, fell 
hastily back, and beat down their companions be-
hind them. By this means the whole of Severus's 
right wing was put into great confusion, and their 
enemies made a dreadful slaughter of them. 

In this extreme danger, Severus flew to the as-
sistance of his troops, with his guard. But at first, 
filr from remedying the evil, he saw even his prw-
torians broke and cut in pieces, and had a horse 
killed under him. 	This bad success served but 
to animate him the more. 	Rallying some of the 
fitgitives, and putting himself at their head, he 
fdl sword in hand upon the enemy, determined 
to conquer or die. 	Pis little troop hewed down 
all before it, without distinction of friends that 
were flying, or enemies that opposed. 	By this 
means numbers of Severus's men were forced to 
return to the charge ; and the conquerors, who 
had already broken their ranks through eagerness 
to pursue their advantage, were scarce able to 
sustain this unexpected shock. 

The battle began a-new ; but the victory wasstill 
doubtful, until Latus, who commanded Severus's 
horse, decided the fate of the day. 	He had de- 
dined engaging at the beginning of the fight, out. 
of a perfidious design, as is said, of letting the two 
) ivals destroy each other,l 	in order to set up after- 
wards for himself: 	But when he saw that fortune 
began to declare for Severus, being sensible of the 
d a tiger ttAvhich his criminal inactivity exposed him, 
le fell upon the rear of Albinus's troops,whilst SC- 
VC ElIN attacked them vigorously in front. Unable any 
longer to keep their ground, they fled, and took 
lidter within the city of Lyons, with their union-

tiwate general Albinus. By this victory, which was 
perfectly complete, Scverus became sole master of 

the 
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the whole empire,havinr.destroyed, in less than four 
years, three emperors, Didius, Niger, and Albinus. 

The battle of Lyons was very bloody. 	Our au-
thors do not say what was the loss on both sides : 
but it must have been great even on that of the con-
queror: and Dion Cassius observes with the griefof 
a good citizen, that the blood which was shed either 
on one or the other side, was equally lost to 'tome. 

Spartian tells us the month and day on which thibsort.sa v. 
great event happened, which was the nineteenth of"' 
February. 	He does not determine the year : but 
by comparing the facts which preceded,with those 
that followed it, M. de Tillemont fixes it to the Ti' "• s.=• 
year of Christ i 97 ; the fourth of Severus's reign.1114.,4,,, 

The city of Lyons was plundered and ravaged 
by the conquerors, who set it on fire in several 
places, and burnt great part of it. 

Albinus had retired to a house near the Rhone. 
There, seeing that all was lost, and knowing that 
no mercy would be shewn him, he either stabbed 
himself, or made one of his slaves perform that 
fatal office for him. 	lie was not quite dead, when 
a troop of the enemy arrived, cut off his head, 
and carried it to Severus. 

Such was the end of Albinus, concerning whose Renrril 
character I have but little to add to what I have 7,1:citt•Iret:i.̀a.  
already said or him. No dependance can be made Acillne.  upon the outrageous reproaches with which Seve- 10'....' i:i. 
rus loads him in his memoirs: nor do I think we 
ought to give much greater credit to the testi-
mony of so injudicious a writer as Capitolinus, 
who frequently contradicts himself; and shows 
throughout his whole work how little he was skill- 
ed in the knowledge of mankind. 	If' we believe 
him, Albinus was unjust to his domestics, insup-
portable to his wife, surly and morose to all, eat-
ing always alone out or aversion to society, rigid 
even to cruelty in matters relating to military dis-
cipline, and condemning not only the common sol-
diers, but their clentnrions, to be whipped to death, 

or 
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• or crucified, as if they had been slaves. 	If ••.nch 

was his behaviour, he certainly could not be very 
amiable: and yet it is certain that he was exceed-
ingly beloved by the senate, very many of whose 
members wished to see him emperor: and if their 
motive for this was the hatred they bore Severu', 
it follows at least that they had a very different 

CiTit. AM opinion of Albinus, from that which Capitolinus 
14. 	endeavours to give us of him. 	I pay no regard ntrop. 4S• 
Ann Viet. to the suspicion with which some pititid writers 

charge him, of having been concerned in the death 
of Pertinax. 	All the circumstances of that affair 
refute this absurd and odious imputation. 

As to his drinking to excess, a limit with which 
Scrcrus reproached Albinus, tapitolinus varies so 
much in what he says upon that head, that one 
cannot tell what to think alt.' 	But we certainly 
shall not give credit to stories about his gorman-
dising, which that writer himself confesses he can 
scarce believe, and which arc really incredible. 
We cannot think that Albinus used often to cat at 
a breakfast five hundred figs, an hundred peaches, 
ten melons, twenty pounds of grapes, an hundred 
beccafieos, and four hundred oysters. 	I mention 
this purposely to give my readers an idea of the 
judgment of the authors I am obliged to have re-
course to. 

Let us then form an idea of Albinus from facts ; 
and, laying aside his private character, consider 
only how far he was possessed of the talents neces-
sary fir great undertakings. We shall, in this case, 
FCC him in the light of a brave warrior, who had 
the art of making, himself beloved ; but who had 
not cunning enough to guard against the artifices 
of his enemy ; and this was the cause of his ruin. 

Crstelty of 	Severus made a most horrid use of his victory. 
so erus ar. Having 	 $ 	. no longer any thing to fear he gave an to 

 :•
1:6 %ic- entire loose to the natural violence of his temper, 

2Th'• k fk`and, renoturing even the slightest appearances of s...a. 4- 
,spurt. Sr,, moderation which be had affected until now, shew- 
,t L ! A 11. 	 ed 
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ed himself what he really was, cruel and vindielaA;7/14,. 
tive beyond all measure. 	Nothing can be mean-9.i 	' 
ei.than the indignities which he offered to the 
dead body of his rival. 	After sending his head 
to Rome, he rode several times over the breath-
less corpse, making his horse tread it under foot : 
and to feast his eyes still more with the shocking 
sight, he let it lie in its gore before his tent until 
it was half petrified, and then ordered it to be 
thrown into the ltiione. 	Albinus's wife and chil-
dren were treated with the same rigour, put to 
death, and their bodies thrown into the river. 
The destruction of this family was followed by 
that of Niger's, for which Severus had professed 
a great regard whilst Niger lived, which he had 
kept in exile since his defeat, and which he extir-
pated when his victory over Albinus had secured 
to him the possession of the empire. 	He caused 
search to be made for the bodies of the senators 
who had been killed fighting for Albinus, and af-
ter exposing them to every kind of insult, forbid 
/heir being buried. 	All the prisoners of note, ei- 
ther by their birth or employments, were put to 
death. 	These cruelties certainly contributed to 
binder many of Albinus's partizans, who had sonic 
bodies of troops under their command, from sub- 
miffing to so inhuman a conqueror. 	They chose 
rather to fall sword in hand, than by the axe of 
the lictor : and Severus had accordingly several 
battles to tight, before he could entirely destroy 
a party which clemency after his victory would 
have disarmed at once. 

lie tormented both Gaul and Spain with rigorous; 
inquiries after the friends of Albinus, and, under 
that pretence, put to death a very great number or 
the chief people of those countries. 	Even the wo- 
men were not spared ; for Ile condemned many of 
them to share the unhappy fate Or their husbands 
and relations. 	An iniquitous desire of plunder 

Vol.. VIII. 	 II 	 war 
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was one great cause of these bloody executions : 
ibr sentence of death was always followed by con-
fiscation of estates and effects ; and the produce 
was immense. 

spar/. set•. No plea of equity, no affecting remonstrance, tl. & 
Vid `'"'could move Severus. 	A person accused alledging 

the same arguments that Cassius Clemens had used 
with success after the death of Clemens; sayingi 
" Necessity, and not choice, engaged me in Al- 
" binus's party. 	What would you do, if you was 
"in my place ? I should sutler," answered Se-
verus, " what you are going to suffer." 

Hie;  rae agArtsthe 
the senate. 
spare. Ser. 

But nothing rendered him more odious than his 
rage and cruelty against the senators. 	It is true 
they had seemed to incline towards Albinus, and 

XL 8. Ca- ru. Am, sufficiently declared their sentiments, by grant-had .  . 
XII. mg to his brother Clodius Cashing, a little before 

the battle of Lyons, honours which they did not 
dare to decree directly to himself: 	Severus's an- 
ger would then not have been absolutely unjust, 
if he had !opt it within certain bounds, and had 
not carried it to the highest pitch of violence. 

/rase. When he sent the head of Albinus to Rome; 
he accompanied it with a letter to the senate and 
people, by which he notified to them his victory, 
and which lie ended with saying, that he had or. 
tiered the head of his enemy to be set upon a 
gibbet in the most public part of the city, as a 
proof and example of his resentment against thosi 

op. who had offended him. 	Ile wrote a thundering 
letter to the senate, taxing them with the basest 
ingratitude towards him. 	" I have ended, said 
" lie, several wars, to the advantage of the re- 
" public : I have filled the city with plenty of 

• " Frovi:.ins : I have delivered you from the mi- 
" 	 ies of tyranny, by my victory over Niger. 
" Ain! how have 	on expressed your gratitude 
'• fin so many services ? 	By preferring to me an 

• " impostor, a man win& mouth was alwvys full 
"of 
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" of lies, and whose whole merit consisted in a, 
" groundless pretence to a chimerical nobility." 

To vex the senators, and fill them with conster..treninke4 ,
•lhe soli 

% nation, he restored the memory of ('onimodus, ol„,, ,..„k  
•• whom he had never spoken before but with con. conthwau,, 

tempt and horror. 	He made his soldiers rank that;27,;','.1'3 the 
detestable prince among the gods : and adding to a ni, • & 
step so disobliging and alarming to the 	senate, a.1.1"/".'"'• 
puerile vanity, he called himself the brother of 
Coinmodus and the son of Marcus Aurelius. This 
last whim was indeed of older date than the bat-
tle of Lyons, as appears by a medal of the third 
year of Severns's reign, where he styles himself the 
son of Marcus Aurelius. 	Another, coined some 
yearsarter, makes him the son oil.. Vcrus. Stram e 
fancies ! but they were the fruit of prosperity. 

Severus spent some mouths in Gaul, busied with liercturnto 
doing himself justice, as he termed it, with quiet-t° E.̀ "t`• 
ing the province, and fixing his authority in it. 
It was then also that he divided Britain into two 
governments, whereas it had made but one until 
that time. 	When lie had settled what seemed to m.,„4, 
him most important, he set out for Rome, leading 
with him his army to appear the more terrible. 
According to 111. de Tillemont, he was there be- 7z ; ,,.,s..;,. 
fore the second of June of the year 197 of Christ,n4- "-
which was that in which he conquered Albinos. 

The inhabitants of the capital endeavoured to 
appease his anger by the honours they paid him. 
The people went Out to meet hiin, crowned NS lilt 
branches of laurel. 	The senate came also to re- 
ceive him, with 	all 	possible 	demonstrations of 
sninnis,,ion and 	respect ; concealing 	their tears 
under those outward expro,,,ions Of 	)V. 	•ieVert.ISI 
in the midst Of  the most flattering acclamations, 
entered the cit y , went up to 	the 	capitol, sacrifi- 
ced to Jupiter, and, returning to his palace, seem-
ed satisfied with the people, to whom lie promis- 
ed a large,b that they might 	rejoice fur his vie- ,.., 	 tory. 
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tory. 	All his wrath and vengeance was reserved, 
for the senate. 

Hismena- He assembled it the next day, and opened the 
eingTeeth tothe se- 
nate. 

 meetingwith a speech, in which, quoting exam-
pies of former times, he commended highly the 

Li& rigours exercised by Sylla, by Marius, and by 
Octavius, as the best and surest safeguard : and, 
on the other hand, he blamed the Mildness of 
Caesar and of Pompey, to which, he said, their 
ruin ought tobe imputed. Fromtheneeheproceed-
ed to the justification of Commodus, which he ac-
companied with most bitter reproaches against 
the senators. " It well becomes you," said he to 
them " to insult Commodus, when most of you 
" lead more shameful lives than that prince ever 
" did. 	If he was seen at the strews killing wild 
" beasts with his own hand, can I not point out 
" among you one, an old consular, who very late- 
" ly, engaged in public a common prostitute dis- 
" guised like a lion ? Commodus fought in the 
" arena like a gladiator ! Do not many of you do 
" the same ? Else why, to what end, have you 
" bought his helmet and all his armour ?" lie end-
ed this violent invective with ordering them to 
decree divine honours to Commodus, as the sol.-
diery had already done. 

Twenty- This was but the prelude ; and the effects which 
nine, or 
fortv-oile 
*miters 

followed were answerable to it. Severus had caused 
strict search to be made after all Albinus's papers, 

NI,Itotia and having got possession of them, had discovered 
/7,-,,d. 4. all his friends and correspondents at Rome. Fur. 

77 'AU). ni,lied with *hese proof's, out ofsixty-four senators, 
)1.  ii. 
n,,. & Hr. Vil io were accused of having favoured Albinus, he 
, .1. 	8.:' declared thirty-five innocent : but he condemned 
Vila? . Sit. 
13. 

b u. v. 

t he n 	other twenty-nine to sufli.r death, and had then 
e.eeitted without any finan of process, though they 
were all men of'great distinction, some having been 
consuls,. and others pi wtors. 	Dion Cassius nattier
t«0 of them, Sulpicianus hither-in-law to Pertina.x, 
ath,l Erucius Clams. 	This last was a man of great 

r, 	. merit: 
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merit : and Severus, partly out ofa malicious hope 
of tarnishing a character which provoked his envy, 

- and partly to authorise his violences by the sanc-
tion of a name universally respected, endeavour-
ed, by promising him his life, to prevail upon him 
to become the accuser of, and witness against, 
those who were emtiarked in the same cause with 
him. But he bravely chose rather to die, than act 
so vile a part. 	Another senator, named Julianus, 
undertook the odious task, and was in fact not 
put to death : but he was made to suffer all the 
tortures of the rack, without any regard to his 
dignity. 

Spartian enumerates forty-one persons who now 
fell victims to Severus's revenge. 	Among these 
are six of the name of Pescennius, relations, with-
out doubt, of Niger, since they bore the same fa- 
mily name. 	This observation, joined to a word ' 
in Herodian, gives room to think that Severus 
completed on this occasion his until then imper-
fect revenge against the partizans of Niger, whose 
wife and children he likewise put to death at the 
same time, as I befbre observed. 

(;Ting or With regard to this horrid carnage, Severus re- (s:;T•tia ,,i  
ceived a'good lesson from his youngest son Geta,yo seined, 
who was then but little more than eight years old. :';Li!,', i-te,: Dearing his father declare his intention of putting th,. car. 
to death all the chief partizans of those who had us  ti:C:i. ce.  
disputed the empire with him, lie seemed greatly 4! 
concerned. 	Seven's, observing it, said to him, 
" They arcs enemies, of whim' I am going to de- 
cc liver %el you." 	Geta then asked how many there 
might be of them. 	Being told, he grew still more 
pensive, and asked, whether those unhappy men 
had any parents or relations. 	He was answered 
that most of them had several. " Alas, then, cried 
ii  he, more people will be sorry Ibr our victory, 

'' than 
• The text of f ierodian is imolai-41y dell'etive in the place 

here reti•rred to. 	As amended by I (miry Stephem, it otfers the 
Pletillillg I ha \ C codex% uoresi to iopro.s. 

37191 
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" than will partake of our joy !" 	Severus is said 
to have been shaken by this equally judicious and 
humane reflection. 	But the two pi'atorian pre- 
fects, Plautianus, of whom we shall soon have oc-
casion to make more particular mention, and Ju-
venal, hoping to enrich themselves by 'the spoils 
of the proscribed, exhorted him to execute his de- 
sign. 	Caracalla was present at this conversation, 
and, far from being of Geta's mind, proposed, 
that even the children of their enemies should be 
put to death with their fathers. Upon which Geta; 
with a look of indignatioi),—said to him, " You; 
" who spare the blood of none, are capable of 
" killing your own brother." 	And so in fact he 
did, as we shall, hereafter see. 

Narcissus 	'While so many illustrious persons, far more un- 
tl' "n7 fortunate than guilty, were expiring under: 	the ivrer or 
Commit's bands of cruel executioners, Severus pronounced thrown to 
ow iimm  one just sentence of death: 	The wrestler Narcis- 
f.d. s,.. sus, whi) bad strangled Commodus, was yet alive. 
14. 44 -Di°.  Severus's hatred of the senate; rather than zeal 
4 I XXIII. 
F. 0135. 	fbr the memory of a detested prince, brought him 

at last to condign punishment. At the end of five 
years, Narcissus was, by his order, exposed to the 
lions, with this label fastened to him, "The' flute- 
" derer of Coinmodus." 

severnsen- 	Whilst Severus was venting all his fury upon the ,, i11,.,,
avotool tosenate, he took care to please the people with all 

prr , , ond sorts of games and shews, and with plentiful distri- tl ,
t• ( r 

sh-1 
is, 	tde hutions of provisions and money. 	He eased the 
ellipirc,1•ut provincial suljects of the empire of a very heavy 
f,', ::tett,y burden, by charging the exchequer with the ex- 
(!tt ry. 	penceofalimessengersorcourierssentbytheprinee 
Re" 11' jc 	or the state ; whereas, until then, they had used to s•,„,,,. N. v. 	'       )4,h 12. be fitrnishedp-alis with horses and carriages,by the 

inhabitants of the countries through which they 
passed : but it was chiefly to the soldiery that, the 
expression will not he too sti ong it' I say, Severna 
studied to pay his court : fin• he was exceedingly 
artful, minded nothing but Ins own interest, and 

cared 
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' Tared very little for the concerns of the public. 
With this way of thinking, it is not to be wonder-
ed at, if, to gain the affections of the soldiery, lie 
-did not fear to enervate their discipline by giving 
them frequent largesses, increasing their pay, and 
allowing them to marry, and to wear rings of gold. 
I-lerodian looks upon this emperor as the first cor-
rupter of the military discipline : in which he goes 
perhaps too far. 	Commodus had made a great 
progress in that work : but Severus completed it, 
and by his unmlinlv complaisance towards the sol-
diery, raised their insolence to such a height, that 
the evil became incurable. 

The chief drift of his policy was to secure his TIC pro- 
own 'braille, and to perpetuate the empire in his,",;(iV I6' 
family. 	The great youth of his sons, the eldest 
of whom was only in his tenth year, made him un- 
easy. 	He hastened their advancement by raising 
them to honours before they had attained tln age 
required by the laws. 	We have already seen that 
•Caracalla was declared tiesar by the troops to. 
wards the end of the year of Christ 196. 	The 
next year, which is that I am speaking of; S:..ve-s,,,td. se,. 
ins caused that title to be confirmed to him by a 1:1. 
decree of the senate. 	Ile also began at this time 
to confer marks of distinction upon the younge,t 
of his sons, (;eta : 	but ' 	we cannot say exactly 
wherein his prerogatives consisted. 

As to his relatittus, 'he only gave some of them nr, ;flair_ 
a few honorar‘. distinctions, void of profit, and oll R 	'' ''' 	6'1  ltA 1-,;, 
no consequence to the empire. 	Ile had a brothertt.,. 

namod ' • ' '' & la. 
• Spartian si)s that tirlern4 gave Crta the manly robe: btu 

that was not po,:ble then, (;et,/ bring only eight )cdrs awl 
sonie month, old. 	According to Ilcrodian, 	Sererus made his 
sons his a.,:zociat VA iii the ellipite at 	the time 	we are sptahm., 
of: which, at mo,t, ik true only of Caracalla, to whom the tic t.• 
of (174.4,11.11as Confirmed by the eenate. 	Our 	authors cert,iioi)  
intended to point at home preroeative ()I' honour granted to ( io- 
ta; 	but the) have not exploinvithcm-cli rti 	St) clvarl) as 0111 
Mild II iSil. 
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named Septimius Geta, who, forming to himself' 
vast expectations when he saw Severus raised to 
the throne, came to him the moment he was ac• 
knowledged at Rome, and before he set out upon 
his expedition against Niger. 	He flattered him- 
self with thoughts of being either associated to 
the empire, or of having at least a considerable 
power with the title of Ca3sar. 	Severus sent him 
back to his post ; but what that was we are not 
told : and it was partly to cure him of his chime- 
rical projects, and to cut off all his hopes, that he 
created Caracalla Omar when he was yet so very 
young. 	His brother was obliged to content him- 
self with the consulship, and even that he was for- 
ced to stay for several years. 

13.  His sister, who had always lived at Leptis, 
where she was born, came also to pay him a visit 
with a son that she had. 	Her provincial dialect 
and behaviour, for she could scarcely speak Latin, 
and had never seen a court, soon made the empe- 
ror her brother ashamed of her. 	He made her 
some presents, conferred the dignity of senator 
upon her son, and ordered them both to go back 
to their own country. 

14.  T4) silvW,110WeVer, that he was not devoid of' na- 
tural tenderness and affiction, he erected statues 
to his father, his mother, his grandfather, and his 
first. wife. But this was an illustration which reflec- 
ted upon himself. 	He (lid not consult the senate 
about setting up these statues, tho' it had always 

beverus 
p.c.: into 
A i1,.1,1i,t,. 

becn customary so to do. 	This despotic way of 
%fleet:ding could not but displease that assembly. 

tn nothp 
11 o 

the la-
n  Severus il)a•de but a very short stay at Rome, if ., 

it  be true, as M. de Tillemont thinks, that before 
thi ,,,,,  
Jill mo• eivo 0„. 

the end of this very year, so full of events, he was • in f he Eart, ready to make war upon the Parthians. 
thil war. This divatch, astonishing as it is, is not absolutely 
D . 
1 VA 

1. 
 I -. 6. 

ff 	IL I. , .1* 
incredibie in : 0 active a prince. 	It has been said, 
that hi,; only design in this new cntcrprize was 

1V A. lo; e of glory, and a desire not to signalize his va- 
l. 	to. lour 
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' ' lour only in civil wars, but to illustrate his name 
by conquests over other nations. 	Without pre-
tending to exclude this motive, which is certainly 
well suited to the character of Severus, he ought 
not to be accused of having taken up arms on this 
occasion without a lawful cause ; since the Par. 
thians, as we learn from Dion Cassius, had, while 
Severus was employed against Albinus, made an 
irruption into Mesopotamia, and attacked Nisibis, 
which filled them with perpetual jealousy and a- 
larms. 	Besides Barsemius king of Atra had as-
sisted Niger, asI said before; and Severus had 
not had time to seek satisfaction for that injury. 
These were the motives that called him back into 
the East. 

He seems, immediately after the battle of Ly.UP.011  his 
ons, to have sent Lretus on before him, with or-itr,1,ih: 
ders to defend Nisibis against the Parthians. 	lies Ilan,artr

:f
ant.  

himself followed with his army as soon as he pos- sze  ,` 
sibly could; and at his approach, the enemy,Nibibis. 
struck with terror, retired from before the place. 
Severus, having delivered Nisibis, returned.  into 
Syr ia, and, in his passage, received the submission 
of Abgarns king of the Osrhoenins, who gave 
him his sons for hostages, and furnished him with 
a number of archers. 

his design was to push on the war against the= "ft 
Parthians vigorously the next year; and to thathe4kit ' 
end he took all the time necessary to prepare fur Mit so important an expedition. 	He did not begin his and ctesi. 
march until towards the end of the summer, stay-Plum. A. R. 94r. ing on purpose fi)r the latter season, as the most 
proper fir acting in a country which was quite 
dried up and burnt. 	lie had caused a great num- 
ber of boats to be built upon the Euphrates, and 
put on board them part of his troops, who sailed 
down the river, while the rest of his army march- 
ed along its banks. 	Ile carried with him the bro- 
ther of the king of the Parthians, whose present.° 
he thought might fiteil itatc his conquests, which 

proved 
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proved exceedingly rapid. 	Arriving at Babylon-4  
he found that great city abandoned. 	From thence 
he reached Seleucia, making his fleet, probably, 

.4mm, 	pass through the canal called Naar-meta
' 
 which 

if„, r, 	communicated from the Euphrates to the Tigris. 
xxir• 	Se!curia was likewise given up to him by the flight 

of its inhabitants. 	Ctesiphon cost him a siege, 
and the loss of many men. 	The Parthians, ani- 
mated by the presence of their king Vologeses*, 
who had shut himself up with them, made a brave 
resistance : and the Romans, wanting provisions, 
reduced to live upon roots, and worn out with 
sickness occasioned by their bad food, began to 
be discouraged. 	Severus persisted : and his re- 
solution was crowned with success. 	The city was 
taken by storm, and delivered up to the soldiers 
to be plundered. 	The slaughter was prodigious, 
the booty immense, and the number of prisoners 
amounted to an hundred thousand. 	The king of 
the Parthians escaped, and the conquerors were 
not able to pursue him. 

Mew, 	Severus took for this conquest, which however 
he could not keep, the title of Imperator for the 
eleventh time, and that of Purthicus, with the far- 
ther addition of the epithet Maximus. 	He wrote 
to the senate and Roman people, giving them a 
pompous account of his exploits, which he caused 
to be represented in painting, and exposed to 

Ca• 	public view. racalla  
tiednrea 	This empty pageantry was not the only fruit he 
'fr4"" tin,  reaped from his victory. 	He made it the means suit Geta 
Ctuar- 	of Axing the supreme power in his flintily. 	The 

surest way to do this, was to make his sons, whom 
he had carried with him purposely in this view, 
his partners in all the honours of the sovez eignty. 
The example had been already set by Marcus Au- 
relius. 	Scverus followed, and, as it generally hap- 
pens in the imitation of abuses, exceeded it. 	Ile 
did not wait for Caracalla the age which Marcus 

Aurelius 
* Herodian calls him Artabaucs. 
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• Atirelius had waited for Commodus. 	At the 
time 	of the taking of Ctcsiphon, that young . Prince was but in ins eleventh rear : and in the 
transports of joy with which the conquest and 
plunder of the capital of the Parthians tilled the 
Roman soldiers Severus easily induced them to 
proclaim his eldest son Augustus. 	Geta, destined 
to the same rank ere it should be long, received 
then the title of Calm., and the name of Antoni- 
nus. 	The senate confirmed what had been done 
by the soldiers,,  whom Scverus rewarded with 
large donations.  

Want of provisions, and the inconvenicncics of a sererus 
strange climate, forced the Romans, victorious as:'iri!:elf" 
they were, to abandon Ctcsiphon, and think of re- await, the 
treating. 	They could not return by the way they k„tig:,„„ 
came, because the country through which theyfiir pear° 
had passed was eaten up. They therefore went nil° °gal" 
the Tigris, by land and by water at the same time. 

This route led them into Armenia, which they 
prepared to enter in an hostile manner. 	I cannot 
sav for what reason. 	For the king of Armenia, 
whose name was Vologeses, which was also thatm  
of the king of the Parthians, had not given Seve-r.7/. 44..  
rus any cause of complaint, having refrained from 
sending succours to Niger, though this last had 
applied to him tbr his assistance. Vologeses seems 
to have been a wise prince, and a tliithful imitator 
Of' his father Sinotruees, of whom Dion Cassius 
gives this character; that to the greatest courage 
and skill in war, he joined the strictest observance 
ofjustiee ; and that fin. temperance and modera. 
tion, he might be compared to the most yirtuou3 

among 

• For this date I follow the authority of Spartian, and his. 
torieal probability. 	Another date, prior to this by several 
rnonthq, is taken re an met' As and ittscriptiow. as the time of' 
earaealla's being 1 niqed to the rank of Aurmtns. 	it matters 
nut which of the Nil is ilUKt, eX Hi ; the tai  t and its principd 
circumstances rimaining t•till the same. 
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among the Greeks or Romans. 	Vologeses, the 
son of Sanotruces, behaved, on the occasion I am 
speaking of; with equal vigour and prudence. 
He n, arched out to meet the Romans, anti put 
biruseir in a posture of defence : but at the same 
time, sensible of the inequality of his forces, and 
preferring peace to war, lie proposed a negocia- 
tion, which Severus agreed to. 	The Armenian 
gave a sum of money and hostages, and the em-
peror granted him peace, and even increased his 
dominions by the addition ola district of Arme-
nia, of which the Romans were masters. 

ut be- 	Severus had now completed all his designs in 
si;e:Ta Atra 
twico, but the East, except the revenge he meditated against 
iii vain. 	the king of Atra. 	We may reasonably suppose 

	

,p,-, 	
""that  1 

mi. 	he made a treaty with the Parthians, before 
he left their country, since we find no farther 
mention of any war with them during the whole 
course of his reign. 	He remained satisfied with 
the submission of the king of Armenia. 	The city 
of Atra, either not expecting any fhvour, or proud 
of her situation which had formerly baffled all the.  
etlbrts of Trojan, prepared for resistance. 	Seve- 
rus, on his march back from Mesopotamia into 
Syria, besieged it, but with very bad success. 	I'lis 
machines of war were burnt; a great number of 
his men were killed, and many more wounded ; 
and he was Ibreed to raise the siege, though with-
out giving up his design of being revenged. 

Accordingly he made new preparations,arnassed 
immense quantities of provisions and warlike ma-
chines, and, in a short time, returned before A tra. 
The inhabit ants defended themselves with the same 
bravery as before. 	They were Arabians, as I have 
observed elsewhere, and had a numerous body of 
horse oft heir own nation, which scoured the coun-
try, intercepted the convoys of the Romans, tell 
like lightning upon t heirdetachments that were sent 
out to forage, and in an instant disappeared. Those 

that 
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that were shut up in the city made brisk sallies, In 
which they killed numbers of the besiegers.— 
They even burnt a second time all their machines, 
except those which had been made by Periscus, 
the engineer of 13) z a ritium, whose life Severus 
had spared, on account of his great skill, and 
the services he hoped to derive iron' it. 	The be- 
sieged themselves had machines which carried to 
a great distance, and threw a number of darts at 
once, with such force as to kill a great way oil' 
those they hit ; insomuch that Severtts had seve- 
ral of his guards struck dead at his feet. 	When 
the Romans had gained ground, and approached 
near to the walls, the besieged altering their me-
thod of defence, became more formidable than 
before. 	They poured down upon their assailants 
great quantities or flaming bitumen, which burnt 
and killed them with excessive torment. 	Hero- 
dian says they likewise threw upon them vessels 
of earth, filled with venomous winged 	insects, 
Which upon the vessel's breaking, fixed upon the 
Romans, and stung them so as to disable them 
from acting. 	To these difficulties, add all those 
which necessarily attend a climate insufferably hot, 
and the dangerous sicknesses occasioned thereby. 

At length, however, the activity and perseve-
rance of the besiegers enabled them to make a 
breach, and a great piece of the wall, mined pro- 
bably underneath, fell down. 	The city must then 
have been taken, if the avarice of the conqueror 
had not saved it. 	Severus knew that it contained 
vast riches, and particularly the treasures of the 
temple of the sun, which would become the prey 
of the soldiers, if the place was taken by storm ; 
whereas the whole would belong to the emperor, 
if the besieged should desire to capitulate, as t he 
extremity to which they sure reduced made him 
hope they would. 	For this reason, he ordered a 
retreat to be sounded, to the great dissatisfaction 
of all his troops, who were on the point of com-
pleting their conquest. 

nit 
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his avai ice was disappointed. 	The besieged, 
far from thinking of surrendering,built up another 
wall in the night : and when Severus wanted his 
men to renew the attack, the Europeans who were 
his best troops, refused to march 	Ile was there- 
fbre obliged to make use of Syrians, lvho, more 
docile, but less resolute, were repulsed with loss 
and shame. 	Nor was it possible to prevail upon 
the mutineers to stir. 	One athe principal offi- 
cers of the army desired only five hundred and 
fifty European soldiers, with which he engaged to 
take A tra. 	'' Where," said the emperor to him, 
" can 1 find that number ?" 	Thus, says our his- 
torian, God saved this city, by making Severus 
'veal the troops which could have taken it ; and 
by 	afterwards 	putting it out 	of his 	power to 
conquer it, when he wanted so to do, by the dis- 
obedience of his soldiers. 	After twenty days of 
fruitless eilbrts and attacks, 	he 	was obliged 	to 
raise the siege, 	and fbr want of bciii able to 
make his troops obey him : a circumstance which 
does him no sort of honour. 

He comforted himself by one or more ex-
peditions intro Arabia, which proved successful. 
If we believe Herodias, he penetrated even into 
Arabia Felix. 	Eutropitts and Victor speak of a 

Talton. Scv. part of Arabia reduced by hiss into a pros incc. 	In 
'". 17  - 	truth, it does not appear that. he added much to 

the conquests Trajan had before made in that 
country. 

Severus's exploits in the east may then be re-
duced to his traversing a vast extent of country 
with immense labour and expellee, his failing in 
a great enterprize, and his not mithing one solid 
or lasting conquest. 	The advantage that accrued 
to the 	Romans was, their strengthening them- 
5-elves in 	the 	possession of their limner acquisi,. 
tions in tho,e 	countries, and 	their establisliin ,,  in 
them a tranquillity which was not interrupted tor 
many veal s. 

t''°"'"s's 	Severn,' was indeed intitled toa share ofthis ,dorN. 4"n• , 	. 	to. 	, 	,• n..,,,,•th, 	1Jut 'It. t•iszrzteedit by his cruelties both towaids the 
1.11110f- 
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unfortunate remains of Niger's party, and even to. t,m,in- or 
wards his own friends and officers. 	Spartian as. IN„Irg .̀.",„id  

these endless proceedings against enemiesmai t.. .cribes 
now incapable of doing hurt., to the avarice of Plan- 	is his 

,
,
,
,.
,
,
,.1

.
,

4 
tianus. 	According to Herodian;  and probably ;le. niends. 
cording to truth, the emperor was not less greedy 
than his pralorian prefect,and reserved ii.r iiiim elf 
the greatest part of the fOrleitnres. 	The sweets of 
this bloody booty, joined to his eternal misi rusts, 
rendered him cruel, as I said betine, even to those 
who had always been attached to his fiat une. 	To 
be thought worthy of the empire was as dangerous  
as to aspire to it. 	Some were accused of conTi. 
racics ; of hers of consulting astrologers about the 
emperor's life ; and only to. say that his children 
were yotuu 	was construed into a doubt whether 
they would succeed him, and was punished with 
death. 	Dion Cassius mentions particularly two 
officers or great distinction, who were inhumanly 
sacrificed to the suspicious temper of this prince. 

i:5"5"' 

Die. 

One of them was a tribune of the przutorian co- 
horts. 	his name, Julius Crispus. 	Wearied out 
by a tedious and painful war in a climate whose 
heat was insuppm table, he chanced one day to 
apply to the situation he was then in, these lines 
of Virgil*: 

We, but the slaves who mount von to the throne: 
A base ignoble crowd, without a name, 
Unwept, unwoi thy of a fuu'ral flame: 
By duty bound to forfeit each his life, 
That Turnwi may possos a royal wife. 

- 
This complaint was looked upon as seditious. It 

cost the tribune his life, and his place was given 
to a common soldier who informed against him. 

I.a:tos 

* scilicet, la Tonto co/aim-tat reria conjux. 
,No,:, anima, viler, inhuurita iuffet uple oi rbsi, 
Sterodanur campis. 	VIRU. ,Eil. XI. 1,7 1 
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Lfetus had too much merit not to excite the jea- 
lousy of a suspicious prince. 	He was a warrior 
and a statesman, beloved by the soldiers, who had 
more than once declared, that they would not 
march, unless he was at their head. 	This may 
reasonably enough give room to doubt his fidelity 
and the uprightness of his intentions, already sus-
pected, as 1 before said, at the battle of Lyons. 
But nothing was proved against him, and it was 
an extremely odious thing to put to death an old 
friend, whose services had both raised Severus to 
the empire, and maintained him in it, and who 
had distinguished himself equally in the civil and 
the foreign wars. 	The emperor took on this oc- 
casion a resolution suited to his close and artful 

• temper. 	He caused Ltutus to be killed in an in- 
surrection of the soldiers, and imputed his death 
to them, as if he had not had any concern in it. 

He was longer absent from Rome than he need-
ed to have been for the affairs which first called 
him from thence. 	He did not return thither un- 
til the year of Christ 203. 	Consequently he was 
gone six years. 	The first two or three of these 
years were employed in the wars I have spoken of. 
In the remaining interval, 1 find fewer memorable 
events. 

War dm 	Ile made some war, but of no great importance, great im- 
portance, 	against the Jews, either because they had attempt- 
again't heed to revolt, or that he wanted to pick a quarrel ,,J,ws. 
Spar!. sem with them for their late attachment to Niger, 
16, 17, 14. though he had since declared that he forgave them 

that fault. 	Caraealla seems to have had the title 
of commander in this expedition : for we find it 
was tp him that the senate decreed a triumph over 
the Jews. 	Severus made several regulations in 
I'd Icstine, and forbid, under severe penalties, those 
who were not born Jews to embrace their religion. 

Caracalla 	11e gave lit eldest son the manly robe at Antioch, «md. before be had completed his fourteenth year ; and 
made 
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made him his colleague in the consulship, in the 
year of Christ '203. 

This same year he published an edict against t,
Lle„fr 

the Christians, which gave rise to the fifth gene- perscettliml 

ral persecution. 	In the beginning of his reignhecractians.  
had been pretty favourable to them, from a motive Tire,". 
of personal gratitude towards a Christian named 
Proculus Torpacio, who had cured him of a dan-
gerous sickness, and to whom, in return {Or that 
service, he allotted an impartment in his palace. 
lie was so tar from hating those who professed 
the religion of Jesus Christ, that he gave his eldest 
son Caracalla a Christian nurse. 	A mistaken po-
licy made him alter his conduct. The Christians, 
under favour of the peace they enjoyed whilst 
Commodus reigned, had multiplied exceedingly. 
Their distinguished virtue, and the miracles which 
God wrought by them, drew over to them an in-
finite number of proselytes. " We fill," said Ter-
tulhan to the Pagans at the very time we are now 
speaking. of; 64  your cities, your towns, your se- 
" nate, and your armies. We leave you only your 
" temples and your theatres." The prodigious in. 
crease of Christianity plainly threatened with ap-
proaching ruin the religion of the state ; and this 
was certainly what induced Seven's, first to let 
the magistrates make war upon the Christians for 
some years, by virtue of the ancient laws, and af-
terwards to authorize by an edict their persecution 
of them, which lasted until the end of his reign,aml 
crowned with glory a great number of martyrs, the 
most illustrious  of whom were St Irenams of l .. ons, 
Leonidas the lather or Origen and the virAin Po. 
tamiana at Alexandria, St Speratus and the mar.. 
tyrs Scillitanus in Africa. 	The Christian religion 
had an excellent delimder in the person of Tent ul-
na'', whose  apology is so well known, and io ins!. 
ly adiuired. 	To it we may also add, the elegant 
and pious work composed about the same time, 
and with the sane VieWS, by Minueins Felix. 

VoL. VIII. 	 * I 	 tievems, 
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Severus ri- . 	Severus, having entirely pacified the Cast, pass.,  
sits EgYPt.ed into Dry-it, where, upon his arrival, he paid D 	4. 	 t-,  
spot 17. honours to the memory and ashes of Pompey. He 

seems not to have had any other motive in this 
journey, than a desire to see, and know by his own 
observations, that famous country. 	He was na- 
turally very inquisitive, and desirous to examine 
and know as thoroughly- as was possible every thing . 
that concerned the sciences, divine or human. 
Accordingly, he was not satisfied with seeing 
Memphis the ancient capital of the kings of Egypt, 
the statue of Memnon, the Pyramids, and the La-
byrinths; but he entered into the sanctuary of the 
most famous temples, and made the Egyptians 
shew him the sacred books that were kept in them 
with a religious reverence : then, instigated by 
that envious and tyrannical spirit which never left 
him, he carried away those books, that none but 
bimself might afterwards know what was contain- 
ed in them. 	The same motive made him shut up 
the tomb of Alexander the Great, that no one 
might ever enter it after him. 

The journey to Egypt delighted him much, 
The singularity of the climate and of the animals 
it produces, the wonders of nature and of art, the 
worship of the god Serapis, and many other ex-
traordinary things, gratified his curiosity, and he 
remembered them with pleasure as long as he liv- 
ed. 	To this may perhaps be ascribed his readi- 
ness to soften the yoke of the Egyptians. 	They 
were governed despotically, in consequence of 
Angustus's institution, by a prefect who held the 
place of their ancient kings. 	Severus granted the 
Alexandrians a council, the members of which had 
the title and privileges of senators, arid assisted in 
the administration of public ailairs. 

, ic ithin), 
t,, 	itrpic. 
A. R. 8;l. 

Ile returned to Rome in the year of Christ 203, 
as I observed belore, pursuing his rout by land 

'''"''''. ., n /rt. .:C/ . 
,:i 

through Syria, Cilicia, Asia Minor, Thrace, Abr- 
•   Sla, arid Pannonia. 	We cannot bay whether he tri- 

umphed 
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umplied upon his arrival at the capital. 	Spartian 
says a triumph was decreed him by the senate, but 
that he would not accept of it, being too much 
afflicted with the gout, to be able to undergo the 
fatigue of that ceremony. 	The same writer adds, 
that Severus gave his son leave to triumph over 
the Jews : which is hardly probable, if he himself 
did not triumph over the Parthians. We may sup-
pose that Severus made his entry into Rome with 
very great pomp and magnificence, but with some-
what less solemnity than if he had entered it in 
triumph. 	In lieu of the triumph, the senate de-2v.... 
creed him a triumphal arch, which subsists to thisilli7;LL 
day, and of which the inscription informs us, that 
it was erected in the eleventh year of the tribuni-
tian power of Severus, that is to say, some time 
between the second of June of the year of Quist 
203, and the same day of the year 204. 

This same year he gave games and thews ofcame,, and 
every kind, accompanied with immense largesses.'Diri 
Three motives concurred to heighten the magni- 4.1'..v.iv. 
ficence of these rejoicings. Severus celebrated his '1 m-rva• 
victories over the orientals, his return to Rome, 
and the tenth year of his reign ; and therefore 
thought he could not bestow too much pomp and 
splendour on those three united objects. 	He dis-
tributed to each citizen, and to every przvtorian 
soldier, as many pieces of gold as he had reigned 
years, and the whole sum amounted to filly mil. 
bons of drachmas* : an immoderate expense, up-
on which he prided himself greatly, as having sur-
passed in that respect all who had preceded him. 
What he said was true : but was it a thing to boast 
of? Are these enormous largesses, by which each 
individual is so little benefited, and which exhaust 
the public finances, consistent with the maxims of 
a wise government? 	They suited indeed the in- 

2 	 terested 

* Cw1,,illetably above a million of our more}. 
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terested policy of Severus, because they attached 
a number of creatures to him and his family. 

In the shews that were given to the people, 
sixty bears which had been taught to wrestle, en-
gaged one another upon the giving of a signal to 
which they had been used. 	In the middle of the 
amphitheatre was built a large vessel, like a ship 
of war, which contained fbur hundred wild beasts. 
This vessel, opening at once, let out bears, lions, 
panthers, ostriches, wild asses, and buffalos; to 
which were added three hundred domestic ani-
mals : and all these creatures, to the number of 
seven hundred, were killed for the diversion of the 
multitude, an hundred each day of the seven that 
the festival lasted. 	Dion Cassius mentions also 
an elephant, and an Indian monster which the 
ancients called Corocolla, said to be got upon a 
bitch by a wolf, or upon a lioness by a tio•er. 

i :o. 1. 	A 	e
.. b
niar!.;able, but very indecent singularity in i . X - V r . 

these games, was, that women appeared upon the 
stage, and fought as gladiators. 	This licentious- 
ness, not quite unprecedented indeed, but neither 
often practised, nor ever approved of; produced 
numbers of bitter sarcasms against several ladies 
of the first quality, though, in fact, they had no 
t•harc in it. 	The magistrates were sensible how 
wrong it was, and accordingly published an ordi-
nance, by which Nvomen were fbrbid all such bat-
tles, so unbecoming the weakness and modesty of 
their sex. 

errne:!ila 	All this year was spent in rejoicings. 	Severus 
Tilarr:Cil tO n,„ k. 'L• the manly robe to his second son Geta Ctesar, z...,"  
Tcroll',iik- and married his eldest, Caracalla, to the daughter 
t;o,,, 	of Plantianu, hi.; praetorian 	prefect, 	an insolent 
14. 	1)‘ourite, 	hoc 	abuse of Ins 	too great 	power 

biol.„111. 	him 	to 	au 	untimely end. 	his Iii3tory 
1/: ;\ not be improperly placed here. 

J il., 41 	The ;.:giun'ng 01 this man, who had afterwards 
nu•,.,, 
a, 	,. (d. tho %, lac l icrvcr of the empii e in his hand, was very 
1  i,  i 	i,,, iliscure. 	lie was an African, 	burn of mean pa- 

rentage, 
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rentage, and poor. 	In his youth, he was turhu-int,:•1 ,1:1 	. 
lent and riotous, and, for a sedition and several 1tviv.*:5  
acts of violeneche had been guilty of, was banished 1,fere "P. 
by Pertinax *, then proconsul of Africa. 	In thisi t ''''''' 
distressed situation, he found a resource in the 
friendshipofSeverus,to whom he attached himself: 
lie was his countryman, and, some say, his rela- 
tion. 	Others add, that it was by an infamous 
crime that he gained his good graces: and indeed 
it must be owned, that Severus's being so blindly 
partial to him as he was to the very last, gives 
great room for that suspicion., As Severus's power 
increased, he increased Plautianus's fortune, and 
when he was made emperor, he appointed hint 
pretorian prefect. 	Ile seems even to have held 
that office alone, at least during the last years that 
he enjoyed it. 

In that high post, the power of which was ex-
tremely great, he displayed all his vices, beginning 
with avarice. 	Every thing excited his cupidity, all 
ways of gaining were alike to him, whether by ex-
torting presents, by rapines, or by confiscations. 
'We have seen that history imputes to him a share 
in the murders so frequently ordered by Seven's, 
and the minister's view in the bloody counsels he 
gave was to enrich himself with the spoils of those 
he caused to be condemned. There was not in the 
whole empire a people or city which he did not 
plunder, unless they paid him atributc; and richer 
and more magnificent presents were sent to him, 
than to the emperor. 	Even the things consecrat-
ed to religion did not escape his rapaciims hand. 

Ilis pride and insolence were as great as his ava- 
rice. 	He exacted every kind of honour and re-
spect; not excepting even those that were pa rtieu-
lady reserved to the sovereign : nor is it easy to 

Conceive 

* In the fragment of I )ion OnAns (ap. Val. p. 7:i7 ) (*tom 
whence I take this eiremnstance, the hers on contlemned by Per. 
tinax is called Fa/rias, Plautianns'q name being Fulvivv Flag. 
lianas. 

   
  



118 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

conceive how Severus, so mistrustfid, so suspi-
cious, so jealous of his rights, and so terrible in his 
anger, could bear every thing this favourite thought 
fit to do. 	More statues, and larger, were erected 
to liim, than to the emperor and his sons ; and 
that, not only in 	the cities of the provinces, but 
even in the capital ; and as often by a decree of 
the senate, as through the flattery and at the ex- 
pence of private persons. 	The senators and sol- 
diers swore by the fortune of Plautianus, and pub-
lic vows were made every where for his safety. 

Intoxicated by his prosperity he thought all 
things lawfid to him, and exercised a tyranny 
scarcely to be credited. One could not, for exam-
ple, imagine, were it not for the testimony of Dion 
Cassius a contemporary writer, that a minister 
should dare to make an hundred eunuchs of all 
ages, to wait upon his daughter : I say of all ages, 
children, youths, young men, married men, and 
fathers of families. 	It is true, this shocking secret 
was confined to his own house whilst he lived : the 
public was not informed of it until after his death. 

Plantianns, to his other vices added the most 
excessive debauchery of every kind. 	He loaded 
his stomach with such quantities of wine and meat, 
that, not being able to perfOrm the office of diges-
tion, he had accustomed himself, like another Vi- 
tellins, to ease it by vomiting. 	Though given to 
the most shameful excesses, and even to those that 
are mop t repugnant to nature, he was not the less 
jealous, but kept his wife a close prisoner, never 
suffering her to sec or be seen by any person what-
ever, not excepting even the emperor and the 
empress. 

Thus detestable was the man in whom Severus 
had placed all his confidence, or rather whom he 
had suh'ered to become his master : for he treated 
him, not with marks of kindness, but with a de-
ference that amounted even to submission ; inso-
much that, to see them, one would have thought 

Suet tua 
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Severtis the minister, and Plautianus the emperor. 
When they travelled together, the prwtorian pre-
feet had the best lodgings : his table was better 
served than that of his master, and if Severus want-
ed any nicer dish. than usual, he sent to Plautia- 
nus for it. 	In a fit of sickness which this minister 
had at Tyanzc, the emperor going to visit him, the 
soldiers that guarded Plautianus's door stopped 
his attendants, and he went in alone. 	Wanting 
one day to judge a particular cause, he ordered 
the proper officers of the court to bring it on : " I 
44  cannot," answered the other, " unless I have 
" Plautianus's order." 	The empress Julia, loose 
enough indeed in her morals, but endowed with 
great sense and spirit, bore impatiently the pride 
of this audacious minister. 	Plautianus, instead of 
keeping measures with her, declared open war 
against her. 	lie did all he could to make the cm- 
peror dislike her : he caused informations to be 
lodged against her : several ladies of great dis-
tinction, who were her friends, were put to the 
rack ; and she had no way left to enjoy a little 
quiet, but by applying herself to the study Of phi-
losophy, passing her time in the company of men 
of learning, without meddling with any sort of 
businez,s. 	. 

There was however a short time during which 
Scvcrus was less fond of his minister, or rather, 
during which Plautianus fell into actual disgrace. 
The emperor, opening his eves for a few moments, 
was offended at the multitude of statues erected to 
the prwtorian prefect, and ordered some of them 
to be taken down and melted. 	Plautianus was 
even declared a .public enemy, if we believe Spar- 
tian. 	At this signal, an 	universal 	hatred, until 
then curbed in by lear,broke out against Itim. The 
Roman magistrates in 	the provinces, the cities, 
and people, every where pulled down his statues. 
They soon had cause to repent it. 	Plautiantis re-
turned into favour, regained his ascendant oc ter the 

emperor, 
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emperor, and made all who had sbewn themselves 
his enemies feel his vengeance. 	Dion Cassius 
mentions in particular Racitis Constans, proprw-
tor of Sardinia, a man of merit, who was prosecut-
ed fbr having thrown down the statues of Plautia- 
nus in his province. 	The accuser had the impu- 
dence to say in the course of his pleading, that 
they would sooner see the heavens fidl, than Se-
verus do the least hurt to Plautianus : and the em-
peror, who was present, confirmed and repeated 
this fine speech. 	'let a year did not pass befbre 
this so positive declaration was most efThctually 
set aside. 	But at the time Or making it Severus 
thought what he said ; and after his reconciliation 
to his minister, he heaped upon him greater fa-
vours than ever. 

m,. r. He Lppointed him consul, and, which was with- 
;XL VI. 
...al. out example, gave him leave to reckon the con-

sular ornaments which had been decreed him for- 
merlv fbr a first consulship : so that though now 
consul in reality only fbr the first time, Plautianus 
!Ailed himself' consul fbr the second time. 	With 
this supreme office Severus permitted him to keep 
the sword of prxtorian pretixt, which ought not 
properly to be worn by any but a Roman knight. 
lie seemed almost to desire that he should be his 
successor, and in one of his letters he said ; " I 
" love Plautianus so much, that I wish I may die 
" before him." As a proof of these sentiments, he 
married his eldest son Caracalla, who had now 
been Augustus some years, to the (laughter of this 
14vourite. 	But this high honour, Ultich brought 
the empire into the family of Plautianus, proved 
the cause of its ruin. 

The i ich 2s which Mantilla received on this occa-
sion limn her Either, in jew els, ornaments, and c- 
(:Iiip;r:,,, s ould hal c been sufficient, says our hi- 
:Am ian, for the dower of flay empresses. 	The glit- 
tering spew vas e:,Tw,cd to the \view of the whole 
city, and carried a-cro,,s the forum to the palace. 
l'he nuptials we re c(.1L }irate,' wiiIi the utmost mag-

nificence 
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nificence. The emperor gave an entertilinment to 
the whole senate ; and not only his tab'.: was s...rv- 
ed it) the most splendid 	manner, but li ndrcs3rd 
victuals, and living animals w ere ,;iven to eaca of 
the guests to carry home to their own homes. 

These pompous festivals and grt at rejiiici!nvs 
were soon chan:::ed into mourning for Plautiantis 
and his daughter. 	Carartalla hated the prtutorian 
prefect, as murk as his Either loved Liu. 	Be could 
• not bear the tyrannical power of that minister ; 
his haughty airs and the pomp of his equipages,. 
finer than those of the emperor ; the badges of 
incompatible dignities, of senator and of prtuto-
rian prefect, united in him ; and lastly, the arro-
gance with which Plautianus marched in Rome, 
preceded by numbers of slaves who stopped all 
passengers and carriages that might obstruct his 
way, and ordered every one not to look the mi-
nister in the face, but to keep their eves fixed 
upon the ground whilst he passed by. 	We may 
easily conceive how much these insolent airs must 
incense a young prince, hot and impetuous, like 
Caracalla. 	From detesting the Caller, he soon 
proceeded to hate the daughter, whom he had 
married against his inclination. 	Far from treat- 
ing her as his wife, he neither admitted her to his 
table nor to his bed ; but always expressed the ut-
most contempt and aversion for her, and publicly 
declared, that if he should ever reign, the first use 
he would make of his power should be to order 
the death of the filthier and the daughter. 

Plautianus was sensible of the danger : but how 
far that fear might carry him, and whether, in con-
sequence thereof; he thrilled any design against the 
life of the emperor and of his sons, does not seem 
to me possible to determine. 	Herodian, W ho ac-
c(rses him of it, fills his account wit]) circumstances 
altofrether improbable, and adopts Lir truth an im- 
posture invented byCaricalla. 	Di m Cassius does 

explain himsellelearly, but gives us -ffilic!entl.!, 
to 
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to'understand that Plautianus conceived hopes and 
desires contrary to his duty, without saying ex- 
pressly what they were. 	All we know by him is, 
that Plautianus had always in the palace spies, who 
gave him an account of every word and action of 
the emperor, and that whatever he said or did 
himself remained a profbund secret : a conduct 
undoubtedly suspicious in a minister, though 	it 
be not an absolute proof of actual guilt. 	Let us 
then remain uncertain as to this point, and con-
tent ourselves with what Dion says. 

	

Plautianus, at 	the height of fbrtune, always 
trembled and looked pale ; which our historian 
ascribes, 	partly 	to 	his 	excessive 	debaucheries 
-which ruined his health, and partly to the fears and 
desires which agitated his mind. 	His uneasiness 
was so visible, that tl►e mob, taking particular no-
tice of it, cried out to him one day in the circus, 
" What do you tremble at ? Why do you look 
" pale ? You are richer than all 	three put toge- 
" ther :" meaning Severus and his two sons. 	But 
though Plautianus could not conceal time anxiety 
that tormented him, he was not the less arrogant 
and haughty. 	To the menaces of Caracalla he 
opposed pride, treating that young prince with 
great rigour, setting spies to watch and bring him 
an account of all he did, and wearying him out 
with perpetual reprimands. 	At the same time he 
took no care to put a stop to the just causes of corn-
plaint which the scandalous conduct of Plautilla 
gave him. 	Blinded by his confidence in Severus's 
friendship, he thought he might dare to do any 
thing with impunity : and it is true that Caracalla. 
would never have been able to pull him down, 
had not the charm NN Ilich beWitched his father to 
that minister been broken at last. 

No one dared to open his mouth against Plan-
tianus. The approach of death first gave that cou-
rage to the emperor's brother Septimitts Geta, who, 
in his last moments, when he no longer feared the 

pra2torian 

   
  



tOOK XXII.] 	SENT R US. 	 t” 

piwtorian prefect, whom he hated, entirely un- 
masked him in an interview with Severus. 	Dion 
Cassius does not give us the particulars of their 
conversation : but Severus was so struck with it, 
.that f'rom that very moment he had no longer the 
same regard fbr Plautianus, and.greatly diminish- 
ed his power. 	Nothing could be more favourable 
to the designs of Caracalla, who immediately seiz-
ed the opportunity to satisfy his revenge. 

In coneet t with Evodius, a f'reed-man, who had 
been his preceptor, he engaged three centurions, 
one of whom was called Saturninus, to go and de-
clare to Severus, that Plautianus had charged them 
and seven more of their comrades to kill theem-
peror and his eldest son that moment, and that he 
had given them the ord 0r in writing. 	This infor-
mation was given just as the princes were coming 
from a play that had been acted in the palace, and. 
were sitting down to supper : all circumstances 
which shewed the absurdity of the accusation. 
For, as Dion Cassius justly observes, if Plautianus 
had intended to commit such a deed, he would 
not have chosen either Rome or the palace for 
the scene of action ; nor for the time, that in 
which the emperor was surrounded by his whole 
court ; nor for the actors, ten centurions at once. 
But above all, who ever heard of giving a written 
order in such a case as this ? Yet Severus did not 
reject the information : and what made him the 
more ready to give credit to it, was a superstitious 
regard to a dream he had the night before, in 
which he thought he saw Albinus alive, and go-
ing to stab him. 

Flautianus was immediately sent for, and, not 
suspecting any thing, came with such haste that his 
mules stumbled and fell down in the court of the 
palace : a circumstance which Dion Cassius takes 
notice of as an omen of his impending flute. 	Plit-
tianus was surprised to see his intendants stop• 
iced at the entrance of the palace, and himself onl v 
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suffered to go in. 	lie then began to mistrust that 
, 	all was not right : but it was too late to go back, 

and he appeared before the emperor and his sou. 
Severus, with gm eat mildness, said to him : " How 
" have you been, able to forget my kindnesses• 
" towards you, so far as to want to take away our 
" lives ?" Plautianus, surprised at these words, 
began to justify himself, and Severus listened to 
him. 	But Caracalla, flying into a fury very un- 
becoming his rank, fell upon the pnutorian pre-
fect, snatched away his sword, struck him with his 
fist, and was going to kill him 	with his own hand, 
if his fat her had not prevented it. 	The young 
prince thereupon ordered a soldier who was near 
him to kill Plautianus : which was accordingly 
(lone in the presence of Severn's, who certainly 
acted a very odd part on this occasion. 	It may 
perhaps not be easy to say which was most sur-
prising, the audacious boldness of the son, or the 
strange inactivity of the father. 

Such was the tragical end of Plautianus, who, 
as he resembled Sejanus in his enormous power, 
probably imitated him likewise in his rash and am-
bitious views, and like him dug the pit in which 
he perished. 	His body was thrown out of the 
palace windows into the street : but Severus or-
dered it to be taken up and decently interred. 

Ile still retained a degree of fondness fbr this un-
happy minister even after his death. In the senate, 
he did not inveigh against his memory ; but be-
wailed the unhappy lot of manki nd, w ho are  gid-
died by too much prosperity ; and blamed himself 
lir having raised his litvonrite too high. However, 
that time senators might knox what had occasioned 
this great event, he ordered in the inIbriners, who 
repeated what they had told him concerning Plau- 
tianus's criminal designs. 	The senate did dot fail 
to suppose that their account was exactly true. Re-
-14 arils were decreed toSaturninws and Evodius, and 
,1 motion was made to insert in the decree a pane- 
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gyric of this last. 	But Severus opposed it, saying, 
that it did not become the dignity of the most au-
gust assembly in the world, to condescend to take 
SO much notice of a freed-man. Some former em-
perors were not so attentive to what was or was not 

.becoming in this respect : witness the abject flat-
tery which the senate lavished upon Pallas. 

The ruin of Plautianus was necessarily tbllowed 
by that of his fluidly. 	History does not mention 
his wife: but his son Plautus and his daughter 
Mantilla were banished to the island of Lipari, 
where they languished in misery and perpetual 
alarms, until Caracalla, become emperor, ordered 
them to he killed. 

Plautianus's friends also shared his disgrace. Se-
veral of them were in danger, and some perished. 
Dion Cassius names two of them. 	Ca.eilius Agri-
cola, a determined flatterer, and one of the most 
vicious and worst of men, being condemned, shut 
himself up in his house, made himself drunk with 
the richest wine he had, then furiously broke the 
vessel he had drank out of; which cost him two 
hundred thousand sestcrees*,and ordered hisveins•m.”r 
to be opened. 	Cayanus had better luck. 	Ile was 4. non. 
quit for a banishment of seven years, at the end 
of which returning into favour, lie was the first 
Egyptian that was made a senator ; and by a se-
cond not less remarkable indulgence, he obtained 
the consulship without having gone through any 
oldie inferior offices. 

It seems probable enough that Plantianus was ritfr.. 
killed towards the beginning of the year of Chris, 	.4. 

?
A...,  

205, perhaps on the tvi enty-second of.lanuary, at A"..n.. 91,0, 
which time Caracalla was pretty iar advanced iu 
his seventeenth year, and had beers -Augustus be- 

	

years. 	This young prince, tween six and seven 	
scan o: such couse- by ordcrin:.; the death of 	a 	a 	i 

q.ueliee limier the very eyes of his Culler, daring-
ly assumed an authority A1111(11 Severlis Wag never 
able to check, and which lutist have made him 

regent 
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repent his having been in such a hurry to raise his 
son to dignity and power. 

Implacable 	Another thing which gave him great uneasiness 
hatred be- was the perpetual discord that divided his family, twee!' the 
two bro. 	and the violent hatred which his two sons bore 
tilers• 	each other. 	Their age was not very different, the Dio. 1. 
1,XXvl. eldest being but a year and some months older 
Her
if.od. I. 	than his brother. 	They had the same taste, or 

rather the same madness, fbr pleasure: and though 
their father had taken care to give them a good 
education, yet, when they came to that time of 
life when the passions begin to act, the luxuries 
of Rome, the seducing sweets of fortune, and the 
interested counsels of flatterers, stifled in them all 
the principles of virtue which their preceptors 
had endeavoured to instill nto them. 	Shews, cha- 
riot races, dances, had, in their eyes, charms to 
which they give themselves up without any re- 
gard to what was due to their rarik. 	However, 
I'lautianus, whilst he lived, kept them 	within 
some bounds by the authority he had assumed 
over them. 	Delivered from all constraint by his 
death, there was not any one excess of vice but 
the two young princes plunged headlong into it. 
Neither the honour of women, nor the law of na- 
ture was respected by them. 	Their usual compa- 
nions were men of the most infamous characters, 
gladiatorS, and chariot-drivers. 	To supply their 
mad expellees, they had recourse to extortion and 
rapines : 	and the feeble efforts which Severus 
made to put a stop to this corruption, were en-
tirely fruitless. 

The greatest misfortune of all was the implacable 
hatred between the two brothers. We are not told 
when it. began: but it seems to have been of al most 
«ial date with their lives. 	Even in the childish 
plays of their infancy, their jealous rival,hip broke 
out upon every occasion. 	Whether they set quails 
or cr,cks to fighting, or made young wrestlers 
i.'ngago, 	the 	d(2-:ife 	of cowittest fired them with 

anger. 
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anger. 	In the circus, they patronized contrary 
factions ; and in a race which they had together, 
driving their own chariots drawn by little horses, 
they contended with such warmth, that Caracalla, 
thinking of nothing but how he might outstrip his 
brother, and forgetting his own safety, fell from 
his seat, and broke his leg. 	This irreconcileable 
antipathy increased with their years, and extend- 
ed to all their actions. 	What pleased the one, 
displeased the other. 	Whoever had one of them 
for his friend, was sure to find a bitter enemy in 
the other. 	Tale-bearing sycophants and flatter- 
ers envenomed the wound on both sides, and en-
tering into the passion of him they served, studied 
how they might exasperate the other. 

Blameable as both the young princes were, a dif-sro-t• ca- 
ference was however observed in favour of Geta. reirc' c1;. 6:4,2' 
He was milder and more tractable. 	Caracalla, on& 5. 
the contrary, more haughty, and even savage, 
gave room to fear his running into greater ex- 
tremes. 	It has been said, that in their early in-
fancy they slimed quite different inclinations ; 
good nature distinguishing the eldest, and the 
other seeming rougher and less tender-hearted. 
But this I can hardly believe upon the bare au- 
thority of Spartian. 	The love of contrasts may 
easily have misled the authors of this remark. 

Severus was sensible of the danger of this divi-mwd. 
sion between his children ; but as weak a father as 
he was a stern and terrible prince, he contented 
himself' with only reproving them fin. it. 	lie quot-
ed to them many examples, both from history and 
table, of the Etta! effects of discord among bro-
thers ; and said to them : " My coders, you see, 
44 arc hill : and theretbre you will have wherewith 
46  to attach the soldiery to you. 	1 have increased 
" the strength of the prretorian guards to four 
44  times what I lim  nd it, and you have at the gates 
" of the city an army that secures your safety. 
.6 You have nothing to fear from without. 	But if 

" a 
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" a war should happen within, all my precautions 
" will be useless, and you will draw down upon 
" yourselves inevitable ruin." 	All these speeches 
made no impression upon the young princes. 	Se- 
verus went even so fhr as to punish the flatterers 
who corrupted their minds by their wicked coun- 
sels. 	But the remedy came too late. 	lie should, 
by a steady conduct, from the very first have ac-
customed his children to respect in him the autho-
rity of a father : whereas the premature honours 
by which he had equalled them to himself in point 
of rank, gave them an audaciousness it was no 

Ceta de- 
clared Au-
ev,tur. 
rilinn-s'n,  •ri. 3. 

longer in his power to check. 	I say he had made 
them both his equals. 	For Geta was declared Au- 
gustus, as well as his brother, and invested with the 

Pio. ‘i He- tribunitian power, in the year of Christ 208. 
..,,i. Under these eh cumstances Severus was glad to 

bear that some disturbances had broken out in Bri- 
tain, which required his presence. 	He resolved 
to go thither, and to carry with him his sons, in 
order to remove them from the pleasures of Rome, 
and to accustom them to military exercises, in-
hopes that occupation might help to get the bet-
ter of the fatal animosity which was nourished by 
idleness. 	But before 1 give an account of this 
expedition of Severus, in which he ended his life, 
it will be right to mention such facts as have not 
yet been noticed, and which happened between 
the year 203, when he returned to Rome, and the 
year 208, when he set out for Britain. 

Is. Mar Severus celebrated the secular games in the 
Kane' year €.20.1. of Christ, 955 of Rome, fifty-seven years 
_ma. r. ii. after those of Titus Antoninus. 
Two prw. 
torian Pre- 

He appointed two successors t o Plautianus, and, 
according to the custom which had generally oh- 

acad. tairnd, divided the office of prefect of the prasto-
rium bet ween two colleagues, having experienced 
the danger of trusting so great a power to one man. 

New crt (.1- 
lien of Se- 
'um. 

The illustrious blood which he continued to shed 
after the death of Plautianus,sliews the injustice cf 

imputing 
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imputing to the counsels of this minister,  the 

129 

cruelties Severus had committed before. 	Ther• 5ev. 
truth is, that he was cruel by nature. 	Mere jokes, 
a silence of disapprobation, or a flourish of rhe-
toric intended only to shew the genius of the ora-
tor, often seemed to him crimes that deserved 
death. 	He made the senate in particular groan 
beneath a cruel tyranny : and he sacrificed to un-
necessary precautions for his safety, all that were 
so unfortunate as to give him the slightest um-
brage. 

Quintillus Plautianus, a senator respectable for 
his nobility, and venerable for his age, lived re-
tired in the country, without ambition or med-
dling with public aflairs : but even this could not 
screen him from the unjust suspicions of Severus. 

Di°' 

He was accused, without doubt of having  aspired 
to the empire; and condemned to die. 	He seems 
to have received his sentence with great compo-
sure of mind : for, ordering the linens and other 
things which he had prepared long before for his 
burial to be brought him and finding them grown 
rotten through age, " All ! said he, we have tar. 
" tied a great while indeed." 	However, he way` 
very sensible of the injustice he suffered : and his 
fate, pretty much like that of Servianus under A- 
drian, suggested to him a similar wish. 	He pray- 
ed to the gods, that Severus might wish for death, 
and not be able to find it. 	His request, says our 
historian, was granted. 

The catastrophe of Apronianus and of Thebio,c 
Marcellinus was still 	more extraordinary, and 
would seem almost incredible, if the filet was not 
attested by Dion Cassius, who was himself an 
eye-witness of what he relates. 	Apronianus, then 
proconsul of Asia, was charged with high-treason, 
because his nurse had formerly dreamed that the 
child she suckled would be emperor : to which 
was added, that, in consequence of this dream, he 
bad consulted fortune-tellers and offered magical 

VOL. VIII. 	K 	sacrifices. 

   
  



130 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

sacrifices. 	He was condemned, though absent, 
and without beiiig heard. 	But that was not all. 

When the informations were laid before the se-
nate, it was found by them, that a witness who 
had been interrogated concerning this criminal 
dream, being asked who had related it, and who. 
had heard it told, answered, that a bald-headed 
senator was present. 	Nothing can be more ex- 
pressive of the excess to which tyranny was then 
carried, than the consternation into which the 
reading of this deposition threw the whole senate. 
As the name of the senator was not mentioned, 
we all trembled, says Dion Cassius, as well those 
among us who were bald, as those who had not 
much hair, and even those who had. 	I confess, 
adds he, that I could not help putting my hand 
up to my head, to feel whether I had still got my 
hair, and I observed that several others did the 
same. A circumstance which was read afterwards, 
reduced the danger to a smaller number of per- 
sons. 	It was said, that the bald senator wore at 
that time the robe precala. 	The eyes of all were 
then fixed upon I?wbius Alareellinus, who was very 
bald, and who had borne the office of curule edile 
at the time mentioned by the evidence. 	Marcel- 
linus rose up, and said : " If the witness saw me, 
" doubtless he will know me again." 	The witness 
was then brought in, and remained a long while 
looking about him and viewing all the senators, 
without fixing upon any one. 	At last one of the 
company wickedly pointed out to him Alarcelli-
nus, and the witness thereupon said he remem- 
hex ed him to be the man. 	Immediately, without 
any farther examination, 	or formality, 	IsIarcelli- 
nus was sri::cd, and dragged to the place of exe- 
cution. 	11e met by the Nony four children which 
he had, and, embracing them, pitied their hard 
fate, that they. were :born to see such unhappy 
times. 	IIc was afterwards executed, his head be- 
ing cut oil; even before Severus was infbrmed of 
hi; condemnation. 

The 
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The senator who was the cause of the death ofPunisb.. 

Marcellinus, did not remain 	unpunished. 	Hisr:at.„iu1 ., 
mmie was Pollenius Sebennus. 	He had a 111A-so...gm,  
cious temper, and a wicked tongue ; was zealous 
to serve his friends, but still more eager to revenge 
himself on those he hated. 	Not even the empe- 
ror escaped his satire. 	When Severus was de- 
clared the son of Marcus Aurelius, Sebennus said 
to bun, " Cesar, I congratulate you upon your 
" having fbund your father :" thereby reproach- 
ing him with the obscurity of his birth. 	Yet that 
was not what ruined him : but having committed 
many acts of violence and injustice in the govern-
ment of Noricum, with which he had been charg-
ed, he was accused before the senate by the peo- 
ple he had oppressed. 	As mean and grovelling 
then as he had been insolent and audacious be-
fore, he prostrated himself upon the ground, and, 
with tears, begged for mercy. 	Even this would 
not have saved him, had not an uncle of his, a 
man of great weight, interceded 'Or him. his life 
was spared ; but he was loaded with infamy. 

Dion Cassius, whom 110110W here step by step,rom re:  
has thought proper to give us a long detail of the(At %11,...1,1:r 
adventures of one liulla Felix, a famous robber,nir l "

x pun.. 
b 

who, at the 	head of six hundred banditti, over- (bè1,`  
ran all Italy fbr two years, under the very eyes of 
the emperors, and in spite of all the troops they 
had about them. 	He had correspondents who 
intbrined him exactly of all that went out of Rome, 
or arrived at Drundir.itim : he knew who they 
were, how many of them travelled together, and 
what they carried with them. 	He then lay in 
wait for them at proper places upon the road, and, 
if they were rich people, cased them of part of 
their money and baggage, and let. them continue 
their journey : if thesr were a rtizans whose labour 
lie wanted, he  kept them lor a time, set them to .2 	 work, 
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work, paid them \veil for what they bad done, and 
then sent them away. 

He was exceedingly dexterous and cunning. 
Two of his comrades having been taken, and 
condemned to be exposed to wild beasts, he went 
to the jailor in whose custody they were, and pre-
tending to be the chief magistrate of a neighbour-
ing city, said be was going to give a public skew, 
and wanted tWO efittlillahi to fight oginnst the wild 
beasts. 	his stratagem succeeded, and the two 
robbers were delivered to him. 

Being informed that a centurion was sent with 
a party of soldiers to take him, he went to the 
centurion, disguised, and with a borrowed name, 
and, after exclaiming greatly against Bulb, said 
he would undertake to apprehend him, if the of- 
ficer would go with him. 	The centurion, believ- 
ing him, snared himself to be led into a hollow 
way, where he was surrounded in a moment by a 
multitude of armed men. 	Bulla then ascended a 
Lind of tribunal, and, as if he had been lawfully 
invested with the authority of a magistrate, caused 
the centurion to be brought before him, ordered 
his head to be shaved, and then dismissed him, 
saying : " Tell those who sent you upon this er-
" rand, that if they would lessen my troop, they 
" must use their slaves better than they do." 	In 
effect, most of' his gang were slaves, who had fled 
to him to avoid the ill treatment of their masters. 

At length, however, he met the fate which such 
wretches seldom escape. Severus, vexed to think 
that a highway robber should bid defiance to him 
before whom whole nations trembled, sent a tri-
bune of the pra?torian cohorts with a body ofhorse, 
threatening him with his indignation if lie did not 
bring Bulla to him alive. Debauchery delivered to 
him the person he wanted. 	The captain of rob- 
bers kept a mistress, a married woman, whom the 
tril.u,ne prevailed upon, by a promise of pardon, 

to 
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to procure him the means or seizing his prey. 
Bulla was taken sleeping in a cave, and carried to 
Rome. 	Papinianus, then prxtorian prefect, ask-
ed him, " Why he had taken to the infamous life 
" of a robber ?" And why, replied the audacious 
criminal, 44  Do you follow that of pra,torian pre- 
" feet." 	Ile was exposed to the wild beasts, and 
ins gang, of which he was the soul, was dispersed 
by his: death. 

In what we have  hitherto said of Severna, the Lifirhiblo* 
titmlit io a ul 

bad greatly outwcigh5 the good. 	Activity ib - - r Sacrum, 
war seems to have been almost his only coup 
mendable part, 	Deceit, covetousness, and cruel- 
ty, fill up the rest of the picttut. 	It iti however 
true, that, though he had no amiable, he had se- 
veral estimable qualities. 	 nie.it He- 

lie was a perfect judge of men, and chose with rod. 4• 
uncommon care those he intended to employ.r0:9,,a.v. 
Papinianus, whom he made pra-torian prefect, is vicr.Epii. 
a proof of ;his. 	Money never was the means of 
obtaining honours from Seven's. 	He governed 
his household with firmness and resolution, and did 
not suffer his freed-men to usurp the least undue 
authority. 	He administered justice regularly,a1L'ic= 
and with equity and judgment : for he was tole-Juaici., 
rably well versed in literature, philosophy, and 
the law. 	He gave the counsellors sufficient time 
to set final all their arguments in favour of their 
clients ; and the senators, who sat as judges with 
him, were at full liberty to vote according to the 
dictates of their conscience. 

When the leisure of peace permitted it, his day it:11.!ivii`olnis.  
was laid out as follows. 	lie rose very early in .4 	hi' tins* 

the morning, and, after spending some time in his 
closet, admitted his ministers, to whom he gave 
audience, and settled with them the atiltirs of the 
state, whilst he walked up and down his room. Be 
then judged the law-suits of private persons, until 
noon, unless it happened to be some great fist ival. 
At noon, he rode out, if not hindered by the gout, 
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and after that exercise he bathed, and then dined, 
pretty plentifully,either alone, or with his children. 
After dinner, he took a short nap ; then dispatched 
what business could not be finished in the morning; 
and afterwards devoted thr rest of the day to con-
versation with learned men. Towards the evening, 
be bathed again, and then supped with Oche that 
were about him: for he did not like great entertain-
ments, or much company ; and it was only upon 
certain days,fixed by indispensable custom, that he 
invited the chief persons of the senate to his table. 

His lore' 	Severus, thus plain and simple in his way of of simpli- 
city. 	life, but-  at the same time fully 	occupied, as we 

sec, was a stranger to all pomp and ostentation. 
His robe was scarcely distinguished by a narrow 
border of purple, and his mantle was frequently 

Tug mug. rather military than imperial. 	But he prided him- 
31ifice.nee 	self upon being magnificent in what related to the 
in what 
",„.,„ied public. 	Ile built, or repaired, a great number of 
the public. edifices, the most famous of which are the Septi-&cm,. r. 
p,,,,,,, 	zoniume, and the baths called by his name, which 
A 'WI. v alie built from their foundations ; and the Pan-

theon, which he repaired from a very ruinous 
state, as an inscription upon it testifies to this day. 
His magnificence was however regulated by a wise 
economy, and his savings proved very considera-
ble at the time of his death. 

He was a prince of great foresight. 	When he 
died, Rome was provided with corn for seven years 
to come, after the rate of seventy-five thousand 
bushels a day : and the public magazines of oil 
were abundantly fUrnished for five years, not only 
for Borne, but for all Italy. 	The ancients used 
great quantities of oil, particularly on account of 
their frymnastic exercises:. 	AI.del illemont, on the 
authority of the book ascribed 	to Galen, upon 
The riaca, mentions another kind of stores, worthy 
the attention ola great prince. Severus had provid-
ed great plenty of 'I hcr:aca, and ofothcr expensive 
remedies, to be distributed to such as want«1 them. 

I likewise 
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• I likewise place among his laudable actions, the Ilk kind-
care he took to secure the tranquillityof the coun..`'‘'" his 
try of Tripoli in Africa, in which he was born. country. 
He removed from it, by force of arms, the savage 
and intractable people who disturbed its peace : 
and, if the textof Spartian be not corrupted, be gave 
the Tripolitans reason, by repeated liberalities, to 
congratulate themselves upon their having for 
emperor one of their countrymen. 

His attention extended also to the laws, and tom desire  
the morals of his subjects. 	A writer of those i'', r‘nfi:',71 
times extols the equity of the ordinances by which orbk tub-
he perfected the Roman jurisprudence ; and se-i-et'• 
veral of his taws arc still extant in the Code. 	He .diarl. Vi

' I.  
increased the punishment of adulterers : and the 
zeal of the prince having awaked that of the peo-
ple, accusations for that crime became so nume-
rous, that Dion Cassius says he himself reckoned 
np three thousand of them upon the list of causes. 
We may judge by this, how general the vice was. 
It was past the power of the emperor to stop it : 
and most of these atihirs having been neglected 
by those they concerned, Severus himself grew 
cool, and gave up the undertaking. 

He was indeed little fit to exercise that censure, 
since he set others an example of indifference in 
a point of such importance to morality, by suffer-
ing quietly the shamefhl lewdness of his own wife 
Julia, who drew upon herself a severe reproach 
from a British lady, whom she pretended to rally 
for the indelicacy of the women of hrr country. 
" Yon Romans," Fdid the la(ly to her, ‘, have no 
" reason to ta proach us non 11/A sr ore. 	We re- 
" ceive the company of men estinahle for their 
" courage, that we may have children like them ; 
" and we arc not ashannal of it : but von, furtive- 
" ly, sutler yourselves to he corrupted 	by the 
q meanest and most despicable of men." 
• &vents's 
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His care 	Severus's conduct with respect to the discipline 
,,,toimlitaain

rytain of the army was not always of a-piece, and con- 
discipline. sequently not consistent. 	Onsone hand, he wished 
nut always to have the ancient severity preserved among the equal. 

troops, and that they should abstain from plea-
sures, licentiousness, and whatever might tend to 

spar!. NiPcorrupt and enervate them. 	We have a letter of 
his, in which he finds great fault with Rogonius 
Celsus, who commanded in Gaul, for suffering his 
soldiers to enervate themselves with wine and de- 

th"d. 	bauchery. 	But on the other hand, he flattered 
the soldiery, loaded them with distinctions, gifts, 
and privileges, awl thereby nourished in them all 

Die. 	the vices he wanted to destroy. 	He had in this 
respect, and delivered to his sons upon his death-
bed, a maxim, which M. de Tillemont justly 
thinks more worthy of a tyrant, than of a good 
prince. " Enrich the soldiery," said he to them, 
" and value not the other orders of the 'state." 
Caracalla remembered this lesson but too well. 

Sererus 	I now resume the thread ofmy history, and come 
LIPtli nut for t0 Severus's expedition into Britain. 'Two motives Britain. 
/AP. I He. carried him thither : love of glory, which never 
,rcii. 	ceased to animate him, and a desire to bring his 

children to a better way of thinking. 	The ho- 
nour which he acquired was not great, nor did 
his sons grow at all better : the eldest especially, 
was guilty of greater excesses than ever. 

Remarks 	'1 	only people Severus had to encounter in up.,,, the 
Cal( do- 	this expedition, were the Mtuatte and the Caledo- 
niiiis,rid 	nians, who inhabited the most barbarous part of Mreatie. Britain, beyond the walls of Adrian and of An- 

toninus. 	The Mirata,, of whom no mention is 
made in the wars of Agricola, were the most 
southern of the two. The Caledonians occupied the 
north. 	The country which these two nations pos- 
sessed, answers pretty exactly to the present Scot- 

. 	Jand,and is intersected by mountains and lakes, bar- 
ren high-lands, and plains overflowed with water. 

Nothing 
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Nothing could be more savage than the man- 
ners of these ancient people. 	They had neither 
towns, nor castles, nor had they any knowledge of 
agriculture. 	Tents served them for houses, and 
their cattle, hunting, and some few fruits that 
the country produced naturally, were their sub- 
sistence. 	Fish, which they had great plenty of, 
they either neglected, or abstained from out of 
superstition. 	What Dion Cassius says of their 
preparing a certain food, of which the bigness of 
a bean served them for meat and drink for a long 
time, may certainly be looked upon as very thin'. 
bons. 

Their dress equalled, or even surpassed, the sim-
plicity of their food. Notwithstanding the rigour 
of the climate, they went almost naked. An iron 
collar about their necks, and a hoop or belt of the 
same metal round their waists, were their chief 
ornaments. 	Iron was, in their eyes, as fine a 
thing, as gold seems now to the civilised nations 
of the world. 	They likewise imprinted upon 
their bodies the figures of various animals ; and it 
was partly not to hide those embellishments, that 
they wore no cloaths. 	Another reason too was, 
that, by being naked, they were the more nimble, 
and ready at all times to plunge into, or swim 
over, their rivers and lakes. 	Dion tells us, that 
they sometimes spent several (lays together in 
them, with only their head above water : which 
is scarcely credible. 	But it is easy to conceive, 
that the bard life which they led in an excessive-
ly severe climate, strengthened their bodies and 
their minds against cold, hunger, and all the in-
conveniencics Of life ; and that if necessity com-
pelled them to remain hid in their forests, they 
easily contented themselves with the roots and 
herbs they found there for their thod. 

I have spoken chewhere of the manner of fight- ill,'""- 11i l-
ing of the Britons, which was the same throtighoutB:',.4Z.  
all the island; of their chariots of war, and the use 

they 
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they made of them; of the courage and agility 
which rendered them equally fit either for fight- 
ing a pitch battle, or for skirmishing. 	Dion 
Cassius observes, that the horses of the Caledoni-
ans and Mzeatm, were small, but very swift. They 
used neither cuirasses nor helmets, which they 
looked upon as incumbrances rather than advan- 
tages. 	A small buckler, a lance with au iron head 
with which they struck their targets when they 
were going to fight, and a sword, was:their only 
arms. 

As to their government, we may easily judge 
that nothing but a democratic liberty could suit 
so savage a people. 

Tlc'Y l"- vade th:. 
territories 

When Severus marched against them, it was 
not the first time he had been provoked by their 

mans. 
Dia. [. 
orthe no-attacks. Whilst he was making war against the 

Parthians*, the Caledonians and the 111zeate had 
""xr• taken advantage of the absence of the emperor 

and of the chief forces of the empire, and redu-
ced Lupus, the Roman governor of Britain, to 
buy peace of them with large sums of money. 

Seserus 
drives 
them 
back he- 

Such a peace could not but tempt them to re- 
new the war. 	A few years after, faithful to their 
prevailing passion, the love of plunder, they he- 

guY")'/,̀1,',.hner  gan to make fresh incursions upon the territories 
Clotn and of the Romans; and Severus, being informed of 
Bud atria. 
Diu. 1. 

• it by his lieutenant, though worn out with years 
',XXVI. and infirmities, marched against them with all the 
4c Herod. ardour of a young man, to erect in the North, 

trophies which might answer those he had ac- 
quired in the East. 	It is vrobable that he arriv- 
ed in Britain in the year of Christ 208, but that 
he did not enter into action till the year after.— 
He employed the winter in making preparations, 
in raising troops and money, and in providing all 
sorts 	of stores, 	and 	particularly pontoons, 	of 
which he foresaw he would stand in great need 
in a country full of fens and marshes. The 

• The Greek text says intgoix?  =-,Aiwy. 	It is easy, by alterine- 
city one letter, to change nzgir:t? into riceeixo!. 
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The barbarians, terrified at the arrival of the 
emperor in their island, sent to beg pardon of 
him tbr what was past, and desired peace. 	But 
Severus, elated with ideas of new conquests, re- 

. fused to receive their submissions ; and leaving 
his second son Geta in the Roman province, to 
Command there in his absence, and take care of 
whatever he might want in his expedition, he ad-
vanced into the ebemy's country at the head of 
his legions, taking with him his eldest son Cara- 
racalla. 	He himself was carried in a litter, being 
too ill of the gout to be able to sit on horseback. 

He met with great difficulties, and was obliged 
in order to march his troops, to cut down forests, 
level mountains, throw bridges over rivers, and 
make roads over fens and marshes. 	By these 
means, with infinite fatigue, he penetrated into 
the 	north 	of the 	island, without meeting any 
considerable body of the enemies. 	They had di- 
vided into small part i -s, which fell sometimes upon 
the skirts of the 	Romans, and sometimes drew 
them into snares and ambuscades, by offering them 
a seemingly easy booty, of cattle or other things. 
Nogeneral act ,,n I api ,ened,but a great many skir-
mishes, in which the Roiaans were often worsted. 

All that Severus got by this laborious expedi-
tion, was the extending- of his dominion to the 
neck of land that separates the gillph, of Glota 
and Bodotria : a poor compensation for the loss 
of fifty thousand Romans, who perished, either 
in the skirmishes, or by sickness, chiefly owing 
to the bad quality of the 	waters they were ob- 
liged to drink. 	1 he ha simrians ceded to him by 
a treaty the space eontanied bet ween Antoninus's 
wall and 	the 	above-mentiontal gulphs, beyond 
which they railed. 	To confine them there, Se- 	Zr.r13.2 
vents built a wall, some remains of which arc still spars. .s.,..,. 
to he seen, between the triths of ( lyde and Forth: ;,81.1  
beyond which the Roman empire never did e\-(i, i4r:4,,t. 

tend IL 14. 
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tend in Britain. 	The conquest of this scrap of 
land procured Severus the title of Britannicus 
Maximus, and each of his sons that of BritanmCzts. 

Caracalla; This was not enough to comfort the conqueror 
wicked  de-for the cruel vexations his son Caracalla gave him. mg"" wonst his Being obliged by his infirmities, which increased 
at her. 
ma. & 
Haud. 

daily, to leave the care of the armies partly to the 
young prince, even before the war was ended, he 
learned that Caracalla, instead of minding the du-
ties of a general, studied only how to ingratiate 
himself with the officers and soldiers, in order to 
induce them to acknowledge him for sole empe-
ror, in prejudice to his brother, whom he looked 
upon as an odious rival. 	He even ventured indi: 
rectly to attack his father : and the soldiers ani-
mated by his secret instigations, complained that 
their victory was retarded by an old and gouty 
chief. 

sp,d. sr, Severus, upon this, did an action of vigour and 
18' 44' resolution. 	Causing himself to be carried to his Aurel.Vii 1 . • 

tribunal in the middle of the army, and seating 
himself upon it, he ordered his son, and all those 
who had entered into his plot, to be summoned 
to appear and condemned them all to die, except 
Caracalla. 	The 	criminals fell prostrate.  befbre 
Seven's, and with tears implored his mercy. 	He 
was inflexible fin.  some time, and, resolving at 
length to pardon them, he laid his hand upon his 
head, and said with a majestic air, " Are you now 
" satisfied that it is the head that rules, and not 
" the feet ?" 	This warning, instead of checking 
Caracalla, served only to drvie him to the utmost 
excess of fury. 

fie „den. The first thing he tried was to raise a sedition in 
vou" to 
ni t 	 seili. 
ti,„, in th, 
army- 

the army. After settling his plan with some soldiers 
whom he had bribed, he ran hastily out of his tent, 
crying out with all his might, that he was insulted 

Div. and abused by Castor. This was the best and ho-
nestc.4 of all the emperor's fined-men,and the per-
son in whom his master reposed the greatest midi-
deuce. The soldiers whowere in the seeret,gathered 

about 
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about Caracalla, and the affair began to make a 
noise in the camp, when Severus appeared, and, 
by punishing the most guilty, restored order and 
tranquillity. 

This scheme having miscarried, Caracalla was tie at. 
so blinded with rage, that he conceived the Metes-Itn";t: 
table design of murdering his father with his own Oa. 
hand. 	 As Severus, who was now well enough to 
sit on his horse, was marching, accompanied by his 
son, likewise on horseback, at the head of his ar-
my, that of the enemy appearing at some distance; 
the wicked Caracalla, letting his hater go on a 
little before him, drew his sword in order to stab 
him. 	Those that were near them, seeing it, cried 
out, which disconcerted the parricide. 	Severus 
turned round, and, though he saw the naked 
sword, was sufficiently master of himself not to 
say a single word. 	He continued his march, fin- 
ished what he had to do, and returned to his tent, 
where, throwing himself upon his bed, he sent for 
his son, and, in the presence of Papinianus, cap-
tain of his guards, and of the freed-man Castor, 
with great coolness reproached him with the enor-
mity of his crime, representing to him particular-
ly the rashness of his attempting such a deed at 
noon-day, and in the presence of two armies. 	" I t' 
" you want to kill me, added he, take this sword, 
" (holding out one that lay by him) execute your 
" design here. 	You are young and vigorous, and 
" I an infirm old man, stretched out upon a bed 
" ready to receive the blow. 	You may easily 
" strike it. 	Or, if shame withholds your hand, 
" order Papinianus, who is here present, to rid 
" you of me. 	He will obey you, since you are 
" his emperor." 	Severus said no more. 	But he 
deceived himselfgreatly if he thought these words 
could make any impression upon the hardened 
heart of his unnatural son. 	He had often blamed 
Marcus Aurelius for his excessive indulgence in 
letting live a son unworthy of him : and he him- 

self 
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self now imitated that indulgence in regard to Ca-
racalla, who was infinitely More criminal than 
Commodus. 	Some have however said, that he in- 
tended to punish his son with death, and that he 
was dissuaded 	from it 	by his praetorian 	pre- 
fects. 	I3ut the account we have given, which is 
that of Dion Cassius, seems most probable. 

Nell:rev. It 	A new revolt of the Britons, who had So lately 
of the Bri-  submitted, incensed Severus to a very great de-ton,. gree. 	He assembled his soldiers, and, addressing 

them in the words of Agamemnon in Homer t, ex-
horted them not to give any quarter to the rebels, 
" nor suffer one of them to escape their swords; 
" not even the infant in its mother's womb." 

Sielmesa 	Sickness and death hindered him from prose- 
al

f
L
,
I
.; 
 death cluing his revenge. 	Cruelly tormented 	by the 

11: 
b  (rout for a long time past, the continual grief and 

rod, 	vexation which his son gave him, increased his 
distemper greatly. 	Some even add that the mon-
ster Caracalla thinking his father, dying as he was, 
lived too long, bribed the physicians to hasten 
his death. 

Spar!. .Kv. 	In this last sickness, Severus sent for both his 
23. 	sons ; and, after exhorting them to concord and 

unity, caused to be read to them, with that view, 
the excellent speech of Micipsa to his children and 
Jugurtha, in Sallust. 	At the same time he applied 
some words of it to a short recapitulation he made 
to himself, of his own exploits and successes. "t I 
" round, said he, the republic in disorder and con- 
" flision. 	I leave it quiet at home and abroad. 
" The East and the North are pacified by my cares. 

'C I 

. ------r,, 	 ti'l TI; t:,;714 V70: Cii7:1/7 ate,vp, 

Y -i:c; !),' lizcili4ac st,,i).  41rx 7.4 54.v itn74: 
l'-tyY (6  '1.0 T::04, (2.4 o, 4"...),ar 

Iliad. VI. v. 57. 

1-  Turbatam Itempublicam ubique amp?, pacatam—rolin- 
quo, scuex .. pedibus a ger, firmum Imperium Antuninis mci$ 
1 ellnIpenS si boni erunt, imbecillurn, zi inali. 
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" I leave my sons an empire, powerfid and last- 
''" ing, if they are good men ; but weak and pre- 
" carious, if they are bad." 

To these ideas of triumph succeeded others 	 {f.,  17. 
more suitable to his present situation. 	Struck eh/. 	• 
with the emptiness of his fleeting.  grandeur, he b" 
cried out ", " I have been every thincr: but it 
" avails me nothing now." 	Then ordering the 
urn to be brought to him, in which his ashes were 
to be inclosed, he took it in his hands, and look-
ing at it, said " Thou,t shalt contain one, whom 
" the whole world was too little to hold." 

His activity, which was the foundation of his sr ,,,. 23. 
character, never fbrsook him even in his last mo-°̀ Di''' 
molts. 	lie was almost expiring, when he gave 
for word to the officer who came to receive it of 
Lim, " Let us mind our business :" and then ad-
dressing.himself to those who stood round his bed, 
" Let us consider, said he, what we have to do." 

His intention was that his two sons should suc-
ceed him with equal power: and in consequence 
of this design, he desired, a little before his death, 
that a duplicate might be made of the golden sta-
tue of Fortune which generally stood in the em-
peror's chamber, that each of his sons might have 
one. 	The time being too short for it to be made 
in, he ordered, that, when he should be no more, 
the imperial Fortune should be carried every day 
first to the apartment of one, and then to that of 
the other of his sons. 	But Caracidla, paying no 
regard to this order, got possession of the statue, 
and never suffered it to be carried to his brother. 

Severus's pains increased to such a degree, that, r''''', '. 
if we believe the epitome of Victor, he called for 
poison to put an end to them. 	If so, the (lying 
wish of Quintillus was fulfilled ; for no one would 
give him that 'alai assistance. 	He therefore pur- 

posely 

• * Omnia fui, & nihil evedit. 
I' 	xi.rr:is ,x,?;.% or ti 0,110tt.Pr /kit 1,VV , r, 	I 
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posely loaded his stomach with coarse meatso  
which causing an indigestion, carried him oft: 

Slori• 17- He died at York, in the year of Rome 960, and 
Dio. 	of Christ 209, after having lived sixty-five years; 

nine months, and twenty-five days, and reigned 
seventeen years, eight months, and three days. 
His funeral rites were performed upon the spot : 
and after his body was burnt, his ashes were put 
into an urn of porphyry *, which his sons carried 
with them to Rome. 

What 	Spartian tells us that Severus was greatly es- judgment 
ought to be teemed and regretted after his death, and that the 
funned of 
the charac- senate applied to him what had been formerly said 
ter aud me- of Augustus ; that he ought never to have been 
rit 01  seve-born, or never to have died. 	This was certainly 
TUS. 
SpITT. 9, 	going too far : and Spartian himself assigns the 
a- In. 	cause of this too favourable judgment. 	Severus 

gained greatly by the comparison that was after-
wards made of him with his successors, who, for 
the space ofsixty years, were all, except Alexander 
the son of Mamma, rather robbers than princes. 

It must be owned that he was really estimable 
in many respects. 	His activity was most asto- 
nishing. 	He preserved tranquillity within the em- 
pire, by the firmness and vigilance of his govern-
ment, foreseeing and providing for all things with 
an indefatigable attention. 	He maintained the 
glory of the Roman arms against foreign nations, 
and made them be respected to the very extremi-
ties of the world. 

.s Lost writers call him a great warrior: but I do 
not see any thing by which he deserved that title. 
I observed before, that, in the war against Niger, 
in which his own cause was at stake, he wasnotpre-
sent at any one of the three battles which decided 
that di,pute. 	In the battle of Lyons, where he 
commanded his troops in person, the victory was a 

long 

a' According to llerodian, the urn Nras of alabaster; accord. 
'ng to Spartian, of gold. 	 . 
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long time doubtful, and seems to have been at 
last determined in his favour by one of his lieu-
tenants.—His exploits against the Parthians .and 
the Britons afford nothing very remarkable. The 
difficulties which he surmounted were not great, 
and he miscarried in the siege of Atra. 	If the 
general success in these wars answered his wishes, 
his forces were so superior to those of his ene-
mies, that the Romans may be said to have con-
quered, rather than Severus. 

14.; 

His policy in Abe government of affairs at home 
often deserved the name of treachery and deceit. 
He did many things which were of service to the 
public, but always with a view to his own private 
Interest. 	I see in him a great deal of cunning 
and finesse : but nothing elevated, nothing noble, 
nothing frank and open, nothing generous. 	He 
seems to have thought of nothing but himself, 
and the establishment of his family. 	For this it 
was 'that he 	increased and 	strengthened the 
enormous power of the soldiery, so inconsistent 
with the welthre of the empire. 

It is needless to speak of his cruelty and rapines, 
which were monstrous,!and admit of no excuse.— 
The spirit of revenge was so strong in him, that, 
out of hatred to Didius Julianus, he abolished the 
decrees which had been drawn up by his great-
grandfather Salvius Julianus, a &mous civilian, 
and author of the perpetual edict under Adrian. 

duraVirt. 

But the wisdom and equity of Salvins's decisions 
maintained their authority against all the power 
of Severus. 

Another thing which does him no honour, is, 
his not valuing what was said of him. 	He that 
has no regard for his own reputation, is in a 1114-
way to set little value upon virtue. 

DI. 

The most that can be said in tlivour of Scverus, 
is, that if he deserves in some respects to be rank-
ed among the great princes, he by no means me-
rits a place among the good ones. 

Vor.. VIII. 	 I. 	 Ili 
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Vict.Eild, His private character is likewise far from doing 
him any honour. 	We are told indeed, that he 
was a good and faithful friend : and as proof of 
this, writers quote Lateranus, Cilo, Anulinus, Bas-
sus, whom he loved constantly, and whom he 
loaded with riches. 	But he was guilty of an un- 
pardonable excess that way in regard to Plautia-
nus, by placing in him such a confidence as ren- 

4.
art. 

18• Aura. 
via. 

tiered him blind to all his faults. 	Too indulgent 
ner vices, andwho even gave room to suspect her 
of conspiring against his life. 	Weak and pusil- 
as a husband, he kepta wife who dishonoured him by 
lanimous as a father, he suffered his children to 
lord it over him. 	He seems therefore still less 
estimable 	as a man as a prince. 	In short, in 

. whatever light we consider him, we find in him 
more to censure than to praise. 

His taste He had some learning: or rather he was a lo- 
fur learn- 
lug- 	He 
wrote me- 

ver of learning and of philosophy. 	For he had 
not time to acquire any degree of excellence 

n'°ir8  a his own therein, nor to perfect himself in the Greek and 
Tire. Latin eloquence. 	An ancient writer says he ge- 

ii'  . Epirt. Va  nerally used his mother  tongue,' which was the 
Aura irit. Punic. 	He wrote, however, in Latin memoirs of 

his own life both public and private, of which Au-
relius Victor praises the style as well as the fide- 

' 1-  /..v..v Ir. 
p. 6.53. 

lity. 	Dion Cassius does not think so favourably 
of that work. 	On the contrary, he accuses Seve- 
rus pretty plainly of having paid little regard to 
truth in his account of himself: a reproach high. 
ly probable, even if it was not supported by the 

.,,./...„„ authority of a contemporary writer. 	Severus en- 
' 45• 	. deavonrcd particularly, in those memoirs,to clear 

himself' from the imputation of cruelty. 	We may 
M. em_ 

,,, ilnu,  p,
. 
	, 

i v. rolthe 
ua 

judu'c by his actions, what foundations his apology 
could have. 

The empress Julia, his wife, was also a lover of 
'..,,,,-, the sciences and of learned men. 	I have already 

.aTi 	1 	li.  
IV; rill d 

t 
said what was her motive for applying to study. 
She had regular asscmblies at her palace,not of hue 

ladie.-; 
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ladies, but of philosophers and learned men. 	Wei° p1;1• L 	
Fr 

 
have however seen, that she sometimes found her- j,. 8.5g. 
self another sort of amusement. 	It was at her re- r""fr• 
quest that Philostratus wrote the life of Apollo-4 1' 3*  
nius Tyanmus. 	If we judge by that work of the 
taste which prevailed in the learned conversations 
of the empress, We shall be apt to think that it 
turned more upon elegance of style, and pretend. 
ed curious researches, than upon any thing solid, 
and really worth inquiring into. 

Amon°.b   the learned who flourished in the reign Learned 
men who ofSeverus, Philostratus held a distinguished rank: tiouriqheit 

which does not give us any great idea of the o-iii. the 
titers. 	In effect, most of them were sophists, a.s7,1t7„,°,f  
mong whom Antipater, a native of Hierapolis in Philostra. 
Phrygia, may be looked upon as the most illus- T:, 
trious. 	He succeeded better at speaking off-hand, 	pltist Anti,. 
than at composing finished discourses : and Seve-PatFr.  Phdostr. 
rus employed him according to his talent, by sop4. a. 
making him his Greek secretary. 	Antipater ac..24.  
quitted himself perfectly well of this office. Soon 
qualifying himself for his new post, lie made the 
emperor speak, in his letters,With all the dignity 
that becomes a sovereign : 	 iis expressions were 
clear, his thoughts noble and refined, his diction 
easy and natural, and unencumbered with false 
ornaments or affected transitions. He had a share 
in the education of the two princes,Severus's sons, 
and received as a reward for it, the consulship and 
the goVer»ment of Bithynia. 	In this last post he 
was too severe, shed too much blood, and, For that 
reason, was recalled. 	After the death of Geta, 
killed by Caracalla tinder pretence of his having 
'brined a design against his life, he had the cou-
rage to tell the savage murderer, in otie of his let-
ters to him : '' It is a great grief to me, that No 
" princes Whom 1 instructed in the use of arms 
" for their mutual defence, should have turned 
" them against each other." 	He supposed Cara. 
calla's pretence to be true. But even with that mi- 

2 	 tigat ion 
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tigation of the fact, the reproach is still strong 
enough to do honour to him who dared to direct 
it to so barbarous an emperor. 

Diogenes Diogenes Laertius, a writer less estimable for hig 
Laertiu9- talents, than necessary to such as want to know Menag. 06- 
sem. tn 	the philosophy of the ancients, is likewise said,- 
Lac"' and with some probability, to have lived in the 

time of Severus. 	We have of him, in ten books, 
the lives of eighty-two philosophers, with an ex-
position of their doctrines, and most remarkable 
sayings. 	It is agreed, that he was but little ac- 
quainted with the subject he wrote upon ; and 
that his accounts of the opinions of the philoso-
phers are too short, often confused, and far from 
having that precision which such a work particu-- 
1arly requires. With these faults, which are great 
ones, Diogenes Laertius is nevertheless much 
esteemed by the learned, who find in his work 
many things which they would seek for in vain 
elsewhere. His style is dry and destitute of orna-
ments : but perhaps it may, for that very reason, 
not be the less fit for matters which require not 
to be embellished, but only to be explained clear- 
ly. 	He addresses himself, in his work, to a lady, 
whom he describes no otherwise than by stiling 
her a lover of Plato. She is thought to have been 
Arria, whose taste for philosophy and the sciences, 
is praised in the treatise ascribed to Galen, upon 
Theriaca. 	The surname of Laertius which the 
author I am speaking of bears, was probably given 
him on account of his being born at Laertes, a 
city of Cilicia. 

iulinus. I have already said that Solinus, who has left us 
a collection of memorable things under the title of 
Tofilyistur, is,by many, thought to be the same with 
C. Julius Solo, a senator who lived under Commo. 
dus and Seven's, and who was put to death by this 
last. 	his work is only a mere compilation, into 
which he has not put any thing of his own. 	Ile 
has borrowed, in particular, from Pliny the na-
turalist. 

There 

   
  



ROOK %XII.] 	SEVERUS. 	 349 

There was, in the reign of Severus, a little be-An erup.
fore the fall of Plautianus, an eruption of Vesu-int:trve 

 - yius, which alarmed all Campania, but did nosurins. 
great hurt. 	 Dio.

a 
 I. 

In: 
Dion Cassius speaks of a sea monster of anp. so. 

enormous size, which was driven into the harbourstr°"-  
of Augusta near the city now called Porto. 	It.oio.r. 
was taken, and a representation was made of it ins'a 

 
r• 

which all the dimensions of the animal were 
exactly obserYed. 	Its capacity was such, that it 
could contain lifty bears. 

The same writer mentions also the appearanceAcomet. 
pf  a comet, which did not fail to be looked upon 
as the presage of some great calamity. .,  

BOOK 
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• BOOK XXIII. 

rRINCPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIG,)1 

OF 

A.R. 962. 

CARACALLA, , 
.., 

 	 GENTMUS. 
A.C. 211.  	 BASSUS. 

CARACALLA and Geta joint emperors. 
Cruelties exercised by Caracalla. 
Peace concluded with the Caledonians. 
Feigned reconciliation between the two bro- 

thers. 
They leave Britain, and return to Rome.— 

Their discord breaks out whilst they are upon the 
road. 

The apotheosis of Severus. 

A.R:963. 	C. JULIUS ASPER. 
A.C. 212. 	- JULIUS ASPER. 

Geta killed by his brother, in the arms of their 
mother, about the 27th of February. 

Caracalla, acknowledged sole emperor by the 
prfetorians, makes his apology before the senate, 
and recals the exiles. 

The apotheosis of Geta. 
All his friends and partizans murdered. 	Rome 

drenched in blood. 	The death of Papinian. 
The 
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The rights of Roman citizens granted to all the 
subjects of the empire. 

M. AURELIUS ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS IV. 	.0.964. .213 D. COLEIUS BALBINUS II. 

Balbinus, the second consul of this, year, is the 
same who was afterwards made emperor by the 
senate, with Pupizenus Maximus, against Maxi-
min. 

The elder Gordian was likewise consul during 
part of this year. 

Caracalla goes into Gaul, and commits great 
cruelties and rapines there. ,. A.R. 965. 
	,... itiEssALA• 	 A.C. 214. 
• • , • • • • . SABINUS. 

The dress of the Gauls, called Caracalla, intro-
duced by the emperor into Rome and the army ; 
from whence came his name of Caracalla. 

War against the Cenni, a German people, and 
against the Alemanni. 	The Alemanni now first 
mentioned in history. Caracalla purchases peace 
of them, and, as if he had been conqueror, takes 
the surname of Alamaniticus. 

	 LiETus II. 	 A.R. 966. 

	

. .   CEREALIS. 	 A.C. 215. 

lie goes into Dacia. 
War against the Geti, by whom is here meant 

the Goths. 	First mention of the Goths in the 
Roman history. 

Caracalla goes into Thrace, and from thence 
into Asia. 	He implores in vain the help of .zEs- 
culapins, at Pergamus, to ease his pains of body 
and of mind. 	He visits Ilium, and pays his great 
honours to the memory of Achilles. 

C. ATirg 
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A. R.967. C. Anus SABrNUS II. 
A.C.216. ... CORNELIUS ANULLINUS. 

He goes to Antioch. 
Death of Vologeses king of the Parthians. Dis- 

agreement between his two sons, which emboldens 
Caracalla to threaten the Parthians with war, if 
Tiridates and Antiochus, who had fled for refuge 
to the court of Parthia, are not sent back to him. 
They are sent back, and he seems satisfied. 

His perfidy towards Abgarus king of Edessa, 
and towards the king of Armenia. 	He seizes 
Abgarus's dominions. 	The Armenians take up 
arms, and defeat Theocritus, a dancer, to whom 
Caracalla had given the command of the Roman 
army. 

Caracalla goes to Alexandria, and massacres 
its inhabitants. 

He returns to Antioch, and picks a quarrel 
with Artabanes king of the Parthians. 	He sur- 
prizes him unawares, takes Arbela, over-runs Me- 
dia, and approaches near the royal city, without 
meeting the enemy any where. 	For these ex- 
ploits he takes the name of Parthians, 

A.R.96.8. 	C. BRUTTIUS PRIESENS. 
A.C.217. T. MESSIUS EXTRICATUS. 

Whilst he is preparing to march a-new against 
the Parthians, who, on their side, were prepared 
to receive him, his prxtorian prinfect, Macrinus, 
conspires against him. 

Caracalla is killed, the 3tb of April. 

SECT. 
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SECT. I. 

CARACALL A. 

Orikfin of the name of Caracalla. 	Geta was called 
Antoninus, as well as his brother. 	Caracalla, not 

being able to cause himself to be declared sole em-
peror, filkas a reconciliation with his brother. 
Crueltliv exercised by Caracalla. 	He makes peace 
with the Barbarians, and returns to Rome with his 
brother. the hatred between the two brothers breaks 
out again. l heir entry into Rome. The apotheosis 
of Severus. 	The two brothers seek to destroy each 
other. 	A partition of the empire proposed, but 
without eSixt. 	Caracalla causes his brother to be 
killed in the arms of their mother. lie prevails up-
on the prwlorians, by flatteries and gifts, to declare 
Geta a public enemy. 	He endeavours to justify 
hithself to the senate, and recals all the exiles. 	l'he 
apotheosis of Geta. 	Slaughter of Geta's friends. 
The death of Papinian. 	Fabius Cilo treated out- 
rageously. 	Julius Asper banished. 	Other great 
persons put to death. 	A daughter of Marcus Au- 
relius. 	Pompelanus grandson of Marcus Aure- 
lius. 	&vows cousin-german to Caracalla. 	The 
son of the emperor Pertinax. 	Thrasea Prisms. 
Seremis Sammonicus. 	Caraealla's hatred of the 
memory of his brother. 	ills disturbance ?Pout, 
and remorse. 	Games and skews, in which he eom- 
mils several acts of cruelty. 	Ile mall be looked up- 
on as a second Cali,(4-ula. 	Other instances of his 
cruelty. Enormous extortions and rapines. 11 is pro-
digality to the soldiery; to flatterers; and for games 
and shays. 	He himself:pug/It with 	Id beasts, and 
ran in the circus. 11 is contempt ollearninA,r, and his 
ignorance. 	lle seldom administeredjustice. 	Dis- 
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gustful manner in which he treated his assessors, 
His inquisitiveness. 	Soldiers employed as spies, in 
every corner, to bring an account of all that passed. 
His ministers chosen from among the vilest of men. 
His debaucheries joined io an affectation of zeal for 
purity of manners. Pretended zeal for religion, ac-
companied with a love of Magic and judicial Astro- 
logy. 	Perpetual contradiction between his words 
and his actions. 	The current coin excessively de- 
based. 	He attacks the senate and the people with 
violent invectives. 	He would not be advised by 
any one. 	He grants the privilege of Roman citi- 
zens to all the inhabitants of the empire. 	His ex- 
travagant fondness of Alexander. 	He affects mix- 
ing with the soldiers in their military labours and 
exercises. 	He goes into Gaul, and commits great 
violences there. 	He passes the Rhine, and makes 
war upon the Cenni and Alemanni. 	Ferocious 
courage of the German women. 	Caracalla, de- 
spised by the Barbarians, purchases peace of them. 
Re takes a liking to the Germans, and imitates 
their dress. He marches to the lower Danube, gains 
sonic slight adtantages over the Goths, and makes a 
treaty with the Dacians. 	He passes into Thrace. 
He crosses the Hellespont, visits Ilium, and honours 
the tomb of Achilles. 	At Pergamus, he implores 
the assistance of .Esculapius, to be eased of his tor- 
ments of body and of mind. 	He spends the winter 
at Nicomedia, preparing jiir war against the Par-
ihians. He goes to Antioch. The king of the Par- 
Wails submits to his demands, and obtains peace. 
Caracalla' s perfidy towards A bg,arus king of Edessa. 
C•rhoene subdued. Like peiiidy towards the king of 
Armehia. The Armenians take up antic. Cortical' i 
vaunts his military toils and exploits. He goes to 3-
lexandria ,wh ere he orders a most dreadJUI massacre. 
The Akxandrians admitted into the senate. 	Cara- 
calla demands in marriage the daughter of the king 
of the Parthians ; and being refu ,ed, renews the 
war. 	His trifling exploits. He takes the surntwie 

of 

   
  



BOOK XXIII.] 	CARACALLA. 	 4.cs 

of Parthicus. 	Macrinus, incensed against Cara. 
calla, and alarmed at his behaviour, conspires a- 
trainsl him. 	Caracalla is killed. 	ghe uncertainly 
of human grandeur exemplified by the rni'forlunes 
of Severuesjamily. 	False, or at least uncertain, 
imputations laid to the thaw of Caracalla. 	Ile 
was hated by all but the soldier/. 	Works with 
which he embellished Rome. lie is said ,o have been 
the father of Heliogabalus. 	The Greek Poet Op. 
plan lived in Corgcalta's time, 

the two brothers, Caracalla and THOUGH 
Geta, began to reign together, I mention 

only the eldest in the title of this book, because 
the youngest enjoyed the supreme power but a 
very short time, and soon lost it with his life. 

The name of Caracalla, by which the emperororigince 
whose 	reign I am going to write is generally91e 1,'L".1° 
known, is a kind of nick-name, which he himself,,,,.. 
never took. 	He was first called Bassianus, from //%.1.1./1.  
the name of his grandfather by the mother's side,p.ssi. 
Bassianus, priest of the'sun in Phoenicia, flitherofsr,";7'cl.."2- 
the empress Julia, and of Julia Mo2sa, of whom4. 9. 
frequent mention will soon be made. 	Severns,l'" EP-
being made emperor, and determining to share 
his high authority with his son, made him quit 
that name, which denoted a private condition, and 
even an obscure origin ; and substituted in the 
room of it the noble and respected names of Mar-
cus Aurelius Antoninus, which were universally re-
ceived, and are the only ones of which this prince 
afterwards made use. 	But as he disgraced their 
splendour by his conduct, and took a liking to a 
kind of Gaulish robe called Caracalla, which he 
not only wore himself in preference to any other, 
but distributed it among his soldiers, and to the 
inhabitants of Rome, that they might wear it like 
him, he was for this reason, in all private com-
panies, called Caracalla; by which name he is now 
known better than by any other. 

His 
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G eta was His brother, P. Septimius Geta, did not change 
called An- 
mni.us, as 
well as his 

his names ; but he added to them that of Antonir  
nus ; a name which was then an object of public 

brother. 
Spi rt. 
19, 20. 

veneration and which Severus would have wished 
to appropriate to all the emperors, like that of 
Augustus. 	His admiration and respect for this 
name was quite enthusiastic, and he looked upon 
it as a very' signal glory for him to leave two An. 
toninus's for his successors. 	Vain and frivolous 
glory ! for one of them perished by the hand of 
his brother, and the other by his own fury. 

cdrataua, Caracalla, ambitious of reigning alone, had of- 
/144  being able to 
cause him- 

ten attempted to get rid of Geta, even in Seve. 
run's life-time. 	The sovereign power, devolved 

°ell° he dered cla 
vole empe- 

to him by the death of his father, facilitated the 
execution of his wicked design, which he soon 

rut',  feigns 
a reconci- 
liation with 

discovered, by tampering with the soldiery, in 
order to prevail on them to declare him sole em- 

his brotber. peror. 	To this end, he spared neither gifts nor 
Herod. L 
III. 
via. L 

promises, nor any method that he thought could 
possibly win them over. 	But the troops, attach. LX XVII, 

A. IL 962. 
A• C. 21* 

ed to the memory of Severus, respecting his will, 
and looking upon themselves as the guardians of 
the two princes, to whom they owed an equal 
share of tenderness, though, of the two, they were 
most inclined to Geta, who was very like his fa-
ther, and showed a mild and humane disposition, 
were deaf to all Caracalla's solicitations. 	All the 
titles of honour remained therefore common to 

im, the two brothers, excepting that of high pontiff, 
which the eldest reserved to himself, as M. Au-
relius had done when he made L. Verus his asso- 
ciate in the empire. 	There was even a seeming 
reconciliation between them : for, not being able to 
resist the exhortations and intreaties of the empress 
Julia, and of all the old friends and counsellors of 
Severus, who pressed them strongly to put an end to 
their fatal animosities, and to live together in that 
union which the ties of blood and their reciprocal 
interests required; they embraced each other, and 

mutually 
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mutually promised a brotherly affection, whilst, at 
the same time, they preserved in their hearts all 
the rancour of the most implacable enemies. 

They begun then to reign together; or rather 
to bear the same titles of sovereignty: for, in 
reality, Caracalla, more violent and furious than 
his brother, enjoyed alone the supreme power, and 
shewed at once the horrid use he intended to make 
of it. 	He filled the whole palace with blood; kill- cruei th,„ 
ed the physicians who had refused to assist himexTie 

1
4in destroying his father; the freed-man Evodius„bLb, 

twho had taken care of his education, and exhort-
d him to live in harmony with his brother; and 

the fived-man Castor, who had merited his father's 
utmost confidence;  and who, for that reason, could 
not but be odious to the son. 	He ordered his wife 
Plautilla, and his brother-in-law Plautus, to be 
murdered in their exile. 	Papinianus, too great a 
lover of virtue to please such an emperor, was 
stripped of his office of prxtorian pnefect : and 
this disgrace was only the prelude to a still more 
melancholy doom. 	_to-these acts of cruelty and 
injustice towards his own people, Caracalla joined 
cowardice and effeminacy in regard to his enemies. 
He made peace with the Caledonians, by giving Ile 	ak,ei 

ba
. w

rb:
1
,
1_, up to them the advanced forts which Severus had I1,, Irv;,_ 

built in their country to keep them in awe. 	He riani. and 

was in a violent hurry to return to Rome ; and 11̀,',`„";,`,', ','1, 
therefore left Britain as soon as possible, accom-bbbruth, 
panied by his mother and his brother. 

	

Notwithstanding the pretended reconciliation OFTI II 	I _ _ .ic _aro. 
the two princes, their discord broke out again all ut,'Z'" 
the way upon the road. 	They neither lodged to- G-othcrN 

trailer, nor eat at the same table ; but lived in con- ̂ 'e.'"  i" 6 	 ft.neli. 
tinual distrust of each other, and took all possible/kick/J.1V. 
precautions for fear of being poisoned with their 
victuals or drink : and when they arrived at Rome, 
they divided bet ween them the imperial palace, 
which was larger than any town in the provinces ; 
and fortified thern5elves in the*respective habita- 

tion,:, 
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tions, with guards and ba.rricadoes, which pre-
rented all communication between them. 

Their en. However, they made theh' entry into Rome to- 
try into 
iilue. nether. 	All 	the people, 	crowned with laurel, 

went out to meet them, and the senate, in a body, 
harangued them without the gates. 	They theu 
entered the city in great pomp, marching fore-
most, with all the ornaments of the imperial dig- 
nity. 	The consuls followed, carrying the urn in 
which the ashes of Severus were inclosed ;  and all 
that came to salute the new emperors, dd ihomage 
likewise to thosenulchral urn of their father. 	It 
was deposited in the tomb of the Antonini, from 
whence the two brothers proceeded to the capi-
tol, to offer the sacrifices that were usual upon the 
solemn entry of an emperors 

'Ile aP(1'' theosis of Severus was inscribed among the gods, and his 
tieverus. two sons were present at the ceremony of his apo-

theosis, which was celebrated with great magnifi- 
cence: 	Herodian gives us a description of it. 	But 
as I have already related at length the whole cere-
mony of the deification of Pertmax, as recorded 
by Dion Cassius ; to avoid repetitions, I shall here 
borrow from Hcrodian only two circumstances, 
which are not mentioned by the other historian. 

The first is, that during seven days that the ef-
figies of the prince, in wax, was exposed to view 
upon a bed of state, his physicians met every day 
at his bed-side, to consult, as if he had been ill, 
and afterwards made their report, that his health 
decayed, and his end drew near: a comic scene; 
the equivalent to which is practised in our state 
ilmerals. 

The second observation I have to make, relates 
to the structure of the funeral pile, which was a 
square building, of several stories. 	These stories 
grew less and less as they rose in heiaht, to the 
uppermost, which was only a kind of closet. 	In 
the chamber on the second story were placed the 
hid and the effigies of the deceased prince; and 

in 
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in the closet which formed the topmost story was 
the eagle that was to be let fly, to carry the em- 
peror's soul to heaven. 	. 

The sons of Severus, after jointly paying the;,Frio'60:: last honours to the memory of their father, gave seuk tu de- 
an entire loose to their mutual hatred, and studied astrr.01  
only how to destroy each other. 	In this respect mu. r. 
our authors remark no other difference between FILA-Lir• 
them, than that the proceedings of the eldest were y, 
time most violent. 	But each of them caballed 
against his brother, in order to reign alone ; and 

:each,  by his private intrigues, gifts, and promises, 
sought to increase time number of his partizans. 
In this Geta succeeded best, because he seemed 
the most open, accessible, and affable. 	He ex- 
pressed a regard, and even a friendship for those 
that approached him. 	His inclinations too were 
decent. 	He had a taste for learning, and for those 
who cultivated it ; and in his bodily exercises, he 
took delight in none that were any way ignoble, 
or unbecoming his rank. 	On the contrary, Cara. 
calla was harsh and brutal, extremely passionate, 
full of menaces, and better pleased with being 
feared than loved. 	He affected the airs of a sol- 
dier, and an ardour for war and arms, in which 
policy and vanity had no small share. 

It was easy to foresee the fatal consequences of A part;_ 
sofurious and inveterate a hatred between tiro t'°" °1  1,',,,:I'e „., 
brothers who possessed jointly the supreme com.p..d, bql, 
mand, who had every moment opportunities toer,i'." 
thwart each other, and who were determined not 
to let one of them slip. 	If places were to be filled 
up, each insisted on putting in his own friends. 
If they sat in judgment together, their opinions 
always differed, to the great prejudice of the par- 
ties,and of justice. 	They themselves were tired 
of their eternal wrangles, and thouglit the be,t way 
to end them would be to divide the empire. 	iti 
this scheme alone they acted with tolerable liar. 
snouy, because, it was to 	epar.;to them for ever. 

Co. 
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Geta ceded to his brother, Rome and all the East, 
and retained for his portion Asia and the countries 
of the East, intending to establish his residence 
at Antioch, or Alexandria. 	The Propontis was a • 
natural barrier, which would have fixed the boun-
daries of their respective dominions; and a garri-
son would have been kept at Byzantium and at 
Chalcedon, to prevent all passage from the terri-
tories of one to those of the other, and all com- 
munication between them. 	As to Africa, the 
Western part of that region, that is to say, Mauri-
tania, Numidia, Africa properly so called, was to 
belong to Caracalla : Geta was to have for his 
share, the eastern side of that country. 

This plan, which suited the two brothers, was 
riot relished by the chief persons of the republic. 
Jealous of the Roman grandeur, they were afraid 
of weakening it by dividing it ; and the division 
of the whole into an eastern empire and a western 
empire, which was afterwards introduced, and fi-
nally established, was then a novelty which shock- 
ed every one. 	The empress Julia disliked it : and 
in a council that was held upon the occasion, and 
at which she was present, she said to her sons : 
" You find means to divide lands and seas; but 
" how will you divide ine betwixt you ? You must 
" take away my life, and cut my body in two, that 
" each may have his half." 	This affecting speech 
was accompanied with sighs and tears, whilst she 
embraced her two sons, and held them united 
within her arms. 	The whole assembly was moved 
with compassion, and broke up without concluding 
any thing; by which means the project was dropt. 

Caracalla 	The quarrels, clandestine snares, and attempts 
causes his to poison one another, which had been suspended 
brother to 
tw  killed ,„ a little while by the hopes of an arrangement, be. 
the arms organ again the moment after. 	Caracalla attempted 
their "'°' 	 ' 	• 
tiler. 	to k ill hi s brother under favour of the licentiousness 

allowed (luring the saturnalia: but finding him too 
well 
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Well guarded, he resolved, at all events, and even 
in violation of the most sacred laws, to seize the 
first moment in which he should find him defence-
less, to execute his parricide. 

He did not expect that Geta would ever trust to 
him, or depend upon his promises or oaths. 	The 
tendernessoftheir common mother for this beloved 
son, was the means Caracalla availed himself of to 
surprize and kill him. Under pretence of desiring 
to be reconciled to his brother, he desired Julia to 
procure him an interview with Geta in her apart-
ment. The unfortunate Geta repaired thither with-
out any mistrust, thinking the presence of his mo- 
ther 

 
a sufficient saleguarcragainst all danger. 	But 

he was mistaken : fbr he had scarce entered the 
T00111, when he was attacked by several centurions 
whom his brother had found means to conceal in it. 
Ile ran to his mother, who received him in her 
arms : but the murderers, animated by Caracalla, 
far from respecting so sacred an asylum, or the 
efforts Julia made to screen him from their blows, 
stabbed him, whilst he cried out, " Save me, mo- 
'' ther

' 
 save me from these assassins." 	It seems as 

if his brother, not satisfied with ordering his death, 
was himself one of the executioners ; for, some 
years after, he consecrated in the temple of Sera-
pis at Alexandria, the sword he had made use of 
to murder Geta. The empress,held1; 	1 who 	 .1.n1 C.Ose-Mo.p.SPo,  
ly embraced to her bosom, was covered with the 
blood of her son. 	She looked upon a wound 
which she received in her hand, on this horrid 
occasion, as a trifle not worth complaining of; 
but what heightened her grief beyond all expres-
sion, was her being forbid to show any signs of 
concern fbr this most shocking event. 	Menaced 
herself with death by a barbarous son, she wasspar.13: 14 
ibreed to conceal her tears, and even to wear the G, i.  
'lice of gladness in the midst of the greatest an- 
gnisli. 	 • Voir,. VIII. 	 M 	 Weta 
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Geta was twenty-two years and nine months 
old when he was killed. 	He was born on the 
twenty-seventh of May, of the year of Christ 189. 
Consequently 	his death 	happened 	about 	the 
twenty-seventh of February 212. 

A. R. 963. 	The parricide was no sooner committed, than Ca- 
Hepre,„il, racalla began to fear the anger of the soldiery ; to 
upon the 	elude which, and deceive them, at least for the first 
r
riet- by 	moment, he had recourse to stratagem. 	Rushing .nF, 

o 
 

tiatteriez; 	out of his mother's room, and running about the 
mid  giRs' n• Nee like a man extremely frighted, he cried out t, 	 , , dv lare 	, a ' 
Gail a 	that he had narrowly escaped a great danger, and 
Public clic- had with difficulty saved his life. At the same time, y. 
D
m

in. 4S- Ile- he ordered the guards to attend him to the camp of 
?"`b i's 	the prwtorians, as the only place were he could be Spurt. Ca- 
*-ac. 2. 	safe. 	None yet knew what had happened. 	His 

guard followed him, and his precipitate march 
through the city alarmed all its inhabitants. 

On his arrival at the camp, he was carried to the 
kind of sanctuary \\ here  the military ensigns and 
the images of the gods and of the Cwsars were ho- 
noured with a  religiousniworship. 	There, prostrat-
ing himself upon the ground, he returned thanks 
to the propitious deities who had saved him, and 
ctf:,;red up sacrifices of thanksgiving. This was to-
wards the evening; and the soldiers, some of whom 
were then bathing, and others had already retired 
to their tents, immediately flocked together, cu-
rious to know what unexpected event gave their 
cmperor such infinite concern. 

When they were assembled, he took care not to 
cooless his crime, but told them a story of his own 
inventing, turned however in such manner as to 
give them room to guess the truth. Ile said he had 
j!Ist escaped, with great difficulty, from the snares 
of an enemy : that a battle had been fought in 
v hich b of h their emperors had like to have perished, 
and which he alone had survived by the special 
interposition of fortune. 	lie added, that it was a 

subject 

   
  



Boox XXIII.] 	CARACALLA. 

subject  of joy to the troops, to have no longer any 
other emperor but him. "Congratulateyourselves, 

1C3 

" said he to them, on my being now master of all, 
and able to satisfy my desire of making you 

" rich." He knew that the best apology he could 
make to the soldiers would be an ample largess. 
Accordingly he promised them * ten thousand ses-• y.v.mq 
terccs a-piece, and doubled their daily allowance-  "' 
of corn for ever. 	To this enormous prodigality he 
mined the most flattering, and at the same time 

' the most abject speeches. " I look upon myself, 
', " said he, as one of you. 	If I wish to live, it is 

" for your sakes, that I may do you much good ; 
" fbr all my treasures are yours." Then, affecting 
an extraordinary fondness for war, " My first and 
" strongest desire, said he, is to live with you ; or 
" else to (lie in the midst of you. 	What other 
" wish can a man of courage form, but to fidl in 
" battle, crowned with glory ?" By these various 
artifices he obtained of the soldiers all he wanted. 
In the mean time the truth of what had happened 
was known at the camp. 	An action of such a na- 
ture could not be long a secret, and the people 
belonging to the palace had divulged it. The prx-
torians knew it : but, dazzled by Caracalla's vast 
promise, they declared him sole emperor, and 
Geta a public enemy. 

All was not yet done. Another camp, near Alba, 
firmed probably since the number of the prIntorians 
had been increased by Seven's, was still to begained 
over. 	Caracalla repaired to it, and met with great 
difficulty. 	The soldiers of this camp, who had 
learnt the murder of Geta, without any previous 
preparations or story to take off the horror of the 
deed,were extremely incensed, and protMed loud-
ly, that they had sworn fidelity to the two sons of 
Severus,and could not render themselves in a man-
ner accomplices of the violent' death of one or 
them. But money is all-powerful over men who are 
not attached to virtue out of principle. 	Caraealla 

0 	 made 
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made them the same promises as he had done td 
their comrades, and with the same success. 	Nor 
were they promises only : for the soldiers, having 
got an order from Caracalla, went to the public 
treasury and the imperial exchequer, and paid 
themselves. 	Thus were the immense treasures 
which Severus had heaped up, often by tyrannical 
means, during a reign of eighteen years, dissipat-
ed in one day. 

Be oldea• Caracalla staid all night in 	one of the two.  
vours to 
justify 
hintsvir to 

camps, probably the old one ; and the next day, 
being sure of the soldiery, he ventured to present 

'''''"d  rucalls all 
the eLUet,. 

himself before the senate, after taking 	however, , 
all the precautions that the fear inseparable from 
his crime could suggest. 	He had a coat of mail 
under his robe, made his guards go with him into 
the senate-house, and placed them in rows along 
the seats of the senators. 

Herodian puts into his moutlfon this occasion, a 
speech in which one may easily perceive the rheto-
ric of a writer more capable of embellishing a de-
clamation, than of handling so difficult a subject. 
Ile begins with common-place phrases and expres-
sions ; avails himself of examples which condemn 
him ; and boldly charges Marcus Aurelius with 
having contributed to the death ofL. Vents. What 
seems to me most reasonable in this harangue, is 
an observation on the advantage that will accrue 
to the state from havingbut one head,and not being 
any longer obliged to acknowledge two masters. 
For our parts, we shall only say with Spartian, that 
Caracalla complained of his brother's having laid 
bnarcs to take away his life, and that he endea-
voured to make the murder of Geta pass for self 
defence on his side, because he was under an ab. 
solute necessity of killing or being killed. 

But so little Was he himself satisfied with his own. 
justification, that, as he had gained the soldiers by 
his largesses, so he now:endeavoured, in a manner, 
+ ,.1 purchase his pardon of the senate by an ostenta- 

tion 
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tat ion of clemency. 	After he had come down . 
from his throne, and was near the door, he turned 
about, and said, raising his voice ; " That this day 
" may be a day of gladness to the whole universe, 
" I order, that all exiles, for whatsoever crimes 
" they have been condemned, shall be at liberty 
" to return to this city." 	Little did he know how' 
to act the part of a merciful prince. 	By this too 
general indulgence, he made no distinction be-
tween the innocent and the guilty, but filled Rome 
with multitudes of villains who had richly deserv- 

. ed the punishment inflicted on them. 	But he 
soon returned to his natural character, and re-
peopled the islands with illustrious personages un-
justly.proscribed. 

Our authors do not tell us what passed in the The re; 
senate in consequence of the emperor's speech.:/;::,' ° 
But I think I cannot find a more proper place than s,,,,1:  c. r 
this for what Spartian says of the apotheosis of ." '• 
Geta. 	Caracalla was given to understand, that by 
permitting the memory of his brother to be ho- 
noured, he would in some measure satisfy the pub- 	. 
lie, who would be pleased with that mark of his 
moderation. 	He agreed to it, with this since til- 
l-11011S expression, " Let * him be a god, as long 
as he is not alive." 	The senate accordingly is- 
.sued a decree by which Geta was enrolled amonz 
the gods. 	His obsequies were celebrated 	\%•itli 
great magnificence, and his ashes were deposited 
in the tomb of the Antonini. 

But this seeming mitigation of Caracalla's an- shu,....), Pr 

ger, with respect to the decea-zed, was of no avaq‘'.f"..ta.3  ,tsar. whatever to the living. 	All those who had been ,,.. & X. 
any way attached 	to Geta, men, women, 11'N'd. c ' ''',.ca  men, 	slaves, 	soldiers, 	stage-players, 	musicians, 	•. t. k 
wrestlers, all were pnt to (feat h, without excepting 	•/. 6. 
even their inrint children. 	The part of the palace 
NVilirli that untOrtimate prince had inhabited, was 
filled with blood and slaughter. 	Dion Cassius tells 
us, that no less than twenty thousand persons were 

thus 
l' git Dim:, 	 nl non bit Vint' 
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thus inhumanly massacred. 	Their dead bodies 
were carried in carts through the city, and after,: 
wards burnt without any sort of ceremony, or 
even exposed to the beasts and birds of prey, 

Caraoalla was not satisfied with these murders 
of persons of an inferior rank ; but sacrificed to his 
hatred a great number of illustrious victims, among 
whom Papinianus was the most distinguished.i 	• 

Tile death This great man, the honour of the Roman .juris- r 1.,,oni. 
ams. 
•sr,,L 	.s 

prudence, had been intimately connected with Sc.- 
veins and his Emily. 	He is. said to have been 

21. & r,, _ 
rar, 3 4, allied to that emperor by the empress Julia, and 
, t3. & Ga. a. consequently was related to . hisehildren.. 	They 

had studied together under the same master, Cer-
bidius Serevola, a famous civilian ; and Papinianus 
succeeded Severus in the post of Promtrator--6scal. 
When Severus was become emperor, he made Pa-
pinianus his praltorian praRfeet ; and aficr having 
profited by the counsels of this wise friend, during 
:the fitture part of his life, so as greatly to soften 
the natural ruggedness of his temper, he particu-
larly recommended to him, at his death, the prin- 
ces his sons. 	Papinianus, whose probity was equal 
to his profound knowledge of the law; thought 
himself bound in honour to answer, by his con-
duct, the confidence which Severus had reposed 
in him. 	He exhorted the two young emperors to 
union and concot d ; and having thereby rendered 
himself disagreeable to Caracalla, he was depri- 
-lied of the post of pra.torian pr‘efeet, as 1 observ- 
e d before. 	This disgrace was probably masked 
filler the pretext of doing greater honour to his 
merit ; and M 	de Tillemont, with great reason, 
rupposes, that Caraealla made him a senator, when 
he dive...fed him of his military command, fin- he 
did not remove him from his person; and we are 
401d, that on the same day on which he explained 
himself before the senate, in relation to the mur-
der of his brother, in his way back from that as- 
t. cmbly to the imperial palace, he leaned 	'pun 

Papinianus 

   
  



, 11401c XXIII.] 	CARACALLA. 	 46 7 
:v  
4apinianus and Cilo, both of whom he had then 

actually resolved to put to death. 
The cause for which Papinianus suffered does 

him infinite honour. 	Pressed by the emperor to 
furnish him with plausible excuses for the murder 
of his brother, and to help him to draw up an 
apologetical oration, he scorned to have for i ara-
calla the same complaisance as Seneca meanly had 
for Nero. 	" It is easier," replied he boldly, " to 
" commit a parricide, than to justify it; and to 
" accuse an innocent person, is a second parri- 
" cide." 	Caracalla took no notice of this answer, 

• at the time it was made : but, shortly after, the 
prfetorians, privately stirred up by him, demand-
ed the death of Papinianus, whose head was there- 
upon cut off with a hatchet. 	The emperor is said 
to have found fault with his being executed with 
a hatchet, and not with a sword : poor and frivo-
lous mark of distinction ; founded, without doubt, 
on its being reputed, less ignominious, and more 
military, to die by the sword. 	Two epitaphs ofe,,,,h, d., 
Papinianns, said to be tbund at Rome, make him p°'", 
only thirty-six years old when he was put to death. v9`.1rr' fier.  
But that date does not agree with the nets which 
I have borrowed from the ancient authors. 	If he 
was Sevcrus's school-fellow, and his successor in 
the post of procurator-fiscal, there could not well 
be any great difference between their ages. 

He carried the glory of the bar to its utmost ld' in"1".  
height ; infinitely surpaving all that ever went be- 
fore him, and leaving but little hopes of  
him to any that might conic after; so great was 
his knowledge of the civil law. 	An edict of the 
emperor Valentinian M. orders, that in case the rillem.ser. 
judges in any cause arc divi ltd in their opinions,30• 
that of Papinianns shall be prcfirrcd. 	His asses-,,.,,,,, v.   
SON were 	the illustrious 	Llpian 	and Paul, two 7. 
great ina ,:ters, NI ho e5teemod 	it an honour to be rsl.".'•;:e`• 

called 

   
  



1GS 
	

HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

called the disciples of Papinianus. 	His son, \AO 
was then qwestor, was killed with him. 

Fabius 	Fabius Cilo did not lose his life ; but he suffer- 
Cilu treat- ed every kind of indignity, and it was unwillingly etioutrae- 
ouAy. ' 	that Caracalla spared him. 	Cilo was one of Seve- 
D" 1 	rus's best friends. 	He had twice been consul ; jar 	Ca- 

4. 	and having superintended the education of the 
princes, Caracalla affected to honour him as a se- 
cond father. 	I or these reasons, though he hated 
in him a censor who had always blamed the anti-
pathy between the two brothers, he did not, how- 
ever, dare openly to order his death. 	But a party 
of soldiers, headed by a tribune, acting as it from 
a motive of voluntary zeal for the emperor, seiz-
edCilo whilst he was bathing, plundered his house, 
and shamefully dragged him through the streets, 
tearing off his bathing-shirt, which was all that 
covered his body, and striking him in the face. 
Their design was to carry him in this manner to 
the palace, there to receive the emperor's final 
orders concerning him. 	The sight of so respec- 
table a man treated with such indignity, excited 
a sedition. The soldiers of the city cohorts, whom 
he had commanded by virtue of his post of pm-
feet of Rome, grew so tumultuous, that Caracalla 
himself; terrified by their motions, ran into the 
street, and cm ering Cilo with his own robe, cried 
out, "(ease striking; my father,my niaster,thc man 

v'"'F'• -̀'''- ‘c who toot, rare of my infancy 	whoever attacks 
" him, attacks me." 	Thus constrained to spare 
the the of Cilo, he vented his Iiiry upon the tri- 
bune and soldiers, who were in 	to death, under 
pril.enee oC punishing them for their Horrid treat-
ment of it do, but, in truth, hecauw they had not 
killed him when lw v. e in th( it powLr. 

Jubu-, Al- 	Julius or Julianivi A F I , CF, A‘ ill)Se sf Ills VC ere 	the 
per trinish- two  consul, of the year in which 	Gni i perished, i. was also cruelly insulted and banished ; happy in 

being able to pres'erve his life. 
Dion 
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'i_)ion Cassius's own work contained the names Other 

of a great number of illustrious persons, whose wgrnefir0 

heads were struck off by order of the enraged Ca-death. 
• racalla : 	but his abbreviator, who was not ac- 

quainted with them, has deprived us of that de-
tail, and enveloped the whole in one general ex-
pression, by which we are given to understand 
that floods of the most respectable blood were 
shed, without distinction of innocence or guilt, 
without form of justice, without any rule but the 
caprice of a mad and furious prince. 	flerodian 
and Spartian are somewhat more particular : and 
though the tragical deaths which they mention, 
do not perhaps all relate to the time immediately 
subsequent to the death of Geta ; yet as it would 
be difficult, and of very little importance to distin-
guish their dates, I shall not separate what my 
authors have joined together. 

Caracalla put to death a sister of Commodus, A daunt,. 
daughter of Marcus AureJius, then very aged, and="2.1:iri: 
who had been respected by all fitrmer emperm 3. a%  
The crime of this lady was her having wept for 
the death of Geta, with the empress Julia. 

A branch still remained m'the family of Marcus Prmapeirt. 

Aurelius : this was Pompeianus, grandson of thatY,i;n1",',1,1-  
wise emperor, by latent. 	Ile was a man of merit,ma Awe-
bad twice been consul, and had been employed in ii" 
:,everal 	important 	commands. 	Caracalla, who 
both feared and hated him, but had not even the 
shadow of a fault to alledge against him, privately 
caused him to be assassinated, and then gave out 
that he had been killed by robbers on the higway. 

He likewise took away the 	life of his cousin- s,,repi,  ,cou.m. german, who ryas called Seven's, after the name of gennott I r 
his Lather; and in this murder he added perfidy fo  carmok 
cruelty. 	After giving him a mark of friendship, 
by sending hint a dish from his own table, he the 
next day ordered some of his soldiers to go to his 
house and stab him. The unhappy Severus having 
received intelligence of the sentence of death pro. 

nounced 
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nounced against him, endeavoured to make fils 
escape, and, jumping out of the window, in his 
fright broke his leg. 	He crawled however to his 
wile's apartment ; but the assassins discovered 
him there, and insultinr,  over him for the misfor-
tune he had met with, barbarously murdered him. 

The emperor Pertinax had left a son of the The son of 
the 	 . same name, who attained to the consulship. 	His 
ror Perti- quality of son of the emperor rendered him sus- 
zix. 	peetcd, and obliged him, in point of policy, to be 

upon his guard. 	He neglected that necessary 
sr:I•oc"- precaution, and let slip a word which cost hint 
Crt 6. 	ilk lift. 	Some years after the death of Geta, as 

a pmtor called 1'austinus recited with great em-
phasis in the senate, the glorious surnames which 
Caracalla assumed, calling him the great Sarnzati-
cus, the great Parthicus ; " Add," said Pertinax 
to him, " the great Geticus." 	The expression was 
witty; and at the same time that it seemed appli-
cable to some advantage gained over the Geti, 
with whom Caracalla had really been at war, it 
alluded slily to the murder of Geta. 	Pertinax, 
already odious, paid for this poignant joke with 
the loss of his head. 

"rorrea 	W e find also in Dion Cassius, but without any 
L .,. „1„ 	detail of circumstances, the death of Thrasea Pris- 
re. 	cus, involved by Caracalla in the slaughter of 

Geta's friends. 	lie was a man, says our historian, 
inferior to none, either for his birth, or his pru- 
dent conduct. 	The names he bore seem to indi-
cate his being descended from the famous Thra. 
sea, and his son-in-law, Helvidius Priscus. 

7,, 	rl. 	Soveral governors and intendants of provinces 
pcsii,ihed 	Ibr 	the same cause, and through the 
sdinc ,uspieions. 

F 	rote; 	A n an of letters shared the fate of so many il- 
t-il".' I.- Ititriou.:p-rsons who held the highest rank in the 
CI'S. 
„ , , t.  C t . Mate. 	,-,erenns 	:*;a111I110111Clls, 	author 	of several 
.'s• e , ,,- 	wort; :, of Y. hirh we have remaining only a small 
II . 	4. 

trC111',0 in ver,e, upon the comedies proper for vac 
Tiou% 
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Awls' distempers, had unfortunately pleased Geta, 
who took delight in reading his performances.— 
That was enough to incur the hatred of Caracal-
la, who sent some of his emissaries to kill him in e.,,ii.  
his house, whilst he was at table. 	Sammonicuse,,,,Lfia. 
had formed a library of sixty-two thousand vo-16• 
lumes: a magnificent collection tbr those times, 
and one of the most numerous that was ever 
made by any private person before the art of 
printing was invented. 

The memory of Geta was so odious to his bro.- hc-fiairragotafs 
thcr, that he vented his rage even upon the stones th, mow-
that had supported the statues of that untbrtu-rigfi oliii.a 
nate prince. 	He incited down the money thatbm..irat. 
bore the impression of his efligy ; abolished the "

i
i
s
'.'1

71
'. 
6
...rH.  

festivals that were celebrated on his birth-day, and p  
affected to single out that day fin. the blackest of 
his crimes. 	No one was allowed to pronounce or 
write his name. The poets did not dare to use it 
in their comedies, in which it had till then been 
common, as appears from Terence. 	The wills in 
which any legacies had been left him were annul-
led, and the i.tfects of the testators confiscated. 

Yet, by a turn of mind which seems quite inex- ni„n... 
plicable, unless it be that guilt is always inconsist- tuml, mm:cs at' 
ent, and full of contradictions, 	Catacalla 	put 	to ivinon,e. 
death several of those who had been concerned in •Y'ir".a• 
the murder of his brother. 	La us, who had en-
couraged him to commit that execrable deed, was 
the very first that was ptini,hed of there malefikc- 
tors ; 	taracalla ordering him to drink poison 
The tyrant himself often wept for the death of 
Geta. 	Remorse for his part icicle tormented him 
all his life. 	Ile endeavoured to appease his rest- nio.t.S71 
Je.s conscience by magic sacrificeq, and tried to 
call up the ghosts of Seyerus and Commodus. 

To divert his gloomily thoughts to other objeCtS, G Imes and 
soon 	after the commission of his crime, he gave .:,1.1,7:1;•:,:,' 
games and shc‘is : but this remedy was of little 
effect, his  unca,ine:s of mind lasting as long

i
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lived. 	Even during the performance of those 
very games he gave fresh proofs of the savage na- 
ture of his soul. 	He feasted his eyes greedily 
with the sight of the blood of the gladiators, and 
forced one of them, whose name was Bato, to 
fight three times in one day against three difre, 
rent adversaries, the last of which conquered and 
killed him. 	To the same time, perhaps, belongs 

Pap 871, the death of a flunous charioteer, who, after ha-
ving won seven hundred and eighty-two racesin the 
circus, and as many crowns which were the reward 
of the victor, a thing no one had ever done be-
fore, was killed by order of Caracalla, because he 
vented his fury against the whole people. 	A 
the prince favoured. 	For a similar cause, he 

. vented his fury against the whole people. 	A 
great number of the spectators of a race in the 
circus, having one day ridiculed and hissed a 
driver who was a favourite with Caracalla, the 
emperor thought himself insulted, and thereupon 
sent for a party of troops, whom he ordered to 
seize and kill the delinquents. 	As it was not 
possible to distinguish Them from those that had 
been quiet, the soldiers always fond of plunder 
and violence, attacked all the spectators indiscri-
minately, killed stveral of them, and made those 
they spa) cil pay them leindsomely for their lives. 

riv be ,Tie This prince was a second Caligula, by his fu- 
luukutl 
upon as a 
4,,,,,,,ti ca- 
tizula. 

rics, by his violent caprices, by his contempt of all 
laws and of all decency, by his hatred of the se-
nate, by his rapine and prodigality, and, lastly, by 
his frenzy : tiff his reason was quite gone, and the 
disorder of his mind 	was so visible, that none 
doubted the tact, though sonic were puzzled to 
find out the cause, and idly imputed it to enchant-
ments practised against him by the barbarians, in 
whose country he had been, to make war, as we 
shall soon relate. 

It is a misfortune, to have such a monster to dcw 
scribe; but 	historian does not make his own sub- 
ject; and bcsides,these kind of examples, in which 

vir; 
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-ace united with power renders wretched him who 
commands as well as those that obey, are very fit 
to undeceive us with regard to that admiration 
with which we naturally look upon grandeur, and 
to that false notion of happiness which we gene-
rally tack to it. 

I have not yet related all the instances of Cara- Othcr hi-, 
calla's cruelty. 	He praised incessantly Tiberiusl'irgicrueici'y. 
and Sylla ; all whose vices he really had, but sort ea- 
without any mixture of any of those qualities for' 	 t 1  4' 
which they were valued in some respects. In par- 	5* 
ticular, he imitated the malice of Tiberius, in turn-
ing into crimes against the state, the least want of 
reverence for his statues, or whatever else repre-
sented him. A young itoman knight was actuallybrim as.. 
imprisoned, and would have been put to death it" 
Caracalla had lived a little longer, only for going 
into a place of debauchery with a ring upon his 
finger on which the head of the emperor was en- 
Traved. 

His inhumanity went so far as to forbid the bu-
rial of several illustrious persons whom he had put 
to death. 	On the other hand, he revered the 
tomb of Sylla, and ordered it to be rebuilt. 

No service (lone him ever appeased his rage.sp.I. (,.. 
The very persons who had taken care of him dur-' 6.  
ing a great fit of sickness which he had, were re-
warded with death. 

He never loved any one, and his greatest de- Di,,, 

monstrations of friendship were generally sure 
signs of implacable hatred. 	Those whose blood 
he retrained from shedding publicly, he found 
means to get destroyed privately, under pretence 
of placing them in more honourable stations. He 
sent them to govern provinces, the climates of 
which he knew would not only disagree with their 
constitutions, but 	prove 	fatal 	to 	them, 	either 
through their great heat, or excessive cold. 

The dreadful! qualities of poison were well known ii;. y:  
to him. 	lie is accused of having kept by him vast- a  "IL  

quantities 
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quantities of various kinds, and, if we may'gWe 
credit to the testimony of his murderer Macrimis, 
there was fbund in his possession, at the time of 
his death, as much as amounted to the value of 

' UT7'ards tbirty* millions of sesterces. . f 
Li r r 000. 	He received greedily, and even encouraged all 

sorts of accusations ; an evil always detested, but 
always practised. As this was a sure way to please 
him, all sorts of persons; Roman knights, sena-
tors, ladies of quality, took up that odious trade. 
A wicked prince renders wickedness common 
amongst his subjects. 

Frorn.lous 	Caracalla's rapines and extortions equalled his 
' r"us cruelties ; his only study during his whole reign and 

piney. 	being how to harrass and oppress his people. For 
DM. le 	his pretended victories, of which we shall soon 1....V.X VII, 

shew the just value, he exacted vast sums, to buy, 
said he, crowns fur his conquests, according to a 
custom, or rather an abuse which the good em- 
perors had always taken care to moderate. 	He 
obliged the provinces to furnish, gratis, all the 
provisions necessary for the subsistence of his ar-
mies ; and formed of those stores such immense 
magazines, that he likewise got a great deal of 
money by selling what was superfluous. He often 
disguised 	his extortions under the name of pre- 
sents, which he exacted, not only from the cities 
of the empire, but from such of his subjects as were 
thought to be rich. He invented new taxes and im-
posts, and increased the old ones. Thus, instead of 
the twentieth penny which had beenlevied upon the 
price of all manumitted slaves, and upon all testa-
mentary inheritances,he establishedthe tenth pen-
ny; revoking and annulling all exemptions from 
this tax, which his predecessors had often granted 
in cases that seemed to require a mitigation of it. 
The senators, in particular, were those he studied 
inoq to ruin. When he left Rome, says the histo-
rian Dion Cassius, in order to proceed upon his 
trawls and military expeditions, we were forced 

to 
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to 'build him, at our own expcnce, on all the mails 
through which he possibly might pass, magnifi-
cent houses>  furnished with all things necessary 
for his reception ; though most of them remained 
useless, and he did not so much as sec several of 
the rest. 	In the cities where he declared his in-
tention of taking up his winter-quarters, we were 
obliged to build him amphitheatres for the tights 
of wild beasts, circuses for the chariot-raccs : and 
these edifices., which had cost us vast sums, were 
immediately pulled down ; so that no doubt could 
remain but that his design was to exhaust our for-
tunes by the exorbitant expences he compelled 
us to be at. 

By these vexations of every kind he utterly ruin:- 
ed the cities and the provinces, the great and the 
small ; nor indeed did he at all conceal his design 
of making himself master of every thing. 	" I am 
" resolved, said he, that no man in the universe 
44  shall have any money, but myself: I will have 
“ it all, to give it to my soldiers." 	His mother, 
one day, expostulated with him concerning this 
tyranny, representing to him that there was no 
longer any method left, just or unjust, odious or 
tolerable, by which money could be raised. " Do 
e". not be afraid of that, mother, answered he, lay- 
" ing his hand upon his sword ; as long as I have 
" this instrument, money will not be wanting." 

The chief use he made of these sums, drained "! Prai-
out of the blood of the people, was to distribute ;';•i °̀  
them among the soldiers, to gain their affectionlnY; 
It is said, that the additional pay which he granted 1,TxrIr. 
them, amounted to two hundred and eighty mil- & /: 
lions * of sesterces a year. 	He thought by this toil:SI-0'4'1H" 
becure to himself A safeguard against the hatred of 
the public; and, full of this idea, he once wrote to 
the senate in these terms: " I know that you dislike 
“ many things in me ; and therefOre it is that I 

" keep 

* A million and a half of our money 
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,c keep soldiers and armies, that I may safely de-
,, spise your vain censures." 

to flattu.- 	Flatterers had also a great share in his prodigal 
era ; 	donations. 	A million of sesterces was nothing 

Ivith him to reward a fulsome compliment that 
pleased him. 

and fir 	Horse-races, and fights of wild beasts, were an- 
games and other expence in which he knew no bounds. 	Be- /thews. 

sides the animals which he made the senators 
furnish at their own charge, he himself bought 
great numbers of all sorts, elephants, tygers, rhi- 
noceroses. 	Extreme in all things, and making 

n
elf 

o him- 	every other consideration give way to his perverse 
fought 

with wild  turn of mind, he exposed and prostituted his per- 
6.nts. mot son in these shameful combats; and it is observ- ran a 	the ed of him, that he killed an hundred boars in one 

day with his own hand. So far was he from being 
ashamed of driving chariots in the circus, that, on 
the contrary, he gloried in it, as imitating in that 
respect the sun. Ever attentive to his plan of ruin-
ing the rich, he fixed the expellee a the games 
upon some freed-man, or some wealthy senator, 
who, in return, had the honour of presiding at 
I hem. 	The emperor, dressed like a charioteer, 
in the livery of the blue faction, saluted the pre-
sident with his whip, and asked him for a few 
pieces of gold, like the meanest of those hirelings. 

lth eon-. 	Such were the inclinations of Caracalla, who, by 
ti,lt,nu,1 	a neces3ary consequence of that low, indecent taste, 
awl hi`,'tg.despised all that was worthy of esteem. Learning, 
""n"'• 	and men of k tt.L.r.:, were the object of his aversion 

and diNdnin i4'. 	lli., Caller had endeavoured to ac- 
compli,11 

e Philo,trattb (S'opb. //". :JO.) relates, that Pluliscus, *proles. 
soy at Athens. having chimed in that quality a right to certain 
exemption,, Csracalla condemned him, and pronounced his 
tic:LAI nce in the,(' conte,aptanni terms: 	" It is unt just that the 
" number c fthoie who ought to bear the public burden, should 
" be dimini,:hed for the sake of a few paltry declamations." 	I 
have nut taken notkii of this anecdote in my text, for two 
reabons; first, buy.m-,e it i4 not ill suited to the per,on of Phi-

likn n. 
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complish him by all the exercises that forni the 
body and the mind. 	The young prince learnt 
extremely well to ride, fence, wrestle, and swim : 
but in polite literature, or philosophy, he made 
no progress ; and even the little that had been 
forced into hint by mere dint of labour, he after-
wards forgot so entirely, that he seemed never to 
have heard even the name of any one of the sci- 
ences. 	This was not owing to any want of natu- 
ral parts ; for his conception was quick, and his 
expression easy. 	His high birth, his having been 
surrounded from his infancy by all the noblest and 
most polite in Rome, and a certain confidence in 
himself which never cramped any one of his re-
flectirms ; all this furnished hint with words, ge- 
nerally well enough chosen. 	Labour and study 
had no share in it. 

A prince of this disposition could not be fond Hio el.doin 
of the function ofadministering justice, which the utZ17.. 
good and wise emperors, and even the not ex.uce. pis. 
timely bad ones, such as his fitther Seven's, had guqfu

r
l . infinne 	in 

applied themselves to with great care and assidu-whieh he.  
ity. 	Caracalla seldom judged any causes ; 	and ,1‘.",„'`,',d,',"' 
when he did, it was in such a manner as proved 
excessively disgustful and mortifying to his asses- 
sors. 	Dion Cassius, who had frequently experi-
enced this disagreeable treatment, speaks as tbl- 
lows upon this snbject. 	" He sent us notice, 
" says that historian, that he would hear causes, 
" or hold a council early in the morning. 	We 
" failed not to be punctual to his orders ; hut lie 
" made us wait until afternoon, and sometimes 
" till the evening. 	We waited without doors, not 
" being permitted to go even into the anti-chain- 
" hers. 	At length we were called in, to do scarce 

" any 

flips whose talent was rather to talk too much, Own to,peak 
well ; and :4 econdly, became the !irk ileg,e now retbhed to Phili,.-
ells, was soon after granted by Caraealla to one Philwaratos of 
Lenmos, who probably de,vil ed it bett(r. 	I ho; evt r. it is not 
the le.s certain, according to the testimony oil >ion Cassius, that 
this emperor held men of learning in contempt. 

VOL, VIII. 	N 
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4‘ any business at all ; and at last he got-a habit 
" of frequently sending us away, without our ha- 
" vino so much as saluted him. 	Whilst we were 
" thus losing our time in waiting to no purpose, 
64  the prince who had ordered us to attend, was 
" amusing himself with trifles : he was driving 
" a chariot, fighting with wild beasts, or with a 
" gladiator, drinking or already drunk. 	Dishes 
" of meat and great vessels of wine passed before 
" our eyes for the use of his guards. 	He took a 
" pleasure in insulting us, by wearying and fati, 
" piing us." 

I,ri,,  isqui- 	Caracalla was not more averse to the 
^ tireness. 	 .

proper 
S 'Mien+ 	cares of government, than he was curious to 
employed know every little private transaction, with which 
?I'''", j" 	he had 	no 	sort of business. 	Accounts Ivere 
per, to, to 	brought him of every thing that passed, even of 
"'10"m the most minute and trivial afliiirs. 	Soldiers were an ao•ount 
of all that posted all over the city, to see, hear, and bring 
paved. 	him an account of what every one said or did ; 

exercising, by that means, a most irksome tyran-
ny over the citizens ; and that they might not be 
controled in their odious office, the emperor re- 
served to himself the sole power of punishing 
them. 

11,, mini - 	It was in such that men he reposed his confidence. 
'''''1"." }Fain,  • 11 goodmen,he would employ none but. froin 	• 	, .1,   
anifing thebad. 	Dion Casiins mentions an 	eunuch called 
wilc't of 	Sempronius Rufus, by birth a Spaniard, and by tan. 

profession a poisoner and empiric, who had been 
bankhed for his crimes by Severus, but was put 
at the head of afliiirs by Caracalla. 

Theocritus, the son of a slave, covered with 
shame and infamy from his earliest years, had been 
dancing-master to the princes, Severus's sons.— 
Ile dues not seem to have succeeded much, even 
iii that proression : for upon 	his attempting to 
dance on the Roman stage, he was hissed, and 
obliged to gu to Lyons to divert the province.— 
Yet this very man, from a t.lave uud a dancer, be- 

ckon', 
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came, by Caracalla's own choice, general of an 
army and priutorian prefect. 	He abused his for-
tune with all the insolence of a mean upstart.— 
He was a robber, and cruel. 	Among other illus-
trious persons whom he put to death, Dion Cas-
sius mentions Flavius Titianus, who, whilst prx-
feet of Egypt, had the misfortune to displease 
Theocritus. 	This last, in a violent passion, jump-
ed down from his tribunal with his drawn sword 
in his hand. 	" There," said Titianus coolly, " is 
-" a (lancer's leap." 	Theocritus enraged at this 
sarcasm, ordered Titianus to be murdered that 
instant. 
• Epagathus, one of the freed-men of the Caesars, 
had not less power, nor did he use it less tyranni-
cally, than Theocritus. 

Pandion, once a groom to the jockeys of the 
circus, had risen to the honour of driving the em-
peror's chariot in a war against the barbarians of 
Germany. 	In consequence of this employment, 
Caracalla was not ashamed to call him his friend, 
and the companion of his military labours, in a 
letter to the senate. 	He acknowledged that he 
owed his life to him, as having been extricated 
from a great danger by his address. 	He ranked 
him above the soldiers, to whom he always gave 
the preference before the senators. 

I have already said that this prince, so detesta- 1.fis !lebau- 
We in all respects, plunged into every excess ofde- l'olenren. 
baucherv. 	But what is something extraordinary;nn afrar 
especially, in him, is, that whilst he himself was 	 	.. zue°. t.r pu- 
setting the worst of examples by his own conduct, rity of 
encouraging and fomenting public licentiousness 
un many occasions, he at the same time, of 
an extraordinary zeal fur purity of manners. 	lle 
punished adultery with death. 	lie condemned 
four vestals, one of whom, named aitalia Leta, 
he had endeavoured to debauch. She was buried 
alive with two of her companions, Aurelia Severn 
and Pouipunia patina. 	The fourth, w how name 

2 	 wto 
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was Lanutia Crescentina, prevented the . exectr; 
tion of the dreadful sentence pronounced against 
her, by throwing herself headlong down upon the 
pavement, from the fol.) Of the house. 

Wetended 
zoil for 

It was not only a zeal fOr chastity, but also for 
religion, that Caraealla pretended to in the cruel- 

religi99,  ties he exercised upon these probably innocent 21CCOMpa-
tiled with a vestals. 	Ile wanted to pass for the Most reli- 
lo 
we and ju- 
(lids' As- 

iveoftna- g'oils of men ; and this justice must be done him, 
notwithstanding all his crimes, that he forbid any 

troiTY. one to Fall him by the names of the divinities he Spar/. Ca. 
rat. 6, 
tliv. 

worshipped. 	But this pretended piety towards 
his gods, was mixed with a love of magic, and an 
esteem for magicians ; to Which was owing his 
great regard fOr Apollonins Tyanaus. 	Ile like- 
wise applied himself to judicial astrology. 	Get- 
ting the horoscopes of the chief citizens of the 
state, he pretended to judge, by that most deceit-
fill means, which of them loved, and which hated 
him : so that what he imagined he read in the 
stars, determined on one hand his favours and af-
fection, and on the other his dislike and the pu- 
nishments consequent thereto. 	At the 	same 
time he strictly forbid his subjects to practise any 
kind of superstition ; and some were even put 
to death in his reign fOr wearing round their 
necks a charm against the ague. 

forpetugl Ilis actions and his words never once agreed. 
" "I rUlie' 
lion ,,, 
twee)) hi, 

Ile called himself a frugal man, who was satisfied 
with the plainest and most common things : but 

word" aid 
hi 	ad ions. 
s,,,,,./. 	(,r. 

in reality he loved wine and good eating. 	The 
provinces and private persons were obliged to 

„-. 41• thrnish for his table all the rarities that the earth Div. and sea produced : but even then he knew not 
how to make a right use of them ; for he feasted 
on what vas sent him, not with the senators and 
great men of the republic, but with freed-men. 

He praisLd without ceasing the generosity ofthe 
ancient Fabric ins, who informed Pyrrhus of the 
treachery of his physician: and at the same time he 

prided 
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prided himself upon his having bred an enmity and 
a war between the Vandals and the Alarcomanni, 
who before were friends ; and allaying made him-
self master, certainly by treachery, of the person of 
Gaiobomarus king of the Quadi, whom he ordered 
to be tried according to the ibrms oflaw,and whom 
he condemned to die with several of his officers. 

He had killed his brother: and yet, during his 
war with the Partbians, who had then for their 
kings two brothers who seldom agreed, he told 
the senate, in one of his letters, that the empire 
of the Parthians was threatened with great evils, 
on account of the disagreement of the two bro-
thers who governed it. 

At the head of his armies he affected to live 
like a soldier, to share the fatigues and exercises of 
the troops, to be content with the most homely 
diet, to refrain from bathing, and to make long 
marches on foot. 	But in all this there was a great 
deal of vain boasting. 	He secured his body care- 
fully against both heat and cold, and wore a tine 
light vest, which looked like a cuirass, but bad 
none of the inconveniencies of armour. 

All was false in him : even his coin was deceit- The l ur- 
• ful and base. 	Ile gave us, says 	Dion 	Cassius rent Cf. ii,ly 

gilded lead for silver, and copper fbr gold ; keep- da,,,,a. 
ing his real gold and silver fbr the barbarians of 
whom lie purchased peace. 

In one thing, however, he did not dissemble : He attacks 
that was, in his hatred of the senate and Roman tl'el "e  and the people, which lie never once disguised : madder in 1,,„0,,,ith 
that respect than even Caligula, who, knowing that vioit ie"1  iii-
he deserved the detestation of the senators, endea..,;;,rt. (•,. 
voured at least to gain the afThetion of the multi-**. 4. 
tilde. 	Caracalla attacked both orders, that is 'to 
say, the whole nation, with harsh and arrogant 
invectives, which he published either in the limn 
of edicts, or by way or harangues. 	All his trust 
was in the soldiery, by whose hands he perished. 

From 
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From this sketch of the character of Caracalla 
it appears, that he was a compound of vices which 
he sheaved because he took them for virtues, 'and 
of appearances of virtues which he affected, but 
through which vice was easily discerned. 

Ile would 
not be ad- 
vised 
any one 

by 
. 

No remedy could be found for all these evils, 
nor could the wrong way of thinking of this prince 
ever be set right, because he took counsel of none 

Din. OP. 
Val. but himself; thinking no other so wise, nor any 

one else so powerful. 	He even envied those in 
whom he saw the least superiority of understand-
ing, and, flu- from consulting them, studied only 
how to bring about their ruin. 

Hpermt3 ' 	Yet it was this emperor who rendered the rights 
the rights 
of ltrirnim 
citizens to 

and privileges of the Roman citizens common to all 
the inhabitants of the empire. The policy of Rome 

311  tile   habitants 
of the ern- 

varied greatly in this respect, at different times. 
Romulus, its founder, was very liberal of the rights 

Pim of citizens, and gave them to almost all the petty 
nations that he conquered. His reason for so doing 
is very evident. 	He strengthened an infant-state, 
by changing into citizens of his own town all 
those who at first had been its enemies. 

When the republic was become flourishing, and 
the qualityof Roman citizen began, in consequence 
thereof, to give a pre-eminence, distinctions, and 
privileges, not only honourable hut useful, the 
Romans grew extremely jealous of this title, and 
granted it no longer except on very extraordinary 
occasions. 	The people of Italy never could ob- 
tain a voluntary grant of it, but were forced to 
extort it by a bloody war, which brought Rome 
to the very brink of ruin. 

The first emperors, Ai.r.;iistir; and Tiberius, wero 
equally sparing of this honour, mul judging it ne- 
cessary in onler to maintain 	flit. 	dignity- 	of tilt 
Roman name, to avoid multiply in;; the number 
S those that bore it. 

Th 

   
  



Deft XXIII.) 	CARACALLA. 	 i ‘1.3 

The weakness of Claudius began first to relax the 
bonds of this rigid policy. Under that easy prince, 
money did every thing. 	Messalina and the freed- 
men sold the title and rights of citizen of Rome, 
and all other advantages, to whoever pleased to 
become a purchaser. 	The transalpine Gauls ob- 
tained also. of the indulgent Claudius an entrance 
into the senate, and admission to the highest 
posts in the empire. 	The door thus opened was . 	. 
never after shut : concessions multiplied beyond 
number, especially after Rome was governed by 
princes, who not only did not belong to its ancient 
nobility, but. were not even of Italian blood. 	Em- 
perors * of Spanish, Gaulish, or African birth or 
origin, could not, with any grace, refuse to extend 
a privilege which they themselves partook of', on-
ly through the facility with which it had been ex- 
tended by others. 	Then, not only individuals, 
but cities and whole provinces obtained the pri-
vileges of Roman citizens for all their inhabitants. 
The senate was filled with provincials. Rome fre-
quently had consuls who were born at Athens, in 
Bithynia, Syria, Africa, or any other part of the 
empire. 	But still the distinction between citizen 
and subject continued, until Caracalla abolished 
it by a solemn edict, as appears by the united tes-
timony of Dion Cassius and Ulpian. 

One may easily guess the specious pretences D:,,..:. 
which the emperor made use ofon this occasion. It:",',1),'f.,„;  
was a fine thing to unite all the people of the cm i..:. 113. 
Hire under one name, and to make Rome the 
common country of all the inhabitants of the uni- 
verse. 	His real motive, quite worthy of him, %%as 
the augmentation of his revenues. 	The citizens 

of 
* Traj in and Adrian were of Spanish extraction. 	The :in- 

vestors of Titus Antoninus were mai% es of \ ones in (maul 	.Se- 
%was was born at Leptis in Africa 	It is true, these emperors 
spring from Boman colonies, and were intitled to the right of 
citizens by their birth. 	But it 	is highly 	probable that they 
would have been puzzled to prove their descent front tip true 
It whapss tlitix aucvstvp. 
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of' Rome were subject to several taxes, which fo-
reigners did not pay : so that under colour of 
granting a favour and a privilege, Caracalla laid 
new  burdens upon all his subjects. 

It is a great problem, and past my abilities to 
solve, whether this step was in itself advantageous 
or Inland to the welfare of the state. 	Rome, by 
adopting for citizens all those that obeyed her, by 
entirely confounding the distinction of conquerors  • 
and conquered, furnished them all with common 
and equal motives of affection for her. 	She ap- 
propriated to herself all the virtue and all the me-
rit that sprang up within the bosom of her vast 
empire. 	But on the other hand, how much must 
her ancient maxims be altered by the mixture of 
the foreign maxims, and national prejudices, ne-
cessarily introduced by this countless number of 
new citizens ? Even their attachment to their com- 

,,' mon country, counterbalanced and divided in them 
by the love of their native soil, could not but be 
greatly weakened. 	Accordingly 	we find 	that 
Rome became indifThrent even to her emperors, 
I)ioclesian scarce ever saw that capital of the 
world during a reign of upwards of twenty years, 
but tb.ed his residence chiefly at Nicomedia ; and 
Constantine built a new imperial cit 	in  •  whic 
lie established his court. 

By Caracalla's edict of which 
speaking, all per Eons of free condition acquired 
the rOtts and plivileges of citizens of Rome, awl 
there were no longer in the empire any people 
but lionians. 	One would be apt to think that in 

,,,,,,,. c,_eowegitenee of this all distinctions of free 	cities 
'• ,- municipal tow ns, colonies, Lttin right, Italian rig 

on ,:,,lit to have disappeared : 	but yet we 	still 	ti 
0., , of:d! the' things in latftr times. The reas 

. 1 	I':,. the law of nature, the pi ior 	posses 
. xv:;v at one( 	to  a Ill' 1'. 	(*On  (  r  : 	but, if' 

•i ,  k overpowtiCd by iurcu, still salt 
SCI ,,- 
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les for a while to keep at least a part of his pos-
ession. 	As it is not my province to enter into a 
, iscussion of these matters, I shall drop them here, 

I have 	now remaining of Caracalla's life only 	

IF -, 

f, Iter referring the reader who may be curious to 
now more about them, to M. Spanheim's Disser-

:, tion on this edict of Caligula's, in Vol.. NI. of 
rcvius's Collection of Roman Antiquities. 

the account of his military exploits, in which we 
shall find at every' step fresh proofs of the insani- 
ty of his mind. 

The first strong symptom that he shewed of Hi,  extra 
this unhappy turn, was an extravagant ibmIness`:"ff"„ ni  
for Alexander the Great. 	From his infancy he Alexander. 
talked of nothing but the exploits of that lamous1)-"/  '''''' 
conqueror ; and during his whole life he pretend-,L 2. 
cd to take him for his model, copying him in what 
was most easy to imitate, his armour and his dress. 
if' he met with any sort of furniture, or any kind 
of' arms that was said to have belonged to Alex-
ander, Ile was sure to maLe it his own, as a fart her 

Iep towards resembling him. 	Among the statues 
..,Iiicli he erected to 	that prince, in all 	the cities 

of the empire, and particularly at Rome in the ca-
pitol and in all the temples, numbers had one side 
of the litce made to represent Alexander, and the 
other side was a profile of Caraealla. 	lie 	called 
him the Auguslus of 1/e East; and in one of his 
letters, he told the senate, that the soul of Alex-
ander hal passed into the body of Augustus, in 
order to make up by the longJite of this emperor, 
'ir the shortness of the time during which it had 
timatcd its first 	mansion. 	I do not know why 

did not assume to 	himself' the 	honour he as- 
ibeil to Augustus, who certainly did not pique 
msclf on being an A lox:Indef. 

'  Caracalla's affection'  kir 	A levinder was such, 

I

n  it he resolved to have a Macedonian phalanx : 
ul accordingly he formed a corps 	of sixteen 
ousand men, all natives of Macedonia, armed 

I
'  

imd 
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and disciplined after the manner of the ancient; 
Macedonians and commanded by officers who bore 
similar names to those that had served under A- 
lexander. 	Wherever he went, he carried with him 
a great number of elephants, to represent the con-
querors of India, Alexander and Bacchus. 

Whatever concerned Alexander, seemed of the 
highest importance to Caracalla. 	Re carried his 
zeal for his memory so far as to hate the Peripa-
teticians, because some people had suspected their 
master Aristotle of being an accomplice in the 
death of that prime, by giving him poison. 	The 
accusation itself was a downright calumny ; and 
s to the fact of Alexander's being poisoned, it is, 

to this hour, at least very doubtful. 	But Cara- 
calla thought otherwise ; and, in consequence of 
this notion, he not only wanted to burn all Aris-
totle's works, but, at the end of so many ages, 
rendered his disciples answerable for the pretend-
ed crime of their master, by retrenching the pen-
sions and other advantages which they enjoyed in 
the Alexandrian Nluszetun. 

On the other hand, he loved the Macedonians, 
and favoured them singularly. 	Observing, one 
day, a tribune mount his horse dexterously and 
nimbly, he asked him what countryman he was. 
" A :lacedoniati," answered the officer. 	" What 
" is your name ? 	Antigonus. 	And your lather's' 
" Ills name was Philip. 	That is sufficient," said 
the emperor, " 1 do not want to know any thing 
" more." Accordingly, upon this recommendation 
alone, he immediately promoted the Nlacedonian 
l)flicer in the army, and soon after ordered hint to 
sit in the senate, among the ancient pra.tors. 

Another time, a man who had been guilty of 
many crimes, but whose name was Alexander, was 
brought bclOre him to be tried. 	In the course of 
the pleading, the accuser, speaking of the crimi-
nal, loaded him with injurious epithets, and often 
“. oeated, the 1-eicl.cd 	 A!(',} an der, /11(:?•anaci. an  ent . - 

mg 
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my to the gods : upon which Caracalla, as much 
. offended as he himself had been insulted, inter-
rupting the pleader, said to him," If Alexander 
" does not protect you, you arc a ruined man." 

With this passionate fondness fbr Alexander,H,.,frea, 
Caracalla could not fail of wanting to be a soldier. m ixing  
But 

	

	 fZ it is not given to all to tread in the paths o I,V,..1 ';„ 
that hero. 	Caracalla was a soldier, but not a Esre. their mill. 

neral. 	He took ,delight in military exercises ;La:Ltd  
dressed and armed himself like the meanest of hisexere'LLP 
soldiers, mixed with them in their works, and 
lived upon the same food that they did. 	Hero- 

. dian says, he often ground with his own hands the 
corn that was necessary to make him bread, then 
kneaded the dough, baked it, and eat the fruit of 
his labour. 	Sometimes he carried upon his shoul- 
ders the standards of the legions, which, among 
the Romans, were very heavy. 	In all this, as I 
have observed after Dion Cassius, there was much 
more ostentation than reality ; for Caracalla knew 
perfectly well how to dazzle the eyes of the vul-
gar by appearances, whilst in fact he avoided real 
fatigue. 	But even supposing him to have acted 
sincerely in these matters, there is surely a wide 
difference between these low offices, and the su-
perior views, attentions, and knowledge requisite 
to conduct a war; things of which Caracalla had 
not the least idea. 	Ile thought himself' an .11ex- 
ander, because he worked in the trenches ; and 
imagined he could transport the virtues of the an-
cient Lacedemonians into himself and his army, 
by levying a cohort or two of troops in the coun- 
try of the Spartans. 	The. success was answerable 
to the .justness of the measures : ler we shall meet 
with few events that did not turn to his shame in 
all the wars he undertook, though his vanity matIc 
him endeavour to palm them upon the world for 
victories. 

He began his exprdit ions with visiting, or, more!nito Ars, 
properly, ravaging Gaul. 	.11I. de 'Ill Irmont places„„,? 	' co:- 
f 	 thi5nlit4  0 	C 
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c (niers 
there. 
z, 	. 5. 

this journey in the third year of his reign. 	His 
uneasiness and fickleness of mind, and still more 

4, It, 961, his remorse for his crimes, and especially Ibr the 
murder of his brother, did not suffer him to re- 
main quiet at Rome. 	He went into Narbonnese 
caul, and upon his arrival there ordered the pro- 
consul of that province to be put to death. 	He 
committed all sorts of violences, as well against 
the magistrates and officers, as against the people 
of Gaul : and notwithstanding some vain affecta-
tions of clemency, which were easily seen through, 
he appeared there what he really was, cruel, and 
a tyrant, and made every creature hate him. 

It seems probable that he returned to Rome 
either towards the end of this year, or in the be-
ginning of the next, and that he then brought 
with him the Caracalla, a gaulish dress, of which 
1 have spoken elsewhere. 

lie Irmo& He soon set out again, to make war in Ger- 
the luny, many beyond the Rhine. 	He there engaged the 
4111I  m"kes  war upon Omni*, a people but little known, and the Ale- 
the ( enni 
and Ale. 
1111:111111, 

nianni, of whom this is the first mention we find 
made in history. 

Dia. Caracalla first began to make them conspicuous, 
A. it. ""' by attacking them. 	He entered their territories 

as a friend and ally, and built in several parts of 
bi.., them fiwts and castles, to which he gave names 

borrowed from 	his own. 	These people, who 
were then barbarians, (lid not foresee the conse- 
quences of this novelty. 	1icveral of them took 
no notice of it, and others looked upon it only 
as an amusement that the Roman emperor had 
found 	out. 	Their 	tranquil 	indifference 	made 
(:aracalla 	de,pise 	them. 	Thinking 	he 	might 
signalize himself against them, without danger, 
by an act 41I.  perfidy, he assembled all their young 
men, Miler pittellee of taking them into his pay, 

and 

9 s ,p., , or the IcarnNi think we ought to read here in Dina 
0.•,ini +he (./ W, a onne hettvr klIONt n dadll dna uf the et Cm i ,  ' 
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ray,and ordered them to be massacred by his troops 
wiLli which he had taken care to surround them. 
Such was the gloriout, victory for which he took the 
surname of illanhilinicus. 	1-le himself was not a-
shamed to divulge his own infaml-, &daring pub-
licly that he had conquered by cunning a people 
whom it was not possible to subdue by force. 

The Cenni were not so easily mastered. 	In a 
battle which he had with them, they fitught with 
such fliry, that when wounded by the al tows of 
the Osrho&dans, of which there were several in 
Caracalla's army, they drew the shaft out of the 
wound with their teeth, that they might have their 
hands It liberty to continue the fight. They seem 
to have had the best of the day : but gold ren-
dered them tractable. The emperor offered them 
large sums, and they in return sold him the title 
of Victor, and permitted him to repass the Rhine, 
and retire in safety to the province which the Ro-
mans called Germany. 

We have not any connected or circumstantial 
account of these events, but only a tew extracts 
or fragments : so that it is necessary to endeavour 
to supply the want of ancient records, by conjec- 
tures. 	We must, for example, suppose that l a- 
racalla had, however, the advantage in some skir-
mishes, since •he carried away prisoners several of 
the wives ofthe Cenni * and Alemanni. 	It is well 
knowm, that among the German nations the wives 
followed their husbands when they went to war. 
These female prisoners slimed a courage as fero-rermett. 
cious as that of the men of their nation. The em- e""rareut the Ger. 
peror having left it to their option whether they 'min we. 
would be killed or sold, they prefei red death. Butme"• 
notwithstanding this they were sold as slaves : up-
on which almost all of them killed themselves, 

and 

' The text of Dion Cas,Jus says here the Catii ; but I follow 
tilt reading heforo adopted 
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and some of them killed their children at the 
same time. 	 , 

car,ettb., 	The only fruit that Caracalla reaped from his 
',1, 7e.P67,11.,„? German expedition, was the contempt of the bar-
riallS pia-- barians, who plainly saw, through all his pompous 
du--5  r 	boastings, the cowardice and perfidy of his soul. rac., 0-  
ti,c,,, 	This contempt for the Roman empire extended as 

far as the northern regions, and to the mouth of 
the Elbe. 	The people of those countries, greedy 
after money, and seeing that the example of the 
Cenni offered them an easy way ofgetting it, sent 
to ('aracalla, menacing him with war. 	He an- 
swered their deputies haughtily, but paid them 
down large sums : and the barbarians, on their 
side, readily over-looked his arrogant words, in 
consideration of the real gold with which he en-
riched them. 

tul ,..1 a 	Though he was thus despised and laughed at 
' tu 	by the Germans, yet he took a liking to them. 

mr,,  and Not satisfied with having attached them to him by 
hi, ;r dm,,, a treaty of alliance, he singled out of their nation 
"'"'“ 	the handsomest and bravest men he could find, to 

Iv his body guards ; renewing a custom establish-
ellf in the days of Augustus, but which seems to 
have been afterwards dropped. 	lie went even so 
far as to adopt their dress ; and openly professing 
a contempt of all decency, often quitted the coat 
of mail which the emperors wore in war, and ap- 
peareclin public dressed in a German garb. 	lie 
likewise wore a light coloured wig, made to imi-

u.. ludic, tate the hair of the Germans. 
L.. the low. 	From the borders of the Rhine ('aracalla march- . 
f, LIIIn 5iline ed to the Lower Danube, near which 	he met a 
sU ght ad- nation, until then hardly known, the Goths. Thi % ahtatres 
,ver the 	is the tit st mention 	that is made in the Roman 
'''''''' "1"ihistory of these barbarians, who had afterwards n ..ke 71l 
trout s• pith tne grcateq share of an y• people in the ruin of the 
'11° 1'4- 	Roman empire in the \Vest. 	The Romans then 

ifila 	I. 
/ L. it. 91,G. knew so little of the Goths, that they called them 
'''''' c„-(Yeti, limn the name of the ancient inhabitants of 

the 
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the country in which these new corners were now 
settled. 	They are said to have come orignrallv 
from Gothia,which still preserves their name, in 
Sweden ; to have settled, in their first migration, 
in Germany, not far from the Vistula, on the coast 
of the Baltic sea, where they were known by the 
name of Gothons, or Guttons ; and afterwards to 
have advanced from thence more and more to the 
south, until they at last came into, and took pos- 
session of; part of Dacia north 	 f the Danube, 
where Caracalla found them. 	Ile first tried thespart. c7. 
Roman arms against them, in some skirmishes and 7:1-.7. k 
slight engagements, in which the advantage is 
said to have-  been on his side ; but not such as to 
stop the formidable increase of power which those 
barbarians acquired soon after.  

In the same country Caracalla made an alliance rii,. :,,,, 
with the Dacians who had not yet submitted to the lx- •r"'• 
Romans, and received of them hostages for the 
performance of the conditions to which they obli-
ged themselves. 

From the banks of the Danube he passed intone p,..1 
Thrace, where he neither staid long, nor did any ;.1"::„... 
thing remarkable. 	I shall only observe, that th.e./1,1,4/. 
proximity of Macedonia roused and increased his 
madness to be thought another Alexander. 

Ile afterwards crossed the Hellespont, not with- no cr( 'SW 

out danger, being overtaken by a storm. 	.Arriv-st::,̀„1,42,1ii.' 
ing at Ilium, 	he visited 	the remains of that la-mt. Ilium. 
mous city ; 	and, without troubling his head about inii,::I .irl17iits 
the pretended affinity between the Romans and t”mt,  a 
the Trojans, full of martial ideas, he paid singular `,;!";I;.` 
honours to the memory of Achilles, the greatest r" S;•"' 
(Mealy of Troy. 	lie erected to him a statue ofic":1: ''•• 
bronze, offered libations and crowns of flowers 
capon his tomb, made his whole army perform justs 
awl tournaments to his honour, and gave his 
troops a considerable gratification fim so doing, as 
it he had rewarded them for some great exploit. 

The 
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The better to resemble Achilles, he would havO 
a Patroclus, whose funeral he might Celebrate up- 
on the spot. 	The death of Festus, his favourite 
freed-man, furnished him with the wished-for op-
portunity ; or, Which seems most probable in such 
a monster as Caracalla, he procured himself that 
opportunity at the expence of the life of Festus, 
whom he poisoned. 	No cost was spared to ren- 
der his obsequies extremely pompons. 	A fUneral 
pile was erected, upon which the dead body was 
laid, and sprinkled with the blood of all sorts of 
animals ; whilst Caracalla, with prayers and liba-
tions, invoked the winds, for what purpose I know 
not, since he had no voyage to make. 	That no- 
thing might be wanting to the ceremonial, he re-
solved to offer up a lock of his own hair : but as 
be was almost bald, the spectators could scarce 
ref .rain from laughing when they saw him rub his 
hand over his head, to lay hold of three or fbur 
hairs, which he cut ofr, and threw into the flames. 

At Pyrga- 	From Ilium he went to Pergamus, there to seek- 
;",;;;;',!":, 	in time temple of _Esculapius, 	health of body and 
1111. a' •Ii• 	of mind ; for both were greatly disordered. 	His 
tm,,, ur A.:,,,i , 	body 	laboured 	under various 	infirmities, 	some 
nii... to k inanifl_!st and known to all, others concealed. 	Ilis 
oak, I or 	mind was disturbed 	by frightfill vi-ions. 	He of- 1, t, t or- 
1 t, n1 or 	ten inwined that his Etther and brother pursued 
Innly mill 	him 	with 	naked 	swords 	in 	their 	hands. 	Ilk 
Ir. 	111111. 
it...1 a-crimes were his punishment, and, as we see, had 
st ri. a greater share in the insanity of his mind, than 

all the witchcraft. of the Germans, who boasted 
of having employed against him all their most 
poweiful soutileges. 	To wiLigate 	the.ic evils he 
had recourse to 	,Theulapins, who, we are told, 
revealed in dreams the remedies that would cure 
the 	',ick 	Per4on 	that applied to him. 	Caracalla 
had d a ant' enongh ; but his health continued 
just as it ‘‘a4 before. 	Ile then recurred to the o- 
racle ()I' Apollo, tm,1 to the god Serapis in Egypt; 
but all was in twin, 	Dion (_ assius is not surprized 

at. 
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at it, because he thinks the gods *. were less pleas-
ed with his offerings and sacrifices, than incensed 
against his criminal and impious designs and ac- 
tions, which rendered him unworthy to be heard. 	. 

Caracalla spent the winter at Nicomedia, where He spends 
he made great preparations for attacking the Par-tlit 

\!yinter 

Ohms and Armenians. 	Among other things hediat  rwre.  
ordered two huge machines to be built for thatto4n"g!br 
war, so large that they were obliged to be taken tricrt. 
to pieces before they could be put on board thetwans- Dio. lib. ships that were to convey them to Syria. 	LXXVII. 

He was still at Nicomedia on the fourth of A-
pril, the anniversary of his birth-day, which, as 
Dion Cassius observes, he celebrated in a manner 
ill becoming a ceremony of joy. 	He gave a fight 
of gladiators, to the usual horrors of which he 
added this farther circumstance of cruelty. One of 
the combatants, being conquered, begged his life 
of him. " Apply to your adversary,answered Cara- 
" calla; you are at his disposal; I cannot save you." 
The conqueror, who would perhaps have spared 
his prostrate antagonist, had it not been for this 
reply, tearing to displease the emperor by seeming 
more humane than him, killed his supplicating foe. 

After this, Caracalla set out for the war against itegoes in 
the Parthians, to which end he repaired to An-frIlile"ktig* 
tioch. 	His real motive for this war was no otherorthe Y4r. 

than a vain ambition to acquire the title of Par-ratit",":',,Tib; 
Mims, and to have an opportunity of boasting thatdm.N. 
he had subdued the East. 	As it was proper tonP,tb"" 
have sonic sort of pretence for what he was going %.31t. 967. 
to (10, for the Parthiaiis had no idea of attacking'''. 
him, he complained that their king sheltered in 
his territories Tiridates and Antiochus, two frigi- 
tives of importance, w ho ought to be delivered 

Up 

1  Moirt rag c;,49nag;‘, pnrt 	rail .9v7urtl, Cgi),Ati Tae131VAII:g•ggrrit FCX$ 

ggf ticeittcrir atirii 2-1:;1 xei, 1)iU. up. V ed. p. 7,53. 
\ or.. VIII. 	(.1 
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up to him. 	We know little of Tiridates, and no. 
t hin y• at all ()I' his stol y, any farther' than that he 

;I,  
:seems to have been the son of Vologeses king oft 
Armenia, and that he was the person whom Ma- 
crinus re.cstablished on the throne of his father. i 
Ant iochns was an adventurer, a itative of Cilicia,  . 
who, at his first entrance, into life, set himself up 
tiur a cynic philosopher, in which capacity he was ,  
of some service to the emperors whom he accom- 

1  panic(' in their wars. 	In climates where the soi.. I  
diers were frozen with cold, and greatly discou- 
raged 	thereby, the 	cynic, inured to hardships,I 
rolled himself' in the snow, and 	by 	his example' 
roused the drooping courage of the troops. 	Seve.. 
fits, and even Caracalla, rewarded him amply for; 
his services. 	Ben:,   grown rich by this means, hel 
quitted the knapsack and stall' of Diogenes, and: 
his new fortune swelling his heart with pride, he, 
probably fin'n'ed some ambitious project, for the 
execution of which he joined with Tiridates. 	The 
success not answering their desires, they fled for, 
‘.1fety to the empire of the Parthian,:. 

'These were the two fugitives that Caracalla de-
loanded back, with great haughtiness, threatening 
war it* they were 	not delivered up to him. 	' I-Ie.; 
could not have  chosen a more proper time. 	The" 
Part Vial:.; had lately lost 1 heir king Vologeses, and 
1,is two sons were then 	disputing for the crown.i 
f his was consequently a favourable juncture to 
attack .an empire weakened 	by 	intestine 	broils.i 
Accordingly :1 rtabanes, who, either then, or very'! 
,t ,on after, copinered his brother, was intimidata 
ett ily the menaces of the 	1:0110111 enTeror, deli.' 
erect up Tiridates and Antiochtn, and 	thereby 

ubt.A:Aed pt..ne. 
Caracitila's 
pflrli t1' 	tit- 

1
,
itA

i,
b- 

gliwalr.:,kig 

	

:th!--:arii 	kilirr Of 	Edessa was 	in 	alliance 	Witi -, 
the 1ZoinaK, since, as I observed hobo C, we tind • . some  01 to e ()slim •Mans, his subjects, lighting in 

ornicesa. Caracalla's army ac'ainst the Germans. 	But no- 
°:r,htn" thing V1 4  sacred N% III t his perfidious emperor. 	Hu4, bjui  

4.e. invited At,,,,arus to conic to him at Antioch, and 
when 
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when lie had him in his power, he loaded him 
-. 	.. with chains. 	Osrho&ne, thus deprived of its king, 

was [breed to submit, and there is reason to think 
it then becaine a Roman province. 	Some diffi- 
culties, however, still remain 	with regard to this 
matter, concerning which the curious reader may 

 

consult M. de Tillemont. 
Ca.racalla treated the 	kin 	of Armenia in the  T;;,,,,,,, c,. 

- same manner as he had used the sovereign of Edes- ,.,
1'' sa. 	We have seeir that a Vologeses, son of Sarn)-1;; 1,1—  

truces, reigned in Armenia in the time of Si.wertm;ri.4-' t1;z,*,  - It may possibly be 	the same, who, having sonte,,i„.  
difference with his sons, was sent tbr by Caracalla, Th,,krikne-
under pretence of a reconciliation, which, as em-;;up ; ',.„th„. 
peror of the Romans, he undertook to mediate 
between them. 	The king of Armenia, mistrust- 
ing nothing, went to him with his sons, and they 
were all arrested prisoners. 	But Armenia was  a 
more powerful state than OsrlioAle, and not so 

ii  easily subjected to the yoke. The Armenians took 
up arms, to revenge their king and defond their 
liberty ; 	and the wretch Theoeritus, of whom I  • 
spoke before, being sent against them at t he head 
of an army, was defeated and repulsed with great 
loss : so that the only fruit which Caracalla reaped 
from his perfidy, was the shame he justly deserved, 
;writhe universal distrustof allmankind. 	But a soul 
like his was not capable offeelingsuch humiliations. 	, 

On the contrary, he prided himself on his sue- cinkat 
cess, and boasted of the t:itigucs he 11;1(1 midergone'n'.'tt,t,;: 
in so many wars 

	

	
i' 

; though at the same time he liad:ni k Wd 
never once stirred 	out 	of AnCioch, but had 	re-X11,10' a. 
unlined there wallowing- in all the pleasures of that 

. voluptuous City. 	lie  even 	took oce:Fion, from 
these pretended toils, to 	inveigh 	bitterly a.2:ain,t 

, the senate,to whom he wrote,as Caligula had done 
before, letters full ot'rvpr(laches, t:t 7, in ,,- the sena 
tors 

:  negligently, 
with leading idle 	fives, scarcely doing., (wen 	!i:i v 

the 	duties 	of 	th , sir 	easv 	tin.)etions, 
0 	 . 	' 	whil,..t 4 ' 
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whilst their emperor bid defiance to toils and dan-
gers, and laboured for their sakes in distant regions. 

oes to 	Caracalla was not satisfied with sheaving his per- 
un- 	fitly to fbreign kings and princes, but he likewise 

, where 
leni a exercised his odious talent upon his own subjects. 

dread- Even the profound veneration which he professed 
for the memory of Alexander the Great could not 

ibrad.screen the city of Alexandria, founded by that t. ca. 
u. conqueror, fiom the dreadful effects of his mean 

and cruel vengeance. 	It must indeed be owned 
that the Alexandrians, a fickle and sarcastic peo-
ple,  had provoked his anger by several bitter jokes. 
They loved, says Herodotus, to be merry " at the 
expellee of their princes ; and often ventured to 
lampoon them, wittily as they thought, but, in. e,  
reality, in such a manner as left a wound in the 
heart of the offended : for it is well known that 
no raillery cuts so deep as that which is founded 
on truth. 	Thus, alluding to the hatred of Eteo-
cles and Polynice, of which they had just seen a 

' 	similar instance in Caracalla and Geta, they gave 
Julia,_ the mother of these last, the name of Jocas- 
ta. 	They ridiculed the vanity of ( aracalla, who, 
small of stature, deformed, and destitute of every 
kind of military merit, compared himself on one 
hand to Achilles, the most comely as well as the 
most valiant of the Greeks ; and on the other to 

lexander, 	the 	greatest 	of heroes. 	Caracalla, 
made them repent the liberties they had taken ; 
and, determined to wash away their offence with 
their blood, he began with deceiving them. 

He gave out that he intended to visit the finest 
monumentthen existing of the glory ofAlexander, 
and to pay his personal homage to the god Serapis. 
The  Alexandrians, forgetting the reasons they had 

tv
;A 	 given 

4  . A TOiiltrrlar,lj t), 'rot 1171e;ZOPet; xr•AA•i xicedla pair gjrosi 	;mgr. 
.43•4ga 	:i 101( rX,6,0110' .70 ,yaic ToiONY XqiPt f4e1A190 001$ 1)417:0 
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given him to hate them, were proud of' the ho-
nour the emperor intended their city,and prepared 
themselves to receive him with joy and magnifi- 
cence. 	When he arrived, innumerable crowds 
went out to ilicci him. 	Concerts of music, 	illu- 
minations, 	perfumes, 	garlands 	of flowers, 	and 
crowns of gold, were lavished with profusion. 

Caracalla took care not to undeceive them. He 
went first to the temple of Scrapis, where he sa-
crificed whole hecatombs, and burnt a prodigious 
quantity of incense upon the altar. 	From thence 
he repaired to the tomb of Alexander, and pull- 
ing oil' Ins imperial 	robe, 	which 	was of purple, 
his belt enriched with precious stones, and the 
rings that were upon his fingers, be offered up all 
these ornaments to the hero, and laid them upon 
his coffin. 

All this specious show served only to conceal his 
black design ofextirpating the inhabitants of Alex-
andria. Though Dion Cassius and Herodian differ 
somewhat in their accounts of the manner in which 
he set about this horrid deed ; yet it is not impos-
sible to recoil( ile them, by making them help out 
each other. According to H crodian, Caracalla pre-
tended a desire to raise au Alexandrian phalanx, 
as he had already finnicil a Macedonian ; ati. I tin-
der that pretence, he a,sembled all the voting men 
of the city in a plain jie.t wit:tout the wa:ls, where• 
he made his troops surround and massacre them. 
Dion Cassius, who does not mention this slaugh- 
ter, says, that Caracalla first murdered the 	most 
eminent of the citizens, who had waited on 	him 
with all 	th it 	was 	most 	sacred in their religion, 
and whom he had received tavour.ddy, and even 
entertained at his own table. 	That his soldiers 
afterwards spread themselves all 	over the 	city, 
to which infinite numbers of strangers had resort- 
ed on this occasion, and 	killed, without 	distinc- 
tion, every person they lOund in the houses, into 
which all the people had been ordered to retire, 

whilst 
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whilst the troops took possession of the streets 
and squares. 	The slaughter was so great, and 
so much blood was shed, that ('aracalla, inacces- 

, 	sible as he was to all sense of shame or pity, did 
Tlot dare to tell,the senate the number of the slain. 
He only said, in his letter, that it was of little im-
portance to them to know the names or the num-
ber of those that had lost, their lives, since all of 
them deserved the same fate. 	The dead bodies 
were thrown in heaps into deep ditches, that they 
might not be counted, nor the greatness of this 
carnage be thoroughly known. 	Even some of 
those who had come with the emperor perished 
in this dreadful massacre, which lasted several 
days and nights, during which the rage and fury 
of the soldiers, the dark of night, and the ,resis- 

- 	'• 	tance of some of.the boldest of the Alexandrians, 
occasioned inexpressible confusion. 	The author 
of this bloody butchery beheld it, as an agreeable 
sight, from the top of the temple of Serapis, from 

_,•,' 	whence he sent orders from time to time to ani- 
mate   the cruelty of the assassins. 	He concluded 
this horrid tragedy in a manner worthy of himself, 
by consecrating in the temple of the god the dag- 
ger with which lie had killed his brother. 

We may easily judge that the,plundering of A-
lexandria   accompanied the massacre or its inha- 
ikns. 	Nothing was spared neither sacred or 

'  ramie, in the temples or the houses ; and Cara- 
calla, not yet satisfied 	even 	with 	these unparal- 
1(.11«1 ha i 1i:trifles, vented hi' implacable tiny upon 
the wretched remains of this, a few days betbre, 

.. 
	, 	so rich and populous city, by driving from 	it all 

!•11ang,i•rs, except merchants. 	lie 	abolished 	the 
4,0(  ieties 01 learned men, who were paid and main- 
tained in the museum ; 	and he separated the cliff= 
i'rent quarters of the 	city from 	each other by 0  van s  and towers, to prevent all communication 

,,,  iwcol  them. 

1

1 
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However, this desolation was but t't temporary 
evil : for Caracalla being killed shortly after, Alex-
andria recovered its splendour by its own resour-
ces, and soon became again the second city orate 
empire. 

It is odd that this cruel enemy of the Alexan.TheAkx. 
drians should be the first of the emperors who ad-and",t,";1  
nutted them into the Roman senate. 	Befbre Se- into the 
verus they had not even a senate-house in all their= 
city; and his son granted them entrance into 'the LL P. 133. 
senate of the capital. 	I have spoken elsewhere 
of Czerentis, who was the first Egyptian that was 
not only a senator, but consul of Rome. 

Caracalla's sole motive fbr going to Alexandria car:walla 
was to reek his horrid and perfidious vengeanced=d' 
upon that unfbrtunate city. 	He had not lost sight lingo the 
of his intended conquests in the East ; nor ofinak- 4ii!`,T,',1,rna  
ing war against the Parthians, with whom he had of the Mir.- 
jlIst concluded a peace. 	To bring about a fresh itil'iM, 
rupture, he resolved to demand the daughter ofrobs,,t,re. 
A rtabanes in marriage ; concluding within himself,:`7" the 
either that his proposal would 	be accepted, in Di

„
,. hr. 

which case he should lay a ibundation for a fu- fi',":1"- 
ture claim upon the empire of the Arsacithe ; orspui.e,-. 
that if it was rejected, he should be authorized to' 
revenge the affront by force ()farms. Though this 
projected marriage was equally contrary to the 
established customs of the Romans and to those 
of the Parthians, yet Herodian says that Arta- 
banes, 	after resisting Iiir sonic 	time, at 	length 
agreed to it. 	But I make no difficulty of prefer- 
ring, with 	M. de Tillemont, the 	testimony of 
Dion Cassms,who assures its, that the 	e king of th 
Parthians, seeing through the ambitious and onjust 
designs of Caracalla, persevered in retbsing an al-
liance of which he feared the consequences would 
be most fiital. 	He Way, however, greatly wanting 
In the precautions he shodid inp- c taken, and stir 
iered himselfto he surprized by Caracalla, who, re-
turning to Antioch, alter Navin;; prepared CVer.t, 

thin(; 
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thing necessary for his design, was at once ready 
to invade the territories of the Parthians. 

Pis trif 
ling ex-  Artabanes had not any troops assembled, and 
ploits. the Roman emperor met with no resistance. 	He 

ravaged the country, plundered the cities, of 
which number was Arbela, and, after over-run-
ing all Media, drew near the royal capital, where, 
like a dastardly enemy, he vented his fury even 
upon the dead, opening the tombs of the Arsaci-
dtv, and throwinc2; their ashes to the winds. 

Whilst he was thus mater of the lower parts 
of the country, the 	Parthians, retiring to their 
mountains beyond the Tigris, assembled their 
force, with design to take their revenge the next 
year : for they did not fear either the emperor or 
the Roman soldiers ; because they looked upon 
the former as a vain boaster who had no real cou-
rage ; and they knew that the latter were ener-
vated by voluptuousness, and corrupted by a li-
centiousness which rendered them more formida- 

He takes 
the sur. 

ble to their friends than to their enemies. 
Caracalla returned to Mesopotamia, proud of 

3.nfriveer  his feats, and boasting that he had conquered the 
"s' Parthians, whom he had not so much as seen. He 

wrote in this stile to the senate and Roman peo-o,  
pie, pretending that he had subdued all the East, 
and obliged every country beyond the Euphrates 
to acknowledge their laws. 	IIc had so little sense 
or judgment, that, in this very letter, he 	mixed 
with the pompous recital of his vast exploits, a 
circumstance the most pitiful that could possibly 
be imagined, saying, that a lion had come down 
from a mountain and fought for him. 	The sena- 
tors knew extremely well what to think ofthe con-
quests at their emperor; for the atThirs of princes 
cannot he 	concealed: but fear 	not permitting 
any one to op n his mouth, except to flatter, the 
honours 01 triumph, and 	the title 	of Patthicus, 
were decreed him. 

In 
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In the mean time Caracalla, being informed of 
the preparations making by Artabanes, disposed 
matters on his side to push on the war. 	But he 
was prevented by a viceent death, the just reward 	. 
of his crimes and tyranny. 	The author of hisMenr:rb, 
death was Alacrinus, one of his praetorian pm:- Caracalla • 
fects, whose hatred he had provoked by several a.(nidatalhiirsm. 

bitter words, 	and who, alarmed by an immineliti‘Qhaviour, 
danger impending over his own head, chose ra- c,",,:in 1,',V1  
they to kill the emperor, than be killed by him. 	i,i,;,. 

M. Opelius iviacrinus, whom we shall call only f,'"c•firZ4  
by the last of these names, was born at Caesareamurra.Pc. 4. 
in Mauritania, now Algier, of parents whose sta-
tion was so mean, that atter his rise, he was com-
pared to an ass which fortune had introduced in- 
to the palace. 	That he was of Moorish extrac- 
tion appeared from one of his ears being bored, 
according to the cu,tom of that nation. 	The 
means by which he rose above that obscurity to 
which his birth seemed to condemn him, was the 
study of the law. 	lie became a tolerable good 
civilian ; but, which was preti!rable to all science, 
be was incorruptibly just and honest. 	Some ver-e''r'411  
ses are ascribed to him which do him no honour 
as a poet. 	After passing through several of the 
lower employments, he became a pleader, and 
chancing to be concerned in a cause in which a 
friend of Plantianus's was one of the parties, in 
the time of Severus, he behaved so well that the 
minister took notice of him, and made him his 
steward. 	The fall of Plantianus seemed to de- 
feat the infant-hopes of Macrinus, and was very 
near proving fatal to him. 	However, his life was 
saved by means of Fabius Cilo, but he was ba- 
nished 	to 	Africa. 	During his 	stay 	there, 	he 
maintained himself by 	exercising at the 	same 
time the three prolessions of rhetorician, advo- 
cate, and civilian. 	At length he obtained lik par- 
don, and Serei its made hiin master of the impe- 
rial posts on the Haminian way. 	Ile received 

the 
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the golden ring and the title of Roman knight 
i.rom Caracalla ; was appointed intendant of part 
of the imperial demesnes ; then was made procu-
rator-fiscal ; and at last rose to the post of piTeto-
iian priefect, the highest and most powerful in 
the empire. 	The obscurity of his 	birth 	was 
doubtless a circumstance which 	recommended 
him to Caracalla, who, jealous and suspicious of 
every thing, was afraid to trust a person nobly 
born, with ally degree of power. 	Dion Cassius 
testifies, that in the discharge of the important 
oilicc of prietorian pnefect, in which both the ci-
vil and the military power were united, Maerinus 
behaved with honour, and sheaved a zeal for justice, 
at least in such of 	as were left wholly to his 
(l( eision. 

Ilis office obliged him to accompany the emper- 
or in his wars : and as lie had 	handled the pen 
more than the sword, he was the constant butt of 
Caracalla's jokes, who treated him as if he had 
been 	cowardly and effeminate, 	and preferred 
greatly before him, his 	colleague 	Adventus, a 
mall of no sort of education, illiterate, clownish, 
and, in his behaviour, still the common soldier, 
though he had risen to the high post of priutorian 
prtefect. 	Macrinus, 	on 	the contrary, loved to 
keep a good table, 	and dressed genteelly; by 
Nellie') he could not fail to displease an emperor 
who at1;•cted to imitate the vulgar, in his cloaths 
and diet. 	Caracalla theretbre hated and despised 
Maerinus, often threatened him with death, and 
endeavoured to lessen his power by removing 
flow him r.11 his creatures, under pretence of pre. 
lniug them to better employments. 	In short, 
Maerimis Plainly saw that he must inevitably pe-
rish, or niaLe himself emperor; when a new incl. 
dent,threatening  him with immediate destruction, 
determined hini not to defer matters alloy longer. 

( ar,lealla, always  uneacy, al \‘ays atilud of con-
spiracies, did not shut himself up in order to exa 
mine into and prevcnt them by such means as flir- 

t man prudence might suggest ; but had recourse to 
all 

   
  



BOOK XXIII.] 	CA1tACALLA. 	 203 

all sorts or divinations, auguries, inspection of the 
entrails of victims, witchcraft and enchantments; 
keeping about him to that end numbers of people 
who professed those lying arts, astrologers, divin-
ers, magicians ; though at the same time he did 
not readily believe them, in which indeed he was 
less to blame than in any other thing. 	He sus- 
pected that their answers, when he consulted them 
himself, might be dictated by flattery : and for that 
reason he charged Plavius :Maternianus, whom he 
had left at Rome at the head of affairs, and in 
whom he had the greatest confidence, to consult 
privately these foretellers of futurity, and to send 
him the result of their answers. 	Maternianus exe- 
cuted his commission ; and, whether he disliked 
Macrinus and would have been glad to ruin him, 
or whether this pra2torian prwfect had not kept his 
own thoughts so secret but that some part of them 
had transpired, the fact is, that Maternianus wrote 
the emperor word that Alacrinus aspired to the 
empire, and that it was necessary he should get 
rid (Whim as soon as possible. 

This intelligence, intended for Caracalla, fell 
into the hands of Macrinus. 	Dion Cassius and 
Herodian give different accounts of the manner in 
which this mistake happened. According to Dion, 
Caracalla had ordered that all dispatches directed 
to him, whilst he was with the arms., should be 
carried to the empress Julia, who remained at An- 
tioch. 	She opened them, selected those that were 
of consequence, and sent none else to her son. 
This neees,aril V occasioned some delay: and in the 
mean time Miterinns received a letter from a f*riend 
of his at Rome, informim,.. him of what Mat ernia- 
nns had written concerning him. 	Ilerodian im-
putes fo ca racalla himself the accident by which 
.:11acrinns discovered this affair. 	Ile says that time 
emperor, always intent upon his pleasures, was 
preparing to drive a chariot, and had already Put 
on the dres and lit :'ry of a charioteer, when a 

courier 
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courier presented him the packet in which Ma-
ternianus's letter wasinclosed. Caracalla would not 
delay his diversion, but, as he had frequently done 
before, gave the packet to Macrinus, bidding him 
examine it and tell him the contents. 	Thus the 
fatal letter fell into the hands of the very person 
against whom it was written ; and Macrinus was 
the less doubtful how he should act now, as, but 
a few days before, an Egyptian diviner had told 
Caracalla in express terms, that his life would be 
of short duration, and that Macrinus would suc- 
ceed him. 	The prmtorian priefect prevailed upon 
Caracalla to order the Egyptian to be thrown to 
the lions as an impostor : but still he did not doubt 
but that the prophecy had made an impression on 
the prince, and was very certain that death would 
he the infallible consequence the moment it should 
be confirmed by Maternianus's letter. 	He there-
fore had no remedy but by preventing Caracalla, 
and that he immediately resolved on. 	• 

Among the officers of the guard was a * cen-
turion called Martialis, who had always been at-
tached to Nlacrinus, and was at that time greatly 
dissatisfied with the emperor, who had put a bro-
ther of his to death upon an accusation destitute 
of. proof. 	Macrinus applied to this officer, re- 
minded him of the services he had done him, pro-
mised Ilion still greater, animated Iiiin to revenge 
the death of his brother, and persuaded him to 
kill Caracalla the moment an opportunity should 
offer. 	NI artialis engaged some of his companions 
in the plot, and the thing was executed in the fol-
lowing manner. 

4 'a 7ralla On the eighth of April, the emperor being at 
/1"I'Ll &art. Ca- rdes'i NO • — hehad spent the winter, resolved to ' 	•• , 	1, 	

!lit., 	 S' 

r v. 6, 1K 7. go to Carrblc, to offer up a sacrifice in the temple p , //co.'. of 

• Accordio 	to D;on CassinR, Martians was not an officer, 
and the rea,,on or him being disrttistied with Caracalla, wits. that. 
this prince bad n fwied hint the rank of centurion. 	The differ- 
-oeies of little consevencv. 
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of the Moon *. As the distance was pretty great, 
he did not think proper to fatigue his army by 
taking all his troops with him, but went with on- 
ly his horse-guards. 	Upon the road he had a call 
of nature, which obliged him to alight. 	Martia- 
ns, seizing this opportunity, when Caracalla was 
almost quite alone, gave him so well-aimed a stab 
with his dagger, that he dropt down dead upon 
the spot. 	The assassin fled ; but being known by 

' the bloody poignatd, which he imprudently kept 
in his hand, he was pursued and overtaken by 
some Scythians and Germans of the emperor's 
guard ; and some Roman officers, who probably 
were in the plot, running up, as if to his assist-
mice, killed him directly, doubtless in order to 
remove the proof of their being his accomplices. 

Thus perished Caracalla in the early flower of 
his age, having lived but twenty-nine years, of 
which he had reigned six years, two months and 
two days. 

History is full of examples of the instability oftll'ty"""r" 
all human things, and of the idle emptiness Dia hunum 
grandeur : but 1 do not know any one inoregr"Odeur wrempliti- 
striking than that of Severus and his tinnily.— ed by the 
:What could be more brilliant than the fortune of tt'Lntrse_ 
that prince, who, born in a middling or rather a.,•erus•sa. 
low station of life, attained the supreme power,rniT:'• 
triumphed over two formidable rivals, spread the 
terror of his name and arms from one extremity 
of the world to the other, and, after a reign of 
twenty years, left his throne to two sons of age 
to succeed him ? 

Could 

* The moon was honoured in this temple, and in someothers, 
as a god, and not as a goddess. 	It \ 4  J 	called tl t god Lanus. 
The people of this country said, thlt those who worshipped 
the moon tie a female di'. Mity, were governed by their wives ; 
and that, on the contrar), those who w ors hipped it as a male 
god, ruled their wk eh, find hail nothing to fear front them. 	A 
silly notion, though somewhat descriptise of the different con-
dition of wives in different countries ; *laves in the East, but 
free mina Olen ntistresies in the West. 
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Could the most boundless ambition 	vish for 
more ? Yet, not to speak of the perpetual uneasi-
ness, incessant fatigues, and dangers inseparable 
from power acquired-  by the sword, how much 
was all this prosperity embittered to Severus by 
the furious enmity of his t‘vo sons, which all Ins 
cares and efforts could neither lessen nor remove ? 
Alter his death, the besi, or rather the least bad 
of the two young prineee, was killed by his bro-
ther in the arms of lite mother of them both.— 
The other covered with crimes, a monster detest-
ed by heaven and by cai th,aftcr a A cry short reign, 
periihed by a domestic snare. 	Such was the end 
of this high fortune of Severus, so resplendent, 
and, in appearance, so solidly established. 

The fitte of the empress Julia was of apiece 
with that of her husband and her sons. 	Asso-
ciate of their grandeur, she shared their misery. 
We have already seen her, in the reign of Se% e- 
rus, persecuted, suspected, and forced to devote 
all her time to the study of literature and phi- 
losophy, to secure her peace, her quiet, and her 
life. 	The first fruit that she reaped from the ele-
vation of her sons to the throne, was the cruel 
murder of him she loved most, with whose love 
she was bathed, and whose death she did not dare 

Din. Herta. to weep (Or. 	Under her parr:wide son, she en- 
joyed some marks of distinction ; always a com- 
fort to an 	ambitious woman. 	Charged with an 
important part of the ministry, she had the satis-
faction of seeing the great men pay their court to 
her. 	Caracalla placed her name with his own at. 
I he' head of his letters to the senate and people.— 
But yet she had the grief to find her counsels 
she kited, her advice dkregarded, whenever she 
oftered them to her son to prevent his rushing on 
to ruin :, and his (heath plunged her into the bit- 
trrest Of wove. 	She hated him whilst he lived, 
bait regretted him when dead, because the loss of 
him deprived kr of her chief support, and expo-

sed 
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sett her to the danger of being again reduced to 
a private station. 	She gave herself up to the 
most violent transports of grief; beat her 	breast, 
and inveighed again ;t Macrius. 	But as soon as 
she fbund that the new emperor let her continue 
to enjoy the prcrogati‘ es and rank ofempress, that 
he neither retrenched her household, nor took a- 
-way her guards, and that he even wrote to her in 
respectild terms, she was cboiliutcd, 	her spirits 
returned, and 	lice ambition revived. 	Thinking 
herself not inferior to Semiramis or Nitocris, who 
bad fbnnerly reigned with glory in a country not 
far distant from that in which she was born, she 
conceived hopes of being able to do the sonic, 
and, with that view, began to tamper with the 
troops. 	Alacrinus being inibrined of it, ordered 
her to leave Antioch, and even, as some say, to 
kill herself: 	Certain it is, that her death, which 
happened soon after, was not natural ; and that 
Julia, the wife and mother of emperors, either in 
obedience to the command of 11lacrinns, or no.  longer  able to bear the racking pains of a cancer 
She had long had in her breast, and which she 
had perhaps inflamed by striking it in the height 
of her grief; starved herself to death ; thereby 
eompleating the 	disasters 	of Severus's 	family, 
and of all that belonged to it. F,d,,,,, 4. ,  ,,t, Detestable as Caracalla was in every respect,  he 11,,„4 ,,,,. 
seems to have been charged with even more crimes ,,,t,,i,.. 
than he really committed. 	Among these I reckon !:',1,:"rit i-il  
the pretended incest with 	his 	mother, of which,,, an, 	,. 
Spartian accuses him. 	It is trio. 	that 	this writer 	'(•!'i,',r:,̀1.1°I it.  
t hought Julia was only mother-in.(aw to (*aracalla, vp, t. ca-
who, according to him, was the son of Severus by ”1.• 10. 
a former wire. 	But in this he is contradicted by 
the testimony ofall historians : and tile accusation 
h in 	itself' so atrocious, that it requires a better 
authority than that of Spartian to render it at all 
probable. 

I do not know whether the (lame judgment ought M.. le . 
not to he fbrmed, of what Dion Civ.4iins tells us ofri,.`t.‘'il” 

certain 
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certain private interviews which Caracalla had fre-
quently with the ambassadors of the Scythians, 
Germans, and other barbarians. 	I can easily be- 
lieve that Caracalla might chuse from among 
those nations guards, in whom he had greater con- 
iidence than in the Roman soldiers. 	But can it' 
be conceived 	that in his conversations with the 
deputies of those barbarians, he should exhort 
them to fall upon Italy in case any accident hap-
pened to him, or encourage their natural fero-
city by giving them hopes, and telling them that 
the conquest of Rome would be very easy ? He 
could not have these conferences without the 
help of interpreters. 	But he took care, we are 
told, to have them killed the moment after. 	It 
must be then from the barbarians themselves, that 
Dion pretends to have learnt afterwards this odi-
ous anecdote, which has all the air of a ground- 
less report, adopted and propagated by the public 
hatred with which this prince was justly loaded. 

• Macrinus spread another report, which I men-
tioned before, and which seems equally impro- 
bable. 	Ile gave out that Caraealla had in his 
custody, at the time of his death, as much poison 
as cost him seven millions five hundred thousand 

*"Pti.ards drachms 4:. 	This is too much to be believed upon 
cp)(000,  the CIPdit or an cnemy ; nor can any thing be 

suspected less than an enormous exaggeration. 
We arc the more at liberty to doubt these stories, 

LB I find One or 1,11C same kind advanced by Dion 
Cassius and Spartian, contrary to the evidence of 
what is known to he tact. 	Dion says, that Cara,-
calla Jo,  t. the love of the Roman soldiers, by treat-
ing them less favourably than he did the Scythi- 
MIS and Germans, \‘ ho sen cd in his armies : and 

lInmik 	ht. 
i.,,,t by an 
but Ii,v101- 

Spartian asseu ts, that lie was hated byall his troops, 
except the pra.torians. 	'Yet the sequel will show 
how !midi his memory w as dear to all the sol- 
d A--er 	• - 	y 	Ile had but too well merited their affection. 

lie was hated and de kstud by all other men: and 
6i" lily. Y' alter his death, instead of continuing to be called 

by 
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by the venerable name of A ntoninus, which he had 
protimed, he was designated by his old name of 
Bassianus, or the nick-name of Caracalla ; or by 
that of Tarautas, a little, deformed, ugly gladia-
tor, remarkably fond of blood in the cruel exer-
cise of his horrid trade. 

This prince, odious and despicable as he was,workg . 
even beyond expression, embellished Rome, howq,Tels,:,̀W 
ever, with some superb edifices. 	We are told offistiod 
baths of his constructing, called, after his name,su_ j,71°.'ed. 
the Antonian baths, which surpassed all othersrac.9. 
for the beauty of their architecture : and near 
these baths he built a new street, one of the 
finest in 	Rome. 	He likewise built a portico, 
which he called the portico of Severus, adorned 
with representations of all his father's military ex-
ploits, and of the triumphs with which they had 
been crowned. 

He left a son worthy of him, if it be true, as rre,.issiad 
has been said, that he was the father of Helioga-= 
bales, who succeeded Alacrinus in the empire, ofrither of 

ngs- which he became the horror and reproach. 	b 
H
ahm 

Learning, which had declined for upwards ofan The G rec.': 
age, did not recover fresh vigour under a prineer= 
whose sole delight was in the exercises of theoaratalla's 
body.. 	However, it was not quite extinguished.=,. 
Besides Serenus Sammonicus, whom I mentioned 
before, this same reign produced Oppian, a Greek 
poet, born at Anazarba in Cilicia, of whom we 
have two poems, one upon Hunting, and the 
other upon Fishing. 	We arc told, that lie pre- 
sented both these works to Caraealla, who re-
warded him with as many pieces of gold as they 
contained lines. 	If' this be true, we may, by 
comparing the fortune of Oppian with that of' 
Homer, be more and more convinced that re-
wards are far from being always distributed ac- 
cording to merit. 	()Wan deserves great praise 
for his filial piety, if we may believe the author 

Vol,. VIII. 	P 	 of 
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of his life, who says, that upon the emperor's 
bidding him ask any favour he pleased, he only 
desired the pardon of his father, who had been 
banished long before by Severus. 	I wish this 
fact was supported by less disputable authority. 

Caracalla is said to have loved music ; and as 
a proof of it, he is said 	to have erected a mo- 
nument to the memory of Alesomedes, a lyric 
poet, of whom I have spoken elsewhere. 

PRINCIPAL 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OF 

MACRINUS. 
_......„ 

C. BRUTTIUS PRI:SENS. A. P.90. 
T. MEssius EXTRICATUS. A.'' 

	 17, 

Macrinus is elected emperor, on the eleventh 
of April, by the soldiery, who were ignorant of 
his having been concerned in the death of Cara- 
calla. 	. 

lle behaves in all things differently from 	that 
prince, whose memory he does not, however, dare 
to attack openly, for fear of irritating the soldiery. 

Ile writes to the senate, who readily acknow-
ledge him, and decree him all the titles of the 
imperial power. 

Ile creates his son 	Diadumenus, then 	nine 
years of' age, Crestir, and makes him take the 
name of Antoninus. 

The troops demand the deifying of Caracalla. 
Al acrintis agrees to it, and the senate decrees it. 

Infbrmers punished. 	Scheme fir abolishing all 
the particular edicts of the emperors, and for re-
ducing the Roman laws to their primitive state. 
• Macrinus detbated twice by Artabanes king of 

the Parthians, purchases peace of him. 
lie restores the crown of Armenia to Tiridates, 

who seems to have been the son of Vologeses, the 
last king of that country. 

He returns to Antioch where he spends the 
winter, and gives himself up to idleness and effe- 
minacy. 	lie endeavours to hide the meanness 
of his birth by an haughty behaviour. 	lie pro- 

..! 	 motes 
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motes to places and employments people not ca-
pable of managing them, and turns out several 
worthy men, whom he suspected on account of 
their abilities, and of their having been attached 
to Caracalla. 

A. R. 969. 	M. OPELIUS MACRIN US AUGUSTUS IL A. C. 2IS. 
• ADVENTUS. 

Macrinus had held the consulship during part 
of the last year, but only by subrogation. 	How-
ever, he reckoned it his first, though he had be-
fore been invested with the ornaments of consul, 
under Caracalla. 

Adventus, a rough unpolished soldier,, totally 
ignorant of all civil affairs, had been his colleague 
in the post of praetorian prlefect. ' 

The troops, dissatisfied with Macrinus, mur-
mur against him. 

Julia Mcrsa, sister to the empress Julia, takes 
advantage of this disposition of the soldiery, and 
raises to the emperor her grandson Heliogabalus, 
a youth of fourteen years of age ; making him 
pass for the son of Caracalla. 

He is proclaimed emperor by a legion encamp- 
ed near Emesa. 	His party soon grows numerous. 

.11Iacrinus gives his son the title of Augustus. 
A battle is fought near Antioch, on the seventh 

of June. 	Macrinus flies like a coward, and aban-
dons the victory to his rival. 

AtLempting to return to Rome, he is seized at 
Chalcedon, and carried back into Cappadocia, 
vi here, learning the death of his son, who bad 
been taken and killed, he throws himself out of 
his carriage, is considerably wounded by his fall, 
and is murdered. 	His head is carried to- Helio-
gabalus. 

SECT. 
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SECT. II. 

MACRINUS. 

Atacrinus causes himself to be elected emperor by the 
troops. 	The beginning of his reign promises well. 
Be acquaints the senate with his election, and  de- 
sires their colgirmation qfit. 	The senate, who de-
tested Caracalla, readily acknowledge Macrinus. 
The prictorian pro fret Adventus loaded with ho- 
nours, and removed from the army. 	His incapa- 
city for business. 	Diadumenus, son of Macrinus, 
created Cavar and named Antoninus. 	Caracalla 
ranked among the gods. 	Actions of Macrinus, by 
which he indisposed the senate against him. 	Ills 
respect Jim the laws. 	L'is conduct with regard to 
irgormers, mixed with justice and cautious circum- 
spection. 	His timidity in war. 	Trorsted twice by 
Artabancs, he purchases peace. 	lie ends the trou- 
bles of  Armenia /n g,ivin44 up (Toy thing  in  dis- 
pute. 	Ile returns 1,, Antioch, where lie gives him- 
self up to luxury and pleasure. 	Ills army inclined 
to revolt. 	Origin qf '.'ellogabalus. 	A  legion en- 
camped 	near 	mesa recrtves lam in 	its coli,,, 
and proclaims him emperor. 	A 	body of ti,,, p.,- 
sent against him by Alaerinus, goes over to ;;',,;. 
Macrinus gives his son the rank and title of  Au- 
gtistus. 	Lang-esses on tii..s occasion. 	I lc writes 
letters  of complaint to t Ir ,  senate and cili pruf et. 
lieliogabalus de dared a putlic enemy by the senate. 
Dante, in which Macrinus is conquered. 	Polies 
to Antioch, and from Thence crossing Asa 	llinor, 
is taken at Chaleedon. 	1 he death of Diadumenus 
and of ilacrinus. 	 frid;:ment C017CC111.11" A lat.71- 
nuv. 	his wife IV onia ('elsa laid the  title  of  Au- 
gusta. 

If. 
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Ntternws 
causeshint- Macrinus, after procuring the death of Cara- 
self to Le 

emperorbv some elected o 

IF 

• 
calla, had endeavoured to (rive the empire to 

one of' the 'most deserving and most emi- 
the troops. nent among the senators, he would, in the °pi- Diu. lib. 	. 
EX X vim 	non of Dion Cassius, have acquired infinite glo- 
P.  9.°5. 	ry. 	A conspiracy which was become necessary 

in order to secure his own life, would not then 
have been imputed to him as a crime; and all men 
would have thought themselves obliged to him 
for delivering them from a cruel tyrant. 	But am- 
bition was one of the motives that induced him to 
attempt the life of his emperor ; and he thereby 
lost all the merit of an action, which, according 
to the then prevailing way of thinking;, would 
have done him great honour ; and soon drew a 

Di,L ibia. 	bloody catastrophe upon himself and his son. 
p. 803. 	•  He carefUlly concealed at first both 	his con.. 894. He- 
7,4.1.1. cern in the murder of Caracalla, and his thoughts 
r"Pii• Ar.- of succeeding him. 	The tragical death of that 
f  rin, 	& 2,• 5,prince, beloved by the soldiers, excited through- 

out the whole army, grief; pity, and regret.— 
Macrinus, of 	more zeal than any other, * wept over the dead body of his master, caused 
the last honours to be ))aid him, and inclosing 
his ashes in an urn, sent them to the empress Ju- 
lia, who was then at Antioch, as I observed be- 
tOre. 	Whilst he seemed 	wholly taken up with 
these cares, he laboured privately to win the at: 
icetion of the troops, who were the more easily 
gained over to his views, as they did 	not in the 
least suspect his ha% ing been an 	accomplice in 
the death of C;n:aealia, hut thought the centurion 
Martians hurl Lilted him merely to revenge his 
own per/tonal injuries. 	It WaS not only with the 
troops 	iimm.diAtolv 	about 	him 	that 	NI aerinns 
tampered : hi.; emissaries did the same with those 
that were (paltered in different parts of Mesopo- 
tain i,1  ; 	and the:e intrigues lasted three days, iln- 
yill , 	‘k Inch 	the 	Roman 	empire 	was without a 
i ,,!iql. 	In the mean time Artabanes, king of the ,,,,  

Parthians, 
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Partliians, approached with a powerful army, and 
the situation of affairs required 	the utmost dis- 
patch. 	On the fourth day alter the death of Cara- 
calla, which was the 	eleventh of April, the sol- 
diers of the pretorian cohorts and those of the 
legions assembled in order to proceed to the elec-
tion of an emperor. 

Adventus, who was Macrinus's colleague in the 
office of prwtorian prefect, could have balanced 
the suffrages of the electors : 	at least he boasted 
that he could, and ventured to say to the soldiers ; 
" The empire is my clue, because I am an older 
" officer than my colleague. 	But I am too far ad- 
" vanced in years, and therefore give my preten- 
" sions up to him." 	Macrinus was accordingly 
elected, and after a feigned resistance, with which 
he endeavoured to colour over the irregularity of 
his proceedings, he consented to accept of the 
empire, and immediately rewarded the zeal of the 
troops with a donation. , 

The day of his election was the anniversary ofc.p..ii,:. 
that of the birth of Serails, whose name Maerniuscii". ii. 

, took, to cover the obscurity of his own origin, 
adding to it that of Patinas, which was revered 
by all lovers of virtue. 

That the soldiers might not be the only personsme  begin-
pleased with his elevation, and to give at once ani!Ig uf hi' reiga 
favourable ideaidea of his govermnent, he revoked all iiii..,..,, ,.....a. 
the condemnation; pronounced during the reign ,,,Di;:4::191,  
of his predecessor for pretended crimes of treason, 
and Iffhid prosecuting any accusations of that kind 

.1,  then depending. 	fie likewise abolished the ordi- 
. mince by which Caracalla had rai,cd the tax upon 

manumitted ,1:1yes and collateral inheritances to the 
tenth part of their value, instead of the twentieth 
that it was at betbre, and put those matters upon 
their ancient. footing. 	Ile stopped 	those odious 

A 

k 

vexations by which the people in general, 	 nd rich 
individuals in particular, had been harrassed and 
tormented 5 annulled the pensions granted  to tin-

descrvion. 
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deserving men, out of the public treasury; and 
seemed determined to be guided by maxims dia-
metrically opposite to those of his predecessor. 

, 	The public was likewise pleased with his 	. mo- Die it ss- desty, in forbidding any statue to be created to 
him of more than five pounds weight in silver, or 
three pounds in gold. 

Ile at- 	These actions recommended him strongly to 
traintsthethe senate, whom he acquainted with his promo- oenale 
with his 	tion by a judicious well wrote letter, in which he 
elec tion, 
and desires very modestly desired their confirmation of what 
their etin• the army had done for him ; promising that his 

rillatiuzi  government should be rather aristocratical than of 
/No. He- 	monarchical, that nothing should be done without 
ec" ca- their advice, and that the citizens should enjoy Tit. Macr. 	. 
4, 7. 	their rights, their fortunes, and their liberties. 

With regard to taracalla, he protested that he had 
no share in his death, but. avoided entering into 
the particulars of his conduct. 	Withheld on one 
hand by fear of the soldiery, and on the other by 
his own sentiments and interests, he neither said 
all the ill he thought of him, nor attempted to 
give him the least praise. 	Speaking of the Par- 
titian war, he was b..s, reserved ; because he knew 
the troops did not like it. 	He therefore boldly 
blamed that enterprize, and imputed it to the in. 
justice and breach 	of faith of his predecessor. 
Ile likewise complained that the pensions which 
Caracalla paid the barbarians amounted to exor-
bitant sums, equal to the expellee of maintaining 
all the Roman armies. 	As to the rest, he neither 
determined whether he ought to be declared a 
jeimblic enemy, or whether he should be ranked 
among the gods. 	lie would have been glad to 
see the senate stigmatize his memory, but was 
afraid to propose it. 

The 	tinte 	The senate granted Macrinus all that could sa- whnirtete+t- 	• 
cil Cara- 	tisfy his personal ambition. 	Not 	i thst an ding the 
"lb'. ma' obscurity of his birth, he was inrolled among the 
filly sc. 	 +,o-   
1,1,44 rige Patricians; all the 	titles of the imperial power 
Mactin ih were 
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were decreed him; and his son Diadumenus was 
declared Prince of the youth, and decorated with 
the name of Gesar. 	The senate would even have 
ordained, that the day of his accession to the em-
pire should be celebrated with feasts and chews : 
but he refused this compliment, saying, that that 
day was already sufficiently distinguished by the 
games which were given for the birth of Severus. 
The senate also decreed him the surnames of Pi-f,;;',„;',. th  
ous and Happy, which an almost established cus- 
tom had then rendered peculiar to the emperors. 
Macrinus accepted the last of these names, but 
would not take that of Pious, perhaps out of' re- 
spect fbr Titus Antoninus, whoI 	first bore it. 

I-e owed this ready completion of his wishes to 
the detestation with which every one hated Cara- 
calla. 	The senate made no scruple of declaring ecru. 
their sentiments in this respect, but explained "facr* 2.  
them with the greatest strength and clearness. 
" We would chuse," said they, " any man what- 
" ever, rather than the parricide we have just been 
" delivei ed from ; any, rather than a prince of 
c, such abominable morals ; any, rather than the 
" murderer of the senate and people." 	The fes- 
tivals instituted in honour of him were abolished ; Mt. 

his statues of gold and silver were ordered to be 
melted down ; the praises of Martians, the mur-
derer of Caracalla, were sounded with reiterated 
acLlainat ions, and a great stress wac laid upon the 
cooforaiiiy of his name with that of the god Afars, 
the Hither and founder of the Itoman nation. 	The 
conscript fathers did not, however,. dare to carry 
matters so fir as to declare Came:lila a public ene- 
my. 	The 	ti•ar of being massilered and cut, to 
pieces by the troops in i he city, stopped diem: 
and soon alter, a' we shall See; tlie same fear made 
them decree divine honours to the man they thus 
detested. 

One of Macrinus's first cares, a fier his beingThe rne. 
proclaimed and acknowledged emperor, was to re-tVtaTi..11E- 

move 
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`"-"(''' 	move his colleague Adventus, in whom he bad 
t
h
o

i
.
,
,
,
,,t,.:udr,,,itli suspected he should find 	a 	competitor. 	But he 

....1.- 	proceeded cautiously in 	this allitir, loading him moved 	with honours in order to get rid of him. 	He sent from the 
a' my. 	him to Rome with the ashes of the deceased M- 
D; 	ihea- lwi ty thr  peror, appointed him pra.4'ect of that city, and no- 
bumitiess• 	titillated him consul with himself for the following 
ACtril 5. 	year. 	This promotion of Adventus was extreme- 
/...:i.,.. 	ly displeasing to the public, not only on account 

of his being a man of no Emily, and a mere sol-
dier of fortune, but also because he seemed abso-
lutely incapable of the business he was charged 
with, being almost blind, through age; so igno-
rant that he knew not how to read ; and not only 
destitute of all experience in civil affairs, but 	to- 
tally unacquainted even with their first principles. 
Ile could not so much as pronounce a Speech of 
ibur lines : for which reason the day that the ce-
remony of his election to the consulate was per-
formed, he absented himself, under pretence of 
illness, because he knew he must otherwise be 
obliged to make a compliment of thanks. 	His 
incapacity soon obliged 	Macrinus to take the 
office of city pr:efect firom him ; and that post. was 
given to Marius Maximus, perhaps the saine who 
penned the lives of several of the empetors, often 
quoted by the writers of the livzantine history. 

1.h.td,,,,,.. 	1 said bcii 1,', I hat the title of Ca car was decreed 
\"1 .'i: :.iun'ui .:! by the senate to \I aerinus's son Diadumenus, who 
crt;t11.t.i I ce- ‘N aS then Ina in the ninth year of his age. 	His fa- 
..". "',"1 	therhad not waited ibr that deem cc to associate him oialltell All 
0111111115. 	to the 	honours 	of empire. 	Judging- 	that a ne- 

cessary pr&aution in order to establish Itis own in-
fant fortune, he hurried Diadumentis away from 
_Antioch to the army; and the troops who escorted 
hint proclaimed ItintOtwar upon the road, doubtless 
ill consequence olprivateordet s they had received. 

I.,, ; lid. 	But above all, Mauritius thought lie did a most 
1,  ,i• I, 4 ^. masterly thing, in giving his eon the name of Ap- 

ionitwo. 
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toninus. 	The last emperor had borne it • and it  '; 
was held in such veneration, that the soldiers, de-
spairing of success when they had no longer an 
Antoninus at their head, imagined that the Ro-
man empire would perish with that sacred name. 
Macrinus feared lest they should seek a remedy 	, , 
for this evil among the kindred of Titus Antoni-
nus, of whose family a collateral branch still sub- 
sisted, and 	held . several important posts in the 
army. 	An imaginary danger required a preserva- 
tion of the same nature : and accordingly Alaeri-
nus

' 
 assembling his troops, told them he intended, 

with their consent, to revive the name of Antoni- 
nus in the person ofDiadumenus. 	The proposal 
was received with universal gladness :‘ praises and 
vows were heaped upon Macrinus and his son ; 	, 
and the name of Antoninus Diadumenus  :was c- 
choed with transports of joy. 	But amidst these 
acclamations, the soldiers demanded that Antoni- 	• 
nus Caracalla should be. ranked among the  gods. 
All they asked was granted. 	Macminus began 
with promising them a largess of eight * pieces of 
gold to every man, of which three were fer hi 
promotion to the empire, and the other five to 
the name of  Antoninus,  as if that name had bceu 
something greater than even the sovereign power. 
The new Antoninus spoke likewise. 	He return-
ed his thanks, and entered into the same engage 
ments with the soldiery, as his Wiler had done .  
He was a child of an amiable figure and pleasin 
countenance, and was tall for his age : advantages 
which seldom fail to 	please the multitude. 	'lime 
apotheosis of (7araealla crowned the joy of the 
military people. 	Nlacrinns treated 	as a :2:od, eumigt  
prince whom he had been the means of kihin; 
and the senate, by his order, decreed him divine 
honours. 	Thus this monster, detested Its heaven 
and earth, had his 	temple, his 	priests, and 	t ,sti- ,„ 
1.111s established fbr the worship of him at Nome. 

Maerintis 
• Two hundred dewirii, or night hundred sestcrees. 	Ahout 
Ws. of our money. 	 . i 

   
  



Aso 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 
Actions of Aracrinus was willing that the senate and Roman 
:Merinos, 
Ls- which 
he indis- 
posed the 
senate a- 
gainst him 

people should also share the joy of seeing the name 
of Antoninus revived in his son. He wrote accord-
ingly to the senate; and promised a largess to the 
people on this occasion. The multitude, no doubt, 

LImprist. 
Mad. 2. entered into his sentiments : but the senators were 
Di°. not pleased at finding that the soldiery had invaded 

their prerogative, by anticipating what properly 
belonged to them in the promotion of Diadume-
nus ; and could not bear to see their rights thus 
annihilated, or at least reduced to a mere forma-
lity, a consent no longer of the least importance. 

But this was not the only thing by which the 
new emperor disobliged this first assembly of the 
state. 	The honours he had forced them to pay 
to Caraealla ; the death of one Aurelian, who had 
signalized his hatred against the memory of that 
prince, and whom Maerinus had sacrificed to the 
resentment of his soldiers, increased their dislike 
of his procceding.s. 	They also found that he act- 
ed injudiciously in 	his distribution of employ- 
ments. 	Not to speak of Adventus, whom I men- 
tioned before, he gave the posts of praetorian pra2-
feet to two n. n equally undeserving, of no expe-
rience in war, and who had misbehaved very gross- 
ly under the last reign : 	these were, Ulpius MI- 
anus and Julizuois Nestor. 	It is true, they had 
been 1,r  service 	to 	Jinn, by helping him to the 
knowledge of several thingsimportant to hissafety. 
But places ought not to be the rewards of favour, 
nor even the acknowledgements ofgratitude. They 
arc duce to merit ; 	and a prince, in disposing of 
them, should 	consider the welfare of the state, 
and not his own 	personal connexions. 	For this 
reason 	Nlacrinus was greatly blamed for displa- 
cing Sabimis and t astinus, two commanders of 
re41 merit and abilities, the one in Dacia and the 
other in Pannonia, but whom he suspected on ac-
count of their known courage, and of their attach-
ment to Caracalla, a lid lin.  appointing in their stead 

Mareins 
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Marcius Agrippa, who, born in obscurity, had 
waded through several dirty offices, and Decius 
Triccianus, who indeed had merit, but whose ex-
tremely low extraction was ill suited to the highest 
post in the empire, 	Some other actions of this 
kind made all judicious people look upon Macri-
nus as a prince who either had no knowledge or 
men, or who was guided by views of self-interest, 
without regard to the public good. 

A very ill-judged thing in Macrinas, and which 
hurt him greatly, was, that he pretended to con-
ceal the obscurity of his birth, by an affectation of 
pompous manners and an haughty behaviour. His 
conduct ought to have been quite the reverse, as 
Dion Cassius judiciously observes. 	The way to 
make others fOrget the meanness of his origin, 
would have been to seem to remember it himself. 
A mild. and modest deportment, an easy access to 
his person, and a kind expression of regard for 
those that wanted his assistance, would infidlibly 
have gained him the hearts of all. 	But so far was 
he from taking those prudent steps, that he af-
fected, both in his person and in every thing about 
him, a magnificence which degenerated into et: 
feminacy, a disgusting carriage, and a jealousy of 
his grandeur, which skewed that nature never de-
signed him for it. No crime was more severely pu-
nished than that of comparing his first setting out 
in life with the high fortune he had now attained. 

These defects in Alacrinus were however com- His 
pensated by some valuable qualities. Dion Cassius 
expresses a great esteem for the respect this em.iho. 

ro. 

Peror skewed for the laws, in not reckoning as a 
second consulship that which he took upon his 
accession to the throne, though he had been ho. 
noured with the ornaments of consul under Cara- 
calla. 	The contrary abuse had been introduced 
by Severus, and Alacrinul began to relbrm it by 
his own exsmple. 

Ms 
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Nix cii- Auct  with 
uvi, 1 ,„ 
.4&.,,,,,,. 
',Lilo 
..,,p, • ,H• 

His behaviour with regard to informers was • , 	• 	• 	•  mixed with justice and prudent circumspection. , 	, I he senate had desired communication of the se- 
cret memorials deposited in the imperial palace, 

tire and in order to inflict due punishment upon those who 
L?uiwus 
tir,.., had clandestinely been the cause of the death or 
spectioi. disgrace of a very great number of innocent per- 

sons. 	All sorts of people, as I observed before, 
men and women, great and small, knights and se- 
nators; had practised this odious trade. 	Macrinus 
therefore readily conceived that the prosecuting 
of so many delinquents, many of whom were allied 
to the best families in Rome, would occasion great 
disturbances.. 	The. reader may remember, what 
storms an affair of this nature raised in the senate, 
in the beginning of Vespasian's reign, and with 
what difficulty it was at length appeased by the 
authority of Mucian, who stopped the proceed- 
ings against the informers. 	Macrinus acted some- 
what differently, but with the same effect. 	He 
answered the senate, that the memorials which 
had been given into Caracalla by informers, had 
either been torn by order of that prince, or return- 
ed to the authors of them. 	This answer, whether 
true or false, stopped the mouths of the senators. 
But that they might not be too much dissatisfied, 
Macrinus gave them up three victims, notorious• 
offenders, who had carried the rage of informing 
to the utmost height of impudence, Manilius, Ju-
lius, and Sulpicius Arreuianus, all three members 
of the senate ; by whose order they were confin-
ed to distant islands : for Macrinus had expressly 
fOrhid condemning them to death, 	66  In order," 
said he, " that no one may be able to reproach 
" us with having done ourselves that which we 
46  I ;hune in others." 

The senate, of its own accord, added a fourth 
example Of justice upon L. Priscillianus, fbr whom 
Caracalla kid entertained a great friendship on two 
accounts, his vigour and surprising dexterity ill 

A fighting 
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fi 	wild beasts, and his bloody accusations a- z, 	zs 
gainst nt»bers ofillustrious persons. Dion Ca:, -MS 
attests, that this rriscilliamis liwgin ag.tin,/ a bon 
and a lioness at the same thin. ; agaisM. a hear and 
a leopard ; and that he came off victorious, I hough 
not without receiving lasting marks from the teeth 
of those furious animals. 	Si ill more fOrmidahle to 
men than he was to beasts, he had been the instru- 
ment or death to many knights and senators. 	Re- 
warded by Caracalla, he was detested by; he senate, 
who condemned him to perpetual banishment. 

As to informers of less note, from whose punish. Bina. t r. 
'Tient no bad consequences were to be feared, Ala-
crirms treated them rigorously. He punished them 
with death, and even crucified sonic slaves who had 
accused their masters. 	By the nature of the Ro. 
man laws, informers were a necessary evil. 	But rem. 
the condition of those who were afraid to conti- '''''"', it• 
hue that dangerous function under the reign of 
Alacrinus, was very hard. 	If they did not prove 
their allegations, they suffered death, or at least 
banishment. 	If their proofs were sufficient, they 
received the pecuniary reward allotted by the 
laws, but remained infamous. 

We may easily judge, that such treatment could 
hot but reduce the tribe ofinformers to a very small 
number. 	Accordingly nerodian observes, that 
peace and tranquillity reigned in the inner parts of 
the empire under Macrinus, and that the citizens, 
who in Caracalla's time thought they saw a naked 
sword perpetually suspended over their heads, now 
breathed again,and enjoyed a semblance olliberty. 

From this account of Macrinus's government 
1t naturally follows, that the multitude were not 
dissatisfied with it, and that the more discern i ng  
part saw many things which hurt them. 	He lost 
himself in the opinion of the soldiery by his cow-
ardice in war. 

Terrified by the approach 	of Art:thanes, he ins firm. 
made sonic advances towards him N% Iliell filV011 red dilYin %ar• 

strongly 
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Worsted 	strongly of timidity. 	He sent him back the pri- twice by 
Artahanes,S011erS which the Romans had taken the year be- 
lle Pur" 	fare, and proposed a peace, laying all the blame chases 
peace. 	of the rupture upon Caracalla, who was then no 
Dio. 	more. 	Artabanes, naturally haughty, and more 

so than ever when he found himself thus courted ; 
despising too, Macrinus, as an upstart of fortune, 
who did not deserve the rank he had been raised 
to; was not satisfied with what was ofkred him, 
but added very heavy additional conditions. 	He 
insisted that the Romans should rebuild the forts 
they had ruined in his country, and the cities they 
had sacked. He demanded the restitution of Me-
sopotamia, together with an equivalent for the 
losses his kingdom had suffered, and a compensa-
tion for the sepulchres of his ancestors destroyed 
and profaned. 	As desirous as Macrinus 	was 
of peace, he could not submit to such hard terms, 
and therefore was obliged to fight. 

The armies met near Nisibis, and a dispute which 
of them should be master of a rivulet that ran be-
tween their camps, brought on an engagement in 
which the Romans were worsted. A second battle 
was fought with the like success. Macrinus, twice 
beaten, and badly obeyed by his troops, among 
whom a spirit of revolt began to ferment, had 
again 	recourse to negociation, and succeeded 
therein ; Artabanes having then strong reasons 
to listen to overtures of accommodation. 	The 
Parthians, unaccustomed to keep the field for any 
length of time, were grown weary of the war, and 
wanted to return to their own country. 	They 
were also in great want of provisions, of which it 
was their custom never to carry with them any 
considerable store. 	Money purchased what Ma- 
crinus wanted ; two hundred millions of sester- 

• tri,,,,d, us*, given to the king of the Parthians, or dis- 
"f " """tributed among his courtiers, obtained peace. 4. ,  oto ow-  
', 	 Iley, 	wrote to the senate upon this occasion,some- 

what disguising the filets, and turning them to his 
own 
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own .advantage. 	The senate saw through his mis-
representations ; but yet had the meanness to or-
der feasts and rejoicings as for a victory, and to 
decree the emperor the surname of Parthicus.— 
Macrinus did not indeed accept that title, and 
was modest enough not to call himself the conque-
ror of a nation by which he had been conquered. 

In my account of the war of this prince with the 
Parthians, I have followed none but Dion Cassius. 
Herodian was not only less in the way of true in-
formation, but he mixes with his narrative such 
romantic circumstances, as quite discredit it. 

Macrinus ended the troubles of Armenia by the ye ends 

same means that he had made use of with the Par- Li:sornr- 
thians. 	He gave the crown of that kingdom tornania bY 
Tiridates, probably the son of its last sovereign ;:,',',7 uP 
restored him his mother, who had been kept pri- thing" in 
sower eleven months by Caracalla ; repaired thedispute. 
damage the Roman troops had done in Armenia; 
put Tiridates in possession of all the places his 
father had held in Cappadocia ; and if he did not 
pay the pension which the kings of Armenia re-
ceived annually li•onm his predecessor, it was be-
cause the fear of being attacked by the Dacians 
obliged him to husband his finances. 	He had 
given this last nation also room to threaten him, 
by his too great facility in returning them the hos-
tages which Caracalla had required of them as 
pledges of their tranquillity and good behaviour. 

He sacrificed every thing, as we see, to his re- Ir"qu'r t
Tiet

t
r
at  . pose ; and Mier having. established peace with the w 

 

Parthians and Arme»ians, he returned to Antioch,giTaInn-
where he behaved as if he had only to enjoy its 1it,,7,?„,1 
fortune. 	He pretended to be an imitator of Maro;ktriai, 
cus Aurelius : Ina it. was only in some outward " 	• . 
things, easily copied, such as an air of tgravitv, a 
slowness to answerany question,and a tone of voice 
so low that he could scarcely be heard when he 
4poke. 	He was very far f rom expressing time great 

Vol,. VIII. 	Q ‘ 	characteristics 
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characteristics of that wise emperor, his activity, 
his perseverance in labour, his zeal for the public 
good, his noble simplicity, his austere temperance. 
On 	the contrary, he neglected business; gave 
himself up to pleasure, shcws, and music ; plunged 
into luxury, and affected gorgeous apparel, wear-
ing a fillet by way of diadem, enriched with gold 
and precious stones. 	This skew of magnificence, 
more suitable to the manners of the Asiatics than 
to the severity of the ilmnans, gave the greater 
offence, as Macrinus had but just succeeded an 
emperor, who had prided himself upon living less 
like a prince than like a common soldier. 

his avoly 	Far other cares would have engrossed 	his 
iiiettocd to thoughts, if he had known the situation he was in. revolt. 
Die. eib. 	An army dissatisfied with the bad success of the 
Znitr.r.War, undisciplined and intractable, no longer ac-

customed to military exercises and fatigues, cor-
rupted by effeminacy, exacting immense gratifi-
cations and largesscs, and determined to do no-
thing to deserve them, was a thing that might well 
have alarmed Macrinus. 	The boldest and most 
vigorous emperor would have found it difficult to 
contain such troops within the bounds of their 
duty : much less could Macrinus do it, whom 
they despised. 

He tried, however, to refbrm them ; and it must 
be owned that he set about that work prudently 
enough. 	Ile confirmed to all the soldiery then 
actually in the service of the state, the enjoyment 
of the rights and privileges which Caracalla had 
granted them : but he declared that with regard 
to those who should inlist after that time, things 
should be put upon the ancient footing on which 
Scverus had left them. 	If to this regulation he 
had added the precaution of separating his army, 
by sending 	all his legions into their respective 
(loaners, and had himself immediately returned 
to Rome, where the people called fin him with 
loud cries, he would perhaps ha\ c prevented his 

fatal 
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iittal catastrophe. 	But, 	without any necessity, 
since the war was quite over, he left his troops 
assembled in and about Syria, and in so doing, 
raised their insolence to a greater height than 
ever, by shewing them the strength of their united 
force. 	Fear too was another motive that helped 
to spur them on. 	Persuaded that the ratification 
of the privileges they derived from Caracalla was 
granted out of mere policy, these old soldiers 
made no doubt but that the moment they should 
be weakened by being dispersed, they should 
be reduced to the same condition as the new le- 
vies. 	In short, a few examples of justice, which 
Macrinus made of some of them, who had com-
mitted great disorders and violenCes in Mesopo-
tamia, or who had been guilty of sedition, at once 
determined them to vow his ruin. 	Capitolinuscp:". u.  
accuses him of having carried his severity in cases 	' 
of this nature, to a degree of cruelty. 	But that 
writer is so embittered against Macrinus, that lit-
tle credit can be given to the ill he says of him. 
Ile seems to have framed his account of this em-1""v"- ii, 4 1,. S. 
peror, from the calumnious reports which Hello-
gabalus spread in order to blacken the memory 
of his predecessor. 

An army animated by a spirit like that we 
have been speaking of, could not fail to seize ea-
gerly the first opportunity that offered for a re- 
volt. 	So, in fact, it happened. 	To get rid of 
Alacrinus, who had his good as well as his bad 
qualities, the soldiers raised 	to the throne, 	the 
most shameful 	and most flagitious wretch that 
ever defiled the Purple and the name of the Cte- 
sars. 	I will give him his portrait here. o 

The 	empress Julia 	had 	a sister named Julia (t)ir igia,,,.r ,,.. 
lizesa, who was no way inferior to her for anthi- b.do,..j. 

 
tion and intrigue. 	Miesa lived with her sister inf i';'',1',:r. 
the imperial palace, as long as Seecros and citra-11,,d./. r. 
Calla reigned. 	After the death of this la,,t, and that ;;:",/: ,,,‘ 
of Julia, which happened soon after, nesa was ie.—
obliged by Macrinus to retire to Emesa in Plarni-11,w;:: 

Q (...? 	 ciao. 

   
  



f2S 
	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

via. & va-cia, her native city, where her father Bassianus 
' "°' ad  had been priest of the temple of the sun. Dion. Ex- 
cata,111. 	She had been married to Julius Avitus, a man 

of consular rank, by whom she had two daughters, 
Julia Sommis, and Julia Mamma. Mamma is well 
known, no one being ignorant that she was the 
mother of that amiable emperor who took the 
names of Alexander Severn& 	Sommis married 
Varius Mareellus, whom a premature death cut 
off before he could attain the consulship : and by 
that husband, or by an adulterous commerce with 
Caracalla, she had a son, who bore a great many 
different names. 	He was called Bassianus, front 
the name of his great-grandfather ; Avitus from 
that of his grandfather; Varius, from the name of 
his father ; and when emperor, he assumed the 1 
names of AI arcus-Aurelius-Antoninus : lastly, the 4 
dignity of Priest of the Sun, which was worship-
ped at Emesa, under the name of Heliogabalus 1', 
and the frantic zeal he expressed for that wor-
ship, acquired him the name of Heliogabalus, by 
which he is best known in history. 

‘io.y,,vd. 	NI  a:sa, upon her retiring to Emesa, carried wt 
c".P,"14""- her her two daughters. both widows, and her t prw• 

grandsons, one of whom, that is to say Ileliogaba. , 
lus, was thirteen years old, and the other nine.— 
She endeavoured at first to comfbrt herself under 
her change of tbrtune, by getting for her grand- 
S0113 the priesthood of the temple of Emesa, which 
their great-grandfather had held. 	It was a great 
and tine place in that country, and intitled the 
possessor of it  to the superintendance of a magni-
ficent temple, richly adorned with gold and pre-
cious stones, to which all the princes and people 
of the East sent their offerings. 	The representa- 

tion 

* Critics say this word ought to be written  Elagabal :  and in 
fact this way of spelling it agrees better with the Hebrew or 
Plurnician etymology 	1.:1 baggaba r, 	the puissant god, from 
whence it is, probably enough, said to be  derived, 	I have fol. 
lowed the common method of writing it 
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Lion of the god was like that of Venus at Paph 
a black stone of conic form, said to have been 
dropt down from heaven, and revered by super-
stition, as an image of the sun, which was not 
made by human hand. 	The religious ceremonies 
were pompous : the habits of the priests superb : 
and when the young prince, in whom perfect 
beauty was joined to the charms of youth, appear-
ed cloathed with the ornaments of his office, lie 
attracted and charMed the eye's of all : he might 

e compared, says Herodian, to the finest repre- 
entations of Bacchus. 	People ran from all parts 

see him celebrate the feasts and sacriticeF, to 
aze on him whilst he danced to the sound of the 
ute and all sorts of instruments of music, and 
bought they could never sufficiently admire so 
eautiful a youth. 
But none considered him more attentively than A region 

encamped 
le soldiers, of whom a legion was then encamped nee 1:,,,, 
'ear Emesa, from whence they resorted in crowdslInt 

the temple, where they saw Heliogabalus, and 1 I t.w.r  camp 
ok a liking to him. 	The love they still retainedV

l  r
hui  

r Caracalla, and their hatred of Alacrinas, soon  L.:il,' 
tacked them strongly to a young prince who 
as related to the one, and an  enemy to the other. 
Afxsa, as' am bitious as woman could well be, and 

determined to hazard every thing rather tlr.n re-
main in the obscurity ot'a private station. io got ncr 
saw this favourable disposition o -* the troops, 	an 
she resolved to make the moot of it. 	She began 
with spreading a report, that young IIcliwrah..lus 
was not only related to, but that he was ever, the 
son of Caracalla ; adding, 	without 	valuiug 	fie 
dishonour of her daughters, that the emperor „ad 	, 
loved.  them, and had received in return every fa-
vour he could vvish. 

To this motive, which made a st lime: impress 'u 
upon the troops, she j•nned :mother .till n e t 
NM argument. 	II vin‘4..ania•-sed great wen 
the time of her power and credit, she now lav ished 

   
  



:30  HISTORY OF TIIE EMPERORS. 

it among the soldiers, as an earnest only of much 
more abundant largesses she said she intended to 
give them ; intimating, that she was ready to ex- 
haust all her treasures, if they would place her 
grandson upon the throne. 

She Was well served in the execution of her (le- 
signs by Eutychianits and Gannys, the one a freed- 
man of the Cxsars, and the other the instructor 
and governor 	of lieliogabalus 	in 	his 	infithey. 
These two men, though of very different charac- 
ters, were both fertile and powerfill in intrigues. 
They wrought up the ardour of the troops encamp- 
ed near Emesa, and practised upon them so effec- 
tually, that they prevailed with them to admit the 
young prince into their camp in the night, and to 
proclaim him emperor. 	At the hour a:rreed On, 
Hcliogabalus, dressed in a robe like that which 
Caracalla had worn in his youth, in order to make 
the resemblance the more striking, went, accom- 
panied by some of these soldiers and by all his fa- 
mily, to one of the gates of the camp, which was 
immediately opened to him, and, upon his enter- 
ing it, a thousand acclamations. instantly saluted - 

• ' 	him with the name of  Antoninus  and the title of et* 
peror. 	Dion Cassius places this event in the night 

• . 	between the fifteenth and sixteenth of May. 	Af- 
ter this step, the troops, not doubting but that 
they should be attacked by Macritms, fin nished 
their camp with all soils of provisions, and pre- 
pared to sustain a :.:iege, Wit shwild be necessary. 

- 0(iy of 	At first Macrinus looked upon t his affair as a trifle, 
ps sent not worth his taking the field in person : 	for which ;list 
by 	reason he contented himself with sending Ulpitis 
inuE. Jul iamts, one of the praetorian prefects, with some 

troops, to chastise the rebels. 	The prxfect had in 
bis little army a body of Moorish auxiliaries, ex- 
t rcmelvattachedtotheiremintrymanMaerinusond 
quite ticvoted to his cause. 	Had he taken advan- 

' 	Ligc ortheir ardour, he might easily have forced the 
camp 
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camp of the mutineers as soon as he arrived at it, 
and at once have ended the dispute. 	Some of' time 
gates of the camp were already broke open, when, 
either withheld by fear, or hoping that the ene-
my would submit voluntarily, he ordered his 
troops to retreat, and missed an opportunity which 
never returned again. 

The 	besieged fortified their gates with IICV/ 
works, in the night ; and the next morning, when 
Julianus gave thai a second assault, they sustain-
ed it with a courage increased by the success of 
their resistance the day before. 	At the same time 
they carried young lieliogabalus, whom they call-
ed Antoninus, up to the top of the walls, and 
shewing him to their comrades, invited them to 
acknowledge the son and heir of an emperor by 
whom they had been so much beloved. 	" What 
" are you doing?" cried they to them : " Why do 
CC  you employ your arms against the son of your 
" benefactor ?" 	They compared the face of their 
new prince with pictures of Caracalla when a 
youth, and seeing things as they chose to see them, 
pointed out every resemblance that their prejudi- 
ced imagination could suggest. 	The besiegers, 
shaken in their fidelity by such persuasions as 
these, were quite determined by the sight of the 
money which those within the camp chewed them, 
telling them, that they had received it from Ma,-
sa, and that it was in their power to merit equal 
liberalities. 	lieliogabalus addressed them likewise 
from the top of the wall, repeating what he had 
been bid to say, and confirming the promises that 
were made in his name. 	Juliantis's soldiers, who, 
the Moors excepted, were hat little attached to 
the side they fought tbr, readily yielded to the 
sweet temptation. 	Their tribunes and centurions 
tried in vain to check them. 	Far from listening 
to any remonstrances, the soldiers fell fiirionsly 
upon their officers, and massacred them, embol-
dened thereto by an emissary from Eutychianuc, 

who 
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who promised the murderers the spoils and rank 
of the person they should kill. 	Julianus fled im-
mediately, to escape their rage : and the seditious, 
then free from all restraint, marched as friends in-
to the camp of those they were sent to besiege. 
The number of the rebels was quickly increased, 
and that very considerably by fugitives from all 
parts, some influenced by the love of novelty, and 
others by the hope of gain. 

	

Mncrinus 	Whilst Julianus went against the rebels of E- 

	

ives his 	 •mesa, Maerinus himself did not remain idle : but 	6  
ton the 

	

rank and 	he took upon him cares of a more tranquil nature, 
title 01- J.-political measures, better suited to his inclination 
4,744715. 
Large,,,, than the dangerous and toilsome operations of 
on this oc-  war. 	Sensible of the necessity of strcngthenin 
casion. himself upon the throne, and judging that on 

means of doing it would be to find an opportuni, 
ty of giving a new largess to the troops, twos
affection it now behoved him to gain at all events. 
and with all possible expedition, he 	resolved t 
raise his son to the rank of Augustus. 	To tha 
end he repaired to Apainwa, where the prwtorian 
had a camp ; and after having, with their consen 
declared young Diadiunenus, who had not ye 
completed his tenth year, Augustus, he promised 

• .c tio. 	the soldiers twenty 	thousand 	sesterces a-piece, 
of which he immediately paid each of them four 

	

t 1.22. 	thousandf, accomp:,nying this donation with  still 
farther gifts and 	fay4ifirs. 	Ile likewise 	gratified 
the people on this occasion, with a distribution of 

:1-  £3:6:  o.six hundred 1- sesterces to every citizen of Rome, 
in lieu of a public treat to the whole multitude; 
and, vainly,  thinking to conceal 	his 	real motive 
Jiff these liberalities, which 	the circumstances of 
things rendered evident and 	palpable, in the let- 
ter by which he announced this largess, he said 
not a word of the rebellion of Linesa, but spake 
of the promotion of his son to the supreme rank 
of Augustus, as the sole and only object. 

Thi.,, 
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This was his situation when he learnt the had 
success of the afl'air of Emesa, and the defection 
of his troops who had gone over to his rival. 
This news was brought him in a singular and in- 
sulting manner. 	Julianus was soon discovered in 
the place he had retired to, by a soldier, who kill-
ed him, cut off his head, wrapt it up in a bundle 
of linen, corded it carefully, sealed it with Julia-
nus's own seal, and then set out with it fbr Macri-
nus, to whom he sent in word, upon his arrival, 
that he brought him the head of Heliogabalus. 
While the bundle was undoing, the soldier ran 
away, and Alacrinus, knowing Julianus's head, saw 
his disgrace, of which he soon after learnt the par- 
ticulars. 	Amazed and terrified, he retired to An-
tioch ; and immediately the troops who had just 
proclaimed his son Augustus, declared against 
him, and in favour of Heliogabalus. 

The two parties were then nearly upon an equa- 
lity. 	NotA% ithstanding so many defections, l'.fa-
crinus had still remaining' a cow,iderable number 
of troops Avho,c fidelity was not yet tainted : and 
Heliogabalus, by the numbers that had resorted 
to him, was grown strong enough not to be afraid 
to quit his camp, and 	take the field. 	Expresses 
were sent by both sides, with letters, to all the 
provinces and all the armies. 	The contrary in- 
terests of the contending rivals occasioned in them 
Some troubles and commotions, which, however, 
proved of no great consequence, the dispute be-
ing soon ended. 

Dion Cassius has transmitted to us an abstract lie writes 
of the letters which Macrinus wrote on this occa-ekr,d,',ft, 
Sion to the senate, and to Marius Maximus, pra•. (0 trie 9,-- 
feet of the city : 	and it must he owned, that they,V,e, p7.(1  
give no very favourable idea either of the courageti,:t. 
or of the prudence of this emperor. 	In that to 
the senate, Maerinus spoke of Ilcliogahaltis with 
great contempt, treating him as a giddy-headed 	• 
boy. 	So fir might, perhaps, not be wrong. 	But 

he, 
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be very inconsiderately, in my opinion, complain-
ed of the soldiery with whom he had so many rea-
sons to endeavour to keep well, reproaching thew 
with their covetousness, which nothing could sa-
tisfy, and imputing to that their inclination to fbr- 
sake him. 	He likewise betrayed a pusillanimity 
and distrust, by comforting himself in his mishit.-
tune with the thought of his having out-lived, said 
he, a tyrant and a parricide, who was the scourge 
of the universe. 	Lastly, so great was his want of 
judgment, he insisted strongly on the minority of 
Heliogabalus, though he himself' had but just giv-
en the title of Augustus to his son, who was tbur 
years younger. 	his letter to Marius Maximus 
contained nothing but complaints against the sol- 
diery. 	Among other things, he said, it was im- 
possible to pay them the sums they demanded as 
their due, the bare augmentatiOns granted by Ca- 

. racalla amounting to two hundred and eighty mil- 
lions* of sesterces a year. 	This allegation might 
be true : but it was misplaced at this time, when 
the fitte of him that pleaded it depended abso-
lutely upon the military people. 

itelioga- 	The senate, though little satisfied with 	'Nlacri- 
b,.'ilus ide- 	nus, and far from being prejudiced in his favour, 
Cxdrc, lt 	, 
public  ene- had a still worse opinion of the government of a 
•"% be the  child, directed by women, and by two such mini-,,,,,e. sters as Eutychianus and Gannys. 	They there- 

fore remained faithlid to the emperor they had 
acknowledged, 	and declared 	Heliogabalus, his 
cousin, Soamis and Mamtea their mothers, and 
Masa their grandmother, public enemies, offer-
ing, as Maciintis himself had done, a general am-
nesty to those who had sided with them, it' they 
repented and returned. 	But a dispute like this 
was not to be ended by decrees of the senate : 

i. 	arms were the only means of dociding it. 
Macrinus, 

IN ' About A million and a half of our menev, 
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Macrinus, having assembled all his forces,MNI 
marched in order to attack Heliogabalus, who,criims is 
more diligent than his rival expected, met himeimaera. 
within eighteen miles of Antioch. 	The two ar- 
mies engaged on the seventh of June. 	Gannys, 
who commanded that of Heliogabalus, though he 
had no experience in war, having always lived in 
Indolence and pleasure, found, however, in his 
own naturally happy genius, resources which in 
some measure qua:ified him for the office of com- 
mander. 	He possessed himself of an advantage- 
ous post, ranged his troops in good order, and 
encouraged them strongly to behave well, by re;. 
presenting to them the necessity of conquering, 
if they would avoid the vengeance of a justly in- 
censed enemy. 	On the other hand, Macrinus's 
praetorians, all chosen men, and by so much the 
more fresh and alert as they had been eased of all 
that was cumbersome in their armour, fought with 
such valour that they broke the lines of their ene- 
mies, and began to put them in disorder. 	In this 
imminent danger, bold ambition made Ahem and 
Soamnis heroines. They descended from their cars, 
and placing themselves before the flying soldiers, 
endeavoured, with prayers and tears, to stop them. 
.1 leliogabalus too gave on this occasion, the only 
One in all his life, some signs of vigour. 	Mounted 
upon a war-horse, with a naked sword in his hand, 
he animated his men to return to the battle, by 
leis own example. 	These exhortations had their 
effect. 	Shame revived the courage of the con- 
(luered. 	They stopped, rallied, stood firm, and 
prepared to regain the ground they had lost. 

To this critical moment, in which Heliogaba-
lusis affairs began to take a fiivourable turn, pro. 
bablv belongs what Herodian relates of a great 
number or Macrinus's troops, who, on a sodden, 
abandoned him, and went over to his client) 
Terrified by this desertion, and despairing sooner 

Thant he need have done, he left the field of battle, 
lil.e 
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like a coward, whilst his praetorians continued 
fighting valiantly for him. 	These brave troops, 
not knowing what was become of their emperor, 
maintained the battle long after he was gone. 
Their own honour was a sufficient motive. 	At 
length, however, Heliogabalus, being infbrtned of 
Macrinus's flight, dispatched proper people to re- 
present to the praetorians, that they were fighting 
for no object : that a coward, who had abandoned 
them, did not deserve their sacrificing themselves 
for him ; that they had nothing to fear if they 
would surrender; and that he not only pardoned 
them, but would continue them in their respective 
stations in his service. 	Upon this they submit- 
ted, without having been conquered, and acknow- 
ledged IIeliogabalus for emperor. 

Ile Bin to 	Macrinus, after the battle, made the best of his 
Antim;h, 	way to Antioch, where, to facilitate his admit- and from 
them :e 	twice into that city, he gave out that he had gain- 
er°'"g. 	ed the victory. 	His first care, after his arrival Asia Mi- 
nor, is tii- there, was to provide for the safety of his son, 
koli at 
Chnicvdm. whom he to that end put into the hands of people 

he could trust, with orders to them to carry him 
to Artabanes king of the Parthians. 	For his own 
part, he purposed going to Rome, hoping to find 
the senate and people favourably disposed in his 
behalf; and that he should be able to renew the 
war with the help of his forces it) the West. 	His 
hopes were not destitute of some foundation : for, 
as I oh,erved befbre, the Romans feared the ty- 
ranny of the Syrians, the pride and greediness of 
Aitesa, and the youth of Heliogabalus. 

Macrintis set out from Antioch disguised and 
slightly attended, and arrived safe at Eges in Cilicia, 
wilt re he toot: post-horses, as a messenger belong- 
ing to the emperor. 	Ile traversed in this manner 
Cappadocia,Galatia,Bithynia,and arrived at Chal- 
cedon ; where, by his sending for money to an in- 
tendant of the imperial &mine, he was discovered 

and 
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and arrested. Those whom Heliogabalus had sent 
to pursue him, arrived soon after, seized his per- 
son, and carried him into Cappadocia. 	There,Theaoth 
learning that his son had been taken and killed,uttatd  
Macrinus unable to survive this last disaster, threw oi.m.mi-
himself; in despair, out of his carriage, and broke"u''• 
his shoulder in the fall. 	As his wound was, pro-
bably, such as left no hope of his being able to 
complete the journey, he was killed in the city of 
Archelais in Cappadocia, and his head was sent Esi#4. 
to Hcliogabalus. 	

(Iron, 
 

Thus perished Macrinus, at the age of fifty-four, 
after a reign of only fourteen months, wanting 
three days. 	His son, whose death preceded and 
hastened his, was but ten years old. 	Their sud- 
den elevation served only to bring them both to 
an untimely and tragical end. 	It is equally sur- 
prising and shameftd for Macrinus, that, in the 
maturity of his age, instructed by long experience 
in the greatest atlitirs of state, and master of very ' 
great forces, he should be conquered by a, eliild, 
whose very name he scarcely knew. 

Ile was regretted;at least when compared with •Lognii:i.r 
his infamous successor ; for Dion Cassius says he tini
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(11(1 not, in himself; deserve to be loved, and that 
the effeminacy of his manners, and some acts of 
unjust rigour, promised a government which would 
certainly have made ever 	one hate him. 

It is however certain that he had some good qua- e,ric 
hties. Capitolinus, who is far from favouring him,^t.,  • ". 
ascribes to him a noble plan for reforming the prac- 
tice of the Roman courts of judicature. 	Ile as-
sures us that Macrinus intended to abolish all the 
rescripts of the emperors, and to make the laws 
alone the sole authority in the decision ofall causes. 
It seemed to him a great abuse, that the whimsi-
cal caprices of such princes as Caracalla and Coin-
modus should have the force of laws; and he ob-
served, that Trajan never would answer by  re- 

scripts 
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. 	scripts any petitions that were presented to him, 
lest what he might think proper to do in part icu- 
Jar cases, or for particular persons, should be con-
strued into a precedent, and be extended beyond 
his intention. 	The shortness of Macrinus's reign 
did not permit him to execute his design. 

We may judge that he might easily haVe got the 
better of the tumultuous commotion by which he 
was ruined, if,his courage had been equal to his 
understanding. 

#;1 ,-ire. 	Nonia Celsa, his wife, does not bear the best of 
charactersN'','In,re,l'v, either for her Morak, or her conduct; so. 	 m. tae  

Lille of Au• Little doubt cau be made but that she received 
I"44t.  c"-  the title of Augusta. 	Lampridius quotes a letter pit. Aram 
14.6z Lom.in which Macrinus congratulates both himself and 
arid. Mad' her, in terms so exaggerated as to be even ridi- s, & 7. culous, upon their son's having acquired the name 

of Antoninus. 	But little confidence can be pla- 
ced in the pieces given as originals by the writers 
of the Byzantine history. 	Many of them arc 
manifest forgeries, and for that reason I often 
avoid taking any notice of them. 

PRINCIPAL 
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PIIINCIPAL EVENTS 
OF THE REIGN OF 

IfELIOGABALUS. 
M. OPELIUS MACR.INUS AUGUSTUS II. 	A. IL 969. 
	 AD VENTUS. 	 A. C. 2lb. 

. 	IIELIOGABALUS, after conquering Macri-
nus, goes to Antioch, and saves that city from 
being plundered. 

Ile addresses a letter to the senate and an edict 
to the people, taking, in virtue of the sole suffrages 
of the troops, all the titles of the imperial power. 

He promises not to harbour any resentment on 
account of the deliberations of the senate against 
him, and against the memory of Caracalla : and 
he keeps his word. 

He puts to death the chief friends and partizans 
of Macrinus, and several illustrious persons. 

He goes to Nicomedia, where he begins to spew 
his passion for debauchery, and for the height of 
luxury. 

Ile kills with his own band Gannys, to whom 
he was under the greatest obligations. 

Several menacing symptoms of rebellion, which, 
however, subside, without producing any effect. 

M. AURELIUS ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS II. 	A. R. 974.$. 
	 .. SACEltDOS. 	 A. C. 211. 

Ileliogabalus reckoned the consulship he took 
this year, as his second ; because he had ridicu-
lously claimed that of Macrinus. 

Ills tbolish zeal fin• the worship of the god lie. 
liogabalus, whose priest he was, and whose name 
he bears in history. 

1-it 
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iTe repairs to Rome. 	His grandmother ana 
his mother sit with him in the senate-house. 

A senate of women. 
He builds a temple to his god, into which he 

removes all the most sacred objects of the vene- 
ration of the Romans. 	He himself presides at the 
religious ceremonies, and celebrates the festivals ot 
this foreign god with infinite pomp and expellee. 

All the events of his reign may be reduced to 
his monstrous debaucheries and furious lust. 

All posts and places given to the worst of men. 

A.R. 971. M. AURELIUS ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS III. 
A. C. 220. EUTYCIIIANUS Co z. 

t 
IIeliorabalus's colleague in this consulship was 

a freed-man, whose first profession was that of a 
stage-buffoon or droll ; from whence he was call-
ed Comazan, from the Greck word which has that 
signification. 	He was also pra2torian proefect, and 
thrice prtufcct, or governor of Rome. 

GRATUS SABINIAN US. 
A. c. 2411.  	SELECCUS. 

The colony of Emmaus, otherwise Nicopolis, 
restored and re-established through the means of 
Julius Africanus, a learned Christian chronolo-
gist, who ended his chronicle with this year. 

Pretended phantom of Alexander, who, with 
four hundred men, over-runs Mcesia and Thrace, 
and disappears in Asia. 

lieliogabalus, at the request of Musa, 'adopts 
his cousin Alexianus, son of Mamma, makes him 
Cesar, appoints him consul for the following year,. 
with himself, and changes his name into that of 
Alexander. 

Ile 

   
  



Booi: XXIII.] 	HELIOGABALUS. 

lie takes an aversion to him, wants to divest 
him of the rights and titles he had given him, and 
plots his min. 	Sedition of the praetorians, who 
torte Heliogabalus to be reconciled to his adop-
ted son. 

211 

'M. AURELIUS ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS IV. 
M. AURELIUS ALEXANDER CASAR. 222.  

A. 
A . 

R. 
C. 

97S. 

Heliogabalus, renewing his evil designs against 
Alexander, is killed, with his mother, 	in the 
camp of the praetorians, on the eleventh of March. 

His memory• is detested, and his name effaced 
from the Roman Annals. 

VOL. VIM . 	R. 	 SEet 
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S E C T. M. 

HELIOGABALUS. 

Inconveniencies of a military government, proved by 
the election of Heliogabalus. 	He saves Antioch 
from being plundered. 	He writes to the senate, 
and addresses an edict to the people. 	He assumes 
all the titles of the imperial power, without any de- 
cree of the senate. 	His rage against Macrinus. 
Ile ridiculously appropriates to himself the consul. 
ate of Macrinus. 	He puts a great number of il- 
lustrious persons to death. 	Divers conspiracies set 
on jbot by low people. 	Hcliogabahts kills Gannys 
with his own hand, at Nicomedia. 	He puts all his 
coiffidence in Eutychianzes. 	Heliogabalus's second 
consulship. 	Ile despises the dress of the Romans, 
and substitutes in the room of it the luxury of Phce-
nicia. He goes to Rome. Ma= sits in the senate, 
and performs the function of senator. 	A senate of 
women. 	Mad zeal of Heliogabahts for the wor- 
ship (Otis god. 	Indecency and extravagance of his 
marriages. 	His monstrous debaucheries. 	Other 
indecencies in his behaviour. 	his mad luxury. 
All posts and places given to 'nen of infamous char- 
acters. 	Iteliogabalus thinks of making war against 
the illamomanni. 	Pretended presage of his fall. 
Indignation of all the orders of the state, and par- 
ticularly of the soldiery, against him. 	Amiable 
character of his cousin A knanus, the son of Afa- 
mtea. 	illa'sa prevails upon Ilebogabalus to adopt 
his cousin. 	Ile changes his ?lame of Alexianus into 
that of Alexander. 	Ile wants to pervert his adop- 
ted son, but is hindered from so doing by Mamma. 
lie takes an aversion to him, and endeavours to get 
rid of h;zie by secret snares. 	Ile attacks him openly. 
A sedition of the prwlorians obliges him to feign a 
reconciliation with him. 	He soon resumes his for- 

mer 
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mer dcsi,gns. 	He makes all the senators leave 
Rome. 	lhe prcaorians rise, and kill him and his 
mother. 	The colony of Emmaus re-established. 

HISTORY affords no example more eapableinTivel!i-
ot spewing the dreadful dangers and ineon- melleasn°,t a  

veniencies of a military government, and of leav-govern. 
ing the election of a sovereign to the caprice ofZet'ir 
the soldiery, than the elevation of Heliogabalus to;lection or 
the throne a the C\esars. 	A child of fourteen,e0' 
by birth a Syrian, and having in him nothing Ro-
man, whose strongest recommendation was his be-
ing reputed the bastard of one of the worst em-
perors that ever lived ; such was the person whom 
the unbounded licentiousness of the military peo-
ple placed at the head of the Roman empire, and 
to whom the fate of the finest and noblest portion 
of the universe was committed. 

What followed sheered the imprudence of this 
rash, unworthy, choice. 	Heliogabalus was such 
a monster of impudicity, that he holds, to this day, 
the first rank of infamy among the worst and most 
abominable of princes, by a luxury carried to the 
greatest excess of extravagance, by a contempt of 
all laws, and, which may seem surprizing in such 
a character, even by cruelty. 	Young as he was, 
he had already given specimens of some of these 
vices, and the sovereign power enabled him to 
display them without restraint. 

He began, however, with an action in which ft saves 
there was somewhat laudable. 	The day after the ,•ntitTh. 
Ni c tor v over AIacrinus, he went to Antioch, andrraereT 
his soldiers wanted to plimiler that great and opt- LINyr'il,r  
lent city. 	This he prevented, by promising to ---:— 
give each of them two • thonsaml sesterees. 	It • wept 
is true, it cost him nothing ; the sum to which this C IL 
largess amounted being levied upon the inhabi- 
tants of Antioch : 	but still they 	thought them- 
selves happy in coming off at that pric.. 

2 	 From 
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fk"- rlt"'. 	From Antioch, he wrote to the senate, and  
i 	1.. 	 ad- 

,,.11,.•  1,111 	dressed an edict to the Homan people. 	Both these 
xi, ettiet to pieces were hill of 	invectives 	against 	Macrinus, 
0,„ p,opk, whom he particularly reproached with the mean-

ness of his birth, and his audaciousness in causing 
himself to be made emperor, when he had not 
even a right  to sit in 	the senate. 	This last re- 
proacli came with a very bad grace from the mouth 
of an emperor who was himself scarcely fourteen 
years of age. 	‘Vith as little judgment he insisted 
strongly on the non-age of Diadumenus, raised to 

r.,,,rid. 	the empire by his father before he had completed 
liel;,","'  S.  his tenth year. 	He had 	an 	uncommon rancour 

against that young prince, whom he looked upon 
with the eves of a rival, and of whom he after-
wards reported all sorts of calumnies, which he 
even obliged the writers of those timcs,to 	insert 
in the it works. 

mn. 	As 	to 	himself, both 	in 	his 	letter and 	in Iii; 
edict, he lavished the most magnificent promises. 
He pretended that Augusta; and Marcus Anre-
litti should be the models of his conduct, and en- 
ga:_red hi+nsch• particulark: not  to take any 	yen- 
(rrance On account ofthe deliberations  held against  , :-, 
him, or against: the memory of Caracalla, in con-t 
sequence of :Macrintis's orders. 	In this last arti4 
de he kept 	his word. 	Wholly taken up witl 
other ohjoets and oilier crimes, things that we 
past escaped his memory. 

H am. 	lie shewcd at once how little regard he won 
vinoe,  A 	pay to the senate or 	the ancient maxims of th 
11" "," 	state by asualing.  all the titic,, of the imperial powe vi 	1111 	1 	II-   

),I,  ;:II 	.....111)011 	ther.  	hare 	authority 	ol• 	the 	suilloages of 	thei ,  ,, 	.."u'l troops. 	Iii the Iwo  pie,, ,%.; of which I just now men- m,y ao-ve 	. 	. 
(irme ,e.. 	in , ned the suh,laucc,lie-Wed lumsell'i  he Emficror 
Ivo  , 	Ca's,..r, .,,on  (,) 	,,,f ,,Thil inu ,, 	/2 ranelson  ,,,,' 	s,,,,,•,,,, the  

.1 lots. IL ,'  . r1, i me , Ai14 liqvv, 	Pr000iiSO, V( Si(  ,0* ., ;lh 
the Tribunif:.711 pol .,-.r. 	-.,()  00' 	M .  hi:, pi Ace. 	...,or.s 

,"Itivcr Et...hayed 	in thi3 	manner, 	All of [hem had 
Chown. to ewe to a decree of the senate and an or- 

' 	 divanet! AL. 
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the titles of power and 	honour which 	charac- 
,., terized the supreme rank. 	This innovation was 

of dangerous tendency, and shoved in the prince 
and his council either 3 great ignorance or a 

i,great contempt of the laws. 

• 
) 	The indi,rnation of the senators was stifled by  Db. iv. L., 
fear ; 	the more so as orders were given to Pullin,  t ''' 

• 

, 	. 

then consul, to use violence, 	even with arms, 	if 
any one Of them attempted to resist. 	TI;ev there-  7.40ii•iie. 
fore decreed 	1-kliomdialus 	all 	t:e titles he had t-, 
assumed : 	and it is probable, 	that, they also then 
decorated Micsa and Soiumis with the name of 
Attp,usla, which we iind upon their medals. 	They n:o. 
regretted Macritms, and detested Caracalla : but 
their vile servitude reduced them to so low a stale, 
that, contrary to all their thoughts and sentiments, 
they loaded Alacrinus with abuse, declared him a 
PIN ic enemy, honoured Caracalla with the great-
st praises, and, as if their ignominy and misery 
vas not yet great enough, they said they wished 

' his son might resemble him. 
Though spite and malice are the too freqoent 1,11sr4:e r concomitants of enmity, and people, in  general,r'7?„,,,,, 

re not surprizcd 	to find them, yet the rage of 
leliogabalus against Macrinus 	was carried 	to 

such an excessive height as shocked every one. 
"To render his predecessor odious to the soldiers, 
and at the same time to make them love him bv 
eompari,on, he published the grit ate plan %dhell 
that emperor had drawn up for reibrining the ar- 
mies, 	and his letter to llaritls M'aximus, 	pra)fect- 

, of the city, wherein he had complained greatly of 
the troops. , T ,• 	 e,, I I is appropriating to himself the last consulate ori,.„0,,di,  o, 
Alacrinus was likewise thought v er', ridiculous and  11. ,:, '“:,i 
absurd. That prince had nominated hitn:,ellconsid:;',1,7„,,,: 
ill ordinary in the iwgiuning (tithe fear, and aftcri,o,t' 
holding this office about )bur months, and resigned  ""i "'"- 
it, before there was any talk of licii0,gabaltP;, and 

, 	;it a time when he thought himself well honoure,1 
„.. , 	 , 	wiii, 
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with the title of Priest of the Sun. 	The new em-
peror was therefore deservedly laughed at, for sub- 

1. stituting his name in the room of that of .sfacrinus,, 
in the annals and public acts of the state ; there-
by arrogating to himself a consulate he never 
could so much as dream of. 	But these are slight 
blemishes, not worth notieing in an Heliogabalus. 

He puts a He gave proofs of his cruelty even befbre he left 
treera„f̀r,s: Syria. 	The principal friends and creatures of Ma- 
trious per- crinus felt his vengeance, such as Julianus Nestor 
death. prmtorian pra:fect ; Fabius Agrippinus, govern° 

of Syria ; several Roman knights ; Reanus, con* 	• 
mander in Arabia ; Claudius Attains, proconsul' 
of Cyprus; and 	1)ccius Triccianus, w ho, after 
having been governor of Pannonia, as I observed 
before, commanded the prxtorians of the camp 
near Alba at the time of the revolution. 	Private 
orders were also sent to Rome to put to death se-
veral persons of con,iderable rank, whose late 
connections with 11acrinus rendered them ob- 
noxious to the new government. 	Others, who 
could not be accused of having had the least con-
cern in any of the former troubles, were sacri-
ficed to groundless suspicions and distrusts, mere-
ly because they held places, were endowed witi 
talents, or had weight and influence which might 
possibly render them dangerous.Dion Cassius 
names several of these, whom we arc not otherff  
vise acquainted 	with, though 	they were distin- 
guished 	iu 	the 	republic : and that historian ob- 
serves, that Heliogabalus, whilst he was striking 
off so many illustrious heads., never once vouch: 
safed to take the least notice of it to the senate. 

He and his council made a jest of the most scrit ,u 
afiltirs, and seemed to sport with the li‘c; of the 
first men of the empire. 	Silvius Me.,,sala and l'0111-
ponilisBassus were, by order C'' l IR'  111111ktrY, Cita rg-
cd with being disaffected to the govern mein, and in 
consequenceof that vague aceusatiim, without any 
proof against them, they were condemned to die. 

After 
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After sentence was passed, Helioaabalus wrote to 
the senate, telling them, 	that the two senators, 
who were the objects of it, had set themselves up 
for censors of his conduct, and inquisitors of what 
was transacted in the palace : adding, " I do not 
'" send you the proofs of the con-piracy they had 

formed against me, because they would now be 
" useless, as the offenders will be dead before this 

can reach you." 
It was not, however, without sonic foundation, Direism 

hat he suspected there were intrigues then tbrinZP„1,t cm  
ng to invade his throne. 	The example of hisloot by 
levation, and the confusion into which every ""Pie  ' 
ping was thrown, by the licentiousness of the 
oldiery and the badness of the government, made 
1most every man think he might aspire to the 
t.npire. 	Dion Cassius mentions five attempts of 
is nature, all made by men of no sort of conse-

uence : nor were these the only ones, though 
ey were the most important of any that came 
his knowledge. 	TWo of the chiefs of these 

nspiracies were senators : but one of them had 
rved a long time in the army as a centurion, and 

le other was the son Oa physician. 	The son of 
a centurion, and a wool-comber, or at least one 
who worked in wool, had the same audaciousness; 
and one of the common people tried to debauch 
the fleet at ('yzicus, wlidsi: the emperor was at Ni- 
eomedia. 	All ilk .e attempts were fruitless, and 
served only to co,t the authors of them their liv:.s. 
But they do not the less prove the dreadful disor-
der into which :in alteration of theold finnlamental 
.inaxims of government, and the depravity oftho,e 

merful state. 	Even this. however, ii-, hut :i -liilit 'g  Ito arc at t lie head of doily pltmge knell the most 

etch ache trouble,  and combustion in witicn we 
shall  see  the Roman einpi:e some years hence. 

I have just inentiotu 	I leliogabaats's beirg  at Froliorstlicv 
Nic0111edia. 	lie went t hi' her in his way to Itoin..,:'.P n1;(wd: 

IV  passed the winter in that city. 	Upon  his arri-.,:th hi,  
vAew"*. 
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hand, at val there, he was guilty of a murder more shock- Nicome- 
dia. ing than any I have yet spoken of. He was under 
-Thic'• ap. the greatest of obligations to Gannys, the tutor of 

al. . his infancy, and the chief cause of his promotion 
to the throne. 	It was Gannys who laid the plan, 
who won over the soldiers, who introduced young 
Heliogabalus into their camp, and who contri-
buted more than any other to his victory over 
Macrinus. 	Garmys was esteemed by 111insa, and 
too well beloved by Soa'.mis, which last he was 
very near marrying with the consent of the prince 
her son, who was not averse to giving him the 
name of Cesar. 	To great vices he joined very 
estimable qualities. 	He loved pleasure, and w.!:; 
glad to receive money : but he never oppres:,cd 
any one, and was even beneficent. Wc have seen. 
that he was brave and intelligent in war. 	Assi- 
duous as a mini,ter, and careful as a governor, he 
exhorted his pupil to attend to the business of the 
state, and to regulate his conduct by the rules of 

, justice and moderation. 	This incensed Ilelioga- 
balus, who was so meanly cruel as to give him 
the first stab with his own hand, because no one 
of the soldiers dared to begin the execution. This 
horrid ingratitude quite unmasked the baseness 
of the new prince's heart, and rendered him the 
object of public detestation. 

Not less liboneable in his friendships than in his 
i 	' enmities, I! eliogahalus gave all his favour and con- 

l' 	I 	tityclua- fidcnceto Enlyebianus, a flatterer and imitator of 
rt,. 
ip,,,. his vices, a man dcstitute of all sense of shame, and 
r,_v.vi.v. who had been originally a stage-Imilbon by profes- 

.44ion, on which account he was as often called by 
tlic name of Corlia.zon,  which signifies in Glee!: a 
drall or buffoon, as by lii: own name. 	11cliogalia- 
his loadcd this wretch with dit.tnities and honours. 
Heinadehimprwtorian priefect,his collea:.ow in the 
consulship, and, which had never been known be- 

..1,,,  fore, three times prii.‘feet,  01 g0Ves nor, 01 Houle. 
. 	. 	I . '7. 	III' .  lie  listened to notwlmit him aiid ''iH 	ai  were Id, c 

4.1 
111111 
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him : even nesa herself; to whom he owed so 
much, and whose morals were far from being aus-
tere, lost part of her credit with him, by otrering 
some remonstrances. 	 • 

kleliogabalus took upon him, at Nicomedia, a Ilgev-
consulship, which he called his second, because lie t.:,,,,1 :,::: 
had attributed to himself that of Alacrinti.z. 	1)ion-i!!11;,. 
Cassius observes, that this prince, holding 	n nw.h,,,,„rel  in co-1"1 .''' 
tempt all decency and decorum, appeared contra-the li,i- 
Ty to established custom, on the day of the annual .',':,'r,;:u"tied. 
vows of the Romatr, which was the third of Ja-iio..,,mi. rk ow tivary, cloathed with the triumphal robe. 	lie de- Lo,,„; ,. f  
spised all the dresses and 211 the stuffs of the Greeks P::,,I-Li. 
and Romans. 	Wool was too mean for him : no- 	i';;,)%91721 
thing less than silk conld please him, and that dyed- LI. 

in purple, and embroidered with gold. 	It is well 
known how scarce and precious silk was in those 
days. 	Even the most bare-faced luxury did not 
then dare to use it, but by mixing it with other 
materials ; except a few women who had some-
times, though very seldom, worn dresses made en- 
tirely of silk. 	lieliogabalus 	was 	the 	 first 	man f.,7,,q,1. 
among. the Romans that ever adopted this el1;2ini-m,!;,... r6. 
IlaCV : 	nor was the shape of his cloaths less repug-11"r°4- 
mint. to the manners of the Romans. 	He dftssed 
himself like a priest of the sun, and not like an 
emperor; wearing a robe after the fashion of the 
PhoLnicians, a necklace, bracelets, and a kind of 
tiara, or crown, of gold set with jewels. 	In 	this 
garb he celebrated publicly the 	(masts of his 	I:1- 
rourite god, and 	peribrined 	the dances which 
were part of the ceremony. 

Ale•sa, who had sense and judgment, readily con-
ceiving how much this viol:Ilion of the ctiqoms or 
the Romans might prejudice her grandson, repre- 
sented to him, that, as he was goii!e; lo Rollie, 	it 
Nvoillil be wrong ill him to shock the eyes 	of Ilie 
inhabitan:s of Mat city, bv a dre,:s v hicli would he 
looked noon as forei:_;11  a nd lyirki ron,:, nn tweornin); 

the 
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the gravity of a man and the dignity of an empe- ,  
ror, and excusable in none but effeminate women. 
The consequence he drew from this advice of his 
grandmother was odd enough. 	He concluded, 
that it would be right to accustom the Romans to 
the sight of his dress, before he made his personal 
appearance among them. 	To this end he caused 
his picture to be drawn at full length, with his sa-
cerdotal ornaments, and on one side of him the 
figure of the god whose priest he was. 	This he, 
sent to Rome, with orders to hang it up in the most 
conspicuous part ofthe senate-house, over the statue 
of Victory, that the senators might offer him in- 
cense and libations of wine as they came in. 	He- 
rodian does not say what was the effect of this 
whimsical precaution. 	But it is easy to guess that 
it could not but hasten the indignation of the Ro-
mans, by exposing to their sight what they before 
knew only by report. What exasperated them still . 
more was, that he then began also to shew his mad 
zeal for the worship of his god, whose name he 
ordered all the priests to pronounce and invoke 
in their sacrifices, before that of any other deity. 

goes to As Ma2sa was very desirous to return to Rome,  i  
no' where she had formerly shone, and would 110W 

appear with a prodigious increase of grandeur, it 
is probable that Heliooabalus went thither as soon 
as 	possible. 	Upon his entering his capital, he 
gave the people the usual largesses, 	and 	tic' e 
them with magnificent games. 

1  s41 he :4,- 
n„d  

Al mesa's ambition prevented her saying to hcrsel * 
what she had so well remonstrated to her grandson. 

emus 
e fime-

lion of 3C- 
nater. 

She was not afraid of irritating and 	hurting the, 
minds, 

" I meribe chiefly to the  grandmother of lieliograbalus what. 
Lampridius says of his toothier, because these marks  of  ambi-
tion seem to agree  better with the character of Micsa than with 
that of  Sorrmis : antklicuides,  Lampridins himself says expre 
in two different places, (It,  & 15.) that fleliogabalus took' 
grandmother with him to the senate. 

   
  



BooK XXIII.] 	HELIOGABALUS.' 	 :::i 

mindsof the Romans by a novelty still mor: shock- briPrid• 
ing than the garb of licliogabalus. 	She entered, Ilaidg. 4. 

and made her daughter enter, with the emperor 
into the senate-house, where she gave her opinion 
as a member of the assembly, and was named at. 
the head of a senattis•-coilqiitum, as having help- 
ed to draw it up. 	This'example stands quite un- 
matched in all the Roman history. 	Neither Li- 
via, nor even Agrippina, C1'11' attempted such a 

, thing; 	nor did any princess in 	after-times, 	ever 
alledge what was no.v 0.ranted to Ma'sa and Soa- 
nis, by way of claimin ,,  the same prerogatives. ., 

Sozemis, who to use 	Lampridius's expression, 4̂.1connite in.  
ived 	like. 	a eourtexan, 	did 	not 	trouble 	herselft,n,ii. 

-inch about alrairs of state. 	Trifles engrossed al12, 6' 4' 
)er attention, and her son served her to her wish, 
y establishing on the Quirinal mount a senate or 

VOInerl, or which he made her president. • The 
oman ladies had heel] used to assemble there 

etore, upon certAin ceremonious occasions : but 
ow, mrtamorphosed 	into a senate, they deter- 
lined all matters relative to the 	dresses of wo- 
nen, the warts of carriages they wen' to be allow- 
(1 to ride in according to !heir several ranks, the 
eremonial oi',:almations among them, and other 
qually important ati:Ors. 
Tile emperor's occupations were not at all more 	 i.i' lli'it'"la..  

Criolls. 	I !(' had noiliiii;:r more at heart, from the  ?,,t,,4 roy 
()mein of his reaching Rome, 	than 	to establish  l-'''  e•'"•ur  " 'there the ‘yorship of his favourite god, upon thc i,!,i 

ruin of all other religious cult. 	Not sin istied with ih.Jr""4. 
prehsrring him bethre the other gods, not except4:167;!' 
ing  even .Jupiter Capitolimis; nor with degrading 
them all to the humble stations of stewards, se- 
cretaries, 	servants, &c. to his 	deity ; 	he 	would 
have no other  god worshipped in home but tlii; 
new comer, and to that end he removed all the 
most sacred objects a the veneration of the Ro- 

ans, to the temple which 	he 	built 	fbi' liim on 
ount Palatine. 	The stone of Pe*sinontinn, call- 

ed 
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cd the grandmother of the gods, the Palladium, 
the perpetual fire of Vesta, and the shield of Nu- . 
ma, were carried thither. 	To these he designed 
to add the religious ceremonies of the Jews and, 
Samaritans, and, with a madness not to be con-
ceived, the rites of Christianity, irreconcilable to .  
profane worship. 	He could not succeed in 	this 
last point : but the Pagans were more tractable ; 
and he had the satisfaction of assembling round 
his god all that was greatest and most conspicu-
ous in the empire, the senate and the order of 
knights forming a semicircle about him, and thc.  
pnutorian guards accompanying him whilst lie per- 
formed the ftmctions of his priesthood. 	The 
minds of all were indeed embittered against him -
but their resentment gave way to policy. 

I shall not here attempt to describe the hixti 
mid profilsion of the temple, the pomp of the sa-
crifices, the hecatombs of bulls, the heaps of per-
fumes, the most exquisite wines lavished by whole 
tuns, and running in streams with the blood of the 
victims, the entrails of which were 	borne in ba- 
solm of gold 1w the most illustrious personages of 
the state, who were fhrced 	to reckon these vile 
ollices an honour conferred upon them. 	Hclio- 
yabalus himself, forgetting all decency, appeared 
in hip Pluunician sacerdotal robe, painted round 
Iiit, eve,, and his cheek.; coloured with vermillion, 
di.,!"ci lc,:, s;iy: Ilyrodian, by that arthicial daub- 
fn,.1-, the fine  and graceful 	fice he 	had received 
limn Haiiire. 	in this condition 	he danced 	and 
sfifi‘.,:, marchinr \dill backward 	steps 	beliffe 	the 
snafu„ 411' 	his 0441 \vim' it v..' 	carried .1" 	l)1.0( 's-

. t'1(111. 	Public  rejo i cings, 	illum 	1inations, 	.argesses 
'CI vut oak, live animal', 	1-0, 5 ,21s of g( )1 d. 	alla 	sil- 
ver, and rich !Aids, crowned the festival. 	.. 

'These farces were not entirely a :port or alleeta- 
ton of the prince. 	Real persii:ision, or, to spelk• 
Imre justiv,superstition,  had a great share in them. 
lany observances to.whieh h,! submitted, and the 

a,,v he iircscri!)ed to luniselfilc%•cr to eat pork,cati-
imt 
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not he imputed to any other motive. 	I know not 

) , 

Nyhefhor we ought to credit what is said of his 
thinking of being 	castrated, in order to imitate 
the priests of ().bele : 	but there is no reason for 
not believing the testimony of historians who assert, 11: 
that lie always wore about him a prodigious num- s. 
her of all kinds of amulets ; that he practised ma-
gical ceremonies ; and that joining, as is common, 
cruelty to impiety, he sacrificed 	children, with a 
view of discovering; '4.1iturity in their entrails. 

A thing less odious, but ridiculous and extrava- Dio. & II 

( 	lya it to the highest degree, was his resolution ton'''.  b 	 • 
marry his god. 	Ile first thought of wedding him 
to .Pallas: - but that military goddess was not a fit • 
match for an all-pacific and even voluptuous god. 
lie therefore 	laid 	aside 	that 	priject, and 	fixed 
upon the celestial Venus of' Carthage, a goddess 
originally of Phoenicia, where she was worshipped 
under the name of Astarte. 	Besides., she passed 
fOr the same divinity as the moon ; and nothing 
could be more suitable than to marry the moon 
to the sun. 	The statue 	of the 	celestial 	Venus 
was accordingly brought from Carthage to Rome, 
and Heliogabalus took for her dower all the riches 
that were in her temple. 	lie celebrated the mar- 
riage of the god and goddess with all possible mag.. 
nifieence, and ordered all the nations and all the 
cities of the empire to make 	them presents on 
their wedding. 

, 

Ile practised the like extortions on account. 
his own marriages, in which he slimed the san 
folly, madness, and want. of !;1.1;une, as 	in all 
rest of his behavionr. 	In 	le•.s 	than 	lour y 

which he reiqned, he 	married 	four wives. 
first was Cornelia. 	Paula, a 	lads- 	of 	•I•cat be:nttv 
and hirrh birth. 	Ytt., had keen marl." '41  '  to Pool- 
[minus 11;t11,;, tvhose condemnation 	and tragical 

end 
, 	. 	 • 

' M. 11.. Tillemont 
, its: 	bitt 	tiv,r1 a ?:itivt  e 	. 	 4 
illy. hi:,!...,6,411 6,,Ink,  to in, to I)ukk,: them one anul 111!..11:+1 
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end I mentioned before. 	One of the crimes of 
that unfbrtunate senator was his having a hand- 
some wife. 	Ile was no sooner put to death, than 
Heliogabalus married Paula, without even giving 
her time to finish her mourning for her husband. 
He gave her the title of Augusta, and spent a pro- 
digious sum at this wedding. 	Not only the sena- 
tors, but their wives and the Roman knights re- 
ceived all of them valuable presents. 	The empe- 

• 13:5 : O. rot. likewise distributed six hundred • sesterees a- 
About piece to the citizens, and a thousand t to each of 

4'1' 8 '  0.  the soldiers. 	Ile also gave combats of'gladiators, 
and fights of wild beasts, in which fifty-one tvgers 
were killed at a time. 	After all these rejoicings, 
Heliogabalus repudiated Paula with ignominy, re-
ducing her to a private station, and divesting her 
of all the honours he had given her. 

He afterwards conceived, or pretended to have 
conceived, an unbounded passion for a vestal call- 
ed Aquilia Scvera. 	What prompted him most to 
this, was, undoubtedly, the illegality and impiety 
or the deed. 	Ile went in person to the temple of 
Vesta, forced away his prey by downright vio- 
lence, and 	then wrote to the senate, '' That a 
" high-priest like him, and a priestess, should be- 
" get children that 	would 	delight 	the 	gods." 
Tlin,:, 	says Dion 	Cassius, 	did he pride himself 
upon an action for which he ought to have been 
whipped through the streets of Rome, and after-
wards strangled in a prison. 

Ile did not keep this dishonoured vestal long ; 
but soon took a third wife, then a fourth, and af-
terwards returned to Severa. 

011.. (heat as these enormities are, they still fall inti- 
"" du--  cb,-ris. nitcly short of the monstrous crimes Heliogabalus 

SN'aS ',Mil ty Of in othershapes ; crimes soabominable, 
and of such a nature, as to procure him this advan-
tage, that no modest writer can think of entering 
into any detail of' them. 	With what words could 
he relate the actions ol'a prince who personated the 

character 
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character of a courtezan, who married as if he 
had been a woman, and who, dressed like a fe-
male, and following the occupations of that sex;  
took a:pleasure in being called Madam and Empress? 

His husband was one Hierocles, originally a Ca-
rian slave, and a chariot-driver in the circus. This 
wretch acquired a power greater than that of the 
emperor himself. 	Whoever wanted a favour, was 1....,,,p,47 
forced to buy it of him * : he promised some, rm..").  
naced others, and drew money from all by deceiv- 
ing them. 	" I have spoken to the emperor abotit 
" you," said he to the greedy courtiers, " your 
" request will be granted ;" or, on the contrary, 
" you have much to fear." 	Frequently, there was 
not the least foundation for a syllable of what he 
said ; but yet he always insisted on being well paid. 
He sold smoke t, to use the common expression of 
the Romans of those clays, and made an ample re-
venue of his influence over the prince : an artifice 
which succeeds, says the historian, not only with 
bad princes, but also with those who, though they 
mean well, neglect their al-lairs. 	His mother, who 	Dia. 
was still a slave when he first began to be in favour, 
was carried to Rome in great pomp, escorted by 
a body of troops, and ranked among the ladies 
whose husbands had been consuls. 	Heliogabalus 
was so thoroughly submissive to Flierocles, that he 
suffered him to beat and buffet him even so as to 
leave marks of violence. 	He boasted of this ill 
treatment, as a sign of his friend's great regard for 
him, and intended to reward him for it by creating 

him 

* I ascribe to ilierocles what Lampridius says of Zoticus, 
who will soon be taken notice of in my text. 	The credit of 
this last was of so short a duration, according to Dion Cassius, 
that he had not time to make a bad use of it. 

t Qui . . . onmia Ileliog,thali diet?. & f :eta venderet flunk 
. . . ut aunt homines bitjusmodi, qui ti admissi therint ad ni• 
miarn fiuniliaritatom prineipum, Lnunn non sulunt malorum. 
sed etiava bonorum principum N Mall Ilt. 
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him Caesar. 	But his attachment to this inflimous 
wretch proved one of the principal causes of his 
ruin. 

Ilierocles was however afraid of being supplant- 
ed by a rival. 	Aurelius Zoticus, a native of Smyr- 
na, and the son of a cook, pleased 	tieliogabalus. 
But his credit was of short duration. 	Hit:rocks 
made him lose it by a means which modesty for- 
bids our mentioning. 	Zoticus was ordered to 
leave Home and Italy, and his disgrace proved an 
advantage to him, for lie thereby 	saved 	his life, 
\VII ilq 11  i  erodes perish ed in thcrevolutionbywhich 
Ale:,:ander Severus was placed upon the throne. 

thher in- 	After what has been said, it would be needless 
tI,', 41',':',It'is,a_to observe that a prince so impudent in his actions, 
,,.., 	W:1'; likewise so in hi..; speeches and discourse. 	Nor 

"'" id. 	skill I (NTH upon certain indecencies which, tho' 10„1  h. 
they would leave an eternal stain upon any other 
prince, scarcely deserve being noticed in such a one 

1);,,. 	as Iicliogabalus. 	He drove chariots in the games 
of time circus, at which presided his praetorian prte-
tects, the first ofthe senators,his mother, h is grand-• 
mother, and other ladies : and in the exercise of 
this vile function, lie saluted the judges who were 
to distribute the prizes, and the soldiers, with his 
whip, as if he had been a common driver ; de-
mandMg his salary, and stretching out his hand for 
a few pieces of gold. 	He danced, not only upon 
t he stage, but even whilst he gave audience, or liar-
ntngited the people ; when his thought ought cer-
tainly to have been rate!) more seriously employed. 

I: 1 , m;•,1 	'111C,,c, howevL r, .vvere ;inks which some of his 
. ' ,̀t,'1 .:1 '

d. 
	predecessors had been equally guilty of. 	But his 

..: a 	madness in point of luxuty was carried Lir beyond 
any thing that eN en Vitellius or Nero ever thought 
of: 	1-ampritlins inention. 	several instances of his 
excesses of thitt kind, which he owns scent incredi- 
ble even to him. 	Let its intt extend our belief be- 
yond the pos,Ability °filature. That only excepted, 

cvery 
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every thing may be credited Of a monster in whom 
extravagance and corruption contended which 
should rule. 

He began early, being yet but a private man, 
that is to say, not fourteen years of age, when he 
declared his intention of imitating Apicius. 	The 
couches on which he and his guests lay when at 
table, were covered with cloth of gold ; he never 
stirred out with less than sixty carriages to attend 
him ; and when his grandmother Miesa reproved 
hint for this extravagance, representing to him 
that his revenues, great as they were, could not 
possibly suflice,.and that he would bring himself 
to a very melancholy condition ; his answer was, 
f‘ That he intended to be his own heir." 

When emperor, he gave a loose to all his fancies. 
The only occupation of his life was to seek new 
pleasures. 	He proposed premiums for such as 
should invent ragouts not known before. 	If they 
succeeded, a silken robe, then esteemed an ex- 
cceding rich and costly present, was their reward. 
If their sauce did not please, they were condemned 
not to eat any other thing, until they had repaired 
their fault by a better and more happy invention. 

I cannot be expected to give an exact detail of all 
the follies of Heliogabalus's luxury : for which rea-
son I shall select what seems to me most striking. 

His beds and couches were of massy silver ; and 
on his table were served up dishes of mullets li-
vers, brains of thrushes and of tbreign birds, and 
heads of parrots, pheasants, and peacocks. 	Can 
this be wondered at, when he fed his (logs with 
the livers of geese, and the lions of his menagerie 
with parrots and pheasants ? His supper never 
cost him less than an hundred * thousand sester-• ,ve, 
ces, and frequently thrice that sum. 	 £ 530. 

Fond of every thing that was odd and out of the 
common way, he took a pleasure in making one 
and the same meal at the houses of live ditli‘rent 

Vo I,. VII T. 	8 	 friendti, 
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friends, situated in five different and distant park: 
of the city. 	Each of these houses had an enter 
tainment for him, and he went from one to the 
other, so that a repast often lasted the whole clay. 

If iie was near the sea he would not taste fish ; 
but if he was at a great distance f'rom it, his table 
was covered with sea-fish. 	Sometimes, in inland 
villages, he treated the peasants with mullets roes. 
,The dearer a thing was, and the more difficult to 
be had, the more it pleased his palate ; and he 
even loved to have all his eatables over-rated to 
him, saying, That his purveyors Whetted his ap-
petite by making an extraordinary charge. 

It might indeed have been justly said of him, that 
he knew how to squander away his riches, but uot 
how to give f. He often ordered the same sorts of 
meats as were set upon his table, and equal quan-
tities of them, to be thrown out of the windows. 
Instead of dry sweet-meats,.and other trifles of that 
kind, which were frequently given to friends to 
take home with them, Heliogabalus presented. his 
guests with eunuchs, saddle-horses richly capari-
soned,coaches or cars with four horses, a thousand 
pieces of' gold, or an hundred weight of silver. 

I  'anT rid. il•  When he gave largesses to the peoplefit was not by 
Herod. distributing money among them, but  by leaving to 

their mercy, to scramble for as they could, whole 
droves of fatted oxen, camels, stags t, &c. 	This 
often prodticed battles, which seldom ended with-
out the loss of several lives, whilst the prince look-
ed on, and thought it a diversion ; for he delight-
ed in mischief, and shcwed a spirit of tyranny  in 
all his follies. 

He frequently invited the chief men of the city 
dine or sup with him, and made them drink be- 

. 	 yond 
. 	. 	It is said of Otho, in Tacitus,  M.O./.  30. 	Pcrdere isle ‘,.. zsc

ik

.to 

. . 	, 	iel, &m+ ere nesciel. 
tfne  text rays, .vervosi slaves.  Aut  Sahnasius thinks it ought 

, be terms,  slags,  that all the parts of the  enumerativu may 
grmaity  Speakivg  of nothivg but beasts. 
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Fond all measure. 	On the other hand, he loved to 
torment parasites with hunger, ordering their table 
to be covered with representations of meats made of 
ivory, wax, glass, or painted wood. 	Sometimes he 
stifled them with heaps of violets and otherflowers, 
thrown over them in such prodigious quantities, 
that the poor wretches remained buried under 
them, without being able to extricate themselves. 

I fear I have tired the reader with this disagree-
able detail, which I could not totally suppress, 
because it skews to how great a degree the abuse 
of the supreme power and of imperial opulence may 
be carried ; but which it is needless to dwell on 
any longer, as the farther instances Which I might 
add, would not enforce the instruction already 
conveyed. 

I cannot, however, avoid taking some notice of 
Heliogabalus's luxury in his dress and person. lie 
wore garments of cloth of gold enriched with pre-
cious stones, so heavy, that he could not help say-
ing * he sunk beneath the weight of magnificence. 
Be adorned his shoes with stones engraved by the 
greatest artists, as if the beauties of their curious 
workmanship, which required being held pretty 
close to the eye in order to their being seen, would 
have been noticed and admired upon his feet. 

He generally wore, within the palace, a diadem 
set with precious stones,because he thought it 
added to the beauty of his face, and gave him a 
feminine air : but he never dared to appear in 
public with that mark of royalty, detested by all 
the Romans. 

lie never wore linen that had been washed, 
saying it was fit only for beggars : nor did he ever 
put on the same shoes twice, nor, it is said, the 
same ring. The pavement of the porticoes through 
which he was to pass in order to go to his horse or 

coach, 
2 

4" (bum gravari he dictret were voluptatis. 	1amPrid. 1-?' 
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coach, was strewed with gold or silver dust.  Eli 
his carriages were set with jewels ; gold and ivory' 
Seeming to him too common ornaments. 

Let us finish this tedious detail of Heliogabalus's 
extravagancics with observing, that he himself, far 
from blushing at any thing he did, seemed on the. 
contrary to relish the very ignominy of his actions.: 
'abius thug-es and the son of the first Scipio Afri.2 

!calms, were famous in history for the disorders of 
their youth : 	and it has been said, 	that 	their fit.,! 
hers, in order to correct them by a sense of shame; 

made them appear in public in an uncommon dressl 
.1.he prince we are speaking of affected 	this sin. 
gularity; thinking his person embellished by that 
very distinction, which had fbrmerly been intend.; 

. 	cc' as a chastisement to young dcbauchees. 	i 
I must observe, that some of the luxurious in,', 

vent ions which this detestable 	emperor first in1  
19, 22, 31. troduced, were con tinued after he was dead. Laml 

pridins remarks it, in three different places,  and 
from thence gives us room to conclude, that lux-1 
ury is attended with such powerful charms, as 
still to enchant its votaries in spite of every exam+ 
ple most capable of making it be disliked. 

0 pq.it,i 	It is easy to judge in what manner, and to what 
,,,a iii.“-,., sort of people, Heliogabalus gave all the posts and ,,ivun to 
ruin of in. oilices of the state. 	I have already observed, tbal 

' 	farn'rn, 	lie was not ashamed to make the buffoon liutychiai 
I 'i  4arri, to r• nus, proorian prayfeet, governor of Rome, and hii 

colleague in the consulship. 	But, in general, 11( 
debased and vilified all dignities by the meannesso 
the birth and the infamous vices of those he pre, 
ftrred to them. lie made his freed-men governor' 
ofpruvinces,cmperor'slietttertants,proconstds. 1-1 
took his aim s of the imperial palace from off tin 
:l a ac, and out of the circus. 	(h 	an 
dancers be came the first men in the state. 	If othe 
recommendations were wanting

' 
 money did tin 

iici nc, 	The prince, either by hiniselr,  or by thl 
davi 
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slaves and ministers of his pleasures, sold every 
employment, civil and military. 	Money procur-
ed a seat in the senate, without regard to age, 
birth, or merit, or even to the once necessary con-
dition of having a landed estate in Italy. 

Lost as Heliogabal us was to all sense of honour nelloga-
and of virtue, he nevertheless thought of acquir- tilt% or 
ing military fame, by making war upon the Mar-making  
comanni. 	But this was only a sudden momentary't'init„': 
start of a weak. and fickle mind; a design which manni. 
vanished almost as soon as it was formed. 	Lampria.

9. 
This is the substance of what we find most re- Pretended 

markable in the authors who have spoken of then! u I  . 
government and personal conduct of Heliogaba- 
lus. 	I have now remaining to relate only his fall, 
which, according to Dion Cassius, was foretold by 
several presages, and particularly by a pretended 
prodigy, the recital of which does no great ho-
nour to the judgment of that historian. 

A spectre, says that credulous writer, callingnio. 
itself Alexander the Great, and imitating his air, 
his armour, and his dress, appeared suddenly, I 
know not in what manner nor with what circum- 
stances, on the borders of the Danube. 	From 
thence it traversed Alcsia and Thrace, accom-
panied by four hundred men, who, dressed like 
the ministers of Bacchus, with skins over their 
shoulders, and spears in their hands, travelled 
with it, without doing the least hurt to any one. 
The apparition was honoured and well treated 
wherever it. went : inns were prepared for it upon 
the roads, with tables well served ; and no one, 
either officer, 	soldier, 	intendant, 	or 	governor, 
dared to stop or attempt to resist it. 	The spectre 
declared it would go to Asia ; upon which it was 
conducted with great pomp, on the day it had 
iixed; as far as 	Byzantium. 	It crossed from 
thence to Cldeedi, where, after having oinsred 
a sacrifice in the night, and buried a wooden horse 
in the ground, it vanished. 
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To remove all doubt of the truth of this stor 
Dion Cassius takes particular care to tell us, that 
he himself was then upon the spot : and he seems 
satisfied that this phantom denoted Alexandak Se-
verus, who soon after succeeded his cousin Hello- 
gabalus. 	For my part, I see nothing in it but the 
tricks of an adventurer, who, taking the hint from 
Caracalla's recent madness for Alexander of Ma-
cedon, devised this stratagem in order to live some 
time at the expcnce of the public, and, the better 
to conceal the fraud, affected to. have the same 
desire of imitating Bacchus. 	These 	kind 	of 
schemes never can be carried on for any length 
of time : and accordingly, when our adventurer 
found that the charm was on the point of break-
ing, he prudently withdrew without taking leave 
of any one. 	But to proceed to matters of mo 
serious importance.  

mea of aigna- 
fl 	all a t. Helioabalus's abominable conduct had drawn 
the orders upon him the indignation of all mankind. 	Not 
attic 
state, and only the senators, and the honest part of the in- 
pa,:leutar. habitants of Rome, but even the soldiery were  • 
t3• "t 
sult?i:ay, 
agoin4t 

incensed against him. 	From the time of his be- n 
ginning to make himself known by his first disor- 

him. 

ta,„;,;(1. 
ders at Nicomedia, they had begun to repent their, 
choice ; and their hatred of him had increased ever 

b,  dr 10. since, in proportion to the accumulated enormity. 
— of his behaviour. 	On the other hand, they had a 

strong inclination for his cousin, how whose and. 
able and virtuous youth they conceived the great-
est hopes of real happiness. 

Amiable 
charactur 
or his con. 
gin Alexi- 
nnun. the 
7on of ma. 

Alexianus, (for that was the name of the young 
prince,) was born about the year of Christ '208, or 
209, at A Irma. in Phcenicia, of Genius Mareianns 
and i\lainaa. 	All we know of his t1ttller, is that  

Ina' a  ' T; um,, 
Ha;og.,r  

he was a Syrian, and attained the consulship. 	Ilis 
mother Mamlea, the second daughter of Hasa, is 

l'` t . SeT• greatly and justly celebrated in history. 	gorn of 
4 tinnily remakable for its corruption, she preserv-, 
ed herself from the contagion of had example. 
Her mother would, indeed, willingly have cast a 
II  
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great stain upon her reputation, by making Cara- 
calla pass for the father of her son. 	To aggran- 
dize herself was all that the ambitions Musa. 
thought of; no matter by what means. 	But her 
calumny, justly suspected because it was plainly 
calculated to promote her own interest, is refitted 
by the clearness of Mamma's conduct from the 
time of her being first known in history; and the 
uncommon strictness with which she educated her 
son, must justify her in the minds of all dispas-
sionate people. 

It has even been said that she was a Christian : r fb•E r , 
and it must be owned that the terms in which Eu- juig.-2.1: 
sebius speaks of her, seem to authorize this opi- 
nion. 	He calls her a princess of* great piety to-' c ,...:,--
wards the divinity: which, in the mouth of a Chris-`ate"' 
tian and a bishop, may be supposed to imply the 
profession of Christianity. 	He adds, that, struck 
with the great reputation of Origin, she sent for 
him during her stay at Antioch, and received in-
structions from him concernine,  the glory of the 
Lord, and the evangelical doctrine. 	But he does 
not say that she actually embraced  the  Christian 
religion ; nor shcald we at any time lay too great 
a stress upon the words of Eusebius, who, though 
a bishop, 	as very worldly-minded. 	What cannot 
be doubted, is that she retained an inclination fbr 
the Christians, and that she inspired her son with 
the same sentiments. 

She brought him up with great care, and gave terp,q., 
him excellent masters to instruct him early in the3'"'" 
polite arts, and in all the military exorcises. 	The 
young Alexianus, who had natorally good parts 
and a sweet disposition, readily listened to his in-
structors, and laid it doe n as a rule, which he ob- 
served all his life, to devote 	some 	part of every 
day to the study of literature and the exercise of 
arms. 	He  succeeded better in the Greek elo- 
quence, than in the Litin. 	The Greek was his 
natural tongue. 	Born in Syria, of Syrian parents, 
it is not to be wondered at if he was less fond  o1 

the; 
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the Latin, which was to him a foreign language. 
Alannea was still more cal ern] to instruct him in 
virtue, than in learnieg ; 	and she had 	the satis- 
faction of finding him ready to receive every good 

4,,s. 1 t. irrIpn ,s,,ion. 	Besides this, iie had a pleasing coun- 
tenance, a sprightly •,ensible 	look, a genteel per- 
son, and was stro7-tg for his age ; so that he want-
ed no one accomplishment capable of engaging 
the affections of those that knew him. 

mrera Pre.  vailm upon It was with reason therefore that Mrusa, disap- 
c !rito-,a.. pointed in her expectations of lieliogabalus, now 

ado pt his 
s to fixed her hopes upon Alexianus. 	She saw that the 

cousin. indignation of the soldiery, joined to that of all the 
Herod. lib. other orders of the state, would not leave the eld- 

est of her grandsons long upon the throne. 	She 
feared the. blow which would recoil upon herself; 
and probably reduce her to a private station. 	To 
guard against it, she resolved to make Heliogaba-
lus adopt Alexianus. 	The ridiculousness of an 
adoption, by which a youth of thirteen was to ac-
quire a father of only seventeen years of age, was 
a circumstance which soon gave way to more im- 
portant considerations. 	But the difficulty, was 
how to make fieliogabalus consent to a step which 
could not but displease him, and ofwhich he might 
easily foresee the consequences. 	However, she 
hi ought him to it gently and dexterously. 	" You 
“ ought, said she, to attend 	to the functions  of 
" vour priesthood, the mysteries, the festivals, and 
" other matters belonging- to the worship of your 
i'' gud. 	Take an assistant 1111011 	whom  you may 
' re.,t 111(' weight or your worldly concerns, and 
, who, charged with the administration of anirs, 
, will leave you all the splendour and all the en- 
, joyment 01 the imr vial power, at the faille time 
' that he xvill ielieve you crow all its troubles and 

einharasqueut;;. 	That assistant is at hand : nor 
4 1,vould it he reasonable 	to think of a stranger, 
, Noi nst your con,in is alive.'' 

jkliogabalus had no ,!;reat cunning. 	Ile relished 
ti.grantnother';, propoAl,aud imniediately tirrm- 

cd 
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to himself a plan of happiness suited to his dar- 
ling inclinations. 	Full of this idea, he went to 	A:0 	,72.  
the senate accompanied by Mersa and Soaernis, 
and declared that he adopted Alexianus, and nam- 
ed him Caesar. 	He congratulated himself upon 
his being .able to have at once such a son ; and 
protested that he desired no other, being glad to 
preserve his house from. intestine feuds and dis- 
cords by thus adopting its only heir. 	He added, 
that his god had inspired him to take this step, 
and that it was the will of the same god that his 
adopted son should be called Alexander. 	By the 
act of adoption, he communicated to him the 
names of Marcus-Aurelius ; and it is highly pro-
bable that Caracalla's veneration for the memory 
of the conqueror of Asia and the Indies, was the 
motive which induced lieliogabalus to change 
the name of Alcxianus into that of Alexander.— 
It appears by medals, that it was likewise at this 17ind 

time that the name of Severus was given him,,7„,'„11• -  jr.',,, 
doubtless in order to revive the remembrance ofAfr.r.s,,, 
the prince to whom this family owed its gran- 
deur. The new Caesar was appointed consul with 
the emperor for the following year. 

The satisfaction which Heliogabalas felt at first lie wat
ut

rt
s 

from this adoption, did not last long. 	By virtu4s1.)edop;cit 
of his new parental authority over Alexander, he ndbutp 
pretended to direct his education ; of the plan ot f ' _re nu .sreo &- 
which we may easily judge, when we consider that i",z V'11'-
it was formed by 1-Ieliogabalus, Nvho had often de- m" 
dared, that he (lid not wish to have sons, for fear 
they should give him the mortification oi turning 
out well. In that situation he had now put himself 
by the adoption of his cousin, all whose inclinations /..ppri,i. 
were good and virtuous. Ile therelbre tried to per-"L 
vert him ; and, 	the 	better to thrill him after hishr"14  
own model, wanted to associate him to the func-
tions of his priesthood, and to make him execute 
indecent and lascivious dances. 	In this he met 
with great opposition from Manura, whose excel- 

lent 
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lent instructions had given her son a disgust to 
every thing that was mean and unworthy of his 
rank, and who, continuing what she had happily be- 

, gun, cherished in him the progress of wisdom by 
the lessons of the best and most virtuous masters. 
She likewise took care to strengthen his body, as 
I said before,by exercises becoming a prince,mak- 
ing him learn the use of arms,wrestling and riding. 

He  t,*„ 	fieliogabalus, incensed at this conduct of Ma- 
anaversion mwa, drove all Alexander's masters from the pa- 
to hial.,oursanel lace,alledging that they alienated his son's affection ende  
to get rid from him, but, in reality, because they confirmed 
of him by him in his virtuous principles. Some of them were secret 
snares. 	banished, and others put to death. 	Among these 
'n'"P' i. 	last Lampridius mentions Silvinus, a rhetorician. Hello:. 16.   

The famous civilian Ulpian, suffered a disgrace, 
which was however soon ended by the death of 
his persecutor ; with whose successor, Alexander, 
we shall soon see him enjoy the highest favour. 

Lompril. Ile] io,,abalus did not stop here. 	He took an ab- n S, 17. .iima mo.  solute aversion to his adopted son anti endeavour- 
ed to poison him : but the vigilance of Illamwa 
deleatcd his designs. 	None were suffered to go 
near the young prince, but such as she herself 
made cli,icc of: she did not suffer him to be 
ser‘cd by the officers of the palace, nor to eat or 
drink ato, 	thir 2: hut what she prepared with her 
own hands, and 	(lit him by people in whom she 
could confide. 	At the same time she took parti. 
cular care to secure the affections of the soldiery 
already well.dispoced in favour of her son, by giv- 
ing them private la rr_teses ; 	whilst Heliogabalus, 
lie' srveriur,t, 	in 	his detestable behaviour, added 
daily to nu ir haired and contempt, and now in. 
carrel their indiLl-nation 	more than ever by his 
treatnu nt of Alexander. 

mesa seconded Marmea powerfully, and pro- 
tected the work oilier own hands. 	Sensible, intel- 
ligent, and long accustomed to all the tricks and 
-Artifices of the court, she 	easily disconcerted all 

the 
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the bad designs of Hcliogabalus, whose only stu-
dy was how to destroy Alexander and his mother, 
but who, vain, indiscreet, and talkative, divulged 
his own schemes before he gave them time to ripen. 

After several fruitless attempts to procure the He attacks 
death of the young prince, either by assassination him i 	open- 

or by drowning him in the bath, Heliogabalus en- - 
raged at the miscarriage of his secret machina-
tions, at length resolved to proceed to open vio- 
lence. 	Accordingly, after retiring, for his own 
security, 	to a garden which he had, near the 
skirts of the city, he sent two orders one to the 
senate, and the other to the praetorians, to divest 
Alexander of the title of Ca-ar ; and at the same 
time he posted 	murderers to kill him, in case 
they should find an opportunity for so doing, du-
ring the confusion he expected the execution of 
his orders would occasion. 	 . 

The senate received the emperor's command u£t
se
h
dithn

. 
 

with silence and astonishment. 	But the soldiery, toriansPo% 
less patient, no sooner saw Heliogabalus's eirus-Itignhin,  
saries begin 	to throw dirt 	upon 	the 	inscription „,,,`„',:•,"ii.,̀. 
under 	Alexander's 	statues, 	than, 	transported lion, 	wits 
with rage, they 	flew instantly, 	some of them 
to the palace, to defi..nd the life of the young Ce-
sar; and other,4,det erm hied to revenge him, to the 
gardens to which the wicl.«1 emperor had retired. 

The first of these found Alexander with his mo-
ther and grandmother, well guarded by a faith- 
ful troop,and carried them to the camp. 	The lat- 
ter, who had directed their steps against Helioga- 
halus, surprized him unawares. 	 e waited se- 
curely for the execution of his orders, and, think-
ing of nothing but his pleasures, was preparing 
for a chariot-race in which he intended to dispute 
the prize. 	Terrified 	by 	the noise and tumult 
which. he heard, he hid himself, and sent Antio-
chianus, one of the prxtorian prijects, to the sol- 
diers, to appease them. 	They were but few in 
number, their tribune Aristoinachus having kept 

back 
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back the greatest part of the cohort, by not letting 
its standard be removed out of the camp. 	Less 
haughty, by reason of their want of strength, 
than they would otherwise have been, they listen-
ed to the remonstrances of Antiochianus, who re-
presented to them the solemn oath they had tak-
en to the emperor, and exhorted them not to be 
guilty of the heinous crime of shedding his sacred 
blood. 	They yielded, on condition that Helioga- 
Wins should repair to the camp. 

He went thither, pale and trembling : and the 
soldiers, arbiters of their princes, dictated laws to 
Hcliogabalus,insisting that he should remove from 
about his person all the vile companions of his 
debaucheries, all comedians, chariot-drivers, and 
men of bad characters, and particularly all those 
\vho made a traffic of his favour and indulgence. 
Heliogabalus agreed to all, except giving up II i- 
erodes. 	He prayed, intreated, wept, uncovered 
his bosom and cried out, " Strike, strike me ra- 
" ther than hint. 	Grant me the life of that only 

' 
" friend, or kill your 	emperor.'' 	The soldiers, 
who had already yielded once, now gave way 
again, and ceased to demand the death of Hiero- 
des. 	But they recommended to their prwfeets, 
not to suffer the emperor to continue the 	licen- 
tious life he had led till then ; and charged them 
to watch over the safety of Alexander, and to pre- 
'vent him 	seeing any of lleliogabalus's friends, 
lest their bad example should prove hurtftil to his 
innocence. The praetorians were right in all their 
demands. 	But what can we think of a govern- 
incnt in which the soldiery prescribe the laws, and 
:he prnicc 	and their chielofficcis submit to them! 

1 
r  .:,.. 

The emperor', reconciliation with hi3 adopted 
i. 	;011 la,.1t.41 no longe r than the CCM' WhiCh hilll 	QV, 

, 	isr ,. 1011(11 it. 	'.the  moment the danger was ov( r, Ile. 
ii mr,a balus yet tirin'd to his lin. int.1 &signs, and lw. 

,•iiit acaili to lay snares fir Alexander's lire. 	He 
v ould nOt cycn now be at the trout& orcoilccllinf,-; 

his 
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his hatred ; and when the first of January came, on A • 11. 973' 
which day he was to take possession of the consul-
ship with the young Caesar, and go with him in 
state to the senate-house, and from thence to the 
capitol, he for a long while refhsed to comply with 
that indispensable ceremony. At length, however, 
his mother and grandmother, by convincing him 
that the soldiers were ready to mutiny, if he per-
sisted any longer in spewing so open an aversion 
to his cousin, prevailed on him, about noon, to 
put on the robe preetexta, and go to the senate. 
But nothing could induce him to go to the capi-
tol : and the pnefect of the city was obliged to of: 
ter up the sacrifices, in which the ministry of the 
consuls had always been required on that solemn 
day. 

All his thoughts were bent upon stratagems to liTier:',' 
get rid of .Alexander : but fearing lest the senate mitom 
should displace him by chusing another emperor,liner.  
he on a sudden ordered all the senators to leave 
Rome. 	Ile had long accustomed himself to hold 	,,,,,id. 
that august assembly, the glory of the empire, in''' 
contempt, and often called the senators a pack of 
slaves "disguised in the habits of great men. They 
were forced to obey instantly, without being al-
lowed time to prepare even what was necessary 
for their journey ; insomuch that those of them 
who had not their carriages at hand, were forced 
to hire others. 	Sabinus, who had been consul, was 
the only one that did not seem in a hurry to de- 
part. 	The emperor, being infbrmed of it, order- 
ed a centurion to go and kill him. 	Luckily, he 
spoke with a very low voice ; and the centurion, 
who was somewhat deaf, thought he was bid only 
to conduct Sabinus out of the city : a mistake 
which saved time life of that senator. 

In getting rid of the senate, 	Heliogabalus re- I ho 1”.•T IAJ 
moved only the least of his dangers ; and it i 	i u r- Lt,„11VI'l" ' 
prizing he should not have seen that the •,oldiersh,n, dnd 

V 	','re k. k 111 	hor. 

Ml nicipia to,44tm. 
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,vete those he ought most to fear. 	He resolved 
to sound them, by giving out that Alexander was 
threatened with speedy death : but his trial suc- 
ceeded very badly. 	The prittorians, upon this 
news, grew quite outrageous, refused to send him 
his usual guard, and insisted absolutely on seeing 
Alexander, and on having him brought into their 
camp. 

Heliofr0 takingabalus yielded, and 	the young 0 
prince in his pompous car; shining with gold and 
jewels, carried him to the camp, there to seek his 
own death. 	The przetorians immediately declar- 
ed their sentiments very plainly, by receiving him 
with great coldness, and his adopted son, or ra-
ther his rival, with every demonstration of joy and 
gladness. 	Hatred and jealousy kindled up in the 
breast of Ileliogabalus

'
who, forgetting at that 

juncture, when he ought most to have remember-
ed it, the timidity with which he had always be-
haved towards the troops, very imprudently or-
dered the most forward of the soldiers, and those 
who distinguished themselves by their zeal fbr 
Alexander, to be arrested. 	This order was the 
,ignal for the battle. 	Some of the troops still 
obeyed llcliogabalus, and attempted to seize his 
victims. 	The others, more numerous, immedi- 
ately undertook to defend their comrades. 	Ma- 
intra and Soa:mis, who had repaired to the camp, 
placed themselves each at the head of her son's 
party, and animated the combatants. 	The vic- 
tory was not a moment doubtful, the cowardly 
lijliogabalus limning away the instant the fray 
began,to hide himself in the filthiest place he 
could have fbund. The ministers and accomplices 
of his crimes, abandoned by him, were the first 
that felt the fury of the victorious soldiers, who 
made tl.cni suffer deaths as cruel as their lives had 
been infiwious. 	lie himself was afterwards sought. 
fOr, and, being fimnd, was killed with his mother, 
who held him closely embraced in her arms. 

Thm 
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Thus even the precautions he had taken in or- 
tier to die with luxury, were rendered 	useless. L , ...,,id• 
For, conscious that his end would not be natural,s3' 
he had provided cords of silk to strangle himself 
with, swords with golden blades to stab himself; 
and vases of great price to drink poison out of, in 
.case he should chuse to end his being by that 
means. 	He is likewise said to have built a very 
high turret, the foot of which was paved with pre-
cious stones, that by throwing himself down upon 
them, he might dash his brains out in the midst 
of magnificence. 	Such was the extravagance of 
this wretch, whose throat Was cut in a bog-house. 

His head was cut off, as was also that of Setne-
mis, a princess not less criminal than unfortunate, 
and who, to sum up her character in one word, 
was worthyi 	to be the mother of such a son. Their 
naked bodies were dragged through the city with 
every kind of ignominy. 	We are not told what 
became of that of Sounis. 	As to the carcase of 
Heliogabalus, the outrageous populace tried to 
cram it into one of the sinks of Rome ; but the 
entrance being too narrow, it was thrown into the. 
river : a sepulchre fbll as honourable as he de-
served. 

Heliogabalus was but eighteen years old when 
he perished. 	He had reigned three years, nine 
months, and four days, reckoning from the day 
on which he gained the battle against Macrinus. 
Consequently he was killed on the eleventh of 
March. 

This prince has never been spoken of but with 
horror and contempt. 	The senate ordered his 
uame to be erased out of the Roman Annals. 
Neither Dion Cassius nor Lampridius ever give 
him the name of Antoninus, which he dishonour- 
ed by his vices. 	Dion calls him Pseudo-Antoni-
nus,. Assyrian, Sardanapalus: and after his death, 
by an insulting allusion to the last fate of his dead 

body 
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body,  thrown into the Tiber, he was surnamed 
Tiberinus. 

With 	him perished 	IIieroeles, 	the praetorian 
prx.fect, the city prafect liu!vim ; and scarce any 
One of those who had partaken of his crimes, 
escaped death. 	Aurelius 	El:Indus, a native 	of 
Emcsa, superintendant of the 1..tanies, author of 
several grievous vexations, and sx•to, to satisfy the 
greediness of one man had render 	'1 himself the 
enemy of all, was torn in pieces by the people and 
the soldiers. 

We are not told of any public buildings erect-
ed by Heliogabalus, except the temple of his god, 
and the porticoes round Caracalla's baths. 	This 
last work, which he left imperfect, was finished by 
ins successor. 

the ci ,hiny The colony of Emmaus, founded by Vespasian trez.:,.. i after the taking of Jerusalem, as I have related in 
36.A. the sixteenth book of this history, was greatly de- 
E aeb. 

1 reg. cayed. 	Julius Africanus, a native of that place, 
T" 1" as is believed, a Christian by religion, and author 
Ml. Re.

„„ eh ,. 7 , 
ill. 	.,,,r. 3 
r 	Jul. 
Afi

.  „ c „,. 

. of a learned Chronology, of which Eusebius has 
preserved several considerable fragments, was de-
puled to Rome towards the end of the reign of 
lleliogabalus, to petition the re-establishment of 
this colony, which he obtained from his successor;  
Alexander Severus. 	It may be doubted whether 
it was not then that Emmaus changed its name 
into that of Nicopoli.t. 

1)00K 
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• BOOK XXIV. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OF 

ALEXANDER SE VER US, 
---......- 

M. AURELIUS .ANTONINUS AUGUSTUS IV. 	A. R. 971 
M. AURELIUS ALEXANDER CESAR. 	 A. (:.'f2. 

ALEXANDER proclqimed emperor by the 
prxtorians, receives from the senate all the titles 
of the imperial power. 	He was then thirteen 
years and an half old. 

Decree of the senate, forbidding women to be 
present at the deliberations of that assembly. 

Cares of Mania a, mother of Alexander to pre-
vent his being corrupted by the allurements of the 
supreme power. 

Council of sixteen illustrious senators for the 
administration of allhirs. 	Ulpian had the greatest 
authority, in this council. 

Alexander sends Heliogabalus's god back to 
Syria. 	Ile clears the palace, and afterwards all 
the orders of the state, of the unworthy wretches 
Heliogabalus had filled them with. 

His government was always mixed with mild-
ness and resolution, opposing vice and promoting 
virtue. 

His grandmother Mara dies, and is ranked 
among the deities. 

Vol.. VIII. 	 .1, h. MARIUS 
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A IL 974. 	L. MARIUS MAXIIVIUS II. .  
A. C. 222. 	L. ROSCIUS ELIANUS. 

The first of these two consuls is probably the au-
thor of a history of the emperors, often quoted by 
the writers of the Byzantine history. 

Alexander marries a lady of illustrious birth, 
whose father was afterwards put to death on a 
suspicion of his aspiring to the throne; his daugh- 
ter being repudiated, and banished to Africa. 	A- 
lexander contracts another marriage, and perhaps 
a third. 	It does not appear that he ever had any 
children. 

A. R. 971   JULIAN US II. 

	

A. C. 226.   CRISPINUS. 

• .. 	Fuscus II. 
A. R. 976. 	 ... DEXTER. A. C. 225. 

M. AURELIUS ALEXANDER AUGUSTUS II. A. IL 977. 
A. C. 2'6.   MARCELLUS. 

Revolution in the East. 	The empire passes 
from the Parthians to the Persians, by the revolt 
of Artaxerxes against Artabanes. 

M. Mumm i US ALEINUS. 
A R 9y6.   MAXIMUS. A. C. 227. 	- 

The second of these two consuls seems to have 
been Pupienus Maximus, who was afterwards em-
peror. 

TT. MAXIMUS MODE ..TUS. 
A. IL M. 	SER. CALYURNIUS PROBUS. 
A. C. 225. 

tlpian, 
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Ulpian, now prwtorial pmfect, is killed by the 
soldiers, notwithstanding the efforts of Alexander 
and 'Waimea to protect him from their furv. The 
civilian, Paulus,succeeded him in his office. 

Alexander had dignified the office of praetorian 
pmfect, by ordering that those who were promot-
ed to it should be chosen from among the body of 
the senators, whereas they had until then been 
regularly taken,put of the Order of Knights. 

AmbitiOus projects of several aspirers to the 
throne, all of which miscarry. 	Ovinius Camillus, 
who was one of that number; instead of being pu-
nished for it by Alexander, is desired by him to 
share with him the weight of the government, is 
associated to all the honours of the empire, and, 
weary of his grandeur, obtains leave to retire to 
his own estate.  

Wars of no great consequence though success- 
ful, in Illyricum, Armenia, and Mauritania 	

.
Tin- 

oitana 0 	 - 
The dates of these conspiracies and wars arc 

not absolutely certain. 
. . 

M. AURELIUS ALEXANDER AUGUSTUS III. 	A. 
CASSIUS COCCEIANUS DIO II. 	 A, 

IL 
C. 9S0, 21.9, 

The second of these consuls is the historian Dion 
Cassius, who, finding himself the object of the ha-
tred of the praetorians, fearing for his life, and tor-
mented with the gout, retires to his native country, 
Bithynia, there to end his days in peace And quiets 

Gordian, afterwards emperor, was consul this 
.tame year Ibr the second time : and it is probable 
that he was the immediate successor of Dion Cas-
sius, since he was the colleague of Alexander. 

L. VIRIUS AGRICOLA. 	 A. SEX. CA  FIUS CLEMENTINES. 	 A. 
R. 
C. 

!Mil 
2:51. 

POMP/TAMES 
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A. R. 982. .. ' 	 POMPEIANUS. 
A. C. 231.  	 PELIGNIANUS. 

A. 11. 953. 	 LUPUS. 
A. C. 232.  	 MAXIMUS. 

Alexander marches into the East against Artax, 
erxes king of the Persians, who attacked the 
Roman empik, and talked of nothing less than 
re-conquering all the countries which the great 
Cyrus had possessed. 

Alexander's firmness in maintaining military 
discipline. 	A legion broke for mutiny. 	After 
thirty days of prayers and supplications, the em- 
peror consents to re-instate it. 

He blended with his severity, all the care and 
attention of a good father, towards the troops. 

A. R. 9S4 . 	 MAXIMUS. 
A. C. 233.  	 PATERN US. 

The Persians conquered. 

A. 
A. 

R. OR,. 
C. 234.  
	 I\'IAXIMUS. 
... . 	. URBAN US. 

Alexander is called back into the West by the 
;notions of the Germans upon the Rhine. 

He returns to Rome, and triumphs for his vic- 
tory over the Persians. 

He passes into Gaul. 

A. R. 986. 	 SEVERUS. 
A. C. 235.  • • 	 qUINI LANUS. 

Maxinimus, whose father and mother were the 
1',Irmer a Goth and the latter an Alan, having ad- 

vanced 
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vanccd himself in the army by his bravery, and 
obtained the command of the new levies raked 
by Alexander, aspires to the empire. 
' Alexander is killed near Mentz, on the nine-

teenth of March, by some of his own soldiers 
whom Nlaximinus had bribed. He was then twen-
ty-six years and an half old; of which he had reign- 
ed thirteen years. 	Matnam is killed with her son. 

This prince favoured the Christians, and ho-
noured Jesus Christ among his divinities. Mamma 
is said to have been a Christian : but that fact is 
not sufficiently proved. 

Modestinus, the last of the Roman civilians 
quoted in the Digest, flourished under this reign. 

Alexander was ranked among the gods  2fter  hi: 
death. 	Feasts are instituted in honour of him and 
of his mother. 

ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 
SECT. I. 

ALEX ANDER is procktimcd emperor Iv 11/6  
soldiers. 	lie receives from the senate all 1.1:e. 

titles of the Imperial power. 	Liecrce of the stn te, 
forladdin,r2 any woman ever to be present at 14,- de- 
liberations  of .  that assembly. 	A textraler reinscs ike 
name of/Intoninus, which the se;:ate desired a ..,r to 
lake. 	The '..nliole authorila o/  the t; or 	i ' in 
the hands of 1I(rsa and tlfata.va. 	Council o 	,i t ie  
composed  of ..i.rtcen of the most illustrious 01 tf,c  ..e. 
stators. 	The worship of the god Elnzr,abal,ababli. 
ed at Home. 	had men removed from the of/ices qi 
the state, and good ones put in Hid,'  ptaers. 	1:11,ian 
made prertorian project. 	Death 0/ .111'w,a. 	ilia- 
mira's care I r  train the young emp rot. up to 17irlae. 
Picture (if Alexander's government and conduct. 

lie 
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• . Ire never shed innocent blood. 	His regar 
deference for the senate. 	He annexes the dignt r 

.... of senator to 	the office of praetorian prafect. 
Marks of his esteem .fiir good governors of pro.; 
vinces : for the pontes : for the people. Mildness' 
moderation, and goodness of his general behaviour 
His clemency towards a senator who had conspire 
against him. 	His firmness. . He clears the pal 
of all the ministers of Heliogabalus' s debauch' 
His zealous endeavours to check all licentiousness 
of manners. ' He makes a strict review of all th 
orders of the state. 	His hatred against all robber 
and oppressors of the public, and against those tha 
were then called Sellers of Smoke. 	.:  he punish' 
ment of Turinus. . No excess in his severity. . • H 
was liberal and beneficent. 	He knew how to eas 
the people, and to keep his finances in good order- 
Wise economy of this prince. 	Superior views o 
Alexander in the choice of those Ire employe 
Marks of his regard for them. 	HiS care not t 
put them in danger of ruining themselves. 	H 
lessons the expences of the consulship. • Laws mad 
with g•rest judo ment: 	Some regulations relative 1. 
the po'icc of the city. 	Alexander's veneration f 
the memory of great men. 	• H.'s di.iribution of th 
day.- lie loved learning; and learned men. • Refleo 
tint on tke causes to which the wisdom of Alexa 
der's govcrinnent ought to be ascribed. Ile has 
blamed ;Or his excessive deference for his moth 
for 'being too inquisitive and distrustful ;. and fit 
being too much inclined to vanity.. The first years 
of his reign little disturbed ' by foreign enemies. 
continual seditions of the pralorians. 	Ulpian /all. 
a victim to them. 	11w prirtorians demand the death 

t,  of Dion Cassius, who retires into Billiynia. 	Re- 
! flection on these marks of w(aleness in .41exan ',- r's 

government, compared with his vigour upon ether 
occasions. 	Disturbances and cetinotions. 	Several 

:.. .7etendow to the empire. 
AS 
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soon as Heliogabalus was killed,• the sal. Alexander 
• 
AS 

diers proclaimed emperor his cousin and elsig,tt: 
adopted son, Alexander, who had before received by the 591. 

the title of Gusar : a prince, says Lampridiusit" 
given to mankind, to retrieve them from the mise-nr. Lan 
rable condition to which they had been reduced by'ril: 21' 
preceding emperors, and especially by the last. 

The very first step that Alexander took, shoved Re re. 
upon what principles he intended to frame his go- 	f ttlaT 
vernment, and how different his maxims would bealltherides 
from those of his predecessor. 	Heliogabalus had*pectiha7 i 
assumed all the titles of the imperial dignity, upon power. 
the bare proclamation of the soldiers : Alexander 
was willing to receive them from the senate. That 
illustrious assembly immediately decreed him all 
of them, the name of Augustus, that of Father of 
his Country, the proconsular power, the power of 
tribune, and the high priesthood. 	The conscript 
&tilers hoped that this opportunity would at-find 
them the means of resuming their ancient rights, 
and wished they might be able so fin- at least to 
put a stop to the licentiousness of the soldiery, 
already authorised by several examples, as to hin-
der that abuse from becoming a law, or rather an 
established custom, in consequence of which the 
military people would claim a right to chuse their 
emperors, independent of the lirst order \of the re- 
public. 	But the evil was too deeply rooted, as I 
have observed more than once, and sprang from 
the original constitution of the power of the Cfe-
stirs. 

The senators likewise seized this favourable 1110. Dmree or 
went to do another act of vigour. 	The presence tii,1",y,',`;• 
of Moosa and Sotemis at their  deliberations, had fill- any wont!t 
ed them with grief and 	indignation : for which pe  t'.Lt:Is e ITt al  Lt' 
reason they passed a decree ibrbidding any woman the dente. 
ever to come to their meetings, and loading with ni,tait°',1 (e)ifi, imprecations whosoever should revive the abusebiy. 	- 
they now abolished. 	Matna;a, who probably re- fjr:Pria. 

''' ceivcd 	'''' 
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ceived then the title of' Augusta, but who never 
had enjoyed the privilege interdicted by this de- 
cree, readily submitted 	to 	this just. regulation : . 
nor did even the ambitious Musa, so far as we can 
find, murmur at the diminution of her honours. 

Alexander The senate a,;sembied immediately after Alex- 
rZirofthe ander's installation, and desired him to add to his 
Antaninto Own names that or Antonius. 	But the young ' which 
sernite 

the 
de- 'prince modestly begged they would not put him 

5fred him to the difficult trial of maintaining the glory of so 
to tok

rid 
66

.t.  great a name''. 	The fathers repeated their re- 
42. quest several times, and he as often declined ac-

cepting the honour they offered him. ' Much less 
would he receive the surname of Great, which 
they strongly pressed him to take, as belonging 
of right, said they, to the name of Alexander. By 
rejecting all this borrowed splendour, he acquired 
the much more solid glory of being modest. 

Heliogabalus was the last of the Roman empe- 
rors that bore the name of Antonini's. 	He had 
imprinted upon it a stain, which might well dis-
gust Alexander. 

But a stronger, though a secret reason, for the 
young emperor's reinsing this last distinction, was, 
doubtless

' 
 his regard for 	his mother's 	honour. 

Mesa, asI said before, had endeavoured to wound 
Maintea's reputation, by givng out that both her 
grandson.; were the children of Caraealla. 	Al  (!7:- 
ander would have seemed to confirm that injurious 
report, if he had suffered himself' to be called Auto-
ninus;  and therefore he declined accepting oftliat 
;Aare. 	That this was his motive, is, I think, pretty 
4,;yident !rom some parts of the speeches that are 

, & it. ascribed to him Oil tliiocc:Isiou. 	:!  le pl'aISCS Cara- 
calla, 	but coldly. 	fit' calls l'imelf a relation of 
the family of that. prince : he  was his nephew. But 

- 	 Ire 

No, gna-F.n, 	P. C. ne me ail 	hanr ccrt:, n,inis 	neceFsitatem 
iir ., ,

roceti, ut ego cotar taut) nomiui :.4::.i,,laccic. 
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lie says expressly that the name of Antoninu,-; 
was a name fore4;:2 to him : which was declaring 
in plain terms, that he did not look upon himself 
as the son t of Caracaila 

These cautions were undoubtedly suggested t.  ;--, i',4L • 
him by his mother, for whom he ai‘vays preserved ttlgrt of 
the utmost respect, and who, juintiv %yid' Altesa,ventiont 
directed the reins of crovernment. .Mich his own's 	th(' b 	' 	• 	 IraiC ;  of 
youth, he being; but thirteen years and an half of A I :.-  3  and 

'-f  , 	. 
afro did not permit him to hold himself. 0 	, 	

:NL.,,t3. 
lir r,,I. l. 

These two princesses made a wise and prudent I./. 
use of the authority that was put into their hands..cum:61"f: 
They immediately lormed a council of sixteen of  sate, .  i.set.  of 
the most illustrious among the senators, men re- jil

t- e
r
nor 

t 
 

spectable tbr their age, and remarkable for theinwtrioui 
gravity and integrity of their lives. 	No order was oi.!.i..3,aia- 
made out, no aflitir settled, but by the advice of 
these sixteen counsellors of the emperor. 	This 
establishment was greatly approved of by the Iwo- 	., 
ple and the soldiery, and particularly by the se- 	it  
nate, who saw with joy a wise aristocracy substi- 

.  tilted in the room of an outrageous tyranny. 

i

; 	The religion of the state, shamefully vitilatedTbl)ewt?r,i 
' Ilelioirabalus, was the first object of the atten-„,i rang.  0 
' n of this council. 	The new trod which he had ';el,  ab' lisilett nt 
,ought to Rome, and madly instituted the troy- R,„,„ 
ii; of; was sent back to Syria : and all the 0! jects 

rt.ilgions ve»crat6n which had been collected 
.,_:v.tuer  in hi:: tcmpic•, were returned to the places 
oin whence they had been taken. 

. 	 At 

* Alienx familia! nomen. 
.1.  M. de Tillemout (art. M.) suppo,es, that Ale%ander suffer-• 

ed himself to be called the son of the great Alexander, that is 
to say. of Cartcalla. 	Even though this title should he found 

srn  Nome ancient monutneutg, it would be no proof that the 
peror upyroved. of it: for it may be imputed solely to the 

• -  thors of those monuments, who ;nay, very mistakin0y, have diteug,ht  to pay their court to him by that cAnyliment. 
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m tad  en 	At the same time all those who had been pro-removed 

from the  moted to employments under the late government 
'aces of without deserving  them, or for things which ought the Rtate,   
und  good to have excluded them from all favour, were dis- 
<mes Put 	missed, and men capable of rendering real services in their 

, 	plum 	to their prince and the republic were put in their 
places. 	Every one was stationed according to his 
talent. 	The civil employments were given to men 
of known eloquence and skill in the laws; and the 
military commands to experienced warriors, who 
had given proofs of their bravery, knowledge of 
their profession, and love of good discipline. ilpian 

mde prre- 	We may judge with what prudence and wisdom 
torian  Pm- these choices were made, by the example of the 
iT. 

ni,j.  nh. 	celebrated civilian Ulpian, who, disgraced by He- 
Z.XXX. 	liogabalus, and banished from 	 ie person of Alex- 

ander, was recalled by his august disciple, now 
become emperor, and received from him the office , 

11mprill 	
of praetorian prfect. 	His credit, founded on his . 

AL  ,ii. 	merit, increased daily. 	He was the tutor of his 
. 	prince, and had a principal share in the manage- 

ment of afliiirs. 	We shall speak more fully of him 
in the sequel of this history. 

Drnth of 	Musa died soon after Alexander's accession to 
NI ;e511. 
licra. 	the throne, and the honours of deification were 

decreed her. 
ninlwie$ 	Mamwa, charged from that time with the sole 
",,'„' j,,, 	care of educating her son, thought it her first duty 

oung etn- to watch carefully over the morals of the young 
J. rCir  ,uP t"  prince that his innocence might not be corrupted. row.— 

The example of Heliogabal US  spewed her to what 
length the vivacity and giddiness of youth, back-
ed by the unbounded power of empire, might be 
carried. 	- Struck with the apprehension 	of this 
danger, she suffered none to approach her son, 
whose characters were in the 	least suspected. 
Flatterers, whose pernicious counsels might have 

. 	encouraged the infant passions in his young heart, 
and  have emboldened him to shake off the yoke 
c(' reason and of virtue, were severely banished 

,lip  

ftont 

   
  



130m: XXIV.] 	ALEXANDER SEVERI33. 

feom him : and to guard him against the allure-
ments of pleasure, she busied him with serious , 
occupations becoming his high station, making 
him attend his councils and the courts of justice 
regularly : by this means leaving no part of his day 
idle, and barring the way by which corruption 
generally creeps in. 	She had room to be satis-
fied with the success of her cares : for Alexander's 
happy disposition, aided and perkcted by so ex-
cellent an education, rendered him one of the most 
amiable and most accomplished princes of whom 
history 	has 	preserved 	the memory. 	This the Picture of, 
reader will be convinced of by the picture I am A  lexan- ' 
going v 	:

ii n to draw of his conduct and goernment 	r's go-
tn vCrnment 
after which I shall take notice of the two wars a",1  c 
ivhick filled up the last years of his life and reign.duct. 

The only remark that Herodian makes upon ii never 
Alexander's government, is, that he never shedscl:al  `M.  
the blold of an innocent person, nor ever suffered 
any one to be put to death until after a regular 
trial and legal condemnation. 	This indeed was 
no more than strict justice required, and rather 
exempts him 	from 	1-  lame, than intitles him to 
praise. 	But this great regard for the lives of men 
became a quality highly valuable to the Romans, 
who had experienced a tyrannical cruelty from 
almost all their princes since Marcus Aurelius. 

Lampridius makes amends for the dryness of 
Herodian, and enables us not only to give a cir-
cumstantial history of Alexander's reign, but also 
to paint his character, and to shew the maxims 
upon which his government and his personal con-
duct were founded. 

I begin with his regard and deference for the HiA  tvgaml 
senate, whose rights and privileges he preservedand,de  eft 
and even enlarged, instead of seeking to curtail r:i',, „nate. 
them, as several of his predecessors had done, out 
of an ill-judged diffidence and distrust. 	All mat- 
ters relative to the provinces, which, by Augus- 
tus's institution, were in 	the department of the 

senate, 
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senate, were constantly settled by him in concert 
with the senators, whose advice he also took even 
in things which had always depended solely upon 
the emperor, in the choice of his prxtorian prw- 
fects, and in that of the governor of Rome. 	H 
never created a senator, but with the approbatioi 
and consent of those to whose body he was going 
to give a new member : and in the choice of th 
subject intended to be preferred, he proceedet 
with such scrupulous care anti caution, as plain] 
spewed the high esteem in which he held the dig, 
nity of senator. 	He heard and weighed the rc. 
commendations and testimonials in favour of th 
person proposed : and if lie found that either th 
witnesses, or those who voted for the candidate 
had deceived him, he punished them without mer e  
cy, as cheats and impostors. 	He likewise though 
it proper that the senators should be distinguish 
ed by their outward appearance, and acemdingl 
he gave.  them leave to use carriages gilt with sil. 
ver. 	Looking upon the Order of Knights as th 
nursery of the senate, he carefully preserved it 
sph.:ndour, and never suffered any freed-mar 
admitted into that body. 

Ile an
nex,* 

- 
thr 

It was out of regard to the senate, that he it 
the prwtorian prJ.fccts to the dignity of senators 

' 	,''ignite of 
.iatt,,r  to These officers, who had hitherto 	.'.;:  I  ncrally been, 
the „thee and  NV 110 illtieed,Sffiet I V, ought alw,ys to have been 
"frr8=t6- taken out of the Order of knights, now joined to 
rian 
:',.t, 

pt-Le- their military command a great power in the civil 
administration. 	1 hey judged with the prince, or 
in his nonw,all important ca uses, and consequent] 
those in v 1 	th,:  1 f put  I icn and the person of th 
senaiors were at q:! I.e. 	1- h-Nander thought it inde 
cent that senators should be judged by men writ 
werePono more than kniidits; and to obviate this in 
convenience, lie judged it would be right that t1 
praqmian prizAects should themselves be senat 
But by thin; consulting what seemed to him toi  
uid what ilu. ea1itv WO.S,?, matter ofdecencv and' . 

. 	 (won., 

   
  



toorc XXIV.1 	ALEXANDER SEVERIJS. 	 r.s5 
corum, he overlooked the rules olsound policy, as 
M. de Tillemont justly observes. 	The office of/Von—W. 
pra.torian pra:fect already gave but too much pow la 
cr to those that held it : and by now uniting to it 
the splendour of dignity, Alexander encouraged 
the ambition of these ministers, and rendered 
them more formidable than ever. 	Their future 
actions will evince the justness of this reflection. 

Ile took a pleasure in distinguishing and confer- i)!Lirks 'i.  .iu esteem 
ring favours upon those governors of provinces for good 
who behaved with integrity. 	In his journeys, he ft
often took them with him in his coach : and he,e5P:  
frequently made made them considerable presents, say- 4.,72r,id 
ing, that as robbers ought to be punished, by 	 • 	" 
stripping them of their unjust prey, and reducing 
them to poverty : so probity ought to be reward-
ed by those riches which it had not sought after. 

He carried his deference fbr the pontiffs and For thr 
augurs so far, as more than once to suffer them tol'un'i -
re-examine causes which he himself had judged 
in his quality of high-priest. 

The people too received from him marks of re- For the, 
gard, which they had long been strangers to un-rcopie. 
der the late emperors. 	Alexander often assem- 	' 
bled and haringued them, as. the tribunes and 
consuls had used to do in the times of the repub-
lican government. 

All this behaviour speaks mildness, moderation, mi irnesg. 
and goodness of heart, which composed the real 
character of this prince, who was easy of access nessOf bis 
and affable to all, without ever treating any on„ genFral be- 

' s' haviour. 
with the least roughness. 	 4, 18, '20, 

his doors were open to whoever wanted to see' 
him. 	No guards surrounded them, but 	only 
ushers, who were ordered to let in all that came. 
His baths were those of the people, from whom 
lie was distinguished only by his purple vest. 

Far from suffering auv one to NI pro.,frate be.
him, an homage which Heliogabalus had in- 

sisted 
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sisted on from all his subjects, he would not be sa; 
lilted otherwise than by his name ; and if any 
word or gesture was added, expressing the least 

• degree of adulation, the person that used it might 
think himself well off,if it was returned only with a 
look of disapprobation and contempt. None were 
allowed even to call him lord, though Trajan and 
several other good princes had received that title. 
In all letters that were written to him, he insisted 
that the stile should be that of one private person 
to another, and that the superscription should not 
be blazoned out with a long list of pompous titles, 
but should be directed simply to him, with only 
the addition of his quality of emperor ; that being 
a necessary distinction. 	Those who came to sa- 
lute him, especially the senators, were always de- 
sired to sit down. 	He visited his friends when 
they were ill, even though they were but people 
in a middling station. 	He dined or supped at 
their houses, and always had some of them at his 
own table, to which they came when they pleased 
without any express invitation. 	He loved to be 
spoken to freely. 	If any one offered him his ad- 
-vice, he listened to it with attention, was thank-
ful for it, and followed it, if he thought it good ; 
and if he did not approve of it, he gave his rea- 

l.;. sons why he was of a different opinion. 	He was 
' of the s tine mind as Peseennius Niger with re-

gard to panegyrics addressed to a living prince : 
he thought them ridiculous, and never suffered 
any man to pay him a compliment of that kind, 
which could not fitil of being infected with flat-
tery. 

.2n. His mother, though a princess of judgment and 
understanding, through a love of pomp, too natu-
ral to her sex, did not approve of the plainness 
and popularity of his behaviour 4'. 	"Take care," 

said 

* (Qum ci objiceret nimiam eivilitatera Nlamara mater , .. . 
_Valorem tihi poicstatem (S• contemptibiliorem Intj 	iiPeisli ; ille 
re,pon(lit, sea ,sPo uriorem alp, 11;telo niorent 
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said she to him one day ; "you weaken your au- 
" thority, and render it contemptible." " I render 
" it," * answered he, " more secure and more du- 
" cable." 	He well deserved that so noble an ex-
pression should be verified by the event. 

Mildness and gentleness were so strongly im-
printed in the heart of Alexander, that history 
gives him the glorious character t of not sufferino• 
a day to pass without his doing some act of good- 
ness and humanity. 	He repeated incessantly, 	so- 
and with infinite delight, this fine maxim of the 
Christians : " Do unto others as thou wouldst 
" that they should do unto thee." 	lie ordered 
it to be engraved in his palace in capital letters ; 
to be placed, as an inscription, upon several pub-
lic buildings ; and when any criminal was exe-
cuted fOr having violated the rights of society, 
the public crier proclaimed aloud this same sen-
tence, as a proof of the justice of the punishment 
inflicted on the offender, and as a lesson to those 
that were present. 	He made it the rule of his 
own conduct, and even went beyond it, sheaving 
clemency and generosity to those that had ()trend- 
ed him. 	Lampridius gives us an instance of this 
kind, which M. de Tillemont suspects of being 
embellished in most of its circumstances ; and 
with reason, if derision had not some share in it. 

Information was given to Alexander, that Ovi- iii, oh... 
nius Camilus, a senator, of an illustrious tiunily,e,:.Zst:, 
had formed a conspiracy in order to raise himselinnior,,lio 
to the sovereign power, and the crime was proved.,h:::11.","t 
The emperor sent for Ovinius, and instead of re- iiiin:' u  
proaching him, " I am much obliged to you," said 	I'. 
lie to him, " for your kindness in offering to take 
" upon you a burden which weighs me down." 

He 
* Theompompus king of Sparta, had before made a pretty 

similar answer to his wife, in relation to the establishment of 
the Ephori, to which he had consentcd.-110LLIN. AIW. Hi 1". 
VOI. II. 

t Des nunquam trtuhiit (pin aliquid mansuctum, chile, pima 
fiteerit. 
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He then carried him directly to the senate, de-
clared him his as..ociate in the empire, invested 
him with the imperial ornaments, and lodged hint 
in the palace. 	This was not all. 	He put him in 
actual exercise of his fimction, and took him with 
him upon an expedition then carrying on against 
certain barbarians who had revolted. Ovinius was 
much more delicate than Alexander, and could 
not, like him, bear the fatigue of marching on foot 
with the army. 	The emperor ordered him every 
indulgence he could .wish for, first a horse, and at'. 
terwards a coach, whilst he himself continued to 
walk. 	It' this story be true, it is plain that Alex- 
ander diverted himself at the expence of Ovinius, 
who, sorely afraid of coming to an engagement 
with the enemy, begged so hard for, leave to re-
tire, that he at last. obtained it, and went and hid 
him ;elf in one of his country-houses. 	This was 
the only revenge that Alexander took. 	He let 
his rival spend his days in peace, as long as he 
lived. 	But Ovinius paid afterwards the. forfeit of 
his criminal ambition ; one * of the succeeding 
emperors putting him to death, lest he should re-
sume his' former project. 

ilk ling- 	Alexander's mildness was not the effect of weak- 
„"'. 	IT ' In •s ; but it was his natural temper: for he had that ck.0 , the 
pita.. ()t 	strong hatred to vice, with which an ardent love of 
ut.1 6 • nli-  %, irt tie.; fires a voung heart. 	Hc began with clearing melt II a 
II‘  li, ?,--- 	I he palace of all the ministers of debauchery which 
,b--1 ";.",°-  If elioaabalus had collected together. 	Those infa- 01AUCtIPI aCY. 	0 
I- .; ,rrid. 	111(111s wretches, of either sex, were all driven out 
Is,. •13,::4. V:itil ignominy : 	several of them were banished to 

desert islands, and the most corrupt were drowned 
in the sea. 	Alexander likewise turned out of the 
palace the dwarfs, buffoons, singers, and panto-
mimes, which Beliogabalus had picked up : and 

singling 
. Lang ridius Ilocm nut mule the emperor by whose order 

0%iniu, was put to death: but it is xery plain thAt he eoulrl 
mot muni Alexander. 
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singling out of them those that were supposed to be 
the least vicious, he, out of a condescension which 
even the best of princes judge sometimes neces-
sary, gave them to the people ibr their amusement. 
The rest were dispersed in different cities, with a 
provision fbr their support, to prevent their becom-
ing a nuisance to the public by turning beggars. 

The eunuchs, whom Heliogabalus had employ-
ed in the most important offices, were reduced by 
Alexander to the servile functions they are fit for. 
Nor was it about his person that any of them were 
employed. 	He detested and despised those mon- 
sters, and would not ke,p one of them in his own 
service. 	He gave some of them to the empress 
his wife, and the rest to the great men of Rome, 
under the express condition that if those wretches 
persisted in their disorders, and did not amend 
their lives, they should not be intillod to the be-
nefit of the new law made by Adrian in favour of 
slaves, but that their piaster 	should have an ab- 
solute power over their lives, without recurring to 
the authority of any other judge. 

Alexander's zeal .was not confined to the limits ins zeal 
of his palace. 	Ile forbid 	throughout Rome allZsut.,1tdothi- 
baths common to both sexes: an abuse already cheek ,at 
proscribed by Adrian, and afterwards by Alarcusint"t r.  
Aurelius,but revived under Heliogabalus. Crimes manners. 
contrary to nature were grown extremely common 
among the Romans, who had public schools in 
the city where those hellish practices w ere taught. 21., 34 
Alexander thought of fi)rbidding them by a severe 
law; and he would have done it, had he not fear- 
ed lest that horrid 	infamy, irritated by 	compul- 
sion and restraint, might spread with greater rage, 
and 	fina 	ad rnittm ce 	into private 	houses. 	He 
therefore suffered one evil, 1i)r liar of causing a 
greater ; and contented himself with restricting it 
within the warm% est bouwds he could. 	He slim- 
ed his horror for all sorts of debauchery, by not 
suffering the tax Upon prostitutes to be paid into 

VOL. VII i. 	1). 	 thr. 
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the treasury; appropriating it to the use of the 
theatre, the amphitheatre, and the circus. 	He 
showed too his abhorrence ofvice, by the exam-
ple which he himself set of a chaste and regular 
life ; by wishing that all about him should breathe 
a spirit of virtue ; by admitting to his audiences 
none but men of fair characters, esteemed by the 
public ; and by forbidding all women of bad repute 
ever to take the liberty of coming to pay their 
court to the empresses, his mother and his wife. 

Pie makes 	The whole state wanted a thorough reformation. 
-.vitt r 
cie, or all  Alexarider set about this great work with vigour. 
the orders I have already mentioned his degrading and break- ur the 	• ir1,,r all the iniquitous judges and bad officers pro-ritate. 

15. 	moted by Heliogabalus. He likewise made a strict 
review of all the orders of the republic, of the se-
nate, the Roman knights, the tribes, and the ar-
mies; all which he purged by expelling and cutting 
off their bad and corrupted members. 	No guilty 
person was spared. 	Even those that were con- 
necked to him either by friendship or by blood, 
were punished, or at least removed from being 
near his person, if' they were bad men and stained 
by any opprobrious blot. 	" The republic," said 
he, " is dearer to me than my family." 

u is hatted 	No sort of criminals were more odious to him, “g•`u„t hit  than judges who suffered themselves to be corrupt- r uleber-1 
:aid oppre ;- ed by money, and magistrates who oppressed the 
I or; or the people. 	his abhorrence of them was so great, public. 
1:x.17, ni, that it was not in his power to check his wrath 
4b. 	whenever he beheld them. 	Writers who had been 

near him on such occasions, related, according to 
the testimony of Lampridins, that if a robber of 
that hind appeared before him, he vomited gall, 
anti his linger.:, by a sort of natural impulse, were 
directed at the face of the crinnnal, as if to tear 
Out his eyt s. 	A senator called Septimius Arabi-
nos, wlioc robberie.; and concussions had subjec-
tod hula to a criminal prosecution under Ilelioga-

balui, 
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bales, coming to Alexander's audience to salute 
him, the prince cried out with the same vehe-
mence that Cicero formerly inveighed* against 
Catiline : " Heavenly gods ! great Jupiter! Is Ara- 
" binus still alive ? He is ! and comes into the se- 
" nate, hoping to impose even upon me : so weak 
" and void of judgment does he think me." 	A- 
lexander took a singular method to remove all 
such hateful objects from his sight. 	As in the 
mysteries of Cares Eleusina a herald warned those 
that were not pure and innocent, not to approach 
the altars; so this emperor caused public procla-
mation to be made, that all such as knew them-
selves guilty of robbery and rapine, should take 
care not to appear before him, lest their lives 
should atone for their crimes. 

These were not mere menaces. 	He declared 
perpetual war against all sorts of criminals, and 
ordered with regard to those who bad been con-
victed of receiving money in the administration of 
justice, that they should be reputed infiunous ; 
that it should not be lawful for them to appear in 
any public places ; and that if any of them should 
dare to chew themselves there, those that were in 
authority in the province should seize them, and 
confine them to an island. 	He wanted greatly to 
give the lie to a Greek proverb, too often verified 
by the event t : " Great robbers escape punish- 
" ment, by giving only a small part of what they 
" have stolen." 	Ile endeavoured to prevent this 
abuse, by great examples of severity. 	A public 
officer having produced a false abstract of writ-
ings relative to a cause depending betbre the em-
peror's council, Alexander ordered the sinews of 
his fingers to be cutasunder,todisable him fromever 
writing aga in, and confined him to an island. A man 
of distinction, but greedy and rapacious, obtained 

2 	 through 
* Alexander's words are borrowed from the first Catilinarian, 

P. I, 	I lie tamen visit. 	Vivit ! into etiam in senatum venit, 
t '0 zrooi RAnktf, i,,,Ini 4; ExTi;tloci, 

   
  



2S 
	

HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

through the interest of some foreign kings then at 
the emperor's court, a post of consequence in the 
army. 	His employment gave him power, and he 
exerted it to satisfy his inclination, and rob. 	A- 
lexander, who watched him, was soon apprised of 
his proceedings, brought him to justice, and had 
him tried before the very kings who had been his 
protectors. 	The crime was proved, and nothing 
remained but to pass sentence upon the criminal. 
" How are robbers punished in your country ?" 
said the emperor to the kings who had heard the 
trial. 	44  They arc crucified," answered they. 	A- 
lexander was glad of this opportunity of exercis-
ing a necessary rigour, dictated by the very pa-
trons of the offender, without doing violence to 
his own clemency: and accordingly their sentence 
was put in execution. 

41. This wise prince always kept himself at full liber-
ty to punish the misdemeanors of his magistrates 
or other officers rigorously, by never suffering any 
places of power and jurisdiction to be sold. 	" He 
" that buys by wholesale, said he,must sell by re- 
" tail. 	Therefore I could not justly use severity 
" against men, who by selling what they had 
" bought, should only get their monu 	back 
again." 	Such was his behaviour tow arc's venal or 
rapacious magistrates. 

AR:Lin,1 
those t .EA 
were h en 

A species of public robbers still more criminal, 
are tho .,e w ho by selling their influence with the 

tuned Sad- prince, become the tyrants of other ;, from whom 
,,,o.  s n, they extort money : enemies to the state, of which o

'3.) !?:3, 	36. they fill tip the places with creatures incapable of 
serving it : 	enemies to the 	reputation of their 
prineeo \limn they dishonour by an i narrower choice 
of those that are employed, and whom they give 
the woill room to look ni on as a dupe led by them 
just as they think proper. 	Often too they exact 
payment fin- son, ices never done; shamefully abus-
ing the credulity of those whom ambition blinds. 

ThiB 
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This was what, in the clays I am now speaking of, 
was called Selling of Smoke. 	Alexander was sen-
sible of the enormity of this abuse, and rightly 
thought it deserved the severest punishment. 

One of his slaves, who had carried on this traffic, 
and received an hundred pieces of gold from an 
officer in the army, was crucified by his order upon 
the road by which the slaves of the palace were 
often obliged to pass in order to go to the empe-
ror's villas. 

The punishment of Vetronius Turin us was much T>>e  int- t  more striking. Turinus had insinuated himself in-r.'17,1,nr;:,1,,,. 
to Alexander's favour, and gained his confidence, 
which he abused by selling smoke. 	He pretended 
to be all powerful with the emperor, whom he go- 
verned, said he, like a child. 	He promised his 
protection, and made his dupes pay him hand-
somely for it, though he did not even endeavour 
to serve them. 	In law-suits, he frequent/y took 
money from both sides ; and no place was given 
away at court, or in the empire, without his re- 
quiring a tribute for it. 	Alexander was informed 
of these infamous proceedings ; and did not think 
it beneath him to lay a snare for the greediness of 
this faithless minister, in order to have an evident 
and irrefragable proof against him. Accordingly, 
somebody, in concert with the emperor, solicited 
publicly a favour, and applied secretly to Turinus 
for his assistance. 	He promised to speak to the 
prince about it, but did not. 	The favour being 
granted, Turinus pretended it was through his 
means that it was obtained, and exacted a reward, 
Nrhich was paid him befOre wittnesses. 	The em- 
peror then ordered him to be prosecuted. 	Tani- 
nus could not make any defence, nor deny a fact 
which was proved by the testimony of the very 
people who had been employed in the negocia- 
tion. 	As Alexander was determined to make an 
example of him, he laid before the judges ample 
tividenec of a great many other equally odious 

tricks, 
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tricks, of which the criminal had been guilty, and 
which had not been made known, because no one 
dared to attack him. 	After these proofs, Alex- 
ander thought his severity could not be blamed ; 
and to proportion the punishment to the crime, 
he ordered Turinus to be carried to the market-
place, and there to be fastened to a post erected 
over a pile of green damp wood, which would not 
burn when fire was applied to it, but only emit a 
thick smoke. 	Turinus died thus suffocated, whilst 
the public crier repeated several times with a loud 
voice, "He that soldsmoke,ispunished by smoke." 

An example like this was well calculated to stop 
31, 4,  as. the progress of the evil, to prevent which another 

time, Alexander added this farther precaution. 
That none of those who approached his person 
might have the least room to pretend they ever 
had private conversations with him, or carry in 
his name promises he had not made, he laid it 
down as a rule never to give private audience to 
any one, except Ulpian : an exception truly glo-
rious for that great civilian, and which he well 
deserved by his untainted probity. 

No eXCe" 	We must not, however, imagine that Alexan- 
,init,.h!s5eve- der,s severity was such as 	bordered in the least 

21. 	on cruelty. 	The sei.tenees that were pronounced, 
were sure to be executed : but he desired, and 
took care, that they should not often be necessary. 

Ile was li. 	Ile was naturally beneficent ; and his liberality 
beral aml was felt both by the public and by private per-beneficent. 

26. 	sons. 	In the course of his reign he made three 
??. 	general distributions of provisions to the people, 

and three largesses in monev to the soldiery. 	Sc- 
vents had established a fluid for giving regularly 
to the citizens a 	certain 	quantity 	of oil. 	This 
indulgence was not totally retrenched, but great- 
ly diminished 	under lIeliogabaltis, whose 	mini- 
sters, men 	void 	of honour 	and 	of probity, 
thought only how they might plunder and grow 
vich, no matter by v hat mean,'. 	Alexander re- 

establishe41, 

   
  



Boox. XXIV.] ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 

established it fully, on the footing of Severus's 
first institution. 	He exempted the city of Rome 
from the pretended voluntary contribution that 
was paid to victorious emperors, by the name of 
crown-money. 	Consulting too, the convenience 
of the public, he ordered baths to be built in se-
veral quarters of the city where there were not 
any. 	He took uncommon care to prevent all 
scarcity and dearness of provisions, replenishing 
at his own exiienee the granaries of Rome, which 
had been exhausted by the bad government of 

'293 

22- 

s9. 

21. 

Heliogabaius. Ile increased the number of those 
public granaries, and erected new ones for the 
use of private people who had no convenient place 
in which they could lay up their corn. 	He con- 
firmed Adrian's law, by which the property of all 
treasures was granted to those that found them. 

:ID. 

4F. 

If any great calamity happened, such as an inun- 
dation or earthquake, by which any of the cities 
or other places of the empire were damaged, he re-
lieved their misfortune, not only by remitting their 
taxes, but also by giving them money, to enable 
them to repair the losses they had sustained. His 
attentive goodness foresaw the wants of others, and 
he relieved them even before he was applied to. 

nt, 

He took a particular pleasure in giving to the 
poor, especially to those who having a rank to sup-
port, were destitute of the means of so doing. and 
had not brought on their distresses by any fludt of 
their own. He gave them lands, slaves, cattle, and 
all necessary implements of husbandry : for he 
thought this way of bestowing his liberalities more 
beneficial and more genteel than the giving of gold 
or silver. 	If he granted a pecuniary assistance, it 
was by way of loau. 	Ile haul established a bank, 
where all that wanted money tbund it at a moderate 
interest. Upon sonic occasions he lent without any 
interest : but on condition that the money so lent 

40. 

'1• 

,,hould be employed in the purchase of land, out. 
of the produce of which he was to be re-imbursed, 

His 

   
  



296 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPEROIIS. 

His reason for doing thi: was, not sordidly to save 
or gain, but to prevent idleness, and promote in- 
dustry. 	He knew how to be liberal and ma,rnifi- 
cent,when the circurristancesof things required'- 	it: 

:it,. He frequently built fine hotFes, purposely to give 
them away when they were finished. 	He prevent- 

36. ed the wishes of those whom modesty or timidity 
would not suffer to speak. 	" Why do you never 
" ask me for any thing ? said he to them. 	Do you 
" chuse rather to moan in secret, than lay your- 
" self under an obligation to me ?" 	But, he was 
desirous that his liberalities should be well placed; 
that they should be of real service to those who 
received them, and that they should do honour to 

32. the prince who gave them. 	Looking upon him- 
self* as the dispenser, and not as the proprietor, 
of the revenues of the state, he did not think it 
lawful for him to apply the sweat and labour of 
the provinces, either to his own pleasures, or to 
those of any other. 

He knew 
how to ea' 
no pevie, 

Magnificence thus regulated never exhausts the 
public finances. 	Accordindly Alexander, at the 6 

ntld to same time that he gave away  a  great deal, found 
"  his  finances in 

good order. 
means to ease the people by so considerable a di-
minution of their taxes, that those who had been 
assessed at ten pieces of gold under Heliogabalus, 
paid but the third part of one piece to his success 
:gn.: which 	makes a difference of thirty to one. 
lie was consequently fir from wanting to extend 
the rights, or claims, of the exchequer, which had 
been a perpetual source of grievances under for- 
mer emperors. 	On the contrary, he restricted 

lo. them by laws full of humanity. 	IL knew of what 
importance it is to  a prince to have hip coffers 

44. well filled ; and 	he accordingly bestowed great 
_l'erod. attention upon that. o!)ject : • but at the same time 

he would not do any thing contrary to the strict- 
est 

ittil 

4  Nefas esse dicens, ut dispensatnr publicuq in cklectationes 
vas 8t,suortun converterct, id (pod previuoidc 	delli:,sent. 	' 
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est laws of mildness and equity : insomuch that 
finding in his mother, for whom he always had 
the greatest respect, and who was otherwise a 
most valuable princess*, a love of money which 
made her do things not altogether justifiable, to 
get it, he more than once reproved her severely 
for her unjust proceedings. Happy ! had he been 
able to put a stop to them. 	The collectors and 
other managers of the finances had no sort of as- 
cendant over him. 	Ile called the intendants of 
his revenues in the provinces, a necessary evil. 	46. 
He punished them most severely if Ili _,y were 
guilty of mal-administration ; rewarded them but 
moderately if they behaved well ; and never left 
them above a year in place. 

A prudent economy, as necessary to princes, ̀ rite eco. 
as it is to private men, regulated the expellees of tnaYpg,,e.  
this emperor, whose plainness and simplicity were 
such, as might make many among us who are but 
in a middling station blush at their extravagant 
luxury. 	His table was frugal, and always served 	a7. 
with the same decent moderation. 	The price of 
his bread, wine, and meats of all kinds was fixed. 
The game that was furnished him, lie divided with 
his friends, especially with such of them as he 
knew could not conveniently purchase it. 	He 
sent none to the rich. 	Even in the public enter- 	31. 
tainments which custom obliged him to give to 
the great men of the state, he never deviated from 
the rules of a modest frugality. 	The difference 
consisted only in the quantity, and not in the 
quality of his dishes. 	At the same time he dislik- 
ed all numerous companies, whose mirth is so apt 
to end in noise and riot. 	lie was much better 
pleased to see round his table a chosen society of 
learned and virtuous men, whose conversation, 
t said he, afforded both food and delight. 

He 
9 	Mulier sancta, sed avara. 	La "lurid. A!. 14. 
t  	1 t Irtberet fabulas littt!ratas, quibus se recreari 

Ijcebat & pdsci 
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4t. He never made use of any vessels of gold, nor 

did the weight of all his silver plate exceed two 
hundred pounds. 	If he wanted more upon extra- 
ordinary occasions, he borrowed it. 

His household, his equipages, his wardrobe, and, 
in short, every thing that belonged to him, was re.. 

is. gulated upon the same plan as his table. He would 
have no more officers or domestics of any kind 
about him than were really necessary, that the 
state might not be obliged to pay idle men. 	In 
the meaner offices of the palace, such as footmen, 
cooks, bakers, &c. he employed none but slaves ; 
carefully avoiding to subject any that were of free 
condition, to functions which were reputed servile 

23,  4. 3t. among the Romans. 	His slaves always wore the 
dress proper to their station, without any orna- 
ments or finery. 	Those that waited at his table, 
even on days of the greatest ceremony, were ne- 
ver allowed to have any gold upon their cloaths. 

33. Even the troops that attended him on extraordi- 
nary occasions were not decked out with either 
gold or silk, but were clad, as soldiers ought to 
be, neatly, and not richly. 	" The majesty * of 
" the empire," said he, " consists in virtue, and, 
" not in ostentation of riches." 

40. He himself never wore garments made entirely 
of silk, and seldom any sort of stuff in which that 
then very costly material was employed. It would 
be needless to observe that he constantly preserv- 
ed the decency of his rank, by wearing none but 
the 	Roman dress, and rejecting all foreign 111- 
shimv, ; that he never wore the military habit in 
Rome, nor in any part of Italy ; and that he con- 
tented him:-,elf with the toga, which indicated mo- 
desty and peace. 	I3ut it is very singular that he 
bad not a robe pralexla of his own, adorned with 
branches of palm (mbioidered on it ; and that 
when he was consul, he made use of one of those 

tliat 
17.11 perium in virtue, non in cle,orc. 
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that were kept in the capitol, just as private men 
did when they were made consuls or prwtors. 

299 

Heliogabalus had worn precious stones even 
upon his shoes. So extravagant a piece of luxury 
was far from suiting the taste and principles of 
Alexander, who, on the contrary, sold the jewels 4, 
of the crown, saying, they were indecent for men, 
and that even princesses ought not to go beyond 
what custom rendered in a manner indispensable. 

41, 51 

He carried his strictness in this respect so far, that 
a foreign ambassador having made the empress his 
wife a present of two perils rem Irkably fine and 
large, he tried first to sell them ; but not finding 
a purchaser, he consecrated them to Venus, and 
converted them into a pair of car-rings for her 
statue. 

• 

Thus * the manners of the emperor and of the 
princesses of the court were a living censure,the 
effect of which was happy for the people. 	The 
great men of Rome retrenched their luxury in 
imitation of Alexander, and the ladies did the 
same in imitation of the empress. 

Some will, perhaps, find fault with what I have 
been praising, and think that this prince carried his 
economy too far. 	What I call simplicity and mo- 
desty, may to them seem to border upon avarice. 
But it is proper to observe, that he was under an 
absolute necessity of being at an enormous expellee 
on account of his troops, not only for their pay, 
but also to gain their affection by extraordinary 
largesses. 	'The Roman soldiers, accustomed to 
be flattered by their emperors, were grown inso-
lent, mutinous, and seditious, and could be kept 
quiet only by (lint of money. 	It was not to them 
that Alexander made presents in kind. 	They 
would not have been satisfied with such gifts. 

Gold 

* Prorsus censuram suis temporibus de nmrilms propriis gem,. 
bit. 	(mitati sunt cum mogni viri, & uxorcm ejus nnttruna, pct., 
31i )1111Vh• 	41. 
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Gold and silver were lavished out to them in vast 
abundance : but even this could not entirely pre-
vent their seditions, of which Alexander,after 
having calmed several with difficulty and danger, 
was at last the victim. 	In this situation, obliged 
on one hand to give away vast sums, and fully 
determined on the other not to oppress his people, 
and even to lessen their burdens, his economy 
was his only resource ; and in that light it cannot 
be sufficiently commended. Accordingly, he prid-
ed himselfupon it, and omitted nothing that could 
help to favour it ; as appears by the alteration he 
made in the coin of the empire. 

G,...0,. a, From the most remote antiquity the Romans 
d. L II o 	but one sort of gold coin, which, for the con- had 

venience of expression, I shall call a crown. This 
piece of gold weighed two pennyweights and an 
half, and was worth twenty-live pennyweights of 

/ ,,,rid- 41. :,9. silver. 	Heliogabalus, delighting in extravagance 
and profusion, ordered pieces of two, four, ten, 
fifty, and an hundred crowns to be coined. 	The 
consequence of this was, that in liberalities made 
from hand to hand, the emperor was often obliged 
to exceed the just measure, and to give an hun-
dred pieces of gold where ten might have sufficed. 
This abuse did not escape Alexander's vigilance. 
i Ie t;Kbid the currency of these unreasonably 
m eighty pieces, and ordered that they should be 
looked upon only as bullion. 	Not satisfied with 
thus bringing matters back to their ancient stan-
dard, he coined half-crowns of gold, and thirds of 
crown,;, by which means he had it in his power to 
proporl it ril his c.-ifts to the difibrent circumstances 
of per,ous and or things. 

Though very religious, as I shall take care to 
shew,hii of 	in the temples were by no means 

.1. ci,Tea f or magnificent. Ile never gave any gold. Five ;,.. 
or six pound weight of silver was the most he ever 
CODA CI at oi at any one time to the wordlip of the, 

gods. 
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gods. He repeated frequently, and with a visible 
pleasure, these words of Persius, In sancta quid p„. s„.  

Jacit aurum ? 	" What has gold to do with sacred". t'. "9- 
" things ?" 
' 	His economy was, with reason, still much great- 	. 
er with respect to the professors of arts, of which 
pleasure was the only object. 	It is well known 
how excessively fond the Romans were of all 
theatrical entertainments, and especially of pan- 
tomimes. 	They' thought no reward too great fbr 
them, and even the richest men often ruined them-
selves by the immense presents they took delight 
in lavishing upon them. 	Alexander liked these 	r.umiri,,. 
amusements well enough, and often went to them :Al. :'3' 37-
but he esteemed the actors who diverted him, no 
more than they deserved. 	It was right, he said, to 
take care of them, as a master takes care of his 
slaves ; but not to enrich them. 	Ile never gave 
them any piece of plate, either of gold or silver. 
A small sum of money was all they could expect 
from him. lie even stript them of the rich cloaths 
which Heliogabalus had given them. 

It is generally thought that strict parsimony ei- -1.,pri-;,,,-
ther produces or indicates a narrowness of mind.'A.;i:.":touc,  The example of Alexander is sufficient to refutein the 
this prejudice. 	As great an economist as I have t11,,,&,`,euf he  
described him to be, he was capable of superiorun;10,,,t 
views, and his government was founded on, and 
directed by the greatest and best of maxims. 

He never * looked upon the offices ofthe state as 	4r 
favours which he could bestow upon whom he 
pleased, but as ministries of which the duty was 
to be perfbrmed. None could obtain them who had 
not first merited his esteem and that of the public. 

	

It was even a maxim with him t, that they who 	m 
shunned dignities were the most worthy of them ; 

and 

• Pne‘.sides, proconsulcc, & levatos nunquarn ficit ad bent li- 
ciurn, ,ea ad judiciiun vel sutnn N el Fenatti-I. 

t • • . . diwns, Invite's non a.mbit.nt,.s 	in 	Republica collo. 
cautlo 
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and that the fittest persons to be employed ii 
places of trust, were those who wanted to avoid 
them, and not those who made interest to get 
them. 	He greatly approved of the custom even 
then used in the Christian church, of proclaiming 
publicly the names of those that were to be pro-
moted to the priesthood, in order that if there 
was any objection against them, it might be made 
known and be examined into. Alexander imitated 
this method, by declaring before-hand the names 
of those he intended to appoint governors of pro- 
vinces. 	But at the same time, not to stir up 
against them the rage of groundless envy and ma-
lice, he insisted that tho accusations should be 
important and well proved ; otherwise the ac-
cusers were punished as being guilty of calumny. 

4(5. Another of his maxims was, that every man 
should know * the business he undertook : and in 
consequence of this lie promoted none to the first 
offices of 	state, but such as were capable of 
doing their duties themselves, without being di-
rected, but only assisted by their assessors. 

37nrk4 ne 
Li, reprd 

Governors of provinces chosen with such care 
could not fail to be respected. The emperor him- 

t,r than.  self shcwed a great regard for them, as I observed 
before. 	He never gave any one of them a suc- 
cessor, without saying to the person who went 
out of place, " The republic thanks you ;" nor 
without making him a present sufficient to enable 
him to live according to his rank. 

His s,,,,, 
nut to put 

Alexander's intention was not that the admini-
titration of the affitirs of the public should enrich 

them m 
• rimvvr a those to whom 1,e intrusted them : nor on the 

i uimog other hand, did he mean that they should be losers n,,,,,_ 
ire,  by their offices. 	The proconsuls and propra2tors 

had always been paid at the expellee of the repub- 
lic. 

* Eos ease promovendo,, qui per se Reuipublie.nngerere pos- 
sent, non per tissess, ire.' 	. . . unumquenn 	id agere debere 
quid noscet. 
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lie. Augustus had fixed a sum for that purpose. 
Alexander thought it more eligible to furnish them szt• Allg• 

with plate, equipages, domestics, and all other n C- icr.  m or-id. 
cessaries fbr their houses, on condition that at the,/i• 4.:''' 
'expiration of their office they should return the 
horses and slaves, and keep the rest if they had 
behaved well ; or, on the contrary, pay four times 
their value, if their administration had not been 
just. 

The same sphit of equity made Alexander ease 	"-
them of the burden of paying their assessors. Pes-
cennius Niger had thought of reforming this 
abuse : but Alexander did it in reality, as assign-
ing salaries to the assessors of the proconsuls and 
proprxtors in the provinces. 

The ancient splendour of the consulship was now lie 109FC11.1 

dwindled into little more than an empty pomp at- tellet;e1t2' 
tended with enormous expences. 	Alexander les-e.msumiir. 
sened these expences, in order, without doubt, to 	" 
render accessible to merit, though not blessed 
with the gifts of forttnce, an office which was still 
looked upon as the highest of honours. 

His careful vigilance extended to every part of . ',ay.; made 
the state, for the better regulating of which he pas- !I,  i(

tt, great 
sed a great number of laws, of which we cannot'is.W.4.i. 
but regret our not knowing the particulars: but we 
know that after making them, he took care to have 
them duly executed, and observed them strictly 
himself: a proof of the firmness and rectitude of 
his mind. Neither can we doubt their having hcen 
extremely wise and ,judicious, if we consider how 
carefully they were examined and discussed belbre 
he gave them his final sanction. 	They were first 
proposed in a council oftwenty, or sometimes fifty 
senators, all learned in the law, and well acquaint. 
ed with the maxims and interests of the govern. 
merit. 	These counsellors were allowed sufficient 
time to consider of them, and to weigh their ad-
vantages and their inconveniencies. They voted af-
terwards, when the opinion of each was committed 

to 
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0'. 	

to writing, together with the motives on which it 
was grounded. 	The ordinance that was passed, 
was the result of these deliberations. 

somerep- 	This is all we can say upon this subject, which 
t lationsreta- 	 .,

Ore to the ought to have ailbrded us abundant matter. 	Lam- 
police of 	pridius mentions only some regulations relative to 
tiw city. 1 	3i 	the police of Rome, which scarcely deserve being 

noticed. 	Alexander established in the fourteen 
districts of the city fourteen inspectors, all of con-
sular rank, who were to be the standing council 
af the pmfect or governor of the city, and to judge 
jointly with him all causes brought before his tri,  
bunal. 	Ile distributed all the arts and trades into 

illit 	different classes, or companies, and appointed 

	

7. 	them their proper officers and judges. 	He like- 
wise thought of distinguishing the different con-
ditions of men, by their dresses ; with a view, un-
doubtedly, of restraining luxury,which confounds 
all distinction. But Ullman and Paul, to whom he 
communicated his plan, were afraid it might be a 
means of creating riots and seditious in a city so 
large as Rome, where, upon the least quarrel, the 
dress of either of the adversaries would become a 
signal to those of the same class to run to his as-
sistance : and the prince, sensible of the justness 

''4. d,' 	 of this objection, yielded to it. 	Seneca 	tells 	us, ''.','• 

	

	
0  I. .4•  that it had formerly been proposed in the senate to 

distingiikh slaves from  free nie.n by their cloaths ; 
and that the wisest men were then of opinion, that 
it would not be prudent to make the slaves too 
sensible of the superiority of their number Over 
that of persons of free c.,lition: 

ti_m-nn- 	A prince sovirtuous as Alexander, was personally 
' 	 '` 

► ri tion fn interested in honourimr 	 irtue. We have seen how 
the memo-  he protected and rewarded it in the living. 	lie re- 
ry of groat spected  it equally- in the de::fl, and 	- th, glory of the !. 	Licii. ,,,,,,,pr H. 	great men of former ages tvas dear anki precious to 

J. 2("6,  him. He collected in Trojan's square the statues of 
31.  -  the deified emperors of Rome, and of the most 

liAmou 

   
  



liomc XXIV.] ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 	 305 

famous Roman commanders, which were before 
dispersed in different parts of the city, and adorn-
ed them with inscriptions setting forth their great 
exploits and eminent virtues. He had two chapels 
in his palace, in which the principal objects of his 
veneration were ranged in two classes, the one 
destined to virtue, and the other to talents. 	In 
the first of these Were placed the good emperors, 
among whom he ranked Alexander the Great ; 
and next to them the wise men by Whose useful 
lessons mankind had been benefited, Abraham, 
Orpheus, Apollonius Tyameus, and Jesus Christ : 
a strange mixture ! but which however shews the 
inclination of this prince to venerate virtue, where- 
ever he thought he found it. 	The second chapel 
was ibr military heroes and men conspicuous in 
the republic of letters, Achilles, Cicero, Virgil, 
whom he called the Plato of the Poets, and some 
other famous names. 	He offered sacrifices every 
day in each of these chapels. 	It was with this act 
of religion that he began his day, the remainder 
of which was divided between business and the 
indispensable necessity of some relaxation. 

The greatest part of his morning was devoted Ink distri-
to the dispatch of business with his ministers, tobtCr: 
which end he rose even before it was light, if the 
urgency of affairs required it, and spent several 
hours together in this occupation; without ever 
seeming tired or displeased. 	A countenance al- 
ways placid and serene, and an invariable sweet-
ness of temper; rendered labour easy to himself 
and to others. 	After this he allotted some time 
to reading, and to bodily exercise, such as wrest-
ling, running, or playing at tennis : he then bath-
ed, but seldom dined, contenting himself general-
ly with a little bread and milk, just sufficient to 
support him. 	Itt the afternoon he returned again 
to business, had his letters read to him, corrected 
them with his own hand, and signed them. 	The 
humanity of this good prince was conspicuous'on 

VOL. VIII., 	 X 	 these 
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these occasions, in his making his secretaries sit 
down, if they were tired by standing too long. 

It was not until after all these duties were per- 
41. formed that he received his courtiers. 	He went 

often to plays and other entertainments of that 
kind, in, which he took sonic delight. 	Ile had 
procured himselfa very innocent amusement with-
in his palace, by means of a great aviary of all 
sorts of birds, partridges, pheasants, ducks, pea- 

t!. cocks, pigeons, &c. 	This feathered world often 
served him for relaxation. 	A prince cannot well 
divert himself in a cheaper manner. 	But yet A- 
lexander would not suffer even this expellee to be 
paid by his treasury. 	He sent the young ones of 
his fowls to market, there to be sold, in order to 
maintain his aviary. 

He loved The reader may have observed by several things 
lenn""g laai learn- which have been all early mentioned, that Alexan- 
cd nun. der loved learning and learned men : a disposi-

tion perfectly consistent, and almost necessarily 
connected with the love of virtue. 	He was him- 

'27. self a man of great knowledge. 	He spoke Greek 
better than he (lid 	Latin, and made verses upon 
several subjects worthy of a prince like him. 	As J tr - l• 

' 	''' 
Achilles sung upon the lyre the glory of former 
heroes, so Alexander wrote in verse the lives of 
the good and wise emperors. 	Ile understood 
geometry and music, and played upon several 
,ii!,ti uments, but always with a decency becoming 
his high station. I could wish that those to whom 
the care of his education was committed, had not 
made him join to these useffil and pleasing ac-
tomplishments the study of the deceitful and fri-
volous tuts of divination, astrology, the pretend-
ed science of the augurs, and that of the arts- 
Tire,: 	 'tieli was the superstition of the times 

311. in which 	lie lived. 	A part of his day was re- 
Im l a y] v devoted to reading : and, guided by his 
!me (if ,erious and solid iuquirieg, be read those. 
work i in which he 1;)und tla best Instruction with 

regard 

   
  



ROOK XXIV.] 	ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 

regard to morality and government, such as the 
writings of Plato, and of Cicero upon the subject 
of the republic, and the offices of this last. 	Some- 
times;  too, he amused himself with the poets. 
Lampridius mentions particularly Horace, who 
cannot but please every intelligent reader; and 
Serenus Sammonicus, whom Alexander esteemed 
probably as a modern writer, and as an author 
whom he had seen and known. 	He frequently 
went to hear the orators and poets, when they re-
cited their works, especially if the subject of them 
was the praise of the good princes who had pre-
ceded him, or of the great men of ancient Rome, 
or of Alexander the Great;  for whom he had a 
singular veneration. 	The pleadings of the cele- 
brated lawyers were also a subjsect which excited 
his curiosity ; and when they read them in private 
assemblies as pieces of eloquence, after they had 
been re-touched, the emperor took a pleasure in 
being one of their hearers. 

so; 

35. 

It was hot only in these actions of a more pub,  
lic nature that he shoved. his regard for the learn-
ed : he was glad, as I said before, to have them 
at his table, to converse with them ; and in these 
conversations he was not deficient on his side, 
having the talent of speaking well and agreeably, 
and of enlivening what he said with pleasing and 
pertinent remarks. 	He loved the learned, and, 
which is not a little singular, he feared them. lie 
looked upon them as the arbiters of lux reputation, 
of which he was extremely jealous : and lest they 
should tarnish it by false colours, he was willing 
they should learn from himself all they would have 
to write concerning him, without prejudice how-
ever to the sacred laws of truth. 

34. 

44. 

at 

To favour the progress of letters, and of science 
in general, he allotted pensions to rhetoricians, 
grammarians, physicians,architects, men skilled in 
mechanics, and even to aruspices and astrologers, 
of %%horn he had a betteropinion than theydea.rved. 

,r2 	 He 

44. 
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lle established schools for all these arts, and ena-
bled the professors of them, by his liberalities, to 
receive poor children who had a turn for study. 
He likewise gave stipends to advocates in the 
provinces, provided he was well assured that they 
pleaded without being feed by their clients. 

Reflections on the 
causes to 

This picture of Alexander's conduct and go-
vernment must not only give us A great esteem 

which the 
wisdom of mexan_ 
der's go- 

for him, but must also fill us with surprize, when 
we find this prince, who was not fourteen years 
old when he came to the throne, and who did not 

vernment 
ought to be 

i• live to be twenty-seven, thus setting a pattern 
ascribed. 
Lamprid. 
At 64, 65. 

which few sovereigns,even of a much riper age, 
can equal. 	Lampridius, inquiring into the cause 
of this kind of plimnomenon, ascribes it in the first 
place to the vigikint cares of Mamma, for whom 
the young emperor always had the utmost defe-
rence ; and next to that, to the counsels of the 
wise and honest friends who were always about 
him. 	Alexander's friends, says that historian, 
were men venerable for the purity of their morals, 
neither evil-doers, robbers, factious, cheats, in-
clined to unite for any bad design, enemies to the 
good, disciples of debauchery;  cruel, nor capable 
of deceiving their master;  or of exposing hint 
thereby to the laughter of the public : but they 
were upright, incorruptible, modest,religious, and 
sincerely attached to their prince, whose reputa-
tion was dearer to them than any other thing. 
They never sold their interest with him, nor ever 
dealt in lies and cunning; 	but always let him 
know the truth upon every occasion, unbiassed 
by any private interest. 

Such friends are a great help and an uncommon 
blessing to a prince. 	But in vain would they be 
near him, if he himself had not sagacity tofind them 
out, and love of virtue to attach them to him. To 
the causesassign ed by Lampridius we may therefore 
add, as the chief of all, Alexander's excellent dis-
position, which enabled him to profit by the wise 

lessorif,' 
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lessons of his mother, and the salutary counsels of 
his friends. 	He had been seduced by flatterers, 
immediately after his accession to the throne, and 	o. 
bad suffered himself to be prejudiced against those 
who aimed at nothing but his real glory, insepar- 
able from the welfare of the state. 	But that illu- 
sion did not last long. 	The youug prince soon 
returned to the right way; and the solidity of his 
mind, and the goodness of his heart, fixed him in 
it for ever. 

So fair a life is however not without its blemish- Tie has 
es; but they are few, and not considerable in them- elnrbr, - 
selves. 	The greatest blame laid to Alexander's excessive 
charge is his extreme deference for his mother, aterrea ninceo . 
princess of heroic courage, but excessively impe-ther. 
rious, and greedy after money. 	He is said to haye d. cirs' 
connived at, and even to have authorized, Ma- 
mma's rapines ; 	which, undoubtedly, 	deserves 
blame, though it may not be totally inexcusable 
in a prince who owed every thing to his mother, 
and who found in her so many great qualities, that 
he could no more refuse her his esteem, on many 
accounts, than he could his respect and gratitude. 

Herodian relates a thing, which if true, does not Irma. t. 
admit of:any apology. 	He says that Matmea, of= '"I 
ter giving her son a wife of illustrious birth, grew 
jealous of the young emperor's affection for a 
spouse who was worthy of him : that she could not 
bear to see her daughter-in-law share with her the 
honours of the supreme rank, and that, in order to 
enjoy them alone, she drove her from the palace : 
that the emperor's fitther-in.law, provoked by this 
treatment of his daughter, and by insults of every 
kind offered to himself, went to the camp of the 
praetorians, where, at the same time that he be-
stowed the greatest praises upon Alexander, he 
complained bitterly of the injustices of Manma ; 
that it cost him his life; that Mamma caused him 
to be killed, and that she banished his daughter 
to A Ili ca . 	The same writer adds, that Alexander 

remained 
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remained a quiet spectator of a scene which ought 
to have interested him' so deeply; that fear of his 
mother shut his mouth ; and that he suffered with 
a patience little better than that of an idiot, what • 
the most sacred laws of justice and humanity call-
ed upon him to prevent. 

Herodian is the only * author in whom we find 
41. this story. 	Lampridius, following Dexippus an 

almost cotemporary writer, relates the thing-quite 
otherwise. 	According to him, Alexander's fa- 
ther-iii-law, whose name was Alaerinti, loaded 
with dignities and honours, harboured' criminal 
thoughts of greater grandeur, and endeavoured 
to deprive the emperor of his 	 irone and life. 	His 
crime being discovered, condign punishment Was 
inflicted on him .  and his daughter was repudiated. 
This account, Which neither charges Mamma with 
an atrocious violence, nor her son with a despi-
cable pusillanimity, seems to me by so much the 
more preferable, as Herodian may justly be sus- 
pected in the ill he says of Alexander. 	He shews 
himself; fbr what reason I know not, a declared 
enemy to the glory of this young prince, and re-
presents him every where as a poor timorous child, 
stupidly governed by other people. 	If this writ- 
er had shown any elevation of thought, any judg-
ment, any accuracy, or any sound criticism in any 
part of his work, his testimony would be of great 
weight. 	But I find in him no other merit than 
that of elegance; a style often declamatory, and 
very little exactness in any of his accounts. 

6 r bang The second fault imputed to Alexander is that he 
wii hititv4- five 0.114 	• 
disr rust rtil; 

was too inquisitive and su-picious. This reproach 
seems not to be groundless. 	Persons on whom he 

f;774,!'i
i  , 
'1  

could depend ,observed by hi3 order all that was done 
in Rome, and brought him an account of it. Their 

particular 

• I do not reckon Zonal-as+, who probably did no more than 
enry lIcrodian. 
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particular commissions were known to none but 
himself, because he feared their being corrupted 
by money ; a temptation which he thought no 
man 'could resist. 	But, on the other hand, what 
danger of mistakes must there not always be in 
these secret reports, in which the informer alone 
is heard, in which he never is confronted with the 
accused, and in which it is so easy for him to in-
dulge his own prejudices and passions, and to 
communicate even them to the prince who nei-
ther sees nor hears but through him. If these pro-
ceedings drew upon Alexander nothing worse than 
the bare reproach of being inquisitive, it must 
have been the goodness of his heart which pre-
served him from more fatal consequences : for 
the thing certainly is in itself an act of tyranny. 

t, I i 

We have endeavoured to clear him of the charge and fir lie' 
of avarice. Perhaps it may not be so easy to justify tF 'ltuch in- 
him with regard to that of vanity. 	his timid re- doled to 
Bard for men of learning, strongly indicates in him 
the weakness of wanting to be praised. 	Nor can 
his thinking hi mselfdisparaged by his being looked 
upon as a Syrian, and his whim of pretending to a 

"nt 

Roman origin,in consequence of which he drew up 
a pedigree deriving his descent in a direct line 
from the * Marcelli, be imputed to any thing but 
an ill-judged vanity. It would doubtless have been 
an advantage to a itoman emperor to be born a 

29' 44. 

Roman. 	But not being so, Alexander's sole aim 
ought to have been to make amends for that de- 
fect by his virtues. 	To deny an origin known to 
all the world, and to forge a Like genealogy, are 
tricks which should be left to very narrow minds. 

These are the principal outlines of Alexander's 
portrait. But before we proceed to his war against 

the 

• The text of Lampridus says the retelli: but Casnubon pre- 
la..4 the 31arerlii. 	In effect, 	Alexander is called Mareellus in 
the abridgment of' Aurelius Victor ; and his flither's name %VA ' 

Mar idn it, which 19 tewre 41:r MarrePfur than 31ele1'rrY. 
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the Parthians, and that with the Germans in 
which he perished ; I shall place here the few 
facts which history furnishes us with relative to 
the first years of his reign ; and shall add to.them, 
in order to finish the picture, what we know of 
his behaviour towards the soldiery. 

The first 	Alexander, in the first years of his reign, en- years of his . 
reign litaejoyed peace with foreign nations, if we except 
disturbed some slight COM motions of the barbarians towards by lbreign 
enemies. 	the frontiers. 	Lampridius speaks of advantages .prid. 	gained by Furies Celsus in Mauritania Tingitana; .c. 58. by Varius Macrinns, who was related to the em- 

peror, in Illyricum ; and by Juliini Palmatus in 
Armenia. 	This is all we know of these events, 
which cannot have been very considerable. 

Continual 	The praetorians gave Alexander much more 
fiCxlons of the  prEct,,, trouble at the times I am now speaking of; than 
riul. 	any of his foreign enemies. 	Those insolent and 
tiPuTiuusintractable troops could not bear the severity of a victim to 
them. 	a prince zealous for discipline and good order. 

Ulpian, to whose counsels they ascribed every 
thing that displeased them in the emperor's con-
duct, was the victim of their seditious fury. 

',diem. Al. 	Domitius Ulpianus, whom we for brevity call 
r(. 17. Ulpian, held the first rank amongst Alexander's 

friends. 	He was a native of Ty-r, and, in the reign 
of Seven's, was the assessor and disciple of the great 
Papinianus, under whom he acquired a perfect 
knowledge of the law, and confirmed himselfin the 
principles of strict probity. 	I have already said, 
that his merit procured him the honour of being 
chosen from among numbers as the fittest person 
to instruct and direct the infancy of Alexander, 
then Ca car ; and that the same cause made him 
afterwards be removed ftom that post by Hello-
irilyilus, who hated virtue. Alexander, When em- ,, 	, 	• 
peror, replaced him near his person, as his tutor 

..„,,, ,. 	and director, and reposed such confidence in hint 
-Li. .51. 	:IS gave uneasiness and umbrage to his mother 

71,:nnwa, who, irol, nv; of every one that ;hared 
the 
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the least part of the prince's favour, which, with 
his authority, she wanted to engross wholly to 
herself, feared Ulpian at first as a dangerous rival. 
But his prudent behaviour soon removed her sus-
picions, insomuch that she herself became the 
readiest of any to commend the judicious choice 
her son had made. 	Alexander trusted Ulpian 	26- 
with the most important employments. 	He made2''' 
iiim his secretary of state, and appointed him as-
sistant to, and in some measure inspector over, 
the praetorian prTfects Flavius and 	Chrestus. 
These last, cramped by his vigilance, spirited up 
a sedition among their soldiers, in order to get 
rid of him : but their wicked contrivance fell up- 
on their own heads. 	The emperor, informed of 
their design, put them both to death, and made 
Ulpian * sole prxtorian praffect. 	Every thingLamprid. 
then rested upon him, and he might be reckoned' ' 
the second person in the empire. 	Whatever af- 
fairs were to be laid before the emperor went first 
through his hands, that he might examine and re- 
port them. 	I have already said that this faithful 
minister was the only man with whom the empe- 
ror cofiferred alone. 	If any one desired a private 	31.  
audience of the prince, Ulpian was present at it. 
He was the friend at all hours ; Alexander invit- 	31. 
ing him to partake of his amusements, as well as 
of his labours, and making him dine and sup with 
him oftener, and with more pleasure, than he did 
any one else. 

But all the emperor's kindness and attention 
r:ould not protect his minister against the un- 

bounded 

4  Xiphilinug and Zonaras, to whom we owe the abridgment 
of Dion Cassius, relate this affair otherwise, and charge Ulpian 
with causing the death of the two praetorian praefects purpose- 
ly that he might succeed them. 	For the honour of this great 
ornament of the law, I have chosen, with M. de Tillemont, 
to follow Zosiums, who had the text of Dion Cassius before his 
eyes, and who may have understood the meaning of hi. author 
better than the other tA‘o. 
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31' 	bounded licentiousness of the prtetoriaus. Ulpian 
was in perpetual danger from their seditious; and 
Alexander saved his life more than once b) step- 

Die. & zot.ping in between him and them, and by covering 
him with his robe. 	At length, however, their 
fury rising to an uncommon height, Ulpian fled 
for ,helter to the palace : but neither the empe-
ror nor his mother could, with all their efforts, 
hinder him this time from being massacred be- 
fore their eyes. 	M. de Tillemont places this tra- 
gical event in the year of Christ 228, which an-
swers to the sixth and seventh of.Alexander'Sreign. 

Ulpian certainly deserved a better fate. He has 
been praised by all the Pagans, without exception 

r.ek.q. 	and wit bout reserve. 	The Christians have re- 
but. v. i 1. proached him with hating them, and with carry-

ing his aversion so far as, contrary to the inclina-
tion of his sovereign who did not dislike them, 
to collect all the edicts which former emperors 
had published against them. 	Lerus pity a blind- 
ness, in which he was confirmed even by his re-
gard for the laws which he had studied so much. 

Thereto- 	The rage of the prmtorians increased with the 
riul" d'-'. 	success of their criminal attempts. They fell upon 
mind the d.,n, nr 	Dion Cassius, who was just returned front his go- 
"91 ca" vcrnment of the upper Pannonia, where he had 
311115, 	Will, 	L. 
rt. tire., hito round means to bring the troops to a just sense of 
uith,nia• their duty, and to make them respect the authori-

ty of their superiors. The prmtorians, fearing lest 
flin. lib. 

	

-VIA". 	this example should be productive of consequences 
disagreeable to them, bad the insolence to demand 
Dion's head. 	The emperor, far from listening to 
them, honoured Dion with a second consulship, 
in which he promised to be his colleague, and to 
defray all his expences. 	This resolution was lau- 
dable : but Alexander did not persist in it. 	.Ap- 
prehending lest the piwtorians should fly to ex-
tremities which it might not be in his power to 
check, if they saw the object of their hatted in-
vested with the ornaments of the first tli,;nity of 

the 
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.. the empire, he advised Dion to pass the time of 

his consulship out of Rome. 	Dion obeyed, went 
into Campania, where the emperor then was, staid 
some days with him,shewed himself without fear to 
the soldiers of the guard,and afterwards, under pre-
tence of being ill of the gout, retired to Bithynia 
his native country, there to spend the remainder 
of his days : happy in being able to extricate him-
self, like Hectormi Homer *, from among tumults, 
darts and swords, murders and carnage. ' 

Ulpian's death, and the danger of Dion Cassius, ultnef,lie:,?" 
prove evidently. a weakness in this emperor's go-marks of 

vernment with respect to the soldiery ; which is nt: 
still farther confirmed by the timidity with which ler'y g:•_ 1}'  

he proceeded in the punishment of Epagathus,w71. 
the principal author of the murder of Ulpian. 	A-,`,Trds  
lexander removed him from Rome and from Italy,,;:g.:,),,lup-
under pretence of sending him to command Egypt, occas:o;1,. 
from whence he had him brought back to Crete, 
and there put to death. 

Another eVent which gives us no great opinion 
of Alexander's firmness with regard to the inlet°. 
rians, is a violent sedition that broke out between 
them and the people, and lasted three days, with 
continual and bloody battles, in which numbers 
perished on both sides. 	We are not told that ei- 
ther the prince, Or Ulpian, who was then alive 
and WaS prwtorian prxtect, contributed in the 
least to appease this terrible tumult. 	The prx- 
torians, being worsted, began to set fire to the 
city, upon which the people submitted. 

It is, however, certain that Alexander was utr 
from wanting courage to check the audaciousness 
of the soldiery. 	Lampridius gives us a detail of 

several 

* It is Dion Cassius who applies to himself these two lines or 
Homer: 

"Fx7dez 3' ik:1A,1” ii-rayr Zlii 41 W.11 X0147, 

El  / 4°C647Z7M, ik e' ,:;ipxiD,, 4 Ti *casq07. 
Mad. XL I GS, 16i. 
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I  several fiicts, which remove al! doubt in that re-
sped. When the troops w(.i.e in the field, he never 
sulThred any officer or soldier to quit Ids standard. 
,If any did, in order to maraude and plunder upon, 
their march, or otherWise, they were punished ei-
ther by bastonade, whipping, or a pecuniary fine, 
according to the rank of the offender : or if that 
rank was such that he could not subject them to 
any of these punishments, he reprimanded them se-
verelyotsking them, " Whether they would like to 
" have their lands treated in the manner they treat-
" ed those of others ?" He broke a soldier who had. 
done considerable mischief to an old woman, and 
condemned him to be her slave, that he, being 2 
Carrier by trade, might maintain her by his labour,  , 
in order to repair the injury he had done her. 
The comrades of the soldier thus rigorously pu-
nished, murmured : but the emperor was resolute,, 
and made them fear and respect his authority. 

But the strongest instance of his boldness in, 
punishing the soldiery, was his breaking a whole 
legion, as Cinsar had fbrinerly done. 	Alexander 
being at Antioch, at the time of his preparing to,. 
make war against the Persians, learnt that the mo-' 
rals of his troops were corrupted by their abode  ii 

 

in that voluptuous city ; upon which he ordered 
some of those who 	had 	signalized 	themselves 
must by 	their debauchery, 	to 	be 	seized and 
put in prison. 	The legion to which these sol- 
diers belonged grew mutinous, 	and 	demanded 
them back with seditious cries. 	Alexander as-r ' 
cended his tribunal, 	ordered 	the 	prisoners 	to 
be brought before him, loaded with chains, and 
ii:CIT "-/101.(', 	follows  to 	the 	mutineers : 	" Fel- 
" low..,oblil'A : 	fi)r such I am willing still to 	call. 
" von, lic...wse I wake no doubt butt that YOU diS.' 
"  auprove or the behaviour of those who have in-' 
" ein red fly displeasure ; you must know that it is: 
" tbe ilHe iriii , c.. of our ancestors which preserves the 

" vowel  , 
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" power and glory of the republic. 	Without this 
" support,the empire and the Roman name wont(' 
" infallibly perish. 	No, I will not suffer the intii- 
" mous disorders which reigned under that mon- 
'4  ster of impurity, my predecessor, ever to be re- 
" vived whilst Jam on the throne. Roman soldiers, 
" your companions, my comrades in war, bathe, 
" drink to excess, spend their time in dalliance 
" with women, and, in short, live like the most 
" effeminate and most debauched 	among 	the 
" Greeks. Shall I stiffer such licentiousness! and 
" shall not the death of the offenders expiate their 
" crime !" 	At these words the legion grew ex- 
tremely clamorous. 	" Forbear that noise," said 
Alexander to them. 	" It may be proper in war, 
" and against the enemy, but not against your 
44  emperor. 	Your officers have certainly taught 
"6  you to use it against the Sarmatians, the Ger- 
" mans, and the Persians ; and not against him 
" who employs in feeding and cloathing you with 
" the money he receives from the provinces. For- 
" bear those furious clamours, ifyou will not have 
" me send you all away, and with a word reduce 
" you to the condition ofprivate subjects of Rome. 
"4  Though I doubt whether you deserve even that 
44 name, whilst you violate the most sacred laws 
44  of the Roman discipline." 	The mutineers, in- 
stead of growing quiet, murmured more auda-
ciously than before, and menaced him with their 
arms: upon which, resuming his speech in a inure 
commanding and resolute tone of voice ; " Prove 
" your valour," said he to them, " if you have. 
44  any, against the enemy. 	I fear not your me- 
" naccs. 	In killing me, you kill but one man ; 
" and the republic, eternally subsisting, the senate 
" and the Roman people, will not fail to avenge 
" my cause." 	Still nothing could awe the sedi- 
tious, who grew more outrageous than ever : when 
Alexander, taking his resolution, " Begone," said 
1,e  to them, 44 subjects, and no longer soldiers of 

"the 
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" the Romans : begone, and quit your arms.'" 
lie was obeyed : and those very men who had so 
obstinately opposed the punishment of their com-
rades, submitted quietly to the punishment in-
flicted on themselves. They laid down their arms 
and military aceoutrements, and instead of re-
turning to the camp, dispersed in different places. 
What is more, they solicited Alexander in the 
most humble manner to reinstate them; but he was 
inexorable fi)r thirty days, at the end of which he 
was prevailed upon to grant their request; though 
it then cost the lives of their tribunes, who had 
suffered corruption to creep in among them, and 
whose connivance had fomented their sedition. 
The legion thus broken and restored was after-
wards extremely attached to Alexander, and sery 
eel him remarkably well in the Persian war. 

The facts I have now related, and especially the 
last, are such striking proofs of firmness and eleva- 
tion of soul as deserve the name of heroism, 	How 
then shall we reconcile them with the former in-
stances of weakness in this prince ? Neither the 
one nor the other can be denied. 	Dion Cassius 
attests things which he saw, and in which he was 
personally interested. 	Lampridius cannot have 
invented the facts which 	he relates with all their 
circumstances. 	The only way to reconcile them 
is by distinguishing the times they speak of. 	A- 
lexander, young as he was when he ascended the 
throne, could not yet have acquired, in the first 
years of his reign, that proper and personal au-
thority which heightens the respect due to the 
sovereign's command : and the troops, accustom-
ed to give the law to their emperors, maintained 
for some time the licentiousness they were in pos. 
session of. 	But when the young prince was turn- 
ed of twenty, and became capable of displaying 
his talents and of acting vigorously, he asserted 
his rights, made the pride of the soldiers bend, 
and finTed them so much the more to revect 

him, 
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hint, as, to a firm and resolute conduct, he joined 
a mildness well suited to gain their affection. 

310 

His first care with respect to the troops was, 
that they should not want for any thing. Ile u,:ed 
frequently to say, " The soldier *does not fear 
" his commanders, unless he be fed and cloathed, 
" and has some money in his purse." According- 
ly he made this a capital 	point, and insisted so 
strictly on its being observed, 	that if the officers 
purloined the least part of the soldiers dues, the 
fiand was punished with death. 

is  

To this act of justice he added marks of kind- 
ness. Ile cased them greatly of their flutigues, and 
furnished them with mules and camels to carry 
part of their baggage in their marches. 	If they 
fell sick, he visited them himself in their tents ; 
and if the sickness was great, he lodged them in 
good houses, where he desired that all possible 
care might be taken of them, at his expellee. 

47 

These paternal cares were accompanied with the 
most obliging speeches,-such t as, " That he took 
l“ more care of his soldiers than of himself; be- 
" cause it was upon them that the welfare of the 
" republic depended." 

The emperors had always undertaken to secure 
to the troops a decent and comfortable retreat in 
their old age. Alexander perfected this plan, and 
endeavoured to render it more usefill both to the 
government and to individuals. 	He distributed 
among the officers and soldiers who had served 
their time, the lands that bordered upon the bar-
barians, and stocked those lands with cattle and 
all other things necessary to till them ; thinking 
it equally dangerous and unbecoming, that the 
frontiers attic empire should remain uncultivated 
desarts. These gilts were appropriated to the mi- 

litary 

• Miles non timet, nisi vestitus, annatus, calceatus & satin., 

,51,. 

& habens aliquid in zunula. R. 
t Dieeir. milites se maxis se/Nave, twain seipsurn, quotl salsa 

publita in liei cwt. 
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Iitary people only, and that for ever, to prevent 
their tithing; into the hands of men who might not 
belong to that noble profession : nor were they 
allowed to pass from father to son, unless the son 
was in the army. This institution of Alexandei's, 
has been looked upon by many as the origin and 
model of the feudal tenures, of which military ser-
vice was the essential condition. 

It results from what we have said, that from the 
time when Alexander became capable of taking 
the reigns of government into hi, own hands, and' 
of exerting his genius and courage, no prince ever 
deserved more either to be feared or to be loved 
by the soldiery ; consequently that the weakness 
of his government in the first years of his reign 
ought to be imputed to his great youth, which did 
not permit him to act entirely as master ; and 
lastly, that if the Roman soldiers had then been 
disciplinable, he would have restored discipline 
among them, and that his reign would have been 
as happy and peaceable,as it was wise and virtuous.  

Disturhan- 	The intractable obstinacy of the troops was such, ues and 

dunga
comm. 	as left thisgreat and good prince scarce any repose. 

Dion Cassius speaks of i sedition of the legions in l 
pretenders Mesopotamia,who killed their commander,Ilavius 
to the 	lIeraeleo. 	Other monuments of history mention uop.a... several pretenders to the empire, who set up against 

Alexander. I have already taken notice of Ovinius 
Camillus. 	Zosimus and the epitome of Aurelius 
Victor name an Uranes, an Antoninus,a Taurinus, 
who assumed the purple. All these rebels had their 
partizans in the army ; and though their attempts 
did not succeed, they lo not the less prove the ex-
treme readiness of the troops to mutiny, and con. 
spire against their prince ; so that it is not to be 
wondered at if he at !ast perished by their hands. 
But before that melancholy event happened, he 
made war against the Persians, and prepared to at-
tack the nations ofGertnany, as I ,,liall now relate. 

S E C T. 
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SECT. II. 

Revolution in the .tast. Artaxerxes king of the Per-
sians revolts against Artabanes king of the Par- 
thians, and transfers the empire to his nation. 	He 
prepares to make war upon the Romans. 	Alexan- 
der charged with timidity by Herodian, zeithout 
cause. 	He sends an embassy to Artaxerxes to ex. 
hurt him to keep peace; but in vain. He prepares 
for war, and sets out fin. it. 	The order of the 
march was given out two months before-hand. 	Ile 
makes his troops observe an exact discipline upon 
their march. 	He sends a second embassy to dr- 
taxerxes, from Antioch. 	Arrogant answer of Ar- 
taxerxes, brought by an embassy of fbur hundred 
Persian lords. Slight commotions among the troops 
of Syria and Ep,lypt. 	Alexander Arms  a mostiu- 
dicious plan of war. 	The execution of it was not 
equal to the design, according to Herodian 	His 
account does not seem' at all probable. 	Different 
account given by Lampridius, who says that Alex-
ander gained a great victory over the Persians. 
Alexander returning to Rome, gives the senate an 
account of his exploits. 	He triumphs. 	He sets 
oat ,fin. the war against the Germans. 	Arrivinf 
in Gaul, he endeavours to persuade the Barbarians 
to peace. 	Bad inclinations of his troops. 	Ori in 
of illaximin. 	He cabals against Alexander : and 
causes him to be assassinated by some of the sol- 
diers. Alexander is universally regretted. 	Dread; 
Al disorders which followed his death. 	How,/hr 
he lavoured the Christians. 	The Civil Law ceewes 
to flourish. 	Modeslinus the last of The civilians. 
Ko writer of distinguished eminence. 	Marius 
Maximus. Dion Cassius. Alexander's MarriageS. 
His sister Theoclwa. 

VoL, VIII. 	V 
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It volution 
in the Last. 
Artas:- 

V E have hitherto seen frequent wars be-
tween the Romans and the Parthians, 

erx" king  ever since the unlbrtunate expedition of Crassus. 
of the l'er-

T  shins re- 	hese two rival empires had looked upon each 
v"I s "" 
gaitist Ar- 

n" 
king of the p,, , Fil.in 
and trans: 

other with a:le:dons eye. 	(Hien in arms, always 
under uneasiness and mutual distrust, they seem-
ed to maintain a Fort of equality : and though the 
Parthians were obliged to give the Romans the 

ter, t-i,  
empire to 
his mitium 

pre-eminence of honour, they still preserved their 
• nidt.pendence, and never submitted to the yoke 
of that power which swallowed up all the other 
kingdoms of the known world. 	Trajan broke in 
upon them, and made himself master of corn ider- 
able parts of their dominions. 	Ile shook their 
monarchy to its very tbundations, and would per-
haps have completed the conquest of the whole, 
and have reduced the empire of the Parthians to 
a Roman province, had lie not been prevented by 
sickness and death. 	No one of the Roman em- 
perors that came after him was equally skilled in 
war, nor capable of prosecuting what he had un- 
dertaken. 	The equilibrium between the two em- 
pires was restored ; and the victories of L. Vents, 
and those of Severus, checked the Parthians, but 
did not endanger them. 	I do not speak of Cara- 
calla's war, begun foolishly, and ended shamefully 
for Rome. This was the last attempt against them 
by the Romans, with respect to whom they still re-
tained the title of Invincible, when an intestine 
revolution totally changed their situation,and made 
them disappear from off the scene of the universe. 

To avoid ambiguity, we must here distinguish 
the nation of the Parthians from the empire of 
the Parthiaw, which contained eighteen king- 
doms, or great provinces. 	The nation, I say, dis- 
appeared, and returned to the obscurity from 
which Arsaces had dr.twn it. 	Before Arsaces, 
:>carce any mention is made of the Parthians: 
and after the :era I am now going to speak of, his- 

tory 
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tory no longer knows them. 	But the empire 
which they had founded continued, with this only 
change, that it passed from one people to ano- 
ther. 	This little we know of this great event is 
as fbllows: 

Artal)anes, the last king of the Parthians, had 
obtained the throne by a civil war against his bro- 
ther, who disputed it with him. 	We may believe 
that this domestic division, though terminated in 
his favour, weakened his power, and gave the 
Persians room to attempt a revolt, and means to 
succeed therein. 

We learn from Strabo, that the Persians formed Strak LXI. 
a separate body of the state under the empire 004 7'1'.  
the 	Parthians, and had 	their 	particular 	king. 
Notwithstanding their reverse of fbrtune, the glo-
ry of the great Cyrus, and the long succession of 
kings which their nation had given to Asia, were 
ever present to their minds ; and at length there 
rose up among them a,.man who undertook to re-
store their ancient splendour. 

His name was Artaxerxes, and, if we believe,kamaL 
Agathias, he was an adventurer, the son of a soldier 
called Sasan, by the wife of a shoemaker named 
Pabec, who, being skilled in astrology, and know-
ing by that means that the son of Sasan would be-
come a great man, delivered his wile to this sol- 
dier. 	The story, as it is told, looks much like a 
'Ale. 	I do not deny but that the name of Ar- 
taxerxes's father was Sasan : which seems to be 
confirmed by the authority of Abulfaragius, who rx....it 
calls by the common name of Sasanides, all the. t• 14' 
princes that reigned in Persia from the Artax-
erxes we arc now speaking of, down to the time 
when that country was invaded by the successors 
of Mahometa 	But the other circumstances of the 
birth of this Persian hero border too much upon 
the marvellous to deserve the least degree of cre- 
dit. 	Dion Cassius likewise speaks of Artaxerxes, 	!'"'• oP• 

/..:1 L Ile2 	 as 	,d, 1.   6J, 
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as of tAll unknown upstart. 	Ilerodian 	stiles hitu 
king of the Persians, and I shall do the same. 

This Artaxerxes spirited up the Persians his 
countrymen and his subjects to revolt against Ar-
tabanes, defeated this prince in three battles, kill-
ed him, and caused himself to be acknowledged 
in his stead king of all the empire of which the 
Parthians were then the ruling nation. 	M. de 
Tillemont, following father Petavius, places this 
revolution under the year of Christ 22G ; between 
the fourth and filth of the reign of Alexander Se- 
vents. 	Consequently the empire of the Arsacidir, 
which began in the \Tear of Rome five hundred .. 
and tuo, and ended in the year nine hundred and 
seventy-seven, lasted four hundred and seventy- 
live years. 

Jle pie-, 
intrort to 
jAake war 

The change of the domination of the Parthians 
• into that of the Perians, made no alteration with 

upon the 
atumans. respect to the Romans. That empire still remained 

their ene my,and caused them even greaterd isasters 
than before, under its new masters. 	Artaxerxes 
had no sooner settled his rule over all the countries 
which Artabanes had possessed,than he carried his 
ambition farther, and prepared tomake war against 
the Romans. lie passed the Tigris, and laid siege 
to Atra, intending to make that city his place of 
fain, in Mesopotamia. 	llis success in this attempt 
was the same as that of Trajan and Severus ; and 
be was forced to raise thesiege. This check having 
probably encouraged those who were dissatisfied 
with the »ew government, he was obliged to carry 
I.is arms into Media, 	Pa rthyrenia, and Armenia, 
\,•Iii tiler the sons of A rtabanes had retired. Ile was 
110t ,,neres,ful in this last country, though lie cer-
t a:nly did 1. ,t suffer much in his expedition, since 
be in) nird iv t ci v after resumed his design of mak ing 
1.1 a r at...aiim the llomans. 	Ile made great prepara- 
I  jou-, to that purpose, threatened Mesopotamia and 
;•iN ria, and even claimed all Asia Minor as far as the 

P,21.1.an 'i_a; alledging that these countries had by cn 
conquered 
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conquered by Cyrus, and governed by Persian sa-
traps, under the authority of that great king, and 
down to the time of Darius Codomancis ; and that 
they consequently were appendages of the empire 
of the Persians, whose glory he had retrieved, and 
whose ancient rights he was determined to assert. 

This news, when carried to Rome, terrified A-Alexaliicr 
lexander, if we believe 	Herodian. 	Nurtured in`;,

i
:j'atir,4,7n-,;.  

•peace, and accustomed to the pleasures of thatdity b. 
great city, the 	•oittig prince, says that 	historian,„.;;I :,ir' 
was seized with grief and fear at the prospect oVeause• 
the fatigues and dangers of'so distant a war against 
so powertbl an enemy. 	Such is the light in which 
Herodian, as I said before, always represents A- 
lexander. 	Lairpridus gives us a quite difrerenti.,,,;,.. 
idea of him : he ascribes to him the glory of hav- AI. 27. 
fug been great in arms : and the testimony of this 
last writer seems to me preferable here. 	For, if 
Alexander was afraid, why did he put himself at 
the head of his armies.? 	And as to his pretended 
attachment to the pleasures of Rome, that reproach 
is flatly contradicted by the whole tenor of this 
young emperor's conduct, which bordered more 
upon austerity, than upon luxury or love of plea-
sure. 

It is true he had no violent passion for var,and He seindl% 
riR  v 

did all he could to avoid it : in which his 'midelle -i ' at on  Arta 

cannot but be commended. 	He sent ambassadorstr•i c'sr,!zint  to Artaxerxes, to represent to him that he oughq„. L.,p  
not, upon vain hopes, to kindle a war which wouldiwoce7 but 

set the whole universe on fire ; and that the two/,`.„1"• 
empires were great enough for each of them to be 
satisfied with their limits. 	The ambassadors were 
also ordered to remind him or the victories which 
Trajan, L. Vents, and Severus had gained over 
the Parthians, as pledges of those the Romans 
might still expect if' lie dared to attack them. 

The king of the Persians paid no regard to these 
remonstrances. 	Naturally haughty and presump-
tuous, and elated by his success at home, be an- 

swered 
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swercd Alexander's messages by actual hostilities. 
lie entered Mesopotamia, laid waste the country, 
carried off a considerable booty, attacked the 

Dia. camps of the legions who guarded the passes of 
the rivers; and all these advantages he owed less 
to his own valour and audaciousness, than to the 
bad behavonr of the Roman soldiers,' some of 
whom would not defend themselves, whilst otheri 
were even so perfidious as to join him. 	George 
Syncellus relates, that the king of the Persians 
besieged Nisibis in this expedition, and extended 
his ravages into Cappadocia. 

He pre- Alexander, finding that there was no prospect 
pares for of maintaining peace, resolved to make war in a W.11% 
Lamptid. manner becoming a Roman emperor. 	He pro- 
-11/..,5o," posed to himself no less a model, than the famous 

conqueror whose name he bore. 	Mistrusting the 
legions of Syria, always effeminated by the mild-
ness and pleasures of that climate and country, 
lie judged it necessary to carry with him not only 
his prwtorians, but part of the European legions. 
He raised new troops throughout the whole ex-
tent of the empire, and mixed the Macedonian 
discipline with the Roman, fbrming a phalanx of 
six legions, and establishing two bodies of old 
soldiers, whom he called, the one * Chrysaspides, 
and the others A rgyraspides : and finally, satisfi-
ed that the presence of the prince is always a 
powerful incentive to the soldier, he resolved to 
march in person at the head of his army. 

A nd scti
it. ottt 	fir. 

ri„.„L  
When the time of their departure drew near, he 

assembled the soldiers that were in and about Rome, 
to 

it Soldiers who hurc shields of gold, as those of the Argy- 
ri Tides 	were of silver. 	Alexander the 	Macedonian, 	Nt lictit 
he set out f.w Lis expedition to the Indies bad thrived a corps 
li f Argyra-virks, that is to hay, of soldiers w hose bucklers were 
rl itcd with h;lver. 	Alexander Severus refined upon his mold, 
I , v instituting the Chrysahrides, whose shields were covered 
1 	di gold. 
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to notify to them his resolution; and exhort them 
to behave well in the war to which he was going 
to lead them. The speech which Herodian lends 
him on this occasion, tiiyours more of the elegance 
of a timid sophist, than of the noble confidence of 
a warrior and a general. 	I shall not extract any 
part ofit here,but shall content myselfwith saying, 
that Alexander made use of an argument more 
prevalent with the troops, that of giving them an 
ample largess. He went afterwards to the senate, 
to whom he likewise communicated his design, 
informing them also of the day he was to set out; 
which seems to have been in the year of Christ 
932, when he was near twenty-four years of age, 
and entered into the eleventh year of his reign. 

Before he left Rome he went up to the capitol, 
and there offered the usual sacrifices : after which 
he set out, accompanied to some distance by the 
whole senate and all the people, whose tenderness 
for so good a prince, then on the point of leaving 
them, made them shed many tears. 	Alexander 
himself, according to Herodian, could not help 
sheaving the same marks of concern, and often 
turned his eyes back towards the city. 	His tears 
were far from being- unworthy of a great soul, if 
they proceeded, not from weakness, but, which it 
is more equitable to suppose, from a grateful sense 
of the alli.ction his people expressed for him. 

lie took his rout through Illvricum,from whence The order 

be was to carry with him pad of the troops that 'march was 
were generally quartered there. 	his march had 	give" out 
been settled two months beibre, and 	notified bv It,',"1::ri' 
placards posted up in Rome, and all other places }ma 
where it was thought necessary. " On such a day,1,41.',.'.,r.;  • 
" at such an hour, said the placard, I shall set out 
" from Rome, and shall lay the first night at such 
" a place." All the places through which he was 
to pass, all those in which the troops xvere to In 
furnished with provisions, and those at whidi the.) 

wei e 
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were to halt, were particularly specified : and this 
plan was punctually executed. 

.ns 	 , his troops 
observe 	

I have already said with what severity he caused 
observe an strict discipline to be observed in all his marches. 
exam 	 isei- 
pline upon Every man kept his post : the soldier was modest 
their 	and reserved ; the officer amiable and polite : so 
march. 	that one woud rather have thought it a company so.  

of senators passing by, than an army upon its 
march. Accordingly all the people of the provin- 
ces heaped blessings upon Alexander. 	Even the 
troops themselves, whom he thus tied down to 
their duty, loved their young emperor, as a bro-
ther, a son, or a father; because he took great care, 
as I said before, not to let them want for any thing. 
The soldier was well fed, well cloathed, well shod, 
had neat arms, and good horses with rich furni-
ture : nothing was more magnificent, nor at the 
same time better disciplined, than the Roman army. 
Alexander was 'affable to all. 	He neither distin- 
guished himself' by luxury nor good living. When 

'31. 	he dined, his tent was open on all sides, that the 
soldiers might see the frugality of his table. 

Ire rewls a 	In 	this manner he arrived at Antioch, from let ond em- 
bar  , to 	whence, still more fully to justify the steps he was 
Aii"X. 	going to take, and hoping too that his presence up- 
erxos, from  
Alai, d t, 	on the spot, which had already obliged Artaxerxes 
Ilend• 	to retire from befbre Nisibis, might be productive 

of some farther good event, he sent a second em-
bassy to that king, exhorting him to moderate his 
vast projects,ami to remain quiet. Artaxerxes pro-
bably looked upon these repeated endeavours to 
a% oid a war, as the effect of fear and weakness; and 
grow ing thereupon more intractable than ever, he 

Arror y•i 4s e ri t Ills an ;wcr to I he Roman emperor by fonr hurt /  
n. - • 	' 	drcd Per,  iati lonk, niagni,:eentiv dressed, armed N. .,.1 

	

-, • 	1:ith their ho,, ,, and niount«1 	upon 	tine 	horses. 
h 'i l' ' br I-bon their arri 	al, the chief of this enthasNy 	de- 
1 	• 	1 	n. 	i 
.1  • , 1 4 c. 	dared to Al exa urier,t hat the great king Artaxerxes 
• .00 Ad • al'ib'i NI the 1; °mins and their commander to relin- 

quish 
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quish to him Syria and all the countries situated 
between the sea of Cilicia, the .Xgman sea, and 
the Pontus Euxinus, as belonging to the ancient 
domain of the Persians. 	If we credit Herodian, 
Alexander violated the law of nations with regard 
to these Persian ambassadors, not so far indeed as 
to take away their lives ; but he ordered them to 
be arrested, stripped them of all the riches they 
had brought with them, and confined them in dif- 
ferent towns of Phrygia. 	This writer has so little 
judgment, that he almost praises Alexander for 
his moderation in not inflicting a greater punish-
ment upon these ministers, who, after all, did no 
more than execute the commands of their master. 
So bad a judge of things deserves little credit as 
a witness. 	M. de Tillemont is inclined to deny 
the fact, and we arc of his opinion. 

Alexander finding that Artaxerxes was abso-Slight 
o.  

lutcly bent on war, prepared to carry it on vigor- tTolna. 
ously on his side. 	HQ was stopt a little by somemong the 
seditious commotions, or rather by a revolt of the s,rril:and 
troops of Egypt and Syria. 	Perhaps what we be- 	Egypt- 
fbre said of some rash pretenders to the empire, 
may belong to this time. 	These disturbances, 
however, did not extend far, but were soon and 
easily appeased by the punishment of the offen- 
ders. 	I have already spoken of the mutiny of a 
legion which he was obliged to break, and which 
obtained its restoration by prayers and supplica- 
tions. 	'These and all other cares of the like na- 
ture being over, Alexander thought of nothing 
more than how he might form the best plan for 
his campaign against Artaxerxes. 

It was a maxim with him always to consult the MovntuIer 
most 	intelligent. 	whenever 	lie wanted 	to 	be in-!1;''a„li..  
simile(' in any thing. 	So, when this war was in ri.m.plan 
3gitation, he advised with old warriors, trained up';'":":--.4.  to arms, and who to the experience they had per-.1% i(i: 
.ovally acquired, joined a knowlede;e of history, 
tit to direct them, by past examples, bow to bc- 

have 

   
  



3.14 	 IIIS'FORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

have in similar cases. With the help of a council 
thus formed, Alexander settled a most excellent 
plan of his campaign. 

II, rod. 	As he had a fine army, composed of troops as 
numerous as they were well appointed, it was re-
solved to divide them into three bodies, in order 
to attack the empire of the Persians in three dif- 
krent parts. 	One of these detachments was to 
cross Armenia, a country in alliance with the Ro-
mans, and from thence to penetrate into Media : 
another was to march southward, towards the con-
flux of the Euphrates and the Tigris ; that is to 
say, towards Stniana* and Persia properly so call-
ed ; and the emperor himself; with the main body 
'of his army, purposed taking the middle road, by 
passing through Mesopotamia, thereby to carry 
the war at once into the center of his enemy's do- 
minions. 	All these troops were afterwards to re- 
join at a place indicated for that purpose. 

This plan was extremely well concerted in order 
to embarrass Artaxerxes infinitely, to multiply his 
dangers, and to oblige him either to divide his 
fOrces, and consequently to weaken them, or to 
abandon to the Romans that part of his dominions 

'n'` .X1- 	whit h he should leave defenceless. 	But the execu- tun,.  ,d it 
wa, ,,,,t 	tion of it was not equal to the design, if we believe 
equal t? 	I I e rod ian; and that through the fault of Alexand er, tile ue i_ri, 
a rrol (1.4;  who, either withheld by his own timidity, or weak 
t Heti,- 	enough to be guided by the counsels of a mother 

alarmed and terrified without any cause, did not 
operate at all with the maiu body of his army, 

which 

' ITerodimi sa) s Partbia, or the country of the Parthians, 
t< 111(h is very diqiint from the conflux of the Euphrates and the 
Tigri,. 	I hate tal,en the liberty to substitute, by a conjecture, 
li untied 	on 	the situation of the places, Susi:ton and 	PerAa. 
That It Fitt r was far from being learned, -n, he him,elf rm.( s 
on this ter} occas'on. 	I-k says, the mouth of the Tigris is not 
I um% n, As I O! t t very one knows, and always ha. known, tha 
l b, Ti4-: : , 	a fter hat jog rye( k cd the tt-ateis of the Ell14 irate'. 
di 1  ml i t .ue.. it• tli into the Pet .ion gulph, 
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Which he commanded in person. The detachment 
that was sent to Persia had some success at first: 
but Artaxerxes falling upon it afterwards with all 
his forces, it was cut to pieces, in such manner 
that not a single man escaped. That which march-
ed by the way of Armenia succeeded, and pene-
trated into Aiedia : but upon the news of the dis-
aster I have been speaking of, it was recalled in 
the bad season of the year, and perished in great 
numbers, partly by famine, and partly through fa-
tigue and misery, in a long. retreat through a 
mountainous country. 	By tins means Alexander, 
who had advanced no farther than the plains of 
Mesopotamia, returned to Antioch covered with 
shame and ignominy, sick, and loaded with the 
hatred of the soldiers, who justly imputed to him 
all their misfortunes, and whose anger he could 
not appease but by Clint of money. 

One would scarcely suspect the truth of an ac- Ins Re. 
count delivered with such particular circumstances. ',* i ()ott"Ist,e'173, 
But yet, that this of Ilerodian 	is false, appearsat nil pro. 
plainly from the chain of subsequent events. 	For butdc. 
it is certain, even according to that writer himself, 
that Artaxerxes remained quiet all the next cam-
paign, and it was not until four years after that the 
Persians renewed the war. 	It is true, that the 
historian we arc speaking of, endeavours to ac-
count for this inactivity of the conquerors, by say-
ing, that, notwithstanding their advantages,they 
suffered much, because the Romans made abrave 
defence, and killed great numbers of their men. 
Ile adds, that the kings of those countries had not 
any regular troops; but that when they wanted to 
take the field, they issued ont their orders to their 
'ubjects, who thereupon repaired to them, bring- 

111)(r ‘'hil them the necessary proyi:•ions, ()lien ac-e, 
companied by their wives, and forming a contnsed 
multitude, rather than an army. 	When the cam-
paiwi was over, they separated and returned to 
I prix' own homeq, carrying %Nith them, for the only 

rew.ird 
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reward of their labour, the plunder they had taken 
from the enemy. 	All this is true : 	but still it is 
inconceivable that Artaxerxes, who before the war 
thought of nothing less than conquering all the 
countries betwixt him and the iEgean sea, should, 
when victorious, remain quiet and peaceable in 
his own dominions. 	We therefore chuse rather 
to follow Lam priditts, whose account is entirely 
different from that of Herodian. 

Aaron According to the Latin author, Alexander came 
ace."' given by 
Lampri. 
d ius, who 

to a battle with Artaxerxes, who had seven bun-
dred elephants, a thousand chariots armed with 
scythes, and an hundred and twenty thousand 

says that 
ALxander 
gained a 

ka v e. 
tory over 
the Per- 
midge. L,,,,,„,q4 

, 
norse. 	It is known that the Parthians, and the 
Persians who succeeded them, fought only on 
horseback. 	In this action the young emperor did 
the duty of a commander and a soldier. 	He fiCW 
to every part, exposed himself where the danger 

Al. " was greatest, and encouraged his troops by his 
words and example. 	In short, he gained a glori- 
ous victory, which enriched his army, and forced 
Artaxerxes to forget his former boastings, and to 
think himself happy that his enemies, called back 
to the West by the motions of the barbarians upon 
the Rhine and the Danube, could not pursue their 
advantages. The Romans took a prodigious num-
ber of prisoners, all of whom were carefully ran-
somed by Artaxerxes, that it might not be said 
that any Persians were slaves in a foreign coun-
try: a thing which would have been thought highly 
ignominious to their nat ion. 

A levinder Alexander, being obliged to rt f urn back to the 
n•iiirnin 

Rolm, West,In 	 took care to guard the frontiers of Syria and , r  
0, [hr. 
b•""re "n 
A non II I I iir 

131e'mpotaillia againstanyinsult4rom the Parthians, 
and then sc t out with all speed for ltome, covered 

Ilk ex. with glory, as well by the victory he hat! gained 
Pl"inn'm• . d  
J.,Antptid. 

over his enemies, as by the good discipline lie had 
IlladC his army observe. 	Upon his arrival, he gave 

.;3. the senate an account of his exploits, according to 
the custom of the ancient Roman generala. 	Ilis 

speech, 
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pecell, extracted from the registers of the senate, 
is given b:, Lampridius : 	and as it is very short, 1 
third: I may insert it here. 	" Conscript Fathers," 
said the enipercr, .‘ II e have vanquished the Per- 
" sians. 	I shalt not launch out into words upon 
" this subject,butonlv tell you what wasthe streirth 
44  Of OM enemies. 	They had seven hundred &le- 
" pin:tits. 	Two Inindrt a of them were killed : we 
44  have taken three hundred, of which we bring 
" vou eighteen. 	Of a thousand chariots armed 
" with scythes, we have taken two hundred, which 
" I have not thought worth bringing hither, be- 
" cause they would be but a doubtful token of our 
" victory ; it being easy to have such made. 	We 
" have put to flight an army of an hundred and 
" twenty thousand horse. 	We have killed two 
" thousand men armed with coats of mail, whose 
" spoils have served to arm our troops. 	We have 
" taken a great number of prisoners, which we 
" have sol,l " 	(Artaxerxes had not yet ransomed 
them.) " We have recovered Mesopotamia, which 
" our unworthy predecessor had neglected to de- 
" fend. 	We have put to flight Artaxerxes, whom 
" the East calls the Great King, and who is wor- 
" thy of that name by his power. 	lie has retired 
" back to his kingdom, in disorder; and the places 
" which formerly saw our captive standards car- 
" ried in triumph, have now seen this haughty 
" king fly through them, leaving his own stan- 
" dards in our possession. 	This, Conscript Fa- 
" thers, is a faithful account of our advantages 
" over the Persians. 	There is no need of many 
" words where facts speak. 	Our soldiers return 
" rich and contented. 	[heir victory has made them 
" tbrget the fatigues and perils it has cost them. 
" You, Conscript Fathers, will be pleased to order 
" thanksgivings to the gods, that we may not scent 
" ungrateful for the favours of heaven.' 

This plain but strongly expressive speech, was 
tiillowed by the acclamations of all the senators. 

•‘ You 
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" You justly deserve, cried they, the names of 
" Parthieus and of Persicus. 	Your victories are 
" real : and it is " by disciplining your troops that 
" you have been able to conquer the enemy." 
Thus did they delight in praising the exploits of 
Alexander at the expellee of some of his prede-
ccssors, who had often claimed victories they never 

. gained, and who, flattering their soldiers, and de-
spised by their enemies, had rendered themselves 
formidable to none but tile senate and good men. 

Tie tri- 
moig. 

5 

Alexander triumphed for his victory over the 
Persians : and this ceremony was less brilliant by 
the spoils of the enemy, which were carried in 
procession, than by the zeal awl affection which 
the senate and people expressed for their prince. 
After offering the usual sacrifices in the capitol, 
he went to the fbrum, where he ascended the tri-
bunal for harangues, and said these few words to 
the people assembled : " Romans, we have con• 
" quered the Persians. 	We bring back our sof- 
" Biers enriched by the plunder they have made. 
" To-morrow, we shall give games in the circus, 
" to celebrate our victory." 	He then returned 
on fbot to the palace, followed by his triumphal 
car drawn by fbur elephants. 	The crowd of men, 
women, and children that surrounded him, was so 
great that he could scarcely get forward. 	Ile was 
four hours in going to the palace. 	The air re- 
sounded with shouts of joy, and these pleasing 
words, proceeding really from the hearts of the 
Romans, were repeated without ceasing : " Rome 
" is happy, whilst she sees Alexander alive and 
" victorious." 	The next day he gave the games 
in the circus which lie had promised, and added 
to them some theatrical entertainments. 	He like- 
wise kept his word in regard to the largess he had 
promised, and of his own accord, increased on 
this ocea-iou time number of childien of both sexes 

Ns ho 

ll1c tiincit qui raitec rep it. 
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,wno were maintained and educated at the public 	• 
,expence. 	He called those of his adding, 111un:e- 
au:3, from the name of his mother ; a name more 
honourable than that of Faustina, which the An- 
toninuses had given to similar fimmlations 	Alex- 
ander triumphed in the year of Christ '231, and 
Lampridius fixes it to the twenty-fifth of Septem-
ber. 

Alexander did not stay long at Rome :liter his Ft,nets,nt. 
triumph, but Imstened to march against the Ger- i"r tby7`' 

.n.C,ermans. mans, who had passed the Rhine, and made i 
cursions into every part of Gaul. 	It is proper to 	ii/7".V.Z:„,. 
observe, that the borders of this river were 110 prid. Al. 
longer defended as they had been in the beginning '• 
of the monarchy of the Cresars. 	Under Augustus, 
and down to the revolt of Vitellius against Galba, 
we know that the Romans maintained eight le- 
gions there. 	We cannot say exactly when they 
diminished this guard. But at the time we are now 
speaking of; they had thought proper to employ D;o. lib.  
their greatest strength' upon the Danube on one L V . p. Zi C4. 
side, and upon the Euphrates and the neighbour- 
ing countries on the other. 	They kept but three 
legions upon the Rhine, two in upper, and one in 
lower Germany : probably imagining that they 
had least to fear on that side : but the event shew• 
ed them their mistake. 

Alexander's departure for the German war,L,HFK,I.4 
was attended with the same expressions of tender- IL."' 
ness and regret on the part of the senate and peo-
ple, as they had shewn two years before, when he 
set out for the cast. 	lie was now attended by his 
mother, who never quitted him, and carried with 
him a great army, the country into which I e was 
going not being sufficiently provided with troops. 
In particular, he took care to procure the assiF-
tance of light horse, Mauritanians accustomed to 
throw darts and javelins, and Osrhoenian and Par-
thian deserters expert at shooting with the bow. 

Ile 

   
  



33€1 	 iiiS rola OF THE EMPERORS. 

lie knew the Germans had often successfully op-
posed the Roman legions, merely by the firmness 
with which they stood their ground : whereas they 
AN ere desolated and quite at a loss what to do when 
they were forced to engage enemies who flew 
about them, and attacked them from afar, without 
ever coming within reach of their blows. 

.Arriving 	When Alexander arrived in Gaul, the Germans, in Gaut' Le probably intimidated by the news of his approach, 0.1c...ut, 
topersoade had left that country. 	Equally ready fbr peace or 
the balia. war, the emperor, on one hand, built a bridge of rims to 
peace. 	boats over the Rhine, in order to pass into the 

enemy's country ; and on the other, lie sent am-
bassadors to the barbarians, to treat with them if 
they were inclined so to do. 	According to He- 
rodian, he offered to purchase peace of them, ra-
ther than expose himself to the hazards of war. 
That writer is no more to be credited in what he 
here imputes to Alexander, than he is when he 
reproaches him with having lost a great deal of 
precious time in idle amusements, giving himself 
up to pleasure, and particularly to driving of cha- 
riots. 	That Alexander cannot have lost any time 
is plain from this circamstacce, that he set out 
from Rome in the autumn and was killed before 
the beginning of the next spring : and as to the 
indecent exercise of driving chariots, that certainly 
never was the taste of this prince, always attentive 
to the laws ofdeccncy,evcn to a degree ofseverity. 

iai inch- 	Alexander passed the winter in the neighbour.. 
nutions of hood oldie Rhine, where he endeavoured to disci-his troop,.. 

011ie thelegionsof Gaul, long accustomed to licen- 
tiousness. 	These stubborn troops opposed the re- 
fbrmation which the emperor wanted to introduce 
among them, and even grew seditious. 	We may 
however suppose, that they would not have proved 
snore intractable than those of Syria, but,likethein, 
would have yielded at last, had they not been en-
couraged to rebel by an ambitious wretch, who, 

though 
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though he had been raised from the meanest sta- 
. tion in which a man could be, to the rank of a 
general officer, was not yet satisfied, but resolved 
'to invade the throne by the murder of his prince. 

Maximin, who killed Alexander, and made him- rin ?g 
self emperor in his stead, was born in a town of ca'1,-itTlin' 
Thrace bordering upon the barbarians, and was Max. 1-s 
himself a barbarian both by his father's and his7* 
mother's side; the former being a Goth, and the 
latter an Alan. ' He made no scruple of declaring 
his origin, when fortune first began to lavish her 
smiles upon him : but he endeavoured to conceal 
it, when it was no longer possible, after he had. 
attained the top-most height of grandeur. 	His 
first occupation was that of a herdsman, in which 
station he began early to exercise his courage 
against a gang of robbers who infested the country. 
He dispersed several of them, at the head of a 
troop ofpeasants and herdsmen like himself, whom 
he had collected together, and who acknowledged 
him for their chief: 	As his age increased, his size 
became enormous ; being, we are told, when a 
man, eight feet and an half high, and bulky in 
proportion. 	His strength was not less surprizing 
than his stature. 	He could move a waggon hea- 
vily laden, without any sort of assistance : a blow 
of his fist would break the leg or teeth of a horse; 
and he could crumble pumice stones into dust be-
tween his fingers, or split young trees, with only 
his hands. In short, he was compared for strength, 
to Milo the Crotonian, Hercules, and Antaus. 
Like them too he was a great cater and a great 
drinker. 	An amphora of wine, (which might con- 
tain about seven of our gallons) and forty pounds 
of meat, were his usual allowance. 	This extra- 
ordinary bulk of body was accompanied with that 
brutality which is its almost natural concomitant, 
especially in an uncultivated mind. 	He despised 
all mankind, and was harsh and haughty even io 
ferocity. 	But with all this, he had some good 

'I'm,. VIII. 	Z 	 qualities. 

   
  



n es 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

qualities. He was an excellent warrior, and is com-
mended fbr his love of justice ; though we must 
doubtless exetpt in his practice of this virtue, those 
cases which did not square with his own interest. 

A man like this was cut out for War : and ac-
tordingly he entered into the horse-service when 
very young, after having made himself known to 
Severus, who was then upon the throne, at certain 
games which that emperor gave to celebrate the 
birth-day of his son Geta. 	These were a kind of 
wrestlings, or trials of strength, in which the con-
querors were rewarded with bracelets, gorgets, 
and little belts of silver. 	Maximin, more barba- 
rian than Roman, scarcely knowing at all how to 
speak the Latin tongue, presented himself to the 
emperor, and, in very rough language, but with 
an air of assurance and even of audaciousness, de- 
sired to be admitted among the contenders. 	Se- 
verus was struck with the comeliness of his per-
son, his gigantic size, and the confidence that ap- 
peared in his looks and deportment. 	However, 
he would not suffer him to engage with any of the 
soldiers, fbr fear of vilifying the dignity of the 
military profession ; but appointed for his antago-
nists men of servile condition, of whom Maximin 
threw sixteen running without ever stopping to 
fetch breath. Thisastonishing exertion of strength 
was rewarded with prizes, but of less value than 
those that were given to the soldiers, among whom, 
however, the emperor immediately received him. 
Three daysafter, Severtis seeing him perfbrm some 
violent exercise, with vast impetuosity, and great 
awkwardness, after the manner of the barbarians, 
ordert41 his officer to teach him how to be more 
composed, to husband his strength, and to use it 
with art after the manner of the Romans. 	Maxi- 
min, observing that the emperor had taken notice 
of Hill, was greatly pleased, and went directly up 
to the pi-ince, who, willing to try whether his new 
soldi..2r could run as well as he could wrestle, pelt 

his 
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his horse'upon a full gallop, and rode about for 
some time. 	Maximin kept pace wi411 him all the 
while; until at length Severus, who was now 
grown old and infirm, finding himself fatigued, 
stopped. 	" Well ! young Thracian, said he to 

sc..15 

" Maximin, are you in a humour to wrestle after 
your race ?" Maximin accepted the offer, and se-
ven of the strongest soldiers that could be picked 
out engaging him one after another, he threw 
them all. 	Severus, charmed with his behaviour, 
gave him a gorget of gold, and ordered him to he 
enrolled among his guards. 	Such was the begin- 
Din.. of Maximin's fortune. 

Ire behaved remarkably well in this new station, 
performing regularly all the duties of his post, and. 
making his officers love, and his comrades admire 
him. 	He even obtained of the emperor whatever 
he asked for : though it was not until the reign of 

• 

Caracalla that he attained the rank of centurion. 
After Caracalla's death, detesting the murder.-

er of the son of Severus, he would not serve un-
der Macrinus, but retired to the town where he 
was born; near which he purchased sonic laud, 
and carried on a trade with the Goths and Alans, 
from whom he was descended. 

But this tranquil obscurity not suiting his tem-
per, as soon as he saw the empire given to Hello-
gabalus, who pretended to be Caracalla's son, he 
.went and offered him his service, begging him to 
show him the same countenance as his grandflt- 
titer Severus had (lone. 	This monster of impu- 
rity received Maximin with 	his usual lascivious 
speeches, at which the rough and haughty war-
rior was so incensed, that he would have returned 
back to his own country, had he not been pre-
vented by some who had a regard for Heliogaba. 
lus's reputation. 	They were afraid lest the dis- 
satisfaction of an officer who was greatly esteem-
ed by the troops, and whom they commonly call-
ed an Ajax or an Achilles, should hurt the prince  

‘2, 	 in 
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in their opinions. 	Maximin was prevailed on to 
stay, and he accepted of the post of tribune. 	But 
be never oneetid duty whilst Heliogabalus reign-. 
ed, nor ever went to pay his court to him ; con-
stantly alledging either sickness or business, in 
order to keep away. 

Alexander's promotion to the empire recalled 
Maximin to actual service in the army, and to 
court. 	The new emperor, ever studious to distin- 
guish merit, received him graciously. 	He even 
congratulated himself in fbll senate upon the im-
portant acquisition he had made of this brave offi-
cer, and gave him the command of a legion of 
new raised troops, accompanying his nomination 
with these most obliging words : " My dear Maxi-
" min, I have not given you veterans to govern, 
" because I fear you would find it next to impossi-
" ble to correct in them vices which have taken 
" too deep root under other commanders. 	It will 
" be easier for you to form new troops after the 
" model of your manners, your bravery, and your 
" assiduous attention to the duties of war. Instruct 
" them so as to procure me many Maximins." 

The emperor was not mistaken in his good opi- 
nion of him. 	Maximin disciplined his new legion 
with indefatigable care, making the soldiers go 
through their exercise every fifth day, and exa-
mining himself their swords, spears, cuirasses, 
helmets, shields, and, in short, all their armour, as 
well as their dress. 	His attention to their wants 
was truly paternal : but at the same time he in- 
sisted strictly on their doing their full duty. 	Some 
other tribunes, who thought case and indulgence 
one of the privileges annexed to their rank, won-
dered at his taking so much pains as lie did, when 
he was in so fair a way of rising to the highest 
posts in the army. 	" That, answered he, is not 
" my way of thinking. 	The higher I rise, the 
" mere pains I shall take." 	An expression truly 
laudable, if it was not dictated by ambition. 

He 
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He frequently exercised himself at wrestling 
with his soldiers, and, still as vigorous as in his 
younger days, he could throw five or six of them 
to the ground in a moment. 	One of the tribunes, 
a strong made man, and very bold, envying his 
fame, said to him one day : " A superior officer 
" gains no great honour by conquering his own 
" soldiers. 	Will you, answered Maximin, take a 
" trial with me." 	The other accepted the chal- 
lenge : they engaged ; and Maximin, with the first 
blow he gave him, directed at his breast, knocked 
him down. 	" I am ready for another, said he then 
coolly, but let him be a tribune." 

He never varied in any respect during the 
whole of Alexander's reign, but was as much the 
model of his soldiers as their commander, instruc-
ting them by his example even more than by his 
lessons and orders. 	The emperor, who esteemed 
him greatly, and did not in the least mistrust him, 
thought he did himself and the republic a service 
in giving him one of the first employments in the 
army he was then leading against the Germans, 
and in putting under his discipline the new troops, 
the greatest part of which came from Pannonia. 

For a soldier of fortune, originally a shepherd, Tie cabalf 
this was surely a very 	high advancement. 	But '2:1•1,i,".

.
'iti  Maximin did not.think so. 	His ambition extend- der.. 

cd to the throne of the Calsars, and he turned ;_li'''11;7- 
against his benefactor the power and grandeur top,;,.' 
which he had been raised. 	He began with gain-:;••597  
ing the elections of the soldiery : and as they had pi;:` 	4-  
long had an high opinion of him, he easily Ian- mar. 7. 
proved their esteem into love, by caresses, gitis, 
and honours which he bestowed upon them. 	He 
then proceeded slily,  to inspire them with con-
tempt for the youth of their emperor, who was but 
twenty-six years old, and governed, said he, by a 
woman. 	Ile spread among them a report, des-
titute indeed even of probability, but which, how-
ever, found belief; that Mamtva bad prevailed 

upon' 
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upon her son to give over all thoughts of the Ger-
man war, and to march his troops into Syria, her 
native country, where he; vanity would be much 
more flattered in displaying her grandeur. 	T to 
already long dur,,tion of Lhis 3 °Ling prnice's rei5z,n, 
vas likewise another argument which he made 

use of with the soldiery, who, having been always 
used to receive a largess upon the accession ni a 
new emperor to the throne, readily listened to it. 
Alexander had given them that largess : but thir-
teen years had since elapsed, and they had no-
thing farther to expect from him : on the con-
trary, the length of time it was probable he might 
live, po.;tponed their greedy hope. to a very dis-
tant period ; whereas a change of government 
would immediately procure them a plentiful har- 
vest. 	This vile view of interest soon got the bet- 
ter of their duty, their oaths, their allegiance, and 
the atttv.:Ipent which so amiable a prince as Alex- 
ander justly deserved. 	Upon so slender a thread 
did the life and fortune of a Roman emperor de- 

and ran,:s 
him to lid 

Fend. 
The event answered Maximin's wishes. IIe pro- 

'''''''.' 
crib,. •,,i_ 

cured the death of Alexander, and usurped his , throne. This is almost die whole sulo.4ance of v hat 
'H. N. we know with any certainty, concerning this a ro- 

ctou-k 	wicked afrair. 	Ilerodiau and IT.,:u»pridills 
dither in their accounts of it. 	According to the 
former, Maximin caused himself to be proclaimed 
Augustus whilst Alexander was yet alive, and sent 
soldiers to kill him, who found 	the onfortumite 
young emperor abandoned by all, ready to fall au 
easy victim. 	This way of relating the stocy doe; 
not seem probable to M. de Tillemout, who very 
justly thinks it was iwpossible that 	such a prince 
as Alexander should be attacked in thin midst of 
his army,and not timid people ready to defend him. 
It is easier to believe 	that. 	he was 	tairptized 	by 
:v,sassins sent privately to murder him ; 	and this 
-s also the orit:ien of Lan pridtt.t. 

Alexande- 
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Alexander was at a town called Sicila, near 
Mentz, with only a few troops about him, waiting 
until the season •should permit him to open the 
campaign. 	After dining temperately, as he al- 
ways did, he was taking an afternoon's nap, and 
most of his guards were likewise asleep, when as-
sassins, posted by Maximin, seized that moment 
of neglect, easily fbrced their way into the empe-
ror's ill guarded tent, fell upon him, and killed 
him, accompanying their horrid crime with out-
rageous invectives against the youth of the prince, 
and the avarice of his mother. 	Main= was also 
killed by the same murderers. 	This melancholy 
and shocking event happened, according to N. 
de Tillemont, on the nineteenth of March, in the 
year of Christ two hundred and thirty-live. Alex-
ander was but twenty-six years and sonic months 
old when he perished, and had reigned full thir-
teen years. 

I-le had always looked upon death with great 
indifference, nay even with contempt ; as a proof 
of which Lampridius instances his inflexible firm-
ness in the midst of repeated seditious of the 
troops : and, which is more, according to that 
historian, 	Alexander himself, one day, shelved 
plainly his sentiments on this subject in a man-
ner truly heroical ; when an astroloL;er, whom he 
had the weakness to consult, foretelling him that 
he would perish by the sword of a barbarian, the 
young prince, instead of being alarmed at the 
prediction, received it with joy., thinking it meant 
that he should be killed in battle. 	Ile observed, 
that few great and illustrious men had died a na-
tural death, and mentioned on that occasion Ca'-
sar, Pompey, Demosthenes. Cicero, and Alexan-
der the Cireat, whom he doubtless supposed to 
have been poisoned : and comparing with those 
tdolent ends, attended with no glory,that which he 
promised himselrby fallingin battle,he thought his 
fate, says Lamp idius, such as the gods might envy. 

If 
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If these facts are true, (and I see no reason why 
they should be doubted) we cannot easily give 
credit to Herodian, who writes, that Alexander, 
trembling and ready to faint at the sight of the 
assassins, threw himself into his mother's arms, as 
if to seek for an asylum there, and reproached her 
bitterly with being the cause of his misfortune. 
A behaviour not only mean and dastardly, but 
contrary to that filial respect which he is said to 
have carried even too far. 

Alexander Alexander's untimely death occasioned an uni- 
i3 

univer-  enilv re-
greit,:d, 
ixuaPrid• 

versal grief: 	The troops that were not concerned 
in the plot, not excepting even those which had 
felt his severity, and particularly the legion he had At. 63. broken in Syria, and restored again after many 
intercessions,shewed their resentment by a speedy 
vengeance, in immediately killing the murdererS 
of their prince. 	At Rome and in the provinces, 
-where the mildness and equity of his government 
had rendered him infinitely dear to every one, 
his death was bitterly lamented. 	He was deified. 
A stately monument was erected to him in Gaul; 
and his body was carried to Rome, where it re-
ceived the greatest honours, and was inclosed in 
a magnificent tomb. 	Religious worship and fes- 
tivals were instituted to him and his mother, 
which were still observed at the time when Lam-
pridius wrote.  

preadful The disorders A ;11 i Ch MOW( d Alexander's death a''""'" 
., 	, ,A- were such as could riot but make him be infinitelywhit  

Iowcd his regretted. 	From this foal period down to Diode- 
death. sian, 	being an interval 	of fifty years, historians 

reckon oipwards of fifty Roman 	emperors, or 
princes who assumed that title. 	They did not in- 
deed all succeed one allot her. Their reigns are in. 
termixed, and the empire is dismembered into al-
most as many districts as it contained provinces. 
Civil wars multiplied without end, and perpetual-
ly breaking out anew, inva',ions of harim dans to 
li hum 	intestine 	discos 1-.; laid 	every place Open, 

• emperors 
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.emperors tumultuously' set up by the armies, de-
throned, and massacred after a pageant govern-
ment of as short duration as its bounds were of-
ten narrow ; such is the desolation to which the 
greatest and finest empire in the universe was re-
duced, through the licentiousness of the soldiery, 
the ambition of those who commanded, and the 
want of fixed maxims to establish the authority 
of the state and the succession to the throne. Of 
this we shall see the first fruits in the history of 
the reign of Maximin, to which I shall proceed 
after mentioning a few circumstances not yet 
taken notice of in that of Alexander. 

I observed before, that he favoured the Christians, iI:oworreardhe 
and honoured Jesus Christ in his domestic chapel. the Chris. 
rt is added, that he intended to build a public tern- L.i  tians•mp  . ro. 
pie to him: but this is f'ar from being proved. 	On .1/. 22.29, 
time contrary, it seems as if, how much soever 1103' 47* 
might esteem the moral precepts of Christianity, 
he by no means approved of its religious worship : 
and this he shewed even upon an occasion in which 
be protected it. TheChristians being molested by 
the vintners of Rome on account of a building 
where they used toassemble, the cm perord etempin-
ed the dispute in favour of the fbriner, by saying, 
thot tho building in question had betterbe used for 
the woi:.hip of the Divinity in any manner whate-
ver,thpn to be made a tavern. Thus Alexander:lov-
ing vii time, esteemed it in the Christians : but he 
must not be said to have favoured them any farther. 

II the building 1 have been speaking of was a Tilton. 
church belonging to the Christians, which mayi,P/77,,,;,1: 
naturally enough be supposed, this is the OldeSt oil G. 
testimony we have or any edifice publicly conse-
crated to the worship of our holy religion, and 
known to be such by the Pagans. 

The civil law had flourished greatly under the The civil 
preceding emperors, and especially since the time to tateL 
of Seven's, who was himself a good civilian. The Aludysti. 
illustrious Papinianus, the friend and relation of 	

the
tile htst 
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Severus, formed a great number of disciples, the 
most celebrated of which are Ulpian, of whom 
I have already spoken pretty fully, and Paul, who 
succeeded Ulpian in the dignity of prmtorian prve- 
fect. 	Modestinus, a disciple of Ulpian, flourish- 
ed under Alexander, and lived until the reign of 
Gordian. 	He is called the last oracle of the civil 
law, because he closes the succession of those 
learned civilians, whose decisions have acquired 
the authority of laws, and compose the finest part 
of the Roman code. 	So that, with Alexander 
perished, or at least drooped greatly, the civil 
law, which alone, of all the polite studies, had 
survived the ruin of the rest, extinguished long 
before. 	Laws and arms agree but ill together : 

. where force does all, the authority of the wise is 
of no avail. 

No writer When I say, that the other branches of human 
'7 '''''' gu:dwd 

nwrit. 
knowledge were extinguished, I do not mean that , tnere were not writers ofseveral kinds in the times 
I am speaking of. 	I have already named some of 
them, but not one who excelled : they all wanted 
taste : 	and those I am still to mention under 
Alexander, have the same effect. 

N slits Marius Maximus, a man of distinction, twice 
',1-1;:::'/1;.1 consul and przefect of Rome, composed a history 
Lal. of the emperors, which we find quoted by the 

writers of the Byzantine history. 	Their quota- 
tions, which began at Trojan and end at Alex-
ander, give us room to think that Marius Maxi-
mus lived under this last empei or, and no longer. 
What they siy of him does,not make us conceive 
any high opinion cf his genius ; and Vopiscus, 
who was one of them, calls him 	flatly 	a ver- 
hose writer, 	who 	blended 	fabulous 	accounts 
with real history. 	His 	being 	so much 'relish- 
ed, as Ammianus Marcellinus relates, by those 
who, despising and detesting all learning, read 
only Juvenal and Marius Ataximus, induces us 
to 	think 	that his works were 	full of obsceni- 

ties, 
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ties, and that this was his lip rit with the revilers 
of the iruiv go )11 aryl beautiful. 

Pion Cassius n., a wriiei 	of very different im-Dion  ca„. 
portance, and we arc 100 much obliged to him tosius- 
like to find fault with his works. 	We owe to him 
the 11106t 1 egular and 	best 	connected historical 
accounts 61-* ,tny me have from the time that Taci-
tn.; fails us :ant] it would he unjust to compare 
hii» te lny (01'  till' iniricate and 	contused 	writcl. 
0! the Byzantine history. 	But still he is far from 
equalling the great historians. 

He was a native of Nicipa in Bithynia, the son of,72mi.f* 
Apronianus, \rho was at different times governor 25. 
of Cilicia and Dalmatia. He went to Rome under 
the reign of Com modus, and distinguished himself 
there at the bar. 	After passing through all the 
inferior dignities, he attained the consulship, pro- 
bably under Severus. 	Alexander made him con- 
sul a second time, with himself, as we observed 
before. 	In the interval, between his consulships, 
lie was several times governor of provinces : con-
sequently the rank he held, and the offices he 
bore, must have qualified him to write the history 
of his own times, if he had had the talents nec'‘s-
sary for such an undertaking ; that is to say, pru-
dence to guide and guard him from prejudice, 
sound criticism to discuss facts justly, and eleva-
tion of mint] to form a right judgment of them. 
But it must be owned that these qualities shine 
Ftlle in lion. He was one of those easy geniuses, 
N‘ I 	) ale tit to write 	a great 	deal, because they 
have no i: ( a of what is fine and excellent, which 
alv.a vs costs much time and labour. 

I, c may judge of his turn of mind, from what ii.):,- LP hims,  ll :Ai vs of the mot ives which determined him Lx.vg. 
to ' 	i it e Ilis101.V. 	HP Ii td composed a treatise one. 22s. 
lb,  di el ins anti presages by which the empire 11;1d 
be( n uriim:•«1 to `:( vc rus, and sent this 	mixture 
9f flattery and superstition to Sevaus himself, who 

IN :is 
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was highly pleased with it, and returned the author 
thanks by a long and polite letter. Dion received 
this letter in the evening, and the next night he 
dreamt that he saw a, divinity or genius, which 
ordered him to write history. 	He obeyed, and 
made his first trial on the reign of Commodus, in 
which he related what he himself had seen. 	En- 
couraged by the success of this first fruit of his 
historical labour, which was well received, he re-
solved to write a complete body of the Roman his-
tory, from the landing of lEneas in Italy, down to 
his own time. He spent ten years in collecting ma-
terials for this great work, and twelve in compos-
ing it : a space not too long, considering the many 
avocations he was liable to from the nature of his 
employments. 	When he had leisure, he retired 

• into Campania, there to pursue his studies undis-
turbed by the noise and business of the city. He 
brought his work down to the eighth year of the 
reign of Alexander, in which he was consul with 
that prince, whose leave he afterwards obtained 
to end his days quietly in his own country. 

His work was divided into eighty books : but 
the first thirty-lbw., and part of the thirty-fifth, 
are lost. What we have remaining begins with the 
sequel of Luctillus's victory over• Mithridates and 
Tigranes. Of the next twenty-five which we have, 
time six last, from the fifty-fifth, which begins with 
the death of Drusus, son-in-law to Augustus, to 
the six tiet 1), which ends with the reign of Claudius, 
are visibly abridgments, but in regular order, so 
as to limn a connected narrative. 	The twenty 
last books have perished, except what has been 
preserved by X iphilinus, nephew of the patriz•reh 
of Constantinople of the same name, who lived in 
the eleventh century, and made a pretty good 
abridgment of Dion Cassius, divided into reigns 
from Pompey to Alexander Seven's. 	We have 
likewise some ectracts, all detached pieces, pub- 

lished 
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lished at different times by Fulvius Ursinus and-foumqd, 
Henricus Valensis. 	We were promised, a few is..?_:,r4'"' 
years ago, the first twenty-one books of Dion-fa. 1751. 
Cassius's history, lately discovered, restored, and 
properly arranged. But this pretended discovery, 
published at Naples in 1747, when thoroughly 
examined into, proved only a compilation of the 
four first lives of the illustrious Romans by Plu- 
tarch, with an extract from Zonaras. 	However, 
it is not the beginning of Dion's work that we 
ought to be most desirous of having. We are rich 
enough in regard to the first times of Rome. Bat 
if any one could be so happy as to recover the 
last books of this historian, especially those after 
the reign of Vespasian, he would fill up a great 
chasm, and do an essential service to the repub-
lic of letters.. 

Dion Cassius hasbeen justly charged withwrong-
ing some of the best men of antiquity, Cicero, 
Brutus, and Seneca. 	Credulous and superstitious 
to a vast degree, he has filled his work with pro- 
digies. 	But this fault is more excusable in him 
than in his abbreviator, who was a Christian, and 
who has not copied him more faithfully in any one 
thing, than in these puerilities. 	The maxims 
which he has interspersed in his work arc in gene-
ral, solid, sensible, and judicious; though they 
have not the sublimity and strength of those of 
the great writers. 	He spews himself an honest 
man ; so far at least as he could without hazard- 
ing too much. 	His stile is easy, and his narra- 
tion clear. 	Upon the whole, he is a very valua- 
ble historian : and if Photius has done him too 
much honour in comparing him to Thueydides, 
it would be unjust torefUse him the glory of hav-
ing been the best writer of his age. 

M. de Tillemont gives us the names of other.b1. 
authors who lived under Alexander's reign : but 

26. 

I do not transcribe them, because they eau inte-
rest none but professed Litterati. 

Alexander 
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Alexia). 
der's mar- Alexander was Married; as is pretended, morp 
riages, than once. 	But all that is said upon this subject, 
/-""u'r;d• 41. 20. seems to me extremely dark and doubtful, ex-

cepOLampridies's account of his being married 
to one &Natalia, the daughter of Sulpictus a man 
of consular rank; and granddaughter of COotles. 
I have already spoken of the storms which dis- 
turbed Alexander's domestic tranquillity. 	He 
himselfgave•no room for them by any part of his 
.conduct. He was a lover of chastity, and history 

• does not reproach him with the least.irregularity. 
We do not find that he ever-had any children. 

His sister • • He had• a sister named Theoclwa whole he 
T hei'cltea• evil. Max. a 

thought of marrying to the son of daximie, by 
Whom he was killed. 	What prevented his mak- 
ing this match was, that he .feared the young 
princes, educated in all the politeness of the 
Greeks, would not be able to bear the rustic man- 
ners of 	intended father-in-law. 

PRINCIPAL 
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BOOK XXV. 

A: 
A. 

R. 
C. 

95r. 
23.5. 

• 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 
OF THE REIGNS OF 

"MAXIMIN*, 
THE TWO GORDIANS, • 

AND 

MAXIMUS AND BALBINUS. 

	 SEVERUS. 
	 QUINTIANDS. 

• MAXIMIN elected emperor by the army, de- 
, mands and obtains the senate's confirmation. 

He makes his son Cesar. 
He removes all those who had been Alexander's 

friends, and exercises great cruelties against the 
servants of that prince, among whom were many 
Christians. 

He persecutes Christianity. 	Churches pulled 
down. 	First clear and express mention of the 
churches of the Christians.  
• The conspiracy of Magnus, ei ther real or feigned. 
Pour thousand persons putt° death on this occasion. 

Conspiracy of the Osrhoenians. 	T. Quartinus 
emperor for six clays. 	His death stops an intend- 
ed revolt. 

Maximin passes the Rhine, fights the Germans 
several times, and is always victorious. 

C. Aldus 
* I put these three reigns together, because they are blend-

ed with one another. 
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A. R. 957. C. JULIUS VERUS MAXIMINUS AUGUSTUS. 
A. C. 239. 	 AFRICANUS. 	• 

• 

Exploits of Maximin towards the Danube. 
He spends the winter at Sirmiurn, and from 

thence, as from a center, extends his cruelties and 
rapines over all the provinces of the empire. 

Universal hatred and detestation of him. He is 
looked upon as a naiads, a Busiris, a Cyclops. 

A. R. 955. 	 PERPETUUS. 
A. C. 237. . . . 	 CORNELIANUS. 

Towards the middle of May Africa revolts, and, 
names for emperors the two Gordians, father and 
son, the former of whom was proconsul of that pro- 
vince, and other the lieutenant-general under his 
father. 

They are acknowledged by the senate, and the 
Maximins are declared public enemies. 	Almost 
all the empire agrees to the decree of the senate. 

Maximin's rage. 	Even his army, shocked at 
his cruelties, seconds him but coolly. 

Capelian, governor of Numidia, whom Gordian 
wanted to turn out of his place, marches against 
Carthage with an army. 	Battle, in which the 
younger Gordian is killed. 	The father strangles 
himsef. 	This catastrophe of the Gordians must 
have happened towards the end of June, or very 
early in July. 

On the ninth of July the senate elects for empe- 
rors in their stead, Maximus and Balbinus, who, 
forced by the people, associate to their power 
Gordian III. with the title of Caesar. 	Gordian 
HI. then a child only twelve years old, was the 
son, or more probably the nephew of the younger 
Gordian. 

Great preparations made, and prudent measures 
taken by the emperors and the senate to prevent 

Maximin's 
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Maximin's entering Italy. 	Maximus sets out for 
the war, and repairs to Ravenna. 

Dreadlid sedition in Rome between the people 
and the prattorians. Fights. Great part of the city 
is burnt down. 

A NNI US PIUS or ULP IUS. A. 
A. C. 

9S9. 
2:;t1. 

	 PON TIANUS. 

Maximin marches with his army. 	Aquileia 
shuts its gates against him. 	Siege of that place, 
Which makes a vigorous defence. 

Maximin and his son are killed by their own 
soldiers, towards the end of March. 

Their death restores peace. Maximus removes 
from Ravenna to Aquileia. 	He separates Maxi- 
min's army, and sends the troops back to their 
respective provinces. 	Returns triumphant to 
Rotne. 

Prudent government of the two emperors. 
Secret jealousy between them. 
They are massacred by the prxtorians about 

the fifteenth of July. 

MAXIMIN. 
SECT. I. 

Vaainiiii is proclaimed emperor by the wln ,le arinj. 
Is acknowledged by the senate. 	Givr.s his son the 
title of Gesar. 	Hates all that are eminent in the 
state. 	Removes from about him all who had been 
Alexander's friends. 	His cruelty manfji•.' ted on 
account of a compiraey which he, pretended had 
been carried on against him. 	Conspiracy ql* the 
Osrhoenians. 	They proclaim T. Quartinus, em- 
peror, who is killed at the end of six days. 	Maxi- 

V01.. VUli 	A a 	 nth 
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tnin carries the war into Germany, and signalizes 
his valour Mere. He boasts greatly of his exploits. 
Behaves with the most odious tyranny towards the 
!zreat men of the state and the people. 	Revolt in 
Africa. 	The intendant is killed. 	'The authors of 
his death resolve to make Gordian emperor. 	Who 
Gordian was. 	Character of his son, who was also 
his lieutenant-general. 	They are both proclaimed 
and acknowledged emperors in Africa. 	They arc 
likewise acknowledged al Rome, and the ltIavimins 
are declared public enclitics. 

Maximin 
isproclaim- AXIMIN easily reaped the fruit of his  
ed emperor 
by the while. 

crime, which remained concealed for a  
It was not known that he had been the 

whole ar- 	author of Alexander's death. 	For this reason not Iny. 
h '1,,d• 1. 	only the new raised levies which he commanded, LI. 	and which held him in high esteem, proclaimed 

him Augustus; but soon after the other troops, 
influenced by example, forced to chose them- 
selves a chief at the opening of a campaign which 
might be dangerous, and not being checked by 
the horror of a crime whose circumstances they 
were strangers to, joined their suffrages, to those 
of their companions, and •Maximin was acknow- 
ledged and saluted emperor by the whole army. 

lie afkcted at first to respect the memory of 
Alexander, to whom, as I said belbre, a mauso- 
leum was erected in Gaul, and whose ashes re- 
cei% ed the greatest honours at Rome, whither 

Is "0"v1-  they were carried. 	Maximin likewise wrote to 
ludged I y 	 - 
Ow t.enat e. t he senate, desiring that chief body of the repub- 
Aurel. 141.11C 	to confirm the election of the soldiers in his 

favour ; which was granted, because the fear of 
his arms, and the impossibility of making another 
choice, left no room to refuse his demand. 

Civeg his 	Be had a son,  who was then about eighteen •  sim the 	. 	. 	of ears 	age, the handsomest youth in the whole rtie .or 	y 
(;roar. 	empire, polite 	in 	his 	behaviour, 	master of the 

Greek and Latin languages, and already advan- 
ced 
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ced in the road of fortune and grandeur, since 
Alexander thought of giving him his sister in 
marriage, and, that match having been laid aside, 
probably because it did not please Manua, he 
was to make another, almost as brilliant, with !turd. Viet. 
Junia Padilla, the great-grand-daughter of An- 
toninus. 	His father was no sooner emperor than 
he advanced him to the nearest rank to the su-
preme power, ,by giving him the titles of Cmsar 
and prince of the youth. 

Brutal ferocity was the natural character ofllates all 
Maximin, as we have already seen : and this vice t,..taZi,.ct i„ 
was heightened in him by a consciousness of the the state. 

hri7crldi (Ca- meanness of his own birth, which made him con- 
elude that others despised him. 	Hating, for thisp;s.masi.. 
reason, all that were eminent' in the state, he 191.„,„,„ 
soon discovered his odious way of thinking. Therm„ about 
respect which he pretended outwardly for theM baellè .̀ " 
memory of Alexander, (lid not prevent his re-AieNan- 
moving f'rom the cotwt and the army, all 	thqieirensds:  
friends of that young and amiable prince, and all 
those who had been of his council. 	He sent 
some of them back to Rome, and dispersed the 
rest in different countries, under pretence of em- 
ployments to which he appointed them.. 	These 
respectable men gave him umbrage. 	lie wanted 
to be the only one that made a figure; and, freed 
from all those attentions which birth and merit 
necessarily command, to make his camp a citadel 
of tyranny, from whence he might spread terror 
all around him, without restraint. 	The officers 
who composed Alexander's household were still 
less spared, being treated even more rigorously than 
his friends. 	Maximin, who made no doubt but 
that they detested him, as the murderer of their 
master, returned them hatred for hatred; and not 
only broke them all, but put several of them to 
float h. Among- these officers of Alexander's palace 
:,vere numburs of Christian, of whom Maximin'sEn,eb-r4. 
li,t-ed ,v , i,  not confined to their persons, but ex- pLycci. VI' 

9 	 tetttled 
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tended also to their religion, which he persecut- 
ed violently. 	This persecution is reckoned the 
sixth. 	I shall take farther notice of it elsewhere. 

Ills cruel- 	A conspiracy, which either really was, or which ty mani- 
fisted, on he pretended to be carrying on against him, fur- 
aLnunt of nished him an opportunity of displaying all his 
a conspi- 
racy Which cruelty. 	Magnus, a man of consular distinction, 
he pretend-and of illustrious birth, was charged with having 
et1 was car 
ried  ,,,, n _ corrupted the fidelity of several soldiers and cen- 
plinAhim.turions. who were to kill Maximin, and he was to 

'' " 	 ni Ike himself emperor. The following was said to rrir. mu, . 	' 
10. 	be the plan by which he hoped to accomplish his 

de,,ign. 	 . 
Maximin, preparing to attack the Germans in 

their own country, had thrown a bridge over the 
Rhine. 	He loved war by inclination ; and now 
thought it of high importance to him, to confirm 
by victories the great reputation. he had gained 
in arms, and to which he owed the empire. 	He 
reproached Alexander, though unjustly, with hav-
ing behaved poorly against the barbarians : and 
this was a fresh incitement to him to act with vi- 
vacity and vigour. 	Full of his approaching ex- 
pedition, he exercised his troops incessantly, was 
himself continually under arms, and animated his 
soldiers by his speeches and example ; behaving, 
now that he was emperor, just as he had done 
V hen centurion and tribuile. 

This perpetual hurry, which engrossed the at-,  
tcntion of every one, seemed, we are told, to the 
conspirators a favourable juncture. 	Those who 
guarded the bridge•were bribed, and had agreed 
to break it down as soon as Maximin should have 
passed over it, to cut off his communication with 
his army. 	By this means Maximin would have 
been 	left to the mercy of the conspirators, who 
were to pass over with him, in an enemy's cowl-
ti y. 

Whether this scheme was real or fictitious, is 
more than we can pretend to say with any certainty, 

1-2ecatie 
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because no regular inquiries were made, no person 
was examined, nor was any one tried according to 
the laws, on this occasion. 	Maximin said the fact 
was so : and in consequence of this determination 
he left no cruelty unpractised 	upon 	those he 
thought proper to deem suspicious persons. 	Up- 	cara• 5. 
wards of fbur thousand persons are said to have 
been put to death in consequence of this affair, 
by every kind of torture that the tyrant could in- 
vent. 	Some *ere crucified ; others were sewed 
up in the bellies of beasts killed for that purpose; 
several were exposed to wild beasts, and many 
were beaten to death ; and all this without the 
least distinction of rank or age. The nobles were 
those he hated most. 	lie would not sutler one 
of them to be about him, but exterminated them 
all ; resolving to reign like Spartacus, who ruled 
over none but slaves. 

After he had once given a loose to his cruelty, 
he no longer set any .pounds to it. Always full of 
the idea, that the meanness of his origin exposed 
him to contempt, he endeavoured to remove the 
proofs of this reproach, by killing those who had 
any particular knowledge of his family or birth. 
He did not spare even friends, who, out of pity, 
had relieved him in his wants, the remembrance 
of which now galled his abominable soul. 

It: was with reason then that he was universally 
hated, that people sought among the monsters of 
fabulous antiquity for names that suited him, that 
lie was called Cyclops, Busiris, Phalaris. He could 
not be ignorant of the horror which every one had 
of him : but he did not regard it ; laying clown 
as the rule of his conduct this horrid maxim, That 
a prince cannot preserve his power but by cruelty. 
Blinded by a brutal confidence in his strength, he 
seemed to think himself made only to kill other, 
and that no one could ever be able to kill him. 

The contrary to this was however told him to 
his face, at a play, in a language Nvhich he did not- 

under- 
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. understand. 	One of the actors repeated some 
Greek verses the meaning of which is : " * He 
" that cannot be killed by one man, may be kill- 
" cd by many. 	The elephant is very big, but 
" yet men kill him. 	The lion and the tyger are 
" strong and bold, but yet they arc killed. 	Fear 
" many, ifyou do not fear any single one." Maxi-
min, who did not understand Greek, but saw by 
the ,behaviour of the assembly that something un-
common had been said, asked those who sat next 
him what the actor had been saying. 	He was 
told something quite different from the truth, and 
was satisfied with the answer. 

Conspiracy 
of the Os-
rhoinians. 

Before he passed the Rhine, he was in real 
danger from a conspiracy, of the truth of which 

They pro- 
claim T. 
Quartinus 
ernpvnir. 

history makes no sort of doubt. 	It was occasion- 
ed by, not the ambition of any single. person, but 
the discontent of a whole body of men. The Os- 

Who is kill- 
cd at  rho:, nians whom Alexander brought into Gaul 
cnd of six had always been extremely attached to him ; and 
clays• 
Iferod. 4- the mystery of tile murder of that prince, which 
4-vie—liar. could not be long concealed, beginning now to 

4. 7."." .1).11. Tr. be di,eovc red, they conceived 	a most violent 
Tyr- 32. hatred against Maxitnin. To satisfy their revenge, 

they looked out for a chief, and cast their eyes 
ni en T. Quartinus, a min of consular dignity, a 
friend of Alexander's, and whom Maximin had 
for that reason ordered to resign his office. 	This 
wi,.e and modest senator endeavoured to dissuade 
them fi•om their design, and refused their offers : 
but they, by main force, invested him with the 
purple and the other ensigns of the imperial dig- 

nity : 

4  Ciipitolinus gives us the following Latin translation or 
these Greek verses. 

Et qui ab uno non potest occidi, f multis occiditur. 
Elephas grandii est, & occiditur. 
Leo fortis est, & occiditur. 
Tigris fortis emt, & occiditur. 
cave multes, si singulos non thneo. 
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pity : fatal ornaments, productive of no other er-
feet, than the speedy death of him who was emu. 
pelled to wear them. 	For, at the end of ,ix days, 
a perfidious friend, who had used every persuasion 
to prevail upon him to consent to the desire of the 
soldiery, attacked him whilst he slept, and killed 
hint. 	This traitor, whose name was Macedonius, 
expected great rewards from Maximin, to whom 
he carried Quartinus's head. 	:Nlaximin was high- 
ly pleased at being delivered from an enemy : 
but reflecting, that Macedonius had been guilty 
towards him in exciting and fomenting the rebel-
lion of the Osrhonians, and judging also that he 
himself could never safely trust a man who had 
violated the most sacred laws with regard to his 
friend ; instead of paying him for his sorvice, he 
justly ordered him to be punished for his crime, 
and by his death revenged that of Quartinus. 
This unfortunate emperor of six days was married 
to a Calpurnia, of theAlustrious blood of the Pi-
sos, whose name history has recorded with praise: 
Her austere virtue is particularly recommended. 
After she had lost Quartinus, she never would 
marry again ; and the whole tenor of her conduct 
was invariably such, that she was respected dur-
ing her life, and revered after her death. Living, 
she was ranked among the priestesses; and when 
dead, a statue was erected to her in the temple 
of Venus, where it shared divine honours and 
worship with that of the, goddess. 

The domestic dangers to which Maximin was 1.11!Chnilk 
exposed, 	and 	the 	cruel precautions lie took tbr;;.`„rr";;;,,t,h" 
his safety, 	could not but retard• the opening oto.rman3. 
the campaign, great as his ardour was to com-°11'1  
mence the war. 	However, these delays were not vahnir 
long ; lbr within a few mouths after his elevation tihi,7-,,I,s, 
to the empire, he passed the Rhine, and entered Cupit.,lhar. 
Germany. 	Ills army was numerous and well ap- 11. & 14 
Pointed. 	Alexander had raised very great ibrces, 
and Maximin augmented them, 

The 
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The Germans were not in a condition to keep 
the field against so formidable an invasion. They 
abandoned all the open country, and retired to 
their forests and behind their marshes, which af-
forded them a natural defence. Maximin ravaged 
the country thus abandoned, giving his soldiers 
the plunder, which consisted in little else than 
cattle. 	Ile burnt the towns and villages, the 
houses of which were only of wood, the German's 
not being used to build with stone or brick. 

At length he came up with theenemy, whom 
he engaged several times, and always with success, 
notwithstanding the disadvantages under which 
he fought. 	The trees of the forests where these 
engagements happened, often interrupted the 
darts of the Romans, and rendered them useless. 
Often too they met with bogs and marshes, which 
they were obliged to cross over without knowing 
them : whereas the Germans were perfectly ac-
quainted with every spot they trod on, as well as 
with all the passes through their woods ; and be-
sides this, accustomed as they were to swim, from 
their infancy, they were not at a loss when they 
came to waters too deep to be fbrded. 	History 
takes particular notice of a very sharp action in 
which Maxintin ".., acting the part of a common 
soldier, rather than that of a commander in chief, 
and thinking, like a barkarian, that personal bra-
very was the first and greatest quality of a gene-
ral, eNpoNed himself t1 imminent danger, without 
the least care or caution. 

The U ..riyans were defeated near a marsh, into 
which they threw themselves to avoid their con- 
querors. 	The Romans seemed afraid to follow 
tl em : upon which )Iaximin plunged in, the first 
of any, thongh his horse was more than up to the 
'belly in Iva, cr, and killed with his own hand some 
of the barbarians, who laced about, in order to 

oppose 
1 i labcbat hoe barbarica temeritatiF, ut putaret imperatorem 

r. ,mu ctiam 511a smiler uti debere. 	Capit, Naxim, 1.2. 
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oppose him. 	His soldiers, ashamed to abandon 	. 
their emperor who set them an example of such 
determined courage, followed him ; and the ene-
mies, finding themselves thus pursued, rallied, and 
began a new battle in the midst of the waters. 
The fight was long and obstinate : the Romans 
lost a great number of men, but at length were 
again victorious, and almost the whole of the Ger- 
man army perished. 	The fens were filled with 
dead bodies, and the waters tinged with blood. 

Maximia prided himself greatly upon this vic- 
tory. 	He not only sent an account of it to Rome, 
but ordered a representation of it to be painted 
and hung up in the most conspicuous part of the 
senate-house, that it might strike the eyes of the 
senators, who, he well knew, did not love him. 
His order was executed : but the picture did not 
remain long in that place, being taken down and 
destroyed with the other monuments erected in 
honour of Maximin, when the senate began to 
wage war against him. 

He fought several other battles with the Ger- Diner, 
mans, in which he always distinguished himself-lrarim- 
by his valour. 	This war seems to have busied' t""t I  
him during the year of Christ 235, and the follow. 
ing. 	Ile took, in consequence thereof, the title 
of Germanicus, as did also his son. 	He must 
likewise have gained some advantages over the 
Sarmatians and llacians, since we find him deco-
rated with the surnames of Sarniatictis and Daci- 
ens, upon his medals. 	His plan was to subdue 
all those barbarous nations, and to extend the do-
minion of the Romans as tar as the North Sea. 

Iie vaunted these exploits highly, writillp' to the w boasts 
senate concerning them in 	the fbllowing terms :1,!./.,e

itty of 
ii 

" We have done, Conscript Fathers, more than «e. rloits. 
" can say. 	We have ravaged an extent or country !:13."' "t 
" of folk' hundred miles, burning the toms and' 
" villages, carrying oir the cattle, taking numbers 
" or pri,•oners, and rotting to pieces all that re- 

sisted 
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• " sisted us. 	We have conquered the enemy, not- 
" withstanding a thousand obstacles : and if we 
" had not been stopped by impassable marshes, 
" we should have pursued them into their forests, 
" to which they fled for shelter." And in another 
letter, directed likewise to the senate, he carried 
his rhodomontade still farther. 	" Conscript Fa- 
" tilers," said he, " I, in a very short time, have 
" waged more wars, and fought more battles, than 
" any one of the ancients. 	The booty which I 
" have brought into the Roman territories, has 
" surpassed our hopes. 	We want room to lodge 
" our prisoners." 

He be. But even if Maximin's victories over the barba- 
haves with 

ae mis ty- 
most 

i 
randy to- 
wards the 
great men 

rians had been as great as the terms in which 
lie spoke of them were pompous, they could not 
have comforted the Romans for the evils his ty- 
canny made them suffer. 	After the campaign of ,f the state 

and the 
.. — Lue year 236, he spent the winter at Sirmium in 

people. Pannonia, devising perpetual rapines and extor- 
grrod. , rap  it. 33. tions accompanied with the greatest cruelties. 0  

He not only gave full liberty to all informers, but 
even encouraged them to harass and torment the 
people by odious accusations. 	The most notori- 
ous falsities were immediately listened to. 	Affairs 
which had been buried in oblivion upwards of an 
hundred years, were now revived, under pretence 
of maintaining the rights of the exchequer. 	Who- 
ever was tried, was sure to be condemned : happy, 
if he came off with only the forfeiture of his estate. 
These acts of injustice were repeated daily, and 
nothing was more common than to see men who 
were rich the evening before, reduced the next day 
to absolute mendicity. 	Age and dignities were so 
far _from being safeguards to any one, that the 
great men of the state were the very persons 
against whom 	Maxiinin was most embittered. 
Generals of armies, governors of provinces, after 
having been consuls, and decorated with the orna-
nymts of triumph, were seized and cal-lied ofr in a 

moment 
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moment upon the 31:ghtest pretext,shut up in close 
carriages, like prisoners of state, .without even a 
servant to attend them, and hurried away, day 
an 1 night, from ;he 	extremities of the east, the 
west, and the sough, into Pannonia, where, after 
suffering every kind of outrage and indignity, 
they were at last put to death, or banished. 

this cruel treatment of particular persons drew 
upon Maxiiuin particular enmities. 	The common 
people, generally indifferent with regard to the 
rich and great, and often envious of their rank 
and wealth, were less concerned at the misfortunes 
-which held them. 	Vut Maximin's rapacious 
greed iness, which nothing could satisfy, soon made 
cities and whole nations joi❑  their resentments to 
those of the injured individuals. 	He seized upon 
the public funds belonging to the cities, destined 
either to purchase their stores of provisions, to 
be distributed to their inhabitants, or to defray 
the expences of their gauges and festivals. 	The 
ornaments of the temples, the statues of the gods, 
the monuments of heroes, were ransacked by 
him ; and all the gold and silver he could lay his 
hands on was converted into money. 	The people 
-•ho saw their cities plundered in the midst of 
peace, and exposed to all the calamities even of 
an iin iuceessful war, were highly exasperated, and 
shewed in several places a readiness to revolt ; 
declaring openly they had rather die, than see 
their country thus stripped of all its splendour. 

Maxi min 	despised this universal discontent. 
He dichned that his only view in what he did, 
was to enrich his soldiers : niistakingly thinking, 
like some of his predecessors, that if lie had but 
the affection of the troops, lie might safi.'3v oppi css 
the other orders of the state as much as he pleas. 
ed. 	Ile was doubly mistaken. 	The event slimed 
him how much the hatred of the people ought to 
be feared by bad princes : nor did he gain the love 

of 

   
  



364 
	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

of the soldiery, who, continually teazel by their 
relations and friends on account of what they suf-
fered for their sakes, and sensible that their com-
plaints were just, shared their indignation against 
theseviolences of which they reaped thefruit. Their 
murmurs broke out, and were punished with cru- 

Revolc in elties, 	r> accordino• to Maximin's constant practice. 
Africa. 	rlhe whole universe groaned under this violent 
The inters-  tyranny, and waited only for an opportunity to emit is kill- 
ed. 	shake off the insufferable yoke. 	When the minds 
Hrod. 	of men are thus disposed, the smallest spark is Cat. pi

. max 14. capable of producing at once a great flame : and 
Gurd  1.  this was what happened now. 	A commotion of 

some cities of Africa, dissatisfied with the beha-
viour of the intendant of that province, was the 
beginning of a chain of events which soon de-
prived Maximin of the empire and of life. 

This prince always took care that the people 
lie employed should be as barbarmis as himself, 
strangers to justice and moderation, and• solely 
intent upon draining the provinces of all their 
riches, in order to till the imperial coffers. 	'file 
intendant of Africa, who was of this stamp, and 
knew by what means he could best please Maxi-
min, spared neither confiscations nor violences of 
any kind, but rendered his tribunal the public, 
seat of rapine and oppression. 	Some young 
men, of the best and richest families of the coun-
ti v, having been condemned by this intenItnt to 
pay fines which would have stripped them of all 
1 hey had, petitioned for, and obtained a delay of 
thin e dak s. 	Taking advantage of this 	respite, 
thcv apPlied to all those of their acquaintance 
who had 	talli_rcd injustices of the same nature, 
and C11,4:.',Pil them in a plot to kill the iniquitous 
i air: r, author of their misfortuneS. 	The design 
Icing re;olved on, in order to execute it with 
illi'iv, I hey ordered all their slaves then employed 

iii works ofagriculture to attend them, with staves, 
I ,  ItLhet.,, and other instruments oflittsbandry lit to 

be 
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' be converted into offensive weapons, Concealed 
under their garments ; to mix with the people that 
crowded round the intendant's tribunal, there to 
keep their eyes fixed upon their masters, and to re-
main quiet, whatever they saw them undertake ; 
but in case of their being attacked by the soldiery 
that surrounded the magistrate, then to draw their 
rustic arms, and use them for their defence. The 
scheme succeeded. 	The chiefs of the conspiracy 
made their way tip to the intendant, under pre-
tence of speaking to him about the payment of 
their fines, fell upon him, and instantly killed him : 
and when his guards attempted to revenge his 
death, the peasants immediatelyappeared with their 
weapons, and being much more numerous titan 
the soldiers, easily put them to flight. Our authors 
do not name the city in which this bloody. scene 
Was acted : but the circumstances of the affair in- 
cline us to think it was at Adrumetum. 	The in- 
habitants were glad to be delivered from an in-
tendant who harassed aria tormented them, and As 
soon as they saw the danger was over, they declar- 
ed for the conspirators. 	Even the troops then in 
the cityseem to have followed the general example. 

Maximin's vengeance was the next thing to beme nu:  
guarded against : and this the conspirators were tdiewa °rel." 
sensible they had no other way of doing, but by .,,i,e to 
making a new emperor. 	The opportunity wai l

d
o ak e

ei
G
li

on.  
favourable. All the earth detested Maximin : and ror. 	11°  
Africa was then governed by a proconsul venera-
ble for age, distinguished by his birth, his merit, 
the offices he had borne, generally esteemed, and 
in whose favour it seemed easy to unite the slit:. 
&ages of all. 	This was Gordian, with whom we 
must now make the reader acquainted. 	• 

Gordian, M. Antonio s 	 u,s*, WaS d 04;el'll d- Who Cor- 
ed according to Capitolinus, by his father 3letins.Lai wa- , 

Marcellu,,Lf' 
1  rapitulinns is at great pain,: to dinctisq wIwther ( ;ordist wi  

/:nuly naloe I% lis' Aaturtho or Ailtuniau.s. 	Modal-; and 	inN, Tip. 
lion. 
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Marcellus, from the faPnily of the Gracchi, and 
by his mother Ulpia Gordiana, from that of Tra- 

1'4w" jan. 	His father, his grandfather, and his great- .17. 	grandfather had been consuls ; and the family of 
his wife Fabia Orestilla had likewise been deco-
rated with the same titles, and was, moreover, of 
the blood of the Antonini. 	Gordian himself iad 
been twice consul, and saw his six) invested with 
that high dignity. 	He was the richest subject in 
the whole empire; possessed vast districts of lands 
in the provinces ; and lived magnificently when 
at Rome, in the house which had formerly belong-
ed to Pompey. 

These gills of fortune were embellished in him 
by much knowledge and great virtues. Ilis mind 
vas perfectly cultivated. 	In his early youth he 
composed several poems, the most remarkable of 
which is an A ntoniniad, in thirty-six books, con-
taining the history of Titus Anton inns and Marcus 
Aurelius ; a subject of which the choice does ho-
nour to its author. He likewise studied eloquence, 
with success ; and always retained a taste for use- 
ful and polite literature. 	He spent his life, to 
use his historian's expression, with 	Plato, Aris- 
totle, Cicero, and Virgil. 

his morals were worthy of so respectable a so- 
ciety. 	A perfect moderation, no excess of any 
kind, a conduct always regulated by reason and 
wisdom. 	He loved all that he ought to love, was 
a good citizen, a good father, so respectful a son-
in-law that he never sat down in the presence of 
hi ,; t:tfher-in-law Annius Severns, before he ob-
tained the priesthood, nor ever let a day pass 
without going to pay his respects to him. 

Though extremely virtuous, he was not taistcre- 
ly rigid. 	Ile lived as became his rank, which was 

that 

dons determine this question, by (-tiling him always .41•101,;,,s. 
1,4 they ahu do his son, aril his wrundsou. 	('-l/rm. Co, d. 1,4. z . 
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that of a great Lord, and always exceeded the 
usual stated expences in every office he bore ; 
which slims that he loved to spend his riches no-
bly. in the course of his edileship, through a spirit 
of magnificence, of which we have not such ano-
ther instance in history, he gave the people twelve 
shews, one every month, with sometimes five hun-
dred couple of gladiators that fought, and never 
less than an hundred and fifty. 	In the sixth of 
these games, a prodigious number of all sorts of 
animals, such as stags, horses, wild sheep, elks, 
camels, &c. was turned in loose among the peo. 
pie for them to scramble for : and he caused a re-
presentation of this entertainment to be painted 
in one of the galleries of his house. 

He held several great employments, and go-
verned successively several provinces, in which 
he was esteemed and loved. 	This is all we can 
say of him ; our accounts extending no farther. 

It is surprizing that so illustrious a man should 
not have been made consul until he was pretty far 
advanced in years. 	He was born in the year of 
Christ 157, since lie died in 237, at the age of 
fourscore ; and he was consul for the first time with 
the emperor Caracalla in the year of Christ 213, 
being then in the fifty-sixth * year of his age. 1I is 
splendour and magnificence during his consulship 
was proportioned to what it had always been in his 
*other offices. His consular robes, of which he was 
the first Roman that ever had any belonging par-
ticularly to himself, were so beautiful, that Cara- 
calla could not sec them without envy. Ttie em- 

peror 

*. It might be supposed, in order to remove this (la( uitY, 
that Gordian may have been consul for the first time with Car:.-
calla in one of the consulships which this last bore m hilst his 
Caber was yet alive. 	But it is evident from the testimony of 
Capitolinus (Cord. 81 ) that the elder Gordian was not mutt 
consul until he was advanced in years: fur what reason, wq. 
confess ourselves at a loss to determine. 
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peror Alexander Severus, as we observed before, 
had no consular robes of his own, but wore those 
that were kept in the capitol for the use of all the 
consuls. 	Gordian, when consul, gave extremely 
expensive games in the circus : he distributed to 
the factions of the chariot-drivers an hundred Si-
cilian, and an hundred Cappadocia]) horses: and 
he also eaused theatrical entertainments and other 
shews to be exhibited at his own expence in all 
the cities of Umbria, Etruria, Picenum, and the 
country now called Romania, during the space of 
four days. 	Ile thus devoted immense sums to 
the pleasures of the people, and thereby doubt-
less gained their love : but wise men must cer- 
tainly have 	thought 	these 	excessive expellees 
blameable 5 and he himself must have been un-
commonly modest in his personal behaviour, and 
absolutely exempt from all suspicion of ambitious 
views, not to give umbrage by all these doings to 
a prince so jealous as Caracalla. 

Gordian found in Alexander Severus an empe-
ror fond of virtue, who decorated him with a se-
cond consulship, in which that prince himself was 
his colleague ; and Alexander's friends thought it 
an honour to his government to settle matters so, 
that Gordian at the expiration of his consulship, 
was appointed proconsul of Africa by the senate. 
They made no doubt but that the province would 
be happy under his administration; and hoped that 
the esteem and affection of its inhabitants for this 
magistrate, would extend to the sovereign whom 
he represented. Alexander thanked the senate for 
this nomination, by a letter infinitely obliging for 
the person elected. 	" You could not, Conscript 
" Fathers," said the emperor to them, " give me 
" greater satisfaction, or oblige me more, than in 
46  sending Gordian to Africa. 	He is a man of il- 
" lustrious birth, generous, eloquent,, a lover of 
" justice, disinterested, andin every respect good." 

Alexander 

   
  



Book XXV.] 	MA XIMIN, &c. 	 $69 

• Alexander and his ministers were not deceived in 
their expectations. 	Gordian was beloved in his 
province, more than any of his predecessors had 
ever been. 	The Africans compared him to all 
that was most valuable in ancient Rome, calling 
him a Scipio, a Cato, a Scawola, a Rutilius, a 
Lehi's, and saying, that all those great men lived 
again in him. 

According to Augustus's institution; the pro-
consuls of provinces were not to continue in of- 
fice longer than a year. 	But this ancient regu-
lation had been greatly changed in many respects. 
Gordian was proconsul of Africa upwards of se- 
\ en years, since setting out for that country im-
mediately after his second consulship, which he 
bore in the year of Christ 229, he was still there 
at the time of the revolt which raised him to the 
empire in 237. 

His sons  of the same name as himself, about%=.  forty-five or fOrty-six years 'old, and who hadwho was 
been consul, was sent; either by Alexander Seve-VZ,th,,,,„1,t, rus, or by Maximin, as a necessary assistant togeneram. 
him on account of his great age,_ and was his lieu- cal"G"-s, 17-20. 
tenant-general at the time of this revolt. 	Gor-
dian the son was a man of merit, but voluptuous, 
Vond of magnificence;  like his fitther, but differ- 
ent from him in his love of wine and women. 	It 
is said, that he never would marry, and that he 
kept 	two-and-twenty concubines 	at the 	same 
time, by each of which he had several children. 
his riches enabled him to indulge all his desires, 
and he never denied himself any kind of plea- 
sure. 	He had immense parks, and delightlid 
gardens, in which he spent great part of his life. 
With these enormous blemishes he possessed some 
truly estimable qualities. He was compassionate, 
had a taste fin learning, understood time laws, and 
was so far master of himself, that he could forego 
his pleasures when business required bis attend-
ance. 

I'm.. VIII. 	 B la 	 in 
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In his youth, he studied under Serenus Samme-
nictis the son, who conceived an inclination and 
esteem for him, and left him when he died, as I 
have observed elsewhere, his father's library, con-
sisting of sixty-two thousand volumes: * a present 
which did infinite honour to Gordian, and gave 
him a rank and reputation in the republic of let-
ters. Gordian himself was an author. Some works 
of his in prose and in verse, in which a fine genius 
appeared in the midst of great negligence, were 
extant at that time when Capitolinus wrote. 

He was gruestor under Heliogabalus, who was 
very ready to advance a young man whose taste 
for pleasure, though confined within certain limits, 
seemed in some measure to agree with his own. 
A far difThrent recommendation procured him 
Alexander's favour. This prince esteemed him for 
his probity and his knowledge of the laws. 	He 
made him prwfect of Rome ; •and Gordian be-
haved so well in that important office, which 

Lamprid. m.s6s.placed him at the head of the civil judicature of 
the whole city, that he obtained the consulship 
Very early. Alexander had always a great regard 
for him, and he 1-  is ranked among those wise 
friends of which his privy council was composed. 
Learned as a civilian, and able as a statesman, he 
rendered himself usefid to individuals who con- 
sulted him, and to his country. 	This account of 
him spews that he was very capable of assisting 
his father in the funetions of the proconsulate of 
Africa : and be actually exercised the office of 
lieutenant-general of that province with honour, 

. 	at the time of the commotion which has given us 
rbrY nre occasion to speak of the Gordians. Lath pro- 

claimed 	I have already mentioned the motives which in. 
and ac- 	dueed the African conspirators to endeavour to knowled,7,- 
ed enarL- 	 make 
rorA in 
An ku. 	• Quod eum ad ("Muni tulit. 	Si quidem tantm bildiothecte 
.11,•rod. .S. copia & gpiendore &Laws, in famam hominum literarum de- Capt. Max. 
114. 6: Gill d. core pervcnit. 	Capit. 
i. 	+ I understand and read Lampridius in this place according 

to SbdInusius's comectiop. 
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make their proconsul emperor after they had kill-
ed ihe intendant. They were afraid of Maximin; 
and besides their hating his intendant, they loved 
Gordian, who had even shewn himself the protec-
tor of the people against the tyranny of that of-
ficer, and had frequently checked his violences ; 
for which this audacious subaltern had insolently 
threatened to be the ruin of the proconsul and 
his son. The conspirators did not doubt but that 
the choice they 'had agreed on among themselves 
" would be approved of. by the whole province, 
and were satisfied that all its inhabitants would 
readily join with them the moment they should 
give the signal. 	Mauritius, who was one of them, 
and a man of considerable eminence, having as-
sembled at his seat near the city of Tysdrus a 
great number of the inhabitants of the neighbour-
ing towns and villages, communicated the design 
to them by a speech to the following effect: " My 
" dear fellow.citizens ! I thank the immortal gods 
" for having furnished us with an opportunity, or 
" rather for having laid us under a necessity of 
" 	against the rage of Maximin : for of guarding 
" ter havir

t'
r killed an intendant worthy of him, 

" like unto himself in every respect, we are un- 
" done if we do not make another emperor. For- 
" tune, seconding this design, offers us a most fa- 
" vourable opportunity. 	We now have near us, 
" in the city of Tysdrus, the illustrious proconsul 
" of this province, and his son, both of whom the 
" wretch that has suffered the just penalty of his 
" crimes presumed to threaten with death. 	IC 
c, you will be advised by me, we will go to them. 
" this instant, invest them with the purple, and t, proclaim them emperors." 	The whole assem- 
bly approved of the proposal. " Nothing is more 
e, just, cried they, nothing more prudent. 	Gor- 

dian Augustus, may the gods favour you ! 	Be 
emperor with your son." 

g 	 Full 
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Full of zeal and ardour, they all repaired im- 
mediately to Tysdrus where Gordian was. 	They 
entered his palace about noon, and found him 
upon a couch, quiet, easy, totally ignorant of 
what had passed, and, if we believe our authors, 
far from even dreaming of having the empire of- 
fered him. 	When the proposal was made to him, 
considering the danger of the attempt, more titan 
the charms of sovereignty, he at first refused it, 
and resisted, until the ringleaders of the mob be-
gan to threaten him, and at last declared that' 
they would kill him directly, if he did not con- 
sent to their desire. 	Gordian had another fear, 
N rh ic I) chiefly contributed to determine him. 	He 
was well acquainted with Maximin's temper, and 
knew it would be an unpardonable crime in his 
eyes to have been once thought worthy of the 
empire. 	The danger was sure and inevitable, if 
be persisted in refusing; and he dreaded it most 
of all on account of his son : for as to himself per-
sonally, now fourscore years of age, it was in 
some measure a matter of indifference to him how 
soon his feeble life was ended. 	Upon the whole, 
after weighing all things, he preferred a danger 
in which there was some gleam of hope, to one 
in which there was neither remedy nor resource; 
and considering, that, at all events, the imperial 
purple would reflect a splendour on his tomb, he 
gave his consent : upon which, not only the con-
spirators and the multitude that followed them, 
but all the inhabitants of the city, who had as-
sembled round his palace, proclaimed him and 
his son emperors. The whole province immediate- 
ly tellowed their example. 	Maximin's statues 
wei e pulled down, his name was diked from off 
all monuments, and the honours he was stripped 
of were transferred to the Gordians. 	Numbers 
were for giving the father the surname of Afti-
canus, as if to revive the glory of the Scipios in 
11,ica. 

Time 
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The new emperors did not stay long at Tysdrus, 
a place neither suitable to their dignity, nor conve- 
nient for their afiltirs. 	They repaired to Carthage, 
with guards, fasces crowned with laurel, and all 
the pomp of the imperial dignity : and this city, 
the capital of Africa,and one of the most illustrious 
and most opulent in the whole empire, received 
them with infinite pleasure and applause. 	Thus 
Carthage became for a time a second Rome, by 
the residence of the emperors, the troops quarter-
ed in it, and the concourse of all sorts of people 
drawn thither by curiosity, interest, or business. 

It was not enough for Gordian to be aCkllOW-iFkile are 
ledged in Africa ; but it was likewise nccessar Ynicke,l'ol.s.t 
that lie should have the approbation of Rome, to 'edged at 

Rome, obtain which, he left nothing undone. 	He wrote 
to the &nate, and addressed an edict to the Roman mina an: 
people, acquainting them with what the province declFeti . 	public cu. 
had done for him, and desiring their confirmation raies- 
of it. 	In both these writings he inveighed against (11.„Z`L 
Maximin's cruelty, which he knew was extremely 14-16. 4 
odious. 	On the other hand, he promised that his GCd* 9—
government should be directed by mildness and 
humanity ; and as a specimen of his intention in 
this respect, he declared, that the proceedings 
against those who had been unjustly condemned 
should be revised, gave exiles leave to return to 
their own country, and ordered informers to be 
punished. 	Lastly, he promised the soldiers and 
citizens a great donative. 

The edict and letter was carried to Rome by zof.1. r. 
a deputation, at the head of which was Valerian, 
who had been consul, and who was afterwards 
emperor. 	Besides writing to the senate in gene-
ral, Gordian sent particular letters to all the prin-
cipal members of that assembly, most of whom 
were his friends or relations. 

Ile need not have taken so many measures and 
Precautions. The general esteem in which he was 

held 
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held, and still more, the universal hatred which 
Maximin had incurred, were of themselves suffi-
cient recommendations. 

A proper and even necessary step, with which 
he begun his administration, was the getting rid 
of the prwtorian prtefect -Vitalitmus, a man devo-
ted to Maximin, and worthy to serve so infamo  - 
a master. 	'There was reason to fear lest th' 
gistrate, in whom both the civil and the mi wiry 
power were united, and whom all the fir:y.1.01.4ms 
in Rome obeyed, should e.;.crt his authority in 
support of the prince he w:ks attached 	to, ant 
hinder the senate and peopl,  from declaring in 
favour of Gordian. 	A stratagem was made tr ,:e 
of against him. 	The qumstor of .' : ••e ., a 	 oun 
man of great resolution and cour:i:_, • 	,. :;.ient to 
Rome, accompanied by a few biave lildiers; 
with directions to get a.private andietic, of Vita-
lianus, by presenting to him a packet of letters, 
which were to be supposed to concern Maximin's 
safety. The scheme succeeded. Whilst Vitalianus 
examined the seals of the letters, the 'qua2stor's 
soldiers fell upon him and killed him : and imme-
diately after, Gordian's edict to the peorle was 
fixed up in the thrum, h.'s letters to the senate 
were put into the hands of the eonsul.;, and his 
other letters were delivered as directed. 	To se- 
cure a speedier and more happy success, Gordian's 
deputies gave out that Alaximin was dead.' 

The joy of the multitude was incredihle.' Their 
hatred, long ' uppressed by fear, now broke out in 
violent traisports of rage. 	Maximin was loaded 
with the bitterest, but well deserved, invectives. 
Iii:s statues were 	pulled 	down, hh, piriures torn 
in piece:, and all the monuments which made 
lmi,urable mention (Whim were destroyed. 

The senate acted with inure deceecy, though 
riot with loss 	 n1r. 	The conscript Fathers, eon- 
'7ened by the consul Junius Manus, who had be- 

fore, 
Er, 
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fore held a council at his own house with the 
prwtors, ediles, and tribunes of the people, as-
sembled the same day, which was the tw2nty-se- 
venth of May, in the temple of Castor. 	There 
Gordian's letter was read, couched in respectful 
terms, and acknowledging that his situation would 
be instable and uncertain until the senators should 
declare their sentiments concerning him. 	The 
deliberation was neither long nor doubtlid. 	All, 
with one voice, and one unanimous acclamation, 
declared the two Gordians, Augusti ; 	and the 
Maximins, with all their partizans and abettors, 
enemies to their country. 

From this moment, and in virtue of this decree, 
the Gordians ought, according to the maxims of 
the Roman government, to be looked upon as 
lawful emperors : 	and we accordingly place 'i' 
them here as such. 

THE TWO GORDIAN'S. 
SECT. II. 

The pralorians in Rome achnozcledge the G. rdians. 
The multitude, intoxicated with jog, commit great 
disorders. 	'1'he provinces, encouraged by the de-
puties of the senate, declare against Maximin. 
Fury of illaximin, when deformed of these events. 
Resolving to march against Rome, he ha,-angues 
his soldiers. lielinds but little ardour in his army, 
and is fir that reason jOrced to lose a twig precious 

time. 
* Most of those who have drawn up lists of the Roman em-

perors, have either omitted the two Gordians, or placed them 
-wrong. 	M. de Tillemont has not given them a separate title, 
bat treats what means them under the title of 11laximiq 
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time. 	The Gordians perish, after having reigned 
. only about six weeks. 	Carthage and the other 

cities of Africa are ravaged by the conqueror. 
Maximus and Balbinfts are elected emperors by 
the senate. 	It 'hat we .  know of them to the time of 
their election. 	The manlier of their election. Gor- 
dian III. named Caesar. 

'the pyre- 	 HE prwtorian cohorts followed the example 
torians in 
home ac- 	of the senate and people. 	Their prwlect, 
krge•dge who  might have dissuaded them from so doing, 
dians. I. 	had been killed ; and being now without a chief; 
Herod. 1. 	they were guided by the general torrent. 	They VII. 6c •.Mar. heard the letters of the Gordians read, and re-Capt 
13. & Gord• ccived their images into their camp, in the room :to. of those of the Maximins. 
The multi. 	The transition from a hard slavery to liberty 
tude, in- ,_, was not elected without tumults in Rome. 	The toxieatou 
with joy, multitude, always incapable of moderation, could 
commit 	nor, ,- taste the sweets of an happy change, without great dis- 
orders, 	being transported with a kind of intoxication, 

which produced many disorders. 	Armed with 
a decree of the senate, by which the Ministers of 
the tyranny they had groaned under were sen- 
tenced to be put to death, the people righted 
themselves. 	Informers, that first and fit object 
of the public indignation, were torn in pieces, 
if they did not secure their lives by a speech,  
flight. 	The intendants and judges, who had 
deviated from the paths of justice, and assisted 
11Iaximin 	in 	his 	cruelties, 	shared 	the 	same 
f ate. 	They were dragged along 	the streets, 
beaten, 	murdered, and 	then thrown into the 
kennels or 	common 	sewers. . Numbers 	took 
advantage 	of the 	tumult 	to 	satisfy their par- 
ticular passions or interest.;. 	Debtors massacred 
their creditors, and those that were at law their 
adverse parties ; so that the restoration of peace 
became almost a civil war. 	The governor of the 
city, Sabinus, 	attempting to put a stop to this 

licentiousness, 
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licentiousness, was himself beaten to death. 	Het  
was indeed thought to be a favourer of Maximin, 
and for that reason he was not regretted. 

We are not told how,this tumult ended ; whe-
ther it was appeased by the magistrates, or whe-
ther the mob, tired of doing mischief, ceased their 
riots of their own accord. 	13ut the sequel will 
show, that the flame was far from being totally 
extinguished, and that a very small matter was 
capable of kindling it up a-new. 

The senators were busied in taking measuresTi  le p.- o-
against Maximin, and in stirring up the wholevince. en-
empire to oppose him they had declared its ene-Mirdd, 
my. 	They sent deputies, either chosen from 	Pitties of 
among their own body, or out of the order of,teinst,rie' 
knights, into all the provinces, with letterS di-agaiTt. 
meted to all the magistrates, military officers,3"'""n* 
cities, towns, and villages, acquainting them with 
the revolution in the government, and ordering 
them to acknowledge the Gordians thr their em-
perors, and to destroy all the friends and parti- 
zans of Maximin. 	These letters had the desired 
dkct almost every where. 	The cities and pro- 
vinces, iragistrates and people, vied with each 
other which should first shake off' a tyrannical 
and odious yoke, and massacred the creatures of 
the public enemy wherever they found them. 
Some few, however, in high offices, remained at-
tached to Alaximin, and even sent him some of 
the deputies of the senate, upon whom this furious 
prince reeked his vengeance with his usual cruelty. 

lie was then at Sirmium *, as I said before, and Fury.  of 
had 	there 	received 	early 	intelligence 	of what,'1,,lh",,;:';;;."' 

iac.tiarneti of passed at Rome. 	Some friends which he till I 	1 
in the senate, had even sent him a copy of the re-,',1:.,,".1,, 
solutions of that assembly against him, though the orii. 

conscript r",,  I 7  
8 ,y 

"'We have no fact -which proses that Maximin had 101 this (L7:: r 
city, in which he spent the wintt r. 	Aurelius Victor transports iie • ?. 
him into Thrace. 	But the te%tiroony of that writer is of N cry 
little authority. 
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conscript Fathers had taken every precaution to 
keep their determination secret; having, as was 
their custom on very critical occasions, excluded 
all those that were not of Their body, and the se-
nators themselves performing the functions of 
clerks and secretaries. 	But the time was past in 
which all the members of the senate, animated 
with the same desire, and united by the love of 
their country, religiously kept the secret of the 
state. 	Maximin was informed of it, and flew into 
such a rage upon hearing the news, as nothing 
could equal but the violence of his temper. 	Ile 
threw himself upon the ground, beat his head 
against the wall, tore his cloaths, and drew his 
sword against the absent senate. 	At length, his 
friends, with much difficulty, carried him to his 
apartment, where, applying to a remedy worthy 
of him, he drowned his fury in wine. 

The next day, being somewhat more calm, he 
held a council, to consider what steps he had best 
to take : and the third day he assembled his army, 
in which none could be ignorant of what had 
passed in Africa and at Rome. 	But all stood in 
such terror of Maximin, that not a man dared to 
mention what every one knew. 	Spies were fear- 
ed in every corner, ready to catch each word, 
look, and action. 	All waited silently, until the 
tremendous emperor should explain himself: 

Resolving Maximin's harangue, though quite military and 
to march , townrog 
Etane he 

very laconic, was not of his own composing, and 
he was even obliged to read it. 	" Fellow-soldiers, 

harp Twitch 
ti., HII. 
diets. 

44  said he to his troops, I inform you of an event 
" which will not at all surprize you. 	The Afri- 
" cans have broken their linth. 	But no : 	they 
" have not broken it, flw they never had any. 
" They have given the title of emperor to the two 
" Gordians, the father and the son, one of whom 
,, is so enfeebled with age that he can scarcely 
" crawl out of his bed, and the other is so ener- 
" vated by debauchery, that he is as infirm as if 

“ he 
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" he was as old as his father. 	And our venerable 
" senators, who killed Romulus and Caesar, have 
" declared me a public enemy, whilst I was flit- 
" ing and conquering for them. 	They have like- 
" wise included you in the same condemnation ; 
" you, and all that follow me ; and they have 
" given the nailie of Augustus to the Gordians. 
" Ii; therefore, you have any hearts, if you are 
" men of strength and courage, let ns march 
" against the senate and the Africans. 	All their 
" spoils are yours." 

This speech breathed nothing but menaces and He ends 
ardour fill war : but the soldiers did not chew theltlitle 
zeal their leader wished to find. 	He had not made 	IL a rztralv12, 
them love him ; and now that lie wanted them,:rd k for 

slimed ot they 	no readiness to serve him. 	This, _ _ 	tit ti ;7:ea  
course, made him lose an infinitely precious time. t"ce a  
if he had imnn diately entered Italy, the senateeieorLtZe. 
had not any forces to oppose him : but instead ofec'''','1.1 20.  
acting, he was reduced to the necessity of nego- ' . 
dating. 	In this situation, he offered the senators 
a general pardon, if they would return to him ; 
and they, very jitstly, would not trust to his pro- 
mises. 	His proposals were rejected, and the se- 
nator; resolved to defend themselves .by arms. 
Twrsuiy of their members were accordingly sin_ 
gl«1 out, and Italy was divided among them, with 
di, ections to each to defend the district commit- 
ted 10 his care. 	New troops were raised, and 
great preparations made for war. 	But a catas- 
trophe happened soon after in Africa, which re-
plunged Rome into vast consternation. 

Capelian, governor of Numidia, to which post The Gor. 
he was promoted by Maximin, had always been'rILdini sf ic:ex. 
disagreeable to Gordian, who, as soon as he washaving  
made emperor, ordered him to resign his office torLirel 

ut 
 

another whom he sent to succeed him. 	This go-,,,ixY„,e„,, 
vernor had a considerable number of troops untlerJelf,,,;,  e,  h is command, for the defence of his province, which Ili": 19. 
bordered upon certain restless enterprizing bar ba., 

13
&
' 
Goo

6.  rians, 	'1  1 
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rians. 	Availing :-.imself of his strength, he not 
only refUsed to obey the new emperor, whose au-
thority was not yet well established ; but, under 
pretence of remaining faithful to his prince, and 
of revenging Maximin's cause, he assembled his 
forces, formed an army, and marched against Car- 
thage. 	The Gordians were extremely alarmed 
at this sudden attack. 	They had but few regular 
troops : the city of Carthage was filled with an 
immense number of people, enervated by plea-
sure, unaccustomed to war, and unprovided with 
arms : and Gordian the son, who alone could and 
ought to put himself at their head, had but little 
skill and experience in military aflitirs. 	The clan- 
ger, however, pressed, and a battle became abso-
lutely necessary. The Gordians joined to the few 
soldiers they had a great number of the inhabi-
tants of Carthage, whose zeal was much greater 
than their abilities, and who formed rather a con- 
fused multitude, than an army. 	They wanted 
even arms, as I said before; every man catching 
up whatever weapon he could first lay his hands 
on, the best of which were hatchets, and long 
poles sharpened at the end. 	With this multitude; 
packed together in a hurry, the younger Gordian 
went out to meet the enemy. 	A violent storm 
quite disconcerted them and threw them into 
greater confusion than ever, just before the battle. 
Capelian's well-armed' troops, accustomed to the 
operations of war, put them to flight in a moment, 
with dreadfid slaughter. 	Gordian himself was 
killed, and buried under such heaps of slain, that 
it was not possible to distinguish or find his body. 

The oh 	emperor was infOrmed of this disaster 
by time Ingitives, who crowded in at the gates of 
Cart image, closely pursued by their conquerors : and 
as the entrances were too narrow for the numbers 
that rushed in, as many were killed now as had 
fallen on the field of battle. 	At length Capelian 

entered 
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entered triumphant into Carthage : and Gordian, 
who saw him, gave himself up to despair. 	Rather 
than fall alive into the hands of his enemy, he 
chose to put an end to his own life ; and to that 
end, retiring into his closet, he hung himself with 
the girdle he had used to wear round his waist. 
Thus perished this respectable old man, who cer- 
tainly deserved a better fate. 	The supreme rank 
afforded him nothing but disquietude and bitter- 
'less. 	His reign, short as a dream, and thus un-
happily ended, did not in the whole last six weeks. 
He was proclaimed emperor towards the middle 
of May, and, according to the most probable opi-
nion, perished before the end of June of the same 
year. 	He left a grandson, who inherited his name , 
and the love of the Romans. 

Capelian made as cruel an use of his victory as carthae 
til'.t.,  Maximin himself could have done. 	He drowned 'IV" 

Carthage in blood, all its most illustrious citizens 	Arrilm 
who had survived the battle, being massacred by abre ragerd 
his order. 	The temples, the repositories of the qz,,r:r.cm.  
public riches, and the houses of private men were 
given up to his troops to plunder. The other cities 
of Africa, in which Maximin's statues had been 
pulled down and his honours destroyed, were treat- 
ed with equal rigour. 	Capelian visited them all, 	• 
putting to death their chief inhabitants, oppressing 
the people, laying waste the country, and always 
giving up the plunder to his soldiers. 	In all this 
he pretended to have no other motive than zeal 
to revenge the injuries of his prince ; but, in 
reality, he was labouring for himself; endeavouring 
to gain the affection of the troops, in hopes of 
their raising him to the empire in case Plaximin 
should fall. His projects, however, vanished : for 
we find that the never attained the throne. 	This 
is all we know concerning this afiltir ; our au-
thors being so extremely negligent, that after 
bac lug brought this actor upon the stage, they 
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drop him at once, without saying what became of 
him 

Arnmimus 	The defeat and death of the Gordians filled and Balbi- 
nus are 	Rome with grief and terror. 	The senate and 
elected em- people, uniting.in  the same sentiments, regretted 

bY  b' 	I y the loss of these princes in whom they had Pert °" ne t. le 	 et tter 
Herod. & placed great hopes; and the thought of Afaxi Capit. 
maa,..70.& min's cruelty, which, heightened by his love of 
6°11- V.  &vengeance, was now ready to fall upon them with 
Bata. 1, & redoubled fury, threw them into the utmost anxic- 
2. 	ty. In this situation, the senate, sensible that their 

lamentations would be of no avail, wisely resolv-
ed upon more effectual measures to guard against 
the impending danger, and, driven as they were 
to the necessity of either killing their enemy, or 
being killed themselves, they determined to till 
up the vacant place of the Gordians, by giving 
the empire other heads. 

Two reasons made them judge it most adviseable 
to create, not one emperor, but two. 	In the first 
place they thought that the imperial power would 
be less despotic when divided between two col-
leagues : and secondly, the situation of affliirs was 
sufficiently intricate, and the dangers attending 
them numerous enough, fully to occupy two 
princes, one of whom would carry on the war 
against Maximin, whilst the other remained at 
Rome, to pacify the people whom the late sudden 
revolutions had thrown into a violent ferment. 
Their choice fell upon Maximus and Balbinus, two 
illustrious personages, who were already of the 
number of the twenty commissaries deputed by the 
senate to defend Italy. 	The following is the sub- 
stance of what history tells us concerning them, 
to the time of their being raised to the empire. 

Whet we 	M. Clodius Pupienus Maximus, whom we shall 
h ow of 
themtothe call by the name of Maximus only, was of mean 
time or 	extraction, being the son either of a lock-smith or 
t! 	v1̀ '`'' a wheel-wright ; 	but had advanced himself by ti,.•n, 

hits 
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his merit. Arms were his passion from his infancy, c
v
,pit• . 

and he shone in them. After passing through seve-B-  16'. ,56-, 6.  
nil gradations in the army, he became qualified for 
employments in Rome. 	He was made pr.etor : 
and as he was not rich, a lady called Pescennia 
Marccllina, who had received him into her house, 
and treated him as her son, defrayed his expences 
in the discharge of that office. He afterwards ob-
tained the consulship; and was, as I observed a-
mong the princ.ipal events of the reign of Alex-
ander Severus, probably the colleague of Nutn- 
mitts Albinus, in the year of Christ Q27. 	The 
most important and most honourable employ- 
ments gave him room to display his talents. 	He 
was successively proconsul of Bithynia, Greece, 
and Narbonnese Gaul. 	He commanded detach- 
ments in Illyrictun against the Sarmatians, and 
upon the Rhine against the Germans, and every 
where maintained and increased his reputation. 
Being appointed pra:fect of Rome, he discharged 
that office with prudence, firmness, and due seve-
rity ; and when he was chosen to the first in the 
empire, the many services he had done the state, 
and the glory he had acquired, made the obscu-
rity of his origin be so far fbrgotten, that no one 
was thought more worthy of the throne. 

His morals were irreproachable. 	His life, and 
even his countenance, were grave and austere. At-
tached to his own opinions, but not obstinately so, 
he laid it down as a rule always to hear those whom 
he thought he had any reason to complain of: 	If 
their excuses were good, he did them justice : and 
it' they acknowledged their filult, 	and asked his 
pardon, he was easily moved to fingiveness. Flow-
erer, his general character of severity, which re-
commended him to the senate, struck a terror into 
the people, who did not much like to see a man of 
his disposition armed with the sovereign power. 
This consideration had doubtless no small weight 

in 
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in the choice of his colleague. 	The electors As ei e 
willing to temper the austerity of Maximin with 
the mildness of Balbinus. 

id. '''id- 7* OklitIS Ball ins was rich, and loved pleasure. 
His table was Well served, his wines were excel- 
lent, and he frequently indulged himself too much 
in feasting, though never in any kind of low or 
unseemly debauchery. 	Ile cultivated learning, 
and particularly eloquence, which had not vet 
lost its credit among the Romans, but was still 
looked noon as necessary in a statesman. 	Ile suc- 
ceeded too in poetry, so far at least as to equal 
the best poets of his age. 	Called by his birth, 
which was looked upon as illustrious, to the high- 
est dignities of the empire, he took care to quali- 
fy himself properly fbr them. 	Ile was twice con- 
sul ; and governed successively a great number of 
provinces, Asia, Africa, Bithvnia, Galatia, Pon- 
tes, Thrace, and Gaul. 	He likewise commanded 
the troops on certain occasions, the particulars of 
which have not been transmitted to us. 	But he 
shone less in arms, than in the conduct of civil 
atlitirs. 	Goodness was his real character: and 
our historian observes, that the contrasts with 
-which Sallust has described Cato and Caesar, were 
applied to Maximin and to him. 	The one was 
severe, the other indulgent : the one commanded 
esteem by his firmness, the other deserved love 
by his goodness: the one gave nothing more than 
was strictly due, the other took a pleasure in be- 
ing liberal and generous. 

•)./„,... I said that Balcinus's birth was looked upon as 
Au' "'L G' illustrious : 	and so it really was according to the 

way of thinking of the times lie lived in when all 
the ancient Roman nobility wasextinet. It is high- 
ly probable, that he was descended from Ca hl's 
IlaIbinus, who was consul an hundred years before, 
under Adrian, and was created a patrician by that 
emperor. 	• Ile himself dated his pedigree higher 
up, saying, it' we believe Capitolinus, that he was 

. 	 descended 
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descended from Balbus Cornelius Theophanes, 
who was the friend and historiographer of Pom-
pey, and was made a Roman citizen by his pro- 
tection. 	If Balbinus really said this, if the igno-
rance of his historian has not misrepresented his 
words, he slimed a great want of proper informa-
tion, and con founded two men into one : for Cor-
nelius Balbus and Theophanes were two very dif- 
ferent persons. 	The one was born at Cadiz in . 
Spain, the ()they at Mitylenc the Capital of the isle 
of Lesbos. 	Both of them were attached to Porn- 
pey. 	But the moment the civil war broke out, 
Balbus went over to Caesar : whereas Theophanes 
remained filithfill to Pompey to the last ; and fbr 
this very fidelity it was that Tiberius long after ex-
tirpated all his family. However, thus much is cer-
tain, that Balbinus was reputed very noble : and 
we see by this, as well as by many other instances, 
that the Romans were not very nice about their 
nobility at the time we are now speaking of. 

Ile was elected emperor by the sen Ite, togetherms Inall-. 
with Maximus, in a manner which does infinite,u1=i".  
honour to them both. 	The senate being assem- 	Gyo.31;,,.. 
bled, as I said betbre, on the ninth of July, the t .11z15. 1, 
first member that spoke proposed naming two 
emperors. 	Maximus, who spoke next, sccond,'d 
the motion. 	Before he had done voting, V cetius 

abintis, of the family of the Ulpii, that is to say, 
of the same blood as Trojan, finding that the de-
liberation went on coolly and slowly, desired the 
consul's leave to speak before his turn, and ad-
dressed the conscript Fathers to this effect : " ln 
" a situation so dangerous as ours now is, ever 
" moment is extremely precious. Words are inis- 
" placed where action cannot be too speedily re- 
" curred to. 	Let every one here consider the 
" danger that 	threatens him : let him consider 
" his wife, his children, his fortune, 	and all that 
" he has inherited from his fathers. All this is ac- 
`` tnally endangered by Maximin, who, naturally 

Vol,. VIII. 	 C c 	 " cruel; 
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" cruel, violent, and ferocious, cannot fail to be- 
" come more so now, that he thinks his barbarity 
" authorized by a legitimate motive. 	He is 
" marching against us, whilst you are losing time 
44  in deliberating." 	After this vehement pream- 
ble, Sabinus immediately approved the proposal 
for making two emperors, and instantly gave his 
vote for Maximus and Balbus. 

All this was probably concerted before-hand, 
at least with the principal members of the senate; 
for as soon as Sabinus had done speaking, the 
whole assembly unanimously cried out, " No- 
" thing is more just, nothing more fitting. 	We 
" are all of Sabinus's opinion : we all name Maxi- 
" mus and Balbinus emperors." 	The new sove- 

Id. ibiL St reigns were loaded with vows and wishes for their 
prosperity and for that of the republic, and the 
senate conferred upon them in common all the 

T.,illema  .• r‘ 	titles of the imperial power, except that of High 
.4'` 	Priest, which, according to the opinion most , 	 ge- 

nerally received among the learned, was particu-
larly affected to one emperor only, even when 
there were several at the same time. 	Some in- 
scriptions likewise give Maximus and Balbinus 
the uncommon title of Fathers of the senate. 

Gordian 	After the election, the new emperors prepared 
(.11,I„.

.in,r.'mei to take possession of their dignity, and to offer 
fhTi-s: 	up the first-fruits of it to the gods in the capitol. 

Ca pt' Afax.  But they met with an unexpected obstacle. 	The . 
Cord. 22.&people, as I said before, feared Maximin's seve- 
Mem & 	• Bum. 3. 	rity, and acknowledged him for their sovereign 

with great reluctance. 	An immense crow(l of 
them surrounded Maximus and Balbinus, and 
stopped them in their way. 	The emperors, with 
the help of some of their guards, tried to disperse 
them : but the populace, backed by a consider-
able number of the soldiery, insisted on having 

Aurcl. rice, an emperor of the family of the Gordians. 	The 
troops had, in this, whit they thought a great in-
terest at stake. The Gordians had pi utilised them 

a largess, 
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a largess, which they were likely to lose by their 
death ; and the placing of another prince of their 
name upon the throne, seemed to them a means 
of reviving their claim. 

After what has been already said of the younger 
Gordian, we may reasonably conclude that this 
family was numerous, and that the mutineers had 
enough to chuse out of But they were doubtless 
willing to have the nearest heir, and this was an 
infant of twelve years of age, the son of Junius 
Balbus * by the daughter of the elder Gordian. 4CapitGord. 
This is the prince who is known in history by the 
name of Gordian III. a name that was given him 
either on account of his being adopted by his 
uncle, or through the enthusiasm of the people 
at the time we are speaking of. The violence and 
obstinacy of the multitude were such, that Maxi-
mus and Balbinus were forced to give way, at 
least in some degree. 	They sent for the 'heir of 
the Gordians, and consented that the senate 
should name him Cesar. 	On this condition, the 
people and the soldiery permitted them to be em-
perors, and to take up their abode in the palace. 

71/.#1AMMUS 4- BALBLN US. 
SE C T. 	III. 

Dangerous situation of the tzco emperors. Their first 
cares. 	Maximus sets out jor the rear. 	But first 
gives fights of gladiators. 	Dreadlid sedition at 
Rome, and battles between the people and the prw- 
torians. 	The presence of the Noung, C(' mar Gor- 
dian calms the riot. 	Measures taken bg the senate 

2 	 to 
* Some make Gordian III. the son of the younger Gordian. 

.,\ uthom likewise differ concerning his age. I follow Herodiun, 
at M, de Tillemont has done. 
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to prevent Maximin's entering Italy. 	Causes of 
Maximin's slow march. 	Approaching towards 
Italy, he finds the city of iEmona deserted. 	Ile 
passes the Alps, and arrives near Aqui/eia. 	Pre- 
cautions of the senate to stop Marimin before that 
city. 	Maximin endeavours in vain to persuade the 
inhabitants to open their gates to him. 	He lays 
siege to Aquilcia. 	Brave delbice of Me inhabi- 
tants. 	Maximin incurs the hatred of his troops. 
He and his son are killed hy the prwtorians. Some 
particulars concerning his son. 	Persecution of the 
Church, under Maniliill. 	The army sends the 
heads of the Maximins to Maximus. 	1-b ;tilitics 
cease between the army and the city of Aqu;leia. 
Maximus removes from Ravenna to Aquilcia. His 
speech to the army. 	Ile sep'rates it. 	Great joy 
at Rome. 	Thamphant return of Maxinum. Dis- 
content of the soldiery. 	Wise government of the 
two emperors. Secret jealousy between Mein. The 
preorians fall upon them unexpectedly, and mur-
der them. 

nanamIli  okii.ii,,,, of 
the two 

IIE throne, which no wise man ever coveted, 
could not but fill Maximus and Balbinus 

eliPrrorr• with terror when they ascended it. 	At the gates 
of Italy, they saw an enemy formidable by his 
strength and cruelty, against whom they were 
under an absolute necessity of carrying on a vio- 
lent and desperate war, without any hope of 
peace, or any other alternative than that of kill- 
ilig or being killed. 	In Rome, an undisciplined 
soldiery, and a turbulent people, always ready to 
rebel. 	Add to this, the jealou -y which never 
fails to reign between 	t. ,A 0 coll(a.,2 ties ; 	and their 
contrariety of tempers and particular views. Such 
an as,;eniblage ol' untoward circumstances were 
too Flue prognostics ofthe nii ,11)rtuncs they after- 
wards experienced. 

'their fi, t 	After they had acquiLled thenist !VC' Cr ti1C first 
erne , 
Nhx „,„1 „ 	11A11:11 (.1. 	• numies; made thescnotopassadecrOe by 
rein out lig which the. two Gordians were ranked among tl)c 
the wnr. 	 (rods • 7) 
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gods ; and disposed of the two important officese.anhmax• 
of prinfect of Rome and praetorian pnefect, one4, a. ;, 
of which was given to Sabinus, probably the same 
who had proposed making them emperors, and 
the other to Pinarius Valens, uncle to Maximus ; 
they divided between them the management of 
the state. 	Maximus, as the most used 	to 	war,rd. ibid. f!. 
undertook to march against the enemy. 	Balbi-
nus remained in the city, to preserve tranquillity 
there. 

Urgent as the danger was with which .:%laximin 13t
y
ltZ

h tr 
 

threatened Rome, the Romans were so madly fond  of gladia. 
of shows, that Maximus was forced to treat themt°r'• 
with plays, races, and lights of gladiators, before 
he could set out. 	In regard to this last article, 
Capitolinus tnrnishes us with an anecdote, which 
ought not to be omitted. 	He assures us, that by 
a law of the Romans, the emperors were obliged 
always to give fights of gladiators before they set 
out tbr war. 	He alledges two reasons for this 
custom. The first was superstition. The Romans 
imagined that the shedding of blood in the city 
satisfied the malevolent divinities, and 	induced 
them, in return, to spare the soldiers in battle, 
The other motive was less absurd : the intention 
of it being, says the abovementioned writer, to 
encourage those that were going to war, by shew-
ing them the bravery of time gladiators, and to ac- 
custom them to the sight of blood. 	But however 
this may.have been, Maximus was no sooner gone, 
than a violent * sedition endangered  ON fiery be-
ing of Rome, and spewed both the perverseness 
of its Liliabitants, and the incapacity of Balbinus. 

Ma xim )1,, had left agrqt many orthe prxtorians, nr..adrut 
particulary 	the veterarf% 	at 	Rome. 	Several oritidi,tit"''''i  
these, accompanied by 	a vast crowd of citizens) ,io,:t,,, 

	

. 	and ( 1..  ce n Ow 

	

1 	 1,4,aplc 	:alit 

*  Capitolinusondradiets himself, and is extremely perplexed  i.E,.1,'"'' 
in the dam nt 	acemmts 	he 	"lye, 	of this sedition. 	I 	001  lira. ,.'..s. 
chilly 	1., iloc,.' 	I 1,•!,!Ii.  11 	 otper..1)....-. 
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22. & Mar. and other people, assembled round the door of the 
& B db. 9. senate-house, whilst the senators were deliberat-e, 10. 

ing about the atlitirs of the republic ; and two or 
three of the soldiers, curious to know what was 
doing, found means to push in, and placed them-
selves near the altar of Victory, that they might 
hear the better. 	They were in their habit of 
peace, and unarmed. 	The senators, on :the con- 
trary, were armed ; 	because 	the situation 	of 
things, both in the city and throughout the whole 
state, was such, as made them fear every instant 
some sudden and unforeseen dangcr,lagainst which 
they thought it prudent to- take every precaution. 
Gallicanus, a man of consular rank, and Mmcc-
nas an ancient pra2tor, both hot and impetuous, 
perceiving the soldiers I am speaking of, were 
offended at their presumption, and, with a vio-
lence as rash as it was unjust, tell upon them with 
their daggers, which they drew from under their 
robes, and killed them upon the spot. The other 
praetorians, terrified by the death of their com-
rades, and not having their arms to defend them-
selves with, fled immediately towards their camp. 
Gallicanus went out of the senate-house with his 
bloody poignard in his hand, crying out that he 
had just killed two of Maximin's spies, charging 
the prwtorians with being their accomplices, and 
exhorting the people to pursue them. 	His ex-
hortations were but too well heeded ; and the 
pnetorians, pursued by an innumerable multitude, 
reaching their camp, shut themselves up in it, as 
their only place of safety, and put themselves in 
a posture of defence. 

Gallicanus's mad temerity did not stop there. 
Working the populace up to a violent rage, lie 
prevailed upon them to attack the camp, and to 
that end furnished them with arms out of the ar- 
senals. 	The gladiators, who were then forming 
into different schools, and who were always near at 
hand, joined the people ; and Gallicanus, at the 

Ilea, 
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head of this confused tumultuous mob, attacked 
the camp of the prwtorians, who, being well arm-
cd, and accustomed to all the exercises of war, 
easily repulsed their assailants. 	At length the 
people 	grew tired, and towards the evening 
thought of returning to their respective homes. 

391 

The prxtorians seeing their adversaries retire as 
carelessly as if they had not been in the least dan-
ger, sallied out upon them, killed a prodigious 
number, and then returned to their camp, from 
which they had taken care not to go far. 

From this moment a civil war began in Rome. 
The senate took the part of the people, ,and or- 
dered new troops to be raised. 	The prxtorians 
on their side, though few in number, compared to 
the multitude of their foes, defended themselves 
with all the advantage which their experience in. 
war, and their possession of a well fortified place, 
gave them ; nor were the people ever able to 
make a breach in their camp. 

It seems to me surprising, that in so violent a 
commotion as this was, no sort of mention is made 
either of the city-prafect, or of the priefect of the 
praetorian cohorts. 	But this may perhaps be ow- 
ing to the negligence of historians. 	Balbinus him- 
self made but a poor figure on this occasion. Shut 

L  up within his palace, he published edicts, exhort-
ing the people to peace, and promised an am-
tv:sty to the soldiers, who do not seem to have 
been the most to blame. 	But neither side mind- 
ed him : on the contrary, their reciprocal rage 
increased every hour. 

The generals of the people thought of an ex-
pedient to conquer the obstinacy of the pretorians: 
this was cutting off the water from  their -  camp. 
The prxtoritms, driven to despair, sallied out fii- 
riously ; a long and bloody battle was fought, in 
which, however, the people were at last  worsted,,  
and fled, The conquerors pursued them sword in 

hand, 
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hand, and entered the city with them : but there. 
they were assaulted with showers ofstones and tiles 
from the tops of the houses, to which they there- 
upon immediately set fire. 	The flames spread 
rapidly, and entirely consumed one of the quar-
ters of Rome, which was larger and richer than 
any one City in the whole empire. 

The fury of the contending parties seems at 
length to have roused Albinus from his inaction. 
Be made his personal appearance, and tried to 
appease the tumult by his authority. But he was 
laughed at, and even wounded, some say by a 
stone thrown at him, others, by a blow with a 

The pre- 	stick. 	The only remedy was to spew the sedi- ftenceof the 	. 
young  cu. t ions the young Cesar, Gordian, who was equally 
5111.' "or-  adored by both sides. 	The name he bore, and (Can, calms 
the riot. 	the high veneration in which the memory of his 

grandfather and uncle was held, rendered him in- 
finitely dear to the people and the soldiery. 	He 
was shown, mounted upon the shoulders of a very 
tall man ; and the moment be appeared, clad with 
the imperial purple, the tumult subsided, and 
every one grew calm. 

1"-mA11i5 	The senate now enjoyed a little tranquillity, and tArn by 
ih,„„:de  was at liberty to think seriously of the war, for 
in I  r( vcot 
Naximin's 

\11111ch the most prudentmeasureswere immediately 
eutoring 	taken. 	The great point was to hinder Maxinlin's 
-Italy. 	entering Italy. 	To this end, the senators sent to .ir,.1ro.r. 
21.,s..a,,,,.all the cities through which he might be expected 
6-  -1,,,15. 10, to take his route, men well 	known in 	the state, tc.ii. and experienced in the art of war, with full power 

to repair fortifications, levy troops, or do whatever 
else they should judge necessary for the security of 
their possessions. They likewise ordered all defimee-
less places to be evacuated, and the inhabitants 
to retire into the principal cities with their corn, 
cattle, and other effects, that the enemy's army 
might not be able to subsist in any part of the 
Country into which it might penetrate. Proclama- 

tions 
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tions were published in all the provinces, strictly 
forbidding any one to furnish Maximin with pro-
visions or military stores, or to lend him the least 
assistance whatever, on pain of being treated as a 
public enemy. 	In short, the precaution was car- tai,,ilLr  ried so far as to place guards all along the coasts 
and in every port of Italy, and to barricade all 
the high ways, and even the cross roads, that no-
thing might pass without being visited and exa-
mined, and that' the public enemy might not be 
able to receive intelligence or succours by any 
means whatever. 	Maximus, to whom the execu-
tion of these orders was committed, repaired to 
Ravenna, to be the more within reach of the ene-
my, who was advancing by the way of the Panno-
nian Alps. 

Maximin had not made great dispatch; for itcau,,,,c 
vas in the month of May of the year of Christ 2.87, 10',V11".' 
that the Gordians were proclaimed emperors in march. 
Africa, and his army Skid not reach the gates of".  r.  
Italy until the beginning of spring, in the year 
23S. I have already mentioned the principal cause 
of this slowness; namely, the coldness, or rather 
reluctance to serve him, which Maximin found in 
his troops. 	Ilk bad behaviour had extinguished 
their former zeal in his behalf, and some time was 
necessary to revive it. 	We may add, that the";,. 
resolution of entering Italy in an 	hostile manner 
having been taken suddenly, in consequence of 
an unexpected event, the necessary preparations 
ibr that expedition could not be made at mice. 
Certain it is, that this delay cannot be imputed. 
to Maximin, who was always alert and active, 
even to a degrce of rashness. 

Upon the news of the death of the Gordiang, he ( ',,"d'iLm1  • 
at first flattered himself with some hopes that those 
whom he called rebels would submit of their own 
a 'cord. Butt he election of the einperorsAlaxiMlls 
am id Balbin t is, slimed him that the hatred or the 
senate ,,va 	irreconcilcable, and that nothing Emit 

arms 
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arms could end the quarrel. 	He therefore em-
ployed the rest of the year in making formidable 
preparations : and the order of his march was dis-
posed as follows, when he advanced towards Italy 
at the time I mentioned. 

Approach- 	Ile set out from Sirmimn: and when he arrived ingtowartis. 
pity he 	m the neighbourhood of .2Emona '0, the last city 
finds the 	of Pannonia, at the foot of the Alps, after having city of 
!Camila 	SaCliked to the guardian deities of the country, 
de'ried• 	in order to render them propitious to his entering Erroll. 
riLl 	Italy, he drew up his legions in square battalions, 
yin. 	deeper however than they were wide, and placed 

z.). 	them at the head of his army by way of advanced 
guard. 	In their rear was the baggage ; and he 
hiniselfelosed the march with his prketorian guards. 
Upon the wings were his cavalry, part of which 
consisted of armed horses, and part of Germans; 
together with all his light troops, Mauritanian 
slingers, and Osrho6iian archers. 	In this order 
lie arrived at ..'Emona, making his troops observe 
strict discipline all the way, in order to gain the 
good will of the people. 

Ills scouts, who preceded the army, brought 
him word that Xmona was deserted, and not 
an inhabitant left in it. 	This news rejoiced him 
at first, on 	a supposition that the bare terror of 
his arms had made his enemies fly, and would 
put him in possession of all Italy with equal ease. 
But when it afterwards appeared, that this city 
haul not been abandoned precipitately and in con-
fusion, but in consequence of mature delibera-
tion, and that the inhabitants had taken with them 
all their riches 	and 	provisions, and 	burnt what 
they could not carry away, so that no subsistence 
could be found in the city or .the country round 
about, either for men 	or horses, lie altered his 
opiiiion ; and his troops, who had flattered them-
sLIves with expectations of finding plenty of every 

thing 
0 \u« Laub:MI, in the rliAriet called Carniola. 
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thing in Italy, now reduced to distress, when they 
were . only approaching that country, began to 
murmur. 	Maximin endeavoured to silence them 
with his usual rigour, and thereby made them 
hate him more than ever. 

He crossed the Alps without meeting any ene-HePas9c9 
my that opposed him. 	This he again looked tat;',.1,!iT, 
upon as an happy presage, and began once more near Aqui-
to think that the people of Italy, who had thusl" 
neglected the advantages they might have taken 
over him in the defiles of these mountains, did 
not intend to make any resistance. 	The news 
that was brought him from Aquileia, undeceived 
him. 	He learnt, that this city, the first he wouldm7a. 
come to in Italy, had shut its gates, and seemedi,./T.j. 
determined to make an obstinate defence ; that 21-23-
the Pannonian troops, which formed the van of 
his army, and in whom he reposed great confi-
dence, because they were the first that proclaimed 
him emperor, and had always distinguished them-
selves by their zeal for his service, had gone up 
to the walls of the city, found them lined with 
soldiers, and, endeavouring to insult the place, 
had been repulsed with loss. 	Maximin, imagin- 
ing that every thing must submit to him, imputed 
the bad success of the praetorians to their negli-
gence and effeminacy, and made no doubt but 
that the city would surrender the moment he 
should appear ill person before its walls, at the 
head of his army. 	But the event shewed him 
that he was again mistaken. 

The senate had made choice of Aquileia for its 1'''''''"' tionb a toe place of arms iu the war against Maximin. 	It was.atc to 
then a well peopled city, rich 	and flourishing- by isitiliil: b3vIi .x„i 
the trade it carried on with 	Italy and Illyricum,thmt cit)  • 
of which it was the center. The fintifications with 
which it had formerly been surrounded were fallen 
into great decay, during a peace of several ages. 
l'he senate repaired them, and put into the city a 
strong garrison, the command of which was given 

to 
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to Menophilus and Crispinus, both consulars, and 
men of merit and capacity: Menophi!us ha(1 com- 
manded 	the troops in .'‘1(esia, with honour, fbr 
th:•ec years, 	under Alexander : 	and 	Crispinus, 
whose department seems properly to have been 
the interior government of the city, was endowed 
with mildness, dignity, and persuasive eloquence 
These two governors had taken particular car 
to have their city well victualled, 	so 	that its in 
habitants enjoyed plenty of all things when 
min arrived befbre it. 

ttaximin 	lIe soon found that Aouileia would not 	C 5 
• wollri 	. 	 I 

in va
av
i„ ,„  easy a conquest as he had at first imagined ; and 

rnitrule 	thcreibre, loud as he was of carrying every thin 
=1"-  with a high hand, he now thought proper to tr 
vp,‘: thAr  what gentle means would do, befbre he had re 
1:"'''' 	course 	to violence. 	Ile had 	in his army a tri Lial. 

brine, a native of Aquileia, and whose whole fit' 
wily was 	at. this 	very time 	shut 	up in its wallsi 
This officer, who seemed to him the most likel 
of any one to make an impression on his fellow 
citizens, went, in his name, up 	to the walls o 
Aquilcia, with some centurions, and exhorted th 
inhabitants to return to their duty and obedience 
to their lawful sovereign, representing to them 
on One hand, the dreadful evils they expose 
themselves to, and promising them, on the other 
a general amnesty, on 	the faithful perform:Inc 
of which they might so much the more safer 
depend, as they deserved 	it, being guilty of ii 
other fault than that of having suffered them 
selves to be deluded by the authors of the 
hellion. 	The inhabitants, who were upon 
walls, listened to the tribune. 	' The idea of pea 
is alwrs pleasing. 	Crispinus hastened to then 

.  ther. 	Reminding them of their engagements to 01.1' 	and soon wade one impression :22ive way to ano 

4  .he senate and people of Rome, he dissuaded 
• ' them from believing a cruel and deceitful tyrant.. 

act  before them the glory of being the saviours of 
iti, 	 Italy.i 
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Italy, and assured them of victory, promised them 
by the entrails of victims, and the oracles of their 
god Apollo Bela-mils. 	This god, whom we have 	An ,. Md. 
mentioned elsewhere as one of the objects or the rii. "H. 
religious veneration of the ancient Gauls, was ho-
noured at Aquileia with a particular worship: and 
upon the occasion we are now speaking of; seve-
ral of the besiegers declared, after their enterprize 
had miscarried, that they had seen him in the air, 
fighting for the.city : 	either, says 	Ilerodian, be- 
lieving the apparition to be real ; 	or chasing to 
invent it in order to cover their shame. 	Crispi- 
nus's arguments prevailed : and Maximin was at 
last convinced of the necessity of besieging the 
place in fOrm. 
'l'he river Lisonzo stopped him three days : Ty ia7. 
Though naturally hut narrow, it was then swolleii1472.7„ 
by the melting of the snow, so as to he very wide 
and extremely rapid: and a tine bridge of stone, 
which the emperors had formerly built over it, 
had now been destroyed by the inhabitants of A-
quilcia, who were not above twelve or fifteen miles 
oil: 	It was impossible for an army to cross this 
river without a bridge. 	Some of the German ca- 
valry who tried it, because they had been used to 
swim over the gicatest rivers in their own coun-
try, were carried away by the rapidity of the cm.-
rent, and drowned with their horses. Maximin,ibr 
want of boats, was obliged to make a bridge with 
casks fastened together, and covered with bushes 
and earth, and his whole army passed over it. • 

Arriving betbre Aquilcia, he immediately ra-
vaged and burnt the fine suburbs of that city, 
embellished with many stately buildings and de-
lightfid gardens, which the inhabitants, from a 
natural attachment to their own possessions, had 
spared. 	The enemies pulled up their vines, anti 
emit, down their trees, of which, as well as of the 
timber of their houses which they beat down, 
fifty built machines of wit-. 

After 
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Brave de-
fence of 
the inhabi. 
tants. 

. After resting a day, they began their attacks 
wah great fury. The besieged opposed them with 
equal vigour. 	Every person in the city became a Capit. ,If„,,i,„. soldier. 	The very women cut off their hair, to 

Jim. 7. & make ropes for the engines that were used in or- 
Ilia IL der to throw darts. 	Great quantities of boiling 

pitch and rosin were poured down upon the as-
sailants when they attempted to scale the ram-
parts ; and several skirmishes were fought, in 
which Maximin's troops suffered greatly, without 
ever being able to make the least breach in the 
walls. The courage of the besieged increased with. 
their success, whilst the besiegers were, on the 
contrary, disheartened by the fruitlessness of their 
efforts, and grew weary of fighting for a cause un-.  
fortunate in itself, and detested by the whole em- 
pire. 	All these disgusts were heightened by the 
extreme distress to which they were reduced, re-
ceiving no assistance from the country before 
them, and having communication only with Pan-
nonia, which they had quite eaten up: whereas 
Aquilcia, well provided with every thing neces- 
sary, easily maintained all her inhabitants. 	Maxi- 
min's troops, thus circumstanced, thus justly dis-
satisfied already with the hardships they under- 

Maxinlin 
incurs the 

went, were besides all this exposed to such bru- . 	. tahty trom their prince, as soon drove them to the 
hatred of 
his troops. utmost fury, and even to despair. 	The barbarian, 

accustomed always to conquer, grew enraged by 
the resistance he now met with, which all his ef- 
lints could not overcome. 	The taunting insults 
with which the besieged loaded him and his son, 
stung him to the very soul. 	Ceasing to fear him, 
they now treated him with ridicule and contempt, 
and made him the butt of their sneers and sar- 
casms whenever he came near their walls. 	Un- 
able to bear this treatment, he vented his wrath 
upon his troops, calling them cowards, and pun- 
ishing their officers with ignominy or death. 	De- 
tested before by almost all the universe, he drew 

upon 
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upon himself by this behaviour, the additional ha-
tred of those from whom alone he could possibly 
expect the least resistance. 

The most susceptible of the spirit of revoll were Tie and  
the praetorians, whose wives and child ren were  at fli.,, bnu are 
Rome. 	They animated each other by nnual k,L'i,,,1% 
complaints of the length 	of this laborious a nd 	ri oi.. 
bloody siege, of which they saw no end ; of the 
hardship of being forced to make war against ILI-
ly fbr a tyrant hated by gods and men : and from 
these complaints they easily proceeded to a reso- 
lution to get rid of \laximin. 	 An Opportunity 
for so doing soon offered, and they immediately 
seized it. 	A day of rest being granted to the 
army, whilst the other troop:, were dispersed about 
the camp, or indulging themselves in their tents, 
the przutorians, armed, went to the imperial tent 
towards noon. 	The soldiers upon guard instantly 
joined their comrades, and plucked, off their stall-
dards the images of him they no longer aclnow. 
ledged fbr emperor. 	,,ktaximin, warned of the 
danger by the noise he Lea: d, went out to them, 
hoping to intimidate then, by seeming not to be 
afraid : but, without staving to hear him, they fell 
upon him and his son, killed them both, cut off 
their heads, and left their bodies to the mercy of 
the birds and beasts of prey. 	Thus did Maxindu 
expiate the murder of his master and benethctor, 
Alexander, by a catastrophe exactly similar te. 
that he had made him suffer. 	His praetorian prze- 
fect Anulirms, and those that were thought to be 
his greatest fitvourites, were killed with him. 	AL 
(IC Tillemont places this event towards the end or  
March of the year of Christ (2 3 8 . 	Maxinmin might 
then be about fifty-live years of age. 

His son, who, as we said 'before, was Cesar, 
and, according to some, even Augustus, was hilt some Pc' 

ticulars twenty-one : a young prince, enveloped in the,.„,,,, 
misfbrtimes of hi..; father, and of whom history has  ing hi,' 
preserved scarce any other remembrance, than caste 

that m!, -.P" • 
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that his person was beautiful. 	The friends of the 
Gordians have given him an exceeding bad char-
acter in regard to his morals : but their testimony 
is suspicious. 	Capitolinus taxes him with being 
over nice and curious in his dress : and he like- 
wise accuses him of pride and arrogance. 	IIe 
says, however, that Maximin the father, notwith-
standing his savage haughtiness, rose up to re-
ceive the people of distinction who came to wait 
on him ; whilst the son remained seated, and even 
carried his insolence so far as to make many kiss 
his feet. 	In another place the same writer, on the 
contrary laments the fate of the younger MaNi-
min as too bard, considering the goodness of his 
character : and he quotes an author who had writ-
ten that the Romans were almost as much afflic-
ted Ibr his death, as they were rejoiced at that of 

• his lather. 	The reader may perceive by this, 
that. all we know concerning the younger Maxi-
ruin amounts to very little. 

Terx:(,... INIAimin reigned three years and sonic days, 'inn or thN 
,'„! - 	h ii 	_ reckoning to the time of. his death. 	I have al- 
C ] 	Alaxl• , thi. 
nig. ira,. 

ready said, that his hatred of Alexander's me-
mory induced him to persecute the Christians, 

P."- rl• whom this prince had iiivoured. 	This persccu- 2s. 
On,. ni.  Lion fell only upon the bishops and priests : and 
Ir. 
277rm. 
1 	,,.r. de 

()rosins assures us, that Maximin had a personal 
spite against Orirr,en, who however escaped his 

-""t .n. fury, and survived him. 	In this same persecution Art. G. 
the churches of the Christians were pulled clown : 
and M. de "fillemont observes, that this is the 
oldest positive proof' we have, of buildings public-
ly consecrated by the Christians to the worship 
of their religion, and known to be such by the Pa- 
gans. 	We have seen somewhat like it under the 
reign of Alexa»der Severns : and it was peril:1p; 
the protection that prince granted the Christianc, 
which emboldened them to build churches, in- 
$ tcad of the private oratories they had before in 
the inner parts of their houses. 

'fhe 
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The death of Maximin occasioned at first some The army the in the army. 	'The Pannonians, Thra- illi; of 
and other bodies of barbarian troops, who the Maxi_

been the chief instruments of his promotion,lant,:;„7,,,. 
retained an affection for him, and regretted him. 11:na• 4.  
But what was done could not be recalled : 	the 4(17 r.. 2 l'. 
majority approved of his death, and rejoiced ata Bill•  IL 
it ; and the weakest were of course constrained 
to yield. 	The Maximins were unanimously deem-
ed tyrants : their dead bodies were thrown into 
the river, and their heads were sent to Maximus, 
who was at Ravenna. 

The whole army, with one accord, drew up be.11,,tiiitiLs 
fore the walls of Aquileia, no longer with hostile=nt ",, 
menaces, but unarmed, and peaceably disposed. army.  and 
They acquainted the Aquilcians with the death of titqe,ITZ' 
Maximin, desired them to open their gates, and 
no longer to look upon them as enemies. 	The go-
vernors of the city, prudently doubting the truth 
of what they said, ordered the images of the two 
Augusti, Maximus and Balbinus, and that of Gor-
dian Czesar, to be held out to them, upon which 
they all, without the least difficulty, did 	homage 
to them, as to their lawful princes, and peace was 
in consequence thereof settled between the city 
and the camp, though not with full liberty of mu- 
tual intercourse. 	The gates of Aquileia, conti- 
nued shut : hut such plenty of all sorts of provi-
sions and refreshments were handed down from 
the tops of the walls to the late besiegers, as shov-
ed them more plainly than ever, how long the city 
could have held out, and even how uncertain their 
taking it at last would have been. 	Things re- 
mained 	in 	this situation, until orders were 	re- 
ceived from Maximus. 

This prince, as I observed before, was then at AL"'" • 
haven nit, raising forces for the war he was to carry tr•Lr,m„,;;I::. 
on, not against a man, said he, but against a ( 'v- roin.a t:,  
clops. 	All the youths of Italy flocked to him, and A  ;`"1" 
he had received considerable succours from the 

Vox . VIII. 	1) d 	German=, 
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Germans, whom he had formerly governed with 
equity and wisdom, and who, remembering it with 
gratitude, were now extremely zealous to support 
his being emperor. 	His plan was to let Maximin 
waste his strength in the siege of Aquilcia, which 
he knew was able to hold a great while ; and, 
when the proper time should come, to fall upon 
his fatigued and diminished army, with troops 
quite fresh and fit for action. 

Whilst he was preparing every thing for this de-
sign, not without some doubt whether it would suc-
ceed, messengers arrived with the heads of the two 
Maximins. 	His joy for this unexpected, victory, 
rained even without his drawing his sword, may be h.  
easier imagined than described. 	He immediately 
offered up sacrifices of thanksgiving to the gods; 
and the news spreading in a moment throughout all 
Ravenna, every altar smoaked with the blood of 
victims. 	Maximus, after sending the heads of the 
Maximins to Rome by the same messengers who 
had brought them to him, set out for Aquileia. 

Upon his arrival, the gates were opened, and all 
appearance of war ceased. 	No doubt can be made 
but that he rewarded the zeal and fidelity of the in-
habitants of this city, which had been the bulwark 
of Italy and the empire. 	He there received depu- 
tations from the neighbouring cities, which sent 
their magistrates to him, cloathed in white, crown-
ed with laurel, and bringing with them the statues 
of their gods, and the most precious ornaments of 
their temples. 	The troops which had besieged 
Aquileia likewise appeared before him, drawn up 
in order, and bearing branches of laurel. 	They 
acknowledged him with a seemingly unanimous 
consent : but, in reality, their minds were altered 
from what they had lately been. 	Jealous of the 
usurped prerogatives of their corps, many of them 
were seemingly much dissatisfied at seeing an em-
peror whom they had raised to the throne, suc-
ceeded by princes of the senate's chusing. 

Maximo 
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Maximus was not ignorant of their dispositions, this speech 
but framed accordingly the speech he made them 
on the third day after his arrival. 	He assembled 
them in the plain, and,aseending his tribunal, con-
gratulated them on their having returned to their 
duty, and renewed the oaths by which they were so- 
lemnly bound to their lawful emperors. 	He then 
observed to them, that the senate and people had 
made a just use of their power, in giving heads to 
the empire. 	" For, added he, the empire is not 
" the inherent property of any man. 	It belongs 
44  in common to the senate and the people, even 
" from its first origin. 	It is in the city of Rome 
" that the public weal resides; and we are deputed 
" to administer and govern the affairs of the state 
" with your assistance. A due observance of good 
" discipline, and a respectful obedience towards 
" those that are appointed to command, will pro- 
" cure you advantageous settlements, and the uni- 
" verse an happy calm;" Maximus concluded his 
speech, with assuring them that what was past 
would be entirely forgotten ; that they might de-
pend on a sincere amnesty, which he promised 
them ; and with declaring, that they might look 
upon that day as the beginning of a perpetual 
treaty of alliance, and of an everlasting benevo-
lence and union ; to strengthen which he pro-
mised them the then necessary persuasive with 
the soldiery, an ample donative (Willowy. 

He then took the wise precaution of separating Ile st,pa-
this army, by sending the legions and other troops"L's "- 
Into their quarters, and into the provinces from 
which Maximin and Alexander had drawn them ; 
taking with him to Rome only the praetorians, the 
new levies raised by Balbinus, and the Germans, 
on wriose atil.ction and fidelity he fully depended. 

Joy reigned throughout Rome. It is not possible croatior 
to express the transports of gladness, which there ituffic 
ileath of the Maximins excited in that city. 	The 
41essenger, who was but four clays upon the road 

.e, 	 thither 
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thither from Aquileia, arrived with these welcome 
tidings whilst Balbinus and the young Cmsar Gor-
dian were in the circus, assisting at games, which 
even the danger of so near and so perilous a war 
had not been able to interrupt. 	The moment it 
was known what the messenger had brought, plea-
sure gave way to more important thoughts : the 
senators repaired to their usual place of meeting, 
and the people flocked to the forum. 	In the se- 
nate-house, nothing was heard but acclamations 
and applause, mixed with the strongest expressions 
of detestation against the memory of the Maxi- 
mins. 	Triumphal statues were decreed to the em- 
perors, and solemn thanksgivings to the gods. The 
people had already of their own accord, began to 
fulfil the latter part of this decree, by repairing to 
all the temples, which were instantly filled with 
persons of every sex and age. 	The citizens, with 
a kind of enthusiasm, congratulating and embra- 
cing one another, repeated the pleasing news. 	In 
short, the joy upon this occasion was as great as 
it was universal. But no one felt it more than Bal-
binus, who, naturally timid, had not until then 
been able to hear the name of Maximin pronoun- 
ced without trembling. 	His fears, however, being 
DOW removed, he offered up an hecatomb, attend- 
ed by the magistrates and all the senate. 	The 
zeal even of private men was not less ardent ; 
every one thinking himself personally delivered 
from impending ruin, and testifying his acknow-
ledgment by sacrifices to the gods. 

The public rejoicings were heightened still more 
1)v the sight of the heads of the iVlaximins, which 
were stuck upon spears, and carried through all the 

1 /4 treets of Rome : after which the populace, intoxi-
cated with joy, insulted them outrageously, and at 
last burnt them in the Campus :Marlins. 

r,,,,,_ Maximus's return to Rome was triumphant. 	A 
,,,...,,i 	ri- solemn deputation of twenty senators, thin. of'whom irn 
‘1, 	,.:

o 
 , 	% were consttlaN eight ancient pra2tors and eight 

ancient 
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ancient qumstors, was sent to him at Ravenna ; (ifemd• & 
and when he drew near Rome, he was met at some Mac/ 

. 	i. distance from that capital by his colleague Balbi- frfz-- 
nus, the young Caesar, all the senate, and an in- ' • 
numerable crowd of the people, who received him 
as their saviour and deliverer. 	Though the war 
had been ended without him, the honour of the 
victory was nevertheless ascribed to him : and, in 
fact, it was chiefly owing to his prudence and 
goodmanagement manaement that Maximin's efforts were 6 
rendered fruitless. 

Amidst this general joy of all the orders of 
  

the Diico!lt e I 

state, the soldiers were the only people who seem- ndiet,;. "'f- 
ed dissatisfied. 	Neither Maximus's speech, the 
amnesty he had so strongly assured them of, the 
donatives he had promised them, nor any other 
consideration could make them brook the thoughts 
of being forced to obey emperors which they 
had not chosen : and this untoward disposition 
was increased by the imprudent acclamations 
of the senators, in ivhich, heaping encomiums 
upon Maximus and Balbinus, and comparing their 
ibrtune with that of Maximin, they cried out : 
" Thus it is that emperors wisely chosen, tri- 
" umpli : and thus perish those that arc raised by 
" the favour of an inconsiderate multitude." The 
soldiers easily perceived that this reflection was 
aimed at them ; and their resentment in conse-
quence of it soon produced the most dreadful 
effects. 

During a calm of very short duration which the WLe g.. 
two emperors enjoyed, they gave the world a good=';',',.t. 
opinion of their government. 	'They expressed erniwror.. 
great respect fbr the senate, administered justice 
themselves, made wise regulations, and prepared 
with vigilance and activity ibr a war which they 
Intended against the Persians on the one hand, and 
the Germanic or Scythian nations on the other. 
Maximus was to march towards the east, and Bal-
hinw towards the north. 

This 
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Secret jea- 
lousy be- 
ll:mu 

This conduct, so laudable in appearance, con-
cealed however a fatal venom, scarce ever to be 

them' avoided between two colleagues who share the so- 
vereign power. 	They seemed to act in concert in 
every thing: but, in reality, jealousy divided them. 
Balbinus had been hurt by the commendations-
bestowed on Maximus for a victory gained, said 
he, without the least labour or difficulty ; whilst 
he himself was exposed to continual fatigue and 
danger,to quell a sedition which threatened the 
ruin of Rome. Besides, he despised his colleague, 
as his inferior in point of birth : and .1aximus, on 
his side, priding himself on his superior merit in 
arms, ridiculed the cautious timidity of Balbinus. 
They looked upon one another in the light of ri-
vals : and each of them, aspiring in his heart to 
be Sole master, guessed his partners thoughts by 
his own. 	This disagreement did not break out 
openly : but some too certain symptoms of it ap-
peared, which filled all good citizens with concern, 
and not only gave the praetorians hopes, but faci-
litated to them the means of executing the wicked 
design they had plotted against their emperors. 

The prx- 
torians fall 

. For these troops, always enemies to wisdom and 
virtue in their princes, waited only for an oppor. 

""n them  iinexpect- 
odly, and 

tunity to kill Maximus and Balbinus. 	To the mo- 
Lives of hatred already mentioned, were joined 

znurder 
1 hem. fear and distrust. 	They remembered that Seve- 

rus, to revenge the death of Pertinax, had broken 
the whole body of the praetorians. 	They appre- 
hended the same treatment from the present em-
perors : and the Germans, whom Maximus had 
brought with him, and who, as I said before, were 
strongly attached to him, seemed to them suc-
cessors ready to take their place. 

The Capitoline games fUrnished them with the 
opportunity they wished for,the whole city resort-
ing thitler, and the emperors being left almost 
alone in 	their palace. 	The praetorians, taking 

advantage 
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advantage of this, assembled, armed themselves, 
and set out for the execution of their horrid de- 
sign. 	Maximus was warned of the danger, and 
sent for his faithful Germans, with whose assist-
ance, had he been able to collect them round his 
person, he might easily have defended himself 
against the fury of the assassins. 	But Balbinus, 
through a blindness equally strange and fatal, sent 
contrary orders imagining that Maximus intend-
ed to make use of the Germans in order to get 
rid of him, and make himself sole sovereign. 	The 
consequence of this ill-grounded suspicion was 
that he perished with Maximus. 	The praetorians 
entered the palace, seized the two emperors, and 
thinking it not enough barely to take away their 
lives, they carried their rage so tar as to insult their 
majesty, their age, 	their virtues, by 	stripping 
them naked, dragging them through the streets 
of Rome towards their camp, striking them on the 
face, plucking off their eye-brows and beards, 
mixing every kind of derision with their cruelty, 
and taking a barbarous pleasure in prolonging 
their sufferings, and in vilifying in them the char-
acter of emperors chosen by the senate : until at 
last, being informed that the Germans were com-
ing up to defend their princes, they ended their 
torments with their lives, left their dead bodies in 
the middle of the street, and returned to their 
camp. 	The Germans, whose zeal was probably 
not very ardent, finding that those they came to 
succour were already killed, did not think proper 
to begin a battle for dead men, who could not be 
benefited by it, and therefbre retired quietly. 

Such was the deplorable end of two emperors, rape. 
whose different talents were capable of restoring 	iS: 
the glory and splendour of Rome, if the rage of,i' ÌG'.  
the soldiery had not thus untimely cut them off: 

' 

a dead so atrocious, as not to be exceeded by the 
most horrid actions even of the most barbarous 
nations : bitter, but certain fruit of the weak con-

descendence 
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descendence by which the government of the 
Caesars nourished the insolence of the troops ! 

Maximus foresaw this melancholy fate, the mo- 
ment he was raised to the empire. 	" What re- 
" ward, said he to Balbinus, think you we may 
" expect, if we do deliver the world from the 
" monster who tyrannizes over it ?" 	And upon 
Balbinus's answering him, " We May depend up-
" on the thanks and love of the senate, of the 
" Roman people, and even of the whole universe. 
" Add, replied Maximus, and upon the hatred of 
" the 	soldiers, which will prove fatal to us." 
Both their predictions were equally verified : for 
they died extremely regretted. 	They had always 
been greatly esteemed by the senate. 	Balbinus 
had ever been a favourite with the people ; and 
Maximus himself had began to gain the affection 
of the lower class of the citizens, who, 'terrified 
at first by the notion they bad conceived of his 
severity, were now inclined to love him for the 
important service he had done them, and for the 
mildness of his government. 

Balbinus left a posterity, which subsisted in a 
flourishing condition in the time of Dioclesian. 
history does not mention that of Maximus. The 
splendour of his family began and ended with 
him. 

M. de Tillemont thinks these two emperors 
were killed about the fifteenth of July, of the year 
of Christ 238. They reigned somewhat more than 
a year. 

PRINCIPAL 
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:PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OF 

GORDIAN III. GORDIAN  

-_-..........____ 

ANNIUS Pius or ULPIUS. A. R. 989.  
	... PONTIAN US. 

GORDIAN, at the age of thirteen, is proclaimed 
Augustus by the soldiers,—  and acknowledged by 
the senate and people. 

He is governed at first by eunuchs, and by ra-
pacious and deceitful ministers, who make a bad 
use of their power. 

23S.  A. C. 

M. ANTONIUS GORDIANUS AUGUSTUS. A. R. 990.  
	  AVIOLA. A. C. 239. 
• • • 	. SABIN US. 

 	VENUSTUS. 

Revolt of Sabinianus in Africa, speedily quelled. 

A. 
A. 

R. 
C. 

991. 
210. 

M. ANTONIUS GORDIANUS AUGUSTUS II. 
	  YOMPEIANVS. 

Sapor, son of Artaxerxes, king of the Persians, 
attacks the Roman empire. 	. 

Gordian marries the daughter of Mysithleus, 
and makes him his prxtorian prtrfect. 	From this 

moment 

A. x.994.
A. C. 2-14. 
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moment every thing is reformed in the state, by 
the wise administration of Mysithveus. 

Earthquakes. 

First mention of the Franks in history. 

A. R. 991 C. VETTIUS AUFIDIUS ATTICUS. 
A. C. 242. 

C. ASINIUS PltXTEXTATUS. 

Gordian sets out from Rome, to make war a-
gainst the Persians. b' 

He passes through Mcesia and Thrace, defeats 
the barbarians, probably Sarmatians and Goths, 
dispersed over those countries, but meets with a 
repulse from the Alans. 

Arriving in Syria, he drives the Persians from 
thence, pursues them into Mesopotamia, defeats 
Sapor near Resama, and retakes Carrh 	and Ni- 
sibis. 

Triumph decreed Gordian by the senate. 	Ex- 
traordinary honours conferred on Mysitlmus. 

• 
A. U. 994. 	  ARRIANUS. 
A. C. 243. 	  PAPUS. 

Some of the events mentioned under the last 
year may belong to this. 

The death of Mysithams, hastened by the wick-
edness of Philip, who succeeded him in the post 
of praetorian pr 	feet. 

Philip is said to have been a Christian : but 
that does not seem to be proved. 

4 	)t. 99;. 	... PEREGRINUS. 
A. C. 214. 	 lEMILIANUS. 

Argunthis, king of the Scythians, ravages the 
countries round about him. 

Philip, by his perfidious intrigues, exasperates 
the soldiers against Gordian, takes away his life Lt 

Zaithils 
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Zaithus in Mesopotamia, and causes himself to be 
proclaimed emperor, towards the beginning of 
March. 

He pretends to honour the memory of him he 
lead killed. 

Gordian ranked among the gods. 
The tomb of this young and unfortunate prince 

near Circfcsium, a city built at the conflux of the 
Chaboras and Euphrates. 

Censorinus dnd Herodian wrote in the time of 
G ordian. 

GORDIAN III. 
SECT. IV. 

Gordian Ccesar is proclaimed Augustus by the sol-
diery, and acknowledged by the senate and people. 
Amiable qualities of the young emperor. 	He is 
governed al first by interested and corrupt ministers, 
who make a bad use of their power. Revolt of Sa-
bizzianus, speedily quelled. Mysithwus becomes p-
iker-in-law to Gordian, and pralorian praject. 
Admirable conduct of this minister. 	The Persians 
attack the Roman empire. 	Gordian goes into the 
East, and distinguishes himself there in arms. The 
death of :Itysitherus. 	Philip is made praetorian 
pralixt in his •tead. 	It is scarcely probable that 
Philip was a Christian. 	He murders Gordian, 
and causLs himself to be proclaimed emperor by the 
soldiers. He pretends to honour the memorlj y the 
prince he has killed. 	Gordian's death was reven- 
ged. 	his epitaph. 	He was rather mild and hood 
natured, than a man of shining parts. 	Privilege 
granted to his family: 	Earthquakes in his reign. 
Incursion of Argunthis, lung of the Scythians. 

Erst 
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First mention of the Franks in History. Ilerodia 
wrote in the reign of Gordian. 	Censorinus's book, 
Dc die Natali. 

tlordian 
pi-Maimed 
car  -7ar is OME, in the times'of which we are now writ-.. 

ing the history, was fidlen into an absolute` 
Augustus 	 ' anarchy. Every thing was decided by force. Nel.• by the sol• ,, 
/Hely and 	tner the laws of the state, nor those of nature;-, 
acknc"- 	were of any avail. Never was a more horrid crime F.wd;zea tv 
the senate  than the murder of Maximus and Balbinus : and 
,,I P,(0.- yet the perpetrators of that shocking parricide 

I fermi. 
Z,  rill. &  were not so much as threatened with the least 
el,;f. 	punishment. 	They secured their impunity by 
t;or.i. 	21. 
A:  ,if„,„  &  proclaiming young Qesar Gordian, Augustus. 
v2 A. 11. 	Hurrying him away into their camp, and mak" 

ing a merit of their enormous guilt, they cried out 
to the astonished multitude of citizens, that the 
bad just delivered them from princes whom they 
had disliked from the moment of their creation, 
and that they gave them for emperor one whom 
they loved, and whom they had already decorated., 
with the title of Caesar. 	This was sufficient t  ' ., 
give them all a new turn. 	Maximus and BA'.  
nus were as much forgotten as if they had neve 
existed ; and Gordian, at the age of thirteen, was 
acknowledged by the people and senate with all 
possible demonstrations of joy and festivity. 

,,,,,i,!,1.! 	This prince had indeed, besides the recommen- 
91"lit1r' '''.dation of his name, 	every personal qualification toe ywmg 
enyc, mr. 	that could please and captivate his subjects : an tr,,,i,. handsome countenance, mild and open ; a sweet- Gorl. 31. 	 -, 

MSS  of behaviour, an engaging address, and a 
taste fbr learning. 	Accordingly, he was tender- 
ly beloved. 	The senate, the people, and the ar- 

lie  i:; r:,,_ 	my called 	him 	their 	son. 	In short, he was the 
''".. 1 "' 	deli,,ht of the whole world. •  
;,•,..„0.,;1 	Our memoirs, which grow more and more defi- 
.01 c.r , 	dent. front this time, for 	even 	Herodian falls us 
rtliot 	111,L: 	, 

,,,, wh,: I  lOrf', do not inform us what measures were taken 
to 
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to supply the defect of non-age in an emperor, who 1,,,k,a had 
was but thirteen years 	of age. 	He 	hau 	been ru:,ey,`'fr th''' 
brought up until this time under the wing of his-
mother Mtutia ra,:stida, who, as ‘vc, may readily 
imagine, finding herself' in the same sit..aton as 
Mania had been, claimed no less slmre in the 
government than that princess had en_ioyed. Bat 
she was far from imitatiug her example in the 
education of her son, in giving tnem good and 
faithful governors, and in keeping from him such 
as were capable of corrupting hi.n. 	She staffed 
herself to be guided by eunuchs and greedy cour-
tiers, who studied only their own interest, with-
out troubling themselves in the least about the 
honour of their prince. 	Their numberless abuses 
are so well described in a letter of Mysithams,,e,"P".21  
who reformed them, that I think I cannot do bet- v.i.:`' 
ter than to transcribe it here. 

" To his most honoured and most august lord 

& 
' 

" and son ; MysitInuus, father-in-law to the em- 
" peror, and his prafect. 	It gives us great joy 
" that we have wiped off the stain of those me- 
" lancholy times, in which every thing was sold 
" at court by the eunuchs, and those who called 
" themselves your friends, whilst they were in fact 
" your most pernicious enemies. 	But what re- 
" joices me most of all, is, that you are pleased with 
" the reformation : from whence it is plain, that 
" the faults of the preceding times ought not to 
" be imputed to you. 	Yes, my most respected 
'' lord and son, you remember it: the military 
" commands were given away upon the recom- 
" mendation of the eunuch of the chamber ; ser- 
" vices remained unrewarded ; pardons and _!on- 
" demnations were determined by caprice or mo. 
" ney, without any regard to the merits or the 
" cause ; the public trea,ure was plundeied and 
" absorbed by designing knaves, who ft anted to 
" get her snareq, in which thev hopcd to catch you, 

" at d 
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" and who agreed before-hand among themselves 
" what part each of them should act with you. 

By these artifices, they succeeded so far as to 
" supplant good men, to put wicked ones in their 
" places, and, in short, to sell you, as things are- 
" sold in the market. 	Thanks to the gods ! the 
" government has been reformed with your full 
" and entire consent. 	What happiness to me, to 
" be the father-in-law of a prince, who desires to 
" be informed of', and to know every thing him- 
" self, and who has banished from about him those 
" who abused his confidence ?" Gordian, in his 
answer to this letter, confirms all that is said in 
it. 	He thanks Mysithaeus for having opened his 
eyes, and concludes with a reflection extremely 
moving in the mouth of a young prince. " * My 
" father, give me leave to • tell you this truth. 
" The fate of an emperor is very hard. 	Truth is 
" concealed from him. 	He cannot see every 
" thing with his own eyes, and therefore is oblig- 
" ed to rely on men who agree among themselves 
" to deceive him." 

What the reader has now seen is nearly the 
substance of all we know of the first years ofGor-
dian's reign, to the time of his making Mysithitus 

f'apit.Gord. his father-in-law and minister. The rest consisted 
23• of games and chews, lavished to please the ple-

beians, and of the revolt of Sabinianus in Africa. 
Revolt of Our authors do not tell us, either who Sabi- 
Sabiniaus 
bix.,,day m

• antis was, what motives induced him to rebel, 
quellui• 

apit. & 
,c. 

or upon what strength he fbunded his hopes of 
success. 	Ile stirred up an insurrection in Africa 
in the year of Christ 240, with a design to make 
himself emperor. 	He had a party, which neither 
subsisted long, nor was difficult to be mastered ; 
and he himself perished in this ill-concerted en-

terprize. 
s Ali pater, verum audias 	

i 
velim. 	Miser est imperator, aped 

quem very reticentur ; gm 	ni quup,e publice ambulare non 
possit, necesse est ut audiat, & \ el aulita, vet a pluriulis robo-
rata confinfier, 
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terprize. 	The victory was however gentle, par-
don being readily granted to the rebels, who im-
mediately returned to their duty. 

It was either in this year, or the following, that u:AsEyb4i
ectlIz 

Gordian, for his own happiness, and for that of the ikil,,,Zes  
whole empire, married the daughter ofMysithiPus. ti

t,,,Ga
or.. 

Her name, as we find it upon medals, was Furia priet'uriun 
Sabina Tranquillina, 	We know not the ancestors lattli  
of Alysithwus, nor even of what country he was ;conduot  
any farther than that his named  and that of Time-t1snijui-
sidles which Zo'simus gives him, indicate a Greek" ̀r'  
origin. 	As to his person, Capitolinus calls him a 
very learned and very eloquent man. But his con-
duct speaks him possessed of very superior merit, 
and intitles him to the highest commendations both 
as a virtuous minister, and an able statesman. 

Gordian, when he married his daughter, made 
Trim praetorian prwfeet, and thereby put him in a 
situation to display his talents. 	I have already 
observed, more than once, how great a power;  
both civil and military, was annexed to this office. 
A prtPtorian prwreet was now the sovereign's 
principal minister, his lieutenant-general. 	Alysi- 
thams made use of his power, to reform the abu-
ses of the government, as we have seen by his 
letter. 	H 	made justice and the laws reign in 
the prince's councils; and his two great objects 
were the glory of his minister, and the happiness 
of the people. 	In regard to the troops, he re- 	eapux„?. 
stored their discipline,which the disorders of thos• 
late times had absolutely corrupted. The military 
profession was profitable among the Romans; and 
many, to reap the advantages of it, either inlisted 
befbre, or continued in the army after, the age 
at which they were deemed fit for service. 	.111vsi- 
t halls dismissed all such as were either too young 
or too old ; and would suffer none to be paid by 
the state, but those who actually served it. 	Ile 
entered into the most minute details, even examin- 
ing himself the arms of the soldiers. 	He knew 

how 
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how to make himself be both loved and feared 
In times of war, nothing could equal his activity 
and vigilance. 	Wherever he encamped, he al- 
ways took care that the camp should be surround-
ed by a ditch. He himself often went the rounds 
in the night, and visited the guards and centinels. 
Ile had stored all the frontier cities with such 
plenty of provisions, that there was not one of 
them but could maintain the emperor and his ar-
my for a fortnight, and the great ones a whole 
year. 	Such was Mysitlneus ; 	and the success 
which Gordian had with him in the war 'against 
the Persians, shows that this wise minister was 
also a good general.  

The Per- The Persians had not exercised the Roman 
siwts at.  tftek the 
Roman 

arms since Alexander Severus. 	Artaxerxes, the 
restorer of their name and empire, had indeed 

emPire" made some motions in the year of Christ 237, 
which were near renewing the war. We observed 
before, that Maximus was preparing to march 
against the Persians, when he perished. 	His 
death, and that of Artaxerxes, which happened 
soon after, probably suspended hostilities. 	Ar- 
taxerxes dying, left the empire to his son Sapor, 
who was the perpetual scourge of the Romans, 
and did them infinite mischief; during thirty-one 
years that he reigned. 	He began war against 
them the moment he was seated on the throne ; 
and, full of that confidence which youth, and the 
desire of signalizing the beginning of a new reign, 
inspire, he entered 	Mesopotamia, took Nisibis 
and Carrine, and if' he did not make himself mas-
ter of Antioch, he at least humbled the pride of 

Ccf r. 27. that great city, and blocked it up. 	His progress 
was so great and rapid, that Italy almost began 
to tear him ; and he himself was ambitious and 
lialq,,lity enoligh to extend his views and menaces 
even thiLhcr. 

Gordian 
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Gordian resolved to check this violent attack, Gordian 

, and to that end made immense preparations of ,,I, 
 

)
,e
es

}.
!
,,is
at

t
o
, 

 

troops, military stores, and money. I have said how sait!distin-
careful Mysithaus was to provide plenty of provi-b;;, hg 
sions. 	When every thing was ready, Gordian 	there iu 
opened the temple of Janus, to chew that the warrp",1 26, 
was begun : and this is the last time we find this 	n 	• 
ceremony mentioned in history. 	He set out in 
the spring of the year of Christ 242, taking his 
rout through NIsesia and Thrace, where he defeat-
ed the barbarians, probably Goths* and Sarma- 
tians, who had over-run those provinces. 	He met, 
however, with a repulse, but which does not seem 
to have been considerable, from the Alans, in the 
plains of Philippi. 	From thence, crossino•b  the 
Streights, be proceeded into Syria, and carried on 
the war against the Persians with a spirit and suc-
cess which covered him with glory. Sapor's terror 
was so great, that he' abandoned precipitately all 
the country and all the cities he had taken posses-
sion of, withdrew his garrisons in great haste, and 
restored the places to their former inhabitants, 
without plundering them : and when his soldiers, 
pursued by the conquerors, had repassed the 
Euphrates, their joy at having escaped the danger, Al,. Pa-
as they thought, was so great, that they kissed!ric

,
. de It-

that friendly land in which they imagined them -b " 
selves safe. 	Sapor was in such a hurry to fly, that 
he sent all the money of Syria, which he intended 
to have ,carried off with him, to the inhabitants of 
Einessa, to purchasetheir leave to pass. 	Gordian, coi.  
having delivered Antioch, and driven the enemy 
out of Syria, passed die Euphrates in his turn, 
defeated Sapor near the city of Ites:ena, retook „b,"7: , 
Carrlue and Nisibis, conquered back all Aleso-x.ihi. 
potamia, and hoped to enter the territories of the es:'• 

VoL. VIII. 	E c 	 Persians, 

* In an epitaph quoted by Capitolinuq, n, 34. he is c.died tJo 
conqueror of the Goths and Sarmatiunc. 
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Persians, and penetrate to the royal city of Ctesi-
phon, by the end of his second campaign. 

These were the terms in which he wrote to the 
senate : and in his letter he acknowledged, with 
admirable candour, that he owed his success to 
Mysithmus, and desired thanks might be return-
ed, first to the gods, and next to the praetorian 
prefect. 	The senate decreed the emperor a tri- 
umph ; and to show that it was particularly for 
the victory over the Persians, his car was ordered 
to be drawn by four elephants. 	Alysithwus was 
rewarded with the honour of a triumphal car 

''•'''TM• drawn by four horses, and with an inscription to 
his praise, part of which still subsists at Rome, 
and in which he is called the father of the empe-
ror, and guardian of the republic. 

The death 
of DI vsi- 
t  1,,,„s.  

ie well deserved every encomium : and the 
event proved but too plainly, that the prosperity 

Philip is of the emperor and the empire depended upon 
Thzu:ler'' vu inn pre- him. 	Ile died soon after the transactions we have 
fret in his 
,,t,. 
Capit. CS, 

been speaking of; leaving by will all his estate to 
the 	Romail 	republic, or rather to the city of 

.19. Rome ; and with him perished all the happiness 
and glory of Gordian. 	His death was thought 
not to be natural ; Philip, who succeeded him in 
the office of praetorian prekct, being suspected of 
having hastened it. 	Alysitlnetts was taken ill ofa 
dv•sentery, and it is said, that instead of the medi-
cine mhich his physicians had ordered; Philip, 
having bribed the persons who attended him, gave 
him a (lose which increased his disorder, and car- 
ried him off. 	1 sec no reason why we may not 
hilly suspect of' this crime the man who reaped 
-the fruit of it, and who afterwards crowned it by 
another still much greater. 

Philip, M. Julius Philipps, was an Arabian, 
born at Rostra in the district of Trachonitum, of 
wean and (yen odious extraction, if' it be true, a; 
I ho epitome of Aurelius Victor says, that he wa.-; 

1  P 5"t1 of 	captain aa hand of robbers. 	He 
. 	 litul 
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had advanced himself in the army, so far as to be 
able to aspire to the post of per torian prefect, 
which in fact Gordian gave him after the death of 
Mysithreus. 	He is said to have been a Christian ;1,yst.sya 
but if he was, it seems to me very strange thatomli ',boil) 
none of the Pagan writers who have spoken ofasra i„  him, should have mentioned it. 	Zosimus in par- 	Moil:, n. 
ticular, who is full of venom against Christianity,1•,,,r-P" 
and who takes a pleasure in loading Constantine 
with the most atrocious calumnies, would surely 
not have spared Philip. 	The Christian writers, 
upon whose authority the notion of this prtetorian 
prefect's Christianity is founded, 	certainly de- 
serve respect : but their accounts are so confused, 
so full of circumstances either palpably contradic-
tory, or absolutely refuted by history, that the 
weight of their testimony is considerably diminish- 
ed. 	Though M. de Tillemont inclines to their 
opinion, I am not afraid to own that what he him-
self has written upon this subject makes me of a 
different mind. 	If Philip did profess our religion, 
he was certainly a bad Christian. 	I had rather 
believe, that being born in the neighbourhood of 
the country which was the cradle of Christianity, 
he might from thence acquire some tincture of it; 
and that he favoured it, as Alexander Severus had 
done; but without renouncing his idolatrous su-
perstitions, to which he adhered when emperor. 

Philip, looking upon the rank of praetorian pre. Tirvz.  
feet only as a step by which he was advanced near-Jilin and 
Cr to the throne, determined to stick at no crime ca

l
l
i
tes lam- 

to gain entire possession of the sovereignty. 	Toi,„„•t„),`',.d  
this end he resolved to wean the affections of the "Ter" by 
troops from Gordian, by bringing about a searcitvtri.  
of provisions in the army. 	Mysithams, as we ob.cii'll• 29,  
served before, had taken the most prudent niea." z".  
sures for their being 	plentifidly 	supplied 	with 
every 	thing : 	but Philip 	directed 	their march 
through the arid plains of Mesopiitamia, far ti•orli  
their magazines, and perfidiously gave private or. 

r?, 
	

der 
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ders for the boats that carried their provisions not 
to follow them. The soldiers began to grow hun-
gry, and consequently to murmur; whilst Philip, 
taking advantage of their discontent, of which he 
himself was the only cause, slily insinuated to 
them by his emissaries, that it was not to be won-
dered at if things were thus badly concluded by 
a prince, whose youth was such that he himself* 
stood in need of a director : and that it would be 
much better to give the command to one whose 
capacity and experience would enable him to 
make a good use of it. 	He likewise gained over 
several of the principal officers ; and in a short 
time things were carried to such a length, that the 
whole army demanded Philip for their emperor. 
Gordian and his friends did all they could to op-
pose the sedition : but the cabal was too strong : 
they were obliged to yield ; and the soldiers, by 
way of compromise, ordered (this is the historian's 
expression) that Philip should be associated to 
Gordian, as his colleague and tutor.  

But even this did not satisfy the ambitious Phi- 
lip. 	Wanting to reign alone, and knowing how 
much the name of Gordian was cherished, both at 
Rome, and in the provinces; tearing, too, lest the 
soldiers should return to their former affection 
fOr this young emperor, when the cause of their 
present complaints should be removed ; and sen-
sible with what disadvantage a man of his mean 
extraction, who had attained the sovereign power 
by the worst of means, would contend against a 
prince lawfully elected, the nephew and grandson 
of emperors; he concluded, that there could be 
no safety fbr him whilst Gordian lived, and there-
fore procured his death, probably by secret prac-
tices. 

Capitolinus places here a scene, which does not 
seem at all likely. 	Ile says that Gordian, treated 
by Philip with 	insnm‘rabl,: pride and arrogance, 
tried to shake i)ll' the odiou s yol,e, and to prevail 

• upon 
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upon the troops to denose his oppressor. 	That to 
this end he ascended his tribunal, accompanied by 
Al etius Gordianus his relation, who held a consi- 
derable rank in the army. 	That he there com-
plained to the officers and soldiers assembled, of 
Philip's ingratitude and insolence : but that his 
complaints were 	disregarded, and 	even 	treat- 
ed with contempt. 	That finding himself looked. 
Upon as inferoir to his adversary, he desired to be ' 
placed upon an equal footing with him, and that 
this was refused. 	That he desired the title of 
Cesar might at least be continued to him, and 
could not obtain it. 	That he even offered to he 
contented with the place of prwtorian prefect, and 
that this was rejected. 	That he at last only de- 
sired security for his life, and that Philip, who was 
present, and- had not said any thing all this while, 
letting his friends speak and act, seemed at first 
to agree to so humiliating and just a request; but 
that, a moment after, he ordered Gordian to be 
seized, carried away, and put to Leath : winch was 
done, not immediately, hnt very soon ali.er. 

This' account, which render , Gordian as despi-
cable, as it spews Philip to ha=re been cruel and 
tyrannical, contains circumstances badly intro- 
duced, and badly put together. 	Besides which, 	cipu. az. 
if' Philip had publicly ordered Gordian's death, 
he could not have denied his crime, as he did, nor 
have written to the senate that the young prince 
died of illness. 	We shall therefore suppose that 
he employed treachery against him, and got him 
killed privately. 	Gordian perished, accordinL.; to 
M. de Tillemont, towards the beginning' of March 
Of the year of Christ   24•t•, after hay u:.; iei4ned 
with the title of Augustus five years and al), ut 
eight months. 	lie might then be in his twent ic t 11 
year. 	 no r  - 

Philip, pretending to honour 	his 	memory, 0 1... i
t
,
,
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,
,
,
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i
,
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dered his obsequies to be pm formed wh h great in., ..,-3, o. 
magnificence, sent his ashes to Rome, and allow-;‘I y,   

cd, J. 
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Ear°P- ed the soldiers to build hi.r, a tomb at Zaaling, Amm. 
ma". L where he died, near Cii,:a-sium, a city built at the 
XXIII. conflux. of the Chaboras* and Euphrates. 	He 
c'd' let his images, his statues, and the inscriptions 

which made honourable mention of him, subsist ; 
and after the senate had ranked this unfortunate 
prince among the gods, Philip himself was not a-
shamed to give the appellation of god to the man 
he had killed. 

Cordian's Gordian's death did not pass unrevenged. 	Phi- 
'"th  w" revenged. lio after enjoying the fruit of his crime a few . 	) 

years, was stript of it by Decius,who took from 
him the empire and his life : and his son, to whom 
he intended to leave the throne, shared his un- 
happy fate. 	Those who had lent their assistance 

evil. 33; to murder Gordian, being nine in number, find-
ing themselves deprived of the protection of the 
princes who alone could secure their impunity, 
killed themselves, and, it is said, with the same 
swords which they had stained with the blood of 
their emperor. 

Tlis epi- It cannot have been until after the death of Philip 
1,11,1:113'4(:' that the f011owing epitaph, mentioned by Capito. 

linus, was put upon Gordian's tomb : To THE 
DIVINE GORDIAN, CONQUEROR OF THE PERSIANS, 
CONQUEROR OF THE GOTHS AND SARMATIANS, PA- 
CIFICATOR OF THE SEDITIONS WHICP RENT THE RO- 
MAN REPUBLIC, CONQUEROR OF TnE. Git.RMANS, 
BUT NOT THE CONQUEROR OF PHILIP. 	This last 
expression has a double meaning ; expressing the 
crime of the murderer of Gordian in words which 
may be applied to the check that young emperor 
met with from the Mans in the plains of Philippi 
in Macedonia. 	Licinius, who reigned with Con-I 
stantine, and who wanted to be thought a deseen- 

dant 
* This river still retains its name, being now called anthill', 

or, with the Arabian article, Alehabur. 	It waters the provin• 
ces of Diarbeck. 	I find at its mouth, in M. de L'Isle's map, A 
city called Kerkigen, which doubtle,3s is the Cirecesiam, or Cir ,  , 
casium, here opokrn of. 
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dant of the emperor Philip, is said to have remov-
ed this epitaph, which, after all, may perhaps have 
been in reality only a pun, which Capitolinus took 
seriously. 

Gordian deserved the marks of tenderness and He was ra. 
affection which were bestowed upon him after his27,t1:11  
death. 	History does not charge him with any one natured,  

vice. 	He did well, as long as Mysithicus govern-,,titInbi„i„r 
ed him : and after he was deprived of that wise Pulls- 	''' 
counsellor, he 'can be accused only of weakness. 

-His character was rather amiable, than fit for con, 
mand ; and he had more mildness and good na-
ture, than shining parts. 

His family subsisted, doubtless in collaterals ofPrivtlep 
the same name, and the senate granted them.  thegnt ty! 
singular privilege of being exempted from all bur- c/o. s,r. 
densome offices either public or private, and from 
being subjected to guardians whilst minors. 	The 
house in which the Gordians had lived, still con-
tinued to be one of die principal ornaments ofram. 
Rome in the time of Constantine. 

History does not mention any public work with 
which Gordian embellished the city. 	He began, 
indeed, a magnificent portico in the Campus Mar-
tius, and intended to add to it a basilic and baths: 
but death prevented his executing this design. 
Some curious antiquarians pretend to find by a 
medal, t hat he repaired the amphitheatre. 

We shall 	here a few desultory events. IV. 
• mention 

Betbre Gordian set out fbr the Persian war, theli:,•,is.nia. 
universe, if we tal:e the historian's expression li-evit• 26-
terally, was shook with earthquakes ; and that 
with such violence, that whole cities were swal- 
lowed up with their inhabitants. 	The books of 
the Sibyls were consulted. 	T 11 c ceremonies ima- 
gined 'to be ordered by them, were performed ; 
and the evil ceased,—because it was to cease. i  Argunthis, king of the Seythians, emboldened „1744,',„).' 
by the death of Alysithicus, ravag'd the lands bor- this king or 
Hering upon his country. Al. de Tillenumt doubts,:ts,!̀-  

whether .  CaFil• 31; 
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whether by the word Scythians we ought to un-
derstand here the Carpians, of when] farther men-
tion will be made in the reign of Philip, or the 
Goths. 

I
i
' Loirnst

of
m

t
e
li
n
e- same M. de Tillerecnt refers to the reign ,The 

wanks is 
histor • Till  .:}1 • 

t.,,d. a & 

of  Gordian, and to the tine wi.en ti:is prince was 
preparing to match against the I: ors.,Ens, the first 
mention that history makes of the franks. 	We 

ruler. 3;  ropiv. learn from Vopiscus, that Aurelian, who was after- 
Aim 7. wards emperor, when only tribune of a legion, 

fought the Franks, who over-ran all Gaul, near 
Mentz ; 	that he killed seven hundred of them, 
and took three hundred prisoners, who were sold; 
and that this exploit was celebrated by a military 
song, which the historian has not thought unwor- 
thy of his transcribing. 	This nation, now so 
powerfill, and for many ages,past one of the most 
illustrious in Europe ; must have then been very 
weak, since so small a defeat was capable of quel- 
ling it. 	We likewise see, that it was then settled 
in the country which it always kept from this fera, 
flown to the establishment of the FreFich mo- 
narchy in Gaul : that is to say, that the Franks 
inhabited the right-hand side of the Rhine, be- 
tween that river on the West, the Mein on the- 
Nom!), the Weser on the East, and the sea on the 
North. 	Whence they came, and what was their 
orig:nal country, is, throc.7;11 the obscurity of time, 
and the want of monumer ts aad records, a matter 
of great uncertainty. We see that the orator EI1113C- 
nes,in a panegyric upon Constantine, distingui,,hes 
the country they had possessed themselves of, which 
is that we Lave now described, from their original 
country, \ ',ilia he calls a distant ° and barbarous 
land. 	Perhaps it may have been the coast of the 
13,i1 tic sera. 	Yet we find among th,‘ Franks, all the 
names of the an cientinhabitan ts of On,  yery country 
of w h ich they arcsaid tohave pos , c•sscd themselves, 

the 

CILhous II irb:kria 
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the Catti, the Camavi;the Brueteri, the Frisons, 	. 
and several others : 	so that the nation of the 
Franks seems to have been composed partly of an 
emigration of people from beyond the Elbe, and 
partly of the ancient inhabitants settled along the 
Rhine, who, associating together under a nevi 
name, formed a common league, in which, how-
ever, each people was distinguished f'rom the rest, 
and had its own king and government. 	All his-
torical monuments prove

' 
 that this nation consist-

ed of several people, and had several kings at one 
and the same time : and this continued until Clo-
vis united under one government all the tribes 
which were before governed by different chiefs. 
The Franks which Aurelian conquered might be 
one of these tribes, which the Romans might take 
for the whole nation. 

Herodian wrote in the reign of Gordian III. of - ficrolina 
whose accession to the throne he gives us an ac-i,r:y.ejig„n 
count. 	His history Begins at the death of Alar-oroordiaR, 
cus Aurelius, and consequently comprehends a 
space of seventy years. 	He says he has not writ- 
ten any thing but what he had seen and heard, 
and even been personally concerned in, having 
been employed in public ministries. 	Those mini- 
stries were probably not very high ones, since he 
gives them only that general appellation, without 
saying particularly what any of them were : and 
this is farther confirmed by the observation we 
made before,that in matters of importance he 
seems not to have been at all e::actly informed. 
Besides, he does not date the events he speaks of; 
nor skew what connection they had with one ano- 
ther. 	Ile has no elevation of thought, no know- 
ledge of the folds of the human heart, and but 
little judgment and erudition. 	He is a middling 
writer, whose greatest merit is, as I said before, 
the elegance of his stile. 

line. VIII. 	F f 	Cmorin u 4 
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Censdri- 	Censorinussdates from 's Emu 	bOok 	• ' A de Die Na- ship of 	nnius Pius and 

the 3Tar of the consUl. 
Pontianus,in*Mch Ger- 

/Ms 	dian began his reign, his book .de Die Natall;' a 
well wrote work, and Jilin of uncommon erudi. 
tion. 	He dedicates it to a Q. Cxreilius, whom 
he praises highly, and of whoni we know nothing 
Farther. 

THIXIND or Tina EIGHTH VOLUME). 
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