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“Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerfiy] fcelings :
it takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquillity,»
~William Wordswopy,

“Poetry is, at bottom, a criticism of life.”
~Matthew Arpqyy

“There are three things, after all, that a poem must reach -
the eye, the ear, and what we may call the heart or the mind, [t
is most important of all to reach the heart of the reader”

~Robert Frog

“Poetry is simply the most beautiful, impressive, and widely
effective mode of saying things, and hence its importance.”
—Matthew Arnold
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(A tribute to the Iranian Girl
Reyhanesh Jabbari, who was hanged
For killing a man who tried to rape her.)
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FIFA

It makes me wonder

At the power of the game
It sure brings for you
Health, wealth and fame.

Gone are the days

When parents used to say
Read, read and read more

Or else you will be very poor.

Think of the spirit a player shows
Only on that brotherhood grows
On the field a killer instinct
Makes one special and distinct
Off the field what a sight

They all are pals alright !

The more you read and play

Less is the need to worship and pray
Let this beautiful world be

Full of Libraries and stadia

To replace the corrupt preachings

Of all those heavenly media. «




Multicoloured

O God, where are you

Not a friend though

I need to see you

To ask questions a few

Where are you, where are you !

Time and again had a hunch

You were near taking care

Not to be seen yet hover

To lure me in for ever

But I was no less clever.

[ saw you in my parents

In joy, sorrow, and despair

[ saw you in my teacher

When his tender hands slapped

Then ran his finger through my hair

I saw you in the dead bodies

Giving us lessons, wisdom too

Saw you in countless smiles

Without a clue, who is who

I saw you for sure if it were you.

I could see you in high places

Wearing white, guileful minds

Engaged in senseless fights

Fooling the lesser beings

By their arguments slight.

I know you are omnipresent

But answer my question decent

How could you be so imprudent
Loading distress upon the oppressed

- And no end to the harassment,
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Down to earth

Why do people choose
To ignore the bliss of
Peace and fun galore
Why instead walk alone
Busy to prove oneself
A person of valour.

Why do people choose

To tread on the jittery path
Of selfishness and greed
When there is a safe route
To reach the ultimate goal
Bereft of all worldly needs.

Why do people choose
To run amock in a killing-spree
Level the carth, Cutting trees
; When there is a way
‘ To exist in peaceful harmony
Keeping the mind ego-free.

! Why do people choose

To be above all others
Where no one can reach ever
Oblivious of the etemal truth

That one day everyone must
Come down to where no two differ.




Solid Gold

[ was a baby boy
lay with a toy
boundless joy-
school kid

When
Jused to P

And found

[ used to pay ‘
And what [ liked I did,

When I grew @ little older

with no trace of proper shoulder
[ played football as a winger.

In my colourful college days

I travelled a little deeper

And became a goal-keeper.
Then came the days of no game
Got busy in search of fame
Collecting worries all that came.
Now when I have grown old

I shudder with a feeling of cold

Remembering those days of solid Gold.




Degradation

There was a time

We used to draw a line

Curvy, wavy, on a piece of paper
And trying all the time

To make it shine and

Keep the paper clean and fine
Taking pride in doing so
Outside the line we let go
Keep looking at the outcome
Till long after it is finished

A sight still fresh and cherished.

No doubt it was a map

The map of our motherland

We saw it breathe and smile

And beckoning all the while

As if to embrace us and

Soothe us with her tender hand
Images raced in our minds

Of Bhagat, Kanaklata and their kinds
With the flag and head held high
Fighting never to disturb others

But to keep that line bold and sharper.

Alas ! that line is now almost gone.
Replaced by line of control

Placing of deadly firearms at point blank
With less of interest inside the line
Whatever happening is always fine

- Why this hypocrisy ! Why, of

Enjoying the benefits and shouting loud
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: About GlOb&l Village, WOl‘ld Brotherh
en nUClear armament is on the ;. dod

~ rise
[tis beyond my guess and try
Can 0YONE please explain, why?9 «,

Mourning

it rained in Brazil

The nation was wet

A monstrous rain

It never have met

A rain of Goals

A rain of Tears

It washed away pride
Without an oar to guide
They all looked tired

As cylinders didn’t fire
The Germans swam

Like a gorgeous swan
Making merry and fun
Competition almost none
Marching ahead

With a blazing gun

They are giant and killer

Properly trained by Hitler.

(Olft ?f sadness at the Humiliation of the
grtzsnc Brazilian football on 8.7.14 caused
Y the mighty Germans, 7-1 to be precise.)
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Grievance

I wonder why people remember

Past and distant pain so very far
Every year with words and tear

An uproar, to call the pain back here !
Why can’t they just think, quiet

Of the morning sun cool and bright
Why they have to think as something lost
Memories of gain forgetting almost ?
Why can’t they take a vow

To rise above the level and sow
Seeds of peace and love on earth

To make new commers proud of their birth? «

Destiny

Single, double, then again single
Wonder how it feels

Must be horrible !

My heart goes out and wander
In the dark lanes

Of the faraway mind

In search of a possible answer.
Behind the facade ruins galore
Carefully hidden

With a smiley halo ;

Memoirs hang on broken walls
Swinging and creaking
Stealthily destiny befalls.

My heart came out broken
And back I smiled

Meant to be a token. <
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Defeat

He served one hard
And meant an ace

ghe got it stretching
Fully to the base;
Couldn't just cross and
Put it into the net

She lost the point

And game as well,

As he did serve

At final game point.

We all her mates

Are dumbfounded

At the terrible haste;
But then, it’s a game

A serve and volley game;
It is an eternal game. <

REST IN PEACE RINA BARUAH,
a classfriend in AMC.




Son

I am no more at the wheel

To drive you around and kill

The man within you I feel

Has courage enough and zeal

To run the bus of the life real.

But I shall be there beside you

As a co-driver for years few

Until a young one take the cue

And offer me my retirement due
And a seat as passanger next row.
But I shall be there beside you;

You are my love as the car is to you
Don’t make me leave the car

As I have to go not very far

I promise to entertain you and co
To guide, I took a silent vow.

And I shall be there beside you

As I have no one else to go

As I want to see you go through
The niceties the life can throw

And clap and dance till out I bow.

I promise to be there beside you
Even if you wish not, want me to go
As I hate to see you hurt and low
Like you become me sure and slow

I hope to be there, always yours. <




¥

I am a b()mb

guch a bomb
That can explode
Quictly, jnside m¢

And yet | hold
NcVCf a blast

That destroys fast

nd causc 10 others

Miserics untold.
[ am 2 bomb

Wwith enough aplomb
To stay cool and calm

At turbulent time;
put then, 2 bomb is a bomb
Nothing sublime
sight of @ spark

Makes me dumb.
Jam 2 bomb and
] have a modest wish

To stay awake t0 guard
And get some bliss
To get diffused
On my expiry date
Leaving the loved ones
To worldly, fate. <
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Surreal

Someone has gone
Seemingly mighty and handsome
Tiptoed through the back door
Unseen by the frivolous crowd in front
With a hint of a jaunty smile

Out into the darkness beyond.

The front was a fairyland

Built on sermon by a nobody

To give Him a treat of lifetime,
Abundance of coloured lights
Fragrance in its unhindered flight
Showeasing the temple’s might.
People were chanting

Pleading praying defending
Apologizing silently for misdeeds
Still harbouring a murderous greed
But He was aloof, distant

And didn’t seem to pay heed.

He was at a distance indeed
Sitting beside a shrunken shape

A comforting hand on the forchead
Of one exloited by the lords

And calm him down with sweet words
I owe you dear, you are me”. %




Devil’s Kiss »

Jealousy is but a devil's kiss

geckons YOU to the .abyss

One WaY it is, ends in void
emember always to avoid.

It is 8 jungle out there

Anytime ready. to catch fire

puming itself in th.c process

\Vhatever remains is only ash,
mtionul creature turns wild

priven by one’s fragile pride \

Never ask 8 question, why ;

If not ready for a crap reply.

Compersion empathy and kindness

Are its tru€ and strong rivals

Home in on those noble traits

will make jealousy stop at the gate.

A Wish

A wish from a dear one

A smile from a near on¢
Light up the dark night

Like thousands of stars
Sprinkling joy from height
Bathe you with scented deo
Freshen the mind up and
Add colours of different hue
Dress you with neat clothes

Pour impetus to march forwards. «*
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I am a woman

God distractedly created wormet
As if for the sake of creation
And then kept aside,
You claim, you men recreated me
Oramented me with your love ;
Am 1 half a human being and half your imagination ”
1t is midday now and
I am out of that misty cover
A complete woman, poetic creation,
My art is unique
I created you in my dark inside
Iluminated! with my love lamp,
A dumb and helpless child
I gave you impetus to live,
Your words and your dreams
From my bowl of kindness
Emptied all my resources
In your good and bad days.
I am that teenaged girl
Dancing with the tune of the heart
With twinkling eyes speaking sweet
Promising dreamy days in the kit
Of impressed souls, then get vanished.
[ am the sea of lover’s beauty
And the turbulent waves of youth
The fast flowing river from your heart
Eager to unite with, that very soon.
It was a bright autumn night
With an inviting starry sky
~ The flames of your desire
- . Danced in my downcast eyes
- I poured everything that | had
- 'In the body mind and soul of mine.
. 1 .am a woman, to give is my pleasure




Covered all ugliness and pain

of life with my “ Ancha]”

o create a home for you

opencd the eastward window

go that you can have fresh air and pe friend]
with the moon, stars and sky blue. .
A beautiful comforting hand

Over the sunburned forehead—

[nspired the artist so much more

Rocks in the lonely caves of Ajanta, Illora
Became beautiful women and folklore.

[ am totally down to earth

Like to play in sand and dust

To create an “Alpona” of my life

The small light burning in the centre

Lights my small world bright and fast ;

The baby’s laughter and soulful cry

Ask me to forget heavens, not to try.
Autumns came and went

With green leaves and flower scent,

No more colours in my brush

No more words of some class

An empty vessel, an old colourless playmate.
You are new, always, with the bond of love
I am proud to be with you

I am complete with you, and you with me
Together we sing the life’s chorus.

I have no regrets whatsoever.

Mowed bent grass will decorate

The artist’s gravestone

Hundred new will reincarnate

Through the gaps of my chest bones.

Only desist from decorating me

With your imagination.

I am a complete woman being, a poetry in motion.

(15 R} crdia 78 AT S!S )
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Gourd Vs Leaves

Oh no, not again !
Am tired of that tainted maxim
“A gourd, be big it may
Stays beneath the leaves and prays™
Wonder what is that
Gourd or the leaves
That brings a smile to the lips
Substance to shoulder and hips;
Confused, whom to throw
And whom to keep !
Creepers that only creep
Not giving birth along the trip
Considered waste and
Thrown to the deep.
And for propagation, future need
Who do we preserve
The gourd or the leaves
With chest full of seeds ?
[ am confused, indeed ! «
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