/Gy

Doc. No. 5149* Prge 1 T

In trc ratter of Jopenese Wer Crinces 2nd

in trc natter of trc voyege fron Lnbeina

to Jeve in May, 1944, and t*e nurder of
Cple Teylor,

I, No. 1008458, L.4il.Ce TFONAS WILLILHM
[.Di.liSON, 106 P.R.C. R...F., Co.ford, with pcrmencnt honc
~ddress et 61 Fiftb Row, Ashington, Nortlrurberlanc, nakc
cetr and say as followsi-

Le On Mey 1lst, 1944, I enbarkcd witk 200 othrcr
Britisy Prisoncrs of war for Jeve. Wc were e2ll of us sick
a3 tre result of privations and berc labour in Lieng Cerip,
and we were becing teken back te Javee Thre stip was &
Janancsc transport of cbocut 3,500 tonse Lltrougr we weTre
sick, no propcr accornocetion was r.ece for us, Sone of

us werc £llowed to lie cn tre retelr ccovering one of the
rolds, witt & tarpeulin over us for cover, the rest read

to lie Gown whrere trey coulde Our foold was Two jneels a
dey consisting of ricc anc relf a pint of watere.

2e Lfter about ten days we arrivecd at llacasser in
tFe Ceclebes. We stoeyed trere ebout e deay end left for
Javaz on May 12th., Up to treat tine therc rad been no
ineident on beoarc. On lMay 11tr Corncrel Teylor had stolen
sorie fisr eand cne of trc guards hrad ceught rin anc told
Scrjeent Hajor lLiitereys wro was 1n cheree of us on board
t¥ec shin, Tris Serjcent hejor vas nick-neried "Yellow
Roots". At the tinc "Yellow Boots" did ncthing nore than
rit Corporal Teylor 2 couple of times and tren left bin,
"Yellow Boots" vweas drunk at the tinc as re recd cone on
boerd from Macassar in trat condition. During thre evening
of May 1l2th, it sterted tc rain ancd we VeErc ellowecd to teke
shclter in 2n ernty cocl bunker and elthough thre door wes
closed mwe were olloved to go on deck by a small hatch-way.
Corporal Tevlor got on deck tYrcuglr tris little gangvey
but wes stonped by & Korcen guerc who took hini to thre
Scricant l.ejore Teylor cxplcinec trat Ye wes gecing to thc
latrines but tre Scrjeant lfajor dic¢ not believe riie /|
was on trec ratcr-way at the tine end I saw thc Scrjeant
Major bring Teylcr out on deck end bcgin to beat hinm
unnercifully. Fe used Ycevy sticks enc for abcut bralf en
tour "Yellow Boots" becat Teylor up and down thre deck,
wrenever be fell down "Ycellow Boots" kicked rim on tre
cround. Finally Taylor wes left lylng in tre deck noening
~nd Pelf conscious. Tre Serjecant Mz jor tren got bis SYIOY G
cut 2nd efter pricking tre prostratc Taylor oncc Or twicc
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he took 2 great swipc et hinm wrich nertly scvercd bis

vead fron ris body. We were not zllowcd to go to Teylor's
assistence ond Ye was left trere for sone ninutes until
"Yellow Boots" ordercd us to trrow tre body over-boarde.
Ve ticé sore big piececs of coel to hin and trcn trrew the

body over-boarda

' 3. T witnessed the wrolc of ttris incidcnte I cannot
sey whctrer "Ycllow Boots" wes drunk at tre tine, be certeinly

rad been trc dey before wren he cene on boerd fron lMacessaTe.
I cannot say wretrer re Yad becn drinking since. During
tYe beating up of Taylor thre Dutctr interpretcr celled
Mollett tricd to explain to "Ycllow Boots" thrat Teylor
wes doing nothing wrong but it racd no ceffect on tre Sergeant
Ma jor wro sinply ignorcd rin and went on till bc finally

behecaded hine

4, The following dey tre Serjeant lMejor got all

tre officers on perade, tret is Flying Officer Feath,
Werrent Officer ¥ervarc, thc Dutch doctor anc thre nedical
orderlies., Fe first beat tre nedicel orderlies and Feetlr,
LAfter Pc rac finelly finisted withr trer hre started on
Herverd. FHarverd rctelistcd et first end the two of tren
began wrcstling 21l over trc deck. "Ye¢llow Boots" wes
rmuck strongcr tren Farverd anc it wes not long before it
looked es troughr Ferverd wes going to be killed. Evcry
now and agein during trc struggle n"Yellow Boots' would
break 2 nedicinc bettle over Ferverd's read, he nicked
trosc bottles out of a2 crate which was on tre decke
Finally Fervard vwro wvias a nass of blood broke loose enc
startcd to run avey. "Yellow Boots™ snetered un ¢ rifle
but luckily sonc of trc guards took it ewey from rin end
tYen sore of trc Jeponese ilcrcrant Nevy canc along end
tock tre Serjecant Me jor away. I would describe tris néen,
[Titaraya, as being large for a Jep, about 5' 10" in heigtrt,
123 stones in weight, very powerfully built, well nradcc,
upright end snart in appcarencce. He red thre usuel closc
croppced bleck halr and vorc spcetaclcss Fe Frad @ round
face and otherwisc was very rnuchk like & JeDencsce We
1andcd in Jeve on l'ey 16, 1944, and I weas scnt to rospitel.

(Sienca) T. W. {CE1:SONe
SWOKN by trc seid TFOMAS WILLILL [.DiiSON, at E
Asrincton in thce County of qutbuuberland
on trec¢ 1lst dey of llarch, 1946, bifcre nce.

(Signed) We. No Craigs
L Cornissioner

for Oztrso,
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